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From the President: annual report 
The pas t 12 m o n t h s h a s seen the 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion o f the 
A C T cont inue a h igh level o f activity 
in p u r s u i t o f i t s c o n s e r v a t i o n 
objectives and the provis ion o f we l l -
o r g a n i s e d o u t i n g s a n d t a l k s 
programs for m e m b e r s . 
The m e m b e r s h i p o f the associat ion 
remains steady. 

A t the last A G M it w a s p leas ing to 
we lcome Nevi l le Esau, Steven Fors t 
and Dav id La rge to the Commi t t ee . 
W h i l e m a n y C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 
w e r e a b s e n t f r o m C a n b e r r a a t 
var ious t imes dur ing the year, only 
one m e e t i n g h a d to be rescheduled 
and I thank Commit tee members for 
t h e i r c o o p e r a t i o n . O u r o f f i c e 
manager, Dianne Hastie, resigned in 
March and i t w a s dec ided to run the 
o f f i c e u s i n g v o l u n t e e r s . T h e 
T r e a s u r e r h a s i n t r o d u c e d a n e w 
comprehens ive account ing sys tem, 
whi ls t insurance for those m e m b e r s 
carrying out activit ies on beha l f o f 
the N P A is be ing invest igated. 

Financial s u p p o r t 
The N P A has received substantial 
financial support from Envi ronment 
A C T : in June 1999 w e rece ived a 
g ran t for $ 2 6 2 5 0 for p ro jec t s o n 
conservat ion m a n a g e m e n t o f A C T 
parks and o ther publ ic lands. 

Th i s J u n e w e w e r e a w a r d e d a 
g r a n t f o r $ 2 8 0 0 0 , f o r s i m i l a r 
projects. 

Promot iona l activit ies 

T h e 4 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f N P A 
r e c e i v e d m e d i a c o v e r a g e a n d 
s t imulated c o m m u n i t y in teres t in 
the NPA. Other major p romot iona l 
activities w e r e a staffed display at 
A C T A l i v e a n d t h e W o r l d 
Env i ronment D a y Fair. 

The NPA Bulletin w o r k i n g g roup 
produced th ree Bulletins and a slim, 
specia l w r a p p e d a r o u n d the 4 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y Supplement, a n d 
ach ieved s o m e reduc t ions in cos t . 
T h e Supplement t e a m g a v e u s a 
wonderfu l o v e r v i e w o f the las t 4 0 
y e a r s a n d r e f r e s h e d m a n y 
m e m o r i e s . M y thanks to all those 
involved w i th the Bulletin this year. 

Genera l meet ings 
Eigh t general mee t ings w e r e he ld 
d u r i n g t h e y e a r , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
m e m o r a b l e 4 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
c e l e b r a t i o n . G u e s t s p e a k e r s , 
arranged by Len Haskew and myself, 
gave grea t ta lks on the Sou the rn 
F o r e s t s , t h e N g u n n a w a l p e o p l e , 
Greening Australia, Wingecarrib.bee 
Swamp, Alp ine frogs, and weeds in 
the Southeas t Reg ion . A t the July 
general meet ing a forum was he ld on 
Gudgenby Homestead . 

Outings 
T h e Out ings Sub-commit tee again 
offered N P A m e m b e r s a wonderfu l 
range o f activities in wh ich to take 
part , including a real ly special wa lk 
in M o n g a S ta te F o r e s t and a car 
c a m p to Coo lah Tops . Thanks g o to 
the ou t ings l eaders and c o n v e n e r 
M a x Lawrence . 

Hands-on conservat ion act ivi ty in 
t h e l a s t 1 2 m o n t h s f o c u s e d o n 
part icipat ion in the Gudgenby B u s h 
Regenerat ion Group , wi th activit ies 
i n c l u d i n g f e n c e b u i l d i n g , w o o d y 
w e e d removal and t ree plant ing. 

E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commit tee 
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t S u b - c o m m i t t e e 
w a s convened b y Nevi l le Esau unti l 
A p r i l a n d t h e n b y D a v i d L a r g e . 
Fol lowing Government development 
proposals for G u d g e n b y Homes t ead 
in 1999, a paper on the ecological 
restorat ion o f the Gudgenby Val ley 
w a s deve loped and this led to the 
d e b a t e o n t h e u s e o f G u d g e n b y 
Homes tead . In conjunction wi th our 
e n v i r o n m e n t g r a n t projec ts the re 
was cont inuing discussion on project 
developments , and a number o f field 
tr ips were under taken: four to A C T 
p i n e f o r e s t s , o n e t o N a m a d g i 
National Pa rk and one to the L o w e r 
Molonglo R ive r Corridor. 

T h e a s s o c i a t i o n p r e p a r e d 
submiss ions on the draft G u d g e n b y 
V a l l e y R e c r e a t i o n Study, a n d o n 
d r a f t a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e 1 9 9 8 
Bushfire Fuel M a n a g e m e n t Plan. 

T h e NPA's Resea rch Officer, R a y 
Polglaze, assisted b y m e m b e r s o f the 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b - c o m m i t t e e , 
c o m p l e t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
submiss ions: 

• Envi ronmenta l F l o w Guidel ines 
a n d t h e W a t e r R e s o u r c e s 
M a n a g e m e n t Plan; 

• the Draft A C T Budge t for 2000-
2001 ; 

• c o m m e n t s o n T e r r i t o r y P l a n 
Variat ion 89 ; 

• Lower M o l o n g l o River Corr idor 
Final Draft Plan o f Management . 

T h e las t t w o w e r e p r o d u c e d i n 
conjunction w i t h the Conserva t ion 
C o u n c i l a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
s u b m i s s i o n o n the Draf t B u d g e t , 
involved giving presentations before 
the A C T H o u s e o f A s s e m b l y Urban 
Services Commi t t ee . 

M y thanks to Research Officer R a y 
Po lg laze , to C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , 
P a s t P r e s i d e n t E l e a n o r S t o d a r t , 
Secretary M a x Lawrence , Treasurer 
M i k e Smi th , J a c q u i C o l e , Nev i l l e 
E s a u , S t e v e n F o r s t a n d D a v i d 
Large . 

In conclusion I wish to thank all 
m e m b e r s f o r t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g 
s u p p o r t o f t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion o f the ACT. 

Clive Hur l s tone 

Annual general 
meeting 
A t the annual genera l mee t ing held 
on 17thAugust , the fol lowing office­
bearers were elected: 
President: C l i v e H u r l s t o n e , Vice 
President: D a v i d Large , Secretary: 
Len Haskew, Treasurer: M i k e Smi th 

Steven Forst, Judy Kelly, Eleanor 
Stodart, M a x Lawrence and Timothy 
Wal sh were e lec ted as C o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s . C l i v e H u r l s t o n e ' s 
President's Repor t is printed in this 
Bulletin. In the absence o f Treasurer 
M i k e Smith, David Large moved that 
t h e a u d i t e d f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s b e 
accepted and this motion was carried. 
A motion o f appreciation o f the work 
o f the 1999 President and Committee 
was also passed. 

Judy Kel ly and Phi l B u b b gave a 
v e r y interest ing presenta t ion on an 
N P A c a r c a m p a t C o o l a h T o p s , 
i l l u s t r a t e d b y a s e r i e s o f s l i d e s 
s h o w n b y D a v i d Ke l ly . M e m b e r s 
then enjoyed a g luhwein supper i n 
w h a t has b e c o m e establ ished as an 
N P A tradit ion. 



Lower Molonglo River Corridor 
Publ ic hear ing on draft 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n 

O n Ju ly 14, representa t ives o f the 
N a t i o n a l Pa rks A s s o c i a t i o n ( N P A ) 
and the Conserva t ion Counci l o f the 
S o u t h Eas t R e g i o n and C a n b e r r a 
( C C S E R A C ) a p p e a r e d b e f o r e the 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e on P l a n n i n g 
a n d U r b a n S e r v i c e s to p r e s e n t , 
e x p l a i n a n d d e f e n d the i r wr i t t en 
s u b m i s s i o n o n t h e F i n a l D r a f t 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n for the L o w e r 
M o l o n g l o R i v e r C o r r i d o r . T h e y 
i n c l u d e d C l i v e H u r l s t o n e , R o d 
Gr i f f i ths , N i c o l a D a v i e s and R a y 
Polg laze . 

A l s o a p p e a r i n g a t t h i s p u b l i c 
h e a r i n g w e r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T ( i n c l u d i n g the 
Director , Dr Co l in Adr i an ) a n d the 
A C T Susta inable Rural Land Group 
Inc . reflecting the v i ews o f a group o f 
r u r a l l e a s e h o l d e r s . D e s p i t e t h e 
demons t ra ted n e e d for protect ion o f 
t h i s i m p o r t a n t p i e c e o f t h e A C T 
e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d d e s p i t e t h e 
e x c e l l e n c e o f t h e j o i n t N P A -
C C S E R A C w r i t t e n s u b m i s s i o n , 
ne i the r E n v i r o n m e n t A C T nor the 
major i ty o f the a t tending members 
o f the S tanding Commi t t ee appeared 
sympathe t ic to the N P A - C C S E R A C 
presenta t ion. 

T h e L o w e r M o l o n g l o River Corridor 
( L M R C ) i s a n a r e a c o n t a i n i n g 
s i g n i f i c a n t n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t 
va lues . These inc lude the nat ional ly 
vulnerable pink-tai led legless lizard, 
Pomaderis pallida p lan t s , l ichens , 
and a n u m b e r o f threa tened species 
s u c h as the M a c q u a r i e perch , t w o 
species o f b i rds (pa in ted honeyeater 
a n d b r o w n t r e e c r e e p e r ) , cu l tu ra l 
her i tage va lues and impor tan t fossil 
si tes. 

T h e impor tance o f the L M R C site, 
t h e t h r e a t s to i t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
v a l u e s a n d t h e m a n a g e m e n t 
p ro tec t ion r equ i red are a m o n g the 
i ssues addressed in the detai led and 
c o m p l e x s u b m i s s i o n b y N P A and 
C C S E R A C . T h i s d o c u m e n t o f 2 7 
s e c t i o n s Betting o u t 1 3 4 s p e c i f i c 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a l s o i n c l u d e s a 
l eng thy b ib l iography and maps . The 
s u b m i s s i o n is a m o d e l o f careful 
r e s e a r c h , t hough t fu l ana lys i s a n d 
conc lus ions de se rv ing sympathe t ic 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . D r a f t e d b y R a y 
Po lg l aze , NPA's R e s e a r c h Officer, 
and rev iewed by senior personnel o f 
the N P A and C C S E R A C , the paper 
is too long to rev iew here in detail, 
bu t a few o f its significant points can 
b e summar i sed . 

T h e pr incipal i s sue in the NPA-
C C S E R A C s u b m i s s i o n i s t h a t 
impor tan t envi ronmenta l va lues o f 
t h e L M R C a r e n o t a d e q u a t e l y 
identified or provided for in the Final 
D r a f t M a n a g e m e n t P l a n . A n 
Integrated M a n a g e m e n t Stra tegy is 
cal led for, based on the principle that 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f t h e n a t u r a l 
envi ronment should take precedence 
over publ ic use o f the area, such as 
r ec rea t ion . A we l l -de f ined na tu re 
r e s e r v e s h o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h e d 
i m m e d i a t e l y u n d e r t h e Te r r i to ry 
P l a n a n d m a n a g e d as a r e s e r v e 
rather than under rural leases. Such 
a r e s e r v e a n d s t r a t e g y s h o u l d 
inc lude sub-catchment managemen t 
for fire protection and control o f feral 
animals , and w o u l d e m b o d y a plan 
for survey, research, and monitoring. 
I t i s r e c o g n i s e d t h a t i n c r e a s e d 
f u n d i n g for m a n a g e m e n t w i l l b e 
required. 

T h e p r o p o s e d s e t o f 
r ecommenda t ions wi th in the NPA-
C C S E R A C submiss ion is in sharp 
cont ras t to v a g u e l anguage in the 
F i n a l D r a f t M a n a g e m e n t P l a n , 
l anguage that l eaves a n u m b e r o f 
pol icy issues unresolved. To take jus t 
o n e e x a m p l e , t h a t o f r o a d s and 
t r a c k s , t h e N P A - C C S E R A C 
s u b m i s s i o n l i s t s 12 s p e c i f i c 
p r o p o s a l s dea l ing w i th roads and 
w a l k i n g t r a c k s t h a t n e e d to b e 
incorporated wi thin a revised draft 
p l a n o f m a n a g e m e n t fo r 
envi ronmenta l protect ion. 

T h e t h r e a t s to e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
va lues and the n e e d for increased 
c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t in t h e 
p r o c e s s o f p o l i c y f o r m a t i o n a n d 
managemen t o f a n e w L M R C Nature 
R e s e r v e w e r e a m o n g the principal 
points raised b y representa t ives o f 
N P A and C C S E R A C . At tent ion was 
d r a w n to the omiss ion o f control o f 
recrea t ion activit ies tha t threaten 
envi ronmenta l va lues together wi th 
the lack o f detai led m a p s set t ing out 

Lower Molonglo Corridor. 
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c o n s e r v a t i o n z o n e s . F i n a l l y t h e 
absence o f p lans for mon i to r ing and 
resea rch w a s a ma t te r o f concern . 
T h e process in the deve lopmen t o f 
the Final Draft M a n a g e m e n t Plan 
w a s said to b e too narrow, hence a 
S p e c i f i c C o n s u l t a t i o n G r o u p i s 
r e c o m m e n d e d to provide a fo rum for 
discussion a m o n g s takeholders wi th 
differing points o f view. 

T h e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e a n d 
t h o s e a t tending the pub l i c hear ing 
a l s o h e a r d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T a n d t h e 
leaseholders w h o presented v iews on 
the Final Draft M a n a g e m e n t Plan 
a n d t o t h e N P A - C C S E R A C 
submiss ion. Dr. Adr ian reported that 
e i g h t s u b m i s s i o n s on L M R C h a d 
b e e n r e c e i v e d , a n d f o u n d b r o a d 
c o n s e n s u s a m o n g t h e m . H e s a w 
s o m e va lue in the N P A - C C S E R A C 
s u b m i s s i o n , r e c o g n i s e d s o m e 
m o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e p l a n o f 
m a n a g e m e n t w a s poss ib l e , bu t as 
the re w a s little ev idence to indicate 
ser ious p rob lems wi th the exis t ing 
m a n a g e m e n t o f the L M R C b y the 
l e a s e h o l d e r s , h e f o r e s a w a 
cont inuat ion o f the status quo . 

D i s c u s s i o n a m o n g t h e v a r i o u s 
organisat ional representa t ives and 
commi t t ee m e m b e r s cent red on: 
• un reso lved b o u n d a r y i s sues tha t 

Dr. Adr ian said wil l b e subject to 
future negot iat ions; 

• t h e fears o f rura l l e a s e h o l d e r s 
w h o f e a r e d u n n e c e s s a r y 
interference in the mat te r o f fire 
haza rds , fenc ing a n d cont ro l o f 
feral animals; 

• p o l i c y a n d m a n a g e m e n t o f 
grazing; and 

• t h e h i g h cos t o f i m p l e m e n t i n g 
environmental recommendat ions . 

continued on page 5 



The great swamp robbery 
February's guest speaker was David 
Tranter - foundation member of the 
NSW NPA, member of their 
Southern Highlands Branch and 
long-time swamp watcher. His topic 
was S w a m p Disas te r and he spoke 
with great knowledge of and 
enthusiasm for one of his treasured 
(but badly damaged) places -
Wingecarribee Swamp. David 
illustrated his address with some 
very compelling slides. 

"Wingecarribee S w a m p is ( w a s ? ) 
l oca t ed a b o u t 1 3 k m east o f M o s s 
V a l e ( N S W ) a n d 3 k m w e s t o f 
R o b e r t s o n . I t w a s a c q u i r e d b y 
S y d n e y W a t e r in 1993. T h e wes te rn 
h a l f o f t h e o r i g i n a l s w a m p w a s 
i n u n d a t e d i n 1 9 7 0 to c r e a t e t h e 
W i n g e c a r r i b e e R e s e r v o i r a n d 
another sec t ion o f the s w a m p has 
been m i n e d for p e a t for a b o u t 20 
y e a r s . P e a t w a s w i d e l y u s e d i n 
hor t icul ture as a pot t ing m i x and 
soil condit ioner , bu t nowadays by ­
produc ts o f the coconut indust ry or 
o rgan ic po t t ing mixes are preferred 
b y users such as the Royal Botan ic 
G a r d e n s - b u t e v e n s o , m i n i n g 
con t inued unti l 1998 w h e n it w a s 
hal ted b y an in ter im conservat ion 
order. 

