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Annual general meeting 
8 .00pm Thursday 16 A u g u s t 2001 
Fores t ry House , Yarra lumla 

B u s i n e s s se t d o w n for t h e A G M 
inc ludes the President 's repor t on 
p r o g r e s s d u r i n g t h e y e a r j u s t 
c o n c l u d i n g , p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
annua l f inancial s t a tements , a n d 
elect ion o f a n e w commi t t ee to steer 
us t h rough the c o m i n g year. 

A l l off ice-bearer and c o m m i t t e e 
posi t ions b e c o m e vacant at the A G M 
so tha t m e m b e r s m a y be e lec ted to 
the fo l lowing posi t ions: Pres ident , 
Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, 
I m m e d i a t e P a s t P r e s i d e n t ( e x -
o f f i c i o ) , a n d u p t o e i g h t o t h e r 
m e m b e r s . S e v e r a l ' v e t e r a n ' 

commit tee m e m b e r s have indicated 
tha t t h e y w i l l no t b e s e e k i n g re­
election. 

M e m b e r s h i p o f commit tees is both 
s t i m u l a t i n g a n d r e w a r d i n g , a n d 
offers y o u t h e opportuni ty to m a k e 
a s i g n i f i c a n t a n d p e r s o n a l 
contribution to conservation and the 
national p a r k s movemen t . 

C o m e a l o n g , h a v e y o u r say, ge t 
involved, a n d he lp us m a k e a real 
difference i n advanc ing the things 
that real ly ma t t e r to us. W e wou ld 
b e p leased to discuss wi th y o u , and 
to arrange a nomina t ion , i f y o u are 
a v o l u n t e e r . P l e a s e p h o n e C l i v e 
(6288 7592) , o r L e n (6281 4268) , o r 
leave a m e s s a g e on our answer ing 

m a c h i n e ( 6 2 8 2 5 8 1 3 ) f o r m o r e 
information. 

W e are fortunate to have Judi th 
Webs te r as the guest speaker at the 
A G M . J u d y h a s m a d e m a n y 
presenta t ions at N P A meet ings and 
t h e y a r e a l w a y s i n t e r e s t i n g , 
i n f o r m a t i v e a n d w e l l r e c e i v e d . 
Recent ly Judy has spent a lot of t ime 
w a l k i n g t h e sou the rn e n d o f t h e 
A l p i n e W a l k i n g T r a c k , so w i l l 
en t e r t a in us wi th a n e c d o t e s a n d 
slides about the Track. 

See y o u there. 

L e n H a s k e w 

Secretary 

A busy three months for the 
Environment Sub-committee 
T h e pas t three m o n t h s h a v e b e e n 
b u s y , w i t h m e m b e r s o f t h e S u b ­
commi t t ee comple t ing submiss ions 
o n i m p l e m e n t a t i o n p l a n s f o r 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r C o r r i d o r , 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k a n d 
T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e R e s e r v e . 
A significant response to the Na tu re 
B a s e d T o u r i s m S t r a t e g y w a s 
f o r w a r d e d to E n v i r o n m e n t A C T 
w h i c h , in par t icular , de ta i l ed o u r 
concern about the proposal to uti l ise Gudgenby Homestead  
G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d a s a n 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n f ac i l i t y . I n t h i s 
regard, w e are surprised to see in the 
r e c e n t A C T B u d g e t f u r t h e r 
expendi tures proposed pr ior to there 
being a prehminary assessment plan 
d e v e l o p e d . W e a re c o n t i n u i n g to 
m a k e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a b o u t 
this issue. 

We were concerned, also, about the 
m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e A C T 
Governmen t , wi thout not ice , s igned 
an agreement with the ind igenous 
c o m m u n i t y f o r t h e j o i n t 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Namadg i Nat ional 
Park. A further repor t on this i ssue 
is conta ined in this Bulletin. We had 
started work on developing our input 
to t h e S e c o n d N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
P a r k M a n a g e m e n t P l a n a n d o u r 
w o r k wi l l have to take accoun t o f 

these c h a n g e d ar rangements . This 
s u b m i s s i o n w i l l p r o b a b l y b e t h e 
m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t d o c u m e n t w e 
produce i n t h e second h a l f o f this 
year. A n y o n e wi sh ing to assis t in 
research wi l l b e made very we lcome. 
Please con tac t m e if y o u can help . 

A major w o r r y is the orchestra ted 
and c o n c e r t e d act ivi t ies o f peop le 
o p p o s e d t o t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Southern N S W Wilderness areas . 

Y o u m a y have seen or heard about 
t h e ca l l ing o f pub l ic m e e t i n g s b y 
loca l ( N S W ) pol i t ical figures w h o 
t ake the oppor tuni ty to denigra te 
the w o r k done by the N S W N P W S . 
Th i s opposi t ion is driven by popul is t 
s e n t i m e n t s and has n o sc ien t i f i c 
base . W e will need to mon i to r this 
activity closely and respond whe re 
appropriate . 

David. L a r g e 

Group of hearing-impaired walkers who accompanied Mike Smith's NPA 
walk to Compo Canyon. Photo Max Lawrence 



Namadgi National Park 
agreement 
On April 30 an agreement between the 
Austral ian Capital Terri tory and t w o 
A C T n a t i v e t i t l e c l a i m g r o u p s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f 
Namadg i Nat ional Park, was s igned 
in C a n b e r r a . T h e C h i e f M i n i s t e r , 
G a r y H u m p h r i e s , s i g n e d fo r t h e 
terri tory and Nurr i Arno ld Wil l iams 
a n d A g n e s S h e a s i g n e d fo r t h e 
A b o r i g i n a l pa r t i es . A n o t h e r na t ive 
t i t le c l a im g r o u p did n o t s ign th is 
a g r e e m e n t . In t h i s a r t i c l e I h a v e 
a t t emp ted to s u m m a r i s e the m a i n 
t e r m s o f the a g r e e m e n t , and in a 
further article E leanor Stodart makes 
a c o m m e n t a r y on it with part icular 
reference to the NPA. T h e summary 
h a s b e e n m a d e u n d e r t h e t h r e e 
h e a d i n g s o f g e n e r a l m a t t e r s , l o n g 
t e r m m a n a g e m e n t a n d i n t e r i m 
ar rangements . 

G e n e r a l 

T h e a g r e e m e n t r e c o g n i s e s t h a t 
Abor ig ina l Aus t ra l ians have had an 
his tor ical associa t ion w i th the A C T 
region which has been const ra ined in 
the last two centuries to the detriment 
o f Aboriginal people. T h e parties m a k e 
t h i s a g r e e m e n t i n a s p i r i t o f 
reconcil iat ion-

There are t w o unde te rmined nat ive 
title c la ims over the A C T before the 
courts and, a l though this agreement 
invo lves mat te rs o the r than na t ive 
t i t l e , t h e p a r t i e s b e l i e v e tha t t h e 
agreement wil l l ead to resolution o f 
these nat ive title c la ims . 

T h e P a r t i e s a r e t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
C a p i t a l T e r r i t o r y a n d A b o r i g i n a l 
P a r t i e s . T h e a g r e e m e n t i s n o t a n 
ag reemen t abou t na t ive title bu t is 
m a d e under sect ion 8 6 F o f the Native 
Title Act 1993 o f the C o m m o n w e a l t h , 
and the par t ies have negot ia ted this 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h a v i e w to t h e 
wi thdrawal under tha t section, o f the 
native title determinat ion application. 
It is agreed that addit ional native title 
c l a i m g r o u p s w h o a r e n o t in i t i a l 
s igna to r i e s t o this a g r e e m e n t m a y 
b e c o m e Part ies at a la ter date. 

L o n g t e r m m a n a g e m e n t 
T h e i n s t r u m e n t t o b e u s e d to 
involve the Aboriginal parties in the 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Namadgi Nat ional 
P a r k is t e r m e d t h e N a m a d g i 
S p e c i a l A b o r i g i n a l L e a s e . T h e 
terri tory offers to grant a N a m a d g i 
Spec ia l Abor ig ina l L e a s e ( N S A L ) 
o v e r N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
sub jec t to all na t ive t i t le c l a ims 
b e i n g de te rmined or w i t h d r a w n . 
T h e A b o r i g i n a l p a r t i e s wi l l b e 
i n c o r p o r a t e d as a s t a t u t o r y 
corporat ion and legislation wil l be 
deve loped to establish the N S A L . 
The N S A L will not be a lease within 
the mean ing of the Land (Planning 
and Environment) Act 1991 bu t wil l 
b e s u b j e c t to n e g o t i a t i o n to 
incorporate the following rights and 
privi leges: 

• a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t o f t h e 
A b o r i g i n a l p a r t i e s as p e o p l e 
wi th an his tor ical a s soc ia t ion 
wi th the area; 

• part icipat ion o f the Abor ig ina l 
par t ies in the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
the park; 

• c o n s u l t a t i o n o n s p e c i f i c 
Abor ig ina l cultural i ssues ; and 
consul tat ion on deve lopmen t o f 
a m e n d m e n t s t o l e g i s l a t i o n 
impac t ing on the park. 

T h e management arrangement to be 
negotiated will be on the basis o f the 
establishment o f a statutory board of 
management with responsibility for 
p r e p a r i n g a n d o v e r s e e i n g t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f a P l a n o f 
Management for the park. The board 
wi l l have six Abor iginal m e m b e r s 
elected by the Aboriginal parties, and 
six non-Aboriginal members . There 
will be a process of public consultation 
on the detail o f the NSAL. 

O n c e the re is an i n c o r p o r a t e d 
b o d y represent ing the Abor ig ina l 
par t ies , the terri tory wi l l consu l t 
wi th the management commi t t ee o f 
that body on specific cultural issues 
a n d o n t h e n o m i n a t i o n o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e r e g i o n a l 
Abor ig ina l people to a t tend official 
functions. 

Interim a r r a n g e m e n t s 
Upon wi thdrawal by the Aboriginal 
Part ies to this ag reemen t o f their 
na t ive t i t le c l a i m s , and unti l the 
N S A L c o m m e n c e s , t h e t e r r i t o ry 
a g r e e s to i m p l e m e n t i n t e r i m 
arrangements for the involvement of 
t h e A b o r i g i n a l p a r t i e s in t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Namadg i National 
Park. (For the N S A L to be granted 
it is r equ i red tha t all na t ive title 
claims be wi thdrawn or determined.) 

A n I n t e r i m N a m a d g i A d v i s o r y 
Board will b e established compris ing 
10 m e m b e r s , f i v e A b o r i g i n a l 
(representing the Aboriginal parties) 
and five non-Abor ig ina l , appointed 
by the Minister. This board mus t be 
consulted in the preparat ion o f the 
d ra f t p l a n o f m a n a g e m e n t fo r 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d in 
r e l a t i o n to a n y d e c i s i o n a b o u t 
consent ing to part icular activities in 
the pa rk u n d e r s ec t i on 56 o f the 
Nature Conservation Act 1980. 
Sec t ion 56 p r o h i b i t s a n u m b e r o f 
activities in a reserved area wi thout 
t h e w r i t t e n c o n s e n t o f t h e 
Conservator, inc luding: 

• dr iving a vehic le o f f a designated 
road; 

• c a m p i n g e x c e p t in a pe rmi t t ed 
area; 

• e r e c t i n g a b u i l d i n g o r o t h e r 
structure; 

• supplying goods and services and 
us ing a firearm, b o w and ar row 
or animal t rap. 

Where the territory wishes to consult 
o n s p e c i f i c c u l t u r a l i s s u e s o r to 
extend invitations to representatives 
o f the regional Abor ig ina l peop le to 
a t tend official functions it wil l do so 
through the Abor ig ina l Part ies. 

S y d Comfor t 

Email address 
The association's ema i l address 
is now: 
npaac t@asiaonl ine . net .au 

http://net.au


NPA briefed on Namadgi 
management plan 
T h i n g s h a d g o n e v e r y q u i e t 
r ega rd ing the Nat ive Title c la ims to 
l a rge sec t ions o f the A C T , m a i n l y 
N a m a d g i National Park, and so the 
a n n o u n c e m e n t i n The Canberra 
Times on Sunday Apri l 29 tha t an 
agreement had been signed b y Chief 
M i n i s t e r , G a r y H u m p h r i e s , a n d 
e l d e r s o f t h e N g u n n a w a l p e o p l e 
s e e m e d to c o m e as a b o l t o u t o f 
the b lue . 

T h e c la ims were lodged before the 
N a t i v e Ti t le Tr ibuna l in O c t o b e r 
1 9 9 6 b y N u r r i A r n o l d W i l l i a m s 
Williams ( A G 6001 o f 1998) and in July 1997 
b y Phil l ip Edward Carrol ( A G 6002 
o f 1 9 9 8 ) . N P A a p p l i e d a n d w a s 
accepted as an interested par ty b y 
the t r ibunal and h a d mee t ings with 
i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . N P A a l s o 
commiss ioned a repor t that w a s to 
e x p l o r e t h e o p t i o n s fo r t h e j o i n t 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Namadg i Nat ional 
Park. This report by D e r m o t Smyth , 
t i t led "Nour ish ing Namadg i" , w a s 
rece ived in m i d '98. It compared the 
d i f f e r e n t m o d e l s o f j o i n t 
m a n a g e m e n t a l r e a d y i n p l a c e 
a r o u n d A u s t r a l i a a n d w a s 
d i s t r i b u t e d b y N P A t o a n y o n e 
i n t e r e s t e d , i n c l u d i n g t h e A C T 
Gove rnmen t and the three different 
g r o u p s o f Ngun(n )awa l peop le . In 
1999, in a spirit o f reconcil iat ion, the 
G o v e r n m e n t announced the offer o f 
a l e a s e o f N a m a d g i w i t h j o i n t 
m a n a g e m e n t if the different part ies 
c o u l d c o m e to a g r e e m e n t , a n d a 
genealogical study w a s under taken, 
b u t a g r e e m e n t s e e m e d j u s t a s 
far away. 

F o l l o w i n g the a n n o u n c e m e n t o f 
Apr i l 2 9 , N P A asked for a br ief ing 
on the agreement . T h e a g r e e m e n t 
h a d b e e n d e v e l o p e d b y t h e C h i e f 
M i n i s t e r ' s D e p a r t m e n t b u t n o w 
t h a t i t h a s b e e n s i g n e d , 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T is l ook ing after 
i ts implementa t ion . 

S o , o n T u e s d a y M a y 14 C l i v e 
Hur ls tone , David Large and I, wi th 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l , h a d a 
m e e t i n g w i t h L i z F o w l e r , n o w 

Phil Gatenby below Mount 
Burbidge. Photo Martin Chalk. 

Director o f Envi ronment A C T , and 
T e r e n c e U r e n , o f E n v i r o n m e n t 
P l a n n i n g a n d L e g i s l a t i o n , 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T , w h o w i l l b e 
l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e d a y - t o - d a y 
implementa t ion o f the agreement . 

W e expressed concern that w e had 
n o t b e e n k e p t i n f o r m e d t h a t 
p r o g r e s s w a s b e i n g m a d e o n an 
agreement , especial ly s ince w e had 
b e e n accepted by the Na t ive Tit le 
Tribunal as an interested party. Our 
c o n c e r n wi l l n e e d to b e t a k e n up 
w i t h t h e C h i e f M i n i s t e r ' s 
Depar tment , bu t w e were to ld that 
a condi t ion o f the mediat ion process 
w a s strict confidentiality, a n d that 
a n a i m h a d b e e n t o h a v e t h e 
a g r e e m e n t s i g n e d b e f o r e t h e 
mee t ing o f the tribunal on M a y 4 
w h e n c la ims cou ld b e w i t h d r a w n 
a l lowing farther progress t owards 
imp lemen t ing the agreement . 

