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News from the Bulletin Working Group 
The Oc tobe r mee t ing o f the g r o u p 
was a t tended by Mur ie l E d w a r d s , 
B e t t y L e w i s , M a r t i n C h a l k , L e n 
Haskew, R e g Alder, G r a e m e W i c k s 
and S y d C o m f o r t , a n d a p o l o g i e s 
were rece ived from Judi th Webster , 
G r e g F o s t e r , F i o n a M a c D o n a l d 
Brand, and Barbara de Bru ine . 

Af te r a f r ank eva lua t ion o f the 
Sep tember issue, discussion focused 
on t h r e e m a t t e r s : f o r m a t o f t h e 
Out ings P r o g r a m , al ternative p a g e 
layouts , and the "free" dis t r ibut ion 
of the Bulletin to school and o ther 
groups . 

I n t h e S e p t e m b e r i s s u e , t h e 
Out ings P rogram, pr inted on g reen 
paper, w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e 
Bulletin p rope r rather than b e i n g a 
separate sheet . This a r r a n g e m e n t 

was wel l received b y m e m b e r s and 
wil l be cont inued. 

Curren t ly Bulletin pages are laid 
out in three columns wi th each page 
c o n t a i n e d b y a r u l e d b o r d e r . 
Al te rna t ive layouts o f t w o co lumns , 
both wi th and without borders , w e r e 
examined and it was agreed to trial 
one such layout , p robab ly wi th the 
M a r c h 2 0 0 1 issue. 

The Bulletin is distr ibuted free to 
m a n y A C T schools and col leges , bu t 
as this is n o longer suppor ted by a 
g o v e r n m e n t g r a n t i t c o s t s t h e 
a s soc ia t ion a p p r o x i m a t e l y $2 p e r 
copy. T h e g roup concluded that this 
expendi ture is justified as p rov id ing 
a resource to the schools and good 
pub l i c i ty for the assoc ia t ion . T h e 
s u g g e s t i o n w a s m a d e t h a t , a s 

s t u d e n t s u s e t h e I n t e r n e t a s a 
r e f e r e n c e s o u r c e , p l a c i n g t h e 
Bulletin on the Ne t could m a k e it 
m o r e avai lable. 

M u r i e l E d w a r d s w h o h a s d o n e 
such a good j o b o f coordinat ing the 
ma i l -ou t o f the Bulletin, to ld the 
mee t ing that she w o u l d be u n a b l e 
to c o n t i n u e in th i s r o l e b u t w i l l 
con t inue to assist in edi t ing. T h e 
m e e t i n g e x p r e s s e d s i n c e r e 
apprec ia t ion o f he r w o r k over t h e 
pa s t th ree years . T h e assoc ia t ion 
needs a volunteer to take over th is 
coordina t ing role. 

T h e c o n v e n o r t h a n k e d a l l 
m e m b e r s o f t h e g r o u p for t h e i r 
suppor t dur ing the year. 

Syd C o m f o r t 
C o n v e n o r 

Christmas 
greetings 
The President and 

members of the 
Committee extend to all 

association members 
best wishes for 

Christmas and the 
New Year. 

Christmas party 
The N P A Chr is tmas Par ty wi l l b e 
he ld at C a l o o l a Fa rm f r o m 1 1 a m o n ! 
S u n d a y D e c e m b e r 1 0 . F u r t h e r | 
details are contained in the Ou t ings i 
P rogram. 

Office volunteers 
needed 
M e m b e r s w i l l b e a w a r e t h a t the 
associat ion office in Chif ley is n o w 
o p e r a t e d b y v o l u n t e e r s . N e v i l l e 
Esau, w h o is coordinat ing the office 
a r r angement s , w o u l d l ike to h e a r 
from any m e m b e r w h o cou ld t ake a 
place in the office roster. Nevi l le ' s 
phone n u m b e r is 6286 4176 . 

Volunteer sought 
The NPA Bulletin is packaged and 
posted ou t each quarter b y a g roup 
of volunteers, a task occupying about 
three hours . A volunteer is u rgen t ly 
required to take responsibi l i ty for 
coordinat ing this activity. For m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e r i n g 
Syd Comfor t on 6286 2578 . 

Correction 
The au thor o f the b o o k The Vision 
of Edna Walling, q u o t e d i n t h e 
a r t i c l e " E d n a W a l l i n g a s a 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t " , NPA Bulletin, 
September 2000 , should read Tr i sha 
Dixon . 

Martin 
Chalk 
photographic 
exhibition 
A n exhibi t ion o f pho tographs b y 
a s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r M a r t i n 
C h a l k w i l l b e h e l d at t h e j 
N a m a d g i V i s i t o r C e n t r e f r o m 
8 D e c e m b e r 2000 to 31 Janua ry I 
2 0 0 1 . M a r t i n , w e l l k n o w n to ; 

m e m b e r s as walks leader, author ; 
a n d p h o t o g r a p h e r , h a s 
contr ibuted m a n y fine photos to 
the Bulletin, inc luding the front 
c o v e r i n th i s i s s u e a n d t h a t 
spectacular scene at Lego L a n d 
featured in the Sep tember issue. 1 

T h e c o m i n g e x h i b i t i o n t i t l e d I 
High Plains and Mountain Tops J 
re f lec t s on t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e | 
a lpine area and those w h o once I 
l ived there , subjects w h i c h h a v e \ 
a lways fascinated Mar t in . T h e i 
e x h i b i t i o n w i l l b e a m a j o r [ 
d rawcard at the Vis i tor Cent re ; 
over the s u m m e r hol iday per iod . 

S y d C o m f o r t j 



Some reflections from the West 
E v e r y w e e k d a y morn ing as I j ockey 
for pos i t ion on the b u s y K w i n a n a 
freeway on m y w a y to w o r k , I obtain 
a m a g n i f i c e n t v i e w t h a t lifts m y 
spiri ts for the day. T h e v i e w is north 
a l o n g t h e b r o a d s t r e t c h o f t h e 
C a n n i n g R i v e r , a c r o s s t h e e v e n 
broader Swan River and up to the low 
tree-covered hill cal led M t Eliza. The 
t r e e s m a r k t h e r e n o w n e d K i n g s 
Pa rk , the 400 h e c t a r e s o f bo tan ic 
g a r d e n s a n d r e m n a n t b u s h tha t 
forms a natural hea r t for the ever 
sp rawl ing city o f Perth. 

T h e v i e w immedia te ly to the east 
and wes t o f Kings Park is less than 
at tract ive: tall resident ial bui ldings 
a n d o f f i c e t o w e r s . T h e s t r i k i n g 
contrast o f this sort o f col locat ion of 
n e w , o f t e n u g l y a n d c r a s s 
d e v e l o p m e n t b e s i d e a t t r a c t i v e 
natural features w a s m y first, and 
has r e m a i n e d m y s t ronges t s ingle 
impress ion o f Per th and the nearby 
r e g i o n s i n c e I a r r i v e d h e r e in 
January. 

I s e e t h i s c o n t r a s t a r o u n d the 
S w a n , a beautiful great harbour with 
s o m e extens ive foreshore pa rks that 
is cont inua l ly be ing compromised by 
the o b s e s s i o n to h a v e the largest , 
m o s t i m p o s i n g a n d t a s t e l e s s 
mans ions r ight on the water 's edge. 
I see it as I dr ive to the local shops 
and pass a counci l reserve o f typical 
s c r a g g y S w a n p la ins sc rub amidst 
the suburban neatness , o r at nearby 
B o o r a g o o n Lake whe re the scores of 
c o r m o r a n t s a n d i b i s n e s t in the 
f r i n g i n g v e g e t a t i o n l e s s t han 20 
m e t r e s f r o m t h e h e a v y r o a d 
t ranspor t s tha t t h u n d e r a long the 
s ix-lane Leach Highway. 

O n e o f m y first and lasting positive 
impress ions of Perth is the surprising 
n u m b e r and loca t ion o f s u b u r b a n 
b u s h and l ake r e s e r v e s . B o t h are 
related to par t icular characterist ics 
o f the coastal plain. W h e r e a s a lot o f 
land adjacent to the infant cities o f 
M e l b o u r n e , S y d n e y , B r i s b a n e and 
Ade la ide w a s cleared last century for 
farms and orchards, the Swan coastal 
p la in w a B infert i le sand. W h a t are 
n o w well es tabl i shed Per th suburbs 
w e r e j u s t b u s h as r e c e n t l y as the 
1940s and 50s . S o i f the developers 

left a gap in the subdivis ions, it w a s 
often a gap o f original bush ra ther 
than a paddock or orchard . Hence 
you find j a r rah wood land in small 
c o u n c i l r e s e r v e s a n d a r o u n d t h e 
edges of go l f courses and cemeter ies 
dotted wi th x a m i a palms and grass 
trees. 

The lakes were formed b e t w e e n 
the north-south lines o f sand dunes . 
Whi le some were drained and bui l t 
over , t h o s e t h a t r e m a i n p r o v i d e 
m e t r o p o l i t a n h a b i t a t for a g r e a t 
var ie ty o f waterb i rds , long-necked 
tor toises and, w h e r e the re is still 
f r i n g i n g v e g e t a t i o n , s m a l l 
marsup ia l s l ike the bush rat and 
s o u t h e r n b r o w n bandicoot  b a n d i c o o t o r 
q u e n d a . A s in o t h e r c i t i e s , t h e 
reserves and lakes are under grea t 
pressure from weeds , par t icu la r ly 
watsonia and bridal creeper, popular 
usage, fires and pollution. 

On a broader scale the contrast ing 
edge between city and country, whi le 
not as def ined as in Canbe r ra , is 
nevertheless somet imes quite sharp. 
T h e l imestone wal led small b locks 
marking housing subdivisions in the 
northern g rowth area o f Joonda lup 
come to an abrupt halt at a four-lane 
road from where jarrah-marri  forest 
extends nor th in a na r row band for 
more than 30 k i lome t re s t h r o u g h 
two national parks , Nee rabup and 
Y a n c h e p . To t h e ea s t the 2 5 0 to 
300 metre h igh Dar l ing esca rpment 
forms a part ial buffer to suburban 
s p r e a d , a n d a n u m b e r o f s m a l l 
nat ional pa rks p r o v i d e a t t rac t ive 
walk ing and picnic spots wi thin 40 
m i n u t e s o f t h e c i t y c e n t r e . T h e 
p la teau a b o v e the e s c a r p m e n t is 
largely c o v e r e d w i th j a r r a h - m a i T i 
forest in a bel t averag ing abou t 40 
ki lometres wide that stretches m o r e 
than 300 ki lometres south until it 
reaches the karri forests. 

This was m y m o s t p leasan t W A 
surprise; I had no idea such a large 
area of forest was so close to the city. 
Sure it's been logged in tens ively for 
m a n y decades . Bu t the re are still 
m a n y old m a r r i t rees r e m a i n i n g 
wi th their s p r e a d i n g c r o w n s a n d 
clusters o f b i g "honkey" g u m n u t s 
and smaller number s o f old j a r rah . 

T h e fores ts a r e r i dd l ed wi th o ld 
logging access t racks but many are 
n o w little u s e d and form pleasant 
a n d e a s y w a l k i n g t r a c k s . Easy , 
because the on ly major changes to 
the topography are the creek gullies 
and river va l l eys that cut down into 
t h e p l a t e a u a n d t h e c h a n g e s in 
e l e v a t i o n a r e r a r e l y m o r e t h a n 
200 metres . 

