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Environment Sub-committee report 
M e m b e r s wi l l b e aware o f a n u m b e r 
o f p r o b l e m s t h a t h a v e c a u s e d a 
hiatus in our activities and that little 
w o r k has b e e n carried out w i th on ly 
a f ew meet ings held over the pas t 
s ix mon ths . I 'm pleased to say that 
w e are n o w b a c k on t rack and w e 
are m o v i n g on w i th a n u m b e r o f 
projects . 

W e need to complete the 1999/2000 
projects in order to acquit the grant 
w e received from Envi ronment ACT. 
C l i v e H u r l e s t o n e H u r l e s t o n e  h a s a g r e e d t o 
c o o r d i n a t e t h e s e p r o j e c t s . T h e y 
include: 
• N P A i n p u t t o t h e S e c o n d 

N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n t o t a k e 
a c c o u n t o f t h e c l a i m f o r 
recogni t ion o f nat ive title; 

• deve lopment o f a Plan to M a n a g e 
R e m n a n t Na t ive Vege ta t ion in 
A C T Forests ; and 

• c o m m e n t s on i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
p l ans for M u r r u m b i d g e e R ive r 
Corridor, Canberra Nature Pa rk 
and Tidbinbi l la Nature Reserve . 

T w o a d d i t i o n a l p r o j e c t s a re to 
deve lop submiss ions on the recent ly 

released A C T Nature Based Tourism 
St ra tegy and a plan o f m a n a g e m e n t 
f o r w i l d h o r s e s i n K o s c i u s z k o 
N a t i o n a l Pa rk . A w o r k i n g g r o u p 
convened b y Tom Heinson is look ing 
after t h e N a t u r e B a s e d T o u r i s m 
S t r a t e g y a n d G a r y T h o m p s o n i s 
l ead ing the group on wi ld horses . 

I f y o u w o u l d like to assist in any 
of these projects, p lease contact m e 
or Cl ive , Tbm or Gary. A n y he lp is 
ve ry w e l c o m e . 

T h e N a t u r e B a s e d T o u r i s m 
St ra tegy is l ikely to cause us m a n y 
prob lems . It i s not clear jus t w h a t is 
p roposed . O n e mat ter o f immedia te 
concern is the proposal to deve lop 
G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d as a 
c o m m e r c i a l a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d 
f o o d o u t l e t . T h i s p r o p o s a l w a s 
rejected by m e m b e r s last year. 

C l e a r l y , i f t h i s w e n t a h e a d i t 
w o u l d o n l y l e a d t o m a n y m o r e 
r e q u e s t s for add i t iona l r e s o u r c e s 
and faci l i t ies . T h e s t ra tegy looks to 
d e v e l o p N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
for eco - tou r i sm and s e e m s to p a y 
l i t t le a t tent ion to the va lues o f a 
na t iona l park. This issue is explored 

fu r the r in t h e l e t t e r s p r in t ed on 
pages 16 and 17 . 

T h e w i l d h o r s e s i s s u e i s v e r y 
emot ive and m e m b e r s have differing 
v i ews . These m a i n l y re la te to the 
question o f shooting wi ld horses. The 
Report on the Cull of Feral Horses 
in Guy Fawkes River National Park 
in Oc tober 2 0 0 0 m a k e s interest ing 
read ing and m e m b e r s should read 
t h i s r e p o r t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g 
conclusions. M y o w n posi t ion is that 
I have seen the d a m a g e done by wild 
horses in Kosc iuszko Nat ional Park 
and h o p e they can b e r emoved . 

T h e pro tagonis t s to k e e p t h e m in 
p lace are m a i n l y d r a w n by peop le 
w h o en joy the " spor t " o f b r u m b y 
running . I h a v e n o a r g u m e n t wi th 
t hem. I only h a v e a a r g u m e n t wi th 
t h e m c o n d u c t i n g t h e i r s p o r t in 
KNP. I f they w a n t to indulge in such 
a s p o r t t h e n l e t t h e m d o s o on 
pr iva te land. 

Di T h o m p s o n sets ou t her v i ews 
on the feral ho r se p rob l em in her 
article on page 4. 

D a v i d L a r g e 

Foreign correspondent - from 
our man in USA 
I n S e p t e m b e r o f l a s t y e a r , 
a s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r B a r r y Ridgeway  
R i d g e w a y a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n 
e m b a r k e d u p o n an 1 1 - d a y 
e x p l o r a t i o n o f an A m e r i c a n 
wi lde rness - the B o u n d a r y Waters 
C a n o e A r e a W i l d e r n e s s i n 
M i n n e s o t a . G i v e n t h e p o p u l a t e d 
na tu r e o f the U S A w h e n c o m p a r e d 
to Aus t ra l ia , Bar ry ini t ial ly h a d a 
c e r t a i n s c e p t i c i s m a b o u t t h e 
r e m o t e n e s s o f t h i s w i l d e r n e s s . 
However , h is repor t o f the tr ip, sen t 
to the N P A , freely admits tha t the 
mi l l ion o r so acres o f lakes , forests 
a n d r i v e r s s o o n h a d h i m in i t s 
g rasp . T h e dai ly rout ine o f p a d d l e 
a n d p o r t a g e s e t t h e p a c e f o r 

exp lora t ion beyond the reach o f the 
casua l traveller. 

G i v e n the au tumnal t iming a n d 
t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e w i l d e r n e s s , 
w e a t h e r w a s a lways to b e a fac tor 
i n t h e i r j o u r n e y . I n d e e d , d e l a y s 
caused b y ra in and s to rms requ i red 
t h e m to re-assess thei r object ive on 
d a y f o u r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e 
c o m b i n a t i o n o f so l i tude , w e a t h e r 
ex t r emes , sti l lness a n d the call o f 
the loons combined to impress o n 
B a r r y tha t a count ry o f 2 5 0 mi l l i on 
people , too , can have national pa rks 
w h i c h of fe r g e n u i n e w i l d e r n e s s 
exper iences . 

M a r t i n C h a l k 

ACT Alive, Sunday March 18 
T h e associat ion again p lans a d isp lay for A C T Alive so volunteers to assis t 
w o u l d b e we lcome. Note the change in venue and the later date . Detai ls are 
in the Out ings Program. 

N e w Members 
T h e a s s o c i a t i o n e x t e n d s a w a r m 
w e l c o m e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g n e w 
m e m b e r s : 

Jennifer Bal lard Queanbeyan 

He len Corr igan D ickson 

Valerie Elder Wa t son 

Rosal ie Grant A r a n d a 

Peter H a n n Chif ley 

N and D H a n s o n D e a k i n 

Brian O'Neill F i she r 

N and L Page 

Margare t P o w e r D e a k i n 

B e n Sch imer G o w r i e 

Sylv ia Sun Canbe r r a 

John Tassie Chif ley 

Alan Walke r Mur rumba teman 

Paul ine Wes t Ka l een 



Willows and wild horses 
Last year, Di Thompson was 
appointed to the NSW National Parks 
and Wildlife Service Snowy 
Mountains Advisory Committee. In 
this article, Di reports on some issues 
which the committee has considered. 

Wil lows and wi ld horses are jus t 
t w o o f t h e i s s u e s o n t h e S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e ' s 
( S M A C ) agenda. Others inc lude the 
W a l k e r E n q u i r y in to the T h r e d b o 
landsl ide, the legacies o f the S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s H y d r o e l e c t r i c S c h e m e , 
n e w reserve additions, resorts, was te 
m a n a g e m e n t , r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 
l a n d h o l d e r s a n d a d j o i n i n g sh i r e 
counc i l s , bushfire s t ra teg ies , park 
u s a g e f e e s , f e r a l c o n t r o l s , A l p s 
Lia ison and eco tour i sm. 

S M A C m e m b e r s h i p is eclect ic . We 
c o m e f r o m a d i v e r s e r a n g e o f 
backgrounds and expertise, including 
l o c a l c o u n c i l s a n d c o m m u n i t i e s , 
r e s o r t s , t o u r i s m , i n d i g e n o u s 
communi t i e s , sc ience , conserva t ion 
a n d t h e r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s . 
D e p e n d i n g on the c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 
S M A C m e m b e r s a l so w o r k on sub­
commit tees and w o r k i n g groups . Two 
such recent ly formed groups relate 
to the cont ro l and m a n a g e m e n t o f 
wi l lows and wild horBes. 

These issues are bo th topical and 
e m o t i v e . P u b l i c k n o w l e d g e i s 
general ly low and each attracts more 
than its share o f mis informat ion . It 
is Borne y e a r s n o w s i n c e F i o n a 
M c D o n a l d B r a n d a n d T i m W a l s h 
d r ew the associa t ion 's a t tent ion to 
wi l lows as a p rob l em in our midst . 
S i n c e t hen p a r k a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e 
m a d e var ious a s ses smen t s o f their 
d i s t r i b u t i o n , i d e n t i f i e d t h e m o r e 
i n v a s i v e w i l l o w t y p e s a n d b e g u n 
p rograms o f control . 

Kur t Cremer , a S M A C member , is 
a C S I R O wil low expert . Kur t recently 
m a d e a presenta t ion on wi l l ows to 
t h e c o m m i t t e e , a n d i m p r e s s e d on 
m e m b e r s that there w a s a ra re and 
very limited H wmdow-of-oppoi1ninity w 

t o con ta in or e v e n e rad ica t e s o m e 
willow species in o u r reg ion . He also 
advised that not all w i l l ow species 
r equ i r ed s u c h u r g e n t c o n t r o l and 
intervention. A s we all know, wi l lows 
h a v e b e e n p l a n t e d e x t e n s i v e l y in 
Austra l ia over the las t 150 years , for 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f river b a n k s , for 

s tabi l i sa t ion, and for o r n a m e n t a l 
a n d sen t imenta l p u r p o s e s . T h e s e 
p l an t s spread t h r o u g h acc identa l 
s t r iking of b roken branches and by 
f u r t h e r p l a n t i n g . H o w e v e r t h e 
p l a n t i n g of a d d i t i o n a l s p e c i e s in 
more recent decades , with both male 
and female t r ees g r o w i n g w i th in 
polUnating d is tance o f each other, 
s t a r t e d to p r o d u c e s e e d s a n d 
seedlings and this has resulted in an 
exponent ia l g rowth and spread o f 
m a n y species. 

T h e two really aggress ive species 
in our region are Salix fragilis and 
S.nigra ( c o m m o n l y k n o w n as the 
crack willow and the b lack wi l low 
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) . T h e b l a c k w i l l o w 
pa ren t populat ion is sourced from 
the Tumut River. H o w e v e r the black 
w i l l o w c r e a t e s a m a s s i v e s e e d 
supply, and over the last 10 years 
seeds have b lown m o r e than 100km, 
w i t h s i tes n o w r e c o r d e d o n t h e Goodradigbee  
G o o d r a d i g b e e , Q u e a n b e y a n , 
M o l o n g o and M u r r u m b i d g e e Rivers 
near Canberra. I can only conc lude 
that given the f l ightpa th o f those 
seeds to our region, that seeds would 
have also germinated in the Naas , 
Gudgenby and Orrora l Rivers . 

I hope that Kur t wil l b e able to give 
a presentation on wi l lows to the NPA 
in the near future. T h e r e are Borne 
excel lent free publ ica t ions available 
on wi l low m a n a g e m e n t and wi l low 
identification, detai ls o f wh ich are 
set ou t below. 

N o w to wild horses . M a n y people 
h a v e n o t b e e n a w a r e u n t i l v e r y 
recent ly that u p to 30 wi ld horses 
spend the s u m m e r m o n t h s in the 
A l p i n e r e g i o n o f K o s c i u s z k o 
Nat iona l Park ( K N P ) . T h e horses 
are usually in several groups , and 
o v e r the last s ix y e a r s have been 
m o v i n g to the a rea a b o v e 1850m, 
genera l ly in the R a m s H e a d area 
a n d in t h e h e a d w a t e r s o f t h e 
S w a m p y S w a m p y  P l a i n s R i v e r a n d 
Leatherbarrel Creek . 

T h e National ParkB and Wildlife 
Service ( N P W S ) has formed a Wild 
H o r s e M a n a g e m e n t S t e e r i n g 
C o m m i t t e e ( W H M S C ) , w i t h 
representa t ives f rom ho r se r id ing 
organisat ions, local communi t i e s , a 
vet, alpine ecologist, N P W S staff and 
y o u r s t ru ly r e p r e s e n t i n g n a t u r e 

c o n s e r v a t i o n . T h i s W H M S C has 
been brought together to develop a 
p lan o f m a n a g e m e n t for wi ld horses 
in the Alp ine area. Two formal public 
c o n s u l t a t i o n p r o c e s s e s have been 
h e l d - a f o r u m in J i n d a b y n e in 
January and an information evening 
in Queanbeyan on February 13. 

T h e r e w a s a l m o s t u n a n i m o u s 
ag reemen t at the J indabyne forum 
that wi ld horses be removed from the 
A l p i n e a r e a a n d t h e s o o n e r t h e 
better. T h e next i ssue is how? 

T h e N P W S i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
sensi t ive to c o m m u n i t y opinion and 
p o l i t i c a l b a c k l a s h o n t h i s i s s u e 
( g e n e r a t e d to a l a r g e e x t e n t b y 
t a l k b a c k r ad io and o ther m e d i a ) . 
A direct consequence has been that 
the approach to the managemen t o f 
wi ld horses in K N P is l imited in its 
scope and definition to the removal 
o f w i l d h o r s e s in the A l p i n e a rea 
(that is, above 1850m) . T h e terms o f 
r e f e r e n c e for the W H M S C do n o t 
cover wi ld horses in o ther parts o f 
K N P or the m u c h broader issue o f 
horse r iding. 

N P W S p u b l i c p r e s e n t a t i o n s 
o u t l i n e t h e p r o b l e m - tha t "wi ld 
h o r s e s h a v e e x p a n d e d t h e i r 
p o p u l a t i o n s b e y o n d t r a d i t i o n a l 
areas , they are n o w above the tree 
line a long the M a i n Range" , and o f 
c o u r s e t h e y " m a k e a s i g n i f i c a n t 
i m p a c t o n t h e f r a g i l e a l p i n e 
envi ronment" . However , o f concern 
to conservat ionis ts , a re other N P W S 
s t a t emen t s tha t i t " recognises the 
cul tural va lue o f wi ld horses" and 
"that the welfare o f wi ld horses is 
p a r a m o u n t " a s o p p o s e d t o a n y 
s ta tement referr ing instead to the 
h u m a n e t r e a t m e n t o f horses . T h e 
N P W S o b v i o u s l y n e e d s f u r t h e r 
suppor t and encouragement to m a k e 
s t ronger s ta tements concern ing the 
p a r a m o u n t i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 
welfare and protection o f native flora 
a n d f a u n a , t o p r o v i d e s c i e n t i f i c 
e v i d e n c e o n i m p a c t s , a n d " tha t 
horses are in t roduced and have n o 
natural predators". 

T h e r e are several theor ies about 
w h e r e the alpine horses have c o m e 
from, one o f w h i c h main ta ins that 
t h e y a r e b e i n g p u s h e d u p f r o m 
C o w o m b a t F l a t b e c a u s e o f t h e 
i n c r e a s i n g popu la t i on p ressure in 



that area. T h e y are not t hough t to 
b e p a r t o f t h e D e a d H o r s e G a p 
popula t ion . 

A s to the p roces s so far. N P W S 
and t h e W H M S C m e m b e r s w e r e 
conce rned to ensu re tha t the ini t ial 
p u b l i c c o n s u l t a t i o n s b e s m a l l , 
m a n a g e a b l e a n d s u c c e s s f u l . 
H o w e v e r , t h e r e c o n t i n u e s t o b e 
s t rong op in ion f rom those ou ts ide 
the immed ia t e local region, tha t the 
C a n b e r r a , S y d n e y a n d r e s o r t 
c o m m u n i t i e s f o r m a s i g n i f i c a n t 
cons t i tuency o f k e y s t akeho lde rs in 
K N P and tha t all should b e b rough t 
in to t h e c o m m u n i t y c o n s u l t a t i o n 
process . I be l i eve that for the t ime 
b e i n g w e h a v e a d e p t h o f 
c o m m u n i t y c o m m e n t on the i s sue 
of wi ld h o r s e s in the A l p i n e zone . 
F u r t h e r p u b l i c i n p u t w i l l b e 
r e q u i r e d w h e n t h e d e b a t e i s 
ex tended to w i l d horses and ho r se 
r iding e l s ewhere in the pa rk . 