T h e a g r e e m e n t is n o w a p u b l i c 
d o c u m e n t . E x c e r p t s f r o m t h e 
a g r e e m e n t are p r in t ed o n p a g e 4 
o f th i s Bulletin, bu t the w h o l e t ex t 
i s a v a i l a b l e at w w w . a c t . g o v . a u / 
g o v e r n m e n t / d e p a r t m e n t / c m d/ 

c o m l i a i s o n / I n d i g e n o u s / 
A T S I a g r e e m e n t . h t m l . T h e 
a g r e e m e n t t o o k e f fec t o n M a y 4, 
w h e n t h e A b o r i g i n a l s i g n a t o r i e s 
w i t h d r e w the i r n a t i v e t i t le c l a im 
( A G 6 0 0 1 o f 1 9 9 8 ) . 

A n inter im advisory board , m a d e 
u p o f five Abor iginal representat ives 
as defined in the ag reemen t and five 
others, is to b e set up . T h e five others 
to b e a p p o i n t e d w i l l b e 
representat ive o f re levan t scientific 
e x p e r t i s e , h e r i t a g e e x p e r t i s e , 
e c o t o u r i s m , n o n g o v e r n m e n t 
conservat ion and the Conservator , 
b u t t h e y w i l l b e a p p o i n t e d as 
i n d i v i d u a l s r a t h e r t h a n as 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e i r f ie ld o r 
o r g a n i s a t i o n . M e m b e r s o f t h e 
advisory board wi l l r ece ive a fee bu t 
a r rangements for tha t wi l l not start 
t i l l a f t e r t h e R e m u n e r a t i o n s 
Tribunal mee t s in A u g u s t . 

T h e agreement p roposes that this 
b o a r d s h o u l d b e f o l l o w e d b y t h e 
se t t ing u p o f a Spec ia l Abor ig ina l 
Lease and a m a n a g e m e n t board, but 
nei ther the lease n o r t h e board can 
b e e s t a b l i s h e d w h i l e t h e s e c o n d 
c l a i m ( A G 6 0 0 2 o f 1 9 9 8 ) r ema ins 
unset t led. D o n Bel l h a s decided to 
proceed wi th the c la im rather than 
s ign the agreement . Therefore the 
a d v i s o r y b o a r d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o 
operate until the c l a im is wi thdrawn 
or determined. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

to be held on 
Thursday 16th. A u g u s t 

a t 8 p m 

at 

Fores t ry House , B a n k s Street, 

Y A E R A L U M L A 

http://www.act.gov.au/


Managing the southern region 
" M a n a g i n g the S o u t h e r n R e g i o n " 
w a s the title o f Dr Tbny Fleming 's 
address to the wel l -a t tended Apri l 
general meet ing o f the associat ion. 
Tony is cu r ren t ly D i r e c t o r o f t h e 
S o u t h e r n R e g i o n o f t h e N S W 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
( N P W S ) and is well k n o w n to m a n y 
m e m b e r s a s h e h a s h a d a l o n g 
association wi th our area. Tony has 
been a Director o f the Conservat ion 
Counc i l , a c and ida t e for the A C T 
Assembly and a Ministerial Adviser. 
N o w w i t h N S W N P W S h e is 
responsible for the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
1800 sq km of pa rks extending from 

j u s t s o u t h o f W o l l o n g o n g to t h e 
V i c t o r i a n b o r d e r a n d a c r o s s t o 
Holbrook and C o w r a in the west. 

Tony j o i n e d N S W N P W S at the 
t i m e o f a very s i g n i f i c a n t 
r e s t r u c t u r e . T h e s e r v i c e w a s 
extensively decent ra l i sed wi th the 
object of mak ing m a n a g e m e n t m o r e 
aware o f local issues, providing local 
c o m m u n i t i e s w i t h a m u c h m o r e 
a c c e s s i b l e p o i n t o f c o n t a c t , a n d 
dispell ing communi ty concerns that 
dec i s ions w e r e b e i n g m a d e by an 
execut ive r emote from the regions. 
T h e N P W S structure is n o w m a d e 
u p of four regional field directorates 
and four corporate directorates T h e 
field di rectorates have their ma in 
c e n t r e s at G r a f t o n , P a r r a m a t t a , 
D u b b o and Queanbeyan . Ibgether , 
they incorporate 19 regions , m a d e 
u p o f m o r e t h a n 5 0 a r e a s , w i t h 
offices and w o r k depots strategically 
l o c a t e d to m e e t t h e n e e d s o f the 
c o m m u n i t y a n d t o e f f i c i e n t l y 
manage protec ted areas . 

T h e S o u t h e r n R e g i o n , 
h e a d q u a r t e r e d in Q u e a n b e y a n , 
c o m p r i s e s f o u r a r e a s , N o w r a Garrood  
( m a n a g e d b y D i a n n e G a r r o o d ) , 
Merimbula , J indabyne and Tumut . 
T h e r e g i o n n o t o n l y h a s a l a r g e 
n u m b e r o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s a n d 
reserves, but a lso m a n y off-reserve 
conservation areas presently covered 
b y local g o v e r n m e n t and reg iona l 
environmental plans. Tony has set up 
a divis ion for t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f 
these off-reserve areas. The challenge 
to the service is to initiate a culture 
o f critical management to ensure that 

these valuable conservation areas are 
managed properly and efficiently. The 
Southern Region also has a Resorts 
Division to oversee the management 
o f resorts in Kosciuszko National Park. 

T h e S o u t h e r n R e g i o n 
Comprehensive Regional Assessment 
( C R A ) process has resulted in 320 000 
hectares o f n e w parks be ing added to 
the system. M a n y o f these addit ions 
w e r e formerly state forests wi th an 
e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t m a n a g e m e n t 
routine. A m o n g some very significant 
addit ions are: 

• Brindabel la Nat ional Park - this 
addition closed a 'gap' between the 
A C T border and KNP. 

• Woomargama National Park - (near 
Albury) the first park of this nature 
in the western section of the region. 

• B u c k e n b o w r a / M o n g a N a t i o n a l 
Park - this addit ion has added to 
the concept o f a cont inuous belt 
o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s a l o n g t h e 
escarpment . 

• M u r r a m a r a n g M u r r a m a r a n g  N a t i o n a l P a r k 
e x t e n s i o n s a n d t h e C o a s t a l 
L a k e s Na t iona l P a r k s (eg M e r o o 
N P ) are s ign i f ican t add i t ions as 
they no t on ly p r e se rve va luab le 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a s , b u t a l s o 
p r o v i d e l inks f rom the coas t to 
t h e e s c a r p m e n t . T o n y 
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t w e s h o u l d 
b e c o m e a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e s e 
add i t ions . 

S o m e o f the n e w add i t ions p o s e 
m a n y m a n a g e m e n t chal lenges to the 
s e r v i c e . P r e v i o u s l y t h e y w e r e 
m a n a g e d as s ta te forests wi th the 
m a n y l o g g i n g r o a d s p r o v i d i n g 
a l m o s t u n l i m i t e d a c c e s s t o 
u n r e s t r i c t e d c a m p i n g a reas . N o w 
tha t they have been inc luded in the 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s e s t a t e c o m m u n i t y 
expec ta t ions r ega rd ing acces s and 
u se m a y have to b e changed . T h i s is 
a ma jo r pub l ic re la t ions exerc i se for 
the service . Tony i s p leased tha t the 
n e w a r e a s c o m p r i s e g o o d 
representa t ive eco-sys tems and are 
v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n s t o t h e a r e a s 
m a n a g e d b y the S o u t h e r n Reg ion . 
W e s t o f t h e e s c a r p m e n t t h e n e w 
addi t ions are s o m e t i m e s smal l and 
s c a t t e r e d a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 
l andholders are b e i n g encouraged to 

a s s i s t w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n o f 
c o r r i d o r s . T h i s is a n o t h e r 
m a n a g e m e n t cha l l enge and Tony 
be l ieves tha t it wil l p robab ly b e a 
l eng thy p roces s bu t he is opt imis t ic 
abou t t h e o u t c o m e s . 

A t p r e s e n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
45 per cen t o f the area administered 
by the Sou the rn Region is declared 
wi lde rness under the provis ions o f 
the N S W Wilderness Act , 1987 and 
so mee t s the criteria o f naturalness, 
s i z e a n d t h e a b i l i t y to p r o v i d e 
soli tude and self-reliant recreation. 
T h e S o u t h e r n R e g i o n C R A 
iden t i f i e s a h o s t o f a reas i n the 
ex i s t ing P a r k s or n e w areas that 
m e e t t hese cr i ter ia and thus have 
t h e o p t i o n o f b e i n g d e c l a r e d a 
wi lde rness . Wi lde rness declara t ion 
is a con ten t ious i s sue - c o m m u n i t y 
v i e w s t e n d t o b e p o l a r i s e d , 
espec ia l ly w h e n t radi t ional access 
is a l t e r e d o r p r o h i b i t e d , e g i n 
B r i n d a b e l l a N P t rad i t iona l four-
whee l dr ive and horse r iding routes 
cou ld b e c losed . A n d no t only w o u l d 
t hose w h o f o r m e r l y en joyed such 
access feel d i sadvan taged , bu t also 
another o u t c o m e could be increased 
u s e o f o t h e r a r e a s f o r s u c h 
act ivi t ies . In the Southern Reg ion 
a to ta l o f 2 0 0 845 h e c t a r e s h a v e 
b e e n found to satisfy the cri teria for 
w i l d e r n e s s . I t i s u p t o t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t to decide wh ich , i f any, 
o f t h e s e a r e a s i t w i l l f o r m a l l y 
dec lare w i lde rnes s . T h e se rv ice is 
n o w s e e k i n g c o m m u n i t y v i e w s on 
the v a l u e s o f the identif ied areas , 
and the i r sui tabi l i ty for wi lde rness 
dec lara t ion . Tony u rged in teres ted 
peop le to m a k e a submiss ion . 

The N S W Government commissioned 
a r e v i e w b y M r B r e t W a l k e r S C 
fo l lowing r ecommenda t ions b y the 
Coroner's report into the 1997 Thredbo 
landslide. The Walker Report made four 
key recommendations, all of which were 
accepted by the Government These key 
recommendations are: 

• t o re ta in the ski resorts wi thin 
Kosc iuszko National Park, under 
the m a n a g e m e n t o f N P W S ; 



Walking in northern Kosciuszko 
T h e v e r y n o r t h e r n e n d o f 
K o s c i u s z k o , n o r t h o f t h e S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s H ighway , i s exce l l en t 
walk ing country. M o s t o f the sub-
alpine peaks are easy to access and 
provide good v iews over extensive 
frost hol low plains like Long, Boggy 
and Nungar . B y c l imbing to the 
summi t s o f hi l ls l ike Tan tangara 
(1745m), N u n g a r (1710m) , Nat tung 
(1618m) andMiche lago (1580m), you 

get a good feel for the surrounding 
c o u n t r y w i t h v i e w s t o T a b l e t o p , 
Jagungal and the Main R a n g e in the 
south, the Bogong Peaks to the west , 
the Br indabe l las in the nor th and 
Scabby and Yaouk-Bill Ranges to the 
east . You can also see s o m e major 
intrusions on the landscape l ike dams 
and power l ines , and the damaging 
effects o f illegal 4 W D trails and feral 
animals like brumbies and pigs. 

Mount Nungar 

Tantangara Mountain 

Photos a n d text b y 
R o b y n B a r k e r 
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• to d e v e l o p a R e g i o n a l 
Environmental Plan to apply to the 
sM resorts; 

• the Min i s t e r for U r b a n Affairs 
and P l a n n i n g to b e the consen t 
a u t h o r i t y f o r f u t u r e m a j o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h e s e w i l l b e 
t h o s e o v e r t h e v a l u e o f 
approx imate ly $2 mil l ion, wh i l e 
t h e N P W S w o u l d r e m a i n the 
c o n s e n t a u t h o r i t y fo r m i n o r 
deve lopmen t s ; and 

• responsibili ty for the Alp ine W a y 
and the Kosc iuszko R o a d to b e 
transferred from the N P W S to 
the R o a d Traffic Authority. 

T h e repor t conc luded that N P W S 
should retain responsibility for the 
ski resort villages due to their location 
wi th in the pa rk and due to their 
highly specialised purpose and use. 

Tbny is conf ident tha t p lanning 
and m a n a g e m e n t wil l cont inue to 
emphas ise conservat ion. 

H e a l s o t o l d u s t h a t t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t had m a d e a decis ion to 
i n c r e a s e t h e n u m b e r o f b e d s at 
Per i sher and that negot ia t ions are 
u n d e r w a y to bui ld a v i l lage centre. 
Tony is confident that th is c a n be 
done successfully. 

A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n T o n y a c c e p t e d 
q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e . 
Q u e s t i o n i n g w a s very v i g o r o u s and 
p o i n t e d . S o m e c o n c e r n w a s 
e x p r e s s e d a b o u t s k i r e s o r t 
d e v e l o p m e n t b u t the m a i n th rus t 
o f the ques t ion ing conce rned horses 
w i th in K o s c i u s z k o N a t i o n a l P a r k -
b o t h d o m e s t i c and feral , w i t h ho r se 
r i d i n g c o m i n g i n f o r a m a j o r 
" c a n i n g " . T o n y a n s w e r e d a l l 
q u e s t i o n s t h o r o u g h l y , c h e e r f u l l y 
a n d politely. F r o m bo th h i s answers 
a n d a d d r e s s I g a i n e d t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n tha t Tony w a s n o t on ly 

o n t o p o f h i s j o b b u t a l so d e e p l y 
c o m m i t t e d t o t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
e th ic . H e a l so po in ted ou t tha t t h e 
A c t u n d e r w h i c h n a t i o n a l p a r k s 
a r e e s t a b l i s h e d p r o v i d e s fo r t h e 
p a r k s t o m e e t a r e c r e a t i o n a l 
func t ion as we l l as a c o n s e r v a t i o n 
f u n c t i o n . I t i s a s t a t u t o r y 
r e q u i r e m e n t o n t h e s e r v i c e t o 
fac i l i t a te b o t h c o m p o n e n t s . T o n y 
a l s o h a s t h e e x t r e m e l y d i f f i cu l t 
t a s k o f e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e p a r k ' s 
n e i g h b o u r s are sat isf ied w i th p a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t , and r e i t e ra t ed t h a t 
t h e d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n o f N P W S ' s 
admin i s t r a t i on w a s a s t r a t egy p u t 
in p l a c e to he lp ach i eve th is a i m . 

T h e en thus ias t i c a p p l a u s e t h a t 
c a r r i e d C l i v e ' s v o t e o f t h a n k s 
indica ted our appreciat ion o f Tony's 
a d d r e s s a n d h i s o b v i o u s 
c o m m i t m e n t . 