N S W N P A had long recognised the 
conservat ion va lues and impor tan t 
n a t u r a l f u n c t i o n s o f t h e 
W i n g e c a r r i b e e S w a m p , v igo rous ly 
o p p o s i n g t h e m i n i n g l e a s e a n d 
sugges t ing tha t the Wingecar r ibee 
Wet lands shou ld b e gazet ted as a 

nature reserve. T h e s w a m p o f320ha 
is the largest mon tane pea t l and in 
A u s t r a l i a a n d i t s i m p o r t a n c e i s 
recognised internat ional ly because 
o f its h igh diversi ty o f p lant species 
and c o m m u n i t i e s . A t l ea s t t h r ee 
e n d a n g e r e d p l a n t spec i e s can b e 
found, i n c l u d i n g the y e l l o w l o o s e 
strife wh ich is only found e lsewhere 
in eas te rn A s i a a n d J a p a n . T h i s 
w i d e d i s p e r s i o n i s a t t r i bu t ed to 
L a t h a m ' s s n i p e w h i c h v i s i t s t h e 
area in summer . I t is a lso a habi ta t 
for the giant d ragon fly w h i c h has a 
w ing span o f abou t 1 4 0 m m and a 
b o d y as th ick as a finger. It is a rel ic 
o f the Jurass ic per iod dat ing b a c k 
about 190 mil l ion years . T h e pea t 
in the s w a m p is a va luab le historic 
r e co rd as t h e depos i t s con t a in a 
1 5 0 0 0 - y e a r r e c o r d o f e a r l i e r 
cl imates, vegeta t ion and Abor iginal 
history. T h e area is also listed on the 
Register o f the Nat ional Estate. 

T h e w e e k e n d o f 8 -9 A u g u s t 1998 
saw h e a v y s to rms in the area and 
a f t e r o n e d o w n p o u r D a v i d w a s 
w o k e n b y a ne ighbour and taken to 
see great is lands o f pea t f loat ing in 
t h e r e s e r v o i r . T h e b u f f e r z o n e 
be tween the dredge p o n d and the 
reservoir had been b reached and a 
c h a n n e l f o r m e d a l l o w i n g l a r g e 
amounts o f pea t and vegeta t ion to 
reach the reservoir. It appeared to 
Dav id tha t the ent ire b a s e o f the 
s w a m p h a d b u r s t a n d c o l l a p s e d 
v e r t i c a l l y a n d h a d b e e n w a s h e d 
d o w n s t r e a m b y t h e f o r c e o f t h e 

water. Al l that was left o f the s w a m p 
h a d u n d e r g o n e d r a s t i c p h y s i c a l 
change. T h e formerly relatively level 
su r face is n o w c r a c k e d and w i t h 
fissures four or five metres deep. The 
hydrological ba lance o f the area has 
been des t royed as a deep channe l 
n o w runs through w h a t i s left o f the 
swamp, draining no t only the swamp 
but sur rounding farmlands into the 
once near-prist ine reservoir . 

D a v i d d o e s n o t t h i n k i t wi l l b e 
possible to res tore the wet land to its 
previous state, but , never theless , he 
bel ieves the area still has impor tant 
a n d u n i q u e e c o l o g i c a l a n d 
environmental va lues wh ich require 
d e t e r m i n e d p r o t e c t i o n . D a v i d 
b e l i e v e s t h a t n o t o n l y a r e s u c h 
m e a s u r e s v i t a l , b u t t h e y c a n b e 
ach i eved i f g o v e r n m e n t agenc i e s , 
l o c a l c o u n c i l s , n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
o rgan i sa t ions a n d t h e c o m m u n i t y 
cooperate and w o r k w i t h a c o m m o n 
purpose, 

D a v i d ' s a d d r e s s r e i n f o r c e d t h e 
n e e d f o r an i n n o v a t i v e a n d 
i m p r o v e d c a t c h m e n t - e c o s y s t e m -
h u m a n i n t e r a c t i o n a p p r o a c h t o 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t . N o 
mat te r h o w s tab le o r res i l ient an 
e c o s y s t e m m a y a p p e a r to b e , t h e 
W i n g e c a r r i b b e e S w a m p D i s a s t e r 
graphica l ly i l lus t ra tes tha t there is 
a l imit w h i c h c a n n o t be e x c e e d e d 
wi thou t the poss ibi l i ty o f disast rous 
results . 

L e n H a s k e w 

Lower Molonglo 
T h e m o s t bas ic and controversial 

i s s u e d i s c u s s e d , h o w e v e r , w a s 
whe the r m a n a g e m e n t o f the L M R C 
is b e t t e r l e f t t o l e a s e h o l d e r s o r 
s h o u l d b e m a n a g e d b y t h e 
c o m m u n i t y w i t h i n c r e a s e d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n . T w o 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , 
C h a i r m a n H a r o l d Hi rd and D a v e 
Rugendyke , failed to see the need for 
addit ional c o m m u n i t y consul ta t ion 
a n d w e r e o p p o s e d to a d d i t i o n a l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s o n l e a s e h o l d e r s w h o 
w e r e said to b e do ing a good j o b in 
m a n a g i n g t h e a r e a b e t t e r a n d 
cheaper than the government could. 

River Corridor -
T h e third m e m b e r o f the S tanding 
C o m m i t t e e , S i m o n C o r b e l l , 
a t t e n d e d t h e e a r l y p a r t o f t h e 
hear ing bu t w a s not present dur ing 
the later d iscuss ion. 

In his final s ta tement in response 
to the N P A - C C S E R A C submiss ion , 
Dr. A d r i a n exp re s sed sat isfact ion 
wi th the w a y the area w a s b e i n g 
managed at present wi th only minor 
mod i f i ca t i ons in i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
plans be ing needed . H e conc luded 
that the A C T Commiss ione r for the 
E n v i r o n m e n t cou ld e x a m i n e a n y 
envi ronmenta l p rob lems ar is ing in 
the future. 

itinued from page 4 

All in all, a disappointing outcome for 
the Lower Molonglo River Corridor and 
for NPA and C C S E R A C which had put 
forth such a major effort in carefully 
drafting the submission and preparing 
for the hearing. Those interested in 
reading h o w a L M R C Nature Reserve 
should be established and managed are 
welcome to consult the NPA-CCSERC 
submission. Without increased public 
s u p p o r t for t h e e n v i r o n m e n t as 
expressed in specific campaigns for 
threatened areas such as the Lower 
Molonglo R i v e r Corridor, f u tu r e 
disappointments can b e expected. 

D a v i d E . P fanner 



Frog declines in the Australian High Country 
B y Wi l l Osborne 

A p p l i e d E c o l o g y R e s e a r c h G r o u p 
and Cooperat ive Research Centre for 
F re shwa te r Ecology, Un ive r s i ty o f 
Canber ra . 

Dr Osborne prepared this article 
following an address he gave to the 
May general meeting of the 
association. 

T h e rapidly g rowing l ist o f frogs, 
•which have suffered f rom populat ion 
decl ines , and ext inct ions , has raised 
cons iderable internat ional concern . 
Whi l e the decline o f s o m e species has 
b e e n at tr ibuted direct ly to the loss 
o f habitat , m a n y d isappearances o f 
a m p h i b i a n s h a v e o c c u r r e d i n 
a p p a r e n t l y u n d i s t u r b e d hab i t a t s , 
part icular ly at high al t i tudes. In our 
r e g i o n , u n e x p l a i n e d d e c l i n e s and 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s o f f r o g s h a v e 
occur red at higher e leva t ions in the 
Br indabel la and B imber i Range and 
in the S n o w y Mounta ins . Fai lure to 
read i ly identify the cause o f these 
dec l ines has led to specula t ion as to 
w h e t h e r they are the resul t o f long-
t e r m n a t u r a l c y c l e s , p o p u l a t i o n 
f luctuat ions or are a s ign o f s o m e 
f o r m o f h u m a n i m p a c t o n 
amphib ians . In the A C T region, the 
m e m b e r s o f the Green and Golden 
Be l l F r o g c o m p l e x (Litoria aurea, 
L.raniformis and L.castanea), large 
a n d c o n s p i c u o u s f rogs a s soc i a t ed 
w i t h w e l l - v e g e t a t e d w e t l a n d s 
d isappeared in about 1980 . A t this 
t i m e t h e A l p i n e T r e e F r o g 
(L.vereauxii alpina ) a n d t h e 
C o r r o b o r e e F r o g (Pseudophryne 
corroboree IpeCorroboree ngilleyi) a lso decl ined. 
T h e S o u t h e r n C o r r o b o r e e F r o g 
(P.corroboree ) is n o w a lmos t extinct 
and the Nor thern Cor roboree F rog 
(P.pengilleyi) has d e c l i n e d to l o w 
n u m b e r s at m a n y b r e e d i n g s i tes , 
par t icular ly at h igher e levat ions . 

A t the Univers i ty o f Canberra , w e 
h a v e focused our r e s e a r c h on the 
dec l ine o f these th ree spec ies . W e 
h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o a d d r e s s t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r e a c h spec ies 
rea l ly has decl ined to a critical level 
and then, through a combina t ion o f 
observat ion and exper imenta l work, 
h a v e a t t e m p t e d to e s t a b l i s h t h e 

factors that m i g h t b e leading to the 
popula t ion decl ines. Finally, w e have 
in i t ia ted a j o i n t p r o g r a m wi th the 
N S W Na t iona l Parks and Wild l i fe 
Se rv ice to a t tempt to exper imental ly 
i n c r e a s e t h e s i z e o f r e m n a n t 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f t h e S o u t h e r n 
Cor roboree Frog . This is be ing done 
b y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f c a p t i v e 
h u s b a n d r y and in situ manipula t ion 
o f p o n d wate r levels to prevent egg 
and tadpole mortality. 

Is ul traviolet radiat ion 
respons ib le for decl ines in 
a lp ine frogs? 
T h i s r e s e a r c h r e l a t e s t o o u r 
k n o w l e d g e t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n 
c o n s i d e r a b l e d e p l e t i o n o f 
s t ra tospheric ozone over the past t w o 
decades , and tha t this has resulted 
in inc reased leve ls o f ul t raviolet-B 
r ad i a t i on ( U V - B ) . O z o n e dep le t ion 
a p p e a r s to b e m o s t s e v e r e in t h e 
s o u t h e r n h e m i s p h e r e a n d U V - B 
r a d i a t i o n m a y t h e r e f o r e b e o f 
p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n for A u s t r a l i a n 
a m p h i b i a n d e c l i n e s . T h i s i s 
par t icular ly l ikely to b e the case at 
h igh al t i tudes w h e r e UV-B levels are 
significantly h igher than in adjacent 
l o w l a n d s . I n r e s e a r c h t h a t w e 
recent ly comple ted (now published in 
Conserva t ion Bio logy) w e carried out 
exper iments in artificial wa te r bodies 
established at three altitudes (1360m, 
1 6 0 0 m , and 1930m) near Thredbo in 
the S n o w y Mounta ins . 

W e compared the survival o f eggs 
a n d y o u n g t a d p o l e s t h a t w e r e 
s h i e l d e d f r o m U V - B ( b y m e a n s o f 
c l e a r p las t i c U V - B fi l ter) w i th the 
s u r v i v a l o f o t h e r r e p l i c a t e s n o t 
p r o v i d e d w i t h f i l t e r s . W e a l s o 
established control groups, which had 
a f i l t e r t h a t a c t u a l l y l e t U V - B 
t h r o u g h . T h e r e s u l t s w e r e q u i t e 
dramatic . A t all alt i tudes the blocking 
o f u l t r a v i o l e t - B s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
enhanced the survival o f the declining 
species, the Alp ine Tree Frog. Without 
pro tec t ion f rom UV-B, tadpoles o f the 
A lp ine Tree F r o g invariably died. B y 
contrast , a non-decl in ing species, the 
C o m m o n E a s t e r n F r o g l e t (Crinia 
signifera) su rv ived in m u c h h igher 
n u m b e r s u n d e r a l l t r e a t m e n t s , 
a l though there w a s also a significant 

effect o f UV-B, par t icu la r ly at the 
h i g h e r a l t i tude s i tes . T h e results 
strongly support the hypothesis that 
ultraviolet radiation is a factor in the 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f the A l p i n e T r e e 
F r o g a t h i g h a l t i t u d e s - i t st i l l 
persis ts at a few l o w al t i tude sites, 
a l w a y s in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h d e e p 
a r t i f i c i a l p o n d s w i t h s o m e w h a t 
m u r k y water. This last observat ion 
is important , because w e k n o w that 
m u r k y w a t e r h i g h in d i s s o l v e d 
o r g a n i c c a r b o n p r o v i d e s a v e r y 
effective shield aga ins t ultraviolet 
r a d i a t i o n . W e a r e i n t e n d i n g to 
c o n t i n u e our s tud ie s th i s c o m i n g 
s u m m e r t o i n c l u d e s i m i l a r 
exper iments that wi l l b e conducted 
i n n a t u r a l w a t e r b o d i e s at 
Kosc iuszko . 

Is the decl ine re la ted to 
c l imate c h a n g e ? 
S o m e people have suggested that the 
world 's c l imate m a y b e changing, a 
d i r e c t c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e 
'g reenhouse effect'. Scient is ts have 
deve loped sophis t ica ted predict ive 
m o d e l s t h a t s h o w t h a t w i t h 
i n c r e a s i n g g l o b a l t e m p e r a t u r e s 
alpine areas are l ikely to b e amongst 
t h e f i r s t to b e a f f e c t e d . S p e c i e s 
conf ined to theBe a reas are likely to 
b e under significant r isk. M a n y o f 
the e n d e m i c frogs found in alpine 
areas are l ikely to b e par t icular ly 
sensi t ive to c l imat ic c h a n g e - they 
a re d e p e n d e n t o n s h a l l o w p o o l s , 
w h i c h in the case o f the Corroboree 
F r o g s , m u s t c o n t i n u o u s l y contain 
w a t e r fo r p e r i o d s o f s ix t o e ight 
mon ths . T h e frogs are part icular ly 
v u l n e r a b l e to dry c o n d i t i o n s that 
m a y d e s i c c a t e e g g s o r c a u s e the 
sha l low b o g pools and seepages to 
dry earlier in the season. Moni tor ing 
o f p o p u l a t i o n s o f t h e S o u t h e r n 
C o r r o b o r e e F r o g o v e r t h e l a s t 
12yea r s ind ica tes t h a t t he re has 
b e e n a subs tan t ia l d e c l i n e in the 
p o p u l a t i o n w i t h a g r a d u a l 
contract ion o f the geograph ic range 
o f the spec ies to the w e t t e r more 
ea s t e r ly p a r t o f i ts f o r m e r r ange 
( O s b o r n e e t a l . s u b m i t t e d ) . Our 
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Gudgenby House, which way? 
T h e J u l y genera l mee t ing on the 
desired fate for Gudgenby House , 
a l though anticipated wi th dread b y 
s o m e , p r o v e d to b e a h e a l t h y , 
constructive debate wi th input f rom 
a b r o a d r ange o f members . ( S o m e 
Commi t t ee members are repor ted 
t o b e s o p l e a s e d w i t h t h e 
involvement that they are dreaming 
u p w a y s o f be ing controversial in 
the future) . T h e constructive tone 
o f the d i s c u s s i o n w a s d u e i n n o 
s m a l l p a r t to t h e p e a c e k e e p i n g 
abil i t ies o f our Pres ident w h i c h I 
t h i n k , n e e d t o b e g i v e n f u l l 
recogni t ion. 

T h e d i scuss ion began w i th C l ive 
o u t l i n i n g t h e s t e p s f r o m t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t o f $ 2 2 5 0 0 0 f o r 
G u d g e n b y V i s i t o r P r e c i n c t 
Inf ras t ruc ture in the A C T Capi ta l 
W o r k s B u d g e t l a s t S e p t e m b e r 
t h r o u g h m e e t i n g s w i t h 
E n v i r o n m e n t ACT. T h e s e resu l ted 
first in t h e C o m m i t t e e e n d o r s i n g 
the con t rovers ia l d i scuss ion p a p e r 
a d v o c a t i n g demol i t ion and t h e n in 
the even ing ' s d i scuss ion . 

A series o f speakers emphas i sed 
the cultural values o f both the house 
and the surrounding area, the sense 
o f d e s o l a t i o n for b o t h E u r o p e a n 

s e t t l e r s a n d i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s 
where all t races o f their activities are 
r e m o v e d , t h e d a m a g e t o N P A ' s 
reputation as a sensible conservation 
organisat ion that a policy advocat ing 
d e m o l i t i o n w o u l d cause , and t h a t 
s u c h a p o l i c y w o u l d c r e a t e a 
c o m m u n i t y back lash o f support for 
preservat ion o f the house . 

The general consensus was that NPA 
should w o r k wi th the Government in 
a w a y which conserved the cultural 
a n d n a t u r a l h e r i t a g e v a l u e s o f 
Namadgi National Park-

S e v e r a l o p t i o n s for ac t ion w e r e 
considered: 
1 Use as a r anger residence. T h i s 

could b e o rgan ised through t h e 
ranger 's contract o f employment , 
and w o u l d provide a much needed 
ranger p resence in the southern 
end o f the park . Th i s w a s seen as 
p r o b a b l y t h e b e s t op t ion as i t 
wou ld main ta in the house m u c h 
as i t is , wi thout greatly increasing 
t r a f f i c i n t h e i m m e d i a t e 
sur rounds . 