I t b e c a m e v e r y c l e a r t o t h e 
conservat ionis ts w h o a t tended the 
forum and the nformation session, 
t h a t w i l d h o r s e s a n d b r u m b y 
r u n n i n g in K N P are in t r ins ica l ly 
l inked and presents a m u c h larger 
p rob lem than m a n y o f u s thought . 
T h i s r a i s e d a w h o l e n e w s e t o f 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t w e m u s t 
c o n s i d e r . I t c a n b e a r g u e d t h a t 
remova l o f the wi ld horses from the 
Alpine area w a s an easy trade-off for 
m a n y in the ho r se r iding fraternity. 
Bas ica l ly the real i ssue i s access . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , b r u m b y r u n n i n g i s 
alive and wel l . S o m e riders operate 
like hunters , put t ing the catch b a c k 
in m a n y ins tances or i n t roduc ing 
n e w b l o o d , to ensure the spo r t is 
s u s t a i n e d a n d bu i l t u p . R e a d e r s 
should b e aware that this is a sport , 
an act ivi ty , ca r r i ed o u t b y a f e w 
f a m i l i e s , a t p u b l i c e x p e n s e a n d 
r e s u l t i n g i n t h e l a r g e a r e a s o f 
destruct ion in KNP, the j e w e l o f the 
N S W n a t i o n a l p a r k s s y s t e m . 
I bel ieve the general publ ic has been 
d u p e d b y t h e e m o t i v e i m a g e s 
p o r t r a y e d t h r o u g h l i nks to " M a n 
from S n o w y River" into associa t ing 
her i t age v a l u e s wi th w i l d ho r ses , 
w i t h o u t c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f h o r s e 
numbers , distributions, impacts , the 
reason for creat ing nat ional parks , 
and so on . 

W h a t i s a t s take is the potent ia l 
for a n n u a l m u s t e r i n g s ( b r u m b y 
runs) endorsed b y W H M S C and the 

N P W S — unde r the guise o f keep ing 
numbers d o w n , and increased ( read 
th i s as u n l i m i t e d ) a c c e s s to t h e 
park - both b y ho r ses and 4 - W D s . 

Neither in Aus t ra l ia nor overseas 
has muster ing alone kept wild horse 
p o p u l a t i o n s d o w n . W i l d h o r s e 
p o p u l a t i o n s , w i t h o u t p r e d a t o r s , 
increase at a rate o f be tween 15 pe r 
cent to 20 pe r cen t a year, so their 
numbers double every four to five 
years . Wi ld ho r ses have no t b e e n 
officially m a n a g e d in K N P for 20 
years. In fact, the Report on the Cull 
of Feral Horses in Guy Fawkes 
National Park b y D r Tony Eng l i sh 
explains tha t no t on ly is mus te r ing 
ineffectual as a s ingle tool, bu t that 
there are significant animal welfare 
concerns in re la t ion to the horses 
b e i n g m u s t e r e d , y a r d e d a n d 
transported. 

The ho r se r i d ing c o m m u n i t y is 
p u s h i n g h a r d t o b e a l l o w e d t o 
reduce the w i l d horse numbers . I f 
locals (w i thou t accred i ta t ion a n d 
other i ndependen t evaluat ive and 
m o n i t o r i n g c o n s t r a i n t s ) g e t t h i s 
task, then b r u m b y running wil l b e 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d , a s t h e y w i l l 
e n s u r e t h a t t h e r e a r e a l w a y s 
sufficient n u m b e r s o f wi ld horses in 
all par t s o f the p a r k for o n g o i n g 
annual cul ls . 

In the no r the rn pa r t o f KNP, t h e 
Tantangara , w i l d horses are n o w 
cross ing the r anges into the A C T . 
O n e par t ic ipant at the informat ion 
sess ions f i r m l y s t a t ed t h a t w i l d 
horses w e r e e l sewhere in N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k t o o . T h e A C T 
Gove rnmen t shot , w h a t we re then , 
the last w i l d h o r s e s in N a m a d g i 
Nat iona l P a r k i n t h e la te 1980s . 
O n e theo ry is t h e cur ren t ho r ses 
h a v e b e e n s o " c h a s e d " b y h o r s e 
r ide r s o n t h e T a n t a n g a r a P l a i n 
that they are b e i n g pushed u p o v e r 
the border . I h a d h o p e d tha t A C T 
Parks and Conse rva t ion w o u l d b e 
a b l e t o s u p p o r t t h e N P W S b y 
eradica t ing a n y re in t roduced w i l d 
horses in the A C T . I be l i eve t hey 
p lan a wa i t and see approach w i t h 
some init ial t hough t be ing g iven to 
the poss ible cons t ruc t ion o f a fence 
( o r b a r r i e r ) t o s t o p t h e h o r s e s 
coming in to the A C T . T h e potent ia l 
for d a m a g e to the fragile b o g s and 
p o n d s i n t h o s e b o r d e r g a p s b y 
fencing worke r s m a y b e worse than 
the horses . 

Fd appreciate hear ing from you i f 
you sight wi ld horses in KNP, and o f 
any realistic suggest ions for remova l 
o f wi ld horses in that area. A l so Tm 
h a p p y t o f o r w a r d an e l e c t r o n i c 
version o f the Tbny English report for 
those w h o wou ld like to k n o w m o r e 
about the aerial milling o f wild horses 
at G u y Fawkes Nat ional Park. M y 
c o n t a c t de ta i l s are : 6288 6 0 8 4 ( h ) 
t h o m p s o n @ w e b o n e . c o m . a u ( h ) 
dthompson@gststar tup.gov.au (w) . 

F o r m o r e in format ion on w i l l o w 
m a n a g e m e n t and identification See 
h t t p : / / w w w . f f p . c s i r o . a u / p u b l i c a t / 
ar t ic les/wil lows 

F o r the f o l l o w i n g free b o o k l e t s , 
w r i t e t o B o b T r o u n c e , N S W 
A g r i c u l t u r e , L o c k e d B a g 2 1 , 
Orange , N S W , 2 8 0 0 , o r fax h i m o n 
(02) 6 3 9 1 3 6 0 5 . 

C r e m e r , K W ( 1 9 9 6 ) , Willow 
identification for river management 
in Australia. Technical Paper 3. 
CSLRO Forestry, Canberra , 2 2 p p . 

C r e m e r , K u r t ( 1 9 9 9 ) , W i l l o w 
m a n a g e m e n t for Austral ian r ivers . 
N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e M a n a g e m e n t , 
Specia l Issue, Dec . 1999, p p 1-22. 

T r o u n c e , B o b a n d Cremer , K u r t 
(1997) , Wi l low control. Publ. b y N S W 
Agricul ture . 6pp . 

Di T h o m p s o n 

Total fire bans 
Tony Corr igan , M a n a g e r A C T Pa rks 
and Conse rva t ion , has p rov ided the 
fo l lowing in format ion on the act ion 
t aken b y h i s se rv ice on days o f total 
fire b a n . 

For Tidbinbil la Nature Reserve the 
r isk o f fire is computed specifically 
for the reserve and on the bas is o f 
this a decis ion is m a d e . I f the ban is 
to app ly to the reserve the reserve is 
c losed to the publ ic ; o therwise the 
r e se rve m a y r e m a i n open e v e n o f 
days o f total fire ban . Thus dur ing 
th i s s e a s o n T i d b i n b i l l a h a s b e e n 
c losed on on ly one day 

N a m a d g i Nat ional Park is c losed 
o n d a y s o f t o t a l f i re b a n i n t h e 
fol lowing way. T h e park is no t c losed 
to pedes t r i ans a l t hough as far as 
poss ible t hey are wa rned about the 
fire danger . Similarly, occupants o f 
the c a m p grounds are advised o f the 
s i t u a t i o n b u t a r e n o t e v a c u a t e d . 
R o a d s are closed whe re they could 
b e c o m e a fire trap because they are 
t h e o n l y r o a d i n o r o u t a s , f o r 
example , to Orroral . 

mailto:thompson@webone.com.au
mailto:dthompson@gststartup.gov.au
http://www.ffp.csiro.au/publicat/


Thredbo Diggings car camp, 
February 2001 
T w o l e a d e r s a r r i v e d a t T h r e d b o 
Diggings o n Thursday evening to a 
c a m p i n g g r o u n d u n d e r p e r f e c t 
condit ions. Clear sky, ca lm air and 
dehghtfully comfortable temperature; 
very still on the river giving wonderful 
ref lect ions . T h e r e w e r e abou t five 
other groups in the camp area, so we 
h a d o o d l e s o f r o o m a n d s e t t l e d 
ourselves nearest the easy fine gravel 
slope accessing the river. Our space 
included a fireplace with hotplate and 
suspension chain, a picnic table and 
benches, both open and shady areas, 
room to spread out tent spaces and 
accommodate a camper-van. The pit 
toilets we re close by but not too close. 
With a close-to-full moon and brilliant 
stars, w e needed no torches. Idyllic 
c o n d i t i o n s w h e n w e r e t i r e d at 
about 1 0 . 3 0 . 

Tha t even ing , a w o m b a t chomped 
his (or he r ) w a y pas t soon after w e 
went to bed . I wa tched h i m for some 
t ime but h e j u s t grazed around the 
c a m p un t roub led . E a c h even ing a 
w o m b a t g r a z e d a round 'our ' area, 
e v e n w h i l e w e w e r e s t i l l s i t t ing 
r o u n d o u r c a m p f i r e . M o s t o f the 
g r o u p s c a m p e d a t t h e D i g g i n g s 
r e p o r t e d a w o m b a t a r o u n d the i r 
c a m p ; w o m b a t s a l w a y s h a v e 
featured in m y mind-pic ture o f this 
par t icular c a m p g r o u n d . 

High , th in w i s p y c louds c a m e up 
some t ime du r ing the night , then a 
b r e e z e ; i t i n t ens i f i ed b e c o m i n g a 
b l u s t e r y w i n d r o a r i n g d o w n the 
valley. B y F r i d a y morn ing , i t had 
s tar ted to ra in intermittently, and 
things did n o t seem too promising. 
However , w e w e r e able to breakfast 
b e t w e e n s h o w e r s and w e r e never 
confined to tents or car shelter. 

P h a s m i d s (s t ick insec t s ) in vas t 
numbers were dropping from the sky 
( the t rees really, but i t s eemed from 
the sky genera l ly ) . It did not take 
us long to w o r k out that the b r o w n y 
ones w i th a c r e a m lateral stripe and 
beautiful m a u v e t ransparent hind 
wings were males , whi le the females 

w e r e a r i c h l e a f - g r e e n a n d m o r e 
r o b u s t . T h e m a l e s c o u l d fly, in a 
m a n n e r o f speaking, bu t the females 
d i d n o t ; m o s t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s 
s t randed through hav ing landed on 
t h e r iver , w e r e m a l e s . T h e y w e r e 
eve rywhere and w e did ge t u sed to 
t h e m , b u t f e w e r w o u l d h a v e been 
better. H u g e flocks o f little ravens (we 
rough-counted hundreds at a t ime) 
w h e e l e d a n d s e t t l e d a n d w e 
d iscovered they were feasting on the 
insects . 

W e set off for a morn ing Bul lock 's 
T r a c k w a l k , w i t h o t h e r N P A e r s 
expec ted to arrive a round Iuncht ime. 
M a n y flowers were out, mc lud ing two 
orch ids ; l ad ies ' t resses (Spiranthes 
sinensis) w i th their myr i ad t iny r ich 
p ink f lowers arranged spirally u p the 
s tem, in mois t bu t open ground , and 
p a r s o n ' s p a r s o n ' s  b a n d s (Eriockilus 
cucullatus) w i t h u p to t h ree p inky 
m a u v e f lowers pe r s tem, favour ing 
open w o o d l a n d . M a n y species from 
the da isy fami ly were flowering; bil ly 
b u t t o n s ( o r w h a t e v e r ) , d i f f e r e n t 
y e l l o w a n d w h i t e p a p e r d a i s i e s , 
r a g g e d y mul t i -headed y e l l o w ones , 
n a t i v e y a m s , B r a c h y c o m e s , e t c . 
C o n s p i c u o u s r e d - b e r r i e d b u s h e s , 
s eemed to b e o f t w o forms, o n e wi th 
green foliage and very red berries, the 
o the r wi th m o r e b lue-green fol iage 
h a d be r r i e s m o r e p ink ish . A r eedy 
lagoon area (o f m a y b e t w o acres) to 
the r ight o f the t rack w a s br ight wi th 
p a t c h e s o f y e l l o w f r i n g e d l i l l i e s 
(Nymphoides). 

W e called in to the Bul lock 's Flat 
Ski Tube te rminal for an ice c ream, 
pi t s top and to wa tch the train c o m e 
and g o . H a r d l y bustl ing; abou t four 
p a s s e n g e r s a l i gh t ed , m a y b e e igh t 
b o a r d e d . T ry ing to be he lpfu l , the 
chap in the shop told us w e couldn' t 
get coffee at the lower terminal , bu t 
w e could u p at B l u e Cow! W e w e n t 
o n t o B u l l o c k ' s H u t s i t t i n g o u t a 
h e a v i e r r a i n s h o w e r r e a d i n g t h e 
v is i tors b o o k , then re turned to the 
Diggings a long the river section o f the 

t rack , on the lookout for ano the r 
t r a c k s h o w n on t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
b o a r d s (we found no sign o f either 
e n d o f this cross-track and remained 
confused) . This part o f the t rack is 
m o r e undulat ing, pas s ing through 
denser bush but wi th m a n y gl impses 
o f the r iver appear ing as b o t h mini-
whi te -water sections and la rge still 
p o o l s . W e ' d a l e i s u r e l y r a m b l e , 
botanis ing, enjoying the bush , and 
p a s s i n g the t ime o f d a y w i t h fly-
fishermen w e came across from t ime 
to t ime on/in the r iver (none seemed 
to b e catching anyth ing) . 

R e g and Fiona had ar r ived b y the 
t i m e w e re turned to c a m p , and a 
le isure ly lunch fol lowed. Margare t 
re-walked Bullock's Track wi th them 
w h i l e A d r i e n n e r e m a i n e d a b o u t 
c a m p then w e n t to m e e t the others 
returning. Surprise, surprise , F iona 
w o u n d u p her af ternoon activit ies 
w i t h a swim! Pre-dinner and dinner 
in ve ry pleasant condi t ions; though 
cloudy, there had been no rain for 
m o s t o f the afternoon. 

O u r last t w o c a m p e r s (Phi l and 
J a y n e ) arr ived about 7 : 3 0 , a l ready 
fed . W e spent a p l ea san t even ing 
c h a t t i n g , t h o u g h n o t a r o u n d a 
c a m p f i r e , t h e e v e n i n g b e i n g 
c o m f o r t a b l y w a r m . H o w e v e r , the 
m o o n m a n a g e d o n l y a b r i e f 
appea rance th rough the t rees l o w 
on the horizon before b e i n g engulfed 
b y c loud . 

Saturday saw two levels o f activity 
b e i n g under taken : l e s s s t r enuous 
and more strenuous! T h e first group 
w a n d e r e d u p the T h r e d b o R i v e r 
t r ack from the vi l lage to D e a d Horse 
G a p and return. W e en joyed (after 
t h e go l f course!) open w o o d l a n d and 
g ras s l and , i n t e r spe r sed w i t h fine 
v i e w s a long the river; mini-rapids, 
s t i l l p o o l s a n d w a t e r f a l l s . W e 
e n c o u n t e r e d a n a b u n d a n c e o f 
w i ld f lower s and a lso c a m e across 
m a n y insects and spiders , inc luding 

continued on page 19 
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I w o u l d l ike to t h a n k the Nat ional 
P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y to i n t r o d u c e m y s e l f 
a n d t o e x p l a i n s o m e o f t h e 
opera t iona l changes tha t the A C T 
P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n Se rv ice 
has i m p l e m e n t e d over the pas t few 
m o n t h s . F i r s t l y a l i t t l e a b o u t 
m y s e l f . I w a s a p p o i n t e d to t h e 
p o s i t i o n o f M a n a g e r , A C T Pa rks 
a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e i n 
A u g u s t l as t y e a r . I h a v e a l o n g 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e A C T Pa rks 
and Conse rva t i on Serv ice hav ing 
w o r k e d as a r a n g e r for the pas t 
15 yea r s . D u r i n g m y career I have 
w o r k e d in C a n b e r r a Na tu re Park, 
G o o g o n g , T i d b i n b i l l a , N a m a d g i , 
the M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r Corr idor 
and as a rura l ranger. 

I h a v e a thorough unders tanding 
of the excellent natural and cultural 
resources that this agency protects 
on b e h a l f o f the communi ty . T h e 
c h a l l e n g e i s t o m a i n t a i n t h e s e 
v a l u e s w h i l e m a k i n g p l a c e s 
a v a i l a b l e fo r t h e e n j o y m e n t o f 
vis i tors and tourists . 

T h e A C T Parks and Conservat ion 
Service has recent ly implemented 
s o m e operat ional changes to enable 
bet ter service to the peop le o f the 
A C T and to ensure cont inued h igh 
qual i ty m a n a g e m e n t o f the A C T s 
r e s e r v e s y s t e m . T h e s e c h a n g e s 
i n c l u d e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t w o n e w 
d i s t r i c t s , o n e e a s t o f t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e River Corr idor and 
inc lud ing G o o g o n g Foreshores and 
Canber ra Na tu re Pa rk and another 
inc lud ing the M u r r u m b i d g e e River 
C o r r i d o r a n d N a m a d g i Na t iona l 
Park . T h e fo l lowing is a summary 
o f the n e w structure. 