L e n H a s k e w 



Funding Gudgenby 
regeneration 
I n M a r c h , E l e a n o r S t o d a r t ,  S todar t  as 
P r e s i d e n t o f the G u d g e n b y B u s h 
Regene ra t i on Group , wro t e to the 
M i n i s t e r f o r U r b a n S e r v i c e s , 
M r Brendan Smyth, conveying some 
conce rns abou t future suppor t for 
the project . A s readers are p robab ly 
aware , the task is to regenera te to 
na t ive species s o m e 350 hec ta res o f 
N a m a d g i p r e v i o u s l y p l a n t e d t o 
p i n e s . W h i l s t a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h e 
p rogress m a d e so far E leanor d r ew 
at tent ion to the need for funds, in 
par t icular for: 

• felling o f p ines as A C T Fores ts 
appear unwi l l ing to do this from 
their o w n resources ; 

• b u r n i n g o f s l a s h as t h i s h a s 
proved va luable for germina t ion 
and w e e d control ; 

• s p r a y i n g o f w e e d s w h i c h a r e 
beyond m a n u a l control ; and 
supervision b y a dedicated Parks 
staff m e m b e r for at least par t o f 
each year. 

T h e t e x t o f t h e M i n i s t e r ' s 
r e p l y d a t e d 2 6 A p r i l 2 0 0 1 i s 
r e p r o d u c e d b e l o w . 

Dear Eleanor 

Thank y o u for y o u r letter r ece ived 19 March 2001 regarding the 

future o f the G u d g e n b y Bush Regenerat ion Project . 

I a c k n o w l e d g e y o u r c o n c e r n s regarding the c o n t i n u e d funding o f 

this p ro j ec t and wi sh t o a d v i s e that the g o v e r n m e n t is s t rongly 

c o m m i t t e d to suppor t ing the pro jec t and ensuring that appropriate 

o u t c o m e s are ach ieved . 

I a m a d v i s e d that A C T Fores t s wili c o n t i n u e fel l ing o p e r a t i o n s in 

t h e nea r future and it is e x p e c t e d that felling o f t h e remaining 

p ine t r ees will take p l a c e o v e r the next t w o y e a r s . 

W h e r e n e c e s s a r y a p ro jec t officer m a y b e a p p o i n t e d t o m a n a g e 

e l e m e n t s o f t h e p r o j e c t inc lud ing s lashing, burn ing and w e e d 

c o n t r o l . 

I app laud the efforts o f the G u d g e n b y Bush Regenera t ion G r o u p , 

w h i c h has significantly con t r ibu ted to the s u c c e s s o f this project . 

It is e n c o u r a g i n g t o n o t e that partnerships b e t w e e n g o v e r n m e n t 

and c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s c a n result in such pos i t ive o u t c o m e s . 

Thank y o u for raising y o u r c o n c e r n s with m e . I trust I have b e e n 

o f s o m e - a s s i s t a n c e . 

Your s s ince re ly 

Brendan Smyth MLA 

26 April 2001 

u 

OCCURRENCE: Matnly on drier and lower 
slopes; extends down to edges of grassy plains, 
also wio taller forests at high altitudes Native ID 
and planted m city area. Examples along Ma jura 
Rd N of airpon. Also NSW. Vic. Qld. SA. 
FORM: Small irregular tree 10-15 m on poor 
sices; straighten tall (to 25 m) in forests, large 
and spreading m woodlands. { , i 
BARK: Smooth, creamy white, usually tinged 
red in late summer. Often rough at base and in 
strips, sometimes extensive, on trunV. 
LEAVES. ADULT: Stalked, alternate; lanceolate, grey-green 
and dull. JUVENILE: Stalk I ess, opposite, round and very glau­
cous, may be wider than long, with a notched end. 
BUDS- Axillary 3-fowered umbels, glaucous Flowprc Nov-
Feb 
F R U I T : Stalkless. cup-shaped wrth f l « or slightl* domed xop. 
protruding knives. 5-7 m m diam 
NOTES Similar to E dattyrnptvana and £ wTunoM. Distinguish 
by drier hjibnat. dull grey-green adult leaves, very glaucous 
juvenile leaves 

Eucalyptus rubida (Candlebark) has 
germinated well from seed broadcast 

during Gudgenby regeneration.. 
This description is taken from the 
NPA's publication, F ie ld Gu ide to 

the Nat ive Trees o f the ACT. 

Vale 
It is with deep regre t that w e record 
t h e dea th o f a s soc ia t ion m e m b e r 
K e n Johnson w h o passed away on 
S a t u r d a y , A p r i l 1 4 . K e n w a s a 
d raugh t sman and ar t is t o f ta lent 
w h o was a lways wi l l ing to give o f 
his t ime and expert ise and did so for 
the N P A on m a n y occas ions . H e was 
also a passionate walker with a very 
s t rong feeling for the B u d a w a n g s . 
In the early 80s , toge ther wi th NPA 
l i fe m e m b e r s S h e i l a K r u s e a n d 
Ol ive Buckman , h e w a s involved in 
a H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t s p o n s o r e d 
m o v e t o i n t e r e s t t h e g e n e r a l 
C a n b e r r a p u b l i c in r e c r e a t i o n a l 
walking. T h e success o f their efforts 
flowed d o w n to t h e W a l k i n g F o r 
Pleasure w e k n o w today. M e m b e r s 
o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n e x t e n d t h e i r 
sympathy to Ken 's widow, Jo , and 
o ther m e m b e r s o f the family. 

S y d Comfor t 



Legal eagles for the environment 
Mel i s sa Honner , solicitor wi th the 
A C T E n v i r o n m e n t a l D e f e n d e r ' s 
Office, ( E D O ) w a s the gues t speaker 
at our M a r c h general meet ing . H e r 
talk gave m e m b e r s an out l ine o f the 
h i s t o r y o f t h e E D O n e t w o r k , i t s 
funding and activities. 

T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l D e f e n d e r ' s 
Office ( A C T ) Inc . is one o f a ne twork 
of c o m m u n i t y legal centres across 
A u s t r a l i a w h i c h s p e c i a l i s e i n 
envi ronmenta l law. T h e first E D O 
was es tabl ished in Sydney in 1985. 
This Office w a s fol lowed later b y the 
open ing o f offices in Br i sbane and 
M e l b o u r n e . I n m o r e recent yea r s , 
f o l l o w i n g a C o m m o n w e a l t h 
G o v e r n m e n t c o m m i t m e n t in M a y 
1995 to f o n d a nat ional n e t w o r k o f 
env i ronmen ta l l awyers , the o the r 
s t a t e s a n d t e r r i t o r i e s h a v e 
establ ished their offices to comple te 
the E D O n e t w o r k across Aust ra l ia . 

T h e E D O ( A C T ) was es tabl ished 
i n 1 9 9 5 . I t i s a n i n d e p e n d e n t 
communi ty legal centre special is ing 
in e n v i r o n m e n t a l l aw . T h e A C T 
E D O w a s operat ional b y mid -1996 
and h a s s i n c e h a d a p r o d u c t i v e 
his tory w h i c h has inc luded ho ld ing 
envi ronmenta l l aw workshops and 
seminars , successful ly sugges t i ng 
construct ive changes to impor tan t 
l e g i s l a t i o n s u c h a s t h e L a n d 
(P l ann ing a n d E n v i r o n m e n t A c t ) , 
w r i t i n g d e t a i l e d s u b m i s s i o n s o n 
G o v e r n m e n t p r o p o s a l s , e g t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n a n d 
B i o d i v e r s i t y C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t , 
g iv ing presenta t ions to schools and 
communi ty g roups and publ i sh ing 
a quar ter ly newsletter , EDO Talk. 

E D O s a r e f u n d e d b y t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h Attorney-General ' s 
Depa r tmen t unde r the C o m m u n i t y 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l L e g a l P r o g r a m . 
A recent G o v e r n m e n t decis ion has 
p reven ted E D O s from us ing these 
f u n d s t o a s s i s t c l i e n t s i n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l i t i g a t i o n - r e l a t e d 
act ivi t ies . Never the les s , the E D O 
e n c o u r a g e s c l i e n t s p o t e n t i a l l y 
i n v o l v e d i n l i t i g a t i o n - r e l a t e d 
act iv i t ies or o the r e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
l aw mat te rs to contact the E D O all 
the same, in order that the E D O can 
assess w h e t h e r ass is tance c a n b e 
provided or whe the r there m a y b e 

Management of 
Public Lands 

A. »ieniG»rt pan rf lhe ACT (HW) ii 
rcserad is Pnblic Lmd; wfckh creates specific 

agencies. 

f What H Public Umd? 

Public Land it reserved, through lilt-
wJ? Territory Plan (ier Fart Shot I) lot 

one w more of tneje purposes 

M*$ 
. (*)awilderne^ar«; 
\1>) a notional pork, fg. Namadgi 

ffi-ffat , NaaeHalfiark 
[• (c) a tiatarc m o w , rg. Tidknbtth 
I Nature Rair/t • -
I (S) a ipeeii] purpose m m r , eg 

jK̂ 'rarrO of ikt Mvrrvmbidgee Rnv 
^Corridor.-
L Cc) *n nrban ijjioi spaco, tg urban 

jf parks andiparttpaanh 
JK(0^oeirMiayarburialrpT)urNl; ' 

-(g) stake, eg-'Laif Jbggtivnatg 

U n d ( i u Fact Sheer 7J. 

The Land Ad prrrvidea that (bo Conservator 
should prepare i Management Plan Jbr 
Public Land as soon as practicable aflo- it it 
iiaHGed'talie Terrttory Plan, Unlila 
MvaBjcmnt Plan is prepared, thr PubEc 
i *nrt n jnanerfccl aom fling to objectivea 
specified in Schedule I ofibc Land Act 
Ibis suits primary and 

secondary ca^ecsnca, wr* Ihe nrJTBsry 
objocrivc pjuvjiteig i f (ban is any 
Bawmitaty, to, (be primary objective tor 
a mauic raerve u "lo c c s u o v c (be natural 
tnvniittnenl" tad (ha scccodary objective 
is "to provide fur poblio UK of (be uca ten 
recreation, educarirD u d research" 
Ihatfirre, me public may be T«-1HÂ  if 
flierr aetxvities K mornament with 
carucrvstioD oTlbe Kc-ismroao. 

WhtisaManmgminwtPtait? 

[ OO-a'̂ iort mdjcCTratian reserve,' 
ig-Mwoka Oval 

• The innr/ (Planning wvSKrrtfrtaairTil) Ad 

:C^ir^^*e/JMfl 'rjroyirfc%lhe 
rnanafantaa of nibliclind.. ' 

Trie Nature Ojoirmeipn Act provides tor a 
»ConicxvtfQr'rj£ Flora and Tpaiaza (die 
CuruerrtnijO «a l rbe ACT Pwi^ and ; 
Gmwvoion Service [the-Servicci. "hit 
Coucrvaeat-and (be Service are gsvea ponen 
lo regulate acuvoia on Public Laid. v>bich ii 
Teamed fra crnjeryirjDD piaposes. lb* . 
Ceniervasaralio bis atdisjaubai 10 preptrr a 
Nature Conservation ScrHegy and ACUOB 
Plaas fbr ifnaleiied apeciei. Kbiob all hive 

' uspGcBUona fbr the managpiina-of Public 

Environmental Defenders Office (ACT) Inc. 

A MaDagcmcnt Plan ii a docurDcot *hkh 
racliides o description of for area of 
Public Load and cpeciEei tbe mamer in 
Hindi ibe usnt&mcDt oojertives are 
fpnLgtn be iraplxiiiculedoT 
pomoied"tn um ma Tbe processes i-'^i 
fijr flic nuking and variation of » 
FlarrefMaugianert are lbs> sane 
and ire illustrated in Figure D. 

MjTTiygrTT*n> ptaoj typically deal 
wiib uica istucs at pfotcctiDD of 
natural rosouioea, mdudme 

frrcacction oTcultuml rejwrct*, 
such is heritage places: visitor 
o k ; «vJ ccotrol of pot planu. aid 
fnqr»li Tbcyisay addresadte 
revolvement of Padrrarcand 
Landcare gftwpt n maoagerDast of 
Public Land. 

o t h e r m e a n s a v a i l a b l e to a s s i s t 
cUents. Moreover , the E D O ( A C T ) is 
current ly exp lo r ing o ther poss ib le 
a v e n u e s o f f u n d i n g t o a s s i s t i n 
l i t igation-related activities, such as 
donations and marke t cost-recovery. 
A t present the local E D O receives 
$35 000 annua l ly from the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t . T h i s is suff icient to 
employ M e l i s s a three days a w e e k 
and an office assis tant one day per 
week . A g r a n t from E n v i r o n m e n t 
A C T p r o d u c e s t h e n e w s l e t t e r . 
Fund ing in o the r s tates seems to 
more generous as N S W , for example, 
has five full- t ime solicitors. 

The objects o f the Environmenta l 
Defender 's Office ( A C T ) are: 

• Tb operate a communi ty legal aid 
service to provide legal services on 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d r e l a t e d 
mat ters to pe r sons w h o cannot 
otherwise afford or obtain such 
services. 

• l b relieve the sufFering, distress, 
helplessness and disempowerment 

tha t resu l t s f rom 
a n i n a b i l i t y t o 
a c c e s s l e g a l 
services in relation 
to matters affecting 
t h e n a t u r a l a n d 
built environment. 
• T o e d u c a t e 
m e m b e r s o f t h e 
c o m m u n i t y abou t 
t h e p r o c e s s e s 
establ ished by and 
r i g h t s u n d e r 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
l aws . 

• T o u n d e r t a k e 
activit ies that wil l 
p romote access to 
t h e l e g a l s y s t e m 
f o r p e r s o n s 
seeking to protect 
the env i ronment . 
• T h e o f f i c e 
p r o v i d e s f r e e , 
i n i t i a l a d v i c e o n 
environmental l aw 
to m e m b e r s o f the 
publ ic . 

E D O s e r v i c e s to 
t h e A C T a n d 

reg iona l communi ty inc lude: 

• A s s i s t i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e in e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
decis ion-making. 

• P r o v i d i n g l e g a l a d v i c e a n d 
ass is tance to peop le seek ing to 
p ro tec t the envi ronment ; 

• P r e s e n t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l l a w 
seminars for the c o m m u n i t y and 
interes ted professions; 

• P r o v i d i n g c o m m u n i t y l e g a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , s u c h as p r i n t e d 
mater ia ls , fact sheets , e tc; 

• R e s e a r c h i n g p u b l i c i n t e r e s t 
ma t te r s in environmenta l l aw; 

• P romot ing laws and l aw reforms 
t h a t h e l p p r o t e c t t h e 
environment; 

• A s s i s t i n g t h e c o m m u n i t y t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e in e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
decis ion-making. 



NPA reports on implementation plans 
Fol lowing enquir ies b y Legis la t ive 
Assembly Standing Commit tees into 
t h e M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s f o r t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R ive r Cor r idor and 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k , 
Envi ronment A C T agreed to prepare 
Implemen ta t ion P lans for reserve 
areas, each b a s e d on the re levant 
M a n a g e m e n t Plan, bu t se t t ing out 
m o r e s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n P l a n s w e r e t o 
include tasks to be performed, target 
dates and performance measures for 
the annual w o r k p rog rams , output 
s t a t e m e n t s a n d p e r f o r m a n c e 
indicators. A s part o f the 1999-2000 
Env i ronment Grants P rogram, the 
NPA under took to p roduce a report 
w h i c h e x a m i n e s h o w w e l l t h e 
Implementa t ion Plans produced to 
d a t e s u p p l y d e t a i l o n c u r r e n t 
managemen t actions and budgets in 
parks and reserves . 