2 R e n t e d o u t to smal l g r o u p s o r 
i n d i v i d u a l s . T h i s could p r o t e c t 
aga ins t v a n d a l i s m and ach i eve 
some return for maintenance, bu t 
t h e r e w o u l d n e e d to b e s t r i c t 

g u i d e l i n e s f o r a p p r o p r i a t e 
activities. 

3 Use for small-scale accommodation. 
C u r r a n g o H o m e s t e a d in 
K o s c i u s z k o Na t iona l P a r k w a s 
cited as an example to follow, but it 
was recognised that Currango had 
several differences, such as more 
buildings over a wider area, and 
that increased visitors at Gudgenby 
could cause problems wi th access 
traffic and s e w a g e and su l lage 
disposal. 

4 F i e l d s t u d y c e n t r e w i t h 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r s t u d e n t s 
under tak ing studies in the area, 
o r f o r f i e l d t r i p s . C o s t o f 
m a i n t e n a n c e a n d i n c r e a s e d 
traffic could b e p rob lems . 

5 M a k e an o f f e r t o d o s o m e 
main tenance . S u c h w o r k part ies 
w o u l d b e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h o u r 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i th Orrora l . T h e 
m a n a g e r ' s h o u s e is o n e o f the 
earliest H u d s o n kit h o m e s in the 
district bu t it is in poor condit ion. 

T h e m e e t i n g h a d a c l e a r 
c o n s e n s u s o n t h e p o i n t s n o t e d 
a b o v e , a n d h a v i n g t h a t 
unders tand ing , the c o m m i t t e e wi l l 
n o w act accordingly. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 
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r e s e a r c h , n o t y e t p u b l i s h e d , 
e x a m i n e d w h e t h e r l o n g - t e r m 
changes in weather pat terns m a y 
h a v e b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
d e c l i n e . W e f o u n d t h a t a n n u a l 
f l u c t u a t i o n s a n d l o n g e r - t e r m 
oscil lat ions (related to the El N i n o 
sou the rn osci l la t ion) charac ter i se 
t h e p r e c i p i t a t i o n r e c o r d i n t h e 
Aust ra l ian Alps during all o f this 
century. W e found that the onse t o f 
t h e d e c l i n e s i n a l p i n e f r o g s 
co inc ided wi th part icularly severe 
d rough t s d u r i n g a l o n g pe r iod o f 
be low-average precipitation ( 1 9 7 9 -
1 9 8 7 ) . W h a t is su rpr i s ing to u s , 
though, is that there has b e e n n o 
sign o f r ecovery despite a re turn to 
more favourable weather condit ions 
d u r i n g t h e 1990s ( e x c l u d i n g the 
recent drought , wh ich once aga in 
had a seve re effect on both species 
o f Cor roboree Frog) . 

Try ing to increase the size of 
r e m n a n t popula t ions 
I n an a t t e m p t t o p r e v e n t t h e 
con t inu ing dec l ine in ext inct ion o f 
smal l r e m n a n t popu la t ions o f t h e 
S o u t h e r n C o r r o b o r e e F r o g , a 
population augmentat ion project w a s 
c o m m e n c e d in 1997. T h e aim o f th is 
p r o j e c t i s to i n c r e a s e the s i z e o f 
s e v e r a l s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n s o f t h e 
species b y increas ing the n u m b e r s 
s u r v i v i n g f r o m e g g t o 
me tamorphos i s . Th i s is being done 
b y a c o m b i n a t i o n o f c a p t i v e 
husbandry and in situ manipula t ion 
o f pond w a t e r levels to prevent e g g 
and t adpo le mortali ty. The results to 
da t e h a v e b e e n v e r y encourag ing , 
s h o w i n g t h a t w e c a n s ignif icant ly 
inc rease su rv ivo r sh ip , v ia c a p t i v e 
rear ing, w i t h the greatest l eve l o f 
field mor ta l i ty occurr ing dur ing the 
over-winter ing stage. 

W o r k i n g w i t h a lp ine f rogs h a s 
b e e n an exc i t ing c o m p o n e n t o f our 
research p r o g r a m at the Univers i ty 
o f Canber ra . W e n o w be l i eve that 
several o f these un ique a lp ine frogs 
wi l l b e faced w i th ext inct ion unless 
t h e c a u s e s o f t h e d e c l i n e a r e 
ident i f ied a n d r e m o v e d . W e h o p e 
tha t our efforts to exper imenta l ly 
inc rease the s ize o f local b reed ing 
popu la t ions wi l l g ive us the extra 
t i m e that w e n e e d to reso lve this 
i m p o r t a n t c o n s e r v a t i o n i s s u e . 
F u t u r e r e s e a r c h wi l l c o n t i n u e to 
e x a m i n e c l i m a t e c h a n g e a n d i ts 
i n f l u e n c e , a n d n e w r e s e a r c h 
p roposed wi l l e x a m i n e t h e ro le o f 
t h e n e w l y d i s c o v e r e d c h y t r i d 
chytrid f u n g u s , a p a r t i c u l a r l y v i r u l e n t 
p a t h o g e n found in p o p u l a t i o n s o f 
s i ck and d y i n g f rogs . 



Judith Wright was an early guest speaker 
V e r y early in i ts exis tence, t h e N P A 
established a connection wi th Judith 
W r i g h t , t h e l e a d i n g p o e t a n d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t , w h o d i e d in 
Canber ra in June. 

In 1969 M s Wrigh t , then l iving in 
Queensland, w a s invited b y the N P A 
to v i s i t Canbe r r a to b e the gues t 
speaker at the NPA mee t ing in April . 
Ant ic ipa t ing a large aud ience , the 
C a n b e r r a P l a y h o u s e w a s b o o k e d , 
and despite torrent ial rain on the 
n igh t about 200 peop le a t tended. 

M s W r i g h t ' s t h e m e w a s 
Conservation as an Emerging 
Concept. 

H e r message w a s powerfu l then, 
and i t is jus t as re levant and urgent 
t oday - even m o r e so . Conserva t ion 
is still t h e world 's m o s t impor tant 
battle ' . 

Th i s is h o w the N P A Bulletin o f 
June-Ju ly 1969 repor ted the talk, 
q u o t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t s o f i t 
verba t im: 

J u d i t h W r i g h t c o m m e n c e d he r 
ta lk b y quot ing an A m e r i c a n poet 
w h o h a d w i t n e s s e d t h e t e r r i b l e 
d isas ter to Californian beaches and 
local wildlife w h e n an off-shore oil 
wel l b l e w up . 

N a t u r e is m u c h to w r e c k , bu t 
m a n can do it, 

(h is last and g rea te s t p r o o f o f 
p o w e r and wi l l ) 

a n d par t o f w h a t w e ru in , w e 
shall rue it. 

Yes m a n can do it; a n d as m a n y o f 
us here know, he is d o i n g it. N o t only 
as a p roo f o f his p o w e r and wil l , bu t 
as a by-result o f his wi l l to power. 
E v e n w h e n h e in tends to m a k e the 
w o r l d safer for h i s o w n k ind and 
r icher as a source o f profit , h e too 
often seems through ignorance and 
g reed to end u p by m a k i n g the wor ld 
m o r e peri lous for us all and poorer 
a n d u g l i e r a s a p l a c e t o l i v e in . 
T h r o u g h ignorance. B e c a u s e the 
w h o l e o f the h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
o v e r the past thousands o f years has 
b e e n directed to finding out h o w to 
e x t r a c t , e x p l o i t a n d u s e t h e 
envi ronment , ve ry little though t or 
r e s e a r c h h a s b e e n g i v e n to t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t i t s e l f , t o i t s 

complexi t ies and d y n a m i c ba lances , 
to the w a y s in which the b iosphere 
has developed and maintained itself. 
Only w h e n damage begins to become 
so obv ious that it can ' t any longer 
b e d i s r e g a r d e d d o e s th i s k i n d o f 
th inking force itself on us. A n d it has 
to d e v e l o p a n d w i d e n i t s s c o p e 
agains t the who le force and current 
o f p rev ious thinking; and to m a k e 
i tself k n o w n and felt as opposition, 
n o t as c o n t i n u a t i o n o f p r e v i o u s 
t h i n k i n g This is to say that any n e w 
at t i tude to our envi ronment , in the 
face o f the deeply- rooted and o ld-
e s t a b l i s h e d a t t i tudes , i s s e e n b y 
peop le ho ld ing the o ld att i tude as 
s imply an at tempt to h inder w h a t 
w e regard as 'progress ' , to p u t an 
obstacle in the w a y o f w h a t has so 
l o n g b e e n t h o u g h t o f a s o u r 
t r i u m p h a n t r a c e t o w a r d s 
domina t ion o f the wor ld . The advice 
o f conservat ionis ts is heard, no t as 
a counse l o f w i sdom, bu t as a vo ice 
o f m e a n a n d c a r p i n g c r i t i c i s m . . . 
T h i s i s t h e k ind o f pos i t i on tha t 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s o f t e n f i n d 
t h e m s e l v e s f o r c e d i n t o ; a n d i t ' s 
d a n g e r o u s f o r b o t h p a r t i e s ; 
especia l ly for conservat ionis ts , w h o 
m a y find themselves t ry ing to k e e p 
popu la r b y compromis ing on issues 
they k n o w are peri lous, jus t because 
they can' t muster convict ion enough 
to oppose popular pressures. . . 

T h e real difficulty, then, lies in the 
br ie f t ime w e have to change h u m a n 
at t i tudes and get the act ion go ing . 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , a t t i t u d e s c h a n g e 
ex t remely slowly, even whe re there 
is obv ious need for change ; you on ly 
h a v e to think o f at t i tudes towards 
w a r to realise this . H o w are w e to 
c o n v i n c e t h e l a r g e l y u r b a n 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f t o d a y t h a t t h e i r 
con tmuing well-being will depend on 
the wel l -being of the b iosphere - the 
coun t ry and mar ine env i ronments 
they so se ldom see and k n o w so little 
abou t? To preach successful ly the 
n e e d for w h a t a U n e s c o contr ibutor 
has cal led t h e j o in ing o f m a n and 
n a t u r e i n a n o n - r e p r e s s i v e a n d 
c r e a t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g o r d e r ' w i l l 
cer ta in ly need a mass ive al teration 
in, a m o n g other things, the direction 
o f o u r p resen t educa t ion and o u r 

p resen t habi t s o f thought . W e must , 
in effect , cease to b e thought less 
p r e d a t o r s a n d b e c o m e i n f o r m e d 
m a n a g e r s o f a w o r l d n o w given over 
e n t i r e l y to o u r h a n d s . W e m u s t 
r egene ra t e ou r se lve s i f w e are to 
regenera te the earth. 

I a m ce r t a in t h a t s u c h deep ly -
r o o t e d and g e n e t i c a l l y conf i rmed 
at t i tudes can't and won ' t be altered 
s o l e l y b y r a t i o n a l a r g u m e n t and 
threats o f wha t wil l happen to us in 
s o m e d imly-env i saged future. Our 
f e e l i n g s a n d e m o t i o n s m u s t b e 
e n g a g e d , and e n g a g e d on a la rge 
scale . W h e t h e r scientists like it or 
not , i t is feeling that sways public 
op in ion , far m o r e than reason, and 
it is feel ing tha t spurs us to protest 
and act . Conservat ionis ts , with the 
world 's m o s t u rgen t batt le on their 
hands , mus t beg in to enlist not only 
ra t ional recogni t ion o f the problem, 
bu t h u m a n c o n c e r n , dis t ress and 
love ... think, tha t the publ ic can b e 
a m o s t i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in 
c o n s e r v a t i o n d e c i s i o n s , a n d i t 
cer ta inly proves tha t w e can't leave 
a c t i o n i n s u c h m a t t e r s to 
Gove rnmen t s a lone . W h e r e w e are 
sure w e have an impor tant issue on 
our hands , conservat ionists mus t do 
the bes t they can to present the case 
as strongly as possible, and not avoid 
appeals to publ ic feeling. 

Th i s isn't demagoguery , it's plain 
c o m m o n s e n s e . M o s t N a t i o n a l 
Parks , for ins tance, at least at the 
beginning , have been m a d e on wha t 
are basically, g rounds o f feeling, and 
genera l ly the first m o v e s have come 
f r o m l a y m e n — p e o p l e m o v e d b y 
feel ings o f concern . M o s t laws that 
p r o t e c t n a t u r e f r o m e x p l o i t a t i o n 
h a v e o r i g i n a t e d f r o m p u b l i c 
p r e s s u r e s o f t h i s k i n d . Sc ien t i f ic 
a rguments and presentat ion o f the 
case are impor tan t , bu t they alone 
wil l no t get the m e s s a g e across to 
G o v e r n m e n t s a n d G o v e r n m e n t s 
n e e d ve ry s t rong messages . For the 
w h o l e concep t o f conservat ion, as I 
said, i s only e m e r g i n g and it faces 
p l e n t y o f o v e r t o p p o s i t i o n and a 
w h o l e h i s t o r y o f i n b u i l t f e e l i n g 
agains t it, as wel l as practical ly all 
the immed ia t e dol lars arguments . 

G r a e m e Wicks 



Edna Walling as a conservationist 
E d n a W a l l i n g , t o d a y , i s b e i n g 
r e m e m b e r e d m o s t for the gardens 
t h a t s h e d e s i g n e d w h i c h t o o k 
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e l o c a l n a t u r a l 
features and the use of nat ive plants. 
Dur ing he r lifetime she wro te four 
books a n d since her death a n u m b e r 
o f o ther authors have perpetuated 
he r m e m o r y and the cont r ibu t ion 
that she m a d e to Austral ian garden 
des ign . T h e m o s t recent has been 
The Vision of Edna Walling, c o -
au thored b y Jennie Churchi l l and 
Tr i sha Di l lon . 

Pho tographs in her books were all 
b l a c k a n d w h i t e a n d o n c e s h e 
r e m o n s t r a t e d wi th m e for t a k i n g 
colour sl ides, he r opinion b e i n g that 
on ly b lack and whi te pho tographs 
c o u l d g i v e t h e d r a m a t i c e f f e c t 
t h r o u g h l i g h t a n d s h a d e in h e r 
w a l l e d des igns , After that , a p a r t 
from travel , I reverted to b lack and 
whi te . 

E d n a w a s b o r n in E n g l a n d on 
4 D e c e m b e r 1 8 9 6 , m o v e d to 
Melbourne with her family in 1916 
and in retirement to Buderim in the 
1960s. S h e died there o n 8 Augus t 
1973. E d n a wore knickerbockers and 
in s o m e ways had the appearance 
which wou ld associate her wi th the 
English actress Margaret Rutherford. 

I first m e t her whilst on a vis i t to 
a mu tua l friend at Mooralbark, then 
v e r y m u c h a n o u t e r s u b u r b o f 
M e l b o u r n e . O n E d n a ' s m o v e to 
B u d e r i m , our friends fo l lowed he r 
there a n d once again w e m e t . We 
also found Buder im a mag ic p lace 
and b o u g h t a b lock o f l and near the 
Rodger s and Edna . On Edna 's death 
o u r f r i e n d s m o v e d b a c k t o 
M e l b o u r n e and then our idea o f a 
re t i rement h o m e there did no t s eem 
so g o o d . So w e sold. 

Today, houses wi th E d n a Wal l ing 
ga rden des ign are regularly opened 
u p for inspect ion and he r w o r k has 
d e v e l o p e d c u l t s t a t u s . T h e r e i s 
another aspect o f her w o r k that does 
not , in t h e passage o f t ime, ge t the 
publ ic i ty that her gardens cont inue 
to h a v e . 

E d n a w a s also a conservationist in 
that she w a s a strong advocate for 
t h e r e t e n t i o n o f A u s t r a l i a n f lo ra 
a longs ide roadsides . B y the 1950s 

E d n a b e c a m e m o r e a n d m o r e 
p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h c o n s e r v a t i o n 
issues and this is reflected in he r 
f o u r t h b o o k , The Australian 
Roadside, publ i shed in 1952. 

In the preface she says: T o say so 
m u c h i n an a p p e a l fo r t h e 
observat ion and conservation o f the 
natural roadside beauty was not m y 
original intent ion but the cont inued 
scenes o f u n t h i n k i n g devas t a t ion 
have made i t difficult to keep quiet, 
a n d i t i s h o p e d t h a t in t h e 
c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h i s b o o k , s o m e 
readers m a y no t continue to v iew the 
roadside plants as so m u c h "scrub", 
bu t as the ve ry interesting, fitting 
and invaluable plants they really are. 

