
Volume 37 n u m b e r 2 

June 2000 

NAT I 

Annual General Meeting 
Gudengby Homestead 
A little-known Eden 



NPA BULLETIN Volume 37 number 2 June 2000 

C O N T E N T S 
Annua l General Mee t ing 3 

N P A m e m b e r subscr ipt ion and o ther financial 
changes 3 
Neville Esau 

NPA Bulletin - can you he lp? 3 
Syd Comfort 

G u d e n g b y Homes tead 4 
Reg Alder and David Mackay Large 

T h e B o b o y a n Pines - still g o i n g 6 
Eleanor Stodart 

N e w s from the Env i ronment Sub-commit tee 7 
Neville Esau 

Spec ia l Anniversary supp lement 7 
Matthew Higgens 

T h e A C T draft budget 8 
Ray Polglaze 

A l i t t le -known Eden 10 
Len Haskew 

N e w s from the N P A office 11 

Neville Esau 

Celebrat ing 40 years 11 
Len Haskew 

Brindabel la Nat ional Park, so c lose and y e t so 
u n k n o w n 12 
Gbsta Lyngd 

V I P - the Vegetat ion Inves tment Project 13 

The push for a nat ional pa rk 14 
Fiona MacDonald Brand 

Parkwatch 16 

Len Haskew 

Surveyors at the Snowl ine 17 

B o o k rev iews 18 

Philip Gatenby and Phil Bubb 

Calendar 19 

General mee t ings 19 

N e w m e m b e r s 19 

Weed ing con t inues on Lord H o w e Is land 19 
Eleanor Stodart 

N a t i o n a l Parks Assoc iat ion (ACT) Incorporated 
Inaugurated 1960 

A i m s a n d o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 

• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the 
protection of fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and 
cultural heritage in the Australian Capital Territory and 
elsewhere, and the reservation of specific areas. 

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, 
such natural phenomena and cultural heritage by organised 
field outings, meetings or any other means. 

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having similar 
interests and objectives. 

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the 
planning of landuse to achieve conservation. 

O f f i c e - b e a r e r s , c o m m i t t e e a n d c o n v e n o r s 

President 

Vice President 
Immediate 
Past President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

C l i v e H u r l s t o n e 6 2 8 8 7 5 9 2 f h ) ; 

0 4 0 7 8 8 3 4 2 2 ( w ) 

V a c a n t 

E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 ( h ) 

M a x L a w r e n c e 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 ( h ) 

M i k e S m i t h 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 ( h ) 

C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 

Steven Forst 
Neville Esau 
Jacqui Cole 
David Large 

6251 6817(h) 6279 1326(w) 
6286 4175(h) 
6241 9984(h) 
6291 4830(h) 

C o n v e n o r s 

Environment Sub-committee David Large 6291 4830(h) 
Outings Sub-committee Max Lawrence 6288 1370Qi) 
Bulletin Working Group Syd Comfort 6286 2578(h) 

The NPA (ACT) office is located in Maclaurin Cres, Chifley, 
next to the preschool and is staffed by volunteers. Office hours 
are: 9am to 1pm Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Telephone/Fax: (02) 6282 5813 
Email: npaact@spirit.com.au 
Address: PO Box 1940, Woden ACT 2606 
Internet: http://www.spirit.net.au/-npaact 

M e m b e r s h i p 
New members are welcome and should enquire through the 
NPA office. 

Subscription rates (1 July to 30 June) 
Household members $40 Single members $35 
Corporate members $30 Bulletin only $30 
Concession $25 
For new subscriptions joining between: 
1 January and 31 March - half specified rate 
1 April and 30 June - annual subscription 
NPA Bulletin 
Contributions of articles, line drawings and photographs 
including colour prints are welcome and should be lodged with 
the office or Syd Comfort (02) 6286 2578. 
Deadline for September issue: 1 August 2000. 
Articles by contributors may not necessarily reflect 
association opinion or objectives. 
This bulletin was produced by the NPA Bulletin Working Group 
with assistance from Green Words & Images. 

Printed by Ausdoc On Demand, Canberra, ACT. 

ISSN 0727-8837 

Cover photo: The NPA display at ACT Alive held on 
March 20. Photo Reg Alder. 

mailto:npaact@spirit.com.au
http://www.spirit.net.au/-npaact


Annual general meeting 
8.00pm Thur sday 17 A u g u s t 2 0 0 0 

Fores try H o u s e , Yarra lumla 

Business at the A G M includes the 
P r e s i d e n t ' s r e p o r t o n p r o g r e s s 
d u r i n g t h e f i n a n c i a l y e a r j u s t 
conc lud ing , and e lec t ion o f a n e w 
commit tee to s teer us through the 
coming financial year. In addit ion, 
t h e r e w i l l b e t h e u s u a l m o n t h l y 
business including a presentation by 
invited gues t speakers . 

Al l office bea re r and c o m m i t t e e 
pos i t ions are u p for f i l l ing at t h e 

A G M : Pres ident , V i c e P res iden t , 
Treasurer , Secre tary , I m m e d i a t e 
Pas t President (ex-officio), and u p 
to e ight other m e m b e r s . 

Membersh ip o f commit tees is both 
s t i m u l a t i n g and r e w a r d i n g , a n d 
offers you the opportuni ty to m a k e 
a s i g n i f i c a n t a n d p e r s o n a l 
contribution to conservation and the 
nat ional parks movemen t . 

C o m e along, have y o u r say, get 
involved , and help us m a k e a real 
difference in advanc ing the things 
tha t really matter to us . W e w o u l d 

be p leased to discuss w i th you , and 
to arrange a nomina t ion , i f you are 
a v o l u n t e e r . P l e a s e p h o n e C l i v e 
(6288 7592) , Max (6288 1370) , or the 
N P A off ice ( 6 2 8 2 5 8 1 3 ) for m o r e 
information. 

Our gues t speakers at the A G M 
will b e J u d y Kelly and Phi l B u b b , 
w h o will entertain us w i th tales o f 
t h e e x c e l l e n t ( a n d v e r y w e l l 
a t t ended) N P A car c a m p recen t ly 
he ld at Coolah 1bps Nat iona l Park 
in the Liverpool Ranges . 

NPA member subscription and 
other financial changes 
F r o m the s tar t o f the 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0 
f inancial y e a r the N P A c e a s e d to 
receive adminis t ra t ive and bullet in 
grants from the A C T Government . 
Th i s w a s a po l i cy dec is ion b y t h e 
Governmen t . E n v i r o n m e n t g ran ts 
are n o w awarded on a project basis , 
and N P A current ly receives a grant 
to suppor t a range o f envi ronmenta l 
p r o j e c t s . N o n e o f t h i s m o n e y , 
however , is avai lable to suppor t our 
m e m b e r s e r v i c e s o r B u l l e t i n 
publ icat ion and distribution. 

In addit ion to these reduct ions in 
funding , t he re wi l l b e add i t iona l 
expendi ture for the N P A fol lowing 
the changes to a G S T on Ju ly 1. T h e 
N P A has dec ided to apply for G S T 
e x e m p t s t a t u s a s a v o l u n t a r y 
organisa t ion. Th i s wil l m e a n tha t 
whi le w e have to p a y G S T on all our 
purchases o f goods and services , w e 
will no t have to charge G S T on our 
subscriptions or sales. Nevertheless , 
the overal l i m p a c t o f the G S T on 
N P A f i n a n c e s i s e s t i m a t e d a t 
approx ima te ly $5 pe r m e m b e r for 
the next financial year. 

To e n a b l e t h e N P A to o p e r a t e 
sustainably wi th this reduced level 
o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n d i n g a n d 
taxation changes, the Committee has 
recently rev iewed all levels o f N P A 
expenditure and drawn up plans to 
progressively implement changes to 
c u r r e n t i n c o m e a n d e x p e n d i t u r e 
i tems. The key changes will be: 

Income: 

1. A n increase member sh ip fees b y 
$10 per year, pr imar i ly to cover 
G S T and i n c r e a s e d i n s u r a n c e 
costs. 

2 . R e v i e w i n g the se l l ing p r i ce o f 
merchand i se , b o t h for cu r ren t 
prices, and projected pricing after 
the start o f the G S T on 01/07/ 
2000 . 

3. Reviewing alternative sources o f 
g r a n t s fo r c o r e o p e r a t i o n s , 
including private foundat ions . 

4. R e v i e w i n g and u p g r a d i n g o u r 
fund-raising m e t h o d s and skills, 
i n c l u d i n g t r a i n i n g f o r N P A 
v o l u n t e e r s , to t a p a d d i t i o n a l 
fund-raising sources to increase 
our core funding. 

5. Developing and implemen t ing a 
s t ra tegy to gain n e w m e m b e r s 
and retain exis t ing member s . 

Expendi ture: 

1. Developing and implemen t ing a 
strategy to provide office services 
on a voluntary bas is . 

2 . Reviewing the expendi ture o f all 
office requisites and other office 
expenditure. 

3. Terminating the storage contract 
a t T u g g e r a n o n g a n d e i t h e r 
disposing of the stored material 
or re-housing the material at the 
office. 

4 . R e v i e w i n g t h e c o s t s o f t h e 
Bulletin p u b l i c a t i o n a n d 

distribution. Invest igat ing ways 
t o r e d u c e c o s t s i n c l u d i n g 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g m o r e v o l u n t a r y 
input in Bulletin preparat ion. 

The N P A commit tee wi l l cont inue 
to moni tor our financial status as w e 
m o v e into the new financial year to 
ensure that our core conserva t ion 
and outings activities c a n cont inue 
and flourish. 

Nevi l l e E s a u 

For the Commi t t ee 

N P A B u l l e t i n -

can you help? 
T h e Bulletin W o r k i n g G r o u p i s 
seeking help in laying o u t issues o f 
the Bulletin. I w o u l d l ike to h e a r 
from any m e m b e r w h o cou ld assist 
by sett ing out copy u s i n g a desktop 
p u b l i s h i n g p r o g r a m s u c h as 
Pagemaker . Ar rangemen t s could b e 
m a d e for a s econd m e m b e r to b e 
involved so as to p rov ide cover for 
unavai labihty for a par t icular issue. 

I wou ld appreciate at call i f y o u 
h a v e any sugges t ions w h i c h m a y 
he lp the association in th is area. 

Syd. Comfor t 

Convenor , Bulletin W o r k i n g Group 



Gudengby Homestead 
The proposal by Environment ACT in the 1999 budget to spend money on a campground integrated with overnight 

accommodation and visitor facilities based in the Gudgenby House drew a sharp response from the NPA. Environment 

ACT responded with an undertaking to prepare a recreational use plan for the Gudgenby valley. Late last year a 

policy discussion paper on Gudgenby was prepared for members of the Environment Sub-committee that included 

the option of demolition of Gudgenby House. The NPA Committee endorsed this discussion paper for distribution to 

interested members at the March meeting. The July general meeting will be devoted to consideration of the associations 

policy on Gudgenby. In the following articles members Reg Alder and David Large set out their views on the subject. 

The retention of 
Gudgenby Homestead 
Tb m y k n o w l e d g e , the o n l y future 
u se o f G u d g e n b y h o m e s t e a d tha t 
has b e e n add re s sed is its re tent ion 
as par t o f the cu l tura l he r i t age o f 
N a m a d g i . A n y a r g u m e n t f o r i t s 
demol i t ion to avo id c o m m e r c i a l use 
is hypo the t i ca l and de t rac t s f rom 
the i m a g e o f t h e a s soc i a t i on as a 
pro tec tor o f the cu l tura l he r i t age o f 
N a m a d g i . T h e f o l l o w i n g 
in fo rmat ion , g a t h e r e d f r o m m a n y 
sources , suppor t s the p ro t ec t ion o f 
t h e h o m e s t e a d a s p a r t o f t h e 
her i t age o f the ear l ies t se t t l ement 
o f N a m a d g i and s h o u l d b e carefully 
c o n s i d e r e d b e f o r e m a k i n g a n y 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n for d e m o l i t i o n o f 
the h o m e s t e a d . 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f p r o t e c t i n g 
N a m a d g i ' s cultural heritage is 
reflected in the a ims and objectives 
o f t h e N P A w h i c h i n c l u d e s : 
"Pro tec t ion o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s and 
measures for the protect ion o f flora 
and fauna, scenery, natural features 
and cultural heritage (author's italics) 
in the ACT." Further, the Namadgi 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s t a t e s : " T h e 
management o f the natural resources 
in the p a r k i s r e g a r d e d o f equa l 
importance as the managemen t of the 
cultural resources ." 

Gudgenby H o m e s t e a d , erec ted in 
1845 , i s the l o n g e s t c o n t i n u o u s l y 
occupied homes tead si te in Namadg i 
and one o f the o ldes t in the A C T . The 
p resen t h o m e s t e a d w a s e rec ted in 
1 9 6 4 o n t h e s i t e o f t h e o r i g i n a l 
h o m e s t e a d . T h e 1 8 4 5 h o m e s t e a d , 
pu rchased b y t h e K o s c i u s k o Hu t s 
Assoc ia t ion w i th a he r i t age grant , 
awai ts funds and a dec is ion on a site 
before re-erect ion. T h e h o m e s t e a d 
has con t inued to b e o c c u p i e d as a 
res idence s ince t h e t e rmina t ion o f 
the Boots fami ly lease . 

G u d g e n b y Homes tead and val ley 
have Na t iona l Trus t classif icat ion 
and are inc luded in the Regis ter o f 
the National Estate o f the Australian 
Heri tage Commiss ion as be ing in a 
regis tered area . T h e h o m e s t e a d is 
also listed in Sites o f Signif icance in 
the A C T w h i c h also r e c o m m e n d s a 
m a n a g e m e n t s t ra tegy wh ich would 
emphasise and maintain the cultural 
v a l u e s , b o t h h i s t o r i c a l a n d 
Abor iginal . 

A t the 1991 S y m p o s i u m on the 
Cultural Her i tage o f the Austral ian 
A l p s , t h e d i r e c t o r o f t h e N S W 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
emphas i sed tha t a t t i tudes for the 
remova l o f all European culture in 
na t iona l p a r k s r e q u i r e d r ev i s ion . 
Au tho r Dav id M a l o u f in his keynote 
address at the N S W 2000 Her i tage 
W e e k was repor ted by the Sydney 
Morning Herald a s d r a w i n g 
a t t e n t i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y t o h o w n o 
evidence o f a century o f industry in 
N a m a d g i h a d b e e n r e t a i n e d 
f o l l o w i n g t h e d e m o l i t i o n o f 
homes teads , graves , s tockyards and 
h u t s s i n c e the park ' s dec l a r a t i on 
b e c a u s e t hey w e r e d e e m e d no t to 
mee t her i tage criteria, and thus to 
be unwor thy o f preservat ion. 

P e t e r R e a d , o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
Nat ional Universi ty, in "Returning 
to Noth ing" devotes a who le chapter 
to d e s c r i b i n g t h e phys ica l loss o f 
evidence o f pas t historical activities 
in N a m a d g i a n d t h e e m o t i o n a l 
react ion o f former occupants to this 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f e v i d e n c e o f t h e i r 
former w a y o f life. 

Whi l s t the homes tead as present ly 
cons t ruc t ed h a s l i t t le c o m m e r c i a l 
v a l u e e x c e p t as a r e s i d e n c e , i t s 
d e m o l i t i o n w o u l d a l l o w g r e a t e r 
exp lo i t a t ion o f t h e si te for future 
r e d e v e l o p m e n t . H o w e v e r , t h e 
commerc ia l viabi l i ty as a site is low 
because o f its aspect and facilities. 

T h e Corin Fores t Ski Facil i ty is an 
example o f l imited demand . On the 
o t h e r h a n d , i f r e t a i n e d , i t s 
m a i n t e n a n c e w o u l d b e m i n i m a l 
because the h o m e s t e a d is o f b r i ck 
veneer construct ion. 

The remova l o f the outer bui ldings 
o f the Lunar Laser Station in Orroral 
cost $130 000 . Gudgenby, larger and 
more complex wi th its outbui ldings 
a n d m a n a g e r ' s r e s i d e n c e , a n d 
need ing site restorat ion and power 
l ine removal , could cost at least t w o 
or t h r ee t i m e s th i s a m o u n t . T h e 
m o n e y c o u l d b e b e t t e r s p e n t 
e lsewhere or in the deve lopment o f 
the bu i ld ing as an educa t iona l or 
research centre . 