T h e report , which was submit ted 
to Env i ronmen t A C T in mid-March , 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n p u t f r o m t h e 
Conservat ion Counci l o f the South 
East Region and Canberra and used 
the results o f a t e lephone survey o f 
park ca re g r o u p s affected by the 
Implementa t ion Plans . T h e body o f 
t h e 1 4 - p a g e r e p o r t p r o v i d e s 
s u p p o r t i n g ma te r i a ] for n ine k e y 
points which are out l ined below. 

K e y p o i n t s 
1. Env i ronmen t A C T has prepared 

Implementa t ion Plans (IPs) for 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k , 
T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e R e s e r v e , 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r Corr idor , 
a n d t h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S t r a t e g y b u t a l l , w i t h t h e 
e x c e p t i o n o f the las t , a re wel l 
behind schedule. The approach to 
the IPs has varied with the result 
tha t t he re are t h ree di f ferent 
models . Differences in the style 
o f the M a n a g e m e n t P lans also 
contr ibute to the inconsis tency o f 
the IP models . 

2. As intended, the Implementat ion 
P l a n s c o n t a i n m o r e p l a n n i n g 
detail than do the M a n a g e m e n t 
Plans but they have failed to pick 
up all the c o m m e n t s m a d e in 
submiss ions on the M a n a g e m e n t 
P l a n s w h i c h , in E n v i r o n m e n t 

A C T ' s response, were cons idered 
a p p r o p r i a t e to the IPs r a t h e r 
than to the M a n a g e m e n t Plans . 

3. E n v i r o n m e n t A C T h a s i n d i c a t e d 
that there is a need for still m o r e 
p lanning . This is reflected in the 
c o m m i t m e n t to specific reserve 
s t ra tegies for Canberra Na tu re 
P a r k , a n d s i t e a n d f u n c t i o n 
m a n a g e m e n t s t r a t e g i e s f o r 
Tidbinbi l la . T h e reserve specific 
p lans for the Canberra Na tu re 
Pa rk in particular, need to have 
a s t rong practical focus and to b e 
w o r k e d out in consul tat ion w i th 
the re levant park care g roups . 

4. M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s f o r t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e River C o r r i d o r 
and Tidbinbi l la stated that the 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n P l a n s w o u l d 
indicate tasks to be performed, 
t a rge t da tes and p e r f o r m a n c e 
m e a s u r e s . T h e I P s v a r y 
c o n s i d e r a b l y in h o w wel l t hey 
achieve these goals . Only the IP 
for t h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Strategy has satisfactory targets. 
T h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e R i v e r 
Corr idor IP looks effective, but in 
pract ice the descriptions are not 
a l w a y s t a rge t or p e r f o r m a n c e 
or iented. The Tidbinbil la IP sets 
target dates for some act ions or 
s t a g e s o f a c t i o n s w h i l e t h e 
C a n b e r r a Na tu re Park IP has 
very few targets or per formance 
measures . 

5. T h e L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y 
S tand ing Commi t tee on Urban 
Services requested that the IPs 
indica te budgets . N o budge t is 
s h o w n in t h e N a t u r e 
Conservat ion Strategy IP whi le 
the IPs for Tidbinbil la and the 
Canberra Nature Park indicate 
funds ava i l ab l e for func t iona l 
areas in broad terms. The River 
Cor r ido r IP has quite deta i led 
budget figures, with an important 
distinction made be tween funds 
a l loca ted to d i sc re t ionary and 
non-discretionary items. 

6. The degree to which IPs indicate 
priorities between actions varies. 
T h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Strategy and River Corridor plans 
have a scoring system to give some 

rational and defensible basis for 
a l l o c a t i n g p r i o r i t i e s b e t w e e n 
actions where resources are limited 
( for a l l o c a t i n g f u n d s w i t h i n 
budgets and perhaps for indicating 
budge t n e e d s ) . T idb inb i l l a and 
Canberra Nature Park IPs use the 
broad priority rating given in the 
Management Plans. 

7. T h e v a l u e o f t h e I P s as a 
f r a m e w o r k f o r r e p o r t i n g a l s o 
v a r i e s , w i t h t h e N a t u r e 
Conserva t ion Stra tegy IP be ing 
m o s t e f fec t ive , t h e n t h e R i v e r 
Cor r idor a n d T idb inb i l l a , w i th 
the Canberra Nature Park be ing 
least effective. 

8. T h e L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y 
Standing C o m m i t t e e on Urban 
Services requested that the IPs 
be publ ic d o c u m e n t s . H o w e v e r 
they have been made available to 
a l imited extent only. 

9. F u t u r e d i r e c t i o n s for t h e IP 
process. The preparation of IPs, 
r a the r t h a n b e i n g j u s t t i m e 
consuming should save time later 
as wel l p r e p a r e d IPs wi l l a id 
efficiency in directing resources , 
and will also make reporting more 
efficient. Adoption o f a three year 
cycle of planning, as is being used 
for the N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S t r a t egy , c o u l d i n c r e a s e c o s t 
efficiency. S imi la r ly , i nc rea sed 
e f f i c i e n c i e s w i l l c o m e w i t h 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e p l a n s a n d 
reporting process into the normal 
a n n u a l r e p o r t i n g p r o c e s s , as 
planned. Experience in preparing 
IPs should ensure that any future 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s ( s u c h as 
Namadgi) will be written in such a 
way as to simplify the preparation 
of IPs. The Murrumbidgee River 
Corridor IP would make the best 
model for IPs which are based on a 
Management Plan, with wording 
of projects better addressing the 
n e e d for r e p o r t i n g , a n d w i t h 
t a r g e t s fo r e a c h y e a r c l e a r l y 
exp re s sed . S e p a r a t i n g ou t the 
continuing actions from actions of 
a m o r e pro jec t or iented na ture 
could make the setting o f targets 
much easier. 

Eleanor S t o d a r t 



NATIONAL P A R K S A S S O C I A T I O N (ACT) I N C O R P O R A T E D 

NPA outings program 
June - September 2001 

Outings guide 

Walk gradings : Terrain grading 
Distance grading (per clay) A - Road, firetrail track 
1 —up to 10km B - O p e n forest 
2 - 10km ro 15km C-Light scrub 

.3 - 15km to 20kra . D — Parches of thick scrub, regrowth 
4 —above. 20km E — Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY WEDNESDAY O R AS INDICATED 

IN PROGRAM. 
Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. BOOK EARLY WITH LEADER. 
Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The outings convenor is happy to suggest 
locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office 
as soon as you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept responsibility for 
any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation, to the nearest dollar, of THIRTY cents per kilometre DIVIDED BYTHE NUMBER OF OCCUPANTS 
in the car, including the driver, be offered to the driver by each passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 
approximate distances for return journeys. 

16 June Saturday daywalk 
The Long Flat 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
3A7B 
Maps: Colinton, Bredbo 1:25 000 
Phone: 6268 4864(w), 6292 3502(h) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.00am. The 
walk will start at the Mt Clear campground. 
We will travel south along Grassy Creek to 
the NSW border, and then follow it along to 
the most southerly point of the ACT. We will 
return along the Long Flat and generally 
follow the old farm track back to base. A walk 
through some rural history o f the ACT. 
160kms, $48 per car. 

18 — 21 June midweek packwalk 
Winter on Namadgi Peaks — Gudgenby 
and Sentry Box 
Leader: Graham Scully 
2A/C/D/E 
Maps: Rendezvous Creek, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6230 3352 
Starting at the locked gate at the southern end 
of the Old Bobeyan Road we spend the first 
day leisurely visiting a number of historic sites 
in the Naas Creek valley, setting up camp 
below Mt Gudgenby. On Tuesday we climb 
Gudgenby and return to camp. The next day 
we move to a new camp and climb Sentry 
Box. A light dusting of snow has been 

arranged for both peaks. On the final day we 
return to our cars via a very old track, where 
two people buried at Bobeyan were killed in 
a dray accident long ago. In the event of bad 
weather we'll stay in the valleys and visit huts. 
In any case warm clothing for day and night 
is essential. Phone leader for details and 
bookings, numbers limited. I60kms, 
$48 per car. 



24 June Sunday daywalk 
Red Rocks on the Murrumbidgee 
Leader: Steve Hill 
1A/C/E 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A relatively easy walk, mainly on track, but 
involving a little rock scrambling along the 
Murrumbidgee Corridor from the confluence 
of Tuggeranong Creek to Red Rocks. We 
might divert to 'the canyon along the way 
(some more mild rock scrambling). This is 
one of the most scenic stretches of the river 
and, if we are quiet, we will be overwhelmed 
by a huge variety o f native birds and 
kangaroos. Meet at the Urambi Hills carpark 
near the corner of Athllon and Learmonth 
Drives at 10.00am for a pleasant day. 
No vehicle costs. 

27 June Wednesday daywalk 
Parliamentary Triangle 
Leaden Ken Free 
1A 
Map: Canberra Street Directory 
Phone: 6295 8894 
A cultural walk! Meet in the carpark of the 
Australian Archives at East Block at 9.00am. 
We will rake a Uesurely stroll to old Parliament 
House to cake in the Portrait Gallery. From 
there, depending on the interests o f 
participants, we have a choice of the National 
gallery, the High Court, the National Library 
and the Regatta Point Exhibition. Time 
permitting, there is also the opportunity to 
visit the new National Museum of Australia. 
A walk designed to soak up some winter 
sunshine, pleasant Jake foreshore views and a 
iitde bit of culture. A few dollars will be 
needed for places that have an entry fee 
(exhibitions) and for cappucinos. 

July 1 Sunday daywalk 
Mt Sentry Box 
Leader: Max Lawrence 
2C/D/E 
Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 1370 
Meet at the Kambah Village shops at 8.00am. 
A steep offrrack climb up the southern side 
of Sentry Box from the Yaouk road, with time 
to explore the broad and expansive summit, 
including Sentry Box Rock. Some rock 
scrambling, and magnificent views. 180 kms, 
$54 per car. 

2 - 18 July carcamping and daywalking 
. escape 

Warrumbtingles and Mt Kaputar National 
. Parks 
- Leader: Graham Scully 
; Phone: 6230 3352 
• Another chance for those of you who missed 

last November's great trip, or for those who 
jusr want a couple of weeks in some grear 
country away from the Canberra winter. A car 

. camping and day walking combination to 
these two spectacular national parks. The 

. itinerary (flexible) is to drive up on 2 July, 
daywalk in the Warrumbungles on 3, 4 and 
5 July, drive to Mt Kaputar on 6 July, daywalk 
7, 8 and 9 July, and return home on 10 July. 
Join us for one section only if you don't have 

• rime for both. 
For the Warrumbungles stage we will be 
staying at the property of fellow NPA 
members Jim and Helen Srevens, a shorr 

. distance from the park boundary. They will 
welcome us to their excellent camping 

. facilities, which include flushing toilet and 
• hot shower! 

Good warm clothing for day and night is 
essential. Phone leader for details and 

. bookings. Up to 1400kms, $420 per car. 

8 July Sunday daywalk 
Pierces Trig 
Leader: Steve Hill 
3AJC/E 
Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 

; Phone: 6231 9186 
A chance to rise above the fog to visit the 

. northern end of the Tidbinbilla range. There 
may even be some snow scenes to enjoy. 
Pierces Trig offers some of the best views of 

• Canberra and environs to be seen. We follow 
the steady climb of the Mounbtain creek Fire 
Trail to the trig and, if we are quiet, we will 
see lyre birds in action. We return to the car 
park largely the same way, but will divert to 
climb up the northern side of the Camels 
Hump for some spectacular views, mainly to 
the south. The walk is on track, except for 
some mild bushbashuing to the camels 
Hump, and an easy rock scramble down the 
southern side to return to the fire trail. Meet 
at Kambah Village shops carpark at 8.30am. 
60kms, $18 per car. 

14 July Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6281 5004 (Eleanor), 6286 2578 
(Syd) 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am, or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
Weeding, wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pines area. Tools 
will be provided. 

15 July Sunday daywalk 
Mc Nungar 
Leader: Max Lawrence 
IB 
Map: Tantangara 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 1370 
Mt Nungar is a notable peak just to the east 
of the road into Tantangara Dam from the 
Snowy Mountains Highway. Afrer a steady 
400 metre climb through open bush we 
should be in the snow, and weather 
permitting, enjoying some great winter 
mountain scenery. This is not a difficult walk, 
but arrangements will depend on road and 
weather conditions at the time. Ring leader 
for bookings and details. 300 kms, 
$90 per car. 

21 July Saturday daywalk 
Deadmans Hill 
Leader: Rob Forster 
2A 
Maps: Corin Dam, WilliamsdaJe 1:25 000 
Phone: 6249 8546 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. 
Starting from Honeysuckle carpark a very 
pleasant walk through new section of the 
Alpine Walking Track to Booroomba Rocks 
carpark, then on old firetrail to Deadmans Hill 
for lunch and view. Return same route. 
80kms, $24 per car. 

25 July daywalk 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Phone; 6288 4171 
The July edition of our series of monthly mid­
week walks. Phone leader for details, which 
will be determined nearer the date. 

28 July Saturday daywalk 
Orroral Circuit 
Leader: Steven Forst 
2A 
Map: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Phone: 6251 6817(h) 
A walk from Orroral Campground up the 
track to Orroral Homestead and the tracking 
station site and beyond, returning on the other 
side of the river. Meet at Kambah Village shops 
at 8.30am. 70kms, $21 per car. 



29 July Sunday daywalk/shuffie 
A winter walk on snow shoes to the 
Paralyser 
Leader: Brian Slee 
IB (in snow) 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6281 0719(h) 
Our first snowshoe walk. Need to be fit, but 
snowshoe experience not necessary. Snowshoes 
(worn with ordinary boots) can be hired from 
Jurciewicz (Fyshwick) and Wilderness and/or 
Paddy Pallin (Jindabyne). From Guthega 
climb on to the Paralyser from Farm Creek 
and follow ridge to trig point and beyond. 
Superb views of Main Range and Perisher. 
Early start (to secure parking) and early finish. 
Book early with leader, bearing in mind that 
walk will be dependent on favourable weather 
oudook. 430kms, $129 per car, plus $15 for 
vehicle without permit 

5 August Sunday daywaik 
Honeysuckle to Visitors Centre 
Leader: Barbara Edgar 
3A 
Maps: Conn Dam, Williamsdale 1:25 000 
Phone: 6230 5685 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. 
Walk from the Honeysuckle carpark back to 
the Namadgi Visitors Centre along the Alpine 
Walking Track, including the new section 
between the Honeysuckle and Booroomba 
Rocks carparks. Nearly all downhill with the 
notable exception of a stiff climb from 
Bushfold up to the Tennent ridge. Car shuffle. 
80kms, $24 per car. 

11 August Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6281 5004 (Eleanor), 6286 2578 
(Syd) 

Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am, or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
Weeding, wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pines area. Tools 
will be provided. 

12 August Sunday daywaik 
Honeysuckle Creek area 
Leader: Mike Smith 
2 B / C 
Reference: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6286 2984 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. 
Starting from Apollo Road about 2 Km before 
the tracking station, a climb of some 400 
metres will take us to the ridge running to the 
SW and ending at spot height 1364 metres. 
From here we will walk down the un-named 
flats (portion 23) for lunch. Return to cars 
will be via Spinnaker Rocks and the fire trail. 
60 kms, $18 per car. 

19 August Sunday daywaik 
Upper Rendezvous Creek 
Leaden Ken Free 
2A/C 
Map: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Phone: 6295 8894 
Meet at Kambah Village at 8.30am. From 
Nursery Swamp carpark in Orroral Valley we 
walk on track to Nursery Creek, and then 
across a low saddle to Rendezvous Creek. We 
then proceed off track upstream to some very 
pleasant flats. Return by same route. 80kms, 
$24 per car. 