' S o v i t a l t o t h e f u t u r e o f t h e 
countryside is a keen unders tanding 
o f nat ive p lants as they appear on 
t h e l a n d s c a p e tha t the eco log ica l 
app roach i s the o n l y approach to 
roads ide p l an t ing . To k n o w w h a t 
s p e c i e s w i l l s u r v i v e u n d e r a n y 
p a r t i c u l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s i s n o t 
enough. For ins tance, in Austra l ia , 
a s i n c o n g r u o u s on t h e V i c t o r i a n 
h i g h w a y as a n y exot ics can be the 
p l a n t i n g o f W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a n 
g u m s or p lan t s from a Queens land 
ra infores t . T h e Vic to r i an scene i s 
dis t inct a n d the on ly Queens l and 
scene is distinct; i t is vital that w e 
should p r e s e r v e the ind iv idua l i ty 
no t only o f each state but also the 
d i s t r i c t i n t h a t s t a t e . W e m u s t 
therefore l o o k about in the best w a y 
to do any roads ide plant ing so that 
i t wi l l no t interfere wi th , bu t w i l l 
emphas ise , the natural character o f 
t h e c o u n t r y t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e 
h ighway passes . ' 

I t w a s o v e r 20 y e a r s after t h e 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f The Australian 
Roadside that a fo rum on roads ide 
c o n s e r v a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n t h e 
publ icat ion o f the fo rum papers and 
the es tabl i shment o f the Roads ide 
Conservat ion Commit tee . Bu t E d n a 
Wall ing's b o o k still remains a bas ic 
text on Vic tor ian roadsides . A s she 
notes at the end o f the book: T h e 
roadside is T h e Fron t Garden o f t h e 
Nation. ' 

T h e peaceful countryside a round 
he r h o m e at Moora lba rk started to 
feel the effects o f suburban sprawl 

a n d p r o t e s t s f r o m h e r b e g a n t o 
appear in the main newspapers . H e r 
f a v o u r i t e c a u s e s w e r e r o a d s i d e 
vegeta t ion and env i ronment i ssues . 
In 1950 she presented a wel l-argued 
c a s e f o r t h e e x c l u s i v e u s e o f 
i n d i g e n o u s p l a n t i n g s in a l l t h e 
l andscap ing for the 1956 O l y m p i c 
G a m e s in Melbourne . She init iated 
a l o n g a n d b i t t e r c a m p a i g n t o 
p r e v e n t t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 
restaurant and car pa rk on the t o p 
o f M o u n t D a n d e n o n g . S h e a l s o 
i n v o l v e d h e r s e l f i n p r o t e s t i n g 
against the Lake Pedder scheme and 
the sand min ing o f Fraser Island. 

S h e g a v e s u p p o r t t o o t h e r s , 
notably Ellis Stone in his wrangl ings 
w i th au thor i t i es w h e n t hey w e r e 
c o n c r e t i n g na tu ra l w a t e r c o u r s e s . 
H e r apprent ice w a s G w y n t h Crouch 
(Taylor) w h o later b e c a m e pres ident 
o f t h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion . 

B u t E d n a W a l l i n g ' s m a i n 
contribution to the conservation cause 
must have been to br ing a n e w level 
o f awareness. She tr iggered off the 
consciousness.of m a n y people through 
her articles and books. H e r deep love 
of the bush, her delight in its flowers, 
its complex ecology and subtle beauty 
are conveyed to the reader in the mos t 
captivating manner. 
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R e g A l d e r 

Red dot 
Does your Bulletin have a red dot on 
the address label? I f i t does, this is 
b e c a u s e a s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s h i p 
records s h o w y o u r subscr ip t ion is 
overdue. Regrettably this will b e the 
last issue o f the Bulletin that will b e 
sen t to y o u un t i l m e m b e r s h i p i s 
renewed. If you have a query about this 
would you please contact the office. 



Weeds 
T h e g u e s t s p e a k e r a t o u r J u n e 
Genera l Mee t ing w a s Geof f Butler, 
W e e d s Officer o f the Conserva t ion 
Counci l o f the S o u t h Eas t Reg ion 
and Canber ra ( k n o w n famil iar ly as 
C C S E R A C or the C o n Counc i l ) . The 
Con Counci l is an umbre l l a g roup 
for env i ronmen ta l i s sues and the 
posi t ion o f Weeds Officer w a s set up 
w i t h an A C T G o v e r n m e n t 
E n v i r o n m e n t g r a n t f o r j o i n t 
publici ty and publ ic educat ion about 
the occurrence and m a n a g e m e n t o f 
weeds . The fol lowing article is based 
on G e o f f s notes . 

T h e grea tes t c h a l l e n g e in w e e d 
management and education is coping 
wi th prede te rmined ideas o f wha t 
c o n s t i t u t e s a w e e d . G e o f f ' s t a lk 
concen t ra ted o n w h a t are t e rmed 
environmental weeds. Environmental 
weeds are defined as: 
• those in t roduced spec ies wh ich 

h a v e b e c o m e n a t u r a l i s e d and 
have invaded natural ecosystems 
(a natural e cosys t em be ing one 
domina ted b y na t ive p lants that 
a r e n o t c r o p p e d o r r o u t i n e l y 
grazed by domest ic animals) ; and 

• plants that adverse ly affect the 
integrity, conserva t ion va lue or 
b i o d i v e r s i t y o f n a t u r a l 
ecosys tems. 

Severa l categories 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l w e e d s f a l l i n t o 
several categories: 
• Garden thugs that have escaped 

f r o m g a r d e n s o r l a n d s c a p i n g 
wi th species p lanted in the wrong 
p l a c e s or e r o s i o n c o n t r o l w i th 
inappropriate spec ies . Examples 
o f t h e s e a r e t h e v a r i o u s 
p y r a c a n t h a s , b r o o m , Alnus 
glutinosa, s e v e r a l Prunus 
spec ies , p a m p a s g ra s s , fennel , 
Sollya heterophylla, r o a d s i d e 
honeysuck le and wil low. 

• Horticultural escapees such as St 
Johns wort , br iar rose, Patersons 
c u r s e , g o r s e , b u r n t goTse a n d 
hawthorn . 

• Agricultural w e e d s that diminish 
r e t u r n s f r o m p l a n t o r a n i m a l 
agr icul ture . E x a m p l e s o f these 
are serrated tussock , African love 
grass and Chi lean need le grass . 

T h e talk left as ide d iscuss ion o f 
agricultural w e e d s . 

P r o b l e m s weeds cause 
A m o n g the p rob lems w e e d s cause 

are: 
• smother ing o f na t ive vegeta t ion 

leading to loss o f habitat ; 
• effects on o ther spec ies , e g the 

proliferation o f cur rawongs . ; 
• hea l th matters; 
• s p r e a d o f d i s e a s e s s u c h as 

fireblight; 
• social and economic cos ts to the 

communi ty ; and 
• c h a n g e s to l andscapes . Lo t s o f 

environmenta l w e e d s are not a 
p rob lem in urban landscapes and 
w e need to b e alert to potential 
p r o b l e m s w h e n i n t r o d u c i n g 
p lants to other p laces . 

U s i n g the results o f research on 
agricultural weeds , Geof f es t imates 
t h a t t h e m o n e t a r y c o s t t o t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n c o m m u n i t y o f g a r d e n 
escapees alone could b e m o r e than 
$6.6 mi l l ion each year. 

A s a n e x a m p l e o f c o m m u n i t y 
c o n t r i b u t i o n , i n o n e s m a l l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a m o n g m a n y , 
v o l u n t e e r s t h r o u g h o u t A u s t r a l i a 
i n v o l v e d in A u s t r a l i a n T r u s t for 
C o n s e r v a t i o n V o l u n t e e r s g a v e 4 9 
7 0 0 hours , va lued at $ 4 9 7 0 0 0 , for 
env i ronmenta l w e e d m a n a g e m e n t 
w o r k in 1 9 9 5 . 

A d d to the mone ta ry cos t o f w e e d 
managemen t Australia-wide the loss 
o f n a t u r a l a r e a s , t h e a s s o c i a t e d 
e x t i n c t i o n o f p l a n t a n d a n i m a l 
species and the loss o f l andscapes 
a n d t h e i n t a n g i b l e c o s t s b e c o m e 
incalculable . W e can also r e m e m b e r 
tha t tour i sm is our b igges t indust ry 
and w e need to pro tec t the natural 
asse ts that 8 5 pe r cen t o f tourists 
c o m e to see. 

H o w w e e d s get out of h a n d 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l w e e d p r o b l e m s 
g e n e r a l l y s t a r t s n e a k i l y . S o m e 
species take m a n y yea r s to find the 
r i g h t n i c h e o r c o n d i t i o n s , a n d 
suddenly exponential g rowth occurs. 
F o r e x a m p l e , Mimosa pigra t o o k 
about 1 5 0 years to b e c o m e a problem 
in Kakadu . One o f G e o f f s greatest 
concerns is h o w m a n y s leeper weeds 
m a y p r o l i f e r a t e w i t h g l o b a l 
wa rming . 

T w o local examples 
Wil lows in the local region are a 

good example of an environmenta l 
w e e d tha t has ra ised s o m e publ ic 
s e n s i t i v i t i e s . A t f i r s t i n n o c u o u s 
enough in t h e female c lone o f the 
w e e p i n g wil low, they were planted 
wide ly whe re agricultural activities 
had caused ser ious eros ion damage . 
T h e y cer ta inly b e c a m e an integral 
p a r t o f E u r o p e a n c u l t u r a l 
landscapes , and r ight ly so . However , 
ma le and female plants o f numerous 
s p e c i e s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d in l a t e r 
decades and n o w c log our creeks and 
r ivers . 

M o r e recent ly the aggressive b lack 
wi l low and Mat sudana hybrid c lones 
have arr ived. This region has n o w 
reached a crit ical s tage wi th wi l lows 
and t hey h a v e b e e n b a n n e d f r o m 
propaga t ion and sale in N S W and 
a r e n o t t o b e u s e d i n t h e A C T . 
H o w e v e r they are still be ing sold and 
are ea sy to p ropaga te wi thout the 
m i d d l e m a n o f the nursery industry. 
W i l l o w s a r e c u r r e n t l y se l f -
p ropaga t ing and hybridis ing on the 
dams , we t lands , creeks , rivers and 
s t r eams eve ry season , despi te the 
initial efforts that are be ing made at 
control . W e h a v e only begun to feel 
the effects o f w i l lows , and wil l b e 
hea r ing a lo t m o r e in years to come . 

Pinus radiata is unhappi ly l ikely 
to be a s imi lar example . Wi ld p ines 
are n o w eas i ly observed in a lmos t 
eve ry pa r t o f the A C T and region. 
Th i s i s no t to d e n y the impor tance 
o f t h i s t r e e t o u s f o r s o f t w o o d 
p r o d u c t i o n . C r o p p i n g is u s u a l l y 
intensive and in denned boundaries , 
a n d t h o u g h w i l d l i n g s p r e a d i s 
possible here, the real problem is the 
w a y p ines a re be ing used widely in 
r u r a l r e s i d e n t i a l a n d f a r m i n g 
p r o p e r t i e s . F r o m t h e s e e x t e n s i v e 
l i n e a r p l a n t i n g s w i l d l i n g s a r e 
e s t a b l i s h i n g in na tu ra l areas . A s 
t h e s e r e a c h c o n i n g a g e at 1 0 - 1 5 
y e a r s , t h e y s t a r t s p r e a d i n g 
w i l d l i n g s . T h i s w i l l l e a d to a n 
e x p l o s i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m . G e o f f 
be l ieves there is an excel lent case to 
ser iously restr ict w h e r e this species 
should b e used , and to take act ion 
on p ine wi ld l ings now. 



N A T I O N A L P A R K S A S S O C I A T I O N ( A C T ) I N C O R P O R A T E D 

NPA outings program 
September 2 0 0 0 - January 2 0 0 1 

Outings guide 

W a l k gra d ings Terrain grad ing 

Distance grading (per day) A - Road, firetrail track 

1 —up to 1 0 k m B - O p e n forest 

2 - 1 0 k m t o l 5 k m "• C - L i g h t scrub 

3 - 1 5 k m to 2 0 k m D - Patches o f thick scrub, regrowth 

4 - a b o v e 2 0 k m E — R o c k scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

Day walks c a n y lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping requirements. C O N T A C T L E A D E R B Y " W E D N E S D A Y O R A S I N D I C A T E D 

I N P R O G R A M . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken to site can be used for camping. B O O K E A R L Y W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide studies and ski tours. 

Po ints t o n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. N e w leaders are welcome. T h e outings convenor is happy to suggest 

locations suitable for a walk if y o u do not have something in m i n d yourself. Feel free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office 

as soon as you think o f them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing o f the National Parks Association of the A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept responsibility for 

any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect o f injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such outing. 

T h e committee suggests a donation, to the nearest dollar, o f T W E N T Y F I V E cents per kilometre D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F 

O C C U P A N T S in the car, including the driver, be offered to the driver by each passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted 

in the program are approximate distances for return journeys. 

2 - 3 September weekend packwalk 

Southern N a m a d g i Exploration 

Leader: Phil Gatenby 

3 A / B / E / F 

M a p s : Shannons Flat, Y a o u k 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

A partly exploratory walk in the southern part 

of Namadgi National Park o n tracks, open 

grasslands, and through the bush. Visit the 

headwaters o f Grassy Creek and Sheep Station 

Creek. Depending on weather conditions a 

climb ( 4 5 0 m ) up Sentry Box Mountain may 

be involved. Contact leader by Wednesday 3 0 

A u g u s t for derails and bookings . 160km, 
$ 4 0 per car. 

3 September Sunday daywalk 

Pierces Creek Falls 

Leader: M i k e Smith 

2 A / D 

M a p s : Cotter D a m , Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

M e e t at car park on Uriarra R o a d just ofF 

Cotter Road at 8 .30am. From locked gate at 

start to Pipeline Road to Bendora D a m we 

will walk up the firetrail to the top o f the Hardy

 Range, then follow the range to the 

south-west to drop down to the falls on Pierces 

Creek. Return along creek and forest tracks 

hack to cars. Somesteep ascents and descents, 

as well as thick scrub. 3 2 k m , $ 8 per car. 

9 September Saturday daywalk 

Sherwood 

Leader: K e n Free 

1 A 

M a p : Cot ter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

A n easy walk on track from Blue Range H u t 

to Sherwood homestead historic site in spring 

glory with daffodils blooming. W e will also 

look for early orchids on route. A leisurely 

lunch plus an opportunity for a side trip to 

Dowl ing Trig for the more energetic. Stroll 

back to cars along same tracks. M e e t at car 

park on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter Road 

at 8 . 3 0 am. 3 5 k m , $ 9 per car. 



1 7 September Sunday daywalk 

Fishing G a p to Cotter River 

Leader: Barbara Edgar 

2 A / B 

M a p : Tidbinbil la 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 5 6 8 5 ( h ) , 6 2 6 4 2 9 9 1 ( w ) 

M e e t at Kambah Village Shops at 8 . 3 0 am. 

Dr ive to Tidbinbi l la , w a l k on. firetrail to 

Fishing G a p . From there a track drops down 

to the Cotter River, where w e will have a 

leisurely lunch before returning. T h e history 

surrounding this delightful track was written 

up by Matthew Higgins in the Canberra Times 
o f 11 May. 6 0 k m , $ 1 5 per car plus entry fee 

for vehicles without permit. 

2 4 September Sunday daywalk 

Lower Orroral L o o p 

Leaden Steven Forst 

2 A 

M a p : A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h) , 6 2 5 6 5 2 3 6 (w) 

M e e t at Kambah Village Shops at 8 . 3 0 am. 

Ideal for beginners. W e visit the Orroral 

Homestead and the o ld tracking station and 

then return to the Orroral c a m p ground via 

the other side o f the river. 1 0 0 k m , $ 2 5 per car. 

2 7 September W e d n e s d a y daywalk 

Leader: Ken Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e S e p t e m b e r ed i t ion o f o u r series o f 

monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader for 

details, which will be determined nearer the 

date. 

3 0 September to 2 O c t o b e r l o n g weekend 

packwalk 

Talaterang 

Leader: Steven Forst 

2 C / D / E 

M a p : C M W Budawangs 

Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h) , 2 6 5 6 5 2 3 6 (w) 

Contact leader by Wednesday. After a long 

drive an easy two-and-a-half-hour walk to 

c a m p at the top o f Ngaityung  Falls - a 

spectacular spot with views into Pigeon House 

Gorge . O n the second day go without packs 

to M o u n t Talaterang and return to camp. O n 

the third day walk out and drive h o m e with 

lunch at Braidwood. 4 0 0 k m , $ 1 0 0 per car. 

2 October M o n d a y ( long weekend) 

daywalk 

O l d Currango 

Leaden Brian Slee 

1 B / C 

M a p : Rules Point 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 0 7 1 9 (h) , 6 2 6 1 3 5 0 9 (w) 

Depart Kambah Village Shops 7 . 3 0 am. Drive 

to Port Phillip fire trail, via Tantangara D a m , 

a n d walk n o r t h f r o m there to h i s tor i c 

homestead. Lunch on verandah with views to 

s n o w y Brindabellas. Daf fod i l s in b l o o m . 

Afternoon tea at Adaminaby. A long drive but 

a rewarding short walk. Contact leader by 

Friday to confirm road has re-opened. 3 0 0 k m , 

$ 7 5 per car. 

2 October to 15 O c t o b e r packwalk 

T h e Great N o r t h W a l k 

Leader: David Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

T w o weeks packwalking f rom Sydney to Newcastle 

. Options to d o whole or part of the 

walk. For details contact leader. 