O p t i o n s f o r t h e u s e o f t h e 
h o m e s t e a d a r e e i t h e r f o r i t t o 
cont inue as a res idence or to b e used 
as an educat ion or research centre 
or for occupat ion by a ranger or pa rk 
worker. It is essential that occupancy 
be mainta ined so as to provide s o m e 
form o f secur i ty in the G u d g e n b y 
val ley to d iscourage i l legal activity 
such as n ight shoot ing. 

If the homes tead were demolished, 
no form on s ignage could restore any 
form of empa thy to the site. Evidence 
o f 150 years o f occupat ion wou ld be 
d e s t r o y e d o n t h e g r o u n d s o f 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p u r i t y a n d t h e 
r e m o t e p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o m m e r c i a l 
development . T h e associat ion wou ld 
b e a l o n e in r e c o m m e n d i n g 
demoli t ion and this w o u l d do little 
to e n h a n c e i t s r e p u t a t i o n as a 
responsible organisa t ion. 

H o w could w e ever pretend to b e 
interested in the future i f w e neglect 
the past? 

R e g A l d e r 
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Gudgenby Homestead 
- asset or liability? 

B a c k g r o u n d 
T h e g e n e r a l b a c k g r o u n d to 
G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d h a s b e e n 
c o v e r e d in r e c e n t a r t i c les in the 
S e p t e m b e r , D e c e m b e r and M a r c h 
issues o f the N P A Bulletin. Two 
other papers have been 
circulated by Neville Esau and 
Reg Alder. 

Current s i tuat ion 
T h e h o m e s t e a d b u i l d i n g s requ i re 
occupat ion to provide security from 
v a n d a l i s m . A t p r e s e n t t h e y a re 
deteriorating, the caretaker is only 
able to provide nmiimal maintenance, 
and there is n o rental income. 

E n v i r o n m e n t A C T w i l l b e 
criticised i f the bui ld ings continue 
to deter iora te o r i f they are pulled 
down. 

The N P A v i e w has been that the 
bui ldings b e re ta ined for a use that 
reflects na t iona l pa rk values . This 
could b e for an envi ronment / f ie ld 
s tudy cen t re o r o the r sympathet ic 
a c t i v i t y , s u c h as r a n g e r 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n . However , there is 
n o d e m a n d f o r r a n g e r 
accommoda t ion and no organisation 
has c o m e f o r w a r d t o e s t ab l i sh a 
centre, and i t s e e m s clear that such 
a use is un l ike ly to occur. 

NPA h a s res is ted any suggestion 
tha t t h e b u i l d i n g s b e u s e d for a 
commerc ia l activity, a l though there 
is a v i e w tha t a u se for Gudgenby 
along the l ines o f Currango would 
b e a c c e p t a b l e : t h a t i s , l o w - k e y 
accommoda t ion . 

W e unders tand that Environment 
A C T p r o p o s e s to r e f u r b i s h t h e 
h o m e s t e a d t o e s t a b l i s h a 
commerc ia l accommodat ion facility 
for u se as a base for recreat ional 
act ivi t ies. 

T h e issue 
I n t h e l i g h t o f o u r c u r r e n t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w e n e e d t o 
formulate a pol icy on h o w w e would 
r e s p o n d i f a f u l l y c o m m e r c i a l 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n f a c i l i t y w a s 
proposed for Gudgenby. 

Discuss ion 
Clearly, E n v i r o n m e n t A C T w o u l d 
n o t w a n t to inves t sore ly n e e d e d 
P a r k s and C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e 
funds in refurbishing and upgrading 
the sewerage sys tem at Gudgenby 
f o r w h a t w o u l d p r o b a b l y b e a 
marg ina l bus iness . Their proposal 
s e e m s t o b e in r e s p o n s e to a 
perce ived n e e d to find a use for the 
G u d g e n b y s i te and an at tempt to 
m a i n t a i n t h e b u i l d i n g s w i t h no 
ongoing cos t to the service. 

I f w e feel so strongly about the 
cultural and heri tage va lue o f the 
b u i l d i n g s , t h e E n v i r o n m e n t A C T 
p r o p o s a l c o u l d b e s u p p o r t e d . 
Certainly, i t w o u l d b e a w a y to see 
t h e b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n e d i n g o o d 
c o n d i t i o n . T h e p r o p o s a l w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y b e s u p p o r t e d b y o the r 
g roups . 

H o w e v e r , w h a t w o u l d b e t h e 
cul tura l and her i t age va l e o f the 
b u i l d i n g s i f t h e r e w a s m a j o r 
s t ructural change to the bui ldings 
and deve lopmen t o f the site? 

I t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t s i gn i f i c an t 
u p g r a d i n g a n d a d d i t i o n a l 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n and rec rea t iona l 
facilities w o u l d be required to m a k e 
the propos i t ion viable . This wou ld 
a l t e r t h e c u l t u r a l a n d h e r i t a g e 
va lues o f the site. 

A m a j o r concern for the N P A m u s t 
b e t h e f a c t t h a t e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
c o m m e r c i a l ac t iv i ty in N a m a d g i 
Nat ional P a r k i s aga ins t our policy. 
It is contrary to the purposes o f a 
na t iona l park , and w e have been 
vigi lant in the past to limit any such 
act ivi ty as m u c h as possible. 

Exper i ence e lsewhere has shown 
tha t once the door is opened there 
is cons tant pressure to widen the 
scope o f activit ies and authorit ies 
u sua l ly acqu i e sce . Th i s w o u l d be 

part icular ly the case for Gudgenby, 
whe re Env i ronmen t A C T will n e e d 
the opera tor to b e successful so t hey 
can r ecoup the init ial expend i tu re 
and p rov ide a financial return. 

Conc lus ion 
N P A should cont inue to resist any 
m o v e s to use G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d 
f o r c o m m e r c i a l a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
purposes . 
N P A should cont inue to suppor t all 
efforts to util ise the G u d g e n b y site 
in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h na t iona l p a r k 
va lues . 

G u d g e n b y should be conserved as 
a cultural and heri tage site. I f this 
c a n n o t b e a c h i e v e d , t h e n t h e 
bui ldings should b e removed ra ther 
than deve loped . 

D a v i d M c K a y L a r g e 

References: 
National Trust, Australian Heritage 
Commission, Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects. 

Return ing to Nothing. PRead. 1996 
ANU 

P a p e r b y J o s e p h i n e F l o o d i n 
Australian Alpine Area Managemen t 
for Conserva t ion 1986, N P A o f the 
A C T . 

Steps for 
reconciliation 

Austra l ians for Reconci l ia t ion ( A C T ) 
I n c . a r e h o l d i n g a t w o - d a y 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w o r k s h o p o v e r t h e 
w e e k e n d 2 and 3 Sep t ember 2 0 0 0 in 
the A C T region. 

"Walking and Talking the L a n d — 
Is this the road to reconci l ia t ion?" 

T h e w o r k s h o p a i m s to c r e a t e 
o n g o i n g c o o p e r a t i o n and d i a l o g u e 
be tween Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
I s l a n d e r p e o p l e a n d t h e v a r i o u s 
p e o p l e and e n v i r o n m e n t a l g r o u p s 
and organisat ions w h o also care for 
the land. 

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
book ings contac t F lora M a c d o n a l d , 
telephone: 6296 5428, fax: 6 2 3 1 7 8 8 4 , 
email mopar@cyberone .com.au . 

T h e w o r k s h o p is suppor ted wi th a 
g r a n t f r o m t h e A C T A d u l t a n d 
C o m m u n i t y Educa t ion Counci l . 

mailto:mopar@cyberone.com.au


The Boboyan Pines - still going 
T h i s title has a double meaning , for 
m a n y o f the p ines are still g o i n g 
strong, unfortunately, but others are 
g o i n g d o w n as the fel l ing o f non
c o m m e r c i a l t imber has con t inued , 
for tuna te ly , paid for t h r o u g h the 
P a r k s and Conserva t ion Service ' s 
capi ta l w o r k s money, even though 
A C T Fores t s has not cont inued to 
c o n t r i b u t e to the fe l l ing o f t he i r 
t rees. 

T h e latest area felled is adjacent 
to the Yankee Hat carpark and so is 
t h e m o s t v i s i b l e a r e a to c a s u a l 
v i s i t o r s . T h e G u d g e n b y B u s h 
R e g e n e r a t i o n G r o u p h a s b e e n 
g r a n t e d funds t h r o u g h O l y m p i c 
L a n d c a r e to plant out par t o f this 
a r e a w i t h 2 0 0 0 t r e e s b e f o r e t h e 
S y d n e y Olympics . A section has been 
f e n c e d to k e e p out the k a n g a r o o s 
(peop le too , perhaps!) and 500 trees 
have a l ready been planted b y G B R G 
a n d b y a n N P A w o r k p a r t y o n 
S a t u r d a y 15 Apr i l . M o r e w i l l b e 
p lan ted in the exclosure and around 
it in spr ing, so that growth wil l have 
b e g u n a n d t h e c a r p a r k w i l l n o t 
b e c o m e h igh ly visible and exposed 
w h e n t h e r e s t o f t h e p i n e s 
eventua l ly g o . 

T h e Parks and Conservat ion t eam 
f e l l e d t h e p i n e s i m m e d i a t e l y 
ad jacen t to the carpark, careful ly 
e n s u r i n g t h a t a g r o u p o f s m a l l 
euca lypts next to the carpark w a s 
unharmed . More planting within the 
carpark area has also been d o n e b y 
Greencorps members . Fortunately, 

Frank Clements tenderly sets weed mat around a seedling. Photo Eleanor Stodart. 

the t rees which were planted there 
original ly have had a burst o f g rowth 
within the last two years and are n o w 
ensur ing the cars parked there are a 
b i t less obtrusive. 

A much-needed compos t ing to i le t 
has b e e n ins ta l led adjacent to the 
carpark . It is rather obtrusive a t the 
m o m e n t b u t t h a t sma l l g r o u p o f 
e u c a l y p t s shou ld t h i cken u p , n o w 
t h a t t h e y are n o t s u r r o u n d e d b y 
pines, and our plant ing nex t spr ing 
will provide further screening in t ime. 

A s part o f the Olympic Land care 
projec t G B R G is be ing ass is ted b y 
M o n i q u e Al len , O l y m p i c g y m n a s t , 
w h o wil l visit the site and do s o m e 
p lan t ing on Saturday Augus t 12. T h e 
s h o r t p l a n t i n g c e r e m o n y w i l l b e 
f o l l o w e d b y a r a n g e r - g u i d e d w a l k 
a round the regenerat ion area. 

Gudgenby Busk Regeneration Group members unload material from the group's 
new trailer. Photo Eleanor Stodart. 

A r e a s o f p i n e s l a s h f r o m t r e e s 
fe l led l as t s u m m e r / a u t u m n w e r e 
burnt on Apri l 12, after a spell o f fine 
weather (just before rain w o u l d have 
ra ised mois tu re leve ls aga in) , and 
q u i t e a n a s s o r t m e n t o f p e o p l e 
gathered in b y ranger S teve Welch, 
have broadcas t seed in the fresh ash. 
N P A contr ibuted t h r o u g h t w o w o r k 
part ies, on the af ternoon o f Tuesday 
Apri l 18 and on Wednesday , Apri l 19 
(instead o f the w o r k pa r ty scheduled 
for Sunday Apr i l 16) . 

The Natural Her i t age Trust funds 
received by G B R have g iven a boos t 
t o t h e p r o j e c t . T h e g r o u p h a s 
purchased a covered , lockable trailer 
wh ich will m a k e it eas ier for rangers 
to organise mate r ia l s for the w o r k 
par t i e s , and w e h a v e e m p l o y e d a 
contractor to erect several exclosures 
to keep kangaroos out . A s well , Chris 
Webb , an h o n o u r s s tuden t at A N U 
has been bu i ld ing exc losu res wi th 
two types o f e lectr ic fenc ing - people 
m a y have o b s e r v e d the s igns and 
solar panels . H e has been plant ing 
out these, as wel l as unfenced control 
a r e a s , a n d a f e w o f o u r n e t t e d 
e x c l o s u r e s in o r d e r to s t u d y the 
effects o f kangaroo act ivi ty and the 
effect iveness o f the t w o des igns o f 
electric fencing. His project lasts jus t 
for the one year, bu t the fencing wil l 
r e m a i n a n d s o l o n g e r t e r m 
observat ions can b e recorded . It will 
be interest ing to see his results , and 
to see wha t happens in a d ry year. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 



Environment Sub-committee News 
The sub-commit tee has cont inued 
wi th a busy schedule o f meet ings , 
s u b m i s s i o n s , r e p o r t s , a n d 
presentations since the last Bulletin 
report. 

A s f o r e s h a d o w e d i n t h e l a s t 
Bulletin, t he N P A p r e s e n t e d i t s 
s u b m i s s i o n o n t h e 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 
budget to the P lann ing and Urban 
S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e . T h e 
s u b m i s s i o n , r e s e a r c h e d a n d 
prepared b y R a y Polglaze, analysed 
in s o m e detail b o t h the losses in 
funding to Env i ronment A C T over 
the pas t several years and the lack 
of n e w funding in key areas . W e felt 
t h a t t h e s u b m i s s i o n w a s w e l l 
r e c e i v e d by t h e c o m m i t t e e . O f 
course, w e will have to w a i t for the 
f ina l A C T b u d g e t t o s e e i f a n y 
c h a n g e s h a v e b e e n m a d e t o 
envi ronment funding in the ACT. 

T h e N P A has b e e n c o o p e r a t i n g 
wi th the Conserva t ion Counci l in 
f o l l o w - u p d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e 
M i n i s t e r a n d w i t h t h e S h a d o w 
Minis te r in an effort to ensure that 
our v i ews on env i ronment funding 
are well understood in the Assembly 
b e f o r e t h e b u d g e t d e b a t e s 
commence . 

R a y h a s a l s o p r e p a r e d a 
s u b m i s s i o n o n t h e d ra f t L o w e r 
M o l o n g l o R ive r C o r r i d o r N a t u r e 
Reserve ( L M R C N R ) M a n a g e m e n t 
Plan wh ich will b e presented to the 
P l a n n i n g a n d U r b a n S e r v i c e s 
C o m m i t t e e o n J u n e 2 . T h e 
submiss ion on the L M R C N R is a 
v e r y l a r g e a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
document , describing m a n y changes 
wh ich w e feel are requi red to the 

c u r r e n t d r a f t p l a n . O u r k e y 
c o m m e n t s on t h e draft p lan include: 

• C o n s e r v a t i o n o f natural va lues 
mus t r e m a i n the h ighes t priori ty 
in the p lan a n d t ake precedence 
over all o the r va lues . This mus t 
be s tated in the plan. 

• T h e n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
v a l u e s o f t h e r e s e r v e a re n o t 
a d e q u a t e l y o u t l i n e d ; t h e 
s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e r e s e r v e for 
e n d a n g e r e d a n d t h r e a t e n e d 
species , m c l u d i n g legless lizards, 
M a c q u a r i e p e r c h , p a i n t e d 
h o n e y e a t e r s , a n d b r o w n 
t reecreepers a re no t adequately 
descr ibed. 

• T h e p l a n l e a v e s k e y p l a n n i n g 
i s s u e s u n r e s o l v e d . T h e u s e o f 
exis t ing roads and tracks and the 
use o f the reserve for a range o f 
recreat ional activit ies including 
fishing, or ienteering, horse riding 
and car ral l ies i s not specified. A 
k e y object ive for a managemen t 
p l a n i s to d e v e l o p p o l i c i e s for 
these act ivi t ies . 

• The plan should include strategies 
fo r m o n i t o r i n g a n d s u r v e y i n g 
b i o d i v e r s i t y i n t h e r e s e r v e 
including surveys o f endangered 
and threa tened species. 

C o p i e s o f t h e s u b m i s s i o n a r e 
available in the N P A office. 

W o r k o n o u r o t h e r p r o j e c t s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e n e x t N a m a d g i 
M a n a g e m e n t P lan and Management 
o f na t ive fo re s t r e m n a n t s in A C T 
Forests , is con t inu ing . 

A s out l ined in the last report , the 
N P A has n o w submi t ted a funding 

submiss ion t o enable our projects to 
c o n t i n u e f o r the n e x t t w o yea r s : 
successful submiss ions are usually 
announced abou t Augus t . 