So w h y wasn ' t this plateau forest 
so close to Per th more extensively 
cleared? W e can par t ly thank the 
w i d e s p r e a d p r e s e n c e o f t h e 
Gastrolobium species , a genus of pea 
flowers w h i c h evo lved a method o f 
p ro tec t ing t h e m s e l v e s f rom seed-
eating and b r o w s i n g animals. They 
h a v e in t h e i r l e a v e s 
m o n o f l u o r o a c e t a t e , a p o i s o n o u s 
substance n o w c o m m o n l y known as 
1 0 8 0 . O v e r m a n y y e a r s n a t i v e 
animals deve loped immuni ty to this 
poison, but in t roduced species are 
highly suscept ib le . Hence the early 
set t lers los t t e n s o f thousands o f 
head of s tock as they were m o v e d 
through the forests and browsed on 
p l a n t s l i k e Y o r k R o a d p o i s o n 
(Gastrolobium calycinium) w h i c h 
w a s n a m e d a f t e r t h e t r a c k to 
Wes te rn Aus t ra l ia ' s o ldes t in land 
town. The forests became places for 
stock and therefore settlers to avoid. 
By the 1880s the enormous value o f 
jarrah t imber had been recognised 
and it s o o n f o r m e d , a l o n g w i t h 
sandalwood, the state's major export 
e a r n e r . W h i l e t h e f o r e s t s w e r e 
e x t e n s i v e l y a n d often w a s t e f u l l y 
l o g g e d , t h e i r c o m m e r c i a l t i m b e r 
value provided a later line o f defence 
against broad-sca le clearing. 

The symbios is be tween the nat ive 
a n i m a l s a n d t h e Gastrolobium 
s p e c i e s h a s e n a b l e d an 
internat ional ly accla imed, targeted 
wildlife conservat ion initiative to be 
conducted. W e s t e r n Shield. This is 
an e x t e n s i v e a e r i a l fox b a i t i n g 
p rog ram that invo lves laying pieces 
o f dried mea t t rea ted with 1080 at 
t h e r a t e o f a b o u t f ive ba i t s p e r 
square k i lometre . The result is that 
t h e r e has b e e n s u c h a m a r k e d 
recovery o f na t ive species that three 
which were until recent ly recorded 

continued on page 13 



Charlie Hill (1921 - 2000) 
C h a r l i e H i l l , N P A 
m e m b e r f o r n e a r l y 
3 0 y e a r s a n d l i f e 
m e m b e r since 1988, died 
peaceful ly on 5 October 
at the B a n k s i a Ward o f 
J indalee Nurs ing Home, 
Canberra , at the age o f 
7 9 . C l i v e H u r l s t o n e , 
suppor ted by numerous 
NPA m e m b e r s a t tended 
a packed Thanksg iv ing 
Service at S t Aidans on 
10 October. 

A f t e r an a c t i v e a n d 
product ive life, Charl ie 
w a s a v i c t i m o f a 
c r i p p l i n g f o r m o f 
P a r k i n s o n s D i s e a s e 
wh ich rendered h im bed 
and chair r idden, a vast 
change from his former 
mobili ty. Charl ie 's wife, 
Audrey, and the family steadfastly 
suppor ted h i m day b y day, he lped at 
t imes b y visi ts from friends. 

Char l ie j o i n e d the Depar tment o f 
the N a v y in 193 8 and served in the 
N a v y i tself f rom 1944 to late 1945. 
The w a r in ter rupted his ambit ions 
to g a i n t e r t i a ry qua l i f i ca t ions in 
E n g i n e e r i n g . T h r o u g h h i s rise to 
s e n i o r p o s i t i o n s i n t h e N a v y 
Depar tment , h e left Me lbourne for 
Sydney, and after six years the re 
re turned to Melbourne , then m o v e d 
to Canber ra in 1960. He retired in 
1 9 8 1 a n d C h a r l i e a n d A u d r e y 
t rave l led ex tens ive ly a round N e w 
Zealand , U K and Europe and, then, 
Alaska ear ly in his ret i rement . 

Char l ie a lways led an active life. 
H e enjoyed spor ts such as squash 
and t enn i s , a n d b a c k y a r d c r icke t 
wi th the grandchi ldren. H e w a s an 
en thus i a s t i c skier , b o t h d o w n h i l l 
a n d c r o s s - c o u n t r y , f i r s t ly in t h e 
Vic tor ian Alps , then locally in the 
B r i n d a b e l l a s , a n d l a te r , i n t h e 
S n o w y Mounta ins . He made his first 
skis in the late 30s. Wi th the support 
o f A u d r e y , h e t a u g h t a l l t h r e e 
chi ldren to ski, firstly wi th h i m on 
his skis , then on small , handcrafted 
skis. 1 

C h a r l i e ' s g r e a t l o v e o f t h e 
m o u n t a i n s and the o u t d o o r s w a s 
l ong - s t and ing and, shared by the 

family. He b e c a m e a m e m b e r o f the 
Me lbou rne M e n s Walk ing C lub in 
1942 . H e took par t in vir tual ly all 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e c l u b r o o m , at 
d inners , a t p r o g r a m m e d ou t ings , 
a d v e n t u r o u s e x p l o r a t o r y w a l k s , 
week- long ski t r ips on the B o g o n g 
H i g h Plains, M t Bul le r weekends , 
and commit tee w o r k . Ber t Benne t t 
te l l s the s to ry o f h o w the t w o o f 
them, after be ing wea the rbound for 
several days on M t Cobbler , caugh t 
u p the original p r o g r a m b y a near ly 
non-s top wa lk across the p la teau to 
K o o n i k a , S p e c u l a t i o n , Cross Cu t 
Saw, Howi t t , t h e H o w q u a Valley, 
and then to Fred Frys! 

C h a r l i e a n d A u d r e y b e c a m e 
i n v o l v e d in t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion dur ing the early 1970s 
and he took par t in the NPA's efforts 
to fo rm the N a m a d g i Nat ional Park 
(and its subsequen t ex tens ions) in 
1 9 8 3 . H e w a s v e r y ac t i ve in all 
aspects o f the N P A and w a s heav i ly 
involved in Commi t t ee work bo th in 
relat ion to the administrat ion o f the 
p a r k and in i ts c o n s e r v a t i o n . H e 
w a s a long-s tanding m e m b e r o f the 
W a l k s C o m m i t t e e and l e d m a n y 
interest ing d a y w a l k s on beha l f o f 
members . In partnership wi th other 
m e m b e r s , C h a r l i e t o o k g r e a t 
interest in progress ing the Glendale 
t rees r evege t a t i on pro jec t a n d in 

b u i l d i n g t h e Yer rab i T r a c k to t h e 
m a g n i f i c e n t v i e w s o f s o u t h e r n 
N a m a d g i P a r k f r o m t h e B o b o y a n 
T r i g . H e w a s an e n t h u s i a s t i c 
p a r t i c i p a n t a n d l e a d e r o f m a n y 
enjoyable ca r c a m p s inc lud ing the 
n o w l e g e n d a r y B o u r n d a R e s e r v e 
weekends . 

C h a r l i e a n d A u d r e y b o u g h t a 
c a m p e r v a n in 1979 , w h i c h b e c a m e 
t h e m o d e o f t r a n s p o r t a n d 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n for m a n y a r o u n d 
A u s t r a l i a a n d r e g i o n a l h o l i d a y s 
du r ing t h e 80 ' s . It h a d the s p a r e 
wheel on the front, cove red w i t h a 
" S m i l e y F a c e " w h i c h b e c a m e t h e 
ins tant ly r ecogn i sab le symbo l tha t 
Char l ie and A u d r e y w e r e i nvo lved 
in w h a t e v e r act ivi ty w a s g o i n g on 
at the t i m e . 

Stephen Hi l l 

New data base 
established 
All associa t ion m e m b e r informat ion 
has recent ly been re-entered to fo rm 
a n e w m e m b e r s h i p d a t a b a s e . 
M e m b e r s are reques ted to check the 
de ta i l o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 
Bulletin pos t ing label and advise any 
errors, misspe l l ings or omiss ions to 
the o f f i c e or to N e v i l l e E s a u o n 
6286 4176 . 



Australian Alps National Parks 
cooperative management 

Australian 

Australian Alps National Parks. 

Map from AALC 1999-2000 Annual Report 

Brett McNamara, an officer of the 
ACT Parks and Conservation 
Service, is on a four-year secondment 
as coordinator of the Australian Alps 
National Parks cooperative 
management program. This article 
covers the address that he gave to the 
September general meeting of the 
association. 

T h e nat ional parks and reserves 
in the Aus t ra l ian Alps cross s ta te 
and territory borders and compr ise 
over 1.6 mil l ion hectares o f protected 
a r e a s . T o a s s i s t c o n s e r v a t i o n 
agencies to m a n a g e these resources 
in a c o n s i s t e n t a n d c o m p a t i b l e 
manner , the minis te rs respons ib le 
for their m a n a g e m e n t in 1986 signed 
a M e m o r a n d u m of Under s t and ing 
( M O U ) in relation to the cooperat ive 
m a n a g e m e n t o f the Austral ian Alps. 
A r e a s covered include: 
Victoria Hectares 
Alpine National Park 645 615 
Snowy River National Park 98 100 
Avon Wilderness Park 39 650 

Mount Buffalo National Park 31 000 

N e w South Wales 

Kosciuszko National Park 690 000 

Brindabella National Park 12 000 

Scabby Range Nature Reserve 3 449 

Bimberi Nature Reserve 7 100 

Australian Capital Territory 

Namadgi National Park 105 900 

Organi sa t ion a n d f inance 
T h e M O U p r o v i d e s f o r t h e 
establishment o f the Austral ian Alps 
L i a i s o n C o m m i t t e e ( A A L C ) to 
c o o r d i n a t e c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n 
a l p i n e p a r k a g e n c i e s . T h i s 
commi t t ee is compr i sed o f a senior 
officer from each o f the state and 
territory park services together with 
an senior officer from the relevant 
C o m m o n w e a l t h d e p a r t m e n t . T h e 
A C T m e m b e r is T o n y C o r r i g a n , 
M a n a g e r A C T P a r k s a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e . T h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the p r o g r a m is 
c o o r d i n a t e d b y t h e f u l l - t i m e 

secondmen t of an officer from one o f 
t h e p a r t i c i p a t i n g s e r v i c e s . B r e t t 
cur rent ly occupies this posi t ion. 

M u c h o f the a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e 
p r o g r a m c o m e s t h r o u g h w o r k i n g 
g r o u p s e s t a b l i s h e d to d i r e c t t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e a n n u a l 
coopera t ive p rogram. 

W o r k i n g g r o u p m e m b e r s a r e 
s e l e c t e d on t h e b a s i s o f t h e i r 
specialist skills and operate as a team 
w i t h s t a f f f r o m o t h e r l a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t agenc ies in manag ing 
the Austral ian Alps nat ional parks. 
Fur ther detail on the work ing groups 
is p rov ided later in this article. 

T h e a n n u a l g o v e r n m e n t 
contr ibut ions to suppor t the program 
tota l $400 000, m a d e up o f $120 000 
e a c h f r o m t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , 
Vic to r ia and N e w South Wales and 
$ 4 0 000 from the ACT. M o s t o f the 
expendi tu re is a l located through an 
a n n u a l w o r k s p r o g r a m w h i c h 
compr ises projects w h i c h are selected 
so as to: 

• f u r t h e r i m p l e m e n t t h e A l p s 
Strategic Plan; 

• apply to park m a n a g e m e n t in at 

least t w o states or one s tate and 
the territory; 

• have direct cross-border benefits; 
and 

• h a v e s u p p o r t for c o n t i n u a t i o n 
and main tenance by agencies . 

C o m m u n i t y Relat ions Work ing 
G r o u p 

Increased publ ic awareness o f the 
impor tant va lues o f the Austral ian 
A l p s nat ional parks is a major goal . 
I n a d d i t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g p r e s s 
r e l e a s e s a n d m e d i a s t o r i e s , 
i n f o r m a t i o n d i sp l ays and schoo l s 
i n f o r m a t i o n k i t s h a v e b e e n 
d e v e l o p e d a n d w o r k s h o p s 
conduc ted . 