8 October Sunday daywalk 

M o u n t M o r g a n 

Leaden Steve Hil l 

3 A 7 E 

M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9 1 8 6 

A chance to see fabulous views from one o f 

the most spectacular mounta in tops in the 

region, including over much o f Kosciuszko 

and Namadgi National Parks. W e climb up 

the Lone Pine fire trail before turning left, 

towards the summit at some high alpine frosty 

hollows. W e tour the many view spots on the 

summit for a view o f the things that matter to 

us. T h e cl imb o f nearly 7 0 0 m is steepish in 

parts, but is mainly on track and no serious 

bush bashing is involved. M e e t at Kambah 

Vi l lage Shops car park at 7 . 3 0 am for a 

fabulous day. 2 0 0 k m , $ 5 0 per car. 

8 October Sunday daywalk 

Mul t i club day walks and get-together 

Contact: M a x Lawrence 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

A number o f day walks at different levels will 

be organised from Blundells Flat picnic area 

near M o u n t Coree. 

14 O c t o b e r Saturday m o r n i n g walk 

Black Mounta in Nature Ramble 

Leaden George Chippendale 

1A 

M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 2 4 5 4 

Meet in the car park in Caswell Drive opposite 

Wangara Street, Aranda, at 9 . 3 0 am. In a 

leisurely morning ramble around some o f the 

tracks in this corner o f Black M o u n t a i n 

Reserve we will view the varied botany o f the 

forest. M a n y plants will be in flower. Bring 

m o r n i n g tea a n d wear a h a t . C h i l d r e n 

welcome. It's usually a slow walk, with time 

for talk and chatter in addition to viewing the 

plants. W e will be joined o n this excursion by 

members o f U 3 A and Friends of the Australian 

Botanic Gardens. 

1 5 October Sunday daywalk 

M o u n t D o m a i n 

Leader: Barbara Edgar 

1 A 

M a p : Tidbinbil la 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 5 6 8 5 (b) , 6 2 6 4 2 9 9 1 M 

Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8 . 3 0 am. A 

short walk with a c l imb o f nearly 7 0 0 m . T h e 

track from Fishing G a p to the top is a bit rough 

in parts but the views are spectacular. 8 0 k m , 

$ 2 0 per car plus entry fee for vehicles without 

permit. 

1 5 O c t o b e r to 1 9 O c t o b e r packwalk 

N a m a d g i National Park 

Leader: M i c k Kelly 

3 A / B / C 

M a p s : Corin D a m , Rendezvous Creek 

1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 

A walk from the Orroral Valley via Cotter Gap 

and Leura G a p to Pocket H u t . Return via 

Oldfields Hut and Murrays G a p with a side 

trip up M o u n t Bimberi . If t ime permits, we 

will spend two nights at Pocket H u t and do a 

side trip to Bluewater Holes . T h e walk is 

mainly on fire trails and tracks. Transport to 

be advised. Please call leader to b o o k in as 

numbers limited. 1 0 0 k m , $ 2 5 per car. 

2 0 O c t o b e r to 2 3 O c t o b e r packwalk 

Waratahs and Views in the Blue 

M o u n t a i n s 

Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering 

2 C / D / E / F 

M a p s : Yerranderie, Burragorang 1:25 0 0 0 

P h o n e 6 2 8 6 2 1 2 8 

A four-day walk in the Yerranderie area o f the 

Blue Mountains , possibly taking in Tonalli 

River, Lacys Tableland, Vengeance Peninsula 

a n d the Axeheads. S o m e steep c l imbs to 

4 0 0 m . Al l off track. Contact leaders before 

Friday 13 O c i o b e r for details. Cars to be 

arranged. 

2 2 O c t o b e r Sunday daywalk 

B o x Vale Track, Mi t tagong 

Leader: C o l McAl i s ter 

1 A 

M a p : Mi t tagong 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Suitable for beginners. A lovely walk along 

the route o f an historic railway, passing 

through cuttings, embankments and an 8 0 m 

tunnel (pleasebringa torch). Should be many 

waratahs and other wildflowers. Side (or loop) 

trip to Forty Foot Falls (and Nattai Valley). 

M e e t in carpark at the A C T Netball Centre, 

N o r t h b o u r n e Avenue, Lyneham, at 8 am. 

3 6 0 k m , $ 9 0 per car. 

2 5 O c t o b e r W e d n e s d a y daywalk 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

T h e October edition o f our series o f monthly 

mid-week walks. Phone leader for details, 

which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 8 O c t o b e r and 2 9 October packwalk 

M o u n t Kel ly area 

Leader: Phil Gatenby 

3 A / D / E 

M a p s : Rendezvous Creek, Y a o u k 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

A walk to an unnamed peak west o f M o u n t 

Kelly. W e will park at the Boboyan Pines and 

for most o f the first day follow the Sams Creek 

firetrail. Return by way o f B o g o n g G a p . 

Contact leader for details by the Wednesday 

before the w a l k 1 4 0 k m , $ 3 5 per car. 



2 8 October Saturday afternoon tea 

Barbara and Syd C o m f o r t s garden, 

8 7 Shackleton Circuit, M a w s o n 

Leaden Syd C o m f o r t 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 5 7 8 

Enjoy a social afternoon with fellow members 

in Barbara and Syd's Mawson garden. Share 

afternoon tea and take up the federation 

centenary m o o d by looking over a collection 

o f Canberra memorabilia. From 2 . 3 0 pm. 

2 9 October Sunday daywalk 

M o n g a State Forest 

Leader: Len H a s k e w 

1 A 

M a p s : M o n g a , Araluen 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

M e e t Canberra Railway Station, Kingston, at 

7 .45am. T h e Friends o f the Mongarlowe River 

will again take us around the forest to look 

for waratalis in bloom. Last year they were 

very successful at finding a magnificent display 

o f flowers. T h e Friends will also tell us about 

the successful campaign to have much o f the 

forest declared a national park. 2 0 0 k m , $ 5 0 

per car plus a donation to the Friends. 

3 N o v e m b e r to 11 N o v e m b e r car camps 

Warrambungles (3 to 6 November) and 

M o u n t Kaputar (9 t o l l N o v e m b e r ) 

Leaders: M a x Lawrence (warrambungles ) 

and W a y n e Veide ( M o u n t Kaputar) 

M a p s : Warrumbung le National Park 1:30 

0 0 0 and M o u n t Kaputar 1:25 0 0 0 and 

e books to both parks. 

Phone: M a x 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 , 

W a y n e 6 5 5 3 4 3 5 1 

C o m e for one or both camps. In each case we 

will operate from a base camp and walks will 

range from easy strolls to some more strenuous 

cl imbs, but will mainly be on tracks. O f 

course, lazing in camp is always an (enjoyable) 

option. Contact leaders for some o f the walk 

possibilities. Please book early as numbers 

limited. U p to 1 4 0 0 k m , up to $ 3 5 0 per car. 

Fees also apply. 

4 N o v e m b e r Saturday daywalk 

Shanahans Mounta in /Curt i s H u t area 

Leader: M a r t i n Chalk 

2 A / B / C / E 

M a p : Col inton 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 (h), 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 (w) 

Leave K a m b a h Village Shops at 8 am for 

M o u n t Clear camp g r o u n d From there w e 

will proceed via the hills and dales for lunch 

at Shanahans Falls Creek. T h e afternoon will 

involve a navigation exercise to find Curtis 

( D e m a n d e r i n g ) H u t over r o u g h , s teep 

country. Return to cars via the M o u n t Clear 

to H o r s e Gully H u t fire trail . 1 6 0 k m , 

$ 4 0 per car. 

5 N o v e m b e r Sunday daywalk 

Southern (-most point of) A C T 

Leader: Frank Clements 

3 A / B 

M a p s : Col inton , Bredbo 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

A near repeat o f a walk led by M a t t h e w 

Higgins last November to survey peg number 

C 3 9 , the southernmost point o f the A C T . T h e 

walk will include some historical sites and the 

Long Flat. M e e t at Kambah Village Shops at 

8 . 3 0 am. I 3 0 k m , $ 3 3 per car. 

11 N o v e m b e r Saturday daywalk 

M o u n t M c K e a h n i e 

Leader: Eric Pickering 

3 C / D / E / F 

M a p : Cor in D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 1 2 8 

A l o n g a n d d i f f i cu l t c l i m b to M o u n t 

M c K e a h n i e f r o m K a n g a r o o C r e e k via 

Kangaroo Creek. Return via a westerly spur 

to Smokers Trail and Square Rock. Contact 

l eader f or deta i l s be fore W e d n e s d a y 8 

November. 

11 N o v e m b e r to 2 5 N o v e m b e r packwalk 

Wilson's Promontory 

Leader: Syd C o m f o r t 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 5 7 8 

Drive to W i l s o n s Promontory and camp at 

Tidal River on first day. T h e n walk two circuits 

o f about six days each in north and south 

sections o f the park with a day or two break 

between. Strict regulations apply to walking 

in this park, and early booking and payment 

will be necessary. Contact leader for details as 

soon as possible. 

1 8 N o v e m b e r Saturday day trip 

Lake Bathurst Heritage Trip 

Leaden R o b Forster 

Phone: 6 2 4 9 8 5 4 6 

Contact leader between 6and 10 November for 
bookings. A minimum of10 is required and pre­
payment, with cheques for $22 per person fir 
lunch, tour, etc made payable to Lake Bathurst 
Functions Centre, is essential. 
M e e t at Lake B a t h u m Functions Centre at 

9 . 3 0 am with travel via Bungendore a n d 

Tarago. A guided tour o f historic sites around 

the lake, followed by a visit to a private motor 

museum. Morning tea and lunch are provided. 

T u n e for a stroll around the village. Inspection 

also o f property Lansgrove Park with its 

beautiful garden and spectacular view. Notes 

wi l l b e s u p p l i e d to starters . 1 8 0 k m , 

$ 4 5 per car. 

2 2 N o v e m b e r W e d n e s d a y daywalk 

Leaden K e n Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e N o v e m b e r edi t ion o f o u r series o f 

monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader for 

details, which will be determined nearer the 

date. 

2 5 N o v e m b e r and 2 6 N o v e m b e r hostel 

weekend 

Hawkesbury Heights , Y H A 

Leader: Dav id Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

A n o t h e r in our regular series o f hoste l 

weekends. Numbers stricdy limited to 1 2 , so 

please get in early. Contact leader for details. 

2 6 N o v e m b e r Sunday daywalk 

M o u n t Gingera via Stockyard Spur 

Leader: Barbara Edgar 

3 A 

M a p : Cor in D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 5 6 8 5 (h) , 6 2 6 4 2 9 9 1 (w) 

A challenging 9 0 0 m cl imb for fit walkers. 

Starting from Corin D a m car park we go to 

Pryor's H u t and then on to M o u n t Gingera. 

T h e first 5 0 0 m o f the c l imb is steep, but the 

rewards, part icularly the views a n d the 

changing vegetation, make it all worthwhile. 

M e e t at K a m b a h Vi l lage Shops at 8 a m . 

1 2 0 k m , $ 3 0 per car. 

2 9 N o v e m b e r W e d n e s d a y daywalk 

Leader: D a v i d Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

T h e second November edition o f our series 

o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader for 

details, which will b e determined nearer 

the date. 

2 December to 6 D e c e m b e r packwalk 

Brindabella Odyssey 

Leader: Nevil le Esau 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 4 1 7 6 

A five-day packwalk starting from Orroral and 

involving two crossings o f the Brindabella 

Range. Contact leader for details. 

2 December and 3 D e c e m b e r South Coast 

trip 

Green C a p e / M o u n t Imlay, etc 

M a p s : M o u n t Imlay, Pambula, Eden and 

Kiah 1:25 0 0 0 

Leaden C o l McAl i s ter 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A variable feast. A chance for members to do 

their own thing but two activities planned. A 

guided tour o f Green Cape Lighthouse at 2 

pm on Saturday 2 December (there are other 

tour times also), and a 9 am start to cl imb 

M o u n t Imlay on Sunday 3 December. M a k e 

your own accommodation arrangements at or 

around Eden. Contact leader for details and 

other suggestions, including the Pinnacles and 

Boyd's Tower in the Ben Boyd National Park 

and cruises from Eden. 

guid 



10 December (Sunday) NPA Christmas 
Party 
Contact: Max Lawrence 
Phone: 6288 1370 
This year's Christmas party will be at Caloola 
Farm. We are looking to get things under way 
from about 11 am, so bring a picnic lunch. 
For those who haven't been to Caloola, head 
south from Tharwa past the Namadgi Visitor 
Centre and turn left immediately after you 
cross the bridge over the Gudgenby River at 
Naas (if you get to Fitzs Hill you've gone too 
far!). Caloola is then about 7-8km on at the 
end of the dirt road. Members wishing to sleep 
over at Caloola on the Saturday night should 
book with Max. 

27 December to 1 January packwalk 
River or Creek Packwalk 
Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering 
2C/D/E/F 
Phone: 6286 2128 
The intention is to provide a challenging walk 
but with some relaxation and swimming. And 
celebrate the new millenium (again!) in the 
bush. Possible areas are Bundundah Creek, 
Ettrema Creek or the Shoalhaven in the 
Morton National Park Contact leaders for 
details including transport arrangements and 
costs. Numbers limited. 

7 January Sunday daywalk 
Kosciuszko Main Range lakes 
Leader: Brian Slee 
Map: Mount Kosciuszko 1:50 000 
2A/C/D 
Phone: 6281 0719 (h) 6261 3509 (w) 
Our first daywalk of the new millenium 
(again!). Park at Charlotte Pass and cross 
Snowy River. Proceed to Mount Lee via 
Mounts Clarke and Northcote (views of Lake 
Albina) or to Carruthers Peak via Headley 
Tarn and Blue Lake. Flowers, views, lots of 
wow on this walk! Remnant snow. Insect 
repellant may be required. Numbers limited. 
Book early with leader. Early start required. 
430km, $108 plus $15 for vehicles without 
permit. 

14 January Sunday daywalk 
Rob Roy 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
1A 
Phone: 6288 4171 
The southernmost part of Canberra Nature 
Park. A steep-in-parts climb for wonderful 
views to the west and east plus different views 
of Canberra to the north. Meet at Kambah 
Village Shops at 8 am so that we can miss the 
heat of the day. Short distance, no charge. 

20 January Saturday evening walk 
Naas Creek/Grassy Creek area 
Leaden Martin Chalk 
Maps: Yaouk, Colinton, Shannons Flat, 
Bredbo 1:25 000 
2A/B/C 
Phone: 6292 3502 (h) , 6268 4864 (w) 
Leave about 4pm, return about 10pm. An 
evening walk in the Naas Creek/Grassy Creek 
area. There may be a short car shuffle. Phone 
leader for details. 

20 January and 21 January 
Table Top Mountain 
Leaden Steven Forst 
Map: Donison 1:25 000 
3A/B/C 
Phone: 6251 6817 (h) , 6256 5236 (w) 
Contact leader by Wednesday. A walk from 
Delaney's Hut, across the Eucumbene River 
and camping high on Waterhole Creek. 
Return via Four Mile Hut. 350km, 
$88 per car. 

24 January Wednesday daywalk 
Leaden Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The January edition of our series of monthly 
mid-week walks. Phone leader for details, 
which will be determined nearer the date. 

26 January Friday (Australia Day) daywalk 
Big Hole/Marble Arch 
Leaden Ken Free 
Map: Kain 1:25 000 
Phone: 6295 8894 
Meet at Canberra Railway station, Kingston, 
at 8.30 am. A pleasant walk on a dedicated 
walking track to the Big Hole, a vast unfenced 
sinkhole (beware 114m deep.')) and Marble 
Arch, a limestone cave through a ridge, 
followed by a narrow, spectacular limestone 
gorge ending in a swimming hole. Drive 
through Captains Flat with some gravel. It will 
be necessary to cross the Shoalhaven River, so 
please bring sandshoes or thongs, etc 180km, 
$45 per car. 

31 January Wednesday daywalk 
Leader: Col McAlister 
Phone: 6288 4171 
The second January edition of our series of 
monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader for 
details, which will be determined nearer 
the date. 

Rivercare Queanbeyan 
Rivercare Environment concerts are held at 
regular intervals at Queanbeyan Uniting 
Church on Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm. 
Indigenous and non-indigenous artists and 
performers entertain to raise money so that 
work can continue to clean and vegetate the 
riverbanks. The contact is Terry Kiernen, 
phone 6236 6210. Performance dates are: 
September - Saturday 9th an 30th, 
October - Saturday 14th, 
November — Saturday 11 th. 

Warm feet 
Olive Buckman has passed on the advice 
set out below with the note that she wished 
she had known about it in her back-packing 
days. 

To keep your feet warm and dry on cold 
and even wet days or nights, put on a pair 
of socks, plastic bags over each, another pair 
of socks, then boots or shoes. 

Watch this space 
A couple of our leaders have 
foreshadowed other possible 
Kosciuszko National Park daywalks 
in January and February. Details in 
next program. 



Solv ing the w e e d prob lem 
• A t t i t u d e s . W e n e e d to g e t 

governments and their agencies, 
p l a n t n u r s e r i e s a n d t h e 
communi ty to recognise weeds as 
a p rob lem. Th i s is quite difficult 
as m a n y cu r r en t w e e d spec ies 
u s e d to b e r e c o m m e n d e d b y 
gove rnmen t agencies . The W e e d 
Officer is w o r k i n g in partnership 
w i t h g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e 
c o m m u n i t y to change at t i tudes 
not only w h a t is g r o w n but the 
also abou t the potential hazard 
of d u m p i n g garden wastes . 