T h e sub-commit tee has cont inued 
w i t h the p r o g r a m o f f ie ld surveys, 
l e d b y C l i v e and Ray , to e n a b l e 
m e m b e r s t o g a i n a b e t t e r 
under s t and ing of some o f the issues 
and conflicts involved in our current 
projects . In t h e winter per iod trips 
a re p l a n n e d for L o w e r M o l o n g l o , 
Tidbinbi l la , and K o w e n . T h e tr ips 
h a v e s o fa r b e e n an o u t s t a n d i n g 
s u c c e s s . I f y o u w o u l d l i k e to 
part icipate in future field trips give 
me a c a l l a n d I w i l l k e e p y o u 
i n f o r m e d o f t h e da tes . T h e y w i l l 
enab le you to inspect and discuss 
environmental issues on the ground, 
a n d s h a r p e n y o u r s k i l l s i n 
i d e n t i f y i n g t r e e s a n d p l a n t s , 
including all those p rob lem weeds . 

T h e sub-commit tee mee t s at the 
Conservat ion Council Offices, Acton, 
on the s e c o n d T h u r s d a y o f e a c h 
mon th . N P A m e m b e r s w h o wou ld 
l ike to contr ibute to the w o r k o f the 
sub-commit tee are a lways we lcome. 

O n a final note , I w o u l d l ike to 
a d v i s e t h a t D a v i d L a r g e wi l l b e 
taking over the convening o f the sub-
c o m m i t t e e f o l l o w i n g t h e M a y 
meet ing . I w o u l d like to thank all 
those m e m b e r s who have supported 
the work o f the sub-commit tee over 
the pas t y e a r and look forward to 
y o u r cont inued support under David 
in 2 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 1 . 

Nevi l le Esau 

F o r the Envi ronment Sub
commit tee 

Successful Anniversary supplement 
N P A is to be congra tu la ted on its 
4 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y S u p p l e m e n t 
pub l i shed in M a r c h . T h i s t ime o f 
celebrat ion w a s an impor tan t one 
f o r t h e a s s o c i a t i o n , a n d t h e 
Supp lement was a fitting t r ibute to 
all those w h o had laboured over the 
years for the NPA's object ives . 

All the major areas o f the NPA's 
a c t i v i t i e s w e r e c o v e r e d . T h e 
campaign for a national pa rk for the 
n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l , t h e w o r k o f 
individuals such as Nancy Burbidge 

and o t h e r l i fe m e m b e r s , po l i t i ca l 
i s s u e s f o u g h t t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s , 
p r o m o t i o n o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
awareness , NPA's field guides , the 
evolution o f the out ings p rog ram and 
the Bulletin, t he m a n y w o r k parties 
both within and outs ide the ACT, and 
s o m e k e y l a n d m a r k s s u c h as the 
Yerrabi Track , Orrora l Homes tead , 
and B o b o y a n P ines w e r e included, 
and more . A s wel l as looking back, 
the publ ica t ion a lso looked forward. 
Well illustrated, the Supplement was 

topped off beautifully w i th the so-
appropr i a t e co lour c o v e r s h o w i n g 
o n e o f t h e s i g n a t u r e v i e w s o f 
N a m a d g i Na t iona l Park . 

T h e t e a m r e s p o n s i b l e , F i o n a , 
A d r i e n n e , L e n , Beverley, Reg and 
Graeme , h a v e done a ve ry good j o b 
indeed. 

M a t t h e w Higgins 

Copies o f t h e Supplement m a y b e 
purchased at the NPA office or at 
general mee t ings 



The ACT draft budget 
This article was written before the ACT 
Government's budget for 2000 was 
brought down, so may have been 
overtaken in some areas. However, it 
contains some valuable insights into the 
budget process as it affects environment 
and conservation issues and will repay 
study by association members. 

I n J a n u a r y 2 0 0 0 t h e C a r n e l l 
G o v e r n m e n t c i r c u l a t e d a d r a f t 
budget for c o m m e n t . This provided 
the N P A w i t h an o p p o r t u n i t y to 
c o m m e n t on b o t h the 1999 budge t 
and the 2000 draft budget . 

T h e N P A m a d e its c o m m e n t s in a 
s u b m i s s i o n to t h e P l a n n i n g a n d 
U r b a n S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e in 
F e b r u a r y 2 0 0 0 . C l i v e H u r l s t o n e , 
N e v i l l e E s a u a n d R a y P o l g l a z e 
r e p r e s e n t e d t h e N P A i n t h e 
Commi t t ee ' s h e a r i n g on t h e draft 
budget . 

N u m b e r s w i thout explanat ions 
T h e T r e a s u r e r , M r H u m p h r i e s , 
c l a i m e d t h a t t h e d r a f t b u d g e t 
" c o n t a i n s a l l o f t h e r e l e v a n t 
information needed to al low the A C T 
communi ty to p rov ide input to the 
B u d g e t P roces s " . T h e C o m m i t t e e 
accepted tha t this w a s not true. 

T h e draft budge t d id not inc lude 
explanat ions for the number s in the 
operating statement for environment 
and heri tage. 

The Commit tee r ecommended that 
"explanatory notes be p rov ided for 
e a c h l a r g e d o l l a r i t e m i n t h e 
o p e r a t i n g s t a t e m e n t s and o u t p u t 
tables". 

Cuts to e n v i r o n m e n t funding 
Although the n u m b e r s in the draft 
budget indicated that there w a s no 
m a j o r c h a n g e in e n v i r o n m e n t 
f u n d i n g , t h e s e n u m b e r s c o v e r e d 
significant cuts in the 1999 budge t 
and further cuts in the 2000 budge t . 
These cuts p robably amoun t to m o r e 
than 10 per cent, or about $2 mil l ion, 
in the 1999 b u d g e t and a fur ther 
3.5 per cent , o r abou t $ 7 0 0 000 , in 
the 2 0 0 0 draft budge t . Bu t , w i thou t 
explana t ions for the n u m b e r s in the 
dra f t b u d g e t , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to 
k n o w the actual cu t s . 

T h e p r o b a b l e c u t o f m o r e t h a n 
10 per cent in the 1999 budge t w a s 
the combined effect of: 

• a loss o f 16 staff equivalent to a 
m o r e than 4 per cent cut; 

• a 2 p e r c e n t s a l a r y i n c r e a s e 
equiva len t to a 1 per cent cut; 

• $ 8 8 0 0 0 0 in o n g o i n g I T c o s t s 
equ iva len t to a 4 per cen t cut; 
and 

• a 2 . 5 p e r c e n t C P I i n c r e a s e 
equiva len t to a 1.25 per cen t cut . 
T h e probable cut o f 3.5 per cen t 
in the 2 0 0 0 draft budget is the 
c o m b i n e d effect of: 

• a n o t h e r 2 p e r c e n t s a l a r y 
increase equivalent to a further 
1 pe r cent cut; and 

• a 5 pe r cent CPI increase (with 
G S T ) e q u i v a l e n t to a fu r the r 
2.5 per cent cut. 

T h e s e a re l a r g e cu t s . A c u t o f 
$2 mill ion is equivalent to all o f the 
core funding for management o f the 
Murrumbidgee River Corridor plus all 
of the Natural Heritage Trust funding 
received in the ACT. To lose $2 million 
in one yea r is a significant loss. 

Effects on park m a n a g e m e n t 

T h e draft budge t did no t ind ica te 
w h a t t h e s e c u t s m e a n f o r 
m a n a g e m e n t o f Namadgi Nat ional 
Pa rk and the nature reserves. T h e r e 
w a s on ly a single figure o f $10 283 
900 in the draft budget for the cos t 
o f na ture conservation services. This 
s i ng l e f igure , w i t h o u t a n y b r e a k 
d o w n , c o v e r e d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
v is i tor facil i t ies, moni tor ing , feral 
an imal control , weed control and a 
r ange o f other activities on the 53 
pe r c e n t o f the A C T in N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d t h e n a t u r e 
reserves . 

T h e 1999 budget did not inc lude a 
c o m p a r a b l e f i gu re fo r t h e 1 9 9 8 
budge t . T h e $10 283 900 in the 2 0 0 0 
draft b u d g e t was $26 500 less than 
the $ 1 0 3 1 0 400 in the 1999 budge t . 
T h e r e w e r e larger effective cuts in 
the 1999 budge t and the 2 0 0 0 draft 
b u d g e t t h r o u g h s ta f f r e d u c t i o n , 
sa lary increases , IT costs and CPI 
increases. These effective cuts would 
exceed $1 mil l ion. 

C u t s to operat ing funds 

The cu ts to park management in the 
1999 b u d g e t we re largely achieved 
th rough cuts to operat ing funds. O n 
a p r o ra ta basis , reduct ions o f about 

$ 6 0 0 000 w o u l d b e required to cover 
t h e I T c o s t s , s a l a r y a n d C P I 
increases . Th i s points to a loss o f 
m o r e than $ 1 0 0 000 from Namadg i 
Nat ional Park and each o f the other 
districts. This is equivalent to about 
30 per cent o f the operat ing funds. 

A r educ t i on in ope ra t i ng funds 
m e a n s f e w e r ac t iv i t i es l ike feral 
a n i m a l a n d w e e d c o n t r o l , 
moni tor ing , fire preparedness and 
vehic le use. It is not poss ible to cut 
these activities wi thout jeopardis ing 
m a n a g e m e n t o f the parks . Cuts to 
t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a l s o b r e a c h t h e 
assurance given in the 1999 budget 
t h a t " s i m i l a r f ie ld ef for t wi l l be 
maintained". 

Staff cuts a n d Env ironment 
A C T 
T h e 1 9 9 9 b u d g e t c u t s t a f f in 
Envi ronment A C T by 16 from 211 to 
195 personnel (a cut o f 7.5 per cent) . 
It w a s sugges ted that this staff cut 
could be achieved through "market 
t e s t i n g , b e n c h m a r k i n g a n d 
r eo rgan i sa t ion" w i thou t affect ing 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
environmenta l protect ion. The N P A 
said in it i ts submiss ion on the 2000 
budget that it did not bel ieve this 
w a s possible . 

The N P A stated that in its v i e w 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T "is a genera l ly 
eff ic ient o rgan i sa t i on w i t h m a n y 
highly commit ted and talented staff", 
that its "performance is pr imari ly 
constrained by lack o f resources" and 
that w e "do not think that you can 
take staff out o f it wi thout reducing 
w h a t it is able to do". 

T h e N P A said that a n y savings 
achieved through, efficiencies should be 
allocated to greater implementation of 
t h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t ' s n a t u r e 
conservation and environment plans. 

Staff cuts a n d park 
m a n a g e m e n t 
T h e 1 9 9 9 b u d g e t s t a f f c u t w a s 
f o c u s e d i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
p r o t e c t i o n , p l a n n i n g , and p o l i c y 
areas o f Envi ronment ACT. This has 
meant a loss o f staff in areas like 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n n i n g t h a t a re 
e s s e n t i a l f o r e f f e c t i v e p a r k 
managemen t . T h e direct staff cuts 
i n t h e P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 



Service m a y have been limited to one 
staff m e m b e r from Tidbinbi l la a n d 
three m a i n t e n a n c e s taff f rom t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r C o r r i d o r . 
T h e r e m a y a l s o h a v e b e e n a 
reduct ion in t emporary staff. 

It is predictable , though, that, i f 
t h e c u r r e n t b u d g e t p r a c t i c e 
c o n t i n u e s , t h e o n g o i n g effects o f 
salary and CPI increases wil l l ead 
to cuts o f a couple o f staff a year f rom 
the Parks and Conservation Service . 
I n d e e d , w i t h o p e r a t i n g f u n d s 
already cut by 30 per cent, it is l ikely 
that further staff cuts wil l need to 
be m a d e . 

Addi t iona l resources requ ired 
T h e N P A s u b m i s s i o n ident i f ied a 
number o f areas whe re there w a s an 
a p p a r e n t n e e d f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
resources . These included: 
• increasing the ranger presence in 

the na ture reserves; 
• m e e t i n g the ma in tenance cos ts 

from increas ing visi tor n u m b e r s 
( u p b y 15 p e r c e n t l a s t y e a r 
alone); 

• i n c r e a s i n g c o n t r o l o f f e r a l s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y p i g s a n d foxes in 
N a m a d g i Nat ional Park; 

• i m p r o v i n g m a n a g e m e n t 
p lanning and consul tat ion w i t h 
the A C T communi ty ; 

• i m p l e m e n t i n g a comprehens ive 
survey, research and moni to r ing 
p rogram; and 

• suppor t ing nature conservat ion 
in Canber ra Urban Parks, A C T 
Fores ts and rural leases . 

W h a t the N P A a n d 
Conservat ion Counc i l h a v e 
p r o p o s e d 

In response to cuts to funding w h e n 
addi t ional resources are requi red , 
the N P A proposed tha t funding to 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T be increased to 
a b o v e t h e l eve l s be fo re the 1 9 9 9 
budget . T h e N P A proposed funding 
increases to: 
• res tore the staff numbers to 211 ; 
• p rov ide for IT costs , salary and 

C P I increases; and 
• address the need for addi t ional 

resources . 
Th i s w o u l d require an increase in 

funding in the 2000 budget o f m o r e 
than $3 mi l l ion . 

T h e C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l h a s 
p roposed an increase o f 30 per cen t 
or about $6.6 mil l ion to both res tore 

the funding lost t h r o u g h cuts and 
fund the A C T Government ' s m a n y 
a n n o u n c e d b u t u n f u n d e d 
environmenta l ini t iat ives. 

Opt ions for addit ional funding 
T h e N P A ou t l i ned t h e f o l l o w i n g 
opt ions for increased env i ronment 
funding: 

1. M a i n t a i n i n g e n v i r o n m e n t 
expenditure as a percen tage o f 
general expendi ture in the 1999 
and 2000 b u d g e t s . Th i s w o u l d 
increase environment funding by 
m o r e than $2 mi l l ion . 

2 . I n c r e a s i n g f u n d i n g f o r 
management o f the 53 pe r cen t 
o f the A C T in na t ional pa rk or 
na ture reserves f r o m 0.64 pe r 
cent to only 1 pe r cen t o f general 
expenditure ($6.6 mi l l ion) . 

3 . Al loca t ing the funds ra ised b y 
the Water Abst rac t ion Charge to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e n d i t u r e 
($6.7 milhon) . T h e s e funds have 
d i s a p p e a r e d i n t o g e n e r a l 
r evenue even t h o u g h the 1999 
budge t stated tha t t hey w o u l d 
fund environmental init iat ives. 

4 . Increasingthe Water Abstract ion 
Charge from an average o f $28 
per resident to $ 8 0 per resident . 
A n env i ronmen ta l l e v y o f $ 8 0 
w a s acceptable to the people o f 
Sydney ($12 mi l l ion) . 

5. Al loca t ing the funds ra ised b y 
t h e Po l lu tan t L o a d i n g F e e to 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e n d i t u r e 
($600 000) . 

6. I n t r o d u c i n g a B u s h l a n d 
P rese rva t ion L e v y o f $ 3 0 p e r 
r a t e p a y e r . T h i s h a s b e e n 
accepted by Br i sbane residents 
($3.5 million). 

T h e Planning and U r b a n Services 
Commi t t ee r e c o m m e n d e d that the 
Governmen t carefully consider the 
s u g g e s t i o n s b y t h e N P A f o r 
addit ional funding. These funding 
opt ions would, together, p rovide an 
a d d i t i o n a l $ 1 0 . 8 m i l l i o n f o r 
envi ronment expendi ture . 

W e said in our e v i d e n c e to the 
c o m m i t t e e that i n a l l o c a t i n g the 
funds from the W a t e r Abst rac t ion 
Cha rge to general r evenue "that i f 
t h e goal is to gene ra te m o n e y for 
e n v i r o n m e n t , the G o v e r n m e n t is 
d o i n g exactly the w r o n g thing". The 
commi t t ee supported this concern 

a n d e m p h a s i s e d " t h a t h i g h e r 
charges will only be tolerated by the 
communi ty i f the increased revenue 
is seen to be going, in its entirety, to 
m e a s u r e s t h a t i m p r o v e t h e 
environment" . 

Performance criteria 
T h e N P A c o m m e n t e d in t h e 

s u b m i s s i o n t h a t t h e p r i m a r y 
p e r f o r m a n c e cr i ter ia i n the draft 
budget for nature conservat ion were 
measures o f public percept ion rather 
t h a n a c t u a l p e r f o r m a n c e . T h e 
commit tee supported this concern. It 
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t " q u a l i t y 
p e r f o r m a n c e m e a s u r e s fo r e a c h 
output class include, not j u s t annual 
r a t i n g s o r s u r v e y s o f c l i e n t 
satisfaction, but measu res o f actual 
performance". It gave as examples 
"actual changes in the n u m b e r o f 
f e r a l a n i m a l s a n d i n c r e a s e s o r 
decreases in the area o f weeds" . 

