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captures rare goannas
emerging from termite mound
nest

Conversations Stories

[ OPINION _ &) 6

Horror movie right there on my TV: Why

| switch off the news from Gaza
18 November 2018 | lan Bushnell

£ ) Capital Retro 13 minutes ago
"Religiously” is the operative word.

People have to realize that the bulk
of migrants from the... VIEW

Start the conversation &

£ ) Rustygear 1hour ago

Acton, | said something similar, but
mine wasn't published. Maybe it
was my reference to Hamas TV,..
VIEW

£ ) HiddenDragon 11 hours ago

"There was a time when newsrooms
had serious debates about showing
such images, particularly for TV...
VIEW

@ Join the conversation
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Proposed planning change sets
parameters for 300-unit Forestry
School redevelopment in Yarralumlia

A hatchling emerges from a termite mound in Namadgi National Park. Photos:

Supplied.

£ ) Peter Saunders 7 hours ago

Some may say citizen scientists monitoring This article focuses on the up to 300

residents, but appears to have

. . . missed key issues such as the..
National Park got lucky on their first day out on VIEW

threatened Rosenberg’s goannas in Namadgi

Monday.

@ Join the conversation

But it was the sweat of last summer’s work that laid

COMMUNITY @ 1

Menslink walkers tired but satisfied
after an epic trek and an enormous
achievement

the foundation for their observing the exciting
emergence of hatchlings from a termite mound in a

monitoring station in the Park.

Ecologist Dr Don Fletcher said that last year the §.) Whitepointer Tl hours ago

What a bunch of absolute legends!
Thank you so much for the effort
you have put into this great... VIEW

National Parks Association supported a
groundbreaking pilot study in which two male
@ Join the conversation

goannas had GPS tracking packs attached. One was
tracked to a location where the team found two

MOTORING £ 25

The $100 question: Would you get the
cheapest EV in Australia over the
second cheapest?

termite mounds that were being guarded by female
goannas and deduced there must be eggs in them.

One of these produced the hatchlings.

£ - 12 hours ago

Vinfast has an option for a spare.
They have the space for it in the
back VIEW

A camera on the other mound showed a goanna
paint-marked by Dr Fletcher last summer visiting

occasionally as if checking to see if her babies had

hatched. £) Robyn Holder 14 hours ago

Ha, one commenter said they'd wait
for Toyota hydrogen cars. Do they
realise there's almost nowhere...
VIEW

This year the study, which Dr Fletcher believes is the
first time GPS tracking devices have been used on

goannas, has been expanded with an environment .
£ ) Capital Retro 15 hours ago

grant from ACT Government and more support from Urnicore couldn't exist without

taxpayer subsidies. The Canadian
recently gave them $1bn to build a..
VIEW

the National Parks Association.
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Featured Properties

A baby Rosenberg’s goanna on the mound after digging out.

He said Rosenberg’s goannas were important
ecologically as one of the bigger predators in our

local environment.

Today's Poll @

This summer the project has eight GPS packs and Do you feel safe in Canberra?

baited traps which will be set to capture potential () Ves, this is a secure place with

carriers. About 18 or so volunteers will spend a day in low crime

the Park emptying traps, taking specimen’s photos
(] No, I'm worried by rising local

risks

VOTE

and selecting male goannas big enough to carry the

packs. Next time eight females will be selected.

Dr Fletcher said an increase in the goanna population

in that pocket of Namadgi had scientists excited, with

Explore 'Probing the Polls’ -

speculation that the wild dog control program may
have reduced predation from their main enemy, feral

foxes.

“If we can actually show that that's really the reason,
then it might be that the predator control might be
extended to some of the other parks where they
occur. It looks like you can boost their numbers

judging by what's happened in Namadgi,” he said.

Featured Businesses @
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Detlev's

ELECTRICAL INTELLIGENCE

Detlev's Electrical

For almost 30 years, Detlev’s expert
Canberra Electricians have been
supporting homes and businesses
with superior appliance repairs and
installations, electrical services and
building automation.

An adult goanna that Dr Fletcher has marked for identification.

Dr Fletcher said the team was also hoping to see

whether the extraordinary roaming behaviour of the Find out more

goannas tracked last year was typical.

View the best of Canberra -

12 kilometres away as the crow flies and back again, =

“They’re only little animals, with legs only a few
centimetres long but one of them travelled to a point

What's On

and it really looked like it knew where it was going,”

he said.

“If they really do this sort of thing often, it is another
impressive feature of this species of the population
but one that makes it more difficult to conserve them

in small reserves, and maybe it's something to do
Archie 100: A Century of the

with particular resources and the research will tell us
Archibald Prize

what those resources are.
[~ 13 Nov 202310:00 am

“Maybe they're looking for the termite mounds © National Portrait Gallery

because that's where the females will be at that time

Exhibition: Grit & Gold - Tales
from a Sporting Nation

of the year when they lay their eggs.”

And it's not just any old termite mound but a =] 14 Nov 2023 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

particular species. ) , ,
@ National Library of Australia

The females lay eggs in summer and the termites
Mabo v Queensland (No. 2):

maintain a high enough temperature for the eggs to :
30th Anniversary

develop during the winter, only to become food for

. : [ 14 Nov 2023 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
the young goannas when they hatch in the spring.

@ National Library of Australia
“It's a pretty rare sighting. You can talk to naturalists
Eco-Dying: 6-Week Textile
Masterclass for adults

and not many have seen these hatchlings coming

out,” Dr Fletcher said.

[ 14 Nov 2023 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
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industry to rise from the ashes
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