• Identif ication. Publ ic i ty must b e 
given to w h a t plants are weeds . 

• Educat ion . T h e communi ty m u s t 
b e g i v e n c l e a r i n fo rma t ion o n 
identifying w e e d s and on h o w to 
b e r e s p o n s i b l e c o n s u m e r s . 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l w e e d s could b e 
labelled in nurser ies bu t this is 
e x p e n s i v e . T h e m e d i a is n o t 
genera l ly in teres ted in this sor t 
o f publ ic educa t ion unless there 
is s o m e sensat ional aspect to a 
story, such as Acacia baileyana 
officially chang ing from friend to 
foe, or w i l l ow removal . 

• Legis la t ion. Legis la t ion is a las t 
r e s o r t a n d i s n o t t h e m o s t 

Vale Glyn Lewis 
Soon after m o v i n g to Canberra in 
1 9 6 8 S h i r l e y a n d G l y n L e w i s 
j o i n e d t h e N P A a n d b e c a m e 
involved in associat ion activities 
both as par t ic ipants and leaders. 
In 1986 Glyn w a s elected to the 
C o m m i t t e e a n d a c c e p t e d t h e 
posi t ion o f Publ ic i ty Officer. H e 
directed m u c h t ime, energy and 
thought in to w a y s b y which the 
a s s o c i a t i o n a n d i t s o b j e c t i v e s 
could b e c o m e bet ter appreciated. 
H e w a s i n v o l v e d w i t h s c h o o l 
compet i t ions and the organis ing 
o f e v e n t s s u c h as t h e N P A ' s 
par t i c ipa t ion in Her i t age W e e k 
exh ib i t i ons . T h e s e events w e r e 
w e l l s u p p o r t e d a n d w e r e 
successful. 

G l y n a l so h a d t h e vis ion o f a 

I conservat ion course conducted i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h an a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n a g e n c y w h i c h w o u l d 
reach w i d e l y in to the community . 

effective form o f control . I t can 
inc lude m o v e s such as b a n n i n g 
sale and impor ta t ion o f certain 
p l a n t s a n d s e e d s . T h e W e e d s 
O f f i c e r i s s e e k i n g s t r o n g e r 
m a n a g e m e n t controls over s o m e 
species i n the ACT. 

* Research , e g for sterile c lones 
• Pract ica l ac t ion. L a n d c a r e and 

P a r k c a r e n e e d a l o t o f 
moni tor ing , and i t is ha rd to ge t 
e n o u g h h e l p e r s w h o a r e 
phys ica l ly able to do s o m e o f the 
work , or, for example , w h o wil l 
accept herb ic ide use . There is a 
large tu rnover o f vo lunteers . 

Conclus ion 
O f all the mass ive env i ronmenta l 
reforms the c o m m u n i t y has had to 
adap t to d u r i n g t h e l as t d e c a d e , 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l w e e d s h a v e 
attracted the at tention o f a greater 
percentage o f the popula t ion than 
e v e n w a t e r r e f o r m . D e s p i t e a n y 
misgivings any one o f us migh t have 
a b o u t a f a v o u r i t e s p e c i e s b e i n g 
classed as a w e e d , the re c o m e s a 
t ime w h e n w e mus t look at the issue 
o b j e c t i v e l y . S e e k t o u n d e r s t a n d 
w h e n a p lant is a w e e d . Recogn i se 
the costs that are be ing th rown onto 

the shoulders o f o u r chi ldren and 
grandchildren. Re l i sh the search for 
e x c i t i n g a n d n e w n o n - i n v a s i v e 
al ternatives. 

M u r i e l E d w a r d s 

From June 87 Bulletin Glyn Lewis and Ian Haynes as 
they appeared in the June 1987 Bulletin with the caption 
provided by Audrey Hill, '...and if you do that again Til 

slap your wrist' 

H e put a lo t o f effort in to curr iculum 
deve lopment and searching for an 
appropr ia te cour se s t ruc ture bu t , 
unfortunately, the pro jec t d id n o t 
reach fruition. 

G l y n w a s k e e n o n car -camping , 
g r a c i n g c a m p s w i t h a r a t h e r 
distinguished ye l low campervan. H e 
e x p e r i e n c e d a d e e p e n j o y m e n t o f 
n a t u r a l p l a c e s a n d m a d e h i s 

contribution to thei r preservation 
and appreciat ion b y others . 

G l y n d i e d i n C a n b e r r a o n 
30July 2000 . 

A s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s e x t e n d 
t h e i r s y m p a t h y t o h i s w i d o w , 
Shirley, and other m e m b e r s o f the 
family. 

S y d Comfor t 

Congratulations 
T w o l o n g - s t a n d i n g a s s o c i a t i o n 
m e m b e r s h a v e r e c e n t l y a c c e p t e d 
i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s w i t h i n 
c o n s e r v a t i o n b o d i e s . L i fe m e m b e r 
and fo rmer p r e s i d e n t Nev i l l e E s a u 
h a s b e e n e l ec t ed P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l o f the S o u t h 
E a s t R e g i o n a n d C a n b e r r a . 
D i a n n e T h o m p s o n w h o has b e e n 
ac t i ve in the a s s o c i a t i o n in m a n y 
ro l e s o v e r the y e a r s has , on t h e 
n o m i n a t i o n o f t h e N S W N a t i o n a l 
Pa rks A s s o c i a t i o n , b e e n a p p o i n t e d 
b y t h e N S W E n v i r o n m e n t 
Min is te r , B o b Debus, as a m e m b e r 
o f t h e Na t iona l P a r k s and Wi ld l i f e 
S e r v i c e S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e . B o t h 
m e m b e r s t ake w i t h t h e m t h e b e s t 
w i s h e s o f the a s s o c i a t i o n as t h e y 
t a k e u p the i r n e w a p p o i n t m e n t s . 



An iron bar no match for Premier Carr 
M i k e T h o m p s o n , m e m b e r o f t h e 
Southern Forest Forum, N S W NPA, 
and the Nature Conservation Council 
o f N S W bel ieves tha t s o m e o f the 
c r e d i t fo r t h e N S W P r e m i e r ' s 
c o u r a g e o u s s t and a g a i n s t W i l s o n 
Tuckey (Federal Minister for Forests) 
a n d t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s R e g i o n a l F o r e s t 
Agreement (RFA) 'solutions' should go 
to Milo Dunphy, who , 'as he stoked the 
campfire at Murramarang. . . . .helped 
a younger Bob Carr to appreciate our 
unique natural and cultural heritage.' 
T h e Colong Foundation gives all credit 
to B o b Carr alone and points out that 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e n d i t u r e h a s 
increased more than twofold, 150 n e w 
national parks and reserves have been 
declared, and over 700 000 hectares 
o f state forests have been transferred 
to the care o f the National Parks and 
W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e s i n c e t h e C a r r 
Government took office. 

O n Apri l 15 this y e a r the Premier 
a d d e d 3 4 0 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s ( a b o u t 
220000 on the South Coas t and the 
remainder in the T u m u t area) to the 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s s y s t e m . T h i s h a s 
resulted in the declaration o f 100 n e w 
national parks. Wi th a sweep o f his 
p e n the P r e m i e r t o o k the l o g g i n g 
indust ry and the Commonwea l th ' s 
R F A process complete ly b y surprise. 
B y no t s ign ing of f on the R F A h e 
revealed jus t h o w hol low were Wilson 
T u c k e y ' s t h r e a t s , a n d M r C a r r 
m a n a g e d to t e m p o r a r i l y ha l t the 
expor t o f woodch ips sourced in the 
Southern Fores t Reg ion . N o doub t 
under pressure from the industry the 
Commonwea l th was forced to alter 
the regulat ions and at the m o m e n t 
w o o d c h i p l i c e n c e s a r e o n a 
shipment-by-shipment basis . B y his 
act ions B o b Carr revealed that the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h d id n o t h a v e t h e 
l e v e r a g e t h a t t h e y t h o u g h t w a s 
p r o v i d e d b y the R F A s . Wi l l o the r 
S ta te P remie r s be so cou rageous? 
C e r t a i n l y i t s e e m s r e a l i s t i c to 
suppose that it is unl ikely that any 
other R F A will ever be signed in NSW. 

T h e Premier 's decis ion has he lped 
to par t i a l ly rea l i se the l o n g he ld 
d r e a m o f s o m e g e n e r a t i o n s o f 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s f o r a ' G r e a t 
Escarpment* nat ional pa rk sys tem. 
T h e m a j o r g a p b e t w e e n t h e 
B u d a w a n g s and D e u a - W a d b i l l i g a 
pa rks will b e filled, in part , b y the 
n e w M o n g a / B u c k e n b o w r a reserve . 
T h i s i s a r i c h , p r o d u c t i v e a n d 
significant area for the preservat ion 
o f f l o r a a n d f a u n a - h i g h l y 
p r o d u c t i v e o l d - g r o w t h f o r e s t , 
p r o v i d i n g a w o n d e r f u l h a v e n for 
vrildiife. Its inclusion marks a major 
a c h i e v e m e n t b y c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
because its h igh product iv i ty m a d e 
it ex t remely attractive to the t imber 
i n d u s t r y as w e l l . W i t h M o n g a / 
B u c k e n b o w r a n o w in the r e se rve 
s y s t e m t h e r e i s a 3 5 0 k m l o n g 
r e s e r v e l i n k f r o m t h e V i c t o r i a n 
bo rde r to Macquar ie Pass . 

M r Carr's act ions have enhanced 
M u r r a m a r a n g Nat ional Park . T h e 
fo rmer ly na r row coastal s t r ip h a s 
b e e n e x t e n d e d t o f o r m a m a j o r 
coas ta l pa rk o f h i g h conse rva t ion 
value, protecting Durras Lake which 
is o n e o f the least dis turbed coastal 
lakes in NSW. T h e pa rk has ' g rown ' 
from about 2 0 0 0 hec tares to about 
10 000 . The coastal forests a round 
Cudimir rah have been added to the 
r e s e r v e s y s t e m as w e l l a s o t h e r 
superb coastal lakes such as Conjola, Meroo 
M e r o o , T e r m e i l , B u r r i l l a n d 
Tabour ie . 

In theTumut arearemnant woodlands 
of box and river red gums have been 
given protection and the habitat of a 
number of rare and endangered species 
is now better protected. 

B o b Car r and his E n v i r o n m e n t 
Minister, Bob Debus , w e r e n o doubt 
i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e v i g o r o u s 
c a m p a i g n i n g o f c o n s e r v a t i o n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . T h e W i l d e r n e s s 
Society, the N S W N P A , t h e N S W 
N a t u r e Conserva t ion C o u n c i l and 
The Colong Foundat ion come readily 
to m i n d as b e i n g g r o u p s w h o 
c a m p a i g n e d l o n g a n d h a r d a n d 

v igorous ly for this grea t ou t come . 
O u r associat ion's invo lvement with 
the Friends o f the Mongar lowe River 
h a s g iven us an i n s igh t i n t o t h e 
o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k t h a t l o c a l 
communi ty conservat ion groups can 
achieve. Together wi th the Friends 
o f D u r r a s , t h e D i g n a m ' s C r e e k 
C o m m u n i t y G r o u p and t h e P e a k 
Alone-Wandella Catchment Association 
(to mention just a few of those involved) 
they must feel immensely proud and 
well-rewarded. 

T h e campaign ing is no t all over b y 
a n y means! Sadly, the decis ion has 
no t protected all o f the wi lderness 
forests in the region. La rge areas o f 
wi lderness are unpro tec ted in the 
D e u a , W a n d e l l a and B a d j a S ta te 
F o r e s t s . B e c a u s e so m u c h o t h e r 
l o g g i n g a rea h a s been los t to the 
indus t ry , i t s e e m s r e a s o n a b l e t o 
expect that logging for both sawmills 
and woodch ips wi l l intensify in the, 
a s y e t , u n p r o t e c t e d a r e a s . T h e 
Goobar raganda Wi lderness area in 
the Bucc leuch Sta te Fores t has also 
been largely left to the industry. This 
i s an a r e a t h a t w a s p r e v i o u s l y 
excised from the park and its return 
w a s m o r e o r l e s s e x p e c t e d . 
Campaigners wil l need to b e alert 
to e n s u r e t h a t l o g g i n g d o e s n o t 
i n t e n s i f y a n d t h a t p o t e n t i a l l y 
d e s t r u c t i v e u t i l i s a t i o n o f n a t i v e 
forests to p roduce b iomass energy 
for convers ion to e lectr ic i ty is not 
a l lowed to happen . 

T h e (pol i t ica l ly , at l ea s t ) v e x e d 
q u e s t i o n o f t i m b e r i n d u s t r y 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g i s a l s o l a r g e l y 
unresolved and this is another area 
w h e r e conse rva t ion o rgan i sa t ions 
mus t remain ext remely vigilant . Col 
Dorbe r , e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f the 
Forest Product Associa t ion , labelled 
the Premier 's decis ion as a 'sell-out ' 
to the ci ty-based greenies and this 
g ives some indicat ion o f w h a t is to 
c o m e in the future. W a r n i n g bel ls 
m u s t surely r ing loudly, too , w h e n 
the N S W State Treasurer advocates 

continued on page 13 



doubling woodch ip volumes from old 
t r ee s , a n d a l s o b u r n i n g t h e m to 
gene ra te electr ici ty. M r Egan h a s 
a l l e g e d l y w a r n e d t h a t t h e 
commerc ia l v iabi l i ty o f state forests 
depends on such a radical decis ion 
wh ich w o u l d n o d o u b t apply to all 
s tate forests, n o mat te r where t h e y 
w e r e located. 

So w h a t are the chal lenges for the 
conservation m o v e m e n t as far as the 
S o u t h e r n F o r e s t s a re c o n c e r n e d ? 
T h e y wi l l poss ib ly include: 

• c a t c h m e n t p r o t e c t i o n for t h e 
Clyde River ; 

• v igorous opposi t ion to intensified 
logging whe the r for woodchips o r 
b iomass energy; and 

• p e r m a n e n t p r o t e c t i o n f o r 
wi lderness areas left out o f the 
c u r r e n t d e c i s i o n . In o u r o w n 
'backyard' , there are critical gaps 

in a reas ad jo in ing K o s c i u s z k o 
Nat ional Park . 

I have no t b e e n able to find any 
d e t a i l e d m a p s s h o w i n g t h e 
proposals . R u m o u r has it tha t the 
v a r i o u s S t a t e a g e n c i e s a r e s t i l l 
negot ia t ing 'boundary ' adjus tments 
a n d t h e s e h a v e t o b e c o m p l e t e d 
b e f o r e t h e a g e n c i e s m a k e m a p s 
ava i l ab l e . M e a n w h i l e l a r g e sca le 
m a p s m a y b e downloaded from http:/ 
/ i p r i m u s . c o m a u / t w i d d u p . T h e s e 
m a p s give a genera l ove rv iew o f the 
n e w ar rangements , bu t because the 
scale is so large , i t is imposs ib le to 
d iscern t h e devi l in the detail ' . 

In the mean t ime let's b e grateful 
for Milo Dunphy, the activist members 
o f conservat ion organisa t ions , and 
above all, N S W Premier Bob Carr who 
had the political will and courage to 
m a k e the decisions. 

References 

"Expansion o f nat ional pa rks on the 
n a t u r e c o a s t " , National Parks 
Journal, June 2 0 0 0 

"Southern forest decis ion a polit ical 
d e a l , s a y s l o g g i n g i n d u s t r y " , 
TheColong Bulletin, J u ly 2000 

" N S W southern forests", Wilderness 
News, Ju ly 2 0 0 0 

L e n H a s k e w 

Christmas party 
C o m e to this year 's N P A Chris tmas 
Party on Sunday, D e c e m b e r 10, to 
b e he ld at Ca loo la F a r m . This is a 
great location for a picnic-party, so 
j o in other m e m b e r s and enjoy the 
day. Full details are in the Out ings 
Program. 

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 
Olympic Landcare Project 
O n Sa tu rday A u g u s t 12, O l y m p i c 
g y m n a s t M o n i q u e Al l en l aunched 
the G u d g e n b y B u s h Regenera t ion 
Group's O l y m p i c Landcare Project. 
For this project the group is planting 
2000 eucalypts and wattles adjacent 
to the Y a n k e e H a t ca rpark . F i v e 
hundred seedl ings were planted last 
au tumn, s o m e b y N P A work parties, 
and the r e s t w i l l b e p l a n t e d o n 
Sep tember 10 to coincide with the 
Olympic Torch be ing carried at its 
c l o s e s t t o G u d g e n b y , and at t h e 
S e p t e m b e r w o r k par ty . M o n i q u e , 
w h o l ives locally, w a s a m e m b e r o f 
t h e g y m n a s t i c t e a m at the 1 9 9 2 
Olympics in Barce lona . 