R e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d e 
Explore the Australian Alps and 
WUdguide: Plants and Animals of 
the Australian Alps, bo th o f which 
have been rev iewed recent ly in the 
Bulletin. A n Alps National Parks 
Touring Map and a ve ry attractive 
v i d e o b a s e d o n i n d i v i d u a l 
c o n n e c t i o n s wi th the r eg ion have 
been p roduced . 

continued on page 7 



Burnt pines 
This pho to o f the B o b o y a n Pine Plantat ion showing 

trees ki l led b y the 1983 bushfire was featured in a 

draf t P o l i c y P l a n and D e v e l o p m e n t P l a n for t h e 

G u d g e n b y A r e a publ i shed b y the National Capital 

Deve lopment Commiss ion in 1984, before the national 

pa rk w a s declared. It is reproduced here b y cour tesy 

o f the Nat iona l Capi tal Authori ty. The publ ica t ion 

p r e s e n t s an o u t l i n e o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p i n e 

planta t ion and a discussion o f options for the future 

o f the area. W h a t I found o f particular interest in 

this art icle is that it emphas i ses that the future o f 

the p ines has been recognised as a significant issue 

for n e a r l y 20 y e a r s . In the in t e rven ing t i m e the 

a s s o c i a t i o n h a s b e e n a c t i v e in p r o m o t i n g t h e 

restorat ion o f the p ines a rea to native vegeta t ion , the 

N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k M a n a g e m e n t P l a n has 

endorsed this course o f act ion, and revegetat ion has 

n o w been underway for nearly three years. T h e article 

b y r a n g e r S t e v e W e l c h on p a g e 10 d e s c r i b e s the 

current state o f this cha l lenging task. 

S y d C o m f o r t 

Australian Alps National Parks cooperative management continued from page 6 

N a t u r a l Her i tage W o r k i n g 
G r o u p 
Suppor ted wi th seed funding from 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n A l p s L i a i s o n 
Commit tee and other organisations, 
C S I R O P u b l i s h i n g c o m m e n c e d 
work in 1999 on the n e w Kosciuszko 
Alpine Flora. This is due for release 
in D e c e m b e r 2000. 

In D e c e m b e r 1999, this work ing 
group seconded Dr Pe te r Coyne to 
under take a s tudy to identify and 
d o c u m e n t the status o f significant 
natural features o f the Aust ra l ian 
Alps and the threats to them. T h e 
report has identified over 1000 such 
features. 

A l s o i n 1 9 9 9 , M i c h e l l e W a l t e r 
c o m m e n c e d a PhD at the Universi ty 
o f C a n b e r r a , p a r t l y f u n d e d b y 
A A L C , on the populat ion ecology o f 
feral ho r ses in the Austra l ian Alps . 
As results become available, mode ls 
will b e fitted to the data to assess 
t rends in the popu la t ion u n d e r a 
v a r i e t y o f f u t u r e p o t e n t i a l 
m a n a g e m e n t scenarios . 

Cul tura l Her i tage W o r k i n g 
G r o u p 
This work ing g roup has deve loped a 
cu l tu ra l he r i t age i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
s t ra tegy and identified gaps in the 
knowledge o f cultural her i tage in the 
A l p s . 

In N o v e m b e r 1999, an ind igenous 
i s s u e s a w a r e n e s s w o r k s h o p w a s 
c o n d u c t e d p r o v i d i n g p a r t i c i p a n t s 
f rom all four agencies wi th va luable 
ins ights into Abor ig ina l cul ture and 
con tempora ry issues. 

Recreat ion a n d Tourism 
W o r k i n g G r o u p 

T h e g r o u p h o s t e d a f i v e - d a y 
internat ional bes t pract ice H u m a n 
W a s t e M a n a g e m e n t W o r k s h o p in 
M a r c h 2000 involv ing 8 4 delegates 
f r o m A u s t r a l i a a n d o v e r s e a s . For 
nex t yea r a bes t pract ice w o r k s h o p 
o n w a l k i n g t r ack c o n s t r u c t i o n is 
p lanned . 

In Apri l this year, work commenced 
on renovat ing five k i lometres o f the Australian Alps Walking Track

A u s t r a l i a n A l p s W a l k i n g T r a c k 
w i t h i n N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k . 
T h i s w i l l d i v e r t t h e t r a c k f r o m 
B o o r o o m b a and Honeysuck le roads 
to a r o u t e p r o v i d i n g a g r e a t l y 
enhanced experience for walkers . 

Conc lus ion 

Whils t accepting that there are some 
i m p e d i m e n t s to c r o s s - b o r d e r 
c o o p e r a t i o n , s u c h a s d i f f e r i n g 
ob jec t ives and pr ior i t ies a m o n g s t 
agenc ies , Bre t t is sat isf ied that a 
c u l t u r e o f g o o d w i l l a n d o p e n 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n e x i s t s b e t w e e n 
agencies . There has b e e n nat ional 
and internat ional recogni t ion o f a 
un ique cooperat ive p rog ram which 
he h o p e s m a y be ex t ended in the 
future. 

Bret t rounded off his presentat ion 
b y sc reen ing the outs tanding v ideo 
Stories Among the Snowgums: a 
journey through the Australian Alps. 

S y d C o m f o r t 



Gene technology in agriculture: 
implications for consumers and the environment. 
T h e gues t speaker at the October 
general meet ing was Dr L inda Tabe, 
a r e sea rch scient is t wi th CSIRO' s 
D i v i s i o n o f P lan t Industry . For a 
per iod o f 10 years or so L inda has 
b e e n u s i n g g e n e t e c h n o l o g y to 
p roduce a weevi l - res is tant pea that 
will requi re less chemical pest icide. 
L inda ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n c o v e r e d no t 
on ly h e r o w n w o r k , b u t a l so the 
b a s i c s o f g e n e t e c h n o l o g y , t h e 
regulatory sys tems that are in place 
a n d t h e s c i e n t i f i c a n d s o c i a l 
impl ica t ions o f the technology. The 
B u l l e t i n n o t i c e a b o u t h e r t a l k 
f o r e s h a d o w e d the r a i s ing o f some 
current i ssues for d iscuss ion. This 
was cer ta in ly the case , and Linda 
faced v i g o r o u s q u e s t i o n i n g f rom 
m e m b e r s . L i n d a a n s w e r e d all 
quer ies frankly and fully and with 
g o o d h u m o u r . H e r e x c e l l e n t 
p resen ta t ion w a s a c c o m p a n i e d b y 
i n f o r m a t i v e t r a n s p a r e n c i e s - a 
pho toc opy o f these is avai lable for 
inspect ion at the office. T h e article 
b e l o w is an ed i ted v e r s i o n o f the 
notes tha t L inda gave us . ) 

A gene is a recipe for a protein and 
it is m a d e o f D N A (a long str ing-l ike 
molecule consis t ing o f t w o s t rands 
w o u n d around each o ther to fo rm a 
helix.) The bui ld ing b locks o f genes 
are known as bases and w h e n these 
are decoded a gene can be copied . So 
one gene can g ive rise to mi l l ions o f 
copies o f its protein product . G e n e 
technology al lows scientists to m a k e 
a p lant resis tant to an insect pes t 
by g iv ing it a gene that tells it h o w 
to m a k e the protein. 

Mankind has practised the genet ic 
modificat ion o f plants for mi l lennia , 
i n i t i a l l y s e l e c t i n g f a v o u r a b l e 
character is t ics for cu l t iva t ion and 
la ter , d e l i b e r a t e c r o s s b r e e d i n g 
b e t w e e n c l o s e l y r e l a t e d s p e c i e s . 
O v e r t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s p l a n t 
breeders have used chemica ls or X-
r a y s to p r o d u c e m u t a t i o n s o r 
r a n d o m changes . G e n e t e c h n o l o g y 
cont inues this tradit ion bu t i t has 
the abili ty to m a k e the a l terat ions 
deliberate and precise. 

Linda 's w o r k involved deve lop ing 
peas with in-built weevi l pro tec t ion . 

Peas are s u s c e p t i b l e to a t tack b y 
weevils , beans are resistant. Beans 
contain a prote in , amylase inhibitor, 
t h a t is t o x i c to w e e v i l s . In t h e 
l a b o r a t o r y , u n d e r v e r y p r e c i s e 
c o n d i t i o n s , t h e i n h i b i t o r w a s 
introduced in to pea cells and n e w 
pea plants w e r e developed that were 
weevil res is tant . Th i s w a s a long, 
s l o w p r o c e s s i n v o l v i n g y e a r s o f 
testing in labora tor ies and c losed 
glass nouses . Eventual ly the "new 1 

pea was tes ted in the field, in l ine 
w i t h t h e r u l e s o f t h e G e n e t i c 
Manipulat ion Adv i so ry Commit tee . 
T h e n e w p r o d u c t is j u s t n o w 
e n t e r i n g a f u r t h e r p h a s e o f 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t e s t i n g b e f o r e 
commercia l re lease . 

The regula tory sys tem, in Linda's 
opinion, is p rec i se and r igorous and 
as a result o f this only two G M crops, 
cotton and carnat ions , are present ly 
grown c o m m e r c i a l l y in Aust ra l ia . 
( D e t a i l s o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n 

continued on next page 

R I S K S O F P L A N T G E N E T E C H N O L O G Y B E N E F I T S O F P L A N T G E N E T E C H N O L O G Y 

to the environment 

Escape o f genes by out-cross ing and deve lopment 
o f he rb ic ide resis tant w e e d s 

D e v e l o p m e n t o f pests res is tant to biopest ic ides 
Effects on beneficial insects 

Crea t ion o f n e w plant v i ruses 

Threa t s to biodivers i ty 
o f agr icul ture 

to human health 

Transfer o f antibiotic res is tance genes to 
o ther o rgan i sms 

Changes in a l lergens or toxins 

U n k n o w n long term effects 

to society 

Ethical objec t ions 

D o m i n a t i o n o f wor ld food product ion by mul t inat ional 
corpora t ions 

Table taken from one of Linda's slides 

Less use o f chemica l s in agriculture 

New, m o r e specif ic strategies aga ins t pes t s and diseases 
Less impac t on beneficial insects 

N e w strategies against viruses 

Preserva t ion o f biodiversi ty by increas ing the efficiency 

Increased leve ls o f beneficial nut r ients , v i tamins , 
ant i -oxidants etc in food 

Decreased levels o f allergens or tox ins 

Heal th ie r p l an t oils, oral vacc ines 

A bet ter nour i shed world populat ion 

Bet ter to le rance o f p roduce to ha rves t i ng storage and 
t ranspor t 



N A T I O N A L P A R K S A S S O C I A T I O N ( A C T ) I N C O R P O R A T E D 

NPA outings program 
D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 0 - M a r c h 2 0 0 1 

Outings guide 

Walk gxadings Terrain grading 
Distance grading (per day) A — Road, firetrail track 

1 - up to 10km B — Open forest 
2 - 10km to 15km C — Light scrub 
3 — 15km to 20km D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
4 — above 20km E - Rock scrambling 

F — Exploratory 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY WEDNESDAY OR AS INDICATED 

IN PROGRAM. 
Car camps facilities often limited Dr non-existent. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. BOOK EARLY WITH LEADER. 
Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide studies and ski tours. 

P o i n t s t o n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The outings convenor is happy to suggest 
locations suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office 
as soon as you think of them, with a suggested date. 
All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept responsibility for 
any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 
The committee suggests a donation, to the nearest dollar, of TWENTY FIVE cents per kilometre DIVIDED BY THE NUMBER OF 
OCCUPANTS in the car, including the driver, be offered to the driver by each passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted 
in the program are approximate distances for return journeys. 

9 December Saturday work parry 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 62815004 

Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9.15am 
or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. Weeding, 
wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided. Early finish for Christmas 
celebrations. 

10 December (Sunday) 
NPA Christmas Parry 
Contact: Max Lawrence 
Phone 6288 1370 
This years Christmas Party is at Caloola Farm. 
We're looking to get things under way from 
about 1 lam, so bring a picnic lunch. For those 
who haven t been to Caloola, head south from 
Tharwa past the Namadgi Visitors Centre and 
turn left immediately afreryou cross the bridge 
over the Gudgenby River at Naas (if you get 
to Fitzs Hill you've gone too far). Caloola is 
then about 7-8km on at the end of the dirt 
road. Members wishing to sleep over at 
Caloola on the Saturday night should book 
with Max. 