Capital w o r k s 
T h e N P A also c o m m e n t e d on the 

capital works proposals in the draft 
b u d g e t . T h e N P A s u p p o r t e d t h e 
proposed $100 000 for t h e Boboyan 
Pines Landscape Restorat ion Project 
a s "an a p p r o p r i a t e a l l o c a t i o n to 
m a i n t a i n the m o m e n t u m o f t h e 
project". 

T h e NPA expressed concern at the 
50 per cent reduct ion in fAmding for 
Landcare projects and cal led for a 
c o m m i t m e n t to L a n d c a r e fAmding 
beyond the Decade o f Landca re that 
finishes in 2000. 

The N P A argued that the proposed 
funding for weed control and fencing 
o f nature reserves should b e related 
to t h e r equ i red f u n d i n g for w e e d 
control and fencing. It no ted that the 
$100 000 for fencing w o u l d provide 
for 50 ki lometres o f easy fencing bu t 
on ly 7 ki lometres o f difficult fencing 
w h e n Namadgi Nat ional Park alone 
has 100 kilometres o f boundary with 
rural propert ies. 

G e n u i n e interest 
T h e cornmittee o f Harold Hird, Dave Rugendyke 
R u g e n d y k e a n d S i m o n C o r b e l 
s h o w e d a genu ine in te res t in the 
NPA's v iews . 

In addition to support ing a number 
of the NPA's concerns, the commit tee 
also c o m m e n d e d the N P A "for the 
h igh quality o f its submission". 

continued on page 11 



A little-known Eden 
G u i d e d b y t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e 
M o n g a r l o w e M o n g a r l o w e  R i v e r , N P A h a s 
conducted t w o recent ou t ings in the 
M o n g a S ta te F o r e s t . T h e f irst o f 
these out ings w a s to see the rare 
a n d b e a u t i f u l M o n g a w a r a t a h . 
Fortunately for us the Fr iends knew 
e x a c t l y w h e r e w e c o u l d s e e th i s 
m a g n i f i c e n t s h r u b in a b u n d a n t 
b l o o m . ( T h e M o n g a w a r a t a h i s 
p r o v i d i n g b r e e d i n g s t o c k for t h e 
popular Bra idwood Bril l iant, n o w in 
m a n y l oca l n u r s e r i e s , a n d o the r 
w a r a t a h h y b r i d s ) . O n t h e s e c o n d 
occasion w e w e r e s h o w n s o m e areas 
of old growth forest and also taken 
to a m o s t access ib le ra inforest gully 
o f p i n k w o o d . T h e s e a m a z i n g trees 
m a y live for u p w a r d s o f 5 0 0 0 years 
and are relics f rom the con t inen t o f 
G o n d w a n a . O u r p a r t y , w h i c h 
n u m b e r e d in excess o f 3 0 , w a s jus t 
able to l ink a rms around the gnarled 
base o f one magni f i cen t spec imen . 
W e w e r e a l s o t a k e n t o a n o t h e r 
rainforest gul ly whe re the t ree ferns 
h a d b e e n i l l ega l ly r e m o v e d s o m e 
y e a r s a g o . T o u s i t s e e m e d 
unbelievable that anyone could even 
c o n t e m p l a t e s u c h w a n t o n 
d e s t r u c t i o n i n s u c h a b e a u t i f u l 
p lace . However , the o ld s ay ing that 
"eve ry c l o u d h a s a s i l v e r l i n ing" 
carries s o m e r ing o f truth, because 
the one to two-met re h igh but ts o f 
these ferns p rov ided a safe habi ta t 
fo r t h e s e e d s o f p i n k w o o d s t o 
g e r m i n a t e p r o t e c t e d f r o m t h e 
kangaroos . So , no t on ly d id w e see 
the tops o f these n e w t rees bu t also 
a good par t o f the i r root sys tems . 

It is v e r y ea sy to u n d e r s t a n d w h y 
t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e M o n g a r l o w e 
River are pass iona te p ro t ec to r s o f 
t h i s u n i q u e a r e a . T h e M o n g a / 
B u c k e n b o w r a a r e a h a s v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t a n d d i s t i n c t i v e 
env i ronmen ta l charac te r i s t i c s and 
these h a v e b e e n iden t i f i ed by D r 
B r e n d a n M a c k e y , R e a d e r in 
E c o l o g y a n d E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Sc ience at A N U : 

• M o n g a conta ins the headwa te r s 
o f the M o n g a r l o w e River , wh ich 
f l o w s t h r o u g h t h e t a b l e l a n d 
c o u n t r y b e f o r e j o i n i n g t h e 
Shoa lhaven River ; 

• t h e a r e a h a s a d i s t i n c t i v e 
c l i m a t e , w i t h t a b l e l a n d 
t empe ra tu r e r e g i m e s bu t h igh 
year- round rainfall; 

• t h e l a n d s c a p e c o n t a i n s 
significant flat and undula t ing 
l a n d a r e a s a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 
hydrological gradients are low; 

• b e c a u s e o f t h e a b o v e f ac to r s , 
M o n g a i s a h i g h l y p r o d u c t i v e 
e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h m a k e s for 
ecological ly v iab le populat ions; 

• f u r t h e r m o r e M o n g a c o n t a i n s 
very substant ial and significant 
areas w h i c h h a v e been largely 
undis turbed b y m o d e r n forestry 
pract ices , i f logged at all. 

T h o s e o f y o u w h o r e a d t h e 
pamphle t enc losed wi th the March 
issue o f t h e Bulletin wi l l a lso b e 
a w a r e o f t h e m a n y s p e c i e s o f 
wildlife, s o m e rare or endangered, 
that call M o n g a h o m e . 

Whi le w e were w i th the Friends it 
was m o s t ins t ruc t ive to see thei r 
approach to ga in ing support for the 
cause. A s w e were wa lk ing along one 
of the m a n y forestry fire trails w e 
came upon a dozen or so 4 W D drive 
veh ic l e s on a " t ra ining" exerc i se . 
Instead o f th rowing their hands up 
in h o r r o r o r b e c o m i n g 
confrontational, the Friends quietly 
approached the expedit ion 's leader 
and several o f the dr ivers "under 
i n s t r u c t i o n " . A b i t o f q u i e t b u t 
informed lobby ing then took p lace 
and in next to no t i m e the Friends 
had a smal l a r m y o f converts . Most , 
if not all, the veh ic le occupants had 
n o i d e a o f w h a t a s p e c i a l p l a c e 
M o n g a i s a n d t h a t i t w a s u n d e r 
t h r e a t b e c a u s e o f t h e c u r r e n t 
R e g i o n a l F o r e s t r y A g r e e m e n t 
p r o c e s s . T h e e x p e d i t i o n l e a d e r 
realised that his l ivel ihood could be 
under threat and the others were all 
i m p r e s s e d b y t h e forest 's u n i q u e 
beauty. There w e r e m a n y promises 
o f letters to the N S W Premier and 
local M P s . N o doubt these intentions 
were no t real ised in every case, bu t 
n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e y h a d a l l b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y i n t r o d u c e d to t h e 
conservat ion ethic . 

It w a s a p l ea su re to observe this 
small success , b e c a u s e the Fr iends 

had j u s t b e e n v e r y d i s a p p o i n t e d 
wi th lack o f suppor t c o m i n g f rom 
o t h e r c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s 
( i n c l u d i n g N P A ) f o r t h e i r 
innovat ive proposal to seek fimding 
to e s t a b l i s h a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
cent re in the area . T h e cen t re w a s 
to b e bui l t n ea r the old s awmi l l site 
adjacent to the v i l lage . It w a s also 
p roposed tha t a sys tem of w a l k i n g 
t racks and a tour is t d r ive shou ld 
b e d e v e l o p e d . D e s i g n a t e d t r acks 
w o u l d also b e set as ide for h o r s e 
and m o u n t a i n b i k e r i d i n g . T h e 
in terpret ive p r o g r a m w o u l d d r a w 
on the wea l th o f stories in the area 
a b o u t i ts A b o r i g i n a l h i s to ry , i t s 
b iogeograph ic h is tory as a refuge 
area preserving rainforest and flora 
distr ibutions before the last ice-age 
as we l l as s tor ies about the h i s to ry 
of l ogg ing and the o ld- t imers . T h e 
F r i e n d s ' p r o p o s a l w a s a n 
innovat ive effort to counter in tense 
l o c a l o p p o s i t i o n t o w i l d e r n e s s 
p r o p o s a l s i n g e n e r a l , b u t 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e B u c k e n b o w r a 
Buckenbowra wilderness p roposa l . A casual stroll 
d o w n B r a i d w o o d ' s m a i n s t r e e t 
r e v e a l s t h a t t h e a n t i - w i l d e r n e s s 
c a m p a i g n i s we l l suppor ted , wel l 
f u n d e d a n d w e l l o r g a n i s e d . T h e 
F r i e n d s s a w t h e i r o p t i o n as 
u n d e r m i n i n g t h e o p p o s i t i o n 
w i t h o u t h a r m i n g the w i l d e r n e s s 
proposa l as the i r submiss ion w a s 
for the use o f l and no t ident i f ied as 
be ing in the p r o p o s e d wi lde rness . 

It is probably n o w too late to give 
e x p r e s s i o n s o f s u p p o r t f o r t h e 
Friends proposal , (which did receive 
a p o s i t i v e r e s p o n s e f r o m 
Tallanganda Shire Council's Tourism 
sub-committee), but those o f y o u who 
are concerned about the future o f this 
beautiful and un ique forest cou ld 
c o n t a c t e i t h e r R o b y n S t e l l e r , 
phone 0248422001 or Val P lumwood, 
p h o n e 0 2 4 8 4 6 1 1 7 3 o r e m a i l 
v p l u m w o o d @ b r a i d w o o d . n e t . a u . 
M o r a l s u p p o r t w o u l d b e m o s t 
we lcome. 

T h e group, l ike the forest, is small , 
b u t t h e t a s k , l i k e t h e t r e e s , i s 
gigantic . 

L e n H a s k e w 

mailto:vplumwood@braidwood.net.au


News from the NPA office 
M e m b e r s m a y b e a w a r e t h a t 
volunteers n o w staff the N P A office. 
W e undertook this step fol lowing the 
resignation o f Dianne Hast ie to save 
N P A operat ing funds. W e no longer 
r e c e i v e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s u p p o r t 
grants f rom the A C T G o v e r n m e n t 
and wi thout these i t is no t poss ible 
for N P A to provide paid office staff. 

W e are relying on N P A volunteers 
through a monthly roster to continue 
t o p r o v i d e t h e m e m b e r s h i p , 
committee, and sales support to keep 
our services running. W e have had 
an excellent response fol lowing an 
appeal for volunteers at the M a r c h 
g e n e r a l m e e t i n g . T h i s g r o u p o f 
volunteers has n o w almost completed 
the M a y roster and w e are looking 
for further members for the June and 
July rosters. 

A s wi th all n e w ventures there has 
been a steep learn ing curve for all 
o f us involved to b e c o m e proficient 
w i t h t h e o f f i c e e q u i p m e n t a n d 
serv ices . Our t ra in ing i s ongo ing . 

Wi th this in m i n d w e a sk m e m b e r s 
to b e a l i t t le p a t i e n t i f s e r v i c e s 
s o m e t i m e s s e e m a l i t t le s low. In 
c o m m o n w i t h a l l m o d e r n o f f i ce 
sy s t ems there is h e a v y re l i ance on 
c o m p u t e r sys tems to p r o v i d e and 
s u p p o r t s e r v i c e s a n d 
commun ica t i ons . W e are current ly 
re-des igning our c o m p u t e r sys tems 
t o b e t t e r m e e t o u r n e e d s in a 
vo lun t ee r env i ronment . A g a i n , w e 
s e e k y o u r p a t i e n c e w h i l e t h e s e 
changes are i m p l e m e n t e d . 

W e h a v e formed an Off ice S u b 
commi t t ee to p lan and imp lemen t 
the change to a vo lun tee r sys tem 
and to provide ongoing suppor t to 
our gal lant band o f volunteers . 

I f a n y m e m b e r s f e e l a b l e to 
s u p p o r t the N P A b y s taf f ing the 
office about once a m o n t h please let 
m e k n o w a n d I w i l l a r r a n g e 
c o n v e n i e n t r o s t e r t i m e s a n d 
training. 

Nevi l l e E s a u 
F o r the Commi t t ee 

The ACT draft budget 
continued from page 9 

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e a c o p y o f the 
NPA's submission, p lease contact the 
N P A off ice o n 6 2 8 2 5 8 1 3 o r R a y 
Polg laze on 6247 1024 . Copies o f the 
C o m m i t t e e ' s r e p o r t a re ava i lab le 
from the A C T A s s e m b l y Commit tee 
Office on 6 2 0 5 0 4 3 5 . 

R a y Polglaze 
Note: This article was developed with 
the support of the A C T Government 
Environment Grants Program. 

Westbourne Woods walks 
Westbourne W o o d s is one o f the best 
arboreta in Austral ia , be ing a testing 
g r o u n d f o r a b o u t 1 5 0 s p e c i e s o f 
Aust ra l ian and exo t i c t rees planted 
ma in ly be tween 1914 and 1920. 

Al l are w e l c o m e to enjoy a free, 
t w o - h o u r g u i d e d w a l k t h r o u g h 
W e s t b o u r n e W o o d s on the second 
Sunday o f each m o n t h . 

M e e t at the en t rance to the Royal 
C a n b e r r a G o l f C l u b , B e n t h a m 
Street , Yarra lumla , at 9:30 am. 

Ken Eldridge, phone 62815685 , can 
give further information on the walks. 

Celebrating 40 years 

Watched by Fiona MacDonald 
Brand, Sybil Story cuts the 

association's 40th birthday cake. 
Photo Reg Alder. 

A t t a i n i n g the a g e o f 4 0 i s o f t e n 
regarded as something of a miles tone 
i n o u r p e r s o n a l l i v e s , a n d 
celebrat ions to ma rk this event are 
qu i t e c o m m o n . F i o n a M a c D o n a l d 
B r a n d had the foresight to real ise 
tha t the 40th ann iversa ry o f N P A 
would also be a significant mi les tone 
in the history o f the associat ion and 

that a special celebrat ion wou ld b e 
appropriate. T h e Commi t tee agreed 
wi th her and a var ie ty o f activit ies 
w e r e p l a n n e d . T h e s e i n c l u d e d a 
Supp lemen t to the M a r c h Bullet in, 
a ta lk at Namadg i Vis i to r Centre 
a n d a " b i r t h d a y pa r ty" , h e l d in 
conjunction wi th the M a r c h general 
meet ing . 

M o r e t h a n 5 0 m e m b e r s c a m e 
a long to the party, to celebrate and 
to share in ano ther par t o f NPA's 
history. 

Syd Comfor t acted as Mas t e r o f 
Ceremonies and kep t things m o v i n g 
a long at a livery pace . S y d had the 
great idea o f arranging the seat ing 
in a large circle, jus t as i f w e were 
s i t t i n g a r o u n d a c a m p f i r e , 
somewhere in Namadgi , (wi th a fire 
permi t , o f course) . M e m b e r s w e r e 
invi ted to share their m e m o r i e s o f 
t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h N P A and 
t h e r e w a s no sho r t age o f w i l l i n g 
volunteers . T h e not ice o f mee t ing in 
the Bullet in advert ised 'an evening 
o f r e m i n i s c e n c e a n d f e l l o w s h i p 
enl ivened by tales, some short , some 
tall bu t all entertaining' . 

Th i s w a s one occas ion w h e n there 
w a s t ru th in adve r t i s i ng ! It w a s 
a m a z i n g t o h e a r t h e m a n y and 
v a r i o u s t h i n g s t h a t p e o p l e 
r e m e m b e r e d f r o m a p a r t i c u l a r 
occas ion - and it w a s deHghtful to 
b e r e m i n d e d w h a t p l e a s a n t 
m e m o r i e s p e o p l e c h e r i s h e d . 
I n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h t h e ta les w e r e 
accounts o f the ea r ly days and the 
hercu lean efforts m a d e b y p ioneer 
m e m b e r s to ga in N a m a d g i for the 
p e o p l e o f t h e A C T . M o s t t e l l i n g 
p e r h a p s t h o u g h w e r e t h e 
r e m i n i s c e n c e s a b o u t f r i endsh ips 
m a d e , t h e r e a d y a c c e p t a n c e o f 
c h i l d r e n a t o u t i n g s a n d t h e 
e n d u r i n g a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t t h a t m e m b e r s h i p o f 
N P A had e n g e n d e r e d and nurtured. 

F iona w a s given the pleasant duty 
o f propos ing a toas t to N P A and then 
Syb i l S t o r y w a s a s k e d to cu t the 
m a g n i f i c e n t b i r t h d a y c a k e . A n 
excel lent supper fo l lowed with m o r e 
informal ya rns and reminiscences . 
A memorab l e n ight for all attending. 