Joan Goodrum, Simon Buckpitt, Frank Clements, Clive Hurlstone, 
Eleanor Stodart, Steve Welch, Syd Comfort and David Hall with Monique 

Allen launching the Olympic Landcare project at Gudgenby. 
Photo provided by Eleanor Stodart. 



Budawangs rescue 
Many members will recall that four 
local teenagers were reported as 
being lost in the Budawangs in early 
May, this year. Several members of 
T h e S y d n e y B u s h w a l k e r s were 
involved in the successful search for 
these youngsters. One of the rescuers, 
Tony Manes, wrote an account of 
the operation for the June 2000 
edition of their monthly bulletin T h e 
S y d n e y Bushwalker . What follows is 
a highly edited version of Tony's 
article. It is printed here with 
permission of the editor. 

T h e s e a r c h fo r f o u r t e e n a g e r s , 
C h r i s , K a r e n , A l i s o n a n d S t e v e n 
b e g a n after their p l anned four-day 
w a l k though Mor ton Nat iona l Park 
f rom Nerr iga to Yadboro Flat w e n t 
w r o n g . C h r i s w a s g o i n g fo r h i s 
Queen's Scout award, wh ich required 
h i m to n a v i g a t e u n a i d e d t h r o u g h 
unfamiliar terrain us ing the skills he 
h a d g a i n e d d u r i n g h i s s c o u t i n g 
career . 

T h e search for the miss ing walkers 
b e g a n on M a y 2, w h e n Wilderness 
Rescue b e g a n s e e k i n g v o l u n t e e r s . 
T h e v o l u n t e e r s w e r e b r i e f e d a t 
U l l a d u l l a P o l i c e S t a t i o n o n t h e 
morn ing of M a y 3 and they were then 
sen t to Yadboro Flat to b e ass igned 
in to groups and al located a search 
a rea based on the in tended durat ion 
o f s tay. E a c h g r o u p c o n s i s t e d o f 
p o l i c e , bushf i re , S ta te E m e r g e n c y 
S e r v i c e ( S E S ) , V o l u n t e e r R e s c u e 
A s s o c i a t i o n ( V R A ) a n d v o l u n t e e r 
(bushwalker ) personnel . 

T o n y was al located to an overnight 
g roup to search from T h e V i n e s v ia 
Styles Creek, Hol land G o r g e and the 
C lyde River to Yadboro Flat. T h e S E S 
rad io operator ass igned to the g roup 
j u s t happened to b e a m e m b e r o f the 
S h o a l h a v e n B u s h w a l k i n g C l u b , 
e n a b l i n g t h e g r o u p to m o v e m o r e 
qu ick ly through the bush . 

T h e group were driven to The Vines 
and were m e t at Styles Creek by a 
n a v y helicopter wh ich carried extra 
ra t ions in case they w e r e needed. 

B y this t i m e it w a s 3 :30pm and 
t i m e was runn ing out for the day. A 
d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e to h e a d for a 
clearing on the edge o f Hol land Gorge 
before go ing on to c a m p for the n igh t 
in a cave on M o u n t H o u g h t o n . 

T h e par ty arrived at the clearing 
a b o u t 4 : 3 0 p m , b l o w i n g t h e i r 
whist les all the way. T h e y decided 
to g ive one last b l o w before mov ing 
of f to c a m p . T h e y w e r e sure they 
heard a reply. 

'Well, w e finally worked out wh ich 
direct ion it was c o m i n g f rom and I 
cou ld see th rough the t ree tops , a 
faint flicker o f f lame f rom a fire and 
a b o v e t h a t the a r m o f a p e r s o n 
w a v i n g . W e asked t h e p e r s o n to 
iden t i fy h i m / h e r s e l f a n d h i s /he r 
c o m p a n i o n s . Sure e n o u g h , i t w a s 
them, the four lost teenagers . You 
could hea r the happ iness in their 
vo ices . I to ld them to s tay w h e r e 
they were and I wou ld c o m e u p to 
t hem. T h e y were in an ove rhang on 
t h e s o u t h e r n e d g e o f M o u n t 
Sturgiss, approximately 500 metres 
from us (as the crow flies). I asked 
the SES radio operator to set u p the 
radio and contact Base C a m p to let 
t h e m k n o w the s i tuat ion, whi l e I 
and another par ty m e m b e r w e n t to 
check out their condit ion. 

'When w e finally got to the lost 
party, everyone was p leased to see 
us and they were all in good health. 
I cal led out to our radio operator to 
confirm to base that all we re wel l 
and to get a chopper in quick before 
dark. T h e chopper m u s t have been 
in the v ic in i ty because w e hadn ' t 
even finished pack ing u p before the 
first o f two choppers arr ived. It took 
us all about another half-hour to get 
b a c k to the clearing w h e r e i t had 
landed. The youngsters were rushed 
in to the wai t ing chopper. T h e N a v y 
g u y s w e r e g r e a t , c o n s i d e r i n g 
v i s ib i l i t y w a s d o w n to a b o u t 10 
met res w h e n w e took off.' 

T h e y were flown to Nowra , me t b y 
ambulances and taken to the naval 
hospi tal . T h e rescuers w e r e given 
hot food, dr inks, s h o w e r and naval 
overal ls . 

Conclus ion 
T h e teenagers did as wel l as their 
knowledge permit ted. T h e wea the r 
w a s agains t t hem from the start, 
wi th low cloud, fog and ujifamiliar 
country. Thei r mapB we re useless at 
the start due to recent subdivis ion 
o f local farms and no road s ignage. 

T h e y h a d all t h e r i g h t g e a r a n d 
maps , food for extra days ( thanks to 
one t eam member ' s pa rano ia about 
get t ing lost) . T h e y m a d e m a n y good 
decisions, some not so good, and they 
m a d e t h e b e s t o f e a c h o t h e r ' s 
c o m p a n y t o k e e p m o r a l e h i g h . 
Eventual ly they accepted that they 
w e r e los t ; m a d e c a m p in a h i g h 
l o c a t i o n ; m a d e a s i gna l f i re a n d 
shared thei r food. T h e y s tayed in 
this locat ion, conserving energy and 
m a i n t a i n i n g s a f e ty . A N D m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t l y , t hey h a d a w h i s t l e , 
wh ich m a y have saved thei r l ives, 
because wi thou t it, w e m a y neve r 
have heard them over the constant 
drone o f search planes and choppers . 

' H o p e f u l l y t h e l e s s o n s t h e s e 
teenagers learnt on this tr ip won ' t 
stop t h e m from pursu ing their love 
o f the bush . M a y b e this inc ident can 
help others to unders tand that i f you 
don' t h a v e the knowledge ; go wi th 
s o m e o n e w h o d o e s , o r j o i n a 
bushwalk ing club. 

'One th ing I wou ld personal ly l ike 
to see changed is that organisers o f 
such trips/tests, m a k e i t compulsory 
to h a v e at l eas t o n e e x p e r i e n c e d 
p e r s o n w i t h k n o w l e d g e o f t h e 
intended area included in each par ty 
for safety reasons. T h e y don ' t have 
to lead the trip, bu t b e present in 
case they are required. ' 

A d d e n d u m : 
T h e J u l y i s s u e o f The Sydney 
Bushwalker, quot ing the Canber ra 
B u s h w a l k i n g C l u b ' s J u n e 
news l e t t e r IT, q u e r i e d the u s e o f 
w h i s t l e s in a s e a r c h and r e s c u e 
o p e r a t i o n . I t r e p o r t e d t e s t s 
c o n d u c t e d in an o p e n fores t t ha t 
showed that a woman ' s cooee carried 
approximate ly 750 met res , a man 's 
c o o e e 5 0 0 m e t r e s , a m e t a l p e a 
wh i s t l e 3 5 0 m e t r e s and a p las t ic 
w h i s t l e 2 5 0 m e t r e s . IT a l s o 
m e n t i o n e d t h e u s e o f a s h i n y 
a lumin ium space b lanket to attract 
the at tention o f a rescue hel icopter 
in adverse condi t ions and the use o f 
an old C D for s ignal l ing purposes -
the centre ho le m a k e s s ight ing easy. 

L e n H a s k e w 



Perth parks revisited 
One o f the h ighl ights o f our r ecen t 
tr ip to the 'o ther s ide ' o f Aust ra l ia 
was to spend a w e e k e n d wi th N P A 
m e m b e r S tephen Johns ton . 

S tephen w a s a m o s t w e l c o m i n g 
hos t , p rov id ing m e a l s and g u i d e d 
t o u r s t h r o u g h t h e s m a l l n a t u r e 
r e s e r v e s w h i c h a r e s c a t t e r e d 
through Per th . Despi te an overcas t 
sky w e set o f f on Sa turday to the 
r i v e r to v i s i t a r e s e r v e w i t h a 
wa lkway w h i c h led pas t mangroves 
and out onto a lagoon. Hundreds o f 
s a c r e d i b i s w e r e p e r c h e d o n 
shrubbery a round the large lagoon 
t a l k i n g a n d f l a p p i n g n o i s i l y . A 
stranger, a rufous night-heron, flew 
in and sett led d o w n for a rest. 

Then w e w e r e off to the Wire less 
Reserve w h e r e Banksia menziesii, 
pea f lowers, H o v e a and grass t rees 
abounded. 

W e vis i ted the g rounds o f the o ld 
H e a t h c o t e H o s p i t a l ( n o w a 
c o m m u n i t y r e s e r v e ) w h e r e a 
dehghtful g r o u p o f 13-year-old girls 
we re ce lebra t ing after a s leepover 
and barbecue breakfast . There were 
lovely v iews o f the S w a n River f rom 
the terrace. 

W e then re turned to the r iver at 
Walkers R e s e r v e w h e r e ships u sed 
to call in the 1800s and early 1900s 
a n d w a l k e d d o w n s t r e a m to t h e 
l imes tone cliffs w h i c h b o r d e r t h e 
river. We lunched at a cafe whi le rain 
fell bu t i t soon c leared and then w e 

Stephen Johnston and Reg Alder on Sullivans Rock, Darling Range. 
Photo by Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

w e r e o f f f o r a d r i v e t h r o u g h 
Fremant le to a large hi l l top reserve 
w i t h a l o o k o u t a n d c a p t u r e d 
s a n d h i l l s . H e r e w e s a w a 
m a g n i f i c e n t f l ock o f wh i t e - t a i l ed 
black cockatoos . 

Sunday dawned sunny and still, 
so after breakfast w e set off for the 
D a r l i n g R a n g e w h i c h i s o n l y 
4 5 m i n u t e s d r ive to the eas t . W e 
c o m m e n c e d w a l k i n g o n t h e 
Bibbulman Track to Sullivan's Rock , 
a huge grani te d o m e d slab, f rom the 
top o f w h i c h w e had excel lent v i e w s 
o f t h e r a n g e . C a r e f u l l y w a l k i n g 

Stephen cleaning his boots to prevent the spread o / T h y t o p h t h o r a . 
This site is on the Bibbulman Track. 
Photo by Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

d o w n the other s ide w e entered a 
marr i and j a r r a h forest r ich w i t h 
g r a s s t r e e s a n d w i l d f l o w e r s . W e 
c a m e t o a b o o t - b r u s h i n g s i t e 
established in the hope o f prevent ing 
the spread o f t h e d ieback fungus , 
Phytophthora cinnamomi. C l imbing 
onto M o u n t Vernon and to another 
rock slab, w e s a w dense b lack c louds 
rapidly m o v i n g in our direct ion. 

S tephen , w h o h a d n o ra in gear, 
raced back d o w n the track as fast 
as b e could, wh i l e R e g and I donned 
our coats and a lso wa lked br i sk ly 
down the track. Wi th in five minu tes 
the rain fell, bu t i t w a s still a del ight 
to w a l k through that bush land and 
see the tree trunks g leaming in their 
wet bark. Back at the car w e decided 
that a hot meal in Jar rahdale wou ld 
be m o s t comfor t ing . A l s o S t ephen 
wanted to show us the interest ing 
loca l m u s e u m . W e d r o v e b a c k to 
Perth on a different road, th rough 
forest and farmland to a ho t shower 
and dry clothes at Stephen 's home . 
T h e r e w a s t i m e n o w to r e a d the 
m a n y books he h a s collected about 
the local area. 

A t r u l y d e l i g h t f u l t i m e w i t h 
S t e p h e n w h o m i s s e s t h e A C T 
mounta ins , bu t in his usual style is 
out-and-about learn ing as m u c h as 
possible about the env i ronment o f 
Perth. 

Fiona M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 



A Snowy Hume and Hovell 
In ear ly June Dav id La rge led an N P A w a l k on the T^imbarumba-to-Talbingo section o f the H u m e and Hovel l 

Track . Other m e m b e r s w e r e Geoff Barker, S teven Forst, Gi lber t Hughes , M a x L a w r e n c e and Wayne Veide. The 

highlights were the extent o f the snow remain ing from the heavy falls a fortnight earl ier and the evidence o f wi ld 

wea the r generally, T h e t rack be low B u d d o n g Falls was Uttered wi th fallen trees and b ranches wh ich also shattered 

the br idge at Moffetts Cross ing. M a x L a w r e n c e took these photos o f the tr ip. 

At Coffee Pot, left to right, Geoff, Gilbert, Wayne, David, Steven. 



- c o m p i l e d b y L e n H a s k e w 

Discover ing T u g g e r a n o n g 
G o t a f ew s p a r e h o u r s ? N o t sure 
wha t to do bu t y o u wou ld l ike to get 
to k n o w m o r e about the A C T ? Then 
w h y not go o n a tour o f d iscovery o f 
T u g g e r a n o n g Valley, T h a r w a and 
L a n y o n w i t h a h e l p i n g h a n d to 
unveil s o m e o f its secrets . 

Tha t he lp ing hand comes in the 
form of two tour brochures for sites 
o f h e r i t a g e s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the 
T u g g e r a n o n g Valley, and T h a r w a 
and Lanyon . 

The brochures were developed b y 
the National Trust of Australia (ACT), 
with assistance from P A L M , the A C T 
Heri tage Grants P rog ram and the 
Commonweal th Government's Grant-
in-aid Program. They were written by 
local historian and archaeologist, Dr 
Peter Dowling, with sketches by M s 
Lorraine Downey. 

The T h r o u g h the Valley ' b rochure 
identifies 15 sites o f interest . These 
inc lude t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 
Corridor, T u g g e r a n o n g Schoolhouse 
a t C h i s h o l m , A b o r i g i n a l a x e 
gr inding g r o o v e s at T h e o d o r e and 
A b o r i g i n a l s c a r r e d t r e e s n e a r 
K a m b a h a n d W a n n i a s s a , R o s e 
Cottage, Hil l Stat ion, and a stone 
ruin on M u g g a Lane . 

T h e ' T h a r w a a n d L a n y o n ' 
brochure n a m e s 13 sites, mc lud ing 
M o u n t T e n n e n t , T h a r w a V i l l a g e 
(and var ious bui ld ings at Tha rwa) , C
u p p a c u m b a l o n g h o m e s t e a d and 
gardens, and cemetery, H o n g Yang's 
g r a v e s i te , a n d W i l l i a m Farrer ' s 
g rave at Lambr igg . 

C o p i e s o f t h e b r o c h u r e s a r e 
avai lable f r o m P A L M ' S C u s t o m e r 
Service Cen t re , 16 Chal l is Street, 
Dickson; from the Nat ional Trus t o f 
A u s t r a l i a ( A C T ) o r f r o m t h e 
Envi ronment Information Centre at 
M a c a r t h u r H o u s e , 1 2 W a t t l e S t , 
Lyneham. 

PALM, Newsletter, Winter , 2000 

W a r r u m b u n g l e w i n 
In J a n u a r y t h e M i n i s t e r fo r the 
E n v i r o n m e n t , H o n B o b D e b u s , 
announced tha t construct ion o f n e w 
cab ins for a c c o m m o d a t i o n in the 
Warrumbungle National Park would 
n o t p r o c e e d . T h e p r o p o s a l w a s 

rejected after the N P W S conducted 
envi ronmenta l s tudies. 

Pa rk -based reso r t d e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g i n f r a ­
structure is in direct contradic t ion 
t o s e t t i n g l a n d s a s i d e f o r 
conse rva t ion . T h e p r o p o s a l w o u l d 
also have d i sadvan taged the local 
tour ism economy. Coonabarabran is 
o n l y 25 minu t e s a w a y a n d p rov ides 
a r a n g e o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n ; a n y 
development in the pa rk w o u l d have 
been in direct compet i t ion wi th local 
bus inesses . 
A win for c o m m o n sense . 

National Parks Journal, April.2000 

K a m a y - B o t a n y B a y 

Abor ig ina l l inks wi th the land are 
to b e affirmed b y a c h a n g e o f n a m e 
fo r B o t a n y B a y N a t i o n a l P a r k to 
K a m a y - B o t a n y Bay Nat iona l Park, 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g the s igni f icance o f 
the area for b o t h the local Dharawal 
p e o p l e a n d E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s . 
K a m a y is the D h a r a w a l n a m e for 
the area. 