17 December Sunday daywalk 
Square Rock 
Leader Judy Kelly 
2A 
Map: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6253 1859 
Meet at Kambah Village shops ac 8.30am. 
From Smokers Gap carpark we will climb an 
initial steep pinch and then stroll along the 
designated walking track to take in the 
pleasures of Smokers Flat, the lookout T?k'"g 
in views over the Orroral Valley, and Square 
Rock itself. A fairly gende day in one of the 
nicest areas of our own national park 50kms, 
$12 per car. 



27 December to 1 January packwalk 
River or Creek Packwalk 
Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering 
2C/D/E/F 
Phone: 62862128 
The intention is to provide a challenging walk 
b u t with some relaxation and swimming. And 
celebrate the new millenium (again!) in the 
bush. Possible areas are Bundundah Creek, 
Ettrema Creek or the Shoalhaven in the 
Morton National Park Contact leaders for 
details including transport arrangements a n d 
costs. Numbers limited. 

7 January Sunday daywalk 
Kosciuszko Main Range Lakes 
Leaden Brian Slee 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
2A/C/D 
Phone: 6281 0719(h), 6261 3509(w) 
Our first daywalk of the new millenium 
(again!). Park at Charlotte Pass and cross t he 
Snowy River. Proceed to Mount Lee via 
Mounts Clarke and Northcote (views of Lake 
Albina), or to Carruihers Peak via Headley 
Tarn and Blue Lake. Flowers, .views, lots of 
wow on this walk! Remnant snow. Insect 
repellent may be requi red . Numbers limited. 
Book early with leader. Early start required. 
430kms, S108 plus $15 for vehicles w i t h o u t 

permit. 

14 January Sunday daywalk 
Rob Roy 
Leaden Col McAlister 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
1A 
Phone: 6288 4171 
The southernmost p a n of Canberra Nature 
Park. A steep-in-parts climb for wonderful 
v i e w s to the west and east, plus different views 
of Canberra to the north. Meet at Kambah 
Village Shops at 8.00am so we can miss the 
heat of the day. Short distance, no charge. 

20 January Saturday evening walk 
Naas Creek / Grassy Creek area 
Leaden Martin Chalk 
Maps: Yaouk, Colinton, Shannons Flat, 
Bredbol:25 000 
2A/B/C 
Phone: 6292 3502(h), 6268 4864(w) 
Leave about 4pm, return about 10pm. An 
evening walk in the Naas Creek/Grassy Creek 
area of southern Namadgi. There may be a 
short car shuffle. Phone leader for details. 

20—21 January weekend packwalk 
Table Top Mountain 
Leader: Steven Forst 
Map: Denison 1:25 000 
3A/B/C 
Phone: 6251 6817(h), 6256 5236(w) 
Contact leader by Wednesday . A walk f r o m 

Delany's Hut, across the Eucumbene River 
and camping high on waterhole Creek. 
Return via Four Mile HUL 350kms, $88 per 

24 January 
Wednesday daywalk 
Leader: Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The January edition of our scries of monthly 
mid-week walks. Phone leader for details, 
which will be derermined nearer the date. 

26 January (Friday, Australia Day) daywalk 
Big Hole/Marble Arch 
Leader: Ken Free 
Map: Kain 1:25 000 
2A/E 
Phone: 6295 8894 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station, Kingston, 
at 8.30am. A pleasant walk on a dedicaied 
walking track to the Big Hole, a vast unfenced 
sinkhole (beware 114m deep!), and Marble 
Arch, a limestone cave through a ridge, 
followed by a narrow, spectacular limestone 
gorge ending in a swimming hole. Drive 
through Captains Flat with some gravel. It will 
be necessary to paddle across the Shoalhaven, 
so bring sandshoes or thongs, etc 180kms, 
$45 per car. 

28 January Sunday daywalk 
Mt Gingera from Ginini 
Leaden Barbara Edgar 
2A 
Map: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone 6230 5685(h), 6264 2991(w) 
Meet at the carpark on Uriarra Road just off 
the Cotter Road at 8.30am. A walk from 
Mt Ginini carpark to Mt Gingera via Pryors 
Hut and return, a total of 14km. The climb 
from the hut to the summit is about 200m, 
but the views are well worth the effort. 
120kms, $30 per car. 

30 January to 8 February Wollemi 
 and Goulbum River National 
Parks 
Leaden Graham Scully 
Phone: 6230 3352 
Wbllemi is second in size only to Kosciuszko 
among che NSW national parks, and has an 
awesome reputation for ruggedness. This 
exploratory visit will nibble at the edges' to 
give panici pants an overall feel of the park for 
possible future walks. Graham has a huge 
amount of information and suggestions from 
people who know the area, so the program is 
flexible and will be decided by participants. 
Maximum number of ten. Distances and 
costings to be worked out later. Phone leader 
for details and bookings. 

31 January 
"Wednesday daywalk 
Leaden Col McAlister 
Phone: 6288 4171 
NPA has two "monthly" midweek walks in 
January. Phone leader for details, which will 
be determined nearer the date. 

4 February Sunday daywalk 
Brindabella Range Ramble 
Leaden Steven Forst 
2/A 
Map:ACT 1:100000 
Phone: 279 1326(w),251 6817(h) 
Meet at picnic area carpark on Uriarra road 
just off the Cotter road (near Duffy) at 
8.30am. A fire trail walk through the tall 
'shady' forest between the Cotter River and 
the Brindabella Road. Nestled in a south east 
facing valley this moist temperate/alpine 
eucalyptus forest provides for pleasant walking 
even in summer. Some views of Canberra. 
80 kms, $20 per car. 

9-11 February three day car camp 
Thredbo Diggings 
Leaders: Adrienne Nicholson and Margaret 
Aston 
2A 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6281 6381 (Adrienne), 6288 7563 
(Margaret) 
Friday walking for those who can make ii for 
a long weekend (unofficial). Possible Saturday 
walk Dead Horse Gap along Cascade track 
to Cascade Hut and return. Other options 
include using the chairlift from Thredbo and 
walk to Kosciuszko and back. Option exists 
on Sunday to link up with Steve Hill's Mt 
Townsend expedition. Half or full day walks, 
or simply relax by the river around the 
campsite. Bookings for the campsite cannot 
be made so 'first in best positioned'. Please 
phone one of the leaders by Wednesday 
7 February. 430kms, $108 plus $15 for 
vehicles without permit. 

10 February Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Leaden Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 62815004 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9.15am 
or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. Weeding, 
wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided-



11 February Sunday daywalk 
Mt Towns end 
Leader. Steven Hill 
4A/C/E 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A day of fabulous views when the wildflowers 
should still be in full bloom. This walk will 
proceed only if the weather is likely to be 
sunny. We drive to Thredbo (2.5 hrs) and 
catch the chair to the top of Crackenback. 
We walk along the track towards Mt 
Kosciuszko and then along the Main Range 
track to Muellers Pass. We turn off to climb 
Mt Townsend. If there is time we will stroll 
north along the spur to Alice Rawson Peak 
for some additional stunning views. The walk 
will require good fitness, will be partly 
offtrack, and will involve some climbing. It 
brings with it an early start and late return to 
Canberra, but the sights are absolutely worth 
it.. Ring leader by Friday evening to register 
and for details of the meeting place. 430kms, 
$108 plus $15 for vehicles without permit. 

18 February Sunday daywalk 
Pig Hill 
Leaden Colin McAlister 
2A 
Map: Umburra 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A pleasant walk mainly through timbered 
country on fire trails. Excellent views to the 
north and also to the east across the 
Murrumbidgee to Belconnen. Total climb of 
about 400m. Meet at Uriarra Road car park 
just off the Cotter Road at 8.30am- 50kms, 
$12 per car. 

24—25 February weekend packwalk 
Corang River 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 
4A/D/E 
Maps: Corang, Endrick 1:25 000 
Phone 6254 3094 
A walk in the headwaters of Corang River in 
the Budawangs. We will visit Corang Lagoon 
and a few other places on and near the river. 
Opportunities for swimming if the weather 
is hoc. Second day may include a climb to the 
top of Corang Peak. 250kms, $63 per car 

25 February Sunday daywalk 
Bungonia Gorge 
Leaden Mike Smith 
2A/E 
Map: Caoura 1:25 000 
Phone: 62862984 
Meet at Southwell Park netball cencre on 
Northbourne Ave Lyneham at 8.00am. 
A steep walk on track down to the junction 
of the Shoalhaven River and Bungonia Creek. 
Follow creek upstream through spectacular 
Bungonia Gorge which involves some rock 
scrambling. Climb (400m) out via the 
extremely steep 'Efflux' route. 220kms, 
$55 per car. 

28 February 
Wednesday daywalk 
Leader. Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The February edition of our series of monthly 
mid-week walks. Phone leader for details, 
which will be determined nearer che date. 

2-4 March three day packwalk 
Micalong, Goobarragandra and Tumut 
Valleys 
Leaden Ross Walker 
3A 
Maps: Bobbys Plains, Lacmalac, Blowering 
1:25 000 
Phone: 6254 7117 
A three day walk based around a section of 
the Hume and Hovell track. After initial camp 
at Bossawa campsite, subsequent camps at 
The Hole and on Walls Creek The last day 
will involve a walk into Tumut. Walkers 
should be fit as some steep climbs are involved. 
Contact leader after 1 January and by 
9 February for details and bookings (numbers 
limited). 200kms, $50 per car. 

3 March Saturday daywalk 
Rendezvous Creek 
Leader: Rob Forster
3A7B 
Map: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Phone: 6249 8546 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. 
A delightful walk through typical Namadgi 
woodland and valley starting from 
Rendezvous Creek — Boboyan Road, and 
exiting to the Nursery Swamp carpark in 
Orroral Valley. Car shuffle required. llOkms, 
$28 per car. 

4 March Sunday daywalk 
Monga 
Leaden Len Haskew 
2A/B/C 
Maps: Monga and Araluen 1:25 000 
Phone: 6281 4268 
Join the Friends of the Mongarlowe River on a 
walk to the ancient Eucriphias of Monga 
(if you're aTolkien fan you'll be enthralled by 
this place). Meet at the Canberra Railway 
Station, Kingston at 7.45am. 200kms, 
$50 per car plus a donation to the Friends. 

10 March Saturday work party 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Leaden Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 62815004 
Meet at Namadgi Visitor Centre at 9.15am 
or Yankee Hat carpark at 10.00am. Weeding, 
wilding removal or other work for 
rehabilitation of the Boboyan pine area. Tools 
will be provided. 

10—12 March long weekend carcamp 
WallagaLake 
Leader. Len Haskew 
Map: Central Tilba 1:25 000 
Phone 6281 4268 
A carcamp at Ocean Lake Caravan Park (fee), 
7kms north of Bermagui. 
Day 1: Meet at 10.30am at Pains General 
Store, Tilba Tilba, just offthe realigned Princes 
Highway. Climb Mt Dromedary for vie" 
Montague Island and much of the 
Return through a delightful stan-
rainforest. The climb is steep — 800m in 
5.5kms, but its mosdy downhill on the way 
home. Bring a camera. Those unable or 
unwilling to undertake this considerable climb 
may be able to arrange a 4WD lift to the 
saddle by contacting the Umbarra Cultural 
Centre on 02 4473 7232 (ac a fee). 
Day 2: A coastal walk of about 9kms from 
Wallaga Lake to Bermagui. A fairly easy walk 
mosdy near the sea. There are ample rewards 
in the form of coffee shops, fish and chips 
shops and a pub when we get there! When 
sufficiendy refreshed and rested we'll walk off 
our excesses by returning the 9kms back to 
the Lake (car shuffle is definitely an option). 
Plenty of birds, bring binoculars. 
Day 3: For chose who can stay on an extra 
day Len will see if he can arrange a crip 
Wallaga Lake with members of che low. 
indigenous community. 
Please contact Len two weeks beforehand 
(ie by 24 February) if you would like to go so 
that accommodation can be organised at the 
caravan park. 400kms, $100 per car. 