L e n H a s k e w 



Brindabella National Park, so 
close and yet so unknown 
It is odd that our closest nat ional 
p a r k i s so r a r e l y v i s i t e d b y 
b u s h w a l k e r s , a n d y e t t h e 
Br indabel la Nat ional Park offers so 
much : grand forests, spring f lowers 
in abundance , clean wate r in l ively 
c r e e k s , t r acks for those w h o l ike 
them and as rough bush bash ing as 
anybody could wish for. H a v i n g led 
five different exploratory wa lks to 
see w h a t is there, it is t ime for m e 
to descr ibe the area so that others 
feel inspired to put on tr ips into the 
area. 

W h e r e is i t? 
T h e B r i n d a b e l l a N a t i o n a l P a r k 
e x t e n d s n o r t h w a r d s f rom M o u n t 
C o r e e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 5 k m a n d 
c o v e r s m o r e t h a n 1 2 OOOha. I t 
i n c l u d e s t h e s l o p e s a n d r i d g e s 
a round the Br indabe l la R a n g e . It 
w a s gaze t t ed as na t ional p a r k in 
1 9 9 6 . I t i s o p e n to f o u r - w h e e l 
dr iving, bu t the wa lks that w e have 
done so far have not been u n d u l y 
dis turbed b y that. M o s t o f the area 
is on the U m b u r r a 1:25 000 m a p . 

H o w to get there 
T h e r e are basical ly two entry roads 
into the area: Two Sticks Road and 
D o c t o r s F l a t R o a d . B o t h g o o f f 
Mounta in Creek Road, which can be 
r e a c h e d v i a C o t t e r o r U r i a r r a 
Crossing-Fair l ight Road. Both entry 
roads are easily accessible by four-
wheel drive or by mountain bike. M y 
first exploration was in fact m a d e on 
m y mounta in bike. In fair wea the r 
the roads are also negotiable for two-
w h e e l dr ive cars wi th r easonab le 
g round clearance. 

C a m p i n g 
T h e main creeks seem to have wate r 
at all t i m e s . W e h a v e c a m p e d at 
Moun ta in Creek, California Creek 
and Jago Creek, in all cases nest l ing 
into the vegetat ion. Such c a m p sites 
can be found reasonably close to the 
access roads, and I have chosen to 
wa lk in with full packs , set u p c a m p 
and then make trips from there with 
day packs . 

Walking routes 
Five different t r ips have been made 
with the Canber ra Bushwalker s : 
1. Wi th b a s e at M o u n t a i n C r e e k 

j u s t n o r t h o f t h e D i n g i D i n g i 
Range w e wa lked across to the 
Waterfall C r e e k v i e w point . 

2. With base at California Creek w e 
took one w a l k u p the Grevi l lea 
Ridge (new n a m e ) and one into 
the Sard ine Fla t area. 

3. A day trip a round and across the 
Dingo Del ls flat. 

4 . Wi th base at Jago C r e e k w e took 
one w a l k to and a long W o m b a t 
Ridge and one d o w n B a g R idge 
and u p Pea F l o w e r Ridge (new 
name) . 

5. F rom the Ba ldy R a n g e trail w e 
walked down along a ridge (fairly 
s c r u b b y ) to M o u n t a i n C r e e k 
w h i c h w e f o l l o w e d t o T o p 
Crossing, enjoying swims in the 
clear poo ls on the h o t s u m m e r 
day. 

P l a n s 
There are a lot m o r e trips to b e made 
in the a rea apar t f rom repeat ing old 
trips. S o m e t ime I h o p e to explore 

Above California Creek. Photo 
Gosta Lynga. 

the Grevi l lea Ridge to its full extent, 
b u t t h e r e i s a l s o s u r e to b e 
interest ing count ry on the western 
slopes o f the Br indabel la Range . W e 
are real ly lucky to have this area so 
close. Le t us get u p there! 

Gosta Lynga 

On the Dingi Dingi Range. Photo Gosta Lynga. 



VIP - the Vegetation Investment 
Project 
The guest speakers at our November 
General Meeting were Mark 
Thomas, Director, Greening 
Australia, and Alison Elvin, 
Greening Australia's VIP Project 
Coordinator. Mark spoke briefly 
about the history of Greening 
Australia, its aims and objectives 
and handed over to Alison who spoke 
enthusiastically about her project. 
The following article is an outline of 
Alisons address - it first appeared 
in Bush, the national magazine of 
Environment Australia and is 
reprinted with permission. 

This is a s tory a b o u t the 
H o o d e d R o b i n . 
I t i n v o l v e s p a r t n e r s h i p s ; 
b i o d i v e r s i t y ; t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
scientific theory; and large-scale, on-
ground re-vegetat ion w o r k s . 

Its greates t success wi l l b e when 
species such as the H o o d e d Robin 
are c o m m o n p l a c e , and all the small, 
forgotten w o o d l a n d p lan ts bounce 
back. 

There are par tnersh ips be tween 
C S I R O ( s c i e n t i f i c t h e o r y a n d 
research) , Green ing Aus t ra l ia (on-
ground implementat ion) , all manner 
o f l andho lde r s (free-hold farmers, 
n a t u r e r e s e r v e s , p u b l i c s p a c e s , 
d e v e l o p e r s , p l a n n e r s , a n d ru ra l 
l ea seho lde r s , to n a m e a few) and 
A C T a n d N S W . g o v e r n m e n t 
agencies . 

T h e p r o j e c t a i m s t o p r e s e r v e , 
e x t e n d a n d e n h a n c e n a t i v e 
vege t a t i on c o m m u n i t i e s w i t h the 
purpose o f b r ing ing b a c k species o f 
i n s e c t i v o r o u s w o o d l a n d b i r d s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e t h r e a t e n e d H o o d e d 
Robin . 

H o w c a n this b e d o n e ? 
Greening Austra l ia received funding 
f rom the Na t iona l Her i t age Trust 
( N H T ) for a three-year Vegetat ion 
Inves tment Project - affectionately 
k n o w n as V I P - to m a x i m i s e flora 
and fauna d ive r s i ty b y buffering, 
l i nk ing , a n d r e - v i t a l i s i n g n a t i v e 
remnant vegeta t ion in northern and 
western A C T , and into surrounding 

N S W i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y d e t e r m i n e d 
revegeta t ion guidel ines. 

To a c h i e v e t h i s , V I P p r o v i d e s 
landholders wi th $1,200 per k m for 
8 0 k m o f f e n c i n g ; e q u i p m e n t and 
he rb ic ide fo r w e e d control dur ing 
s i t e p r e p a r a t i o n ; a n d l o c a l 
p rovenance seed and/or tubestock to 
re-vegetate at least 95ha o f land. A s 
wi th all N H T funding, every dollar 
provided to the landholder needs to 
b e ma tched b y an in-kind, one-for-
o n e c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m t h e 
landholder . 

AH this sounds good, bu t there are 
s o m e b a s i c q u e s t i o n s t h a t n e e d 
answer ing first: Which species are 
t o p l a n t e d ? W h i c h r e m n a n t s 
protected? H o w large should the re
v e g e t a t i o n p a t c h e s b e ? H o w far 
apart should they be? 

E n t e r C S I R O , a n d D r D a v i d 
Freudenberger, Wudlife and Ecology 
Divis ion. H e developed revegetation 
guidel ines based on R o b Lambecks ' 
" F o c a l S p e c i e s A p p r o a c h " . T h i s 
a p p r o a c h t o l a n d s c a p e a n a l y s i s 
assesses features o f the landscape 
tha t are po t en t i a l th rea t s to the 
p e r s i s t e n c e o f na t ive p l a n t s and 
animals b y identifying the animal 
s p e c i e s m o s t s e n s i t i v e t o e a c h 
threat. T h e m o s t sensit ive species 
b e c o m e s k n o w n as t h e " F o c a l 
Species" , a n d i f the threats can b e 
o v e r c o m e t o the po in t w h e r e the 
foca l s p e c i e s pers is t s , so t oo wi l l 
m a n y o ther less sensit ive species. 

C S I R O focussed on bird species in 
the VTP area, and analysed specific 
landscape features, mclud ing : 

• The m i n i m u m size and shape o f 
each vegeta t ion patch; 

• T h e structural complexi ty o f the 
vege ta t ion in each patch; 

• The diversi ty of plant species and 
their composi t ion; 

• T h e physica l distances be tween 
each pa tch . 

Analysis o f a three-month bird and 
habitat s u r v e y o f 72 sites within the 
V I P area s h o w e d 23 o f 25 species o f 
i n s e c t i v o r o u s w o o d l a n d b i r d s 

depended on a vegeta t ion pa tch size 
o f at least lOha. These patches m u s t 
b e within 500m to 1km of each other, 
and inc lude quite c o m p l e x habi ta t -
f o r e x a m p l e , f a l l e n t i m b e r f o r 
n e s t i n g a n d s h e l t e r and d i v e r s e 
p l a n t s p e c i e s w i t h s t r u c t u r a l 
in tegr i ty . T h e s e r e su l t s fo rm t h e 
b a s i s fo r t h e V I P r e - v e g e t a t i o n 
g u i d e l i n e s d e t a i l e d in D a v i d 
Freudenberger ' s final report . 

Howeve r , the loca l ly th rea tened 
H o o d e d Rob in needs a v e r y large , 
complex pa tch o f lOOha to main ta in 
i t s I i f e c y c l e . T h i s s e n s i t i v i t y t o 
habitat fragmentation identified i t 
as the Foca l Species for the project . 
T h e long-term success o f VLP will b e 
w h e n H o o d e d Rob ins are a c o m m o n 
sight again. Short- term, the Rufous 
Whis t le r is the In termedia te Focal 
Species — its renewed presence in re-
v e g e t a t e d s i t e s w i l l b e an e a r l y 
indicator o f success . 

T h e e n t h u s i a s m f r o m l o c a l 
f a r m e r s , and o t h e r p r i v a t e a n d 
government bodies , t o part icipate in 
this project has been overwhelming , 
e spec ia l ly in N S W . I a m w o r k i n g 
closely wi th each landholder so w e 
c a n e n s u r e a p p r o p r i a t e s i t e 
preparation, tackle problems arising 
on-s i t e qu ick ly , d e v e l o p e f fec t ive 
s i t e - m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s , a n d 
mon i to r the successes and failures 
o f the project . 

Harness ing par tnerships , pu t t ing 
theory in to prac t ice , l i nk ing f lora 
and fauna conservat ion, and b e i n g 
o p e n t o n e w k n o w l e d g e a n d 
t e c h n i q u e s a long t h e way, m a k e s 
VLP an ex t remely in teres t ing and 
chal lenging project. 

F o r fur ther in fo rmat ion , p l ea se 
con tac t A l i s o n E lv in , V I P P ro j ec t 
Coordinator, Greening Austral ia , on 
6253 3 0 3 5 . 

A l i s o n a l s o p r o v i d e d t h e 
a s soc i a t i on w i t h a c o p y o f D a v i d Freudenberger's
F r e u d e n b e r g e r ' s Guidelines for 
Enhancing Grassy Woodlands for 
the Vegetation Investment Report. 
A copy o f the repor t is he ld at the 
office and m a y b e inspec ted dur ing 
office hours . 



The push for a national park 
This is the edited text of the talk given 
at Namadgi National Park Visitor 
Centre on 19 March 2000 by Fiona 
MacDonald Brand. 

A s we l l a s b e i n g a s to ry a b o u t 
Namadgi Park, this is the story about 
the foundation o f the National Parks 
Associat ion o f the ACT. It is also a 
very personal s tory as one cannot b e 
i n v o l v e d f o r n e a r l y 5 0 y e a r s in 
env i ronmenta l g r o u p s wi thou t the 
issues o f the environment dominating 
one's thoughts . 

It is m o s t fi t t ing that this talk b e 
given in the mon th o f March as it was 
on the 1 M a r c h 1960 that the NPA o f 
t h e A C T h e l d i t s f i r s t g e n e r a l 
meet ing . T h e associa t ion has been 
ce lebra t ing i ts 4 0 t h b i r thday th is 
month and has publ i shed a special 
Bulletin wh ich tells o f the events and 
issues o f those 40 years . 

N o t m a n y par ts o f the wor ld have 
been un touched b y h u m a n activities 
o v e r t h o u s a n d s o f y e a r s . S o m e 
l a n d s c a p e s h a v e b e e n d ras t i ca l ly 
c h a n g e d a n d o t h e r s s h o w l i t t l e 
change to the casual eye. A r a r e place 
that escaped until the late 1700s w a s 
Lord H o w e Is land. W h e n discovered 
no h u m a n h a n d had changed that 
landscape. T h e Eng l i sh captain w h o 
found it m a r v e l l e d at i ts pr is t ine 
beauty and lack o f fear shown by the 
b i rds . H e w i s h e d t h a t the i s l and 
could a lways remain in that state but 
his tory tells us tha t wi th in 50 years 
o f occupat ion b y h u m a n s one ha l f o f 
t h e s p e c i e s o f b i r d s h a d b e c o m e 
extinct .As w e n o w know, protected 
areas are needed to ensure survival 
o f plant, animal and sea species. 

National pa rks w e r e first declared 
in the U S A a n d A u s t r a l i a in t h e 
1 8 8 0 s . T h e y a r e l a r g e a r e a s 
conta in ing m o u n t a i n o u s grandeur, 
dese r t l a n d s c a p e s , l akes , forests , 
beaches or rugged coast l ine and are 
for the nat ion and no t for individual 
ownersh ip . 

It mus t b e r e m e m b e r e d that m o s t 
often these pa rks w e r e proposed b y 
ind iv idua l c i t i zens or g r o u p s w h o 
thought the l andscape w a s worthy o f 
special protect ion. T h e y then lobbied 
governments to have these declared. 
An except ion is Kosc iu szko National 

P a r k w h i c h w a s d e c l a r e d b y t h e 
s t a t e , w h i c h t o o k t h e i n i t i a t i v e 
wi thou t too m u c h c o m m u n i t y effort 
to protect the area conta in ing the 
S n o w y Mounta ins S c h e m e . 

B y the 1950s all Aust ra l ian states 
had nat ional parks . Usua l ly these 
had been proposed b y bushwa lk ing 
g r o u p s or loca l c i t i zens . I c a n n o t 
emphas i se enough that ci t izens or 
g r o u p s ra i se the i s sue to p r o t e c t 
n a t u r a l a r ea s a n d t h e n h a v e to 
convince gove rnmen t authori t ies to 
declare protected areas. 

In the ACT, in the 1950s, the Royal 
Society consist ing ma in ly o f C S I R O 
scientists was g iv ing advice to the 
D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i s s i o n o n t h e 
va lue o f the Tidbinbi l la va l ley and 
t h e s u r r o u n d i n g m o u n t a i n s 
b e c o m i n g a r e s e r v e . O n e o f t h e 
s o c i e t y ' s m e m b e r s , D r N a n c y 
Burb idge , (pe rhaps in f luenced b y 
events in N S W ) had a larger vis ion: 
a Na t iona l Pa rk for the Na t iona l 
Capital . 

N a n c y w a s a fine botanis t in the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h S c i e n t i f i c a n d 
Industr ia l Resea rch Organ i sa t ion 
( C S I R O ) a n d a l e a d e r in m a n y 
c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s to w h i c h s h e 
be longed . In 1959 she asked Edr ic 
Slater, an excellent photographer in 
the C S I R O , to m o u n t a d isp lay o f 
na ture pho tography so that publ ic 
interest in the envi ronment could b e 
gauged . I at tended, as I had been 
appointed to Turner school , in the 
A C T , in 1958 . T h e A B C r e p o r t e r 
i n t e r v i e w e d v i e w e r s , i n c l u d i n g 
myself, and the exhibit ion w a s wel l 
advert ised. 