It i s impor t an t to no te that the 
A C T P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Serv ice i s a lso respons ib le for the 
day to d a y adminis t ra t ion o f rural 

lands . This a l lows for a holist ic and 
c a t c h m e n t b a s e d a p p r o a c h to non 
u r b a n l a n d m a n a g e m e n t in t h e 
T e r r i t o r y . B y w o r k i n g in a 
coopera t ive m a n n e r wi th other land 
owner s th rough Land Managemen t 
A g r e e m e n t s , n a t u r a l v a l u e s a n d 
good product ive use o f the region can 
b e sustained. 

A s y o u are p robab ly aware , Parks 
and Conse rva t ion headquar te r s is 
loca ted at Ath l lon Dr ive . T h e East 
Dist r ic t main office is at Gr imwade 
S t r e e t M i t c h e l l , w h i l e t h e W e s t 
D i s t r i c t is a d m i n i s t e r e d f rom the 

Namadg i Visi tor Information Centre 
j u s t south o f Tha rwa . 

I personally va lue the partnerships 
be tween communi ty groups such as 
the N P A and Envi ronment ACT, and 
l o o k f o r w a r d t o d e v e l o p i n g o u r 
relationship. I wou ld like to take this 
opportuni ty to invite all the NPA's 
m e m b e r s to contact m e on 6207 2 2 4 0 
should you wish to discuss any issues. 

T o n y C o r r i g a n 

M a n a g e r 
A C T Parks and Conserva t ion 

Serv ice 
Env i ronmen t A C T 

New conservation reserve maps 

T h e N S W Nat ional Parks and Wudlife Serv ice has p roduced b lack and 

whi te maps o f south-east N S W showing t h e n e w conservat ion reserves 

in the area. T h e maps , wi th accompany ing notes , are avai lable f rom 

the service, free o f charge 



Climbing Mustag-Ata 
Francis Lawrence , our gues t at the 
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s F e b r u a r y m e e t i n g , 
c a m e to Aust ra l ia from France in 
1 9 7 3 , has l ived in Canber ra s ince 
1 9 7 5 and will be r emembered as an 
Olympic torchbearer here last year. 
A n av id t ravel ler and c l imber , in 
1 9 8 9 h e e s p o u s e d t h e i d e a o f 
c l imb ing the h ighes t moun ta in in 
e a c h con t inen t . Pa r t w a y on this 
ques t h a v i n g conquered Elbrus in 
E u r o p e a n R u s s i a , h e r e c o g n i s e d 
that Everes t and Vinson w o u l d b e 
b e y o n d his financial resources and 
thus s tood in the w a y of h is reaching 
his goal . So h e shifted the goal posts 
and directed his energies to c l imbing 
p e a k s in r e m o t e and w i l d e r n e s s 
a r e a s . A n d t h u s to M u s t a g - A t a 
located in China 's western Xin j iang 
Province . 

In Ju ly o f last year Francis set out 
f rom I s l a m a b a d b y m i n i b u s in a 
g r o u p o f 1 4 peop le . F o l l o w i n g the 
K a r a k o r u m k a r a k o r u m  H i g h w a y t h e y 
t r a v e l l e d t h r o u g h s p e c t a c u l a r 
count ry ; a l o n g the Indus va l l ey for 
m a n y m i l e s ; a l o n g t o r t u o u s a n d 
n a r r o w m o u n t a i n r o a d s a t o n e 
p o i n t m a k i n g a r o u g h c ross ing o f 
t h e pa r t l y c l ea red rubb l e f rom a 
h u g e lands l ide ; c l imbing , c l i m b i n g 
to h i g h p a s s e s ; t h r o u g h v e r d a n t 
h i g h m e a d o w s ; ac ross the b o r d e r 
i n t o C h i n a a n d so to t h e i r b a s e 
c a m p . F r a n c i s ' s c o m m e n t a r y o n 
th is sec t ion o f the j o u r n e y s h o w e d 
a deep awareness o f the p e o p l e he 
s a w and m e t a long the way. 

W e were told that Mus tag-Ata at 
7 5 4 6 m e t r e s i s n o t t e c h n i c a l l y a 
difficult c l imb cal l ing for ex t remely 
h igh skill to su rmoun t s teep r o c k 
a n d i ce faces , bu t tha t i t is v e r y 
d e m a n d i n g in that long dis tances at 
h i g h a l t i tude n e e d to b e c o v e r e d . 
S l i d e s o f t h e m o u n t a i n c l e a r l y 
i l lustrated the long snow- and ice-
c o v e r e d s lopes on the w a y to the 
summit . B e c o m i n g lost in this whi te 
e x p a n s e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n b a d 
v i s i b i l i t y , i s a g r e a t r i s k w h i c h 
indeed did over take a c l imber from 
another g roup at this t ime. There is 
a lso the r i sk posed by crevasses . 

T h e r e f o l l o w e d a p e r i o d f o r 
accl imat isa t ion and then the t rek to 
c a m p s 1 and 2 . Throughout the t ime 

Francis Lawrence with association 
member Mieke van den Bergh. 

Photo courtesy Francis Lawrence 

o n t h e m o u n t a i n t h e p a r t y w a s 
s u b j e c t to e x t r e m e c o l d w i t h 
F r a n c i s ' s t h e r m o m e t e r at t i m e s 
f o r c e d o n to i t s b o t t o m m a r k o f 
- 2 5 degrees . Dur ing this t ime s o m e 
m e m b e r s suffered serious frostbite. 
Apparen t ly i f this is to be endured, 
the ears are the favoured location! 
T h e l o n g t reks on snow, at t imes 
qui te soft, made for ext remely t ir ing 
progress and led some members to 
f a v o u r s n o w s h o e s i n t h e s e 
condi t ions . F r o m these high slopes 
Francis was able to see h igh peaks 
i n d i s t a n t r a n g e s w h i c h h e h a d 
c l imbed on previous expedi t ions. 

W h e n t h e t i m e c a m e fo r t h e 
assaul t on the summi t Francis w a s 
a m e m b e r of the small group to m a k e 
the attempt. He gave us some insight 
i n t o h i s m e n t a l p r o c e s s e s as h e 
p o n d e r e d on m a k i n g the dec i s ion 
abou t the final s tage o f the c l imb; 
ba lanc ing the drive to reach the top 
agains t the demands o f the t rek u p 
and return, and his physical state. 
H e and two others from the g roup 
succeeded in reaching the mi m m it. 
w h i c h l a y a b o v e s o m e r o c k y 
outcrops , and marked it by erect ing 
the i r na t iona l flags i nc lud ing t h e 
Austra l ian flag. T h e y retraced their 
s teps d o w n the mounta in and back 
to base camp . 

Thei r return trip to Is lamabad w a s 
in a ve ry different m o o d from the 
ou tward j o u r n e y and in a re laxed 
w a y they took in the country and its 
peop le wi th a spell o f a few days in 
the H u n z a Valley. 

F r a n c i s i l lus t ra ted his t a lk w i t h 
s o m e magni f i cen t s l ides , a n s w e r e d 
q u e s t i o n s at the c o n c l u s i o n o f h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d s t a y e d o n t o 

d i s c u s s h i s t r ave l s o v e r a c u p o f 
tea. . T h e m e e t i n g en thus i a s t i ca l ly 
e n d o r s e d t h e v o t e o f t h a n k s 
p r o p o s e d b y P r e s i d e n t 
C l i v e H u r l s t o n e . 

After the mee t ing F ranc i s passed 
o n to m e t h e t w o s h o r t n o t e s 
reproduced below. 

" In g e n e r a l , w i l d p l a c e s a n d 
t r a d i t i o n a l c o m m u n i t i e s a re no t 
do ing wel l in m o s t count r ies around 
t h e w o r l d . I h a v e s e e n p r i m i t i v e 
vi l lages in the H ima layas , once only 
a c c e s s i b l e o n f o o t , i n s t a n t l y 
d i s f i g u r e d , p o l l u t e d a n d 
o v e r c r o w d e d a l l b e c a u s e o f t h e 
bui ld ing o f a n e w road . 

" A n s w e r i n g the c ry fo r he lp b y 
sponsor ing a third w o r l d child is a 
m o s t h u m a n e thing to d o bu t at the 
s a m e t ime it d i s tu rbs m e that so 
little is done to limit the phenomenal 
ove rpopu la t ion t a k i n g p l ace r ight 
now. India's popula t ion increases by 
5 2 0 0 0 every day. M o r e and more it 
s eems that only tourists wi th their 
d o l l a r s , d e s p i t e t h e i r h e a v y 
d e m a n d s on the env i ronmen t , can 
h e l p to k e e p t h e r e m a i n i n g w i l d 
p l a c e s w i t h a f u n c t i o n i n g 
ecosys tem." 

" A l t i t u d e . O n a v e r a g e , t h e 
tempera ture drops b y 1 degree for 
e v e r y 1 6 0 m e t r e s i n c r e a s e in 
a l t i t u d e . N o h u m a n s l i v e 
permanent ly above 5 0 0 0 metres . We 
h u m a n s l o o s e 1 0 p e r c e n t o f our 
p o w e r and o x y g e n for e v e r y 1 0 0 0 
m e t r e s i n c r e a s e in a l t i t ude , so a 
c l imber on top o f Eve re s t wi thout 
supp lementa ry o x y g e n h a s only 1 0 
per cent o f the energy h e w o u l d enjoy 
at sea level . A s a resul t , as soon as a 
c l imber r ises above 5 0 0 0 met res he 
is in a process o f dying. Th i s can take 
t w o mon ths at 6 0 0 0 me t r e s , one to 
t w o weeks at 7 0 0 0 m e t r e s and three 
to four days at 8 0 0 0 me t r e s . If w e 
w e r e to find ourse lves suddenly at 
7 0 0 0 m e t r e s u n a c c l i m a t i s e d , w e 
w o u l d all per ish wi th in 2 0 minutes . 
M e n t a l c a p a c i t y i s a l s o g r e a t l y 
affected b y alti tude; one c a n go from 
b l i s s to d e s p a i r i n s e c o n d s a n d 
n o r m a l i n t e l l e c t i s s e v e r e l y 
restr icted at ex t reme al t i tude. 

Otherwise , c l imbing i s rea l fun!" 

S y d Comfor t 



Fish of the high country 
M e m b e r s and friends w h o braved 
the w e t wea the r on the n igh t o f the 
N o v e m b e r Gene ra l M e e t i n g w e r e 
r e w a r d e d w i t h a f a s c i n a t i n g 
p r e s e n t a t i o n b y D r M a r k 
Lintermans . The essence o f h is talk 
w a s i t s a b s o l u t e l y d e l i g h t f u l 
presentat ion. Mark 's t a lk w a s no t 
only very informative bu t it was also 
one o f the m o s t enter ta in ing that I 
h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d a t an N P A 
meet ing . T h e subject o f his address 
w a s the p l ight o f na t ive fish in a 
changing alpine env i ronmen t and 
wha t the future holds for t hem. 

M a r k is a senior fisheries scientist 
w i t h t h e W i l d l i f e R e s e a r c h a n d 
Monitoring Unit , Envi ronment ACT, 
and h e h a s w o r k e d fo r t h e A C T 
Gove rnmen t for 19 yea r s . H e has 
a lso s p e n t s e v e n y e a r s w i t h t h e 
Centre for Cooperat ive Research for 
Fresh Water E c o l o g y in Canberra . 
His pr incipal area o f in teres t has 
b e e n t h e u p p e r M u r r u m b i d g e e 
catchment , bu t i t w a s obvious to the 
p e o p l e a t t h e m e e t i n g t h a t h i s 
interest and en thus iasm extended 
to all nat ive fish species . 

M a r k began his talk b y poin t ing 
ou t t h a t A u s t r a l i a h a s v e r y f e w 
nat ive fish w h e n c o m p a r e d to the 
rest o f the wor ld . T h e Miss iss ippi 
River is h o m e to about 3 2 7 na t ive 
s p e c i e s , J a p a n h a s a b o u t 1 2 7 , 
whereas Austra l ia can on ly mus te r 
about 200 inland fish. T h i s is no t 
real ly surprising as Aust ra l ia is a 
very dry continent. Only four species 
o f na t ive f ish ac tua l ly e v o l v e d in 
f resh water , the a n c e s t o r s o f all 
others c a m e from the sea. T h e three 
species o f the upper M u r r u m b i d g e e 
c a t c h m e n t , t r ou t c o d , M a c q u a r i e 
perch and the two-spined blackfish 
a re all t h r e a t e n e d , h a v i n g b e e n 
a d v e r s e l y i m p a c t e d b y t h e 
construct ion and opera t ion o f large 
i m p o u n d m e n t s a n d t h e 
depredat ions o f in t roduced species. 

W h i l e v e r y c r i t i c a l o f 
acclimatisation societ ies and others 
w h o h a v e in t roduced a va r i e ty o f 
exot ic fish whose m e r e presence is 
a great threat to nat ive populat ions, 
M a r k has a g rudging respect for the 
efforts o f those respons ib le for the 
int roduct ion o f t rout to Aust ra l ia . 
Appa ren t l y t rout eggs , p a c k e d in 

s p h a g n u m moss w e r e t ranspor ted 
here in sailing ships . M a r k is also 
cr i t ica l o f g roups s u c h as Coarse 
Anglers, w h o , in M a r k ' s w o r d s , 
"catch Carp in Lake Bur ley Griffin, 
k i s s t h e m and t h e n t h r o w t h e m 
back!" 

T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f d a m s a n d 
r e s e r v o i r s al ters or d e s t r o y s f ish 
habi ta t and this is w ide ly regarded 
as one o f the mos t impor tan t causes 
o f nat ive fish decl ine in Austral ia . 
T h e m a j o r c l a s s e s o f h a b i t a t 
m o d i f i c a t i o n c a u s e d b y 
impoundment s are: 

• b a r r i e r s to f i s h p a s s a g e -
u p s t r e a m m o v e m e n t f o r 
spawn ing and recolonisa t ion is 
prevented and contr ibutes to the 
fragmented nature o f m a n y fish 
p o p u l a t i o n s . F i s h a re i n j u r e d 
w h e n they "fall over" d a m wal ls 

• a l t e r a t i o n s to f l o w r e g i m e s -
impoundmen t part ial ly reverses 
the seasonal na ture o f f lows as 
wa te r from spr ing and au tumn 
ra ins are s tored for r e l ease in 
s u m m e r . T h e r e l e a s e o f c o l d 
wa te r at an inappropr ia te t ime 
removes water t empera ture cues 
for fish to c o m m e n c e spawning . 

• s e d i m e n t a t i o n — M a c q u a r i e 
p e r c h , a l o n g w i t h s o m e o t h e r 
nat ive species, no rma l ly deposi t 
adhesive eggs amongs t rocks and 
g r a v e l on s t r e a m b e d s . 
S e d i m e n t a t i o n c a n e i t h e r 
s m o t h e r s p a w n i n g s i t e s 
r e n d e r i n g t h e m unsu i t ab le , o r 
s m o t h e r the e g g s t h e m s e l v e s . 
T h e es tabl ishment o f sand and 
g rave l extract ion faci l i t ies c a n 
ftrrther exacerbate this p rob lem 
b y destabi l is ing r iver channe l s 
and resuspending fine sediment . 
Urban deve lopment and general 
l a n d d e g r a d a t i o n f r o m 
overc lear ing and inappropr ia te 
land management also contribute 
to general siltation 

• reduct ion o f ins t ream habitat -
s t r e a m s are of ten n a r r o w and 
sha l lower be low d a m s b e c a u s e 
t hey are no longer pe r iod ica l ly 
f lushed b y floods. 

• reduct ion in wate r qual i ty - the 
re lease o f a co ld s lug o f w a t e r 
d u r i n g t h e b r e e d i n g s e a s o n 
inhibits spawning behaviour. T h e 

clearing of r ipar ian vegeta t ion 
b e l o w d a m s br ings about a loss 
o f shade for fish. Often the wate r 
b e l o w d a m s is very shallow. 

• in t roduct ion o f exotic species -
the p r e s e n t opera t ion o f d a m s 
a n d r e s e r v o i r s f ac i l i t a t e s t h e 
m a i n t e n a n c e a n d s p r e a d o f 
in t roduced species , w h i c h are a 
m a j o r s o u r c e o f n a t i v e f i sh 
decl ine . T h e abundance o f carp 
h a s b e e n s h o w n to b e d i rec t ly 
related to the proximi ty o f large 
i m p o u n d m e n t s . G o l d f i s h a n d 
redfin pe rch all have a greater 
proport ion o f small individuals in 
r e g u l a t e d r i v e r s , i n d i c a t i n g 
g rea te r r ec ru i tmen t success in 
these envi ronments . 