11 March Sunday daywalk 
Mt Twynam and Watsons Crags 
Leaden Steve Hill 
4A/C/E 
Map: Mc Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6231 9186 
A day of fabulous views not available from 
Mt Kosciuszko. This walk will proceed only 
if the weather is likely to be sunny. We drive 
to Charlotte Pass carpark (2.5hrs) and follow 
the Main Range track to the Blue Lake 
lookout. We climb Mt Twynam (2196m, third 
highest in Oz). Then we trek to the spur 
known as Watsons Crags for unmatched views 
of the grand Western Fall wilderness and far 
beyond. The walk requires good fitness, will 
be largely offtrack and will involve regular 
climbs which are steep in pans. It brings with 
it an early start and a late return to Canberra, 
but che sights are supremely rewarding. Ring 
leader by Friday evening to register and for 
details of the meeting place. 430kms, 
$108 plus $15 for vehicles without permit. 



16-18 March 
Grose Valley and Blue Gum Forest 
Leader: Ross Walker 
2/3A 
Map: CMA Blue Mtns— Burragorang 
1:150 000 
Phone: 6254 7117 
Day 1: Victoria Falls lookout to Acacia Flat 
campsite via Blue Gum Forest. Day 2: daywalk 
to Govetts Leap Falls and Pulpit Rock and 
return. Day 3: Acacia Flat to Govetts Leap 
lookout. A walk for fit packwalkers bearing 
in mind there are sections of steep ups and 
downs in the valley, which is 600m deep. 
Contact leader between 1 January and 
23 February for details and bookings 
(numbers limited). 650kms, $162 per car, plus 
share of taxi fares. 

18 March Sunday daywalk 
Wee Jasper 
Leader: Col McAlister 
1A 
Map: H&H track notes 
Phone: 6288 4171 
A fully guided tour of the magnificent Careys 
Cave and a stroll through part of the 
Wee Jasper Nature Reserve. Booking and prior 
payment essential. Please contact leader before 
Wednesday 28 February so that special tourfs) 
can be arranged. Departure will be from the 
carpark off Uriarra Road near the Cotter Road 
at 8.00am. I60kms, $40 per car plus cave 
entry fee for each person. 

24—25 March weekend packwalk 
Mt Burbidge 
Leaden Martin Chalk 
2A/D/E 
Maps: Rendezvous Creek, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6268 4864(w), 6292 3502(h) 
We will try again this year and hope for better 
weather. Walk from Yankee Hat carpark across 
old Gudgenby station to Middle Creek From 
the cascades, up the southern arm to camp 
below Mt Burbidge. Sunday morning will see 
a packless scramble up Burbidge followed by 
a return along our Saturday route. Be prepared 
for rock scrambling and regrowth. Call leader 
by the previous Wednesday for bookings. 
I40kms, $35 per car. 

25 March Sunday daywalk 
Mulligans Flat Bird Walk 
Leader: Beverley Hammond 
1A 
Map: Canberra 
Phone: 6288 6577 
The Mulligans Flat Bird Walk was launched 
on 1 November. Bring a snack, field guide 
and binoculars for this 6km amble. Meet at 
the Mulligans Flat Nature Park carpark about 
2.5km north of Gungahlin Town Centre on 
the Gundaroo road at 9.00am. 

24 March to 7 April extended packwalk 
Wilsons Promontory, The Sequel 
Contact: Syd Comfort 
Phone: 6286 2578 
Strict regulations apply to walking in this park, 
and early bookings and advance payment are 
required by the park management. Following 
Syd's November Prom walk we have a number 
of spaces we've been able to defer to March -
April. So some of you who were unable to go 
in November will get another crack at it. The 
details are essentially as for the November 
expedition - Drive to Wilson's Prom and 
camp at Tidal River on first day. Then walk 
two circuits of about six days each in north 
and south sections of the park with a day or 
two break between. Contact Syd for details. 
Expressions of interest in leading The Sequel 
especially appreciated. 

Something differ en ttolo ok forward to in our 
winterprogram... 

29 July Sunday daywalk/shufHe (?) (date to 
be confirmed) 
A winter walk on snow shoes to the 
Paralyser 
Leader: Brian Slee 
IB (in snow) 
Map: Mt Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6261 3509(w), 6281 0719(h) 
Our first snowshoe walk Need to be fit, but 
snowshoe experience not necessary. 
Snowshoes (worn with ordinary boots) can 
be hired from Jurkiewicz (Fyshwick) and 
Wilderness and/or Paddy Pallin (Jindabyne). 
From Gurhega climb on to the Paralyser from 
Farm Creek and follow ridge to trig point and 
beyond. Superb views of Main Range and 
Perisher. Early start (to secure parking) and 
early finish. Book early with leader, bearing 
in mind that walk will be dependent on 
favourable weather outlook. 430kms, 
$108 per car, plus $15 for vehicle without 
permit. 



Warrumbungle and Kaputar National Parks 
Max Lawrence has provided these 

photos of an NPA car camp held in the 
Warrumbungle and 

Kaputar National Parks in 
November 2000. 

Gene technology in agriculture continued from page 8 

procedures are available on : http:// 
w w w . h e a l t h . g o v . a u / t g a / g e n e t e c h / 
i o g t r . h t m . U S i n f o r m a t i o n i s 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m h t t p : / / 
www.aphis .usda. gov/biotechnolgy/ . l 
R i s k s are w e i g h e d b y r e g u l a t o r y 
a g e n c i e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r 
p r o b a b i l i t y . R i s k s s u c h a s t h e 
transfer o f antibiotic genes from G M 
c r o p s t o o t h e r o r g a n i s m s a r e 
regarded as highly un l ike ly on the 
basis o f current scientific ev idence . 
Manda to ry safety tes t ing is a pre
requis i te for the re lease o f any n e w 
G M food onto the marke t . T h e r e has 

b e e n n o r e p o r t e d h e a l t h o r 
envi ronmenta l p rob lem associa ted 
w i th la rge-sca le use o f G M crops 
g r o w n in the U S A s ince the mid -
1990s . Converse ly , t he re are n o w 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e p r o m i s e d 
b e n e f i t o f G M c r o p s a r e b e i n g 
real ised. Linda drew at tent ion to a 
S w i s s r e s e a r c h g r o u p t h a t h a s 
recent ly reported the deve lopmen t 
o f G M r i c e c o n t a i n i n g e n h a n c e d 
levels o f pro-v i tamin A . Th i s c rop 
has the potential to he lp al leviate 
the suffering caused b y v i t amin A 
deficiency that afflicts 70 pe r cent 

o f chi ldren under the age o f five in 
Southeas t Asia . 

L inda conc luded b y saying, "Gene 
technology in agriculture has been 
por t rayed as ei ther a magic bullet 
that wil l solve all the problems o f 
agriculture, o r a disaster that will 
see the end o f the wor ld as w e k n o w 
it. A s always, the truth is somewhere 
in b e t w e e n . W i s e l y u s e d , i t c a n 
i n c r e a s e t h e e f f i c i e n c y a n d 
sustainabilty o f agriculture and offer 
benefits for h u m a n health." 

L e n H a s k e w 

http://
http://www.health.gov.au/tga/genetech/
http://
http://www.aphis


Namadgi National Park 
Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Project 
This article is reproduced from 
Environment ACT's year 2000 
annual report edition of The Scribbly 
G u m newsletter with the kind 
permission of the editor and the 
author. 

The G u d g e n b y B u s h Regenerat ion 
(p rev ious ly cal led B o b o y a n P ines ) 
Project is showing modera te success 
to da t e . W e e d s w i t h i n the c lear-
fallen a reas are la rgely control led 
( b l a c k b e r r y i n f e s t a t i o n s m a y b e 
i n c r e a s i n g ) , p i n e w i l d i n g s a r e 
removed before they g row to any size 
a n d e u c a l y p t s a n d a c a c i a s a r e 
s h o w i n g g o o d g rowth rates across 
m u c h o f t h e c l e a r e d l a n d . A C T 
Fores t s h a v e been e n c o u r a g e d to 
u n d e r t a k e c l e a r - f a l l o f t h e 
remain ing marke tab le pine over the 
next year and w e are well on the w a y 
to see ing t h e las t exot ic p ine in the 
G u d g e n b y valley. 

T h e r e m o v a l o f the B o b o y a n pines 
in the G u d g e n b y Val ley o f Namadg i 
Nat iona l Pa rk ( N N P ) began late in 
1997. Shor t ly thereafter a p rog ram 
to recreate natural ecosystems in the 
a r e a p r e v i o u s l y u n d e r p i n e s 
c o m m e n c e d . T h e project to date has 
a b o u t 2 0 3 h e c t a r e s o f t h e 3 8 0 
h e c t a r e ( t o t a l a r e a ) p i n e f o r e s t 
c leared, bu rn t and seeded, wi th a 
further 3 2 hec tares felled and ready 
to b e burnt . 

I n i t i a l l y a w o r k i n g g r o u p w a s 
formed f rom a n u m b e r o f experts in 
a s s o c i a t e d f i e l d s . T h i s g r o u p 
provided advice on the first s tages 
o f revegeta t ion . 

T h e a s s i s t a n c e o f a n u m b e r o f 
v o l u n t e e r g r o u p s a l o n g w i t h t h e 
G u d g e n b y B u s h R e g e n e r a t i o n 
G r o u p ( G B R G o r G u d g e n b y 
Bush ies ) and the input o f N a m a d g i 
s t a f f a n d r e s o u r c e s h a s b e e n 
inva luab le in the p rogress o f this 
project . 

B roadcas t ing a seed m i x after a 
h igh intensi ty control led burn of the 
p ine s lash has p roduced relat ively 
good seed l ing g rowth across the o ld 
p i n e c o m p a r t m e n t s . T h e v a s t 
major i ty o f this, a t t imes s t renuous 
t a s k , h a s b e e n u n d e r t a k e n b y 
vo lun teers . 

S e e d l i n g s t o t a l l i n g 
o v e r 4 0 0 0 l o c a l l y 
p r o p a g a t e d , m i x e d 
n a t i v e , o v e r - s t o r e y 
s p e c i e s h a v e b e e n 
p lan ted in areas w h e r e 
seed ing strike rates are 
l o w . T h e u s e o f t r e e 
gua rds has been tr ialed 
o n t h e s e p l a n t s , w i t h 
m i x e d r e s u l t s . P l a s t i c 
t ree guards on b a m b o o 
s t a k e s ( t o t a l c o s t 
8 5 c each) are inefficient 
in w i n d prone areas. T w o 
litre cartons processed as 
t r ee g u a r d s w i t h b a m b o o s t a k e s 
(total cost 33c each) appear to be the 
b e s t o p t i o n and o n e t h o u s a n d o f 
these have been pu rchased for trial. 

W a y n e Sayer (from N N P ) bui l t a 
g r eenhouse at G lenda le d e p o t tha t 
w i l l p r o v i d e a s u i t a b l e g r o w i n g 
env i ronment for seedl ings to be used 
o n t h e p ro j ec t o v e r t h e n e x t t en 
y e a r s . O v e r 3 0 0 0 t u b e s t o c k 
s e e d l i n g s a re c u r r e n t l y g r o w i n g 
h e r e . T h e c o s t o f h a v i n g 3 0 0 0 
s e e d l i n g s g r o w n at a c o m m e r c i a l 
nu r se ry w o u l d exceed the bui ld ing 
cos ts o f the g reenhouse . 