Nancy was very encouraged by the 
a t tendance and in teres t o f peop le 
a n d af te r p l a n n i n g w i t h f e l l o w 
scient is ts , i nc lud ing D r M a x D a y 
and D r Alex Costin, a publ ic mee t ing 
w a s called for 1 March 1960 in the 
lecture theatre o f the Inst i tute o f 
A n a t o m y (now ScreenSound) . T h e 
p u r p o s e w a s t h e f o r m i n g o f a 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s a s s o c i a t i o n . 
P r o f e s s o r L i n d s a y P r i o r w a s 
c h a i r p e r s o n and M r s W r i g h t . D r 
M a x D a y s p o k e a b o u t n a t i o n a l 
parks in Australia, and others at the 
m e e t i n g s p o k e a b o u t t h e 

Q u e e n s l a n d , V ic to r i an a n d N S W 
Nat ional Parks Associat ions. Nancy 
B u r b i d g e t h e n m o v e d t h a t a 
Na t iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion o f the 
A C T b e formed, and this proposal 
w a s p a s s e d u n a n i m o u s l y b y the 
approx imate ly 145 people present . 
M u c h d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w e d a b o u t 
a ims and objectives and activities o f 
t h i s n e w a s s o c i a t i o n . M o n t h l y 
mee t ings were organised beginning 
on 3 1 M a r c h 1960. A t this mee t ing 
a very local environmental issue was 
d i s c u s s e d a n d a c t i o n t a k e n 
dep lo r ing the sugges t ion that the 
land se t aside on Black Mounta in for 
a bo tan ic garden be absorbed into 
the univers i ty grounds . 

T h e membersh ip subscription rate 
w a s dec la red at the June mee t ing 
at 15 shi l l ings adults, 5 shil l ings for 
j u n i o r m e m b e r s and 30 shil l ings for 
a f ami ly . A l l a n S t r o m w a s g u e s t 
speake r at this meet ing , b r ing ing 
gree t ings from the N S W N P A and 
ta lk ing about N S W nat ional parks. 
C o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d 
m o n t h l y in the main bui ld ing o f the 
C S I R O wi th Dr Carrick, Professor 
P r y o r o r D r N i c h o l s o n as 
chai rperson. 

T h e 1961 annual general mee t ing 
appointed D r Nicholson as President 
a n d D r N a n c y B u r b i d g e as 
Sec re t a ry In 1962 Nancy Burb idge 
b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t and I b e c a m e 
S e c r e t a r y - n o t y p i n g s k i l l s -
h a n d w r i t t e n minu tes , le t ters and 
a d d r e s s i n g o f n e w s s h e e t s a n d 
bul le t ins . 

A n o t h e r local issue which arose in 
1960 w a s the announcemen t that 
W e s t b o u r n e W o o d s , Y a r r a l u m l a 
wou ld b e closed to the public and the 
R o y a l C a n b e r r a G o l f C l u b w o u l d 
lease i t as a go l f course. These w o o d s 
were p lan ted b y M r Weston in the 
ear ly days o f Canberra to test the 
g r o w t h o f non-nat ive t rees in the 
C a n b e r r a c l i m a t e . F o r e s t r y h a d 
cared for these trees over the years , 
w i t h A n d y W o o d ( o n e o f o u r 
m e m b e r s ) a n d a n o t h e r w o r k e r , 
h a n d - w a t e r i n g the t r e e s f r o m a 
t anker dur ing the 1939-42 drought . 

T h e r e w a s a great public outcry at 
t h e s u g g e s t i o n o f c l o s u r e as t h e 



general pub l ic w e r e used to wa lk ing 
and p i cn i ck ing in the w o o d s . T h e 
s c o u t i n g m o v e m e n t h e l d o u t d o o r 
activit ies there and Sunday School 
picnics w e r e a lways held there. Our 
A u g u s t 1 9 6 0 m e e t i n g b e c a m e a 
public meet ing to decry the proposal: 
it w a s a l m o s t s w a m p e d by Roya l 
Canber ra m e m b e r s , bu t our protest 
w a s p a s s e d . I n t h e e v e n t , t h e 
associat ion and the communi ty lost 
ou t on th i s i s sue . However , s o m e 
forestry m e n w e r e determined that 
t h e p u b l i c w o u l d n o t b e d e n i e d 
access , so every second Sunday o f 
the m o n t h a w a l k is led th rough 
p a r t s o f t h e f o r m e r W e s t b o u r n e 
W o o d s . 

T h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s f i rs t r e s e r v e 
p r o p o s a l s w e r e for t h e M o l o n g l o 
G o r g e a n d Gib ra l t a r Fal ls . T h e s e 
w e r e g ran ted in a reasonab le t ime . 
T h e ques t i on n o w to b e answered 
w a s : w h e r e s h o u l d t h e n a t i o n a l 
pa rk b e ? W e k n e w w h e r e it cou ld 
n o t b e (a t t ha t t i m e in the 6 0 s ) : in 
the Co t t e r v a l l e y ca tchment , and 
on g r a z i n g l and , as m o n e y w o u l d 
b e n e e d e d t o c o m p e n s a t e t h e 
g raz ie r s . 

For tunately , A l a n Bagna l l  o f the 
A l p i n e C l u b h a d a wa lk organised 
in to the M o u n t Ke l ly region in the 
s o u t h e r n a r e a o f the A C T , so in 
M a r c h 1 9 6 2 t h r e e c o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s w h o w e r e p a c k w a l k e r s 
vo lun tee red to go on that wa lk to 
see i f the a rea w o u l d b e sui table as 
a n a t i o n a l p a r k . T h e s e m e m b e r s 
w e r e D r R o b e r t S tory , M s J u l i e 
Henry, a Queens l and NPA wa lke r 
and pub l i c servant , and M s F iona 
Brand , sec re ta ry o f the N P A o f the 
A C T a n d f o r m e r m e m b e r o f the 
Ca loo la C l u b . 

W e d rove a long the Old Boboyan 
Road to the B o b o y a n - N a a s valley, 
then w a l k e d u p the val ley following 
a br id le pa th (no roads or fire trails) 
under M o u n t G u d g e n b y to camp at 
Sam's Creek unde r M o u n t Scabby 
and then c l imbed Moun t Kelly the 
n e x t m o r n i n g . B o b S t o r y ' s 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f th i s e v e n t is m o s t 
accurate . "The v i e w in all directions 
i s s p e c t a c u l a r , v e r y w i l d a n d 
tumbled and th ickly wooded to the 
north, ba re and wi th streaks o f snow 
fa r t o t h e s o u t h - w e s t . " S e v e r a l 
moun ta ins such as Moun t Burb idge 

a n d M o u n t 
N a m a d g i w e r e 
t hen u n n a m e d 
but w e took in 
t h e b e a u t y o f 
the 306-degree 
v iew. 

W e r e p o r t e d 
m o s t 
enthusiastically 
t o t h e 
c o m m i t t e e and 
were instructed 
to p r e p a r e a 
p roposa l - B o b 
and Jul ie were 
i n c h a r g e a n d 
C S I R O 
s c i e n t i s t s 
h e l p e d b y 
p r o v i d i n g lists 
o f birds, fauna, 
v e g e t a t i o n , 
g e o l o g y e t c . 
D i c k S h o d d e 
did the bird fist, 
b u t m e m o r y f a i l s o n t h e o t h e r 
n a m e s . It w a s a very wel l - thought-
ou t document , t yped and suppl ied 
wi th m a p s and pho tographs . It w a s 
such a small a rea w h e n c o m p a r e d 
w i th the size o f our nat ional pa rk 
now, bu t i t w a s a good beg inn ing . 

Tb give us m o r e knowledge o f the 
a rea Jul ie Henry, S a n d y B r a n d and 
myself d id a c o u p l e o f w a l k s u p 
Midd le Creek and w e asked our pi lot 
friend John Gray to fly us o v e r the 
area to get a bird's eye view. 

T h e proposal w a s presented to the 
M i n i s t e r for t h e Inter ior , G o r d o n Freeth  
F r e e t h , in 1 9 6 3 . T h e r e w a s n o 
opposi t ion to the idea bu t re luc tance 
t o c o m m i t m o n e y . I n 1 9 6 4 w e 
presented the proposal to the n e w 
M i n i s t e r , D o u g A n t h o n y . N a n c y , 
Ju l ie and B o b t o o k t ime off w o r k to 
vis i t h im but there w a s no r eward 
for their effort. However , Senator J A 
Mulvih i l l championed our cause in 
the Sena te for a na t iona l p a r k in 
the A C T . 

In 1968, the Federa l D e p a r t m e n t 
o f I n t e r i o r c a l l e d a m e e t i n g o f 
i n t e r e s t e d g r o u p s i n c l u d i n g t h e 
C a n b e r r a B u s h w a l k e r s a n d 
ourse lves to d isc lose detai ls o f the 
ex t ra areas r e sea rched to b e a d d e d 
to the original p a r k proposa l . T h e s e 
w e r e the M o u n t Clear range , M o u n t 

Mount Kelly log book - NPA 
exploratory walk 17-18 March 1960. 

Julia Henry, Robert Story and 
Fiona Brand have signed in the left 

column. Photo Reg Alder. 

Tennen t and the Cot te r d ivide . N P A 
h a d r e c o m m e n d e d a w i l d e r n e s s 
a rea for M o u n t Ke l ly and Nurse ry 
S w a m p . In 1973 M i n i s t e r R a l p h 
H u n t encouraged us n o t to give u p 
h o p e and in 1979 t h e G u d g e n b y 
N a t u r e R e s e r v e w a s d e c l a r e d . 
H o w e v e r , i t w a s n o t u n t i l 1 9 8 5 
w h e n the N P A Pres iden t , Nev i l l e Esau  
E s a u , a n d m e m b e r s t o o k t h e 
Min i s te r for Terr i tor ies and Loca l 
Government , Tom U r e n , out to v i e w 
the Gudgenby Na tu re R e s e r v e tha t 
f u r t h e r a c t i o n w a s t a k e n . H e 
responded wi th " O f course , i t should 
b e a nat ional park" and turn ing to 
h i s d e p a r t m e n t a l h e a d , J o h n 
Enf ie ld he said: "You'l l see to that , 
won ' t you John." W h a t exc i t ement 
and j o y - bu t sadly N a n c y wasn ' t 
a l ive to k n o w that. A s D e n R o b i n 
s a y s in o u r 4 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
B u l l e t i n : " T h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
d e m o n s t r a t e d s o m e t h i n g 

c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s a r e a l w a y s 
search ing for - pol i t ical wi l l ." T h e 
a rea o f the park has con t inued to 
g r o w nor thwards and eas twards so 
tha t it n o w covers h a l f the area o f 
the A C T . 



PARKWATCH 
Keeping sightseers at bay 
A s t u d y o f i n t e r a c t i o n s b e t w e e n 
wildl i fe and touris ts at M o n t a g u e 
Is land has p rov ided s o m e c o m m o n -
sense m a n a g e m e n t solut ions for the 
N e w South Wales N P W S . 
M o n t a g u e I s l a n d N a t i o n a l Pa rk , 
situated nine ki lometres off the coast 
in southern N e w south Wales hosts 
important non-breeding populat ions 
o f Austral ian and N e w Zea land fur-
seals, and breed ing popula t ions o f 
crested terns and little penguins . 

A study, b y Peter Shaughnessy and 
Nick Nichol ls o f C S R I O Wildlife and 
E c o l o g y , a n d S u e B r i g g s o f t h e 
N P W S , looked at ways o f minimis ing 
t h e effect o f t o u r i s m on w i l d l i f e 
popula t ions . 

T h e first conclus ion w a s that tour 
boa t s d id n o t u n d u l y d i s t u rb fur 
seals hau led ou t on the rocks . T h e r e 
w e r e e x c e p t i o n s to th i s , a n d t h e 
s tudy r e c o m m e n d e d that tour boa ts 
approach the co lony so tha t the fur 
seals could see them. 

G iv ing p e n g u i n s pe r sona l space 
proved a little m o r e o f cha l lenging 
as s o m e o f the birds used the r a m p 
to the je t ty for the n ight ly pa rade to 
t h e i r b u r r o w s . T h e a u t h o r s 
r e c o m m e n d e d a n a l t e r n a t i v e 
me thod o f depar ture for the tourists 
be deve loped . 

T h e c re s t ed te rn a l so n e e d e d a 
private p lace to breed, Prov id ing i t 
invo lves r o p i n g off the i r b r eed ing 
ground to prevent tourist access . 

"It 's p r e t t y s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , " 
Shaughnessy says , Dut the Pa rks 
Service requires such information to 
m a k e t h e r i g h t d e c i s i o n s a b o u t 
wildlife conservat ion." 
ecos, January-March 2000 

Grazing relief for burnt 
alpine areas 
Parks Victor ia ( P V ) m a d e the ve ry 
w e l c o m e decis ion not to a l low cat t le 
grazing dur ing the 99/2000 season 
in parts o f the Alp ine N P affected b y 
a wildfire in J a n u a r y 1998. 
T h e M o u n t a i n C a t t l e m a n ' s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f V i c t o r i a ( M C A V ) 
d i s p u t e d t h i s d e c i s i o n a n d an 
i n d e p e n d e n t p a n e l o f t h r e e w a s 

a p p o i n t e d to reso lve the d i spu te . 
Af te r a l eng thy hear ing tha t cos t 
t a x - p a y e r s t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
d o l l a r s , t h e p a n e l u n a n i m o u s l y 
s u p p o r t e d P V E d e c i s i o n , s t a t i n g 
tha t i t "accepts tha t the cu r r en t 
c o n d i t i o n o f t h e v e g e t a t i o n o f 
p a r t i c u l a r r e l e v a n c e t o c a t t l e 
g r a z i n g , n a m e l y s u b - a l p i n e 
grass lands and alpine wetlands, has 
n o t y e t r e a c h e d a l e v e l o f 
rehabi l i ta t ion which wou ld suppor t 
the r e sumpt ion o f grazing". 

However , the panel provided s o m e 
"gratui tous advice" which indicated 
tha t i t m a y not be possible to m a k e 
a s imi la r decision next season, tha t 
whi l e P V has already successful ly 
fenced ou t some significant a lpine 
wet lands , they mus t only inc lude a 
r e a s o n a b l e a r e a o f g r a s s l a n d 
ca t chmen t in the future. T h e y a lso 
s tated tha t managemen t pract ices 
o u g h t to b e clearly identified and 
spe l t o u t in a m o r e de ta i l ed a n d 
m o r e readi ly denned way. 

T h e panel felt that an opportuni ty 
w a s m i s s e d to put some stock in the 
Nat iona l Park in late 1999 so tha t 
graz ing behaviour could be observed 
and that i t would have been possible 
to, t ake u p M C A V s offer o f r educ ing 
s t o c k a l loca t ions to 7 0 % o f the i r 
m a x i m u m a l l o c a t i o n s a c r o s s a l l 
l icense areas. This o f course ignores 
the fact that any grazing w o u l d b e 
damag ing . 

T h e V N P A congra tu la tes P a r k s 
Vic tor ia and the Panel for m a k i n g 
a n d u p h o l d i n g th is d e c i s i o n . W e 
s t rongly bel ieve that as a p le thora 
o f sc ience indicates, cattle graz ing 
h a s an adve r se impac t on a lp ine 
b iodivers i ty and mus t b e exc luded 
f rom the Alp ine National Park, as 
it has f rom the N S W alpine region. 
vnpa, people caring for nature, 
March 2000 

Map grid references 
T h e N o v e m b e r i s s u e o f t h e 
Confederation's Bushwalker carried 
an a r t i c le on Search and R e s c u e 
w h i c h indicates that the normal six 
(6) figure grid reference n u m b e r for 
the locat ion o f an emergency, is no t 
suff ic ient ly accura te for the G P S 

navigat ion o f a hel icopter and w h a t 
i s n e e d e d i s a f i f t een ( 1 5 ) g r i d 
reference wh ich is readily available 
f r o m N O R M A L 1:25 0 0 0 
Topographic maps . 
The Sydney Bushwalker, February 

2000 

Kaputar Wilderness 
tangle at the crossroads 
The Co long Foundation has recently 
n o m i n a t e d a d d i t i o n s t o t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s a r ea s in M t K a p u t a r 
N a t i o n a l P a r k . T h e n o m i n a t i o n 
includes the area transversed b y the 
proposed "Barraba Track" and covers 
approximately 15,900 hectares. The 
nominat ion consists of: 

• L ink area be tween the declared 
N a n d e w a r a n d R u s d e n 
wi lderness areas; 

• T h e h e a d w a t e r c a t c h m e n t s o f 
v a r i o u s t r ibutar ies o f B u l l a w a 
Creek wi thin the Moun t Kapu ta r 
Nat ional Park; 

• Parts o f the Plagyan, Rusden and 
Der iah State Forests - the lat ter 
be ing wi thin the South Br iga low 
Forest Region; and 

• V a r i o u s s t e e p r i d g e l i n e s a n d 
gu l l i es ex t end ing ou t f rom the 
existing park boundaries, and are 
p r i v a t e l y o w n e d / m a n a g e d bu t 
w h i c h a p p e a r to b e i n an 
essent ial ly natural condi t ion. 