( A n o t h e r p o t e n t i a l l y s e r i o u s 
threa t from in t roduced fish is the 
s p r e a d o f f o r e i g n d i s e a s e s a n d 
parasi tes to na t ive fish species.) 

W h a t can b e d o n e ? 
• strategies for environmental flow 

re leases n e e d to be developed. 
• m i n i m u m env i ronmenta l f lows 

s h o u l d b e b a s e d on t h e 8 0 t h 
p e r c e n t i l e f l o w f r o m t h e p r e -
regula t ion hydrological records . 

• the envi ronmenta l f low strategy 
should m i m i c natural dai ly and 
m o n t h l y variability. 

• wa te r re leases should b e such as 
t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e r e a r e n o 
a d v e r s e e f f ec t s f r o m t h e r m a l 
pol lut ion. 

• the envi ronmenta l flow strategy 
s h o u l d i n c l u d e p r o v i s i o n fo r 
' c h a n n e l f o r m i n g ' f l o w s to 
m a i n t a i n s tabi l i ty o f t h e r iver 
channel . 

• a n ' a d a p t i v e m a n a g e m e n t ' 
app roach shou ld be adopted so 
tha t al terat ions can b e m a d e as 
necessary. 

• a systematic moni tor ing program 
should b e establ ished. 

M a r k b e l i e v e s t h a t i f a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l f l o w r e g i m e i s 
adopted i t wi l l aid considerably in 
the conservat ion o f threa tened fish 
species , bu t tha t other act ions such 
as l imit ing wa te r extraction, erosion 
control and m a n a g e m e n t o f r iparian 
vege ta t ion are also necessary i f the 
hea l th o f our r ivers is to b e restored. 

L e n H a s k e w 



Parkwatch 
a n d o n S w i s s t e l e v i s i o n . T h e 
Te legraph said that 2 6 4 bird species 
at r isk o f extinction include the red-
tai led b lack cockatoo, the regent and orange-bellied parrots  
o r a n g e - b e l l i e d p a r r o t s a n d t h e 
h o o d e d r o b i n . It sa id k o a l a s a r e 
suf fe r ing f rom land c lear ing , a n d 
t h a t fo r e v e r y k o a l a los t , 1 0 0 0 0 
insects , b i rds and reptiles are kil led. 

"I t ' s b i z a r r e t o f i n d t h a t t h e 
international media care more about 
the impac t s o f t ree clearing than our 
o w n p o l i t i c i a n s , " A C F E x e c u t i v e 
Di rec to r D o n Hen ry said. Fo l lowing 
the fai lure in Augus t ( 2 0 0 0 ) o f the 
Queens l and Governmen t to br ing in 
l aws to s top clear ing in that state, i t 
w a s es t imated that a w o o d e d a rea 
the s ize o f 5 0 football fields is los t 
each day. 
habitat Australia, October 2000. 

Sal in i ty a n d all that 
A recen t edit ion o f T h e Austra l ian 
carr ied a C S I R O warn ing that " 5 0 % 
o f birds in agricultural areas face the 
threat o f ext inct ion over the nex t 5 0 
y e a r s , b e c a u s e o f sa l in i ty - w e ' r e 
ta lk ing probably 7 0 to 8 0 spec ies . 'A 
c o u p l e o f d a y s l a t e r , t h e s a m e 
n e w s p a p e r publ ished the findings o f 
a N e w s p o l l s u r v e y t h a t s h o w e d 
s t r o n g p u b l i c s u p p o r t f o r t h e 
env i ronment . It is the fourth m o s t 
impor tant issue for Australians after 
e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h , a n d 
u n e m p l o y m e n t b u t be fo re f a m i l y 
i s s u e s , l e a d e r s h i p , t a x a t i o n a n d 
in teres t rates . 

D e s p i t e f lares f rom a l i t any o f 
scientif ic studies and s t rong publ ic 
s u p p o r t , s o m e g o v e r n m e n t s h a v e 
still no t adequate ly tackled the land 
c l e a r i n g i s sue , and are i m p e d i n g 
efforts to m o v e the nat ion onto the 
p a t h o f e c o l o g i c a l l y s u s t a i n e d 
deve lopmen t . 
Life Lines, Spring 2000. 

Parkwatch continued on page 19 

Birds of M u l l i g a n s F la t 
There is n o w a w a l k i n g pa th at the 
Y e l l o w B o x / R e d G u m G r a s s y 
W o o d l a n d at M u l l i g a n s Flat w i t h 
signs about the habitat and the birds 
y o u m i g h t s e e . T h e r e i s a l s o a 
b r o c h u r e w i t h a m a p a n d a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e b i r d l i s t fo r t h e 
Nature Reserve . I f y o u w a n t a copy 
of the brochure call 6 2 0 7 2 1 1 3 . 
Sustainable Times, November 2 

Topical Media releases 
Wilderness Society welcomes 
move by Premier Beattie to 
protect World Heritage 
rainforest Nature Link threat 

Date: 0 8 N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0 
P r e m i e r B e a t t i e a n d t h e 

Queens land G o v e r n m e n t are to b e 
congratulated for the decis ion to not 
a l low the "Naturel ink" c a b l e w a y in 
t h e W o r l d H e r i t a g e - l i s t e d 
r a i n f o r e s t s o f t h e G o l d C o a s t 
hinter land to p roceed . 

T h e route chosen for the cab leway 
wou ld have posed a threat to s o m e 
o f t h e w o r l d ' s m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
rainforests. These forests are far too 
va luable an asset to the peop le o f 
Queens land to r i sk for the s ake o f 
t h e c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s o f o n e 
developer. 

W h e n i t c o m e s t o a r e a s o f 
ou t s t and ing g l o b a l a n d un ive r sa l 
biological s ignif icance l ike this, i t is 
i m p e r a t i v e t h a t g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e c a p a c i t y to s t ep 
back from a deve lopmen t at any cost 
menta l i ty and r e spond to the needs 
o f the env i ronment and concerns o f 
the communi ty . 

T h e P r e m i e r h a s a b l y 
demonstrated this capacity wi th this 
decision. 

Conservationists Support 
NPWS Park Fire Management 
Date : 0 9 N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0 
Summary: T h e Nature Conservation 
Counci l o f N S W opposes c la ims by 
the N S W Farmers Assoc ia t ion w h o 
h a v e c r i t i c i s e d N P W S f i r e 
managemen t prac t ices . 

T h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counc i l o f N S W o p p o s e s c l a i m s b y 
the N S W F a r m e r s A s s o c i a t i o n w h o 
h a v e c r i t i c i s e d N P W S f i r e 
m a n a g e m e n t p r a c t i c e s . 

A t a Publ ic Mee t ing to b e he ld in 
A r m i d a l e t o d a y , t h e N C C is 
concerned tha t the N S W Farmers 
will use the emot ion genera ted from 
r e c e n t f i r e s to c i r c u m v e n t t h e 
scientific p lann ing process that the 
N P W S has conduc ted to m a n a g e for 
fire hazard as wel l as biodiversity. 

T h e N C C supports the N P W S as 
a fire-fighting agency and as a land 
m a n a g e r . T h e N P W S h a s a n 
ext remely good record in m a n a g i n g 
fire in te rms o f b o t h p lann ing and 
operat ions", said D r J u d y Messer , 
C h a i r p e r s o n o f t h e N a t u r e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l o f N S W 
( N C C ) . 

" O f t h e r e c e n t 2 1 9 f i r e s t h a t 
e f f e c t e d t h e n o r t h c o a s t N P W S 
managed lands, 8 2 fires had escaped 
f r o m n e i g h b o u r i n g l a n d s a n d 
entered onto N P W S m a n a g e d lands. 
O n l y 3 5 fires sp read f rom N P W S 
m a n a g e d l a n d s o n t o a d j o i n i n g 
property." 

"Within N S W , th ree t imes m o r e 
f i res en te r N a t i o n a l P a r k s f r o m 
neighbour ing land than escape from 
the parks. This demons t ra tes that 
N P W S is ve ry effective in containing 
fires to wi thin their lands" D r Judy 
Messe r cont inued. 

In r ega rds to b u s h f ire p l a n n i n g , 
t h e N P W S h a s e s t a b l i s h e d c l ea r 
and r e g u l a r c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h 
l a n d h o l d e r s n e i g h b o u r i n g 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s . 

" T h e r e i s a p r o c e s s f o r p a r k 
n e i g h b o u r s to p r o v i d e i n p u t a n d 
f e e d b a c k i n t o f i re m a n a g e m e n t 
activities on park and farmers are 
i n fo rmed o f e x a c t l y w h a t h a z a r d 
reduct ion is to b e carr ied ou t each 
year." said D r J u d y Messer . 
ACF Media Alert 
November 2, 2000 

Internat ional press exposes 
Austra l ian l and clearing! 
Australia 's s tanding as the biggest 
land clearer o f all deve loped nat ions 
recently made international news in 
three countr ies in the s a m e week . 
Britain's S u n d a y Te legraph ran a 
major article headl ined "Mil l ions o f 
birds die as Austral ian farmers clear 
b u s h l a n d " , f o l l o w i n g s i m i l a r 
coverage in T h e Sou th China Pos t 

Bulletin mailout 
M a n y thanks to J u d y Kel ly w h o 

h a s c o o r d i n a t e d t h e Bulletin 
mai lou t for this issue. She w o u l d b e 
p l e a s e d t o h e a r f r o m v o l u n t e e r 
h e l p e r s . H e r p h o n e n u m b e r i s 
6 2 5 3 1 8 5 9 (h) . 



N A T I O N A L P A R K S A S S O C I A T I O N ( A C T ) I N C O R P O R A T E D 

NPA outings program 
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Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY WEDNESDAY OR AS INDICATED 

IN PROGRAM. 
Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken ro site can be used for camping. BOOK EARLY WITH LEADER, 
Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The outings convenor is happy ro suggest 
locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office 
as soon as you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept responsibility for 
any injury howsoever incurred and die National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 
The committee suggests a donation, ro the nearest dollar, of TWENTY FIVE cents per kilometre DIVIDED BY THE NUMBER OF 
OCCUPANTS in the car, including the driver, be offered ro the driver by each passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted 
in the program are approximate distances for return journeys. 

10 March Saturday work parry 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 6281 5004 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9- 15am 
or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. Weeding, 
wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided. 

10—12 March long weekend car camp 
WallagaLake 
Leader: Len Haskew 
Map: Central TUba 1:25 000 
Phone 6281 4268 
A carcamp at Ocean Lake Caravan Park (fee), 
7kms north of Bermagui. 
Day 1: Meet at 10.30am at Pams General 
Store, TilbaTilba, just off the realigned Princes 
Highway. Climb Mt Dromedary for views of 
Montague Island and much of the coast. 
Return through a delightful stand of 
rainforest. The climb is steep - 800m in 
5-5kms, but its mosdy downhill on the way 

home. Bring a camera. Those unable or 
unwilling to undertake this considerable climb 
may be able to arrange a 4WD lift ro the 
saddle by contacting the Umbarra Cultural 
Centre on 02 4473 7232 (at a fee). 
Day 2: A coastal walk of about 9kms from 
Wallaga Lake to Bermagui. A fairly easy walk 
mosdy near the sea. There are ample rewards 
in the form of coffee shops, fish and chips 
shops and a pub when we get there! When 
sufficiently refreshed and rested we'll walk off 
our excesses by returning the 9kms back to 
the Lake (car shuffle is definitely an option). 
Plenty of birds, bring binoculars. 



Day 3: For those who can stay on an extra 
day Len will see if he can arrange a trip on 
W a l l a g a Lake with members o f rhe local 
indigenous community. 
Please contact Len two weeks beforehand 
(ie by 24 February) i f you would like ro go so 
that accommodation can be organised at the 
caravan park. 400kms, $100 per car. 

11 March Sunday daywalk 
Mt Twynam and Watsons Crags 
Leader: Steve Hill 
4A/C/E 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A day of fabulous views not available from 
Mt Kosciuszko. This walk will proceed only 
i f the weather is likely to be sunny. We drive 
ro Charlotte Pass carpark (2.5hrs) and follow 
the Main Range track to the Blue Lake 
lookout. We climb Mu Twynam (2196m, 
third highest in Oz). Then we trek ro the spur 
known as Watsons Crags for unmatched views 
of the grand Western Fall wilderness and far 
beyond. The walk requires good fitness, will 
be largely offtrack and will involve regular 
climbs which are steep in parts. It brings with 
it an early start and a late return to Canberra, 
but the sights are supremely rewarding. Ring 
leader by Friday evening to register and f o r 
details of the meeting place. 430kms, $108 
plus $15 f o r vehicles without permit. 

16-18 March 
Grose Valley and Blue Gum Forest 
Leader: Ross Walker 
2/3A 
Map: CMA Blue Mtns- Burragorang 
1:150 000 
Phone: 6254 7117 
Day 1: Victoria Falls lookout to Acacia Flat 
campsite via Blue Gum Forest. Day 2: 
daywalk to Govetts Leap Falls and Pulpit Rock 
and return. Day 3: Acacia Flat to Govetts Leap 
lookout. A walk for fit packwalkers bearing 
in mind there are sections of steep ups and 
downs in the valley, which is 600m deep. 
Contact leader between 1 January and 
23 February for details and bookings 
(numbers limited). 650kms, $162 per car, 
plus share of taxi fares. 

18 March Sunday daywalk 
Wee Jasper 
Leader: Col McAlister 
1A 
Map: H&H track notes 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A fully guided tour of the magnificent Careys 
Cave and a stroll through part o f the Wee 
Jasper Nature Reserve. Booking and prior 
payment essential. Please contact leader before 
Wednesday 28 February s o that special tour(s) 
can be arranged. Departure will be from the 
carpark ofFUriarra Road near the Cotter Road 
at 8.00am. I60kms, $40 per car plus cave 
entry fee for each person. 

24—25 March weekend packwalk 
Mt Burbidge 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
2A/D/E 
Maps: Rendezvous Creek, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6268 4864(w), 6292 3502(h) 
We will try again this year and hope for better 
weather. Walk from Yankee Hat carpark across 
old Gudgenby station to Middle Creek From 
the cascades, up the southern arm to camp 
below Mt Burbidge. Sunday morning will see 
a packless scramble up Burbidge followed by 
a return along our Saturday route. Be prepared 
for rock scrambling and regrowth. Call leader 
by the previous Wednesday for bookings. 
I40kms, $35 per car. 

25 March Sunday daywalk 
Mulligans Flat Bird Walk 
Leader: Beverley Hammond 
1A 
Map: Canberra 
Phone: 6288 6577 
The Mulligans Flat Bird Walk was launched 
on 1 November. Bring a snack, field guide and 
binoculars for this 6km amble. Meet at the 
Mulligans Flat Nature Park carpark about 
2.5km north of Gungahlin Town Centre on 
the Gundaroo road at 9.00am. 

24 March to 7 April extended packwalk 
Wilsons Promontory, The Sequel 
Contact: Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6286 2578 
Strict regulations apply to walking in this park, 
and early bookings and advance payment are 
required by the park management. Following 
Syd s November Prom walk we have a number 
of spaces we've been able to defer to March -
April. So some of you who were unable to go 
in November will get another crack at it. The 
details are essentially as for the November 
expedition - Drive to Wilson's Prom and camp 
at Tidal River on first day. Then walk two 
circuits of about six days each in north and 
south sections of the park with a day or two 
break between. Contact Syd for details. 
Expressions of interest in leading The Sequel 
especially appreciated. 

28 March Wednesday daywalk 
Mts Majura and Ainslie 
Leader: Rob Forster 
2A 
Map: Canberra Street Directory 
Phone: 6249 8546 
Meet at 9.00am at the An till St Hackett access 
to Canberra Nature Park (just past rhe last 
house). Walk up trail to Mt Majura, then along 
ridgeline to Mt Ainslie. Return via lower route 
back to cars. Total climb 290m. 

1 April daywalk 
The Historic Corn Trail 
Leader: Len Haskew 
2A 
Map: Monga 1:25 000 
Phone: 6281 4268 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station carpark 
(Kingston) at 7.30am. Walk the Optimist 
Section (so called because in the 1830s it was 
considered that only an optimist would even 
think of putting a road through ic) with the 
Friends of the Mongarlowe River. This will 
be a 12.5km walk, mosdy downhill, from the 
top of the Clyde through former forestry land 
which has never been harvested to the 
Buckenbowra River. The Friends have 
organised a bus to take us back to the top of 
the Clyde. Afternoon tea in Braidwood. 
120kms, $30 per car, plus share of bus cost. 

7 April Saturday Work Party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 6281 5004 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am, or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
Weeding, wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided. 