22 August daywaik 
Wednesday walk 
Leaden Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The August edition of our series of monthly 
mid-week walks. Phone leader for details, 
which will be determined nearer the date. 

23 — 27 August packwalk 
Kowmung River 
Leaders: Max Lawrence and Wayne Veide 
3A/C/E/F 
Maps: Kanangra, Yerranderie 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 1370 (Max), 02 6553 4351 
(Wayne, at Wingham) 
A three day packwalk and a days driving at 
either end. On day 1 an 850m descent over 
16kms on the Uni Rover Trail to the 
Kowmung. Day 2 is a 10km walk along the 
river to the junction with Christys Creek, with 
a possible visit to Church Creek caves along 
the way. Day 3 is an 800m ascent over 14kms 
up the Colboyd Ridge back to Kanangra. A 
tough walk in rugged and steep country, but 
the scenery should make it all worthwhile. 
Numbers limited, phone leader early to ensure 
a booking. Approx 800kms, $240 per car. 

25 August Saturday daywaik 
Long Point 
Leader: Steven Forst 
2A7B 
Map: Caoura 1:25 000 
Phone: 6251 6817 
Meet at the netball centre just past the 
Dickson traffic lights on Northboume Avenue 
at 8.00am. Drive to Long Point near Marulan, 
then walk down a track into the Shoalhaven 
Gorge. Excellent views of the river on the way 
down. Lunch on a sandy beach. A long haul 
back up to the cars. 250kms, $75 per car. 

26 August Sunday daywaik 
The Pimple 
Leader: Steve Hill 
3A/C/E 
Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A day of fabulous views and a huge variety of 
life (including rare vegetation) on a quite 
rugged mountain range right at our door step. 
We climb to Snowy Corner from the top of 
the Lyrebird Trail, and then to Tidbinbilla 
Mountain for a 360 degree view. On to The 
Pimple for great views into the rugged Cotter 
Valley. Home via Tidbinbilla Peak and 
Mountain Creek Fire Trail. The walk is mainly 
off track. There is no serious bushbashing, but 
it is a long day with lots of climbing, so you 
need to be fit. Meet at Kambah Village shops 
carpark at 8.30am. 60kms, $ 18 per car. 

29 August daywaik 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Mike Smith 
Phone: 6286 2984 

NPA has two midweek walks this month. 
Phone leader for details, which will be 
determined nearer the date. 

1 September Saturday daywaik 
Parliamentary Gardens and Calthorpes 
House 
Leaden Col McAUster 
1A 
Map: Canberra Street Directory 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A pleasant stroll from Garran over Red Hill 
saddle to the gardens of Old Parliament 
House, where we will be taken on a guided 
tour. Return via gardens at new Parliament 
House and a guided tour of Calthorpe's 
House. Meet at end of Brereton Street Garran 
at 8.30am. Okms, $0 per car. Fees at Old 
Parliament House and Calthorpe's House. 

8 September Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6281 5004 (Eleanor), 6286 2578 
(Syd) 

Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am, or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
Weeding, wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pines area. Tools 
will be provided. 



9 September Sunday daywalk 
Mt Gingera and Brumby Flat 
Leader: Steve Hill 
3A/E 
Map: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A chance to visit Mt Gingera with a difference. 
We start with the usual walk from Ginini 
carpark to the southern Gingera summit 
(1857) and its great views. Then we drop 
down a short way to a beautiful, secluded 
alpine frosty hollow to the west called Brumby 
Flat. We visit some ancient snow gums and 
then find our way to a quite spectacular 
viewpoint just below the northern summit 
(1847), before we drop down to Priors Hut. 
The walk is pardy offtrack, but no serious 
bushbashing is involved. Meet in the carpark 
off Uriarra Road near its junction with the 
Cotter Road ar 8.30am. 150kms, 345 per car. 

15 - 16 September weekend packwalk 
Coronet Peak 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 
3A/C/D/F 
Maps: Coronet Peak, Rendezvous Creek 
1:25 000 
Phone: 6254 3094 
Although not as high as many of the nearby 
peaks there are great views from the top of 
Coronet Peak. The walk to the peak starts and 
finishes in the the Orroral Valley. It will also 
involve exploring some of the other sights of 
the upper Cotter valley. For bookings contact 
leader by Wednesday 12 September. 85kms, 
$25 per car. 

16 September 2001 Sunday daywalk 
Bungonia Tops 
Leader: Col McAlister 
1A/B 
Map: Caoura 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 4171 
An easy loop walk taking in the three main 
lookouts with breathtaking views (Bungonia 
Lookdown, Jerrara Lookout and Adams 
Lookout). A side trip to view Bungonia Gorge 
and the Shoalhaven Gorge from Mt Ayre. 
Time and energy permitting, an optional side 
trip towards Jerrara Falls and Bungonia Falls. 
Meet at 8.00am at the Netball Centre carpark, 
Northbourne Avenue Lyneham. 220kms, 
$72 per car (including $6 park entry fee). 

22 - 23 September weekend carcamp 
The Rock and Galore Hill 
Leader: Col McAlister 
1A 
Phone: 6288 4171 
On Saturday morning drive to The Rock via 
Wagga Wagga, and climb 'the rock' (about 
365m above the surrounding plains) in the 
afternoon. Drive on to Lockhart where we will 
spend the nighr at the caravan park or other 
accommodation. On Sunday morning climb 
Galore Hill (215m above the plains) and 
return to Canberra in the afternoon, perhaps 
by a different route. Opportunity for other 
visits such as Monte Cristo homestead at 
Junee, Bradmans birthplace at Cootamundra, 
and the motor museum at Binalong. Phone 
leader for details and bookings before 
9 September. Approx 650kms, $195 per car. 

29 September - 1 October long weeked 
packwalk 
Mt Talaterang 
Leader: Steven Forst 
2/C/D/E 
Reference: C M W Budawangs 
Phone: 251 6817 (h) 
Contact leader by Wednesday 26 September. 
After a long drive with stops at Fitzroy Falls 
and Cambewarra Mountain, an easy two and 
a half hour walk to camp at the top of 
Ngaityung Falls - a spectacular spot with 
views into Pigeon House Gorge. Next day 
walk to Mt Talaterang with daypacks, 
returning to campsite. Return to Canberra 
Monday. 400 kms, $120 per car. 

Better than a 
country mile 
While looking for the Jack Lovelock Track 
outside Fairlie in New Zealand's South 
Island recently I heard an expression new 
to me. 

I called at a farmhouse to inquire whether 
I was getting close to the signposted track 
and was told by a cheerful woman that while 
she didn't know how far it was in kilometres, 
it was "three paddocks up". 

She was dead right too. 
Graeme Barrow 

Outings car travel 
The May walks meeting discussed the rate 
of suggested donation to drivers of cars 
offering transport for association outings. 
Noting the continuing rise in the cost of 
fuel it was agreed that the suggested rate 
should be raised to 30 cents per kilometre. 
The formula by which this amount is 
divided by the number in the car (including 
the driver) to determine the individual 
donation, has been retained. 



An urban pioneer 

An urban pioneer - National Museum of Australia. Photo Reg Alder 

"An u r b a n p i o n e e r " is t h e n a m e 
given to m e in the National M u s e u m 
of Aust ra l ia display concern ing m y 
home bu i ld ing dur ing the 1940s at 
North Epping . 

Wi l l i am Chorley, w h o o w n e d an 
e x c l u s i v e m e n s w e a r s h o p n e a r 
Wynyard , Sydney, bought the who le 
of the present suburb o f Chel tenham 
w h i c h h a d b e e n s u b d i v i d e d i n t o 
10-acre b locks . It was k n o w n as the 
Chorley Estate. A covenant placed on 
each b l o c k excluded the bui lding o f 
shops, hote ls , etc and st ipulated the 
design and use o f bui lding materials 
during deve lopment . 

By the 1930s all o f the land except 
for o n e b l o c k h a d b e e n s o l d a n d 
further subdiv ided . This remain ing 
block had been retained at 10 acres 
because a h igh cliff p revented the 
bui lding o f an access road. 

It w a s sugges t ed to m e in 1943 
that this b u s h b lock o f 10 acres, with 
a creek frontage o f 1000 feet, wou ld 
b e a g o o d b u y a t £ 9 5 i f I c o u l d 
s o m e h o w m a k e it accessible. There 
was a poul t ry farm above the block 
and I m a n a g e d to p e r s u a d e t h e 
owner to sell m e an unused corner 
with a s treet frontage for £35 . 

I selected a house site on a flat rock 
outcrop wi th shal low soil and cleared 
the low sc rub from it, bu t the real 
task w a s to bui ld a 900ft road. This 
involved ga ther ing 600 cubic yards 
o f soil and rock f rom the house site 
to bui ld it. T h e first w h e e l b a r r o w 
load o v e r a cliff, wh ich only dusted 
the g round , s h o w e d the enormi ty o f 
the task. 

To cu t t r ave l t i m e , I bu i l t an i ron 
shack 16ft x 12ft and l ived in i t for 
five y e a r s w i t h on ly a wa te r supp ly 
f rom t h e f a r m a b o v e . F r o m t h i s 
I b u i l t t h e r o a d , a r o c k - w a l l e d 
ga rage a n d a cavi ty b r i c k h o u s e o f 
12V 2 s q u a r e s . 

I t w a s n e a r l y a l l in v a i n . T h e 
C u m b e r l a n d C o u n t y C o u n c i l 
l aunched thei r Mas t e r P lan in 1948 
for the future development o f Sydney 
and pu t i t on publ ic display for three 
months . I m a d e an early check and 
f o u n d t h e p u r p o s e o f m y b l o c k 
unchanged . A friend cal led la ter to 
s a y m y b l o c k h a d b e e n " G r e e n 

Belted"!! A change h a d b e e n m a d e 
dur ing the course o f the exhibi t ion 
- this mean t m y house cou ld no t be 
buil t . F r o m letters to the P remie r 
I l ea rned that prior to the mas te r 
p lan b e c o m i n g law, bu i ld ing cou ld 
p rogress provided plans had been 
approved and building completed up 
to floor level. Hastily acquired bricks 
a l lowed this requi rement to b e m e t 
a n d af te r a d e l a y o f 1 2 m o n t h s 
awai t ing br ickyard br icks the real 
const ruct ion started. 

A m o v e away from S y d n e y for five 
yea r s m e a n t that m y d r e a m h o u s e 
h a d t o b e s o l d b u t n o t b e f o r e 
a n o t h e r b a t t l e w i t h t h e 
b u r e a u c r a c y to a l low a subd iv i s ion 
t o b e m a d e . O n t h i s b l o c k I 
subsequen t ly bui l t ano the r h o u s e , 
aga in m a i n l y b y m y o w n efforts. 

L e t m e d i s p e l a n y i d e a s t h a t 
I u s e d t h e cha in s a w to clearfell m y 
10 acres . B e c a u s e o f the r o c k s labs , 
o n l y m a r g i n a l c l e a r i n g w a s 
r e q u i r e d a r o u n d e a c h h o u s e : t h e 
s a w w a s u s e d to cut f i rewood f r o m 
dead o r fa l len t imber. S ix ty y e a r s 
o f obse rva t ion h a v e shown the b u s h 
o n t h e b l o c k i s n o w d e n s e r a n d 
h i g h e r t h a n w h e n I first s a w i t . 
W e e d c o n t r o l i s g o o d t h r o u g h 
l e av ing l e a f l i t ter on the g round . In 
o n e a r e a f l a n n e l f l o w e r s h a v e 
b l o o m e d c o n t i n u o u s l y o v e r t h e 
years . Unfor tuna te ly privet ca r r i ed 
d o w n t h e c r eek has heavi ly infes ted 
i t s b a n k s a n d t h e l a r g e p o o l i n 
wh ich I once s w a m is n o w silted and 
b ad l y con tamina ted . 

R e g A l d e r 



Violent times on Milford Sound 
What proved to be a wi ld experience 
on Milford Sound in N e w Zealand's 
Fiordland recent ly w a s far removed 
f r o m t h e p u b l i c i t y p i c t u r e s o f 
r i p p l i n g w a t e r s a n d m o u n t a i n s 
sharp and clean aga ins t a deep blue 
sky. Instead the wa te r s were grey 
and choppy, c louds h u n g low, rain 
pelted down, and screaming gusts o f 
wind buffeted our cruise boat, the 
Milford Wanderer. 

D o z e n s o f w a t e r f a l l s c a s c a d e d 
d o w n m o u n t a i n s i d e s a n d o n e , 
Bowen Falls, w a s a gigant ic white 
bulge. The who le violent scene was 
a spec tacu la r s igh t and a l though 
I missed see ing the famous Mi t re 
Peak, it w a s still a dramat ic outing 
to relish. 

Our skipper dec ided to abort the 
2 V 2 - h o u r j o u r n e y af te r a b o u t 45 
m i n u t e s w h e n he c o n s i d e r e d the 
c o n d i t i o n s t o o d a n g e r o u s to 
continue. Cl inging to a deck rail and 
thinking that if I re laxed my grip I'd 
be whir led instantly into the sound, 
I s imul taneous ly ag reed with h im 
while regret t ing w e could not go on. 

I had heard o f the phenomenon o f 
waterfa l ls h e a d i n g uphi l l , bu t on 
Milford Sound that day I witnessed 
it with m y o w n eyes . T h e gusts were 
so f i e rce tha t s e v e r a l falls w e r e 
t runcated, the i r m a s s being flung 
backwards . 

E a r l i e r , o n a b u s t r i p f r o m 
Te Anau , the s tepping-off point for 
Milford Sound , the d o w n p o u r had 
c r e a t e d s c o r e s o f r e m a r k a b l e 
waterfalls ei ther s ide o f the Homer 
T u n n e l , s o m e s n a k e th in , o the rs 
metres wide . T h i s spec tac le mus t 
o c c u r o f ten b e c a u s e t h e M i l f o r d 
Sound region is d renched by 7m o f 
rain a year. Bu t w h e n the rain stops, 
the t h u n d e r i n g c a t a r a c t s dry up 
within an hour - according to our 
coach driver. 

I had s topped at Te Anau on m y 
w a y to Stewar t Is land to experience 
Mi l fo rd S o u n d and a l so Doubtful 
Sound. It was wi th rel ief that the 
w e a t h e r i m p r o v e d a n d the three-
stage trip to Doubtful Sound next 
day could occur in ca lm condit ions. 
First, there is an hour- long journey 
down beautiful Lake Manapour i to 

W e s t A r m , fo l lowed by a bus trip 
through cool temperate rainforest to 
Deep Cove where the third stage, the 
actual cruise, begins . 

On the way to D e e p Cove , the bus 
d e t o u r s to t a k e v i s i t o r s d o w n a 
spooky 2 k m tunnel , hacked out o f 
g r a n i t e , i n t o t h e h e a r t o f t h e 
Manapour i e lectr ic p o w e r scheme 
deep inside a mounta in . Years ago 
there was a public outcry over a plan 
to raise Lake Manapour i by 30m for 
ex t r a p o w e r g e n e r a t i o n and this 
protest is reckoned as mark ing the 
birth of the conservat ion m o v e m e n t 
in N e w Zealand. 

T h e flooding would have destroyed 
lakeside forests and pristine islands 
( M a n a p o u r i has 33 o f t h e m ) , bu t 
luck i ly the p lan w a s a b a n d o n e d . 
Th i s was after Par l iament received 
a peti t ion with 265 000 signatures 
protest ing against the plan, and it 
had become an elect ion issue. 