T h e s e n o m i n a t i o n a reas w o u l d 
i n c r e a s e b y s i x t y p e r c e n t t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s r e s e r v e d w i t h i n M t 
K a p u t a r N a t i o n a l Park , the o n l y 
wi lderness in north-west N S W T h e 
f r agmen ta t i on o f these r e l a t ive ly 
small wi lderness areas has a lways 
been a concern . For this reason the 
T a m w o r t h Branch o f the Nat iona l 
Parks Assoc ia t ion are opposed to a 
n e w road from Barrabra through the 
park to Narrabri , first p roposed in 
1974. 

Current N P W S park m a n a g e m e n t 
p h i l o s o p h y t e n d s t o w a r d 
a c c o m m o d a t i n g vehicle access and 
t a k i n g m o r e r i s k s w i t h n a t u r e 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . In l i n e w i t h t h i s 
a p p r o a c h t h e N P W S m e t w i t h 
Ba r r aba Shi re Counci l in 1998 to 
d e v e l o p a 4 W D a c c e s s f o r t h e 



Bar raba Track proposal . Ove r last 
C h r i s t m a s h o l i d a y b r e a k an 
a m e n d m e n t to the p a r k s p l a n o f 
m a n a g e m e n t w a s p u t f o r w a r d 
seeking to open a Bar raba t rack for 
exclusive 4 W D vehic le use . 

T h e F o u n d a t i o n ' s w i l d e r n e s s 
n o m i n a t i o n seeks to a d v a n c e an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y s u p e r i o r p a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t a l t e r n a t i v e to t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f m o r e v e h i c l e 
dependent park access in this small 
park . 
The Colong Bulletin, March 2000 

The fatal shore 
T h e largest sand island in the world, 
F r a s e r I s l and w a s p r o c l a i m e d a 
na t iona l pa rk in 1971 a n d g iven 
international recognit ion as a World 
Her i tage Area in 1992 . Tragically, 
however , this protected s tatus is not 
d e l i v e r i n g t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
s e c u r i t y w e w o u l d h o p e fo r and 
e x p e c t . F r a s e r I s l a n d ' s w i l d l i f e 
popu la t i ons are dec l i n ing and its 
vege ta t ion patterns are changing . 
T h i s is b e c a u s e the p r i o r i t y a n d 
p r e o c c u p a t i o n o f F r a s e r I s l a n d 
manage r s has been to m a x i m i s e its 
tour i s t potential - i t a t t racts over 
300 ,000 visitors per annua l ly - and 
to concentrate a lmost exclusively on 
vehicular based recreation. Catering 
f o r f o u r - w h e e l d r i v e s i s t a k i n g 
p r e c e d e n c e o v e r p r o t e c t i n g t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t . I n 1 9 9 8 - 9 9 t h e 
Q u e e n s l a n d g o v e r n m e n t s p e n t 
a lmos t 16% of its total budge t for 
F r a s e r I s land on r o a d a n d was t e 
management while less than one per 
c e n t ( $ 3 2 , 0 0 0 ) w a s d e d i c a t e d to 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e m a n a g e m e n t . 
U l t ima te ly , the i s l and e c o l o g y is 
b e i n g a d v e r s e l y a l t e r e d b y 
negl igence . 

T h i s n e g l i g e n c e h a s b e e n 
devastat ing for the island's wildlife. 
Shorebird populations,in particular, 
h a v e suf fe red . T h e r e h a v e b e e n 
regular reports o f vehic les charging 
at birds to make t h e m take off, on 
s o m e i n s t a n c e s l e a v i n g v e h i c l e s 
splat tered wi th b lood and feathers. 

T h e ecological ba lance in Fraser 
I s l a n d ' s m a g n i f i c e n t f o r e s t s h a s 
been upset by the failure to adopt , 
l e t a l o n e i m p l e m e n t , a f i re 
managemen t plan. If a wildfire were 
to occur now Fraser Is land w o u l d b e 
an ecological disaster. 

Surveyors at the 
Snowline 

M a t t h e w H i g g i n s ' s d i s p l a y , 
Surveyors at the Snowline, w a s 
launched at the Canber ra M u s e u m 
and Gallery by M r Harold Hird M L A 
on March. About 60 people attended. 
T h e display includes a w i d e range 
o f text pane l s and h is tor ica l and 
present-day images re la t ing to the 
1910-15 su rvey o f the A C T - N S W 
border. A great m a n y o f the h ighly 
s ign i f i can t s u r v e y m a r k s on t h e 
b o r d e r ( s o m e o f w h i c h a r e 
i l lustrated in the display) are on the 

b o u n d a r y o f N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
Park, and the d isplay includes s o m e 
N a m a d g i v i e w s dea r to m a n y o f us . 
T h e d i sp l ay , f u n d e d b y t h e A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s H e r i t a g e G r a n t s 
Program, remained on v iew until the 
end of the Her i tage Festival in Apri l . 
N o w in t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e 
Insti tution o f Surveyors , the display 
will b e m o u n t e d at o ther events in 
the future. 

(Photo b y S tephan ie Haygar th ) 

T h e F r a s e r I s l a n d d i n g o i s 
regarded as the purest genet ic strain 
in eastern Australia. T h e populat ion 
w a s est imated to be be tween 1000 
and 2000 in the 1920's, b u t has n o w 
been reduced to 100. Despi te this, 
some are killed b y rangers after each 
d i n g o a t t a c k on h u m a n s . F r a s e r 
I s l and h a s indeed b e c o m e a fatal 
shore for wildlife. 

Fraser Island is r e n o w n e d for the 
puri ty o f the water in i ts beautiful 
l a k e s a n d s t r e a m s . T h e s e i c o n s , 
h o w e v e r , a re i n c r e a s i n g l y b e i n g 
filled and dogged u p w i th sediments 
s luiced off the roads a n d camping 
grounds . 

F r a se r Is land ' s W o r l d H e r i t a g e 
s tatus h a s done no th ing to improve 
i t s m a n a g e m e n t , w h i l e v i s i t o r 
n u m b e r s c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e 

w i t h o u t r e s t r i c t i o n . D e s p i t e t h e 
n o m i n a l a c c e p t a n c e o f the Grea t 
S a n d y R e g i o n M a n a g e m e n t P lan in 
1994, t h e i s l and has deter iorated. 
Par t o f the p r o b l e m is the plan has 
no leg is la t ive s ta tus and no m o n e y 
e a r m a r k e d to i m p l e m e n t it. Yet the 
Orch id B e a c h airs tr ip , w h i c h w a s 
closed under the M a n a g e m e n t Plan, 
w a s n o t o n l y r e - o p e n e d , bu t has 
r e c e i v e d o v e r $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 - fund ing 
t h a t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n s p e n t on 
natural r e sou rce m a n a g e m e n t . 

Q P W S ' s o b s e s s i v e c a t e r i n g for 
vehicular recreat ion has bunded it 
to its conserva t ion responsibil i t ies. 
I t s e e m s t o h a v e l o s t s i g h t o f 
pro tec t ing Fraser ' s biodiversi ty as 
its m a i n object ive. 
habitat, February 2000 



Book reviews 
N a m a d g i and Tidbinbi l la Class ics : 
tough bushwalks in Canberra 's h igh 
country. By Graeme Barrow, Dagraja 
Press, 2000, $17.95. 

G r a e m e B a r r o w ' s l a t e s t b o o k 
descr ibes 21 day-walks in Namadg i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d T i d b i n b i l l a 
N a t u r e R e s e r v e . T h i s is t h e b e s t 
wri t ten and presented o f the books 
on wa lks b y the author that I have 
read. It is well laid out and inc ludes 
coloured photographs and maps . The 
p h o t o g r a p h s c l ea r ly i n d i c a t e the 
ruggedness o f the terrain that s o m e 
o f the wa lks involve. Namadgi and 
Tidbinbilla Classics c o m p l e m e n t s 
the author 's Exploring Namadgi & 
Tidbinbilla: Day Walks in Canberra's 
High Country (second edit ion 1995) . 

The b o o k includes, in addi t ion to a 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f e a c h w a l k , 
in t roductory information about the 
w a l k s , the g r a d i n g s y s t e m (hard , 
m o d e r a t e a n d e a s y ) , w e a t h e r 
condi t ions at different t imes o f yea r 
in Namadg i Nat ional Pa rk and road 
dis tances to the start o f each wa lk . 
A t f irst g l a n c e the t a b l e on r o a d 
dis tances seems overly compl ica ted , 
bu t on read ing through, it is easy to 
follow. Dis tances are measured from 
a var ie ty o f we l l -known loca t ions , 
such as the Canberra G P O and the 
N a m a d g i Vis i to r Cen t re j u s t pa s t 
Tharwa . There is information about 
w h i c h roads are sealed and w h i c h 
are unsealed, someth ing impor tan t 
for those dr ivers w h o l ike to k e e p to 
the b i tumen. 

A c c o m p a n y i n g th is s ec t i on i s a 
m a p o f access roads to N a m a d g i and 
T i d b i n b i l l a t h a t a l s o s h o w s t h e 
location o f the walks relative to these 
points o f access . Before the author 
ge t s in to the detai l o f e ach w a l k , 
ano ther smal l sec t ion o f the b o o k 
tells the r eade r abou t c a m p i n g in 
N a m a d g i at t h e p a r k ' s t h r e e 
d e s i g n a t e d c a m p s i t e s . R e a d e r s 
interested in camping in the bush are 
reminded to check wi th the vis i tor 
cen t re as to the res t r i c t ions tha t 
apply in the park . 

As to be expected, the bulk o f the 
b o o k desc r ibes the 21 w a l k s . T h e 
author classifies 16 o f t hem as hard , 
three as modera te and t w o as easy. 
They cover m u c h of the mounta inous 

area o f the A C T and are a ve ry g o o d 
s a m p l e o f the m o r e diff icul t day-
walk ing opportuni t ies avai lable in 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d 
Tidbinbil la Na tu re Rese rve . Whi l e 
at t imes the l anguage is florid, the 
d e s c r i p t i o n s a re i n t e r e s t i n g a n d 
informative. Reference to the route 
f o l l o w e d a n d t h e t y p e o f t e r r a in 
e n c o u n t e r e d i s c o m p l e m e n t e d in 
p l a c e s b y l oca l h i s t o r y and w i t h 
in format ion on po in t s o f in teres t , 
s u c h as t h ings t o l o o k o u t for at 
var ious p laces w h i l e on the wa lk . 

A coloured b o x o f k e y detai ls and 
a m a p o f the t rack are inc luded wi th 
each descr ip t ion. Important ly , the 
author stresses that the m a p s shown 
in the book should no t be used for 
nav iga t iona l p u r p o s e s . T h e m a p s 
referred to in the key detai ls are the 
1:25 000 series pub l i shed b y N e w 
S o u t h W a l e s C e n t r a l M a p p i n g 
Authori ty. A l so conta ined in the key 
details is information on road access, 
travel d is tance, w a l k dis tance, the 
t ime it took the author to comple te 
t h e w a l k , a n d t h e to ta l c l i m b in 
metres invo lved . 

This b o o k is a va luab le addit ion 
to the ser ies o f books n o w avai lable 
from the author and others on walks 
in the local area. 

Phi l ip G a t e n b y 

T h e B u s h b y B o o t a n d S k i . By 
Malcolm Bennett. Published by M. 
G. Bennett, PO Box 9039, Deakin, 
ACT 2600. $24.95. 
The book aims to convey the author's 
l o v e f o r t h e m o u n t a i n s , h i s 
en joyment o f b u s h w a l k i n g and ski 
touring and the compan ionsh ip that 
these activities have deve loped . It is 
a personal m e m o i r o f the activit ies 
a n d a r e t r o s p e c t o f t h e i r 
significance, wi thou t any c la im that 
the trips are the furthest, the fastest 
or anything o ther than the ord inary 
fare o f bushwalke r s and ski tourers . 

In a b o o k o f a l m o s t 2 0 0 p a g e s , 
M a l c o l m devotes about 50 pages to 
introductory essays, about 110 pages 
to notes m a d e at the t ime and about 
2 0 p a g e s on p e n po r t r a i t s o f h i s 
compan ions . It is a ccompan ied by a 
sensible se lec t ion o f m a p s to he lp 
readers follow the text. T h e 3 photos 

are a feature. I w i sh I had photos 
which so vividly conveyed the beauty 
and the a t m o s p h e r e o f the scenes 
presented. T h e cover photo o f a cross 
country skier is poetry. 

A b o o k o f this k ind is o f interest to 
f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s , t o s o c i a l 
h i s to r i ans and , poss ib ly , to o ther 
w a l k e r s a n d s k i e r s in t h e a reas 
c o v e r e d . I t m a y a l s o p r o v i d e 
in fo rmat ion a b o u t the day- to-day 
p e r c e p t i o n s on w a l k i n g o r ski ing 
t r i p s fo r p e o p l e t h i n k i n g a b o u t 
taking u p these activit ies. 

T h e b o o k g i v e s a r e a s o n a b l e 
account o f a bushwa lke r and cross 
country skier and a pleasant insight 
into a life. It d o e s not c la im to b e 
other t han a l o w key and modes t 
book . Tb m y m i n d i ts coverage is too 
narrow and its information too slight 
t o b e o f g r e a t v a l u e t o a n y o n e 
cons ide r ing t a k i n g u p w a l k i n g or 
b a c k c o u n t r y s k i i n g . F o r t h e 
exper ienced, i t is easy to read and 
expressed in a p leas ingly colloquial 
a n d i n f o r m a l , b u t s o m e t i m e s 
irritating, p rose . 

Despi te an engag ing ly colloquial 
prose , the trip no tes lack the turn o f 
p h r a s e o r t h e p e r c e p t i v e n e s s to 
engage the r eade r to seek more . For 
intending part icipants, they lack the 
s e l e c t i v e d e t a i l o r t h e s e n s e o f 
immed iacy needed to convey a more 
comprehens ive p ic ture o f life on the 
m o v e . T h e y are capable o f evincing 
echoes in exper ienced readers , but 
h o w they m a k e m e yearn for a book 
o f tr ip notes f rom t h e ear ly wa lks o f 
Reg Alder or a collection o f anecdotes 
about the w a l k i n g misadventures o f 
var ious N P A m e m b e r s ! 

T h e t h o u g h t o c c u r s a b o u t t h e 
bene f i t s o f w a l k i n g w i t h a c lub , 
instead o f only w i th a selected group 
o f f r iends . H o w m u c h r i che r and 
m o r e v a r i e d a r e t h e w a l k i n g 
exper iences o f t hose o f us w h o have 
p a r t i c i p a t e d e x t e n s i v e l y in t h e 
overnight p rog rams of walk ing clubs 
than the accounts o f the tr ips in this 
book . 

L e a v i n g as ide t h e b u s h w a l k i n g 
no tes , t h e s k i i n g t r ip no t e s have 
p r i d e o f p l a c e . I n s o m e w a y s ski 
tour ing it is a v e r y different activity 

continued on page 19 



Calendar 
J u n e July A u g Sep 

Committee meeting Thur 1 Thur 6 Thur 3 Thur 7 

Environment sub-committee 1 Thur 8 Thur 13 Thur 10 Thur 14 

General meetings Thur 15 Thur 20 Thur 17 T h u r 2 1 

Gudgenby work party 2 - Sat 8 - Sat 9 

Gudgenby Olympic planting 2 Sat 12 

NPA work party 3 Sat 9-Sun 10 

Further Deta i l s 
1 - Nevi l le E s a u 6286 4176 
2 - Yankee H a t carpark 10am Eleanor Stodart 6281 5004 
2 - David La rge 6291 4830 

General meetings 
Held in Forestry House, Yarralumla commencing at 8pm 

Thursday 15 June. A r e t h e w e e d s t a k i n g o v e r ? G e o f f B u t l e r , t h e 
Conservat ion Counci l o f the South Eas t Region and Canber ra weeds officer, 
wil l talk to u s about this impor tant threat to biodiversi ty and h o w the A C T 
W e e d s St ra tegy is work ing . 

Thursday 20 July. Gudgenby H o u s e , W h i c h Way? A forum for Nat ional 
Parks Associa t ion member s . "This fo rum will g ive m e m b e r s the oppor tuni ty 
to hear h o w the present u se policy (field studies centre) c a m e about and 
wha t the proposal for future use might mean, w h y it is impor tant to conserve 
the b u n d i n g and w h y commerc ia l deve lopment or demol i t ion are seen as 
opt ions. It is proposed to structure the forum around three presentat ions; 
background, conservation and other alternatives. There wil l b e opportunit ies 
for ques t ions and discussion. It is no t in tended to ho ld a vo te to de te rmine 
w h a t N P A pol icy should be , rather, the Commi t t ee wi l l b e looking for a 
consensus based outcome," Clive Hur ls tone , President . 