8 April Sunday daywalk 
Mt Gudgenby 
Leader: Ken Free 
4A/C/D/E 
Maps: Rendezvous Creek, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6295 8894 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 7.00am for 
a long tough day conquering one of the best 
peaks close to Canberra. The views from the 
top are well worth the sometimes very steep 
and challenging climb. Some rock scrambling 
and regrowth. Walkers need to be fit and well 
equipped. 140kms, $35 per car. 

15 April Easter Sunday daywalk 
Mt Aggie to Bendora Arboretum 
Leaden Rob Forster 
2A 
Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 
Phone: 6249 8546 
Attractive views over both the Brindabella and 
Cotrer Valleys. Walk follows fire trails to the 
Arboretum, and we will probably do a car 
shuffle back to our starting point. Meet at 
Uriarra Road carpark just off the Cotter Road 
at 8.30am. 120kms, $30 per car. 



22 April Sunday daywalk 
Tantangara Plain 
Leader: Brian Slee 
2A 
Map: Tantangara 1:25 000 
Phone:6281 0719 
Meet at Kambah Village shops for 7.00am 
departure. Park 6km north of Kiandra and 
walk to Gooandra Hut (under restoration) for 
morning tea. Descend to Tantangara Plain and 
cross Tantangara Creek on way to Witses Hut 
for lunch. Return same way. Gently 
undulating walk on tracks, some spongy 
hollows on plain. Afternoon tea Adaminaby. 
Bring your insect repellent. 280kms, 
$70 per car. 

25 April 
Wednesday daywalk 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Phone: 6288 4171 
NPA's midweek walk this month falls on 
Anzac Day. Phone leader for details, which 
will be determined nearer the date. 

28 April Saturday daywalk 
Compo Canyon 
Leader: Mike Smith 
2A/C 
Map: Captains Flat 1:25 000 
Phone: 6286 2984 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station Kingston 
at 8.30am. A walk from carpark at the 
southern end of Googong Reservoir past 
London Bridge limestone arch, old London 
bridge homestead, Curley Falls and then wade 
across the Queanbeyan River to Compo 
Canyon. Return to cars by similar route. Old 
footwear for crossing the river would be 
advisable. 50kms, $12 per car. 

29 April Sunday daywalk 
Big Hole and Marble Arch 
Leader: Ken Free 
Map: Kain 1:25 000 
2A/E 
Phone: 6295 8894 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station, Kingston, 
at 8.30am. A pleasant walk in Deua National 
Park on a dedicated walking track. Our 
destinations are the Big Hole, a vast unfenced 
sinkhole (beware 114m deep!), and Marble 
Arch, a limestone cave through a ridge 
followed by a narrow, spectacular limestone 
gorge. Drive through Captains Flat with some 
gravel. It will be necessary ro paddle across 
the Shoalhaven, so bring sandshoes or thongs, 
etc. This walk was originally scheduled for 
Australia Day, but had to be put off because 
of hot weather and park closures. April should 
be perfect. 180kms, $45 per car. 

4—6 May three day packwalk 
Jillicambra Mountain 
Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering 
3B/C/D/E 
Map: Belowra 1:25 000 
Phone: 6286 2128 
Joint walk with FBI. Thejillicambra massif 
covers an area of about 40 square kilometres, 
and its triple peak rises 850m above the Tuross 
River which flanks it on three sides. The walk 
starts at the junction of the Tuross River and 
woila Creek. Approach will be via a 5km spur. 
First nights camp will be part way up the 
mountain. Day 2 will involve a 200m climb 
with day packs to the peak with its splendid 
rock formations and views, and return down 
a steep spur to the Tuross to camp. The final 
day will be an easy but wet-foot return to the 
cars. Total climb 1000m with some rock 
scrambling. For details and bookings contact 
leaders by mid April. 400kms, $ 100 per car. 

6 May Sunday daywalk 
Tinderry North Peak 
Leader: Max Lawrence 
2A/C/D/E 
Maps: Tinderry, Michelago 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 1370 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.00am. For 
fit walkers a solid climb of nearly 800m (on 
the vertical axis!), mosdy on the steep Mt Allen 
and West Tinderry fire trails. Final 2km to 
the summit is through bush, and involves 
some rock scrambling. Views to everywhere. 
120kms, $30 per car. 

12 May Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6281 5004 (Eleanor), 
6286 2578 (Syd) 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am, or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
Weeding, wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided. 

13 May Sunday daywalk 
Rob Roy 
Leader: Col McAlister 
2A/B 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A loop walk through the southernmost part 
of Canberra Nature Park Partly on fire trails, 
partly off track with a steep climb to the top 
of Rob Roy from the Monaro Highway side. 
Great views in most directions. Meet at 
Kambah Village shops ar 8.30am. Small 
distance, short car shuffle, SO. 

19 May Saturday daywalk 
Lake George 
Leader: Margaret Aston 
1A 
Map: ACT 1:100 000 
Phone: 6288 7563 
Meet at the coast road junction at Bungendore 
at 9.30am. An easy walk along the lake road 
with time for bird watching. Bring lunch, 
binoculars and a copy of the NPA Field Guide 
to the Birds of the ACT. Finish with coffee at 
the Woodworks Cafe. Bungendore is about 
40kms from Canberra, depending on where 
you start from. Make your own travel 
arrangements. 

20 May Sunday daywalk 
Honeysuckle Circuit 
Leader: Pat Miethke 
2D 
Map: Corin Dam 
Phone: 6241 2798 
A wonderful circuit through some of the best 
ACT ridge and granite boulder country. 
Up the ridge to the W of Honeysuckle carpark 
to admire its huge summit boulders, across 
to the Orroral Ridge, N to Emu Flat clearing, 
E to a steep scrubby drop across to an amazing 
cube boulder, and S back to the cars. 1 lkms, 
all offrrack, often sreep and fairly scrubby, bur 
a wonderful day out. Meet at Kambah Village 
shops at 8.00am. 80kms, $20 per car. 

23 May 
Wednesday daywalk 
Leader: Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The May edition of our series of monthly 
midweek walks. Phone leader for details, 
which will be determined nearer the date. 

26 May Saturday daywalk 
Mt Coree and Devils Peak 
Leader: Matthew Higgins 
2A/B/D 
Map: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6247 7285 
Climb two stunning peaks in the northern 
Brindabellas. We'll ascend Coree from near 
Blundells Arboretum, then walk to Coree 
Flats, climb Devils Peak, then descend to the 
start. Some history, a good deal of great native 
forest, excellent views from both peaks. Steep 
climbs, about 14kms. For rhe fit. Book with 
leader, numbers limited. 90kms, $22 per car. 



26-27 May weekend packwalk 
Southern Namadgi Exploration 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 
3A/B/E/F 
Maps: Shannons Flat, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6254 3094 
A partly exploratory walk in the southern part 
of Namadgi National Park on tracks, open 
grasslands, and through the bush. Visit the 
headwaters of Grassy Creek and Sheep Station 
Creek. Depending on weather conditions a 
climb (450m) up Sentry Box Mountain may 
be involved. Contact leader by previous 
Wednesday for details a»d bookings. I60kms, 
$40 per car. 

30 May 
Wednesday daywalk 
Leader: Mike Smith 
Phone: 6286 2984 
NPA has two 'monthly' midweek walks this 
month. Phone leader for details, which will 
be determined nearer che event. 

3 June Sunday daywalk 
Urambi Hills Circuit 
Leader: Col McAlister 
2A7B 
Map: Canberra Stteet Directory 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A loop walk from Kambah Pool, over Urambi 
Hills to Pine Island, and back to Kambah Pool 
via Red Rocks Gorge. Delightful views from 
several places. Meet at Kambah Pool upper 
car park at 8.30am. 

9—11 June long weekend carcamp 
Bournda National Park 
Leaders: Adrienne Nicholson and Margaret 
Aston 
1A 
Map: Wolumla 1:25 000, Bournda NP 
guides 
Phone: Adrienne 6281 6381, Margaret 
6288 7563 
Camping by Lake Wallagoot in the Bournda 
National Park with most mod cons including 
shelter shed and hot showers. Coast and 
forest walks and bird watching. Do as litde 
or as much as you like to enjoy this restful 
scenic area. For details and bookings contact 
either Adrienne or Margaret by the preceding 
Wednesday. 400kms, $100 per car, plus 
camp fees. 

9-11 June long weekend packwalk 
Mt Elliott 
Leader: Steven Forst 
2A/B 
Map: C M W Budawangs 
Phone: 6219 5236 (w), 6251 6817(h) 
A packwalk from the Nerriga entrance to 
Morton National Park, camping in the Vines 
area. A day walk from camp to Mt Elliott for 
views over Hollands Gorge before returning 
to camp. Walk out the following day. Contact 
leader by the preceding Wednesday. 340kms, 

$85 per car. 

9 June Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart, Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6281 5004 (Eleanor), 6286 2578 
(Syd) 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre Tharwa at 
9.15am or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. 
We may be weeding or seeding a newly burnt 
area. Because this is best done while the ash is 
fresh the date of the work party may be 
changed. Please check with leader. Tools will 
be provided. 

16 June Saturday daywalk 
The Long Flat 
Leader: Martin Chalk 
3A7B 
Maps: Colinton, Bredbo 1:25 000 
Phone: 6268 4864(w), 6292 3502(h) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.00am. The 
walk will start at the Mt Clear campground. 
We will travel south along Grassy Creek to 
the NSW border, and then follow it along to 
the most southerly point of the ACT. We will 
return along the Long Flat and generally 
follow the old farm track back to base. A walk 
through some rural hisrory of the ACT. 
I60kms, $40 per car. 

24 June Sunday daywalk 
Red Rocks on the Murrumbidgee 
Leader: SteveHill 
1A/C/E 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A relatively easy walk, mainly on track, but 
involving a litde rock scrambling along the 
Murrumbidgee Corridor from the confluence 
of Tuggeranong Creek to Red Rocks. We 
might divert to 'the canyon' along the way 
(some more mild rock scrambling). This is 
one of the most scenic stretches of the river 
and, if we are quiet, we will be overwhelmed 
by a huge variety of native birds and 
kangaroos.. Meet at the Urambi Hills carpark 
near the corner of Athlon and Learmonth 
Drives at 10.00am for a pleasant day. No 
vehicle costs. 

Something different to look 
forward to in our winter 
program... 

29 July Sunday daywalk/shurne (?) (date to 
be confirmed) 

A winter walk on snow shoes to the 
Paralyser 
Leader: Brian Slee 
1B (in snow) 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6281 0719(h) 
Our first snowshoe walk. Need to be fit, but 
snowshoe experience not necessary. 
Snowshoes (worn with ordinary boots) can 
be hired from Jurkiewicz (Fyshwick) and 
Wilderness Shop and/or Paddy Pallin 
(Jindabyne). From Guthega climb on to the 
Paralyser from Farm Creek and follow ridge 
to trig point and beyond. Superb views of 
Main Range and Perisher. Early start (to secure 
parking) and early finish. Book early with 
leader, bearing in mind that walk will be 
dependent on favourable weather oudook. 
430kms, $108 per car, plus $15 for vehicle 
without permit. 

Tuggeranong 
dry stone wall 

Recently, after bagging the heights-of 
Urambi in the summer heat, members 
paused a while to contemplate the greater 
task of digging out, gathering, transporting 
and building the dry stone wall near Pine 
Island. 

The combined memories of the party 
were unable to advance any facts about its 
origin but it was suggested that it could have 
been buik by convict or Chinese labour. In 
the period in which it had been built, labour 
from these sources would have been 
unlikely. 

The Sites of Significance in the ACT 
(National Capital Development 
Commission) at volume 4, pages 34 to 36, 
refers to the wall as a boundary marker and 
states that it is commonly referred to as "rhe 
old stone wall" defining the boundary 
between the Lanyon and Yarralumla 
properties. 

It appears that the construction period is 
uncertain, as it is stated that it was probably 
built between 1867 and 1875 by 
Cunningham of Lanyon in order to protect 
his stud stock against his neighbours scrub 
stock. No information on the type of labour 
used in its construction is given. 

Reg Alder 



Researching traditional life in Namadgi 
A s p a r t o f t h e e x c e l l e n t a n d 
w o r t h w h i l e S p e c i a l E v e n t s a t 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k V i s i t o r 
C e n t r e D r J o s e p h i n e F l o o d 
presented an i l lustrated talk on the 
above topic on 12 N o v e m b e r 2000 . 
D r F l o o d i s a w e l l - k n o w n 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t a n d a u t h o r o f four 
b o o k s o n A u s t r a l i a n A b o r i g i n a l 
p r e h i s t o r y a n d r o c k a r t . H e r 
presentat ion w a s an outl ine o f her 
r e s e a r c h u n d e r t a k e n in t h e A C T 
h i g h c o u n t r y b e t w e e n 1 9 6 9 a n d 
1974. Josephine F lood is wel l -known 
t o o , to m a n y N P A m e m b e r s a n d 
indeed, I think it w o u l d b e correct 
to say that there wou ld b e m a n y w h o 
assisted her in he r field w o r k . 

Dr F lood began he r presentat ion 
w i th a d i scuss ion o f t h e t w o - w a y 
m i g r a t i o n o f t h e B o g o n g m o t h , 
(Agrot is infusa). A l though the m o t h 
is also found in N e w Zealand , it is 
only the Austra l ian m o t h that h a s a 
mig ra to ry habi t . T h e m o t h s l eave 
t h e w h e a t b e l t r e g i o n o f n o r t h ­
w e s t e r n N S W a n d Q u e e n s l a n d 
flying south to (probably) escape the 
heat , and pass t h r o u g h C a n b e r r a 
a round the beg inn ing o f October, on 
their w a y towards the A C T p e a k s . 
M t G i n g e r a a n d S e n t r y B o x 
Mounta in are a m o n g the favoured 
'camping ' areas, w h e r e t hey occupy 
clefts, f issures and small caves in 
compac t formations. T h e ve ry large 
popula t ions o f m o t h s aest ivate for a 
per iod o f several w e e k s w h e n t hey 
do not seek food. 

Ear ly records o f the B o g o n g m o t h 
migra t ion talk o f the moths fo rming 
a 'dark cloud ' as they travel towards 
t h e p e a k s , a n d o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
r avens and c u r r a w o n g s fo l l owing 
this congregat ion. 

D r F l o o d s ta ted tha t the m o t h s 
w e r e impor tan t in the d ie t o f the 
loca l A b o r i g i n a l c o m m u n i t i e s for 
approx imate ly four m o n t h s o f the 
year. T h e moth 's b o d y consis ted o f 
about 27 per cent fat and 20 per cen t 
protein and so w e r e a r ich source o f 
food. Indeed, 1 k i log ram of m o t h s is 
t h e e q u i v a l e n t o f a b o u t 3 0 0 0 

ca lo r i e s . I t i s t h o u g h t tha t m o t h 
g a t h e r i n g w a s p r i m a r i l y a m a l e 
activity. N a m e s on the m a p such as 
D i c k y C o o p e r B o g o n g sugges t that 
m o t h g a t h e r i n g a reas m a y h a v e 
b e e n 'owned ' b y part icular groups . 

T h e moths w e r e caught wi th nets 
in the rock shelters or w e r e knocked 
d o w n wi th st icks and collected on 
kanga roo skins . Then fires were lit 
and later the m o t h s w e r e p laced on 
h o t s t o n e s w h i c h a c t e d l i ke h o t 
plates for about a minute . T h e y were 
t hen either ea ten s traight away or 
g r o u n d i n t o a p a s t e f o r l a t e r 
consumpt ion (probably by the rest 
o f t h e t r ibe w h o r e m a i n e d in the 
l o w e r v a l l e y s ) . J o s e p h i n e F l o o d 
i n f o r m e d h e r a u d i e n c e t h a t t hey 
t as ted l ike roas ted ches tnuts and 
she gave s o m e h u m o r o u s accounts 
o f s o m e o f he r colleague's react ions 
to a feast o f B o g o n g mo ths . 

A s we l l as the r ich food source 
p r o v i d e d b y t h e m o t h s , t h e 
Abor ig ina l s a l so re l ied heav i ly on 
p o s s u m s and b o t h the tubers and 
f lowers o f the y a m daisy (Microseris 
scapigera). 

T h e s e c o n d p a r t o f t h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s d i r ec ted at the 
ev idence o f occupa t ion left b y the 
A b o r i g i n a l c o m m u n i t y . A l t h o u g h 
ethnological and historical accounts 
are ra ther patchy, Dr F lood bel ieves 
the re is sufficient ev idence to say 
tha t the Walga lu people l ived in this 
a rea all y e a r round. T h e y l ived in 
the l ower reg ions in win te r and the 
m e n , at least, m o v e d to the higher 
coun t ry in summer . Ca rved w o o d e n 
a r t e f a c t s h a v e b e e n d i s c o v e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e a rea , as w e l l as 
le thal (barbed on bo th s ides) spears. 
T h e r e i s s o m e e v i d e n c e t h a t 
w a t e r p r o o f s h e l t e r s w e r e 
constructed. A r o u n d the local area 
there are s o m e fine examples o f both 
och re and p ipe -c lay quarr ies . A x e 
g r i n d i n g g r o o v e s can b e found in 
l o c a l s t r e a m s , ( s o m e w i t h i n the 
u r b a n a r e a a t L a t h a m a n d 
Theodore ) , there are scar red trees, 
par t icu la r ly r ed g u m , f rom w h i c h 

shields or coo lamons were m a d e and 
there are also 'canoe ' t rees in the 
d i s t r i c t ( e g , a t L a n y o n ) . S t o n e 
artefacts are abundant in the area -
1000 stone tools were found near the 
t o p o f Gibral tar Falls in wha t is the 
ba rbecue a rea today. 