I found Doubtful S o u n d to be a 
lovely fiord. Mounta ins rose steeply 
from the water 's edge , their flanks 
t h i c k w i t h n a t i v e b u s h . B r i g h t 
sunlight, penetrat ing c loud, created 
shaf t s o f g o l d a c r o s s t h e s l o p e s . 
Unl ike the previous day at Milford, 
the waters of the sound were placid. 
There 's a resident pod o f dolphins 
a n d in k e e p i n g w i t h t h e b a l m y 
cond i t ions they c a v o r t e d joyful ly , 
leaping and twist ing as if s taging a 
display for our special benefit . 

Towards the end o f the three-hour 
cruise, the boat's eng ines were cut 
and w e drifted in s i lence except for 
the sp lash o f w a t e r f a l l s and the 
lapping o f wa te r aga ins t the hull. 
L o o k i n g out at wate r , fores t and 
mounta in I thought that this scene, 
quiet and serene, mus t have been 
u n c h a n g e d f o r c e n t u r i e s a n d 
w o n d e r e d w h a t the N e w Zea land 
Maor i and then the first European 
explorers mus t have thought o f it. 

M y reverie, which w a s verging on 
the spiri tual , w a s sha t te red from 
down be low by the sudden raucous 
be l lowing of "C 'mon Auss ie , c 'mon!" 
I gazed shamefaced at the deck as 
m y fellow passengers m u m b l e d and 
tittered. Dreamy meditat ion broken, 
our skipper restarted the catamaran 

and w e chugged back to D e e p Cove . 
F o v e a u x Strait, wh ich separates 

S t e w a r t I s l a n d f r o m t h e S o u t h 
Is land, is not for the faint- hear ted 
w h e n t h e w e a t h e r is f o u l . B u t 
fortunately conditions were tranquil 
as w e - backpackers , tourists and 
loca ls - dashed across in ano ther 
ca tamaran , the 35km-journey from 
Bluf f tak ing about an hour. 

I thought the vista o f gent le seas 
a n d t i m b e r e d i s l ands e v e n m o r e 
beautiful than the Bay o f Is lands in 
N e w Zealand's north. M y stay was 
brief, j u s t two days, but in that t ime 
I w a s able to make two 10km walks 
t h r o u g h rainforest and drier bush 
w h i l e e n j o y i n g g o r g e o u s c o a s t a l 
v i ews o f bays and islands. 

B e s t o f all w a s a k iw i - spo t t i ng 
expedi t ion by torchlight, initially by 
b o a t fol lowed by a saunter through 
the bush and a silent wa lk up and 
down Ocean Beach on which kiwis 
f o r a g e . O n l y two S t e w a r t I s l and 
k iwis , b rown and small , the female 
la rger than the male, were seen, but 
the total experience, ghost ly in the 
darkness o f early night, was one to 
savour. 

Kiwis have no human predators on 
S tewar t Island where 20 000 birds 
are said to exist. The same cannot 
b e said for the sooty shearwater or 
muttonbird, which nests on what are 
k n o w n as the Titi Islands. Maor i s 
h a v e e a t e n m u t t o n b i r d s fo r 
c e n t u r i e s a n d t h i s t r a d i t i o n a l 
i ndus t ry r e m a i n s p ro t ec t ed . In a 
" g o o d season" 200 000 to 300 000 
bi rds are harvested, but it is claimed 
t h a t n u m b e r s a r e " s e e m i n g l y 
unaf fec ted" by this ex t raord ina ry 
kill. H o w can this be? 

G r a e m e B a r r o w 
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Canberra Alive 2001 
Canberra A l ive this y e a r w a s he ld 
o n t h e l a t e r d a t e o f S u n d a y , 
M a r c h 19 and in G lebe P a r k ra ther 
than on the l a w n s in front o f O l d 
P a r l i a m e n t H o u s e . T h e N a t i o n a l 
P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n w a s t h e r e 
br ing ing i tself before the Canber ra 
p u b l i c o n c e m o r e . T h e P r e s i d e n t 
wou ld l ike to ex tend his thanks to 
the m e m b e r s w h o gave their t ime to 
staff the N P A boo th . 

Updating NPA's display 
A t A C T Al ive this y e a r i t w a s qui te 
clear that our display is in u rgent 
need o f updat ing. 

I h a v e u n d e r t a k e n t o f o r m a 
work ing group to do this, but w e will 
a lso n e e d n e w p h o t o s o f wi ld l i fe , 
l andscape and cul tural her i tage in 
Namadgi , and N P A activities. Could 
anyone w h o has sui table photos , o r 
w o u l d l i ke to t a k e s o m e , p l e a s e 
contact m e on 6281 5004 . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Production of the Bulletin 
Greenwords , n o w Green Words and 
Images , has b e e n involved wi th the 
product ion o f th is publ icat ion s ince 
t h e f i r m w a s f o u n d e d b y 
Roger Green over 12 years ago. In 
Apri l the ownersh ip changed hands 
and is n o w wi th Pau l and Kath ie 
H e l y . R o g e r w i l l c o n t i n u e a n 
invo lvement w i th the firm and N P A 
will r ema in a customer . 

Legal eagles for the environment - continued from page 9 

T h e EDO' s overall w o r k is directed 
b y an e lec ted commit tee consis t ing 
o f c o n c e r n e d e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s , 
l awyers and other profess ional and 
in teres ted persons. T h e Commi t t ee 
m e e t s b i m o n t h l y . F r o m t h e 
commi t t ee , a small and ded ica ted 
t e a m f o r m s the e x e c u t i v e , w h i c h 
mee t s fortnightly to consider day-to­
d a y i s s u e s . T h e C h a i r o f t h e 
Commi t t e e is Sally Petherbr idge . 

Volunteers assist Melissa wi th the 
administration of the office and with 
legal research as required and under 
her supervision. They also undertake 
important tasks such as staffing stalls 
to promote the E D O at communi ty 
e v e n t s , a c c o m p a n y i n g M e l i s s a to 

c o m m u n i t y e v e n t s to e x p l a i n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s sues o f c o n c e r n , 
w r i t i n g p a p e r s , s u b m i s s i o n s a n d 
articles, Tallying the Friends o f E D O , 
p r o d u c i n g a quar te r ly newsle t te r , 
o rganis ing mee t ings and p l ann ing 
days and other important matters . 
Volunteers are always welcome! 

T h e A C T E D O has p r o d u c e d an 
Environmental Law for Citizens 
Handbook, and recent ly l aunched a 
book le t o f Environmental Law Fact 
Sheets w h i c h cover a w i d e r ange o f 
topics to assist citizens, conservation 
g roups and regulatory authori t ies . 
( M e l i s s a left cop ie s o f t h e s e Fact 
Sheets w i t h N P A ) . 

I f y o u ever h a v e w o n d e r e d h o w to: 

• Object to a development application; 
• C o n t r i b u t e t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

assessment processes ; 
• Apply to the Heri tage Council to 

have a place listed on the Register; 
• Contribute to nature conservation; 
• O r p e r h a p s y o u m a y b e j u s t 

wor r ied about the pol lut ion from 
y o u r neighbor ' s barbecue ; 

• then y o u m i g h t l ike to con tac t 
M e l i s s a o n 6 2 4 7 9 4 2 0 ( a n 
a n s w e r i n g m a c h i n e i s t h e r e 
w h e n the office is c losed) or b y 
emai l edoact@effect .net .au. 

L e n H a s k e w 

http://Cxt.iy.pcA
mailto:edoact@effect.net.au


Protecting and insuring your 
camping gear 
This article is copied from the 
September, 2000 edition of 
P a r k w a t c h , the journal of the 
Victorian National Parks 
Association. Recent experiences of 
some of our members and the 
reporting of similar experiences in 
journals such as T h e S y d n e y 
B u s h w a l k e r and in threats on the 
internet news group, a u s 
bushwalking suggest that thefts from 
and damage to cars is becoming more 
prevalent. The VNPA article was 
written by Justine Block, Social 
Activities Coordinator on the BWAG 
Committee, and offers practical 
advice on minimising theft from your 
vehicle. 

The article is reprinted with the 
permission of VNPA. 

J o h n and R u t h S t i r l i ng r e c e n t l y 
p l a n n e d a 7 day c a m p i n g t r ip in 
K a n a n g r a - B o y d N a t i o n a l P a r k , 
NSW. T h e day before leaving they 
w e r e p a r k e d in M a n l y . T h e i r ca r 
w i n d o w w a s s m a s h e d a n d t h e i r 
c a m p i n g gear , w o r t h $ 3 0 0 0 , w a s 
stolen. One of the pitfalls o f spending 
a day or several days in the bush is 
the secur i ty o f t h e car y o u l eave 
behind. However , there are s imple 
s teps you can take to min imise the 
risk o f b reak in. A n d if y o u are not 
so lucky, you can also take steps to 
ensure y o u are do ing all y o u can to 
c la im on insurance. 

What to do to prevent 
theft 

M a k e sure y o u secure y o u r car. 
A t W i l s o n ' s P r o m , P a r k R a n g e r s 
constantly run security checks o f the 
ca r p a r k s in the area . W h i l e no t 
common , Sandy Brown, Park Ranger 
at Wi lsons P rom, has seen a variety 
o f b r e a k - i n s i n c l u d i n g s m a s h e d 
w i n d o w s and p i c k e d l o c k s . " B u t 
bel ieve it or not", says Sandy, "lots 
o f people leave vehicles unlocked and 
w indows open." So m a k e sure that 
you double check your car is locked 
before heading off on your walk. 

Don't l eave any valuables in 
t h e car. 
I f possible , do not leave anyth ing o f 
va lue inside the car, glove box , or 
boo t . I f you have to leave gear in the 
car, m a k e sure it is kept out o f sight. 
S o m e p e o p l e l eave the g l o v e b o x 
open wi th no valuables inside and 
h ide valuables under the car seats. 
C r a i g Gi l l a rd , Se rgean t at Ha l l s 
G a p pol ice s ta t ion, says , "See ing 
gea r is an invitation. People leave 
cameras , C D s , backpacks in the car 
and s o m e o n e jus t has to punch a 
w i n d o w and grab it." 

P a r k in des ignated areas. 
I f p o s s i b l e , p a r k in d e s i g n a t e d 
c a m p i n g areas. Dur ing busy t imes 
at Wilsons Prom, such as weekends , 
there are m o r e people a round and 
secu r i ty c h e c k s are d o n e severa l 
t imes a day. Sandy Brown and his 
c o l l e a g u e s n o t o n l y c h e c k t h e 
securi ty o f cars but also m a k e sure 
tha t everyone has a legi t imate day 
p a s s . F o r a r ea s tha t don ' t h a v e 
al located car parks, ask for advice 
at the local Parks Victoria office or 
pol ice station. For instance, Cra ig 
Gil lard r e c o m m e n d s that campers 
park opposi te the police res idence 
in Hal ls Gap . 

D o not l eave notes for fe l low 
wa lkers on y o u r car. 
I f friends are meet ing you for your 
w a l k , don ' t l e a v e no t e s o n y o u r 
w i n d s c r e e n g iv ing details o f y o u r 
p l a n s . S a n d y B r o w n s a y s " th is 
provides a great opportunity for the 
less than honest person." There are 
t i m e s , h o w e v e r , w h e n y o u a r e 
required to fill out your plans in an 
Intentions Book. Gill Anderson, Park 
R a n g e r , A l p i n e N a t i o n a l P a r k , 
Br ight says that is not necessary to 
l eave your registration number in 
t h e i n t e n t i o n s b o o k i f y o u a r e 
concerned about security. "However," 
she says, "it is vital that y o u still 
leave your name and contact details. 
You can then leave your registration 
number with a person who will b e 
contac ted in case o f an emergency." 

What to do if you are 
robbed 

You have done all the r ight things, 
but your car is still robbed. W h a t do 
you do next? T h e first th ing is to 
check if there is any evidence around 
or in the car that the pol ice can use 
to inves t igate the b reak in. Cra ig 
Gillard o f the Hall G a p pol ice says, 
" i f poss ib le , dr ive to y o u r neares t 
po l i ce s t a t ion and p o i n t ou t any 
evidence that may be in the car or 
let the pol ice k n o w o f any evidence 
about the scene o f the cr ime." Be 
careful not to touch any potential 
fingerprints on the w i n d o w s or the 
in ter ior o f the car. I f y o u have a 
camera , take a photograph o f any 
damage to the car. Th i s will help in 
c l a i m i n g i n s u r a n c e . It i s a l s o 
essential to obtain a police report i f 
you are mak ing a c la im. In Victoria , 
you mus t at tend the pol ice station 
in person to ge t a pol ice report . 

Ruth and John Stirl ing did all the 
right things. The i r car w a s securely 
locked. The i r va luables were out o f 
sight beh ind a bl ind pul led across 
their gea r in their s tat ion w a g o n . 
They were parked in a well-lit area 
in Manly w h e n the robbery occurred 
and they contacted the police after 
t h e r o b b e r y . T h e g e a r t h a t w a s 
s to l en i n c l u d e d the i r ten t , p a c k , 
c l o t h i n g , n a v i g a t i o n e q u i p m e n t , 
comprehens ive first aid kit, sleeping 
bags and stove. The i r next step was 
to contact their insurance company. 

What to do to insure your 
gear 
I n s u r a n c e p o l i c i e s t o c o v e r 
be longings outs ide the h o m e range 
widely depend ing on the company 
you are insured with. Before leaving 
fo r a n y t r i p i t is w o r t h w h i l e 
fol lowing these steps: 



On climbing mountains 
I n h i s classic b o o k The Spirit of 
the Hills publ ished in 1933, F rank 
S. S m y t h e , the Bri t i sh c l imber , 
devo tes a w h o l e chap te r to t h e 
physical aspects o f c l imbing. F o r 
Smythe the w o r d lu l l s ' covers the 
lowes t in Br i ta in to the h ighes t in 
the Himalayas . 

H e c o n t e n d s t h a t p h y s i c a l 
p o w e r d o e s n o t m a k e a g o o d 
c l imber un less i t is suppor ted b y 
the menta l capaci ty to endure the 
p h y s i c a l s t r a i n c a u s e d b y t h e 
extreme effort, altitude and h o t or 
cold condi t ions . There have b e e n 
m a n y examples o f ordinary, w e a k 
persons per forming outs tanding 
feats o f endurance and i t w o u l d 
a p p e a r t h a t o n e i s a b l e 
conscious ly o r subconscious ly to 
t r ansmute n e r v o u s e n e r g y in to 
physical energy. 

Our mounta ins , though no t as 
high as the Himalayan massifs, are 
of a steepness and roughness which 
w h e n c o u p l e d wi th e x t r e m e s o f 
t e m p e r a t u r e c a n m a k e s e v e r e 
demands o n the fittest. E v e n on 
comparatively l o w Kosciuszko i t is 
n o t u n k n o w n fo r p e r s o n s t o 
succumb to the effects o f altitude 
on the first couple o f days before 
becoming acclimatised. 

O n e t h i n g c o m m o n t o b o t h 
p h y s i c a l a n d m e n t a l e n e r g y i s 
rhythm. Noth ing is less conducive 

t o a successful c l imb t h a n mak ing the 
b o d y c l i m b w i t h o u t r h y t h m . J e rky 
m o v e m e n t s , sudden burs t s o f speed, 
gasp ing lungs , f requent s tops and a 
var iable output o f ene rgy can denote a 
var iable rhy thm. O n this score alone 
an otherwise s t rong person m a y fail 
w h e n put to the test. 

