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From the President 
The National Parks Association, a Community Organisation 

T h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n 
( N P A ) i s p a r t o f t h e b r o a d 
communi ty ; i t is not an exclusive 
g roup o f people . Our membersh ip 
r a n g e s f r o m s c h o o l s t u d e n t s to 
r e t i r e e s , w i t h a d i v e r s i t y o f 
lifestyles, employment and personal 
interests. W h a t brings us together 
is our commi tment to the a ims and 
o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e N P A , w h i c h 
principal ly bel ieves in the need for 
and en joyment o f na t ional p a r k s 
and conservation o f the natural and 
cultural heritage. 

T h e q u e s t i o n s ' H o w m a n y 
m e m b e r s do y o u have? ' and ' H o w 
representa t ive are you? ' a t t imes 
have been asked, mos t significantly 
w h e n N P A h a s r e s p o n d e d t o 
g o v e r n m e n t i n q u i r i e s , a p p e a r e d 
b e f o r e a c o m m i t t e e o f t h e l e g ­
islature, or made representations to 
a Minis ter or M e m b e r o f the H o u s e 
o f A s s e m b l y o n e n v i r o n m e n t 
p lanning or other areas in wh ich w e 

have an interest. A t the momen t our 
m e m b e r s h i p n u m b e r s are s table , 
despite the gain or loss o f 60 to 100 
m e m b e r s e a c h y e a r . I f t h e 
m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e N P A w e r e to 
shrink significantly, w e m a y appear 
to be a communi ty group of dechning 
importance and a nar rowing base . 

T h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n i s m o r e 
difficult but w e are able to answer 
i t w i t h c o n f i d e n c e . I t h i n k a l l 
m e m b e r s have the oppor tuni ty to 
participate in the sub commit tees , 
wh ich are the pol icy deve lopment 
forums o f the NPA, to put points o f 
v iew in more informal ways such as 
discussions whi le taking part in the 
NPA ' s a c t i v i t i e s p r o g r a m , o r to 
e x p r e s s the i r v i e w s t h r o u g h the 
N P A Bulletin. 

The message wh ich w e mus t heed 
from those two questions is that the 
n u m b e r o f m e m b e r s a n d p a r ­
t i c i p a t i o n b y m e m b e r s a r e 
i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s . I f y o u k n o w 

peop le w h o wou ld support the aims 
a n d objectives o f the NPA, le t them 
k n o w w h a t a n a c t i v e a n d 
wor thwhi le organisat ion i t is , and 
g ive them a membership application 
form. I f you have a point o f v i e w or 
w o u l d l ike to b e involved wi th the 
detai l o f the conservat ion and park 
i ssues facing the NPA or h a v e ideas 
fo r t h e ac t iv i t ies p r o g r a m g e t in 
t o u c h w i t h s o m e o f t h o s e c o ­
ordinators , w h o s e names appear on 
the l ower ha l f o f the preceding page. 
I f y o u are th inking o f not renewing 
y o u r member sh ip please reconsider 
or wr i te to le t us k n o w why. 

F ina l ly and w i t h less gravity, I 
h o p e t o see y o u all at Nil Desp­
erandum on S u n d a y 14th for our 
C h r i s t m a s p a r t y . I f y o u r e a l l y 
c a n n o t m a k e i t then I look forward 
to see ing you nex t year. A h a p p y and 
re lax ing hol iday and best wishes to 
all for 1998. 

Clive Hurls tone 

Biography 
CLIVE H U R L S T O N E aged 53 came 
to Canberra in the early 1950s and 
w a s educated here . Clive is marr ied 
to Judi th and they have two sons . 
He has lived in Wes ton Creek for 25 
yea r s , and w o r k e d for C S I R O in 
plant science for 30 years. 

H e h a s b e e n in te res t ed in t h e 
env i ronmen t and natural h i s to ry 
since school days. In the 70s to early 
80s h e w a s involved with a g roup o f 
scientists, w h o believed in the need 
for social responsibili ty in sc ience, 
and w h o took pa r t in m a n y c a m ­
p a i g n s a n d i n q u i r i e s , b o t h 
nat ional ly and local ly (eg. Ranger 
Uran ium Inquiry and the Molonglo 
Parkway) . His interest in environ­
mental protection w a s stimulated b y 
w o o d c h i p p i n g at E d e n , t h e 
campaign to save Lake Pedder and 
t h e g r o w i n g d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 
coastal environment . 

Clive jo ined the N P A i n 1986 after 
reading the Bulletin in the C S I R O 
l ib ra ry and m e e t i n g m e m b e r s at 
work . 

His first N P A wa lk was to Cotter 
R o c k s l e d b y S t e v e n F o r s t . H e 
started to attend general meet ings 
regu la r ly and w a s e lected to t h e 
commit tee in 1991 when Bever ley 