D r F l o o d h a s d o n e a l o t o f 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l w o r k at t h e loca l 
r o c k pa in t ing sites. A t the Yankee 
H a t si te (wh ich has been dated at 
a b o u t 1 5 0 0 y e a r s o l d ) t he re is a 
p o s s i b l e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
B o g o n g m o t h . T h e R e n d e z v o u s 
C r e e k s i t e p o s s i b l y s h o w s ea r ly 
contac t w i t h Europeans - one o f the 
ar tworks cou ld be a m a n on a horse. 
A n excavat ion at B o g o n g Cave (near 
T idb inb i l l a ) tu rned u p pest le type 
artefacts w h i c h w h e n subjected to 
TJV l ight s h o w e d ev idence o f be ing 
used to g r ind B o g o n g moths at least 
1000 yea r s ago . 

Excava t ions at the Birrigai Rock 
S h e l t e r s i t e r e v e a l e v i d e n c e o f 
con t inuous occupat ion over a period 
o f about 21 000 years . This site was 
u s e d e v e n a f t e r E u r o p e a n 
occupa t ion and Dr F lood bel ieves it 
w a s a safe retreat. 

Al so men t ioned w e r e the various 
s t o n e a r r a n g e m e n t s i t e s , 
( eg M t N a m a d g i ) , and the kangaroo 
too th neck lace from the C o o m a area 
found in a burial site at least 7000 
yea r s old. T h e necklace consist ing o f 
3 7 0 p ierced teeth is the oldest tooth 
neck lace found so far. 

T h e b a s i s o f D r F l o o d ' s 
presentat ion w a s her book T h e Moth 
Hunte rs an Abor iginal Prehistory o f 
the Aus t ra l i an A l p s , pub l i shed b y 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n I n s t i t u t e o f 
Abor ig ina l S tudies in 1980 and n o w 
ou t o f pr int . Unfortunately is also on 
t h e ' e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s ' l i s t in 
l ibraries w h i c h means (according to 
D r F lood) tha t together wi th books 
on sex i t is m o s t l ikely to b e stolen! 

L e n H a s k e w 



The South Coast forests - from 
Nowra to Narooma 
Early this yea r huge new national 
pa rks w e r e c r e a t e d in the N S W 
South Coast, covering places that for 
m a n y o f us in C a n b e r r a and the 
surrounding region are like a second 
backyard. The South Coas t forests 
s t r e t c h f r o m N o w r a d o w n to 
Narooma, and from Ba temans Bay 
inland a lmost to Canberra . B e l o w is 
a summary o f the things w e w o n -
and the t h i n g s w e lo s t - in t h e 
S o u t h e r n R e g i o n a l F o r e s t 
Agreement . 

W h a t w e w o n 
• The Sou th Coast ' s s ta te forest 

estate was m o r e than halved in 
a rea , w i t h a b o u t 2 0 0 0 0 0 ha 
( 2 0 0 0 s q k m ) c o n v e r t e d to 
national park. 

• N o w 70 per cen t o f publ ic land in 
the South Coas t is protected in 
nat ional pa rk - an increase o f 
over 60 per cent from last year. 

• H a b i t a t fo r o v e r 4 0 0 n a t i v e 
species, or one fifth of Australia 's 
t e r r e s t r i a l a n i m a l s p e c i e s 
( m a m m a l s , b i rds r ep t i l e s and 
amphib ians) , has been securely 
protected in national parks . 

• M a n y o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t ' s " i c o n " h i g h 
conservat ion value forests have 
been protected, for example : 

• Virtually all state forests eas t o f 
the P r inces H ighway , be tween 
Ba temans B a y and Jervis Bay, 
a r e n o w in n a t i o n a l p a r k s , 
ex t end ing C u d m i r r a h , Con jo la 
a n d M u r r a m a r a n g N a t i o n a l 
P a r k s , a n d c r e a t i n g the n e w 
Meroo Nat ional Park. 

• Most of M o n g a and Buckenbowra 
S t a t e F o r e s t s , a c r o s s t h e 
h ighway from Clyde Mounta in , 
h a v e b e c o m e t h e n e w M o n g a 
National Park. 

• All o f Croobyar State Forest , next 
to Pigeon H o u s e Mounta in , has 
been protected. 

• Large areas in Dampier , Badja, 
Ta l l aganda and B o d a l l a S ta te 
Forests have been protected. 

• T h r e e na t iona l pa rk c o r r i d o r s 
c o n n e c t i n g t h e f o r e s t s o f t h e 

escarpment to those on the coast 
have been created (last year there 
w e r e n o n e ) : b e t w e e n M o r t o n 
National Park and the coast south 
of Sussex Inlet; between Pigeon 
H o u s e M o u n t a i n and L a k e 
Tabourie; and between Wadbilliga 
National Park and Wal laga Lake 
National Park (including Gulaga/ 
Mt Dromedary) . 

• With the p ro tec t ion o f M o n g a / 
Buckenbowra and parts o f Badja, 
there is now a contiguous corridor 
o f f o r e s t e d n a t i o n a l p a r k s 
stretching for over 300 k m north-
to-south between Kangaroo Valley 
and Victoria. 

continued on page 13 



New South Coast national parks 
T h e n e a r S o u t h C o a s t , w i t h i t s 
coastal escarpments , lakes, beaches 
a n d s c e n e r y , h a s a l w a y s b e e n a 
popular area wi th members . Some o f 
our ac t iv i t ies the re have involved 
visits to state forests, which , wi th 
publ ic access encouraged , p rov ide 
opportunit ies for driving, camping, 
picnicking and bushwalking. These 
areas, however , h a v e a lways been 
under the threat o f intensive logging 
w i t h t h e a t t e n d a n t l o s s o f t h e 
biodiversity o f a natural growth area. 

T h e N S W G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
recent ly added a lmos t 320 OOOha o f 
land to the conservat ion network o f 
south-eastern NSW. This will create 
8 9 n e w c o n s e r v a t i o n r e s e r v e s , 
f u r t he r a d d i t i o n s t o 18 e x i s t i n g 
nat ional pa rks and nature reserves 
m a n a g e d b y t h e N S W N a t i o n a l 
Parks and Wildl i fe Service ( N P W S ) 
as wel l as seven n e w flora reserves 
cover ing 8 0 0 0 h a to b e managed by 
State Fores ts o f N S W . 

T h e r e h a s b e e n a long , ongo ing 
campaign, initiated b y Mylo Dunphy, 
to have the coastal lake areas north 
of Ba t emans B a y declared national 
parks to preserve their uniqueness 
f r o m d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e i r 
resources from exploitation. 

The areas o f m o s t significance are: 
• M e r o o Na t iona l P a r k is a n e w 

nat ional pa rk w h i c h incorpra tes 
a r e a s f o r m e r l y m a n a g e d b y 
S ta te Fores ts , S h o a l h a v e n Ci ty 
C o u n c i l a n d t h e L a n d s 
Depar tmen t . O v e r the p a s t few 
yea r s an a t t empt w a s m a d e for 
t h i s a r e a t o b e m a n a g e d 
c o n j o i n t l y . T h e a r e a w a s 
s u r v e y e d , p u b l i c i n t e r e s t 
m e e t i n g s h e l d a n d a d r a f t 
m a n a g e m e n t p l an p r o d u c e d for 
p u b l i c c o m m e n t . T h e 
establ ishment o f M e r o o Nat ional 
Pa rk unde r the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
the N S W N P W S is s ignif icant in 
that the a rea wi l l b e u n d e r the 
control o f a s ing le au thor i ty and 
t h e t h r e a t s o f l o g g i n g a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t wi l l b e r e m o v e d . 
T h e n e w p a r k h a s an a r e a o f 
3 6 0 0 h a and connec t s the coas ta l 
l a k e s o f W a l l a g a , M e r o o , 
Termeil , Tabour ie and Burr i l l . It 
a l s o p r o v i d e s a l i n k t h r o u g h 
M o r t o n N a t i o n a l P a r k t o t h e 
table lands . 

• Wi th its extension from the coast 
t o t h e P r i n c e s H i g h w a y , 
Murrainarang National Pa rk has 
been expanded from 2 0 0 0 h a to 
a l m o s t 12 OOOha, and t h e r e b y 
a d d s s i g n i f i c a n t l y t o t h e 
p ro tec t ion o f the D u r r a s L a k e 
ca tchment . 

• M o n g a N a t i o n a l P a r k o f 
25 OOOha c o m b i n e s t h e f o r m e r 
Buckenbowra and M o n g a Sta te 
Forests to p rov ide a crucial l ink 
b e t w e e n t h e D e u a a n d 
B u d a w a n g N a t i o n a l P a r k s as 
wel l as p rov id ing protect ion for 
o l d g r o w t h f o r e s t , p i n k w o o d 
r a i n f o r e s t a n d a r a n g e o f 
t h r e a t e n e d p l a n t a n d a n i m a l 
species. 

• Kooraban (14 OOOha) and Gulaga 
(4000ha) Nat iona l Parks , wh ich 
are r e s p e c t i v e l y 15 and 1 0 k m 
south-west o f N a r o o m a , p rov ide 
protect ion for i m p o r t a n t k o a l a 
a n d f r o g h a b i t a t s a n d a 
significant Abor iginal sacred site 
on M t D r o m e d a r y ( G u l a g a 
N a t i o n a l P a r k ) . T h e r e s e r v e s 
f o r m e r l y k n o w n as W a l l a g a 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d G o n n a 
Nature Reserve have n o w been 
added to Gu laga Nat ional Park . 

• A d d i t i o n s to C o n j o l a N a t i o n a l 
P a r k b e t w e e n S u s s e x In l e t a n d 
M i l t o n c o m b i n e t h e f o r m e r 
C u d m i r r a h a n d C o n j o l a 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s t o f o r m a 
s i g n i f i c a n t l i n k t o t h e 
e x p a n d e d M o r t o n N a t i o n P a r k 
and the S o u t h e r n H i g h l a n d s . 

R e g A l d e r 

The South Coast forests - from Nowra to Narooma 
continued from page 12 

W h a t w e lost 
• A l m o s t 2 0 0 0 0 0 h a o f n a t i v e 

forests still r ema in in the state 
forest estate, and are therefore 
a v a i l a b l e f o r l o g g i n g . T h e 
government assessments during 
the Reg iona l Fores t Agreemen t 
process determined that all but a 
few hectares o f these were high 
conservation value and worthy o f 
protection 

• W o o d c h i p p i n g wi l l cont inue (at 
least 70 000 tonnes per annum) , 
and sawlogg ing wil l increase to 
4 8 0 0 0 t o n n e s p e r a n n u m 
( remember , this is in less than 
h a l f t h e a r e a o f s t a t e fo res t s 
c o m p a r e d to l a s t year , so t h e 

s a m e a m o u n t o f l o g g i n g i s 
e q u i v a l e n t t o a d o u b l i n g o f 
impac t on the g round) . 

• A w o o d - f e d p o w e r s t a t i o n i s 
p r o p o s e d f o r B a t e m a n s B a y , 
wh ich w o u l d dec imate the local 
na t ive forests far b e y o n d w h a t 
s a w l o g g i n g a n d w o o d c h i p p i n g 
are current ly achieving. A l o n g 
w i t h a p o t e n t i a l c h a r c o a l 
product ion plant , logging levels 
m a y r ise to u p to 350 pe r cent 
t imes current levels - and wi th 
on ly ha l f the state forests to do i t 
in , th is m e a n s a 7 0 0 p e r cen t 
increase in impac t c o m p a r e d to 
last year 

• Icon areas, containing huge areas 
of sweep ing old g rowth forests, 
ra inforests , t h rea tened spec ies 
hab i ta t , a n d i m p o r t a n t w a t e r 
c a t c h m e n t s , h a v e r e m a i n e d 
u n p r o t e c t e d a n d a v a i l a b l e fo r 
l o g g i n g . T h e s e i n c l u d e l a r g e 
a r e a s o f B a d j a ( T u r o s s 
W i l d e r n e s s ) , D a m p i e r ( D e u a 
Wilderness) and Wande l la State 
F o r e s t s , a l o n g w i t h t h e 
remain ing pa r t o f M o n g a Sta te 
Forest (next to Clyde Moun ta in ) . 

A n d r e w W o n g 
Fores t Campa igne r 

T h e Wilderness Society, Canber ra 



"They want the Blue Mountains!" 
After almost a decade and a half of 
committed campaigning the Blue 
Mountains area was deservedly 
declared a World Heritage Area 
recently. 

Yet many present members of NPA 
can remember when there was no 
Blue Mountains National Park. Its 
declaration was also due to the work 
of conservationists. 

The following extracts from an 
article, written in 1939, give a little 
insight into the birth of the idea for a 
national park in the area. The article 
has an added interest for us in that 
it contains one of the first published 
photographs by Reg Alder. A scanned 
copy of the photo accompanies this 
article. 

The Miss Dorothy English referred 
to in the text and who is also the 
subject of Reg's photo is better known 
today as Dot Butler. (How she came 
to be eating an ice-cream in such a 
remote area is another story. Perhaps 
the Editor may be able to prevail 
upon Reg to write an explanation of 
the event for a subsequent edition of 
the Bullet in) . 

L e n H a s k e w 

Bush Walkers P lan to Preserve 
Beauty Spots 
A N Y Sunday morn ing , i f you ge t u p 
ea r ly e n o u g h a n d g o to C e n t r a l 
Station you will see people of all ages, 
carrying packs, some wear ing shorts, 
w h o have renounced thei r S u n d a y 
morn ing "he in" to go wa lk ing in the 
bush. 

Cal l i t "h ik ing" i f y o u wi l l ; t h e 
n a m e d o e s n o t d e t r a c t f r o m t h e 
growing popular i ty o f the idea w h i c h 
has been fostered so wel l , dur ing the 
last seven yea r s , by tha t shy and 
retiring organisation, the N e w South 
Wales Federa t ion o f B u s h W a l k i n g 
Clubs. 

Y O U , as "a cit izen w h o shares in 
t h e j o y s a n d s o r r o w s o f t h i s 
Commonwea l th " , are p robab ly no t 
even aware tha t this Federa t ion o f 
B u s h W a l k i n g C l u b s h a s a d d e d 
nearly 1,800 acres o f beautiful pa rk 
lands to your personal p roper ty in 
recent years . 

The n e w park is called Garawarra , 
a n d i t j o i n s N a t i o n a l P a r k a t 
Governor Game ' s L o o k Out . 

F o r a l o n g t i m e it h a s b e e n a 
p o p u l a r r e s o r t fo r h a r d y b u s h 
walkers w h o were vigorous enough 
to c l i m b u p and d o w n from B u r n i n g 
P a l m s b e a c h ; n o w it h a s b e e n 
preserved for all t ime for the people , 
t h a n k s t o t h e o f f i c e s o f t h e 
federation, which is going to see that 
it is kep t in its natural state. 

N o t content wi th this victory, the 
f e d e r a t i o n h a s i ts eye o n o t h e r 
beauty areas. 

Like Hit ler planning a n e w coup , 
b u t w i t h s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t 
mot ives , the hon . secretary o f the 
f ede ra t i on , Mr . C . D 'A . R o b e r t s , 
spread a m a p out on his desk last 
w e e k and said simply, "We w a n t the 
Blue Moun ta ins next." 

M a p p i n g the m o u n t a i n s 
T O s o m e e x t e n t , t h e M o u n t a i n s 
already be long to the federation by 
r i gh t o f t o p o g r a p h i c a l c o n q u e s t , 
because a m o n g the many activit ies 
o f bush walking clubs, surveying the 
Blue Moun ta in s in association w i th 
the L a n d s D e p a r t m e n t has b e e n 
ones o f their regular self-appointed 
tasks. 

N o w the d e p a r t m e n t h a s b e e n 
a b l e t o p u b l i s h a m a p o f t h e 
moun ta ins , showing all its t racks 
w a l k s and i t s m a n y f ea tu re s o f 
interest. 

T h e hope o f the federation is that 
soon it wi l l ab le to pe r suade the 
authori t ies to set aside about 150 
square mi les o f mounta in terri tory 
to m a k e a grand National Park, on 
the s a m e basis as those in Canada . 