Thursday 17 August. Annua l Genera l Meet ing. Please refer to the no t i ce 
o f mee t ing o n page 3. After the formal business there wil l be a presenta t ion, 
"Coolah Tups; Giant S n o w G u m s and Grass Trees" b y J u d y Kel ly and Phi l 
B u b b . A t Eas te r the N P A held a ve ry successful car camp at Coolah Tops, a 
na r row pla teau on the Liverpool R a n g e in nor thern NSW. C o m e and see the 
slides and hea r all about this recent ly declared nat ional pa rk in the r eg ion 
wh ich explorer Alan Cunn ingham passed th rough in 1823. 

Thursday 21 September. Austral ian Alps Nat ional Parks Cross-Border 
C o o p e r a t i v e M a n a g e m e n t P r o g r a m . Sta te b o r d e r s go u n r e c o g n i s e d b y 
ecosystems, indigenous species and introduced pests. Hear h o w park agencies 
have b roken d o w n the borders with this internationally acc la imed p rog ram. 
Presented b y Program Coordinator Bret t M c N a m a r a . . 

New Members 
T h e associa t ion extends a w a r m w e l c o m e to the fol lowing m e m b e r s : 
J a y n e B a k e r Ainslie, G e o r g i n a B i n k s , Glen C o u c h m a n Theodore, P a u l 
Dalg le i sh & Jo -Anna Clancy Rivett, Adr ian D a v e y Ainslie, Greg Fos t e r 
Kambah, P e t e r F rank l in & J o a n n e D a v i d s o n Deakin, E r n e s t F r o h l i c h 
Griffith, All ison Jocabsen, Jory Family Gunning NSW, Kathryn Kel ly Chifley, 
Margare t M c C a w l e y Garran, Sue M a t h e w s Florey, Jennie M a r s h & J i m 
Croft Campbell, Chris & Marie Paterson Downer, Herber t R o b e y Florey, 
H u g h Saddle r Yarralumla, Sarah Sharp & Peter R a y m e r Lyneham, W e n d y 
S t o w Gowrie, Chris W e b b Flynn, Patr icia Young. 

Weeding continues on 
Lord Howe Island 
In September 1995 and D e c e m b e r 
1997 I r epor ted on t r ip s to L o r d 
H o w e Island to raise awareness o f 
the weed prob lem and to do s o m e 
w e e d i n g . A l t h o u g h n o N P A A C T 
m e m b e r s have been invo lved s ince 
then, weed ing trips are cont inuing, 
w i t h m o r e v i s i t o r s f r o m t h e 
main land being invo lved each y e a r 
removing the ground asparagus fern 
f r o m t h e T rans i t H i l l a r ea . T h e 
is landers themselves ( w h o n u m b e r 
j u s t a few hundred) are also do ing 
m o r e work , mainly on the c l imbing 
asparagus fern and the g u a v a trees, 
funded through federal gove rnmen t 
grants . 

T h e three tr ips I o rgan i sed h a d 
about eight people each bu t n o w that 
w e have started the bal l rol l ing by 
us ing volunteer v is i tors in such a 
project , groups n u m b e r in the 20s 
and a Friends o f Lord H o w e Island 
is be ing formed. 

I an Hut ton, is o rgan i s ing th ree 
week- long trips this year . T h e first 
two in June are fully booked through 
the Fr iends o f L o r d H o w e Is land, 
T h e Australian M u s e u m Society and 
Fr iends o f the Royal S y d n e y Botanic 
G a r d e n s . T h e t h i r d t r i p , o n 
S e p t e m b e r 2 - 9 , s t i l l h a s s o m e 
v a c a n c i e s . A n y o n e in te res t ed can 
contact Ian Hutton, P.O. B o x 6367 , 
C o f f s H a r b o u r N S W 2 4 5 0 . 
I personal ly can v o u c h for it, that in 
the beautiful sett ing o f Lord H o w e 
Is land, it is possible to h a v e a good 
hol iday with good c o m p a n y and g ive 
someth ing in return. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Book review 
continued from page 18 
to walking. Ski tourers are not inclusive 
people, like those in a bushwalking 
c l u b , and tend to m o v e abou t the 
mountains in small private groups. 

T h e prob lem wi th ski tour ing is 
h o w r a r e l y w e a t h e r a n d s n o w 
c o n d i t i o n s c o m b i n e t o p r o d u c e 
heaven ly skiing. Walke r s tell fond 
anecdotes o f their ordeals , bu t skiers 
r e m e m b e r t h e h e a v e n l y d a y s . 
Malcolm's trip notes reflect this to 
an extent and have a j a u n t y tone no t 
so e v i d e n t in t h e s e c t i o n s a b o u t 
walk ing . 

Phi l B u b b 



NPA group at Brackens Hut, Coolah Tops National Park where Wayne Veide and 
Max Lawrence led a car camp in April. Photo Reg Alder. 
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W a t c h this space 
S o m e o f our leaders have foreshadowed events they plan to offer in the 

Spring (September - December) Outings Program. These are: 

T h e Great N o r t h w a l k - two weeks packwalking from Sydney to 

Newcastle, starring 2 October. Opt ions to do whole or pan of che walk. 

Contact: David Large 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 Warrumbungles  

 and Kaputar — a nine or ten day car camping trip ro 

these great parks to our north, starting around 3 November. Contact 

M a x Lawrence 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (Warmmbungles ) , W a y n e Veide 0 2 6 5 5 3 4 3 5 1 

(Kaputar) 

Brindabella Odyssey - a five day packwalk in November starting from 

Orroral and involving two crossings o f the Brindabella Range. Contact 

Neville Esau 6 2 8 6 4 1 7 6 

Hawkesbury Heights Y H A - another in our regular series o f hostel 

weekends, this t ime o n the fabulous Hawkesbury. Dates are 2 5 - 2 6 

November, numbers strictly l imited so get in early. Contact David Large 

6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

B u t wait, there's more - easy day trips to see the waratahs on the Boxvale 

Track, and to see the sights o f W e e Jasper (including a guided caves tour). 

Contact C o l McAlister 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 . George Chippendale will be doing 

his annual Black Mounta in nature ramble on 14 October. 

Full details o f all o f these outings will be in our next Outings Program, 

which will come with your September N P A Bulletin 

NPA outings program 
June - September 2000 

Outings guide 

Day walks 

Pack walks 

Car camps 

carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing, 

two or more days, carry all food and camping require

ments. CONTACT LEADER BY WEDNESDAY, 
facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. BOOK EARLY 
WITH LEADER. 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 
Please hdp keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

N e w leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association o f 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

T h e committee suggests a donation of TWENTY FrVE cents per 

kilometre D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, 

including the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by 

each passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in 

the program are approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks g r a d i n g s 

D i s t a n c e grading (per day) 

1 — up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 20 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 



17 June Saturday daywalk 

M t Ainslie 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higg ins 

1 A 

M a p : Canberra street directory 

Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

Half day walk on this inner Canberra hill. M o s d y gende rrails, but 

starts with steep rubbly cl imb to summit. Some subtle points o f 

interest. Return walk via O l i m s Ainslie Hotel Beer Garden. Numbers 

limited. Book with leader. Okms, 5 0 per car! 

2 5 June Sunday daywalk 

Tidbinbil la Range 

Leader: Steve Hill 

3 A / C / E 

M a p : Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9 1 8 6 

A day o f fabulous views and a huge variety o f life (including rare 

vegetation) on a quite rugged mountain range right on our doorstep. 

W e cl imb steeply to Snowy Corner from the top o f the Lyrebird 

Trail and then on to Tidbinbilla Mountain for great 3 6 0 degree 

views. T h e n on to Tidbinbilla Peak, Johns Peak and drop down to 

the Mountain Creek trail for the return. T h e walk is mainly off 

track, but no serious bush bashing is involved. M e e t at Kambah 

Village shops at S .30am. 6 0 k m s , $ 1 5 per car. 

2 8 June daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Ken Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e June edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 July Sunday daywalk 

Upper Orroral Circuit 

Leader: M i k e Smith 

2 A / C 

M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. A walk from the Orroral 

gate along Cotter H u t road until saddle at weather station. C l i m b 

to unnamed rocky peak 1 3 3 9 m for lunch and exploration. Continue 

on to Sawpit Creek and return along valley track via yards and site 

o f Rowleys hut. Total cl imb o f 4 0 0 m . lOOkms, $ 2 5 per car. 

9 July Sunday daywalk 

Canberra Nature Park - O a k e y Hil l and M t Taylor 

Leader: Brian Slee 

3 A 

M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 6 2 6 1 3 5 0 9 ( w ) , 6 2 8 1 0 7 1 9 ( h ) 

M e t 11am at South Curtin Ova l carpark of f Carruthers Street. W a l k 

through parkland to Oakey Hill behind Lyons for lunch. Proceed south 

on track, including steep cl imb, to M t Taylor. Retrace path, diverting 

through centre o f Lyons. Despite distance, crosses only two quiet streets. 

Mid-winter relief from cabin fever! Okms, $ 0 per car. 

16 July Sunday daywalk 

M t Lincoln/Blue Gum Hill 

Leader: Mart in Cha lk 

2 A / B / D / E / F 

M a p : Cor in D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) , 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

From Smokers Flat carpark follow ridge line south then east to ' M t Lincoln 

for views across Canberra. Return via a steep descent to Blue G u m Creek. 

Depart Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . 6 0 k m s , $ 1 5 per car. 

2 3 July Sunday daywalk 

Waterview to Burrinjuck 

Leader: Ross W a l k e r 

2 A 

M a p : Brochure 2 o f the H & H m a p kit 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 7 1 1 7 

A surprising short section o f the H u m e and Hovell track incorporating 

six different vegetation types. From the 'Waterview' property on the Yass-

Burrinjuck road (approx 14kms past the turnofFfrom the H u m e Highway) 

wooded lanes are followed down to Lake Burrinjuck, and men a track 

proceeds around the foreshore to Burrinjuck State Recreation Area. M e e t 

at 8 . 0 0 a m at the Hal l Post Of f i ce . C a r shuffle involved. 2 0 0 k m s , 

$ 5 0 per car. 

2 6 July daywalk 

W e d n e s d a y walk 

Leader: C o l McAl i s ter 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

T h e July edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the dare. 



3 0 July Sunday daywalk 

Yankee Hat , Yerrabi, Shanahans 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

2 A 

M a p : N a m a d g i National Park M a p and G u i d e 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

M e e t at the Kambah Village shops at 8 . 0 0 a m . W e will crunch morning 

frost with the kangaroos at Gudgenby on the way to the Yankee H a t 

aboriginal paintings before driving on to Yerrabi to c l imb to Boboyan 

Trig for lunch with a view among the giant tors. T h e n we drive on to 

Shanahans Mounta in for another stroll, enjoying views to the Naas valley 

and the Clear Range. T h e n a cuppa at Cuppacumbalong . 1 2 0 k m s , 

$ 3 0 per car. 

6 Augus t Sunday daywalk 

Upper Rendezvous Creek 

Leader: Barbara Edgar 

1 A 

M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 5 6 8 5 ( h ) , 6 2 6 4 2 9 9 1 ( w ) 

A n easy stroll, all on track, through some beautiful forest. From the 

Nursery Swamp carpark in Orroral Valley we head up the walking track 

to Nursery Creek, then over the relatively l o w saddle to the grassy flats 

on upper Rendezvous Creek where we will have a relaxed lunch before 

returning. Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . lOOkms, $ 2 5 per car. 

13 August Sunday daywalk 

Murrumbidgee Corridor 

Leaden C o l McAl is ter 

2 A 

M a p s : Canberra, Tuggeranong 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Ideal for beginners. A lovely walk on track from Kambah Pool to a lookout 

over the Murrumbidgee River about half way co Casuarina sands. W e 

will have lunch ac che lookout, and then return to Kambah Pool. Meet at 

the top carpark, Kambah Pool at 9 . 0 0 a m . Okms, SO per car. 

18 - 2 0 August hostel weekend 

Col laroy W e e k e n d 

1 .eaden Dav id Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

A weekend at Collaroy Youth Hostel on che beach (almost). Program 

will include the M a n l y to Spit Bridge walk on the Saturday, an evening 

Inspection o f the Quarantine Station at Nor th Head, and on Sunday a 

tour of one or more o f the islands in the Harbour. Collaroy has several 

twin/double rooms, first in etc. . . Contact Dav id for bookings. 

2 3 A u g u s t daywalk 

W e d n e s d a y walk 

Leader: K e n Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e August edition o f our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 2 — 2 5 August four day pack walk 

South C o a s t — L o n g Beach to Lake Tabourie 

Leader: Mick  Kelly 

2 A / B / C / D / E 

Phone: 0 2 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 

C o m m e n c e walk from Mick's place ac L o n g Beach after lunch. As 

much as possible we will follow the Murramarang N P coastline from 

North H e a d to Pebbly Beach before cl imbing Durras Mounta in and 

continuing coastwise to Lake Tabourie. W a l k will need to be timed 

to coincide with low tides at critical spots (bring your cossies). Total 

distance about 45kms with short days on first and fourth days. Return 

transport arrangements to be advised. Please book early with leader. 

2 6 — 2 7 August weekend ski tour 

M t Tabletop 

Leader: Steven Forst 

3 A / B 

M a p : M t Selwyn Ski Tour M a p 

Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) , 6 2 5 6 5 2 3 6 ( w ) 

Contact leader by Wednesday for details and bookings. A weekend 

ski tour with overnight packs in the Tabletop/Broken D a m area. 

N o t e that shelter is no longer available at Broken D a m , and tents 

will be required. Depending on conditions may be some walking. 

Subject to cancellation if weather or snow conditions are adverse. 

4 0 0 k m s , S 1 0 0 per car. 

2 7 A u g u s t Sunday daywalk 

Naas River 

Leader: Frank Clements 

3 A / B 

M a p : Y a o u k 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

M e e t at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. W a l k from Boboyan Pines 

carpark via the pine forest bush regeneration area to Hospital Creek 

falls and Hospital H u t before proceeding to the Naas River along 

the O l d Boboyan Road. Return to carpark direct along the road. 

lOOkms, $ 2 5 per car. 



3 0 August daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: D a v i d Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

August has five Wednesdays, so N P A has two mid-week walks this 

month. Phone leader for details, which will be determined nearer 

the date. 

2 - 3 September weekend packwalk 

Southern Namadgi Exploration 

Leader: Phil G a t e n b y 

3 A / B / E / F 

M a p s : Shannons Flat, Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

A partly exploratory walk in the southern part o f Namadgi National 

Park on tracks, open grasslands, and through the bush. Visit the 

headwaters o f Grassy Creek and Sheep Station Creek. D e p e n d i n g 

on weather conditions a cl imb ( 4 5 0 m ) up Sentry Box M o u n t a i n 

may be involved. Contact leader by Wednesday 3 0 August for derails 

and bookings. I 6 0 k m s , $ 4 0 per car. 

3 September Sunday daywalk 

Pierces Creek Falls 

Leader: M i k e Smith 

2 A / D 

M a p : Cotter D a m , Tidbinbil la 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at carpark on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter Road at 8 . 3 0 a m . 

From locked gare at start o f the Pipeline Road to Bendora D a m w e 

will walk up the fire trail to the top o f the Hardy Range, then fol low 

the range to the south-west to drop down to the falls on Pierces 

Creek. Return along creek and forest tracks back to cars. S o m e steep 

ascents and descents, as well as thick scrub. 3 2 k m s , $ 8 per car. 

9 - 1 0 September w o r k party 

W o r k Party 

Contact: David Large 

Phone: 6291 4 8 3 0 

This is your chance to do your bit for our own National Park in a 

very personal and practical way. A t the time this goes to press we 

have yet to finalise this activity with the Namadgi managers, but we 

are hoping to do some restoration work on the Yerrabi Track (which 

N P A volunteers constructed over a decade ago) , including s o m e 

w o r k on the interpretive signage. Please contact D a v i d for 

information nearer the date. 

17 September Sunday daywalk 

Fishing G a p to Cot ter River 

Leader: Barbara Edgar 

2 A / B 

Reference: Tidbinbil la 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 5 6 8 5 ( h ) , 6 2 6 4 2 9 9 1 ( w ) 

Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . Drive to Tidbinbilla, walk on 

fire trail to Fishing G a p . From there a track drops down to che Coitci 

River, where we will have a leisurely lunch before returning. T h e histoiy 

surrounding this delightful track was written up by Matthew Higgins in 

the Canberra Times on 11 May. 60kms , $ 15 per car. 