Rhy thm does no t necessar i ly imply 
s lowness , bu t at the s a m e t ime few can 
m o v e bo th quick ly and rhythmica l ly 
because the qu icker m o v e m e n t s are, 
the m o r e difficult i t is to m a k e them 
conform to a rhy thm. It is bet ter to go 
s lowly and to keep go ing than to go fast 
or rest at intervals . 

T h e quest ion is often asked "what 
makes a good c l imber?" and the answer 
is expected to inc lude abst inence from 
s m o k i n g a n d a l c o h o l a l l i e d t o a 
r i g o r o u s t r a i n i n g s c h e d u l e . I t i s 
f a l l ac ious to s u p p o s e t h a t w o r k in 
w h i c h the first r equ i remen t s are the 
r ight mentality, s tamina , rhy thm and 
s k i l l , w i l l b e g r e a t l y a s s i s t e d b y 
abst inence. Modera t ion in all things is 
t h e o n l y t r a i n i n g w o r t h w h i l e fo r 
mounta ineer ing . To b e able to run a 
hundred yards , a mi le or 10 miles in 
g o o d t ime does no t in t h e leas t qualify 
a p e r s o n p h y s i c a l l y t o c l i m b a 
mounta in . 

Never theless , a pe r son needs to be 
fit within limits. I f one's brea th cannot 
b e he ld for ha l f a m i n u t e or the pulse 
is abnormal ly h i g h i t i s poss ibly safe 

t o say tha t the pe rson w o u l d no t b e 
as g o o d as one w h o is normal in bo th 
o f these respects . 

A n o t h e r cu r ious f a l l acy i s tha t 
mounta ineers should b e b road and 
b rawny . D e v e l o p i n g m u s c l e s m a y 
r e s u l t in an i n c r e a s e o f p h y s i c a l 
s t rength but a p roduc t o f phys ica l 
cul ture m a y b e , m o r e often than not, 
pitiful spectacle on a difficult c l imb. 
T h e f a c t t h a t o n e p e r s o n i s 
p h y s i c a l l y s t ronge r t h a n ano the r 
coun t s for little once on a mounta in . 
E n d u r a n c e is the m o s t impor t an t 
qual i ty and is usual ly dependent on 
the power -we igh t ra t io . In this , a 
l i g h t e r p e r s o n , o n a v e r a g e , i s 
capable o f more energy over a longer 
p e r i o d p e r p o u n d o f b o d y w e i g h t 
t h a n s o m e o n e heav ie r . L i g h t n e s s 
and l i s somness are o f greater va lue 
in m o u n t a i n s t han heav iness and 
muscu l a r strength. 

W h e n t h e b o d y i s f i t a n d t h e 
n e r v e s a n d m u s c l e s a r e a b l e t o 
ensure tha t the d e m a n d s m a d e on 
them are be ing met , c l imbing to the 
top o f a mounta in b e c o m e s a great 
j o y . T i r e d n e s s f r o m s u c h a n 
e x p e r i e n c e i s a s e n s a t i o n o f 
happiness , goodwill and satisfaction 
w i th life. 
( E x t e n s i v e l y a b r i d g e d a n d w i t h 
s l ight addi t ions) 

R e g A l d e r 

Protecting and insuring your camping gear -continued from page u 

Call y o u r insurance 
c o m p a n y be fore y o u l eave 
h o m e . 
A s k for details on y o u r insurance 
po l i c i e s in r e l a t ion to p r o p e r t y 
outs ide the h o m e . T h e y m a y b e 
covered ei ther b y car insurance or 
c o n t e n t s i n s u r a n c e . O f t e n c a r 
pol ic ies w i l l i nc lude d a m a g e or 
theft for i tems that are fixed in the 
car such as ca r s tereos, b r o k e n 
w i n d o w s and so on . B e l o n g i n g s 
that are n o t par t o f the car are 
u s u a l l y c o v e r e d b y c o n t e n t s 
i n s u r a n c e . Y o u r g e a r m a y b e 
covered under a standard contents 
policy bu t m o s t often you will n e e d 

to pay for "Extras' ' cover. M a k e sure 
t h a t y o u r E x t r a s c o v e r i n c l u d e s 
camping gear a s s o m e compan ie s only 
in su re v a l u a b l e s s u c h as j ewel le ry , 
cameras and e lec t ronic equipment . 

M a k e a deta i led checkl i s t of all 
y o u r be longings . 
I t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t t o r e m e m b e r 
e x a c t l y w h a t g e a r y o u h a v e . I t is 
useful to m a k e a de ta i led fist o f your 
be long ings . In t h e case o f a robbery, 
i n s u r a n c e c l a i m s a r e m o r e e a s i l y 
verif ied i f y o u h a v e a r e co rd o f gear 
tha t has been s to len . 

K e e p receipts a n d take 
photographs of all y o u r gear. 
T h i s m i g h t s o u n d l abo r ious b u t i t 
only needs to be done o n c e and filed. 
T h i s l e v e l o f p r e p a r a t i o n h e l p s 
m a k e c la ims on i n su rance pol ic ies 
m u c h easier. 

R u t h a n d J o h n h e e d e d t h e 
p r e c a u t i o n s a n d p r e p a r e d w e l l 
before they left h o m e . Whi le this d id 
no t p reven t the robbery, i t he lped in 
r e s o l v i n g t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e y 
exper ienced after the event . 

Jus t ine B l o c k 



E n v i r o n m e n t a l flow saves 
water birds 
U p to 4 0 0 0 b r e e d i n g w a t e r b i r d s 
were the target o f an envi ronmenta l 
release o f 340 000 megal i t res (about 
two- th i rds t h e v o l u m e o f S y d n e y 
Harbour ) from H u m e D a m on the 
M u r r a y R i v e r in D e c e m b e r a n d 
January T h e re lease is the largest 
d e d i c a t e d e n v i r o n m e n t a l f low in 
Aust ra l ia ' s history. A b o u t a dozen 
species o f egret, cormorant , herons 
and o thers s tar ted b u i l d i n g the i r 
n e s t s i n r e d g u m t r e e s i n t h e 
internationally recognised Barmah-
Mi l lewa Forest following the largest 
flood n ten years in spr ing last year. 

T h e f l o o d w a s t h e b e s t f o r 
waterbirds s ince the 1970s. F o r the 
first t ime in a quar ter o f a century, 
four species o f egrets were b reed ing 
in the forest . H o w e v e r d a m s and 
extract ions for irr igation ups t ream 
threa tened to cause river levels to 
fall before the chicks had f ledged, 
and the envi ronmenta l release was 
used to ensure the b reed ing event 
w a s a s u c c e s s . H o w e v e r , t h e 
envi ronmenta l re lease from H u m e 
D a r n at A l b u r y w a s p r o b a b l y too 
c o l d f o r b r e e d i n g f o r l i s t e d 
threa tened na t ive fish species such 
as si lver perch and catfish. A C F is 
campa ign ing for the const ruct ion o f 
off-take towers that wil l a l low w a r m 
su r face w a t e r r a the r t h a n c o o l e r 
bot tom water to be released from the 
H u m e D a m . 
habitat, February 2001 

W i l d life sacrif iced to ferals 

T h e cessat ion o f kil l ing horses in the 
G u y F a w k e s Nat ional P a r k m e a n s 
t h a t the i r n u m b e r s wi l l i n c r e a s e 
once m o r e , des t roying nat ive flora 
a n d d e p r i v i n g n a t i v e f a u n a o f 
sustenance. T h e d a m a g e to the r iver 
flats o f the M a c l e a y Gorges , caused 
b y c a t t l e a n d b r u m b i e s , w a s 
descr ibed in our last bul le t in . I f the 
policy o f not destroying feral animals 
is ex tended to p igs , wi ld dogs , foxes , 
rabbi ts and o ther pests , f ew nat ive 
a n i m a l s wi l l b e seen i n n a t i o n a l 
parks . It is o f course qui te in order 
for l andowners to kill these an imals 
on their o w n propert ies . 

A reverse pol icy has b e e n adopted 
in W.A. In the N P A ( A C T ) D e c e m b e r 
n e w s l e t t e r , S t e p h e n J o h n s t o n 
reports that, as a resul t o f extensive 
aerial fox bai t ing , there has been 
such a m a r k e d r ecove ry o f nat ive 
s p e c i e s t h a t t h r e e e n d a n g e r e d 
species - the be t tong , the q u e n d a 
and the t a m m a r w a l l a b y - h a v e 
been r emoved f rom the threatened 
register. 
The Colong Bulletin, January 2001 

L a r g e scale h o u s i n g unl ike ly 
in J e r r a b o m b e r r a Valley 
T h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t has ruled ou t 
the l ikel ihood o f future large scale 
r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e 
Jer rabomberra Valley. 

Original ly ea rmarked as the next 
T o w n to b e d e v e l o p e d a f t e r 
Gunghalin, the Jerrabombera Valley 
w a s found to b e h o m e to severa l 
threatened species and communit ies 
inc lud ing the ea r less d ragon , the 
legless l izard, ye l low box , red g u m , 
and natural tempera te grassland. 

'More than 475 hec tares o f l and at 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a V a l l e y w i l l b e 
reserved for the threa tened species, ' 
sa id Tony A d a m s f rom P A L M . ' A 
f u r t h e r 4 1 5 h e c t a r e s h a s b e e n 
i d e n t i f i e d as h a v i n g h i g h 
conservat ion values , which m e a n s 
any deve lopment w o u l d have to be 
l o w i m p a c t and c o m p a t i b l e w i t h 
conse rva t i on n e e d s . D e v e l o p m e n t 
would be poss ible , subject to normal 
p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s e s , o n a fur ther 
460 hectares . ' 

F u t u r e u s e s p o s s i b l e a t 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a c o u l d i n c l u d e 
c o m m u n i t y u s e s , b r o a d a c r e 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
activit ies t e l ecommunica t i ons and 
a v i a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , s o m e t o u r i s t 
facilities and l o w impac t agriculture 
such as grazing. 
PALM, Summer 2001 

N e w reserves o n t h e 
C o m b o y n e a n d L a n d s d o w n e 
escarpments 
Prior to the recent Lower North Eas t 
R e g i o n a l F o r e s t A g r e e m e n t , t h e 
Manning Region — centred on Taree 
on the M i d Nor th Coas t o f N S W — 
w a s pa r t i cu l a r ly p o o r l y e n d o w e d 
wi th na ture conservat ion reserves , 

exist ing national pa rks and nature 
reserves barely cove r ing 2% o f the 
land area. With the enac tment o f the 
Fores t ry and Nat iona l Park Estate 
A c t 1998, a n u m b e r o f n e w national 
p a r k s and n a t u r e r e s e r v e s w e r e 
establ ished in the reg ion , b r ing ing 
the proport ion in reserves to a more 
respectable 10%. 

A m o n g the n e w addi t ions are four 
n a t u r a l g e m s t h a t d o m i n a t e t h e 
spectacular esca rpment fringing the 
C o m b o y n e P la teau a n d the nearby 
L a n s d o w n e V a l l e y . T h e four a r e 
Coorabakh National Park, Killabakh 
Na tu re Reserve, C o x c o m b N R and 
Goonook N R . These reserves have all 
b e e n long-standing N P A proposals . 

T h e four reserves in part protect a 
landscape that is visually stimulating 
and has regional scenic significance. 
The landscape main ly consists o f a 
s t e e p l y d i s s e c t e d s e d i m e n t a r y 
e s c a r p m e n t i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h 
n u m e r o u s v o l c a n i c p l u g s a n d 
associated trachyte flows. The upper 
e sca rpmen t is f r inged by a ferti le 
basa l t p la teau, w h i l e l o w e r d o w n 
plunging ridgelines and l o w rounded 
h i l l s d i s s i p a t e i n t o a s u b d u e d 
landscape o f alluvial terraces 

T h e dramat ic l a n d s c a p e - w h e n 
combined with a h i g h and relatively 
dependable rainfall , a range o f soil 
types , variable aspect and alti tude 
- provides d iverse habi ta t for m a n y 
r a r e and of ten t h r e a t e n e d na t ive 
plants and an imals . 

As a result o f n u m e r o u s surveys 
a n d a s s e s s m e n t s , a t l ea s t t w e l v e 
mammals , four birds , one reptile and 
t h r e e a m p h i b i a n s l i s t e d i n t h e 
schedules o f the T h r e a t e n e d Species 
Conservat ion A c t are k n o w n to occur 
wi th in the four r e se rves . A t l eas t 
three addit ional th rea tened species 
- t w o m a m m a l s , one b i rd and one 
amphib ian - are l ikely to be present. 
National Parks Journal, February2001 

Draf t mas ter p l a n for Q P W S 
The Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service is preparing a Master Plan to 
guide management o f protected areas, 
including national parks, over the next 
20 years. The Master P lan will identify 
vital issues affect ing Queensland 's 
national parks and provide guidelines 
for managing them. 



T h e P l a n i s o n e o f t h e m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t i n i t i a t i v e s o f t h e 
Q u e e n s l a n d P a r k s a n d W i l d l i f e 
S e r v i c e a n d p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n s . I t 
should b e e m p h a s i s e d that this i s 
not yet g o v e r n m e n t policy, but m o r e 
of a d iscuss ion paper. T h e release o f 
the Mas te r P lan Discuss ion Pape r 
g ives e v e r y o n e in t e re s t ed in t h e 
future m a n a g e m e n t o f Queensland's 
parks the c h a n c e to commen t on its 
content a n d h a v e a say in shaping 
the final M a s t e r Plan. Already, a 
c o m m i t t e e w h i c h i n c l u d e s m a n y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n 
organisat ions wi th ideals similar to 
N P A Q h a v e h a d input to the Draft . 
The presen t Draft is very different 
from that w h i c h w a s first drafted for 
considerat ion. 
Queensland NPA News, February2001 

Can w e pred ic t the l ikely 
impacts o f c l imate change in 
the A C T 
G l o b a l c l i m a t e c h a n g e s i n 
t e m p e r a t u r e , r a i n f a l l a n d 
seasonality have many implications. 
B u t w h a t w i l l b e t h e l o c a l 
consequences o f cl imate change for 
a part icular reg ion? Can w e predic t 
the l ikely impac t s o f cl imate change 
for the Aus t ra l ian Capital Territory 
and its su r rounds? 

Cl imate change will affect natural 
e c o s y s t e m s w i t h i n c o n s e r v a t i o n 
reserves i n t h e A C T region. M o s t 
p a s t c l i m a t e c h a n g e s o c c u r r e d 
slowly, a l l owing plants and animals 
to adapt to t h e n e w envi ronment or 
move s o m e w h e r e else. However , i f 
fu ture c l i m a t e c h a n g e s o c c u r a s 
rapid ly as p red ic t ed , spec ies a n d 
ecosys tems m a y in some cases fail 
to adapt , p lac ing further select ion 
p r e s s u r e o n s p e c i e s w h i c h a r e 
a l r e a d y s t r u g g l i n g to c o p e w i t h 
h a b i t a t f r a g m e n t a t i o n . W e e d 
problems in m a n y ecosystems m a y 
increase. 