S ince it was formed in 1932, the 
Federat ion o f B u s h Walking Clubs 
has done splendid work , i t has seen 
a m a r k e d advance in the popular i ty 
o f bush walk ing . 

W h a t w a s once the intermit tent 
p a s t i m e o f a f e w p e o p l e h a s 
g radua l ly deve loped into a r egu la r 
week-end occupation, which calls for 
dozens special trains, from Fr iday 
to Sunday night cater for its pat rons 

Barefoot Walkers 
O N the ques t ion o f wear ing appare l 
there has been s o m e debate a m o n g 
regular walkers ; it is by no m e a n s a 
closed subject . 

Reg Alder s photo published in the 
Sydney Morning Herald, 

23 January 1939. 

M a n y men insist you must wear 
heavy boots, others that sandshoes 
a r e bes t ; t h e r e a re e v e n s o m e 
S p a r t a n s w h o wi l l w a l k o n l y 
barefooted and among them is Miss 
D o r o t h y Engl ish , one of the m o s t 
enthusiastic Sydney girl walkers. 

Miss English sets a good example 
to girls by wearing a simple rig-out o f 
k h a k i s h o r t s a n d shir t ; b u t t h e 
beginner walkers are by no means the 
only ones who go wrong in their dress. 

A t the other ext reme is to be found 
the super-experienced walker, w h o 
will wear anything, as long as it is 
comfortable . 

O f t e n h i s o r h e r c o s t u m e i s 
s lovenly in the extreme, and such 
types are as m u c h an eye-sore in the 
bush as the rubbish left by careless 
p icnickers . 

Perhaps some o f them are off on 
w h a t bush walkers refer to as "tiger 
walks" . In such cases they may b e 
excused . 

Miss Engl ish is one o f several girls 
w h o a c c o m p a n i e s the men in her 
c lub on "tiger walks" . On a recent 
tr ip, 15 o f them had to cl imb up a 
s ixty feet waterfall . 

T H E p r o b l e m o f c o s t u m e a n d 
e q u i p m e n t has been scientif ically 
tackled by Mr. P a d d y Pallin, well-
k n o w n to all bush walkers . 

Th rough years o f exper iment ing 
he has been able to reduce the c a m p 
load for one person, for one week , 
f rom 801b to 401b. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, 
Women's Supplement, Monday, 
January 23, 1939. 



Max Lawrence looks at the association's 2000 
Christmas party held on Caloola Farm 

Beverley Hammond. Left to right: Steven Hill, Barbara Edgar, Rob Forster. 



Letters on Gudgenby Homestead 
The Kosciusko Huts Association has forwarded to the NPA copies of letters written to Brendan Smyth, Minister for 

Urban Services, on Gudgenby Homestead, and the Ministers reply. These letters are reproduced below, as is a letter 

received from NPA member, Robyn Barker. 

Dear Min i s te r 
T h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s l e t t e r is to 
i n f o r m y o u o f K o s c i u s k o H u t s 
Assoc ia t ion ' s in teres t in the future 
m a n a g e m e n t o f G u d g e n b y 
H o m e s t e a d in N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
Park . 

Kosciusko Huts Associat ion ( K H A ) 
has b e e n w o r k i n g in pa r tne r sh ip 
w i t h N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t for over ten years to 
conserve European cultural heritage 
in the park. Significant projects over 
that t ime inc lude the conservat ion 
of Brayshaw's and Westerman's , two 
h o m e s t e a d s that w e r e bui l t ear ly 
last century. In addi t ion, over this 
period, K H A has been under taking 
routine ma in tenance o f other huts 
th roughout the park. 

G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d and i ts 
precincts have been o f c lose interest 
to K H A m e m b e r s for m a n y years . 
M a n y o f o u r m e m b e r s a re a l s o 
m e m b e r s o f the N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion (NPA) . Th rough them, 
K H A has closely fol lowed the recent 
debate on the future o f Gudgenby 
h o m e s t e a d . W e p a r t i c u l a r l y no te 
from that debate that N P A received 
a letter f rom you s ta t ing that you 
wanted the bui lding maintained and 
used. K H A suppor ts this view, and 
it is in th is context tha t w e wish to 
be i nvo lved in d i s cus s ions on the 
fu ture o f t h e h o m e s t e a d and i ts 
precincts . 

There are m a n y examples , both in 
A u s t r a l i a a n d o v e r s e a s , w h e r e 
b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
have been re ta ined and used in a 
manner sensi t ive to thei r location 
and e n v i r o n m e n t . A n e x a m p l e in 
K o s c i u s z k o N a t i o n a l P a r k i s 
Cur rango H o m e s t e a d that is used 
for l o w - k e y a c c o m m o d a t i o n . O u r 
m e m b e r s have exper ience o f others 
in a range o f locat ions . 

I m i g h t also m e n t i o n that K H A 
has p roven exper t ise in conserving 
and maintaining heri tage structures 
within both Namadg i Nat ional Park 
and Kosc iu szko Nat iona l Park. We 
ment ion this because w e are aware 
t h a t t h e 1 9 2 0 c o t t a g e on t h e 

Gudgenby site is in a very poor state 
and n e e d s u r g e n t c o n s e r v a t i o n 
attention. In the broader context o f 
the overall m a n a g e m e n t of the site, 
K H A cou ld p rov ide resources and 
expertise towards ensuring that this 
bui lding is appropriately conserved. 

Would you please let KHA k n o w 
what stage y o u r deliberations on the 
future o f G u d g e n b y homestead and 
i ts p r e c i n c t s h a v e r e a c h e d , and 

confirm that you will invite K H A to 
any future d iscuss ions you , or your 
Depar tment , have wi th communi ty 
groups on this matter. A copy of this 
letter has been sent to the Nat ional 
Parks Associa t ion (ACT) . 

Yours sincerely 

Maur ice Sexton 
For and on beha l f of K H A 
21 N o v e m b e r 2000 

Dear M r Sexton 

T h a n k y o u fo r y o u r le t te r o f 21 N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0 c o n c e r n i n g fu ture 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Gudgenby Homes tead . 

As you have indicated in y o u r letter the G o v e r n m e n t is commit ted to 
re taining G u d g e n b y Homes tead . We regard the bu i ld ing as an impor tant 
l ink wi th p r e v i o u s g raz ing act iv i t ies in N a m a d g i and be l i eve tha t an 
appropriate level o f public access to the site will enhance m a n y people 's 
unders tand ing o f land managemen t and conservat ion issues. 

l b arrest deter iorat ion in the fabric of the bui lding s o m e recent w o r k has 
been u n d e r t a k e n such as rabbi t control , ex terna l pa in t ing , u p g r a d e o f 
electrical sys tems, ba throom renovat ions and a n e w wate r supply. These 
works also p rov ide the necessary infrastructure to permi t public access to 
the site. 

A s you po in t out in your letter, Cur rango Homes t ead is one o f m a n y 
examples in Aust ra l ian national parks where publ ic u se o f a cultural asset 
is encouraged. Th i s adaptive re use helps ensure the protection o f our cultural 
her i tage whi l s t at the same t ime adds value to vis i tors ' unders tanding o f 
their natural and cultural environment . 

I recent ly re leased the Nature Based Tourism Strategy for the ACT. Tha t 
Strategy raises the need for adapt ive re use o f G u d g e n b y Homes tead and 
wi thin that f r amework I intend to quickly review the exis t ing m a n a g e m e n t 
a r rangements to ensure long t e rm protection o f the site. Tha t rev iew will 
consider a n u m b e r o f options including low key publ ic accommoda t ion . 

A n o t h e r impor tan t point you m a k e in your letter concerns the 1920 Ready 
Cut Cot tage on the eastern side o f the river. For w a n t o f an appropriate 
adap t ive re u s e th is bu i ld ing has b e c o m e run d o w n and needs u rgen t 
restoration. I w e l c o m e y o u r offer to assist in this regard and have instructed 
m y d e p a r t m e n t to s p e a k to y o u c o n c e r n i n g p l a n n i n g and l o n g t e r m 
main tenance o f assets in the Gudgenby precinct . 

The respons ib le officer in m y depar tment is Rod Baxter in Env i ronmen t 
ACT. H e wil l contac t you in due course but you m a y also w i sh to contact h im 
directly on 6 2 0 7 2204 . 

T h a n k y o u again for raising Gudgenby precinct wi th m e and I look forward 
to w o r k i n g w i th Kosc iusko Hu t s Associa t ion to ach ieve s o m e impor tan t 
communi ty benefi ts . 

Yours s incerely 

Brendan S m y t h M L A 
Depu ty C h i e f Minis te r 
27 D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 



The Gudgenby area from Boboyan Road Lookout with Yankee Hat, Scabby 
Range and Mount Kelly (left), Mount Burbidge (centre) and Mount 

Namadgi and Rendezvous Creek Range (right). Gudgenby House lies in 
the shrouded valley below. Photo Robyn Barker 

Editor 
N P A Bul le t in 
In the September 2000 NPA Bulletin 
( V o l u m e 3 7 N u m b e r 3 ) t h e N P A 
ou t l ined pos s ib l e o p t i o n s for t h e 
f u t u r e o f G u d g e n b y H o u s e a s 
discussed at the July 2000 genera l 
m e e t i n g . I t h i n k N P A m e m b e r s 
s h o u l d b e v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 
opt ions 2 , 3 and 4, w h i c h suppor t 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T ' s p r o p o s a l fo r 
" d e v e l o p i n g l o w k e y g u e s t h o u s e 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d f o o d a n d 
refreshment facilities at G u d g e n b y 
Homestead", and would like to m a k e 
the fo l lowing observat ions. 

U n l i k e t h e m o r e d i s tu rbed and 
e x p a n s i v e C u r r a n g o a r e a i n 
K o s c i u s z k o N a t i o n a l P a r k , t h e 
G u d g e n b y a r e a i n N a m a d g i 
Nat ional Pa rk contains some o f the 
mos t significant, well-preserved and 
f r a g i l e A b o r i g i n a l s i t e s i n t h e 
S o u t h e r n H i g h l a n d s . T h e s e a r e 
s o m e o f t h e last s igns o f at l eas t 
2 1 0 0 0 y e a r s o f A b o r i g i n a l 
occupat ion in the Canber ra region 
before European set t lement . T h e y 
include: 
• ini t iat ion si te/ceremonial s tone 

a r r a n g e m e n t s o n M o u n t 
Namadg i and other summits ( the 
m o s t e x t e n s i v e a n d w e l l 
p reserved site is on ly a day w a l k 
from Gudgenby House ) ; 

• r o c k pa in t ings at Y a n k e e H a t , 
Rendezvous Creek and N u r s e r y 
S w a m p ; 

• g r ind ing g rooves a l o n g M i d d l e 
Creek and Gudgenby River ; 

• r o c k s h e l t e r s at Y a n k e e H a t , 
R e n d e z v o u s C r e e k a n d 
G u d g e n b y Valley; 

• c a m p s i t e s a n d s t o n e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s , p o s s i b l y g r a v e 
sites at Gudgenby Valley; and 

• other u n k n o w n Abor ig ina l sites 
ye t to b e recorded. 

B e c a u s e t h e s e s i tes a re i n t h e 
proximi ty o f Gudgenby House , t hey 
could be at r isk o f be ing accidental ly 
o r i n t e n t i o n a l l y d i s t u r b e d o r 
destroyed b y increasing n u m b e r s o f 
visi tors attracted to the area by a 
c o m m e r c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t s u c h as 
that p roposed by Env i ronment A C T . 
O n c e s u c h a c o m m e r c i a l 
deve lopment is a l lowed to go ahead, 
a p a r t f r o m s e t t i n g a d a n g e r o u s 
precedent , i t wil l inevi tably create 
pressures for further deve lopmen t 

and increased access to some o f the 
aforement ioned ve ry sensit ive sites. 
T o d a t e t h e s e s i t e s h a v e b e e n 
pro tec ted b y thei r r emoteness , but 
h o w l o n g wil l this last once m o r e and 
m o r e p e o p l e are p u m p e d in to the 
v a l l e y b y the l u r e o f c o m m e r c i a l 
faci l i t ies (eg , a c c o m m o d a t i o n , car 
parks and cappucc inos at Gudgenby 
H o u s e ) ? 

I f the Namadg i Visi tor Centre w a s 
deliberately located on the periphery 
of the pa rk near T h a r w a for reasons 
o f ecological and cultural sensitivity, 
t h e n w h y s h o u l d a c o m m e r c i a l 
deve lopment b e a l lowed in the hear t 
o f t h e p a r k a t G u d g e n b y H o u s e ? 
G u d g e n b y V a l l e y i s s o c l o s e to 
C a n b e r r a t h a t i t r e a l l y i s n ' t 
n e c e s s a r y t o c r e a t e o v e r n i g h t 
a ccommoda t ion in the park. 

Is t h e N P A aHowing i tself t o be 
e x c e s s i v e l y i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e 
p e r v a s i v e m a r k e t i n g a r m o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T ? D o e s the NPA 
c a r e a n y m o r e a b o u t p r e s e r v i n g 
quie t development- f ree reserves for 
na ture and cultural her i tage? W h a t 
w o u l d such deve lopmen t s do to the 
historical integri ty o f the G u d g e n b y 
H o u s e si te i tself? W h y can' t it be 
m a n a g e d i n a s u b t l e a n d 
s y m p a t h e t i c m a n n e r l ike M o u n t 
Frankl in Chalet? 

I be l ieve that the G u d g e n b y House 
i s s u e r e p r e s e n t s a r ea l c r i s i s o f 
di rect ion for the N P A . W e are at the 
crossroads . Can w e afford to support 
a d a n g e r o u s p r o - d e v e l o p m e n t 

p receden t in the sensi t ive hear t o f 
N a m a d g i Nat ional Park? After all, 
h i s t o r y h a s s h o w n u s tha t smal l 
d e v e l o p m e n t s l a te r g e t e x p a n d e d 
in to b igge r ones and so on o n c e the 
gate h a s been opened . 

Las t y e a r the N P A celebra ted 40 
y e a r s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d i t s 
grea tes t ach ievement - a nat ional 
p a r k for t h e A C T . W h e r e to f rom 
here , ma jo r compromises or a s t rong 
r e s o l v e to d i l i g e n t l y p r o t e c t tha t 
w h i c h w e love? 

R o b y n B a r k e r 
R e f e r e n c e s : 

A l d e r , R e g , " L o o k i n g for e v i d e n c e o f A b o r i g i n a l 
o c c u p a t i o n i n G u d g e n b y V a l l e y " , NPA 
Bulletin, V o l u m e 3 2 N u m b e r 1, N a t i o n a l 
P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n ( A C T ) I n c o r p o r a t e d , 
C a n b e r r a , 1 9 9 5 . 

E n v i r o n m e n t A C T , Nature Based Tburism 
Strategy for the Australian Capital Territory, 
C a n b e r r a , D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 , p p . 1 8 - 1 9 . 

F l o o d , J o s e p h i n e , The Moth Hunters -
Aboriginal Prehistory of the Australian Alps, 
A u s t r a l i a n I n s t i t u t e o f A b o r i g i n a l S t u d i e s , 
C a n b e r r a , 1 9 8 0 . 

- The Riches of Ancient Australia - An 
indispensable guide for exploring Prehistoric 
Australia, U n i v e r s i t y o f Q u e e n s l a n d P r e s s , 
B r i s b a n e , 1 9 9 0 . 

- Moth Hunters of the Australian Capital 
Territory - Aboriginal Traditional Life in the 
Canberra Region, J o s e p h i n e F l o o d , C a n b e r r a , 
1 9 9 6 . 

G a r n e t t , R o d n e y & H y n d e s , D a n i e l l e ( e d s ) , 
The Heritage of the Australian Capital 
Territory, N a t i o n a l T r u s t o f A u s t r a l i a ( A C T ) , 
R o y a l A u s t r a l i a n Ins t i tu te o f A r c h i t e c t s ( A C T 
C h a p t e r ) , A u s t r a l i a n H e r i t a g e C o m m i s s i o n , 
C a n b e r r a , 1 9 9 2 . 



Wilderness 2000 protection plan 
Wilderness 2 0 0 0 Protection Plan - South East NSW 

The Colong Foundation, in 
association with other environment 
groups, including NSW National 
Parks Association has produced the 
Wilderness 2000 Protection Plan 
which seeks to reserve 1.5 million 
hectares under wilderness laws. 

The following article has been 
extracted from The Colong Bulletin, 
November 2000. The original article, 
written by the foundation's Director, 
Keith Muir, begins with an account 
of the efforts of the Carr Government 
in NSW to preserve significant 
wilderness areas in NSW. It gives a 
broad overview of wilderness across 
the entire state. This extract will 
concentrate on the area closest tous-
south-east NSW. 