A s Cap ta in Cook ' s f irst l a n d i n g 
p lace in Sydney, focusing at tention 
o n this site is a symbol i c m o v e to 
f o s t e r r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . N P A S t a t e 
C o u n c i l a t i t s m e e t i n g i n M a r c h 
expressed wholehear ted suppor t for 
an express ion o f pr ior ownersh ip b y 
A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e . T h e m e e t i n g 
no ted N P A l o o k s forward to a t ime 
w h e n t h e p a r k w o u l d b e n a m e d 
solely as K a m a y Nat iona l Pa rk . 
National Parks Journal, April,2000 

G r e y nurse shark n u m b e r s 
p l u m m e t : s t rong r e c o v e r y p lan 
n e e d e d 
Less than 1000 sharks survive on 
the east coas t . 

T h e G r e y N u r s e S h a r k 
(Carcharias taurus) i s in s e r ious 
trouble on the east coast o f Austral ia 
w i t h n u m b e r s est imated at less t han 
1000 individuals . The sha rk is n o w 
absent from m a n y sites w h e r e it w a s 
o n c e c o m m o n . Sc ien t i s t s are a l so 
concerned that juveni les are miss ing 
f rom the popula t ion cohor ts . This is 
thought to be because , w i t h reduced 
numbers , ma les and females are not 
meet ing each other on their seasonal 
migra t ions . 

A s p r o t e c t i o n f r o m t a r g e t e d 
fishing h a s failed to m a k e an impac t 
on the sharks populat ion n u m b e r s 
b o l d r e c o v e r y m e a s u r e s m u s t b e 
e m p l o y e d . T h e Grey Nurse S h a r k 
has been upgraded f rom vulnerable 
to endangered on the N S W Fisheries 
A c t , f o l l o w i n g s u r v e y data w h i c h 
revea led critically l o w numbers . 

H u m a n e Society International is 
n o w seek ing to have the listing o f 
the G r e y Nurse Sha rk as at leas t 
e n d a n g e r e d , i f n o t c r i t i c a l l y 
endangered , on the n e w E P B C A c t . 

E n v i r o n m e n t A u s t r a l i a h a s 
p repa red a draft recovery plan, and 
p u b l i c s u b m i s s i o n s c l o s e d o n 
16June 2000 . The Plan is now be ing 
finalised. T h e draft Recovery P lan 
i s o n t h e w e b a t < h t t p : / / 
w w w . e a . g o v . a u / m a r i n e / 
species_protect ion/greynurse.htm> 
Life Lines, Vol.6 No2, 2000. 

O u r threatened fish 
T h e n u m b e r o f na t ive fish species 
l is ted as threa tened in inland N S W 
is l ike ly to double in the nex t s ix 
months . Si lver perch and southern 
p y g m y p e r c h a r e l i k e l y to j o i n 
M a c q u a r i e p e r c h a n d t h e 
endangered trout cod, b r m g i n g the 
tally to four. Following Inland Rivers 
N e t w o r k ' s ( I R N ) n o m i n a t i o n o f 
si lver p e r c h as a vulnerable species 
in N S W in D e c e m b e r , t h e N S W 
F i s h e r i e s S c i e n t i f i c C o m m i t t e e 
( F S C ) p r o p o s e d i n F e b r u a r y t o 
r e c o m m e n d t h e s p e c i e s a s 
v u l n e r a b l e . T h e F S C n o t e d t h a t 
silver p e r c h were 'absent in the wild 
from the majority of its former range' 
- a s t rong indictment on pas t r iver 
m a n a g e m e n t g iven that as little as 
40 yea r s ago they were cons idered 
m u c h m o r e abundant than g o l d e n 
perch. A l l o f these practices cont inue 
today a n d m a n y are fisted b y t h e 
F S C as probable causes o f decline for 
the spec ies . 

T h e sou the rn p y g m y pe rch w a s 
once c o m m o n in sluggish creeks and 
w e t l a n d s o f t h e m i d a n d u p p e r 
reaches o f rivers in southern in land 
NSW. T h e F S C stated in mid Apr i l 
t ha t t h e spec ies h a s d i s a p p e a r e d 

continued on page 18 
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from the M u r r u m b i d g e e and all bu t 
a f e w b i l l abongs and c reeks n e a r 
A l b u r y o n t h e M u r r a y . A s W i t h 
Macquar i e perch and si lver perch, 
t he rma l pol lu t ion f rom d a m s and 
obstruct ion o f f i sh passage b y d a m s 
a n d w e i r s a r e l i k e l y c a u s e s o f 
d e c l i n e . W i t h o u t s e r i o u s 
c o m m i t m e n t o f funds for r emov ing 
u n n e c e s s a r y w e i r s , i n s t a l l i n g 
f i s h w a y s o n n e c e s s a r y o n e s a n d 
mi t iga t ing the impac ts o f thermal 
pol lut ion these species wil l remain 
threatened. 

Inland Rivers Network News, 
May2000. 

F a r m e r s accused of r a z i n g 
forests 
A mass ive c lear ing o f l and in wh ich 
farmers are al leged to h a v e aerial ly 
sprayed forest cover ing an area as 
b ig as the Ci ty o f B a n k s t o w n has 
b e e n s t o p p e d b y t h e S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

A c c o r d i n g to the d i rec tor o f the 
B a r w o n region of the Depar tmen t o f 
Land and Wate r Conservat ion , M r 
R a n d a l l H a r t , h i s o f f i c e r s h a v e 
h a l t e d w o r k on t h r e e p r o p e r t i e s 
cover ing 130 square k i lometres . 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t is i nves t iga t ing 
the poss ib i l i t y that u p to 8 0 s q u a r e 
k i l o m e t r e s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n 
c lea red . 

T h e n e w s o f t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
comes as the Premier, M r Carr, has 
a n n o u n c e d a r e l axa t ion o f na t ive 
vegeta t ion c learance legislat ion, in 
sp i t e o f N S W h a v i n g t h e s e c o n d 
w o r s t l and-c lea r ing r eco rd in the 
nat ion after Queens land . 

M r Car r has p romised farmers h e 
will rev iew land clearing exemptions 
... and possibly allow farmers to clear 
a r ea s , p r o v i d i n g t h e y r e v e g e t a t e 
other par ts o f their land. 

T h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e T o t a l 
Env i ronmen t Centre, M r Jeff Angel , 
said i f the al legat ions w e r e proved 
the G o v e r n m e n t should t h r o w the 
book at them' . 

M r A n g e l a l s o c o n d e m n e d 
M r C a r r ' s p r o p o s a l s a s w a t e r i n g 
d o w n land-clear ing legislat ion. 
The Sydney Morning Herald, 
Julyl9, 2000. 

- continued from page 17 
R a r e f rog c o m m u n i t y 
d i scovered 
A n eco log ica l a s s e s smen t a long a 
p roposed extension o f a gas pipel ine 
ou t o f C a n b e r r a has found a rare 
communi ty o f Green and Golden Bell 
F ro g s in the Sou the rn Tablelands. 
T h e frog w a s though t to b e extinct 
in the area. Charles Sturt Universi ty 
e c o l o g i s t , D r B r u c e M u l l i n s sa id 
d i s c o v e r i n g t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e f r o g w a s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t , a s 
rediscover ing this species m a y mean 
o the r r e m n a n t p o p u l a t i o n s cou ld 
exist in the table lands . It could also 
m e a n tha t t h e popu la t i ons found 
m a y b e r e s i s t a n t to s o m e o f the 
d iseases that h a v e been attributed 
to thei r decl ine. 

A G L , the c o m p a n y conduct ing the 
assessment , said it wou ld review the 
p r o p o s e d rou t e o f the p ipe l ine to 
avoid the area, and said that it would 
u s e l o w i m p a c t c o n s t r u c t i o n 
t echn iques i f t he re w a s a n e e d to 
pass close to the habitat . 
WetlandLink Bulletin, June, 2000 

D e b u s s tands f irm on horse 
r id ing 
T h e N S W M i n i s t e r f o r t h e 
Env i ronment , T h e H o n Bob Debus , 
recent ly restated the Government ' s 
c o n t i n u e d p o l i c y o f n o t a l l o w i n g 
horse r id ing in wilderness areas. T h e 
M i n i s t e r a g r e e d w i t h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e C o l o n g 
F o u n d a t i o n at a m e e t i n g he ld on 
M a r c h 14 t h a t h o r s e r i d i n g w a s 
u n a c c e p t a b l e i n w i l d e r n e s s . T h e 
Wi lde rness A c t s tates that only self-
rel iant forms o f recreat ion shall b e 
permi t ted in wi lderness areas and 
clearly ho r se r id ing apart from its 
significant envi ronmenta l impac t is 
no t a self-reliant fo rm of recreation. 

T h e C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n h a d 
s o u g h t a m e e t i n g w i th the Minis te r 
t o c l a r i f y t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
pos i t i on on th i s and o ther i s sues 
fo l l owing s o m e d i s tu rb ing aspec t s 
o f a r e p o r t w h i c h a p p e a r e d in the 
S M H c o n c e r n i n g a p roposed rev iew 
of t h e N a t i o n a l Pa rks and Wi ld l i fe 
A c t . 

Minis ter Debus confirmed that the 
G o v e r n m e n t w a s c o m m i t t e d to a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e r e v i e w o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d W i l d l i f e A c t 
w h i c h h a d n o t o c c u r r e d in o v e r 
25yea r s . H e be l ieves that the A c t 
n e e d s i m p r o v e m e n t s tha t wi l l be 
a imed at equ ipp ing the N P W S with 
t h e l e g i s l a t i v e t o o l s i t n e e d s to 
s e c u r e t h e b e s t c o n s e r v a t i o n 
ou tcomes . 

T h e M i n i s t e r a s s u r e d t h e 
Foundat ion tha t cont ra ry to claims 
m a d e b y s o m e , t h e r e v i e w o f the 
l e g i s l a t i o n i s n o t a b o u t 
c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n i n n a t i o n a l 
pa rks . H e s a id h e w o u l d ru le out 
anything that is clearly not focussed 
on good conservat ion ou t comes and 
h e stated the test h e w o u l d apply to 
t h e A c t w o u l d b e w h e t h e r i t 
improves conservat ion in our parks 
and reserves . 

The Colong Bulletin, May 2000. 

G r o w t h at a n y pr ice 
T h e C o n d a m i n e - B a l l o n e R i v e r 
s y s t e m s t r a d d l e s t h e N S W -
Q u e e n s l a n d b o r d e r . I n 1 9 9 0 i t 
con t a ined 1.2 m i l l i o n hec ta res o f 
f lood p la in w h i c h fed t w o nat ional 
pa rk w e t l a n d a reas . T h e s e areas 
protect a dozen species protected by 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g r e e m e n t s . O n l y 
2 5 % of the or ig ina l f low n o w gets 
i n t o t h e N a r r a n L a k e s N a t u r e 
R e s e r v e and th is cou ld b e further 
r e d u c e d . I n t h e w o r d s o f t h e 
P r i n c i p a l R e s e a r c h S c i e n t i s t o f 
N P W S , D r R i c h a r d K i n g s f o r d , 
' T h e y h a v e v i r t u a l l y k i l l e d tha t 
r i v e r . B u t t h e Q u e e n s l a n d 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Natura l Resources 
i s p l e a s e d t o s e e t h a t n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e v i r t u a l l y k i l l ed because 
w a t e r r e s o u r c e d e v e l o p m e n t h a s 
underp inned g rowth in the regional 
economy. 1 

T h e p lan o f m a n a g e m e n t for this 
n a t u r e r e s e r v e w a s m a d e l a s t 
m o n t h . Its m a i n r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
f o r w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t i s to 
encou rage the N P W S to cont inue 
w a g g i n g a finger at the Queens land 
authorit ies that d e n y wate r to these 
*protected' we t l ands . W e h o p e that 
D r Kingsford succeeds in pr ick ing a 
few consc iences u p in Queens land 
and in Canberra . 
The Colong Bulletin, J u ly 2 0 0 0 



Sept O c t N o v D e c 

Calendar 
Act iv i ty 

Cornmittee meeting Thur 7 

Environment Sub-committee 1 Thur 14 

Thur 5 Thur 2 Thur 7 

Thur 12 Thur 9 Thur 14 

Book Review 
Plants and animals of the Australian 
Alps. By Barbara Cameron-Smith , 
Envirobook (Wild Guide), 2000,96pp, 
$16.45 

This is a guide for the interested 
m o u n t a i n v i s i t o r w i t h o u t fo rma l 
t r a i n i n g in b o t a n y or z o o l o g y . 
Measuring 19cm by 15, and less than 
l c m thick, it is compact and sturdy 
and so convenient to carry around. It 
is not exhaustive in its coverage, but 
provides a good introduction to many 
o f the m o r e c o m m o n p l a n t s and 
animals. 

The first section gives a background 
to the Australian Alps national parks, 
t h e i r c l i m a t e , g e o l o g y and m a i n 
habitat types, and most of the book is 
t a k e n u p w i t h d e s c r i p t i o n s a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h s o f s p e c i e s . T h e 
photographs are of high quality and 
well reproduced. 

The descriptions inform more about 
habits than physical details. They are 
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l , s o m e t i m e s u s i n g 
quest ions and answers , somet imes 
corny, but never staid. For example, 
under pardalotes - "Best time to see? 
Autumn." and "The pardalotes have 
similar paint jobs , except the striated 
pardalote is spotless." For less than 
ha l f the species dot-points give details 
o f size and diagnostic features, but 
gene ra l l y the r eade r wi l l have to 
d e p e n d on t h e p h o t o g r a p h s for 
identification. 

S p e c i e s a re a r r a n g e d by ma jo r 
groupings — mammals , birds, insects, 
trees, f lowering shrubs and herbs, 
moss and sedges, ferns and grasses 
( r a t h e r an o d d s e q u e n c e for the 
plants), and vrithin these groups, by 
size and colour. The group, and flower 
colour are shown in the margin for 
easy access. Each species has a neat 
habitat symbol which also indicates 
altitude, and active or flowering times 
are clearly indicated. 

In s u m m a r y , th is g u i d e i s we l l 
des igned for easy use by the non-
specialist and I am sure it wil l be 
popular . I h a v e two smal l gr ipes , 
however. As an older person I found 
the greyness o f the text irritating; a 
slightly heavier font would be easier 
to read . In the hab i ta t symbo l , a 
s lop ing l ine b e t w e e n w e t and dry 
mountain forests would have reflected 
the effect o f aspect, as well as altitude 
(their altitudes are given in a drawing 
but could easily be missed). 

Eleanor Stodart 

General meeting Thur 21 Thur 19 Thur 16 

Gudgenby Regenerat ion 2 Sat 9 Sat 14 Sat 11 Sat 9 

Bulleting Working Group 3 Tue 10 

Christmas Party* Sun 10 

Further Details 

1. David L a r g e 6291 4 8 3 0 

2 . Yankee H a t carpark 1 0 a m Eleanor S todar t 6281 5004 or 
Syd Comfor t 6286 2578 

3. Syd Comfor t 6286 2578 
4. Out ings P r o g r a m 

General meetings 
Held in Forestry House , Yarralumla, c o m m e n c i n g at 8:00 pm. 

T h u r s d a y 21 S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 0 

Australian Alps National Parks Cross-Border Cooperation Management 
Program. 

Sta te b o r d e r s g o u n r e c o g n i s e d b y e c o s y s t e m s , i n d i g e n o u s spec i e s and 
in t roduced pests . H e a r h o w park agencies have broken down the borders 
wi th this in ternat ional ly acc la imed p rogram. 
Presented by p r o g r a m co-ordinator Bre t t M c N a m a r a . 

T h u r s d a y 19 O c t o b e r 2 0 0 0 

Gene technology in agriculture. Implications for consumers and the 
environment. 

Dr. L inda Tabe, research scientist , C S I R O Divis ion o f Plant Industry. 
Th i s ta lk will in t roduce the technology and raise s o m e current i ssues for 
discussion. 

T h u r s d a y 16 N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 0 
Fish of the high country. 

M a r k Lin termans , Wfidlife Research and Moni to r ing Unit , Env i ronmen t 
A C T . 
M a r k w i l l t a lk a b o u t t h e p l i g h t o f n a t i v e f ish i n a c h a n g i n g a l p i n e 
env i ronment and w h a t the future holds for t hem. 

N o general m e e t i n g in D e c e m b e r or January. 

New members 
T h e associat ion ex tends a w a r m w e l c o m e to the fol lowing n e w m e m b e r s : 
Laur ie A d a m s , O 'Connor 
Judi B a c h m a n n & L e n Ashby, Kings ton 
Tony Daukus , M e l b a 
Ann-Mar ie & D a v i d Dickson , Ka leen 
Gilber t Hughes , W e e t a n g e r a 
R o b y n Kelly, W e s t o n 
Ka th ryn Maxwe l l , Ka leen 
Carol Paice , H a w k e r 
A n t h o n y Patis, Campbe l l 
S a n d y Suther land, Yass 
M r G. and M r s P. T h o m a s , A r a n d a . 
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Winter walk to Lego Land. This was an alternative destination as Mike elected not to attempt 
Ginini Falls after snow. Mike Smith, Max Lawrence, Annabel Wheeler, Steve Hill, 

(Martin Chalk hiding behind the camera). 
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