Disrupt ion to ecosys tem services 
i s a g r o w i n g a r e a o f c o n c e r n . 
A u s t r a l i a ' s e c o s y s t e m s e r v i c e s 
include a p le thora o f processes a n d 
cond i t ions t h a t e n h a n c e our w e l l 
being. W i t h o u t these services, o u r 
envi ronment , e conomy and cul ture 
w o u l d s i m p l y n o t o p e r a t e . T h e 
consequences o f cl imate change as 
a result o f h u m a n activity m a y b e 
negat ive for ecosys tem services. 

It is l ikely that the A C T region wil l 
e x p e r i e n c e an i n c r e a s e i n 
t e m p e r a t u r e a n d c h a n g e s t o 
seasonal patterns o f rainfall over the 
nex t 50 years due to h u m a n induced 
c l imate change. These changes wil l 
resul t in an increased probabi l i ty o f 
c l i m a t e r e l a t e d e v e n t s , s u c h as 
drought , f lood, lire, hea twaves and 
phases o f El N ino and the Southern 
Oscil lat ion. 

T h e p o t e n t i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f 
g l o b a l c l i m a t e c h a n g e a r e f a r -
r e a c h i n g f o r t h e A C T r e g i o n , 
pa r t i cu la r ly i n c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h 
o ther g lobal and reg iona l impac t s 
such as populat ion and development 
p r e s s u r e . A c k n o w l e d g i n g a n d 
d i scuss ing these poss ib l e impac t s 
a r e a m o n g t h e f i r s t s t e p s t o 
a c h i e v i n g a p p r o p r i a t e a d a p t i v e 
p lanning and risk assessment in the 
A C T region. 

Climate Change Newsletter, 
December 2001 

Implementat ion t i m e 
A m o n g the under tak ings g iven b y 
Premier Peter Beatt ie in the lead u p 
to the elect ion were several o f p r ime 
interest to N P A Q and inc luded the 
following: 
• Ove r a f ive y e a r pe r iod , a t en 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r i n i t i a t i v e w i l l 
showcase Queensland 's natural 
areas b y the cons t ruc t ion o f a 
path across the State from Cape 
Y o r k t o C o o l a n g a t t a . I t w a s 
d u b b e d T h e G r e a t W a l k s o f 
Queensland. 

• A Forest and Natura l Landscape 
Recrea t ion St ra tegy for South-
E a s t Q u e e n s l a n d w i l l b e 
d e v e l o p e d to c o m p l e m e n t t h e 
Grea t W a l k s in i t i a t ive . N P A Q 
w e l c o m e s the in i t ia t ive as one 
w h i c h s h o u l d p r o v i d e 
oppor tuni t ies for na tu re -based 
recrea t ion a w a y from na t iona l 
parks whe re the special na ture 
of nat ional parks is not central 
to the recreation. 

• Pa rk m a n a g e m e n t funding wil l 
b e a u g m e n t e d b y t en m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s a y e a r a n d u p to o n e 
hundred and forty extra rangers 
have been promised. 

• T h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t 
w i l l b e a m e n d e d to r e c o g n i s e 
wi lderness areas and guarantee 
t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n f r o m 
i n c o m p a t i b l e a c t i v i t i e s . 

Legis la t ive effect is to b e g iven 
to m a n a g e m e n t p lans to ensure 
t h e y a r e r e f l e c t e d i n l o c a l 
p l a n n i n g s c h e m e s a n d 
cons idered in the as sessment o f 
d e v e l o p m e n t a p p l i c a t i o n s . 
S t a t u t o r y r e c o g n i t i o n w i l l b e 
g i v e n to Q u e e n s l a n d ' s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o fu l f i l i t s 
o b l i g a t i o n s u n d e r t h e W o r l d 
H e r i t a g e C o n v e n t i o n . N P A Q 
considers these act ions should b e 
h igh on the government ' s agenda 
f o r t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
e lect ion under takings . 

• Specia l act ion has b e e n f lagged 
to implement m a n a g e m e n t p lans 
in Cape York Pen insu la and the 
G r e a t S a n d y R e g i o n w h i l e 
finalising submiss ions to expand 
the Fraser Island Wor ld Her i tage 
A r e a to i n c o r p o r a t e t h e G r e a t 
S a n d y Region inc lud ing Coo loo la 
Nat iona l Park. 

Queensland NPA News, March2001. 

J u s t a m a n n e r of t h o u g h t 
A c o m m o n bumper st icker in t imber 
towns is T h e only t rue wi lderness 
is be tween a greenies ears ' . A t first 
I t h o u g h t i t w a s m e a n t to b e an 
i n s u l t , b u t i f m y m i n d h a d t h e 
q u a l i t i e s o f a w i l d e r n e s s t h e n 
I w o u l d b e very h a p p y s o i t m u s t 
have s o m e other mes sage . 

Af te r s o m e t h o u g h t t h e a n s w e r 
w a s o b v i o u s ; i t i s t h e m i s s i o n 
s ta tement for extract ive industr ies . 
T h e y wil l not rest until the onlv t rue 
wi lderness is jus t a memory . 
From a Letter to the Editor in 
Parkwatch, March 2001 

C o m p i l e d b y L e n H a s k e w 

Landscape Exhibition 

M e m b e r J o h n T a s s i e a n d h i s 
sister, A n n e , have b e e n s h o w i n g 
an exhibi t ion o f the i r l andscapes 
in Ade la ide , and in A u g u s t wi l l 
p resen t t h e m in Canber ra . 

Geo, an exhibit ion o f l andscape 
p a i n t i n g s b y A n n e T a s s i e a n d 
digitally manipula ted l andscapes 
by J o h n l a s s i e , wil l b e on d isplay 
at the A N C A Gallery, 1 R o s e v e a r 
P lace , Dickson, from W e d n e s d a y 
1st to Sunday 12th A u g u s t 2 0 0 1 . 
Ga l le ry hours are W e d n e s d a y to 
S u n d a y 12 to 5pm. 



NSW National Parks Association 
meets in Canberra 

In J anua ry I rece ived a phone call 
from M i k e T h o m p s o n , a N S W N P A 
State Councillor, to let m e k n o w that 
the Southern High lands branch o f 
t h e N P A w a s h o s t i n g t h e S t a t e 
Council meet ing. This was to be he ld 
in Canber ra on Sa turday March 3. 
N P A A C T commi t t ee members were 
invited to at tend. 

T h e m e e t i n g w a s h e l d in t h e 
confe rence r o o m at the C a n b e r r a 
M o t o r V i l l a g e , a v e r y p l e a s a n t 
venue . Twenty- three delegates from 
f o u r s t a t e b r a n c h e s a n d S y d n e y 
at tended. 

T h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e m o r n i n g 
compr i sed t w o workshops . The first 
concerned the ou tcomes of an earlier 
p lann ing day a n d act ions arising, 
inc luding a draft f ive-year strategic 
plan .The second w a s on the need to 
r e v i e w p o l i c y o n c o m m e r c i a l 
facilities and opera t ions in nat ional 
parks. 

A f t e r t h e w o r k s h o p s , D r T o n y Fleming 
F l e m i n g , D i r e c t o r o f t h e N S W 
N P W S S o u t h e r n D i r e c t o r a t e , 

addressed the meet ing . T h e topics 
he covered included: 
• the Regional Forestry Agreement 

within the Southern Directorate; 
• t h e s e c o n d p h a s e o f t h e 

Wilderness declarat ion process ; 
• the Walker Repor t ; and 
• f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n s f o r t h e 

Southern Directorate . 
Ian Pulsford, from the directorate, 

w a s on h a n d to ass is t Tony wi th 
s o m e o f the specific quest ions. 

T h e mee t ing r e s u m e d after lunch 
w i t h r e p o r t s f r o m t h e S t a t e 
Execut ive and a special mo t ion o f 
congratula t ion to State Counci l lor 
A n d r e w S o u r r y o n r e c e i v i n g an 
O A M . 

I n i t e m s o n n o t i c e , S t a t e 
C o u n c i l l o r s r a i s e d a n u m b e r o f 
i s s u e s , r a n g i n g f r o m t h e p a r k s 
s e r v i c e c o n s u l t i n g 4 W D 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s to c o a s t a l 
deve lopment . Counci l m o v e d on to 
r e p o r t s f r o m N P A c o m m i t t e e s 
i n c l u d i n g t h e P a r k M a n a g e m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e B i o d ivers i ty 

C o m m i t t e e . T h i s w a s fo l lowed by 
reports from NPA representatives on 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t a d v i s o r y c o u n c i l 
a n d p e a k counc i l s . T h e r epo r t i ng 
s e s s i o n e n d e d w i t h r e p o r t s f rom 
branches . 

T h e last major i tem o f bus iness 
w a s the endorsement o f an inter im 
pol icy on mainta in ing nat ional park 
in tegr i ty . I s p o k e b r i e f l y on the 
opportunities for, and the benefits of, 
m o r e cooperat ion be tween N P A A C T 
and N P A NSW. 

A barbecue w a s expert ly prepared 
and cooked by N P A A C T M e m b e r s 
S u e C h a d w i c k , S t even For s t and 
D a v i d Large . 

At tending the meet ing was a great 
oppo r tun i t y to hea r at first h a n d 
h o w things are done in NSW. 

O n Sunday morn ing I led a wa lk 
f o r 11 o f t h e v i s i t o r s o n B l a c k 
M o u n t a i n w i t h s o m e e x p l a i n i n g 
a b o u t the C a n b e r r a Na tu re Pa rk 
s y s t e m a n d w h a t m a k e s B l a c k 
Moun ta in Reserve so special. 

Clive Hur l s tone 

NPA group in the Blue Gum Forest while on the Grose Valley walk. Photo Max Lawrence 



Book Review 
National Parks of Australia 2001, b y 
A lan Fox , N e w Hol land Publ ishers 
P ty Ltd. 

A s is to b e expected from Alan Fox , 
this b o o k conta ins informative wel l -
w r i t t e n t e x t a n d b e a u t i f u l 
photographs to illustrate the t heme . 

T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n g i v e s a n 
o v e r v i e w o f t h e ' i s l a n d 
commonwea l th ' wi th its long h u m a n 
history and anc ien t beg inn ing from 
G o n d w a n a . T h e author points ou t 
that nature conservat ion began wi th 
the Abor ig ina l people , that the first 
national park in the world was Roya l 
National Pa rk outs ide Sydney, and 
that conservat ion is n o w a citizen's 
movemen t . 

Each state is in t roduced w i th a 
one-page statement, then a selection 
o f t h e s t a t e ' s n a t i o n a l p a r k s i s 
explored wi th text and photographs. 
For example , the national parks in 
N e w South Wales that are exp lored 
are D o r r i g o N a t i o n a l Park , L o r d 
H o w e Is land Wor ld Heri tage A r e a , 
M u n g o Nat ional Park, Myal l L a k e s 
N a t i o n a l P a r k , B l u e M o u n t a i n s 
National Park, Roya l National Pa rk 
and Kosc iuszko Nat ional Park. 

A strip on the first page o f e ach 
park 's chapter , g i v i n g i m p o r t a n t , 
qu ick ly r e f e renced in fo rmat ion is 
very helpful . T h e head ings in the 
strip are: Loca t ion , Cl imate , W h e n 
to go , Acces s Permi ts , Equ ipment , 
Facilities, Watching Wildlife, Visi tor 
Activi t ies . 

A large m a p o f Austra l ia m a r k e d 
wi th locat ions o f the national pa rks 
is inc luded in the book . 

T h e p h o t o g r a p h s a r e m o s t 
s t u n n i n g , e s p e c i a l l y t h e a e r i a l 
photographs . 

The b o o k is grea t as a present for 
fami ly m e m b e r s or friends, o r t o 
k e e p o n y o u r b o o k s h e l f a s a 
r e f e r e n c e f o r y o u r t r a v e l s i n t o 
Australia 's nat ional parks. 

F i o n a M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 

Calendar 
J im Jul Aug Sep 

Committee meeting T h u 7 Thu 5 Thu 2 Thu 6 

Environment Sub-committee 1 Thu 14 Thu 12 Thu 9 Thu 13 

General meeting T h u 2 1 Thu 19 Thu 20 

A G M Thu 16 

Bulletin Working Group 2 Tue 26 

Gudgenby Regenerat ion 3 Sat 9 Sat 14 Sat 11 Sat 8 

1 D a v i d L a r g e 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

2 S y d C o m f o r t 6 2 8 6 2 5 7 8 

3 Y a n k e e H a t c a r p a r k 1 0 : 0 0 a m , E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

General meetings 
Our general mee t ings are he ld at Fores t ry H o u s e , CSLRO Fores t ry and 
Fores t Products , W i l f Crane Crescent , o f f B a n k s Street, Yarra lumla , and 
the mee t ing c o m m e n c e s at 8:00 p m . 

T h u r s d a y 21 J u n e 2001 
Rethinking salinity control in the Murray-Darling Basin 
Dr B a d e n Wi l l i ams 
T h e Decade o f Landcare has been a t r e m e n d o u s success in ra is ing publ ic 
awareness o f land, wa te r and bio logica l degradat ion , but logical so lu t ions 
and their implementa t ion for salinity control have been less than impress ive . 

Every rev iew o f dryland and i r r igat ion salinity since the early 1980s has 
p roduced h i g h e r and h igher es t imates o f d a m a g e d areas and y e t m o r e 
devastat ing predic t ions for the future. W e have b e e n through a ser ies o f 
"admit t ing the p rob lem" and "best-bet solut ion" stages and yet s e e m to b e 
falling further and further beh ind in dev i s ing successful controls . 

It w o u l d appear that w e are still no t r ecognis ing and act ing u p o n one or 
m o r e k e y aspects to this p roblem. T h i s ta lk wil l chal lenge a n u m b e r o f 
scientific, social , a n d polit ical concep ts assoc ia ted wi th cur ren t sal ini ty 
control s trategies in the Murray-Dar l ing Bas in . 

T h u r s d a y 19 J u l y 2001 
Over the plains and far away. 
Gary and D i T h o m p s o n 
A ta lk on the exper iences o f a 4-day came l safari in the Lake Eyre a rea o f 
South Aus t ra l ia in the spring o f 2 0 0 0 . T h e trip involved a step back- in- t ime 
and a min i exper ience o f wha t explora t ion th rough the desert areas w o u l d 
have been l ike in yea r s past - the heat , l ack o f wa te r and other d iscomfor ts . 

T h u r s d a y 16 A u g u s t 2001 
Annua l Genera l M e e t i n g - Please refer to not ice o f meet ing on p a g e 3. 
Heading north 
Judi th Webs te r 
Judi th set off w i th friends from Walha l la in Gipps land in N o v e m b e r 1998 to 
wa lk the A lp ine Track in stages. B y M a y this y e a r at the end o f s tage 4 she 
had m a d e i t to D e a d Hor se Gap . 

Judith will ta lk about her walks on the t rack so far wi th some observat ions 
on h o w the A l p i n e Pa rk estate is be ing m a n a g e d . 

T h u r s d a y 2 0 S e p t e m b e r 2001 
Greenhouse - your house 
Chris M a c k e n z i e Davey, the Cool Commun i t i e s Facil i tator for the A C T , wil l 
talk about global wa rming and local consequences , wha t it means , and w h a t 
w e can do . 

T h u r s d a y 18 O c t o b e r 2001 
Charles Weston 
Dr. John Gray h a s m a d e a definitive s tudy o f Char les Weston and wi l l speak 
about W e s t o n and the early days o f conserva t ion and afforestation i n the 
federal capital 1911-1926. 
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Neville Esau and Max Lawrence on Mount Burbidge. Photo Martin Chalk 
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