Through wilderness managemen t , 
the least disturbed natural areas in 
national parks will be fully protected 
f rom d e v e l o p m e n t and d a m a g i n g 
u s e . O n l y d e c l a r e d w i l d e r n e s s 
e n s u r e s t h e i n t e r e s t s o f n a t i v e 
p l a n t s a n d a n i m a l s r e m a i n 
p a r a m o u n t - It a l s o h e l p s t o 
safeguard against the short-s ighted 
act ions of future gove rnmen t s - w h o 
m a y push for park deve lopmen t as 
has h a p p e n e d to m a n y p ro t ec t ed 
park areas across the g lobe . N S W 
national parks are a m o n g the bes t 
managed and protected in the wor ld 
and this Plan will help secure these 
reserves for the next mi l l enn ium. 

Publ ic opinion surveys dur ing the 
last t w o decades have consis tent ly 
s h o w n s t r o n g p u b l i c s u p p o r t for 
forest and wi lderness protection. For 
e x a m p l e , t h e 1 9 9 6 N e w s p o l l 
c o m m i s s i o n e d by t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
H e r i t a g e C o m m i s s i o n found t h a t 
99 per cen t o f peop le be l i eve tha t 
wilderness should be conserved . 

Southern wi lderness 
O n the S o u t h C o a s t a n d in t h e 
K o s c i u s z k o R e g i o n p r o p o s a l s for 
16 n e w w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s a n d 
a d d i t i o n s w i l l b e p l a c e d o n 
exhibition for three months (see m a p 
of south east N S W ) . These areas are 
most ly public lands and sui table for 
i m m e d i a t e r e s e r v a t i o n . T h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t g r o u p s ' W i l d e r n e s s 
2000 Protect ion Plan could pro tec t 
u p to 380 000 hectares o f wi lderness 

on the S o u t h C o a s t and in t h e 
Kosciuszko Region, including 64 000 
hectares o f former state forests. The 
wi lderness boundar ies o f the Plan 
are in m o s t cases cons is ten t wi th 
t h o s e d e v e l o p e d b y t h e F e d e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s e n v i r o n m e n t 
department . 

T h e e n v i r o n m e n t g roups do no t 
accept the draft N P W S wilderness 
a s s e s s m e n t g u i d e l i n e s tha t h a v e 
raised the wi lderness identification 
s tandards , i g n o r i n g the e v i d e n c e 
accepted in p rev ious assessments 
that areas disturbed by past use can 
be rehabilitated. T h e usual factors 
t h a t l i m i t w i l d e r n e s s a r e 
d i s t u r b a n c e a n d d e v e l o p m e n t . 
T h e s e f a c t o r s m a y d e g r a d e 
w i l d e r n e s s b u t i t m u s t b e 
r e m e m b e r e d t h a t a l l p r o t e c t e d 
wi lde rness a reas con ta in the odd 
clearing, and even the m o s t intact 
bushland is not necessar i ly pristine. 

T h e N P W S h a s m a d e i t s 
wilderness exclusion criteria more 

s t r i n g e n t fo r t h e 
Southern Wilderness 
A s s e s s m e n t s w h e n 
c o m p a r e d to pa s t 
p rac t i ce , which has 
d r a s t i c a l l y reduced 
t h e a r e a 
r ecommended by the 
N P W S for protection. 
A b o u t h a l f o f t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s q u a l i t y 
land m a y be omitted 
f rom the pro tec t ion 
p l a n s as t h e s e 
g u i d e l i n e s e x c l u d e 
b u s h l a n d i f t h e s e 
areas were subjected 
to e v e n m i n o r 
dis turbance. 

T h e w i l d e r n e s s 
hotspots in the South 
inc lude: 
• N o r t h e r n 
K o s c i u s z k o , t h e 
D e u a D e u a  R i v e r and 
T u r o s s T u r o s s  R i v e r 
h e a d w a t e r s , w h e r e 
a b o u t 13 0 0 0 
h e c t a r e s o f N P W S 
i d e n t i f i e d s t a t e 
f o r e s t w i l d e r n e s s 

m a y no t b e p r o t e c t e d f r o m 
logging. These forests are part o f 
long-standing reserve proposals 
that date back to the 1940s and 
a r e an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f the 
Wilderness 2000 Protection Plan. 
Fur ther logg ing o f these areas 
w o u l d c a u s e s u b s t a n t i a l soi l 
erosion and sed iment pollution o f 
the streams, p lac ing at risk the 
long term in tegr i ty o f national 
p a r k s d o w n s t r e a m . T h e 
Government wi lderness policy o f 
protecting all N P W S identified 
w i l d e r n e s s m u s t c o n t i n u e , 
especially in these key areas; 

• Tabletop wi lderness that may be 
reduced to h a l f a n d Bungon ia 
and North E t t r e m a areas also 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y r e d u c e d due to 
small areas o f m in ing or minor 
d i s t u r b a n c e s u c h as e a r l i e r 
g r a z i n g , d e s p i t e t h e s e a r ea s 
being essentially undamaged . 

L e n H a s k e w 



""""" continued from page 10 

G a m m o n R a n g e s v ic tory for 
conservat ion 

In 1975 a small fish the Snail Darter 
protected under the U S Endangered 
Species Act, p r e v e n t e d t h e 
comple t ion o f a $116 mi l l ion d a m on 
t h e Tennes see R i v e r in t h e U S A . 
Twen ty - f i ve yea r s l a t e r in S o u t h 
Austral ia the welfare o f another fish, 
t h e P u r p l e - s p o t t e d p u r p l e - s p o t t e d  G u d g e o n , 
endemic to a series o f go rges in the 
G a m m o n Ranges has he lped ensure 
the pro tec t ion from m i n i n g o f the 
G a m m o n Ranges Nat ional Park . 

T h e fact tha t on ly a v e r y smal l 
percentage o f the State conserved in 
Nat ional parks is actually safe from 
min ing makes this an impor tant and 
all too rare v ic tory for conservat ion . 
Xanthopus, October 2000. 

A l p i n e W a y n o w ful ly sealed! 

Vis i to r s to the S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
wi l l h a v e smoother access fo l lowing 
t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f s e a l i n g o f t h e 
A l p i n e W a y t h r o u g h K o s c i u s z k o 
Nat iona l Park. 

N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d W i l d l i f e 
Service ( N P W S ) S n o w y Moun ta in s 

a m o u n t a i n g r a s s h o p p e r . A t the 
t o p o f t h e t r a c k , a f e w h u n d r e d 
y a r d s s l o g u p t h e b i t u m e n 
a f fo rded v i e w s i n t o V i c t o r i a , a l so 
c l o u d y b u t w i t h s u n s h i n e p a t c h e s 
o n v a r i o u s m o u n t a i n s . A s w i m 
b a c k a t t h e D i g g i n g s r e w a r d e d 
s o m e o f th i s g r o u p . 

T h e o t h e r s se t o u t f r o m D e a d 
H o r s e G a p a n d w a l k e d t o t h e 
C h i m n e y s a n d Teddy ' s H u t ( t w o 
w a l l s o n l y s t a n d i n g ) a n d b a c k . 
T h e s e t w o did eve ryone ' s s h a r e o f 
t u s s o c k h o p p i n g , s c r u b b a s h i n g , 
r o c k s c r a m b l i n g , n a v i g a t i n g the 
u n k n o w n , etc, bu t happ i ly repor ted 
fan tas t ic 3 6 0 o v i e w s at l u n c h t i m e 
f r o m t h e p i n n a c l e s o f t h e 
C h i m n e y s . The i r day 's efforts w e r e 
t o p p e d o f f b a c k at c a m p w i t h a 
s w i m a l so , b y w h i c h t i m e t h e sun 

Reg ion Manager , D a v e Dar l ington , 
said the seal ing o f the A l p i n e W a y 
wou ld provide a pos i t ive economic 
b o o s t f o r t h e S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
t h r o u g h i n c r e a s e d y e a r - r o u n d 
v i s i t a t i o n a n d t h e f l o w - o n 
employmen t in the reg ion . 

T h e seal ing o f this road comple tes 
an improvemen t p rog ram begun b y 
N P W S i n e a r l y 1 9 9 0 s , s a i d M r 
Dar l ington. 

T h e road w a s a cons t ruc t ion t rack 
f o r t h e S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
HydroElec t r i c S c h e m e a n d it h a s 
required extensive recons t ruc t ion . 

The improvement p rogram carried 
o u t o v e r t h e l a s t 2 0 y e a r s h a s 
included reconstruct ion o f a number 
o f sections o f road, improvemen t s to 
drainage, rehabil i tat ion o f quarries, 
rep lacement o f br idges a n d finally, 
seal ing w h a t w a s a g rave l road. 

I ts a grea t i m p r o v e m e n t for the 
e n v i r o n m e n t as t h e g r a v e l r o a d 
r e s u l t e d i n e r o s i o n a n d 
sed imenta t ion p rob l ems . Th i s has 
n o w b e e n r e c t i f i e d w i t h 
reconstruct ion and seal ing. 
Resort Round-up, October 2000. 

w a s dec la red to b e w e l l a n d t ru ly 
o v e r the y a r d - a r m and w e r e l axed 
ut ter ly a round our campf i re wh ich , 
w i t h o c c a s i o n a l p r o d d i n g , 
s u s t a i n e d u s t h r o u g h a n o t h e r 
cha t ty even ing . T h e d a y h a d b e e n 
s o m e w h a t c l o u d y b u t h a d 
r e m a i n e d f i n e , a n d t h u s k e p t 
c o m f o r t a b l y c o o l . A s k e d a b o u t the 
h igh l igh t o f t h e day, o n e m e m b e r 
r e s p o n d e d " a h w e l l , i t w a s 
def in i te ly ... o h n o , there ' s another 
b... s t i ck i n s e c t c r a w l i n g u p m y 
s l eep ing bag!" 

S u n d a y d a w n e d e t h e r e a l , w i t h 
m i s t m o v i n g u p the C r a c k e n b a c k 
s lopes all a long the valley, wh i l e t h e 
r idge tops g l o w e d th rough , ba thed 
in sunshine, above. T h e scene w a s 
set for a sunny and p robab ly real ly 
ho t day. R e g and F iona ro se wi th the 

Greenhouse gas to go b a c k 
underground 

C 0 2 i s a major g reenhouse gas and 
the re is a g r o w i n g v i e w that t h e 
geological disposal o f C 0 2 could b e 
one o f the m o s t e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 
acceptable w a y s to ha l t the r ap id 
r i s e o f C 0 2 e m i s s i o n s w i t h o u t 
adverse ly i m p a c t i n g o n e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t . A t t h i s s t a g e i t 
a p p e a r s p o s s i b l e t o s t o r e C 0 2 

underground for thousands of years . 
T h e p roposa l is f o c u s e d on t h e 

Glads tone-Rockhampton region in 
Cen t r a l Q u e e n s l a n d . I t i n v o l v e s 
injecting C 0 2 in a semi-l iquid fo rm 
in places like coal seams , deple ted 
oil and gas fields, l a rge voids a n d 
cavities or into unusab le or sal ine 
aquifers. 

O v e r s e a s e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
k n o w l e d g e o f A u s t r a l i a n g e o l o g y 
suggest that this opt ion m a y h o l d 
the greatest potential for Austra l ia . 
Groundwork, September 2000. 

Compi l ed b y L e n H a s k e w 

— continued from page 6 

birds and departed early. Adr i enne 
w a n d e r e d o f f f o r a m o r n i n g ' s 
exploration wi th camera , Marga re t 
w e n t off birding, and J ayne re laxed 
f o r a w h i l e a n d t h e n w a l k e d 
B u l l o c k ' s T r a c k b e f o r e m o r e 
relaxation (she said she h a d let ters 
to wri te , bu t . . . ) . Our only ser iously 
active person w a s Phi l w h o drove o f f 
to Thredbo to wa lk to the top o f t h e 
C r a c k e n b a c k chai r l i f t , a l o n g t h e 
R a m s h e a d R a n g e to D e a d H o r s e 
G a p and return to the v i l lage a long 
the r iver track. 

Aah! the delights o f car camping ; 
a beautiful spot to set t le for a f e w 
nights , good c o m p a n y to relax w i t h 
and flexibility o f activit ies to ca te r 
for all levels. 

A d r i e n n e N i c h o l s o n 

Thredbo Diggings car camp, February 2001 



General meetings 
Our General Meet ings are held at 
F o r e s t r y H o u s e , C S I R O Fores t ry 
and F o r e s t P r o d u c t s , W i l f C r a n e 
C r e s e n t , o f f B a n k s S t r e e t 
Y a r r a l u m l a a n d t h e m e e t i n g 
c o m m e n c e s at 8.00 p m . 

T h u r s d a y 15th M a r c h 2001 
Legal Eagles for the environment. 

Mel i s sa Honner, the solicitor from 
the A C T Environmenta l Defender 's 
Office will speak on the EDO's role 
in e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro t ec t i on and 
advocacy in the ACT. 

T h e E D O prov ides i ndependen t 
legal aid on environmental issues to 
t h e A C T and s u r r o u n d i n g N S W 
c o m m u n i t y . It also has p layed a 
s t rong role in legal educat ion and 
l e g a l r e f o r m o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
legislation in the ACT. 

T h u r s d a y 19th Apri l 2001 
Managing the Southern Region. 

Dr. T o n y F l e m i n g , D i r e c t o r o f 
N S W Nat ional Parks and Wildlife 
Service Southern Region. 

T h e S o u t h e r n R e g i o n o f t h e 
Service manages 1800sqkm of Parks 
e x t e n d i n g f r o m j u s t s o u t h o f 
Wol longong to the Victorian boarder 
and from Cowra in the Wes t to the 
coas t . A l s o as an o u t c o m e o f the 
S o u t h e r n Fo re s t s D e c i s i o n m o r e 
than 300 ,000ha will soon be added 
to the reserve sys tem. 

Dr. F l e m i n g will ta lk abou t the 
recent reorganisa t ion o f the N S W 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and the effect o f these changes for 
an expanded Southern Region. 

T h u r s d a y 17th M a y 2001 
The Story of Green Guard - A new 
environmentally friendly way to 
control Locusts. 

Dr. R i c h a r d M i l n e r . R e s e a r c h 
Scientist , C S I R O Entomology. 

Locus ts breed and begin to swarm 
in s o m e u n i q u e and b i o l o g i c a l l y 
d i v e r s e pa r t s o f Aus t r a l i a ' s a r id 
zone . H o w can they be cont ro l led 
b e f o r e t h e y d e s c e n d on m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t , e c o n o m i c a l l y tha t i s , 
agricultural regions. 

T h u r s d a y 21st June 2001 
Rethinking Salinity Control in the 
Murray-Darling Basin 

Dr.Baden Wil l iams. 
The Decade o f Landcare has been 

a t r e m e n d o u s succes s in r a i s ing 
publ ic awareness of land, water and 
b io logica l degradat ion bu t logical 
solut ions and their implementa t ion 
for salinity control have been less 
than impressive. 

E v e r y r e v i e w o f d r y l a n d a n d 
i r r igat ion salinity since the ear ly 
1 9 8 0 s h a s p r o d u c e d h i g h e r and 
higher est imates o f damaged areas 

C a l e n d a r 

a n d y e t m o r e d e v a s t a t i n g 
predict ions for the future. We have 
been through a series o f 'admit t ing 
the problem* and 'best-bet solution' 
s tages and y e t s eem to b e fall ing 
f u r t h e r a n d f u r t h e r b e h i n d in 
devis ing successful cont ro ls . 

It would appear that w e are still 
not recognis ing and ac t ing upon one 
or m o r e key aspects to this problem. 
This talk wil l chal lenge a number 
of sc ien t i f i c , soc ia l , a n d pol i t ica l 
c o n c e p t s a s soc ia t ed w i t h cu r ren t 
sa l in i ty con t ro l s t r a t e g i e s in the 
Murray-Dar l ing Bas in . 

T h u r s d a y 19th Ju ly 2001 
Over the Plains and far away. 

Gary and Dianne T h o m p s o n . 
A talk on the experiences o f a 4 day 

camel safari in the Lake Eyre area 
of South Aust ra l ia in the spring o f 
2000. The trip involved a s tep back 
in t ime and a mini e x p e r i e n c e o f 
wha t explorat ion wou ld have been 
l ike t h r o u g h t h e d e s e r t a r ea s in 
years past, the heat, lack o f water 
and other d iscomfor ts . 

March April May June 

Committee meeting Thu 1 Thu 5 Thu 3 Thu 7 

Environment Sub-committee' T h u 8 Wed 11 Thu 10 Thu 14 

General meetings Thu 15 Thu 19 Thu 17 Thu 21 

Bulletin Working Group 2 Tue 10 

A C T Alive 3 Sun 18 

Gudgenby Regeneration 4 Sat 10 Sat 7 Sat 12 Sat 9 

F u r t h e r details 
1 - David Large 6291 4830 2 - Syd Comfor t 6286 2578 3 - Out ings 
p rogram 4 - Yankee Hat carpark 10 a m - E leanor Stodar t 6281 5004 or 
S y d Comfort 6286 2578 
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