T h e G u d g e n b y B u s h i e s , h a v i n g 
u n d e r t a k e n a G r e e n i n g Aus t r a l i a 
seed propagation course, have grown 
6 0 0 + s e e d l i n g s a t G r e e n i n g 
A u s t r a l i a ' s A r a n d a d e p o t . T h e 
Fr iends o f the Botanic Gardens have 
a l s o g r o w n s e v e r a l h u n d r e d 
s e e d l i n g s f o r t h e p r o j e c t o n a 
volunteer basis wi th N N P supplying 
the seed and mater ia l s . 

G r e e n f l e e t is a c a m p a i g n t h a t 
r a i s e s f u n d s f r o m m o t o r i s t s ' 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s a n d u s e s t h e s e 
r e s o u r c e s to c o m b a t g r e e n h o u s e 
e m i s s i o n s . T h e i r C a r b o n B u s t e r s 
p r o g r a m suppor t s t h e p l an t ing o f 
nat ive trees. Greenfleet h a v e agreed 
to raise and plant 15000 seedl ings 
at the Boboyan p ines nex t Spring. 

W e e d control o f invas ive w e e d s in 
t h e n e w l y c l e a r e d a r e a s i s t h e 
h ighes t priority o f the project beyond 
establ ishing over-storey spec ies .The 
re la t ive ly good g r o w i n g season over 
the last two years has contr ibuted 

Some seedlings from seed broadcast in July 1998 
are now over six feet tall. 

Photo Eleanor Stodart 

to ex tens ive w e e d invas ion in the 
newly dis turbed areas. Weed control 
activities, however , have kep t this 
invasion to a manageable level. Weed 
control activit ies inc lude herb ic ide 
s p r a y i n g o f b r i a r r o s e , n o d d i n g 
thistle, blackberry, S t John's W o r t b y 
park staff and contractors . 

T h e G u d g e n b y B u s h i e s , t h e 1st 
C a n b e r r a S c o u t s , t h e 
C r o w a j i n g a l o n g V e n t u r e r s , a n d 
Green Corps have , w i th the aid o f 
hand too ls d u g out n o d d i n g thistle, 
b lackber ry , p i n e w i l d i n g s and S t 
John's W o r t and cut & dabbed br iar 
rose over m o s t o f the Hospi ta l Creek 
area and m u c h o f the B o g o n g Creek 
revegetat ion area. In addi t ion last 
f i n a n c i a l y e a r t w o G B R G w o r k -
p a r t i e s , o n e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion work-par ty and several 
days effort b y the Green Corps t eam 
h a v e r e m o v e d o v e r 2 0 0 0 p i n e 
wi ldings f rom adjacent bush land . 

Exclosures des igned to el iminate 
g raz ing p r e s su re s and ensu re the 
es tabl ishment o f na t ive vegeta t ion 
i s l ands ( p r o v i d i n g a fu tu re s e e d 
source) have been built . A Natural 
Heritage Trust ( N H T ) grant to G B R G 
has enabled a contractor to be paid for 
the construction o f eleven rabbit and 
kangaroo p roo f exclosures (20 x 20 
metre) at Hospital Creek. Additionally 
three larger exclosures (50 x 50 metre) 
have b e e n cons t ruc t ed w i t h i n the 
Bogong Creek compartments . A 1 0 0 x 
50 metre exclosure has been erected 

continued on next page 



Walking and talking the land 

During Aboriginal Reconciliation Week, association 
member Flora Macdonald organised an inspection of 

some Aboriginal sites around Canberra. Here, 
Aboriginal Heritage Officer Dean Freeman explains 

seed grinding at a Theodore site. Photo Reg Alder 

O v e r t h e f i r s t w e e k e n d in S e p t e m b e r , t h e g r o u p 
Aust ra l ians for Reconci l ia t ion, led by F lora Macdona ld , 
organised a mos t interesting program o f activities within 
Canber ra and the T h a r w a Outward B o u n d Centre. F ive 
N P A m e m b e r s were a m o n g the 70 peop le w h o took part. 

A n Abor iginal Heri tage Officer wi th the Parks Service, dean freeman 
D e a n F r e e m a n , a n d s e v e r a l Ngunnawal  N g u n n a w a l p e o p l e 
accompan ied t w o bus loads o f part icipants w h o were all 
in teres ted in wa lk ing and ta lking the land. 

Sa turday w a s occupied wi th visi t ing an axe gr inding 
grooves site, a scarred trees site, a tool mak ing site and 
an ochre site, all wi th in the city boundary. 

After a barbecue meal at the Outward Bound Centre , 
people sat around the campfire and l istened to speakers, 
before go ing to bed. 

N e x t morn ing , peop le gathered in a large tent and 
shared their Life stories wi th each other. Mrs O'Shea, 
M r Wi l l i ams and Mat i lda House spoke o f their lives as 
children on Ho lywood Reserve , Yass. Other people spoke 
o f w h y they wan ted to b e involved in the reconcil iat ion 
process . 

T h e afternoon session ended with a smok ing ce remony 
conducted b y Mat i lda and the paint ing o f a banner to 
c o m m e m o r a t e the weekend . 

Fiona M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 

Namadgi National Park Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Project continued from page 10 
adjacent to the Yankee Hat carpark 
to a c c o m m o d a t e the 2000 Olympic 
Landcare seedlings to be planted in 
Spring. 

W a t e r q u a l i t y m o n i t o r i n g w a s 
ca r r i ed o u t b y G B R G v o l u n t e e r s 
u s i n g a b o r r o w e d W a t e r w a t c h ki t 
u n t i l J u n e ' 9 9 . I n t e r e s t i n t h i s 
a c t i v i t y w a s v e r y l o w a n d t h e 
p r o g r a m is n o l onge r car r ied out . 
Little or no var ia t ion in test results 
( indicat ing the p ines project is no t 
h a v i n g a d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t o n 
wate rways) m a y have contributed to 
the demise o f Waterwatch . 

W e m a y t r y t o a s s e s s s t r e a m 
qua l i t y n e x t S p r i n g b y c o l l e c t i n g 
m a c r o i n v e r t e b r a t e s u n d e r t h e 
AusRivas p rog ram. 

W a t e r q u a l i t y a s s e s s m e n t w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o b e u n d e r t a k e n o n 
s a m p l e s s e n t to E c o w i s e e v e r y 6 
months . Th i s wil l b e paid for b y the 
G B R G N H T funds. 

G r e e n C o r p s 
A G r e e n C o r p s M a j o r P r o j e c t in 
R o u n d 14 a n d R o u n d 17 fo r t h e 

G u d g e n b y B u s h regenera t ion area 
w a s ga ined wi th the suppor t o f the 
G u d g e n b y B u s h i e s a n d w e h a v e 
a p p l i e d f o r a s i m i l a r p r o j e c t in 
R o u n d 1 9 . T h e G r e e n C o r p s 
m e m b e r s g a i n e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
t raining whils t greatly assisting the 
project in the fol lowing activit ies: 
• t ree p lan t ing 
• rabbi t control 
• w o o d collection and splitting (for 

N N P ' s p icnic areas) 
• t rack construct ion 
• p ine wi ld ing control 
• fencing 
• w e e d identif icat ion and control 
• seed collect ion 
• p lan t propagat ion 
• b r o o m moni to r ing 

V o l u n t e e r s i n c l u d i n g t h e 
G u d g e n b y B u s h R e g e n e r a t i o n 
G r o u p I n c , N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , A C T Ven tu re r s , the 
N a m a d g i v o l u n t e e r p r o g r a m 
part ic ipants and others have b e e n 
respons ib le for mos t o f the seeding, 
weed control , plant propagat ion and 
pine w i ld ing remova l at Gudgenby 

a long wi th estabUshing transects for 
m o n i t o r i n g , s e t t i n g u p p h o t o 
moni tor ing sites, and he lp wi th an 
A N U research p rogram. Chris W e b b , 
an H o n o u r s s t u d e n t w i t h t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Fores t ry , A N U , is 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e i m p a c t o f 
kangaroos on seedl ing revegetat ion. 

In addition to the N H T grant, the 
Gudgenby Bush Regenera t ion g roup 
w e r e s u c c e s s f u l i n o b t a i n i n g an 
O l y m p i c L a n d c a r e g r a n t to p l an t 
2 0 0 0 s e e d l i n g s a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
Yankee Ha t carpark (the comple t ion 
of the plant ing wi l l coincide wi th the 
O l y m p i c t o r c h r e l a y e n t e r i n g 
Canberra) . 

T h a n k y o u t o a l l w h o h a v e 
c o n t r i b u t e d to t h i s , t h e b i g g e s t 
revegetation project o f its type in this 
region. Special t hanks to the co re 
g roup o f the G u d g e n b y Bushies w h o 
at tend the month ly workpar t ies and 
to staff and volunteers involved wi th 
the s lash burns. 

Steve W e l c h 
R a n g e r 



PARKWATCH 
Austra l ian a lps w a l k i n g track 
re-route 
In Apri l this y e a r w o r k c o m m e n c e d 
o n t h e 5 k m r e - r o u t e o f t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n A l p s W a l k i n g T r a c k 
( A A W T ) wi th in N a m a d g i Nat ional 
Park. T h e project , wh ich a imed to 
d iver t the t r a c k o f t w o re la t ive ly 
busy publ ic roads , w a s identified as 
a h i g h p r i o r i t y in t h e A A W T 
M a n a g e m e n t S t ra tegy , 1997 . T h e 
projec t r e c e i v e d r e c e i v e d f u n d i n g 
f rom the A u s t r a l i a n A l p s L ia i son 
Commi t tee and w a s ma tched b y a 
$10 000 f rom t h e A C T parks and 
Conserva t ion Se rv ice . 

M o r e than 9 0 % o f the n e w track is 
c o m p l e t e . T h e r e m a i n d e r wi l l b e 
c o m p l e t e d in S p r i n g w i t h t h e 
installation o f deck ing on a n u m b e r 
o f b r i d g e s t o g e t h e r w i t h t r a c k 
s ignage and appropr ia te markers . 
Th i s re-route b e t w e e n B o o r o o m b a 
Rocks carpark and the Honeysuck le 
C r e e k P l a t e a u t a k e s t h e A A W T 
a l ignment o f B o o r o o m b a R o a d and 
H o n e y s u c k l e R o a d . B y t ak ing the 
t r a c k o f f r o a d s t h e w a l k e r s 
experience and safety wil l b e great ly 
enhanced . 

T h e l o w e r 2 k m o f n e w t r a c k 
f o l l o w s a f o r m e r l y o v e r g r o w n , 
d isused 4 -whee l dr ive t rack w h i l e 
the top 3 k m o f the t rack has been 
benched in b y hand . It gent ly follows 
the na tu ra l c o n t o u r s o f the l a n d 
where possible to min imise drainage 
problems. Wate r divers ion bars have 
been installed a long the length o f the 
n e w al ignment w i t h ha rdwood steps 
l oca t ed in s t e e p e r a reas . S e v e r a l 
watercourses h a v e had footbr idges 
p laced o v e r t h e m wi th v e r y l i t t le 
d i s t u r b a n c e to t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . 
This not on ly p reven t s w e t feet bu t 
also impac t s on wa te r flow. 

T h e s o u r c i n g o f m a t e r i a l s w a s 
c a r e f u l l y p l a n n e d to o b t a i n a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y s o u n d o u t c o m e . 
T h e h a r d w o o d s t e p s a n d b r i d g e 
spans w e r e all sa lvaged from a n e w 
p o w e r l i n e e a s e m e n t tree c l ea r ing 
a c t i v i t y . T h e d e c k i n g f o r t h e 
8 footbr idges w a s obta ined f rom an 
Aust ra l ian firm, specia l is ing in the 
u s e o f m i l l w a s t e f r o m d u r a b l e 
eucalypt species tha t m a y otherwise 
no t be used . 

from the Alps, Spring 2000. 

Topographic m a p resurvey: 
3 r d edit ion 1:25000 m a p s 
T h e Land Informat ion Centre (LIC) 
is in the process o f resurveying the 
1:25000 m a p series c o m m o n l y used 
b y bushwalkers . T h e current edit ion 
m a p s are wel l k n o w n for m a r k i n g 
t o p o g r a p h y reasonab ly accurately, 
b u t m a n y fire t ra i ls and w a l k i n g 
t r a c k s a re e i the r n o t m a r k e d or 
comple te ly wrong . These errors are 
la rgely due to the m a p s be ing based 
o n g r o u n d s u r v e y s a n d a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h y d a t i n g b a c k t o t h e 
1970's . 

Recen t ly the L I C has c o m m e n c e d 
s u r v e y i n g for a 3 r d e d i t i o n m a p 
s e r i e s . T h e s e m a p s s h o u l d s ta r t 
appear ing in local m a p shops soon . 
T h e resurvey is based on n e w aerial 
pho tography and a smal l amoun t o f 
g round surveys. 

Compar ing the n e w maps to the 
old 2 n d edit ion the fol lowing changes 
can b e seen: 

• T h e y are on the G D A 9 4 d a t u m 
and not the o ld A G D 6 6 da tum. 
Th i s means the 1 k i lometre gr id 
marked on the m a p has changed . 
T h e di f ference is abou t 2 0 0 m . 
T h i s a l s o m e a n s t h a t g r i d 
references read f rom old m a p s 
wi l l not transfer correct ly to the 
n e w maps . (The n e w maps have 
the old A G D 6 6 da tum m a r k e d 
faintly on the margins , so you can 
r e a d old g r id r e f e r ences . T h i s 
m e a n s tha t f r o m n o w on y o u 
m u s t spec i fy f rom w h i c h m a p 
da tum a grid reference is taken 
to avoid confusion.) 

• T h e y are pr inted on glossy paper. 
• T h e c a d a s t r a l i n f o r m a t i o n is 

pr inted in m o r e detail . 
• T h e r e is a 1:25000 aerial pho to 

on the back, o f the full m a p area! 
• Roads and t racks and vegeta t ion 

b o u n d a r i e s s h o u l d b e m o r e 
accurate ly s h o w n . 

The Bushwalker, August 2000. 

H o o d e d p l o v e r s u n d e r c o v e r 
T h e Hooded Plover is a small wading 
bird found in coastal shallows, inlets 
and a long sandy beaches . T h e y are 
often ve ry difficult to spot amongs t 
the seaweed or the edge o f salt lakes. 

Dis tu rbance b y four whee l drives 
is a major threat to the survival of 
t hese b i rds . In e v e r y state excep t 
Victor ia , w h e r e it is i l legal to drive 
o n b e a c h e s , o f f - road v e h i c l e s on 
beaches have b e e n responsible for 
d e s t r o y i n g n e s t s . In the C o o r o n g 
region o f South Australia, a scientific 
su rvey has found that 8 7 % of nests 
w e r e run over b y off-road vehic les , 
d e s t r o y i n g e g g s a n d c h i c k s . 
W a n d e r i n g d o g s can also dis turb, 
c h a s e and k i l l f l igh t l e s s H o o d e d 
P love r chicks . 
Wildlife News, April-June 2000. 

So l o n g a n d t h a n k s for all the 
bee f 

Q u e e n s l a n d ' s B r i g a l o w B e l t 
s t re tches in a 350-ki lometre swathe 
f rom the N e w S o u t h Wales border 
n o r t h t o T o w n s v i l l e , a n d i s 
characterised b y A c a c i a harpophylla 
(br iga low) w o o d l a n d s . Only 2 .2% o f 
the area is protected in conservation 
reserves . 

W h i l e g r a z i n g p re s su re , t i m b e r 
cutt ing, inappropr ia te fire regimes 
and exotic w e e d s (mos t notor iously 
t h e p r i ck ly p e a r ) h a v e all p l a c e d 
stress on species and ecosystems o f 
this region the ball and chain is the 
ma jo r culprit . C lear ing us ing large 
bu l ldozers ha rnessed together wi th 
a ship's anchor cha in weighted by a 
g iant steel bal l has been a speciality 
o f t h e r e g i o n s i n c e t h e 1 9 6 0 s . 
Clear ing con t inues at around 2000 
squa re k i lome t re s per year, every 
year. 

Th i s has resul ted in the Br iga low 
Bel t n o w h a v i n g the largest number 
o f t h r e a t e n e d e c o s y s t e m s o f a n y 
Queens land b ioreg ion (70 out of a 
to ta l o f 163 v e g e t a t i o n types are 
cons idered threatened) , and some o f 
A u s t r a l i a ' s m o s t t h r e a t e n e d 
w o o d l a n d spec ies . Inc luded in the 
to l l is t h e n o r t h e r n h a i r y n o s e d 
w o m b a t , w h i c h has been reduced to 

continued on page 13 
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j u s t 70 an ima l s . E i g h t e e n r ep t i l e 
s p e c i e s a r e c o n s i d e r e d at r i s k , 
inc lud ing the pret ty go lden- ta i l ed 
g e c k o a n d A l l e n ' s l e r i s t a ( a 
burrowing skink that m a y soon h a v e 

: the dubious dist inction o f be ing t h e 
. first reptile extinction in Austra l ia ' s 
: h is tory) . 

Expans ion o f bee f fa rming is the 
: ma in excuse for clearing. 
: habitat Australia, August 2000. 
i 
| 
| G ive help, get a ho l iday 

Res iden t s o f M a g n e t i c I s l and a re 
offering the use o f their houses to 
C a n b e r r a n s p l e d g i n g s u p p o r t for 
their campa ign to save the W o r l d 
Her i tage listed is land. 

T h e is land is sur rounded by the 
T o w n s v i l l e - W h i t s u n d a y S t a t e 
Mar ine Park ( S M P ) , which in tu rn 
is su r rounded by the Great Bar r ie r 
R e e f M a r i n e Pa rk ( G B R M P ) . T h e 
is land is under threat f rom a h u g e 
c a n a l e s t a t e - s t y l e r e s i d e n t i a l / 
tour ism project involving excis ion o f 
par t o f the S M P and dredging in the 
G B R M P to provide spoil to bui ld the 
canal estate. 

F r i e n d s o f N e l l y B a y a r e 
chal lenging this deve lopment in the 
c o u r t s a n d t h e y n e e d f i n a n c i a l 
support . I f you can he lp wi th thei r 
legal costs , in re turn the Is landers 
have offered Canberrans the u se o f 
their h o m e s for hol idays. A n d y o u r 

d o n a t i o n w i l l b e t ax d e d u c t i b l e 
W e n d y T u b m a n , a f o r m e r 
Canber ran , has been here let t ing 
peop le k n o w w h a t is happening. 

I f y o u wou ld l ike to he lp , or jus t 
find ou t m o r e abou t w h a t i s go ing 
o n F r i e n d s o f N e l l y B a y h a v e a 
w e b s i t e : w w w . p o w e r u p . c o m . a u / 
- rod ju l i e / or you can contact W e n d y 
on < w t u b m an@ultra .net . au> 
Sustainable Times, August 2000 

Some reflections from the West continued fro\ 

as threatened - the woyl ie or b rush-
tai led bet tong, the quenda and the Tammar  
t a m m a r w a l l a b y - h a v e b e e n 
r e m o v e d f r o m t h e t h r e a t e n e d 
register. 1 

A s in o the r g r o w i n g c i t i e s , t h e 
remain ing areas o f s w a m p and b u s h 
a long the nar row coastal p la in nea r 
Per th are under immense pressures 
from development . It on ly takes m e 
about 15 minutes to dr ive sou th ou t 
o f the city. But I fear that b y the t ime 
I 'm ready to head back east in a f e w 
y e a r s i t w i l l t a k e s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
longer . Thankful ly na t ional p a r k s 
pro tec t some stretches o f sou the rn 
c o a s t l i n e - Y a l g o r u p b e t w e e n 
Yalgorup Mandurah and Bunbury and further 
sou th , L e e u w i n - N a t u r a l i s t e t h a t 
extends for 120 ki lometres b e t w e e n 
C a p e s L e e u w i n and N a t u r a l i s t e . 
T h e parks are often na r row —down 
to only 100 metres in places — bu t 
inc lude sections that are re la t ive ly 
wi ld and inaccessible. 

N a t i o n a l p a r k s t h i s y e a r 
celebrated their Western Aus t ra l ian 
centenary on N o v e m b e r 19, the day 
w h e n m o r e than 1500 hectares w a s 
proclaimed as Greenmount Nat ional 
Pa rk after the scarp on w h i c h i t l ies 
about 28 ki lometres east o f Per th . 
N o w compris ing 2676 hectares , i ts 
n a m e was changed to John For res t 
N a t i o n a l P a r k in 1947 af ter t h e 

d i s t ingu ished Wes te rn Aus t r a l i an 
explorer , su rvey-genera l , P r e m i e r 
and C o m m o n w e a l t h poli t ician. L ike 
the original nat ional parks in o ther 
states - Royal in N e w South Wales , 
Tower Hill in Victor ia and Bela i r in 
South Austra l ia - it was for m a n y 
years a national pa rk in n a m e only 
as i t con t inued to b e subjec ted to 
l o g g i n g , m i n i n g a n d w i l d f l o w e r 
c o l l e c t i o n . K a n g a r o o p a w w a s 
r e m o v e d f rom J o h n F o r r e s t a n d 
t ransplanted to Kings Park . 2 

I r o n i c a l l y , i t w a s a m a j o r 
deve lopmen t - the const ruct ion o f 
the second eastern ra i lway - tha t 
really brought the natural va lues o f 
the area to wider publ ic not ice , no t 
unl ike the more recent construct ion 
of the Gwydi r H i g h w a y in nor thern 
N S W that brought the beau ty o f the 
Gibral tar Range to public at tent ion 
and t h e dec la ra t ion o f a s i zeab le 
nat ional park. 

W h i l e the ex t rac t ive i n d u s t r i e s 
have n o w been r emoved from J o h n 
Forrest and the rail Line has b e e n 
closed, the park faces other threats 
b e c a u s e o f i t s p o p u l a r i t y a n d 
p rox imi ty to Perth. A sad e x a m p l e 
is the Eagle 's Nes t circuit wa lk ing 
t r a c k t h a t w a s c o n s t r u c t e d b y 
m e m b e r s o f the Per th Bushwalke r s ' 
C lub be tween 1993 and 1998 and 
h a s a l r e a d y b e c o m e s e v e r e l y 

g u t t e r e d in p l a c e s b y m o u n t a i n 
b ikes . This has b e c o m e an all-too-
c o m m o n sight on walk ing tracks and 
the d a m a g e is difficult and costly to 
r e p a i r . A s I w a l k e d t h i s t r a c k 
recent ly m y thoughts turned across 
the cont inent to Canber ra and our 
successfu l c a m p a i g n in la te 1996 
and early 1997 to s top the mountain 
b i k e c h a m p i o n s h i p s b e i n g h e l d 
d o w n the w e s t e r n faces o f B l a c k 
Moun ta in and M t Majura. 

T h e r e a re o n l y t w o p l a c e s for 
moun ta in bikes in bush areas — on 
formed roads or specially designated 
t r a c k s . In t r y i n g to c o n t r o l the 
p r o b l e m t h e g l i b , u n c o n v i n c i n g 
r e s p o n s e o f t e n h e a r d i s t h a t 
"educat ion is the key". Tha t is at 
b e s t ha l f a truth. T h e unfortunately 
significant n u m b e r o f irresponsible 
r i d e r s w i l l o n l y t a k e n o t i c e o f 
consis tent - and therefore costly -
pol ic ing with warn ings and fines. 

S t e p h e n Johns ton 

1 "Bush Telegraph" , pp 6 -7 in 
Landscape, Depar tmen t of 
Conse rva t ion and Land 
Management, Spring 2000. 

2 "Premier Park", pp 2 2 - 2 7 in 
Landscape, Depar tment of 
Conse rva t ion and Land 
Management, Spring 2000. 

http://www.powerup.com.au/
mailto:an@ultra.net


Book Review 
Tilting at Snowgums, b y M a r k 
O ' C o n n o r , p h o t o g r a p h s b y K l a u s 
Hueneke , Tab le top Press , 1996. R R P 
$19.95 inc GST. 

A l t h o u g h n o t n e w , Tilting at 
Snowgums is wor th drawing to the 
a t t e n t i o n o f N P A m e m b e r s . T h e 
author is a well k n o w n Canberra poet 
and the photographer is a well known 
C a n b e r r a w r i t e r , p h o t o g r a p h e r , 
publisher and N P A member . 

T h o s e m e m b e r s w h o l o v e t h e 
S n o w y M o u n t a i n s , in s u m m e r or 
w in t e r , w i l l f ind t h a t the p o e m s 
express m u c h o f w h a t they have felt 
w h i l e walk ing , sk i ing or work ing on 
hu t repairs, and wi l l a l low them to 
spend t ime at h o m e re l iv ing their 
exper iences . 

M a n y o f t h e p o e m s a r e w i d e -
rang ing and conta in e lements o f all 
exper iences , o f peop le , place, skiing, 
h is tory and so on; o thers are br ie f 
w o r d p ic tu res t h a t e n c a p s u l a t e a 
momen t ' s v i s ion or f leeting feeling. 
A l l a spec t s o f t h e m o u n t a i n s are 
covered: 
the geology, a t R a m s h e a d -
Faulted book-leaves of stone... 

at Coo leman G o r g e -
Water spurts from an old sea-bed ... 

the s t reams -
And the Snowy wriggling below 
like an ecstatic worm 
released prom months of stone... 

the wea the r -
Beneath a bruised sky in deep May... 

the first s n o w -
A shadow's negative 
lurking under a stone ... 

the f lowers -

Schools of silver snow daisies... 

the an imals -
a conspiracy of currawongs patter 
through the forest, 
their gold-ringed eyes like pirates' 
earrings 
their song, a low kettle-bubbling 
mischief... 

Abor ig ines -
Here the bodies came, unshod, in 
summer's warmth 
slept round the coals, with a 
possum skin cloak..., 

huts o f whi te p ioneers -
The wind and the rats gnaw, often 
in symphony, 
at this ragged cathedral... 
and m o d e r n deve lopments -
The "T"'s skidding anchors... 
full of figures strong from friendly 
gallows... 
they exult, while accountants 
rejoice... 

T h e final p o e m is "A Bal lad o f the 
M a n from S n o w y River", wri t ten to 
tell in n e w words an upda ted and 
fuller vers ion o f the story because 
t h e o r i g i n a l p o e m h a s g o n e o n 
g r o w i n g in t h e i m a g i n a t i o n o f 
Aust ra l ians . 

T h e p h o t o g r a p h s are m a i n l y o f 
n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s , b u t h u t s a n d 
p e o p l e a r e d e p i c t e d , t o o . T h e 
co loured photographs are g rouped 
i n t w o b a t c h e s , p r o b a b l y f o r 
p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n s , a n d t h e 
a r r a n g e m e n t i s a e s t h e t i c a l l y 
sat isfying. A few b lack and whi te 
p h o t o g r a p h s are scat tered a m o n g 
t h e p o e m s a n d i n c l u d e s o m e o f 
h i s to r i c in teres t . A l l are v i sua l l y 
p l eas ing and s o m e satisfy as w o r k s 
o f art. Wi th the p o e m s , they m a k e 
this a book to be opened again and 
again . 

I h o p e that the g l i m p s e I h a v e 
g i v e n y o u is e n o u g h to m a k e y o u 
s e e k a longer, fuller look. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Only about 20 copies of this book are 
still stocked by Tabletop Press and 
can be ordered direct. Tabletop Press 
also distributes some 200 titles by 
other publishers. With a strong focus 
on the Canberra and Monaro region, 
titles in the latest booklist are listed 
for easy reference under 10 
headings, including Bushwalking I 
Bushcraft I Camping Places! 
Guides / National Parks i First 
Aid; Canberra and Local Region; 
and History and Heritage of the 
High Country. A copy of the list can 
be obtained from Tabletop Press, 
2 Lambell Close, Palmerston, ACT 
2913, telephone (02) 6242 0995. 

Poems 
O n some of Jud i th Webster ' s t ravels 
in the last y e a r or so , b i rds h a v e 
made a m e m o r a b l e impress ion . T h e 
first w a s on a b i rd watching/wildl i fe 
safari in South Africa and the second 
occas ion w a s c lose r to h o m e — on 
Magnet ic Is land. 

Birthday birds 

On thirtieth September... 

With pale wing sweep 
Three Blue Cranes flew 
And in the sky 
A halo drew 

They floated down 
To land with care 
Soft grey-blue 
Their plumage rare 

Dark fringed wings 
They lifted high 
In graceful pose... 
We could but sigh! 

Long black tails 
Shimmer and shake. 
Three Blue Cranes 
My birthday make... 

A day to remember! 

The Jekyll and Hyde ofMagnetic 
Island! 

Sedate and quiet he steps about the 
shopping mall. 
Elegant in tasteful dress -
Subdued yet of artistic design. 
Should you approach 
His pace will quicken and, head down 
in timid deference, 
he'll hurry away. 

BUT! 
Come night... 
He stalks the garden plots 
Emits a plaintive, eerie call. 
Louder and louder 
Inciting his evil clones 
To fearful chorus -
Blood curdling! 
Spine chilling! 
Frail mortals tremble in their homes (!?) 
Desperate and hysterical the cries 
intensify 
An occult babble erupts. 
Then silence. 

How strange and bizarre...this bird 
Bush Stone Curlew 
Feathered friend or fiend? 



Escapism 
The black of night is slowly seen off 
by the flat light o f a new day. Points 
of light merge into the blue-grey o f 
an ever-changing sky as wispy high 
c l o u d s g r a d u a l l y a s s u m e t h e 
colours o f a rose garden. 
Wi th the improv ing l ight c o m e s 
bet ter visibil i ty. Crunchy, w h i t e 
grass and foggy brea th conf i rm 
w h a t other senses have suspected 
for some t ime . 

N o other creature is abroad at 
this hour. Perhaps the residents o f 
the wild take such experiences as 
this for granted. Then again, maybe 
w e humans are the ones w h o have 
been deprived for too long. 

T h e b u s i n e s s o f d a w n m u s t 
eventual ly end . I turn m y m i n d 
and senses to m y surroundings on 
Grassy Creek , in the far sou th o f 
N a m a d g i Nat ional Park. 

In t i m e s g o n e , t h i s v a l l e y 
s u p p o r t e d ru ra l f a m i l i e s , a n d 
b e f o r e t h e m A b o r i g i n a l c l a n s . 
A b u n d a n t g r a s s for s t o c k a n d 
kangaroos , plentiful clear wa te r 
and space to expand m u s t h a v e 
p roved t empt ing indeed for those 
free-spirited individuals w h o l ived 
before the ordered and invas ive 
d a y s o f t h e l a t e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y . 
T h o m a s a n d M a r y J a n e 
Westerman ' s humble h o m e s t e a d 
wi th its ornate barge boards and 
f l o w e r i n g g a r d e n b e d s te l l s o f 
people w h o considered this va l ley 
very m u c h their home . 

C l e a r a n d c a l m d a y s a r e a 
pa r t i cu l a r de l igh t . B e s i d e s the 
occas iona l , ce lebra t ing m a g p i e , 
t h e o n l y s o u n d i s t h a t f a i n t 
m u r m u r m a d e b y t h e p r i m a l 
forces w h i c h exist all a round . T h e 
g radua l m a r c h o f s h a d o w s a n d 
scurrying of ants combine to m a k e 
t h e o n l y d i s c e r n i b l e m o t i o n . 
Meanwhi le , the ever w a r m i n g sun 
brings life and relaxes t ired souls . 
In such a threat-free env i ronment 
i t can b e difficult to conceive o f life 
in any o ther way. 

Gently, the leaves stir, g iv ing m e 
pause to focus on things o f a larger 
scale . T h e sky is n o w laced w i t h 
cirrus and a distinct chill enters 
the valley. T h e weather is abou t 
to change and so is m y at t i tude, 

for above all e lse , these h igh val leys 
d e m a n d respect . Wi th in a few hours 
m y p e a c e f u l e s c a p e c o u l d b e 
t ransformed into an ordeal - leaden 
sk ies a top t runcated hi l l s , spawning 
d e a f e n i n g w i n d s w h i c h th rea ten to 
u p r o o t e v e r y t r ee in s i gh t . Jus t a s 
quickly, h o r i z o n t a l r a in can turn to 
s n o w . To w a t c h s u c h c h a n g e s , a n d 
w o n d e r at the forces w h i c h generate 
t h e m is one o f life's great privileges. 

One can only speculate at the activity 
that such changes wou ld generate in 
people such as the Westermans. Torn 

between preservation o f personal well-
being and tending stock, many a cold 
night mus t have been spent in the 
upper reaches of this valley, away from 
a comforting fire and a warm meal. 

M a n y cycles o f sun and m o o n have 
passed in the valley o f Grassy Creek. 
Each wi tnesses s o m e change , small 
t h o u g h it m a y b e . D e s p i t e t h e s e 
changes , the endur ing features o f 
the va l l ey are re l iably present each 
t ime I visi t . This guaran teed escape 
e x p e r i e n c e m a k e s th i s one o f m y 
favouri te places. 

M a r t i n Chalk 

Calendar 
Act iv i ty D e c J a n F e b M a r 

Committee meeting Thu7 T h u l T h u l 

Environment Sub-committee 1 T h u l 4 Thu8 Thu8 

General meet ing T h u l 5 T h u l 5 

Gudgenby Regenerat ion 2 Sat9 SatlO SatlO 

Bulleting Working Group 3 Tue6 

Christmas Party SunlO 

A C T Alive 4 M o n l 2 

High Plains and Mountain Tops 5 FriS 

F u r t h e r Deta i l s 

1. Dav id L a r g e 6291 4 8 3 0 2 . Yankee H a t carpark 10am E l e a n o r Stodar t 
6281 5004 or S y d Comfor t 6286 2578 3. Syd Comfor t 6286 2 5 7 8 
4. Out ings P r o g r a m 5. Mar t in Chalk exhibi t ion at Namadg i Vis i to r Centre 

General meetings 
Thursday 19th April 2001 
Southern Nat iona l P a r k s Large a n d Smal l 
Dr. T o n y F l e m i n g , D i r ec to r o f N S W N a t i o n a l Parks and Wi ld l i f e Serv ice 
Southern Directora te . 
T h e Southern Directorate o f the Service manages 1800sqkm of Parks extending 
f rom jus t sou th o f Wol longong to the Victor ian boarder and pas t A lbu ry in the 
w e s t to the coast . A s an ou tcome of the Southern Forests Dec i s ion more than 
318 OOOha wil l soon b e added to the reserve sys tem. Dr. FTeming will talk 
about the m a n a g e m e n t o f this diverse and expand ing sys tem of nat ional parks. 

Thursday 15th March 2001 
T h r e e mi le s a b o v e the Si lk R o a d 
Francis L a w r e n c e will talk about a recent tr ip to Mus tag-Ata Mounta in in 
Xinj iang P rov ince o f Western China. Francis h a s visited m a n y mounta inous 
regions a round the wor ld , where as well the moun ta ins he takes a keen interest 
in the natural and cultural history o f these often-remote p laces . 

Thursday 15th February 2001 
L e g a l Eag le s for the environment . 
Melissa Honner, the solicitor from the A C T Environmental Defender 's Office will 
speak on the EDO's role in environmental protection and advocacy in the ACT. 
T h e E D O prov ides independent legal aid on envi ronmenta l i s sues to the A C T 
and sur rounding N S W community . It also has p layed a s t rong ro le in legal 
educat ion and legal re form of environmental legislat ion in the ACT. 



National Parks Association (ACT) 
New members welcome 

Mick Kelly crosses Cave Creek in Nicoli Gorge during an 
NPA pack walk in October 2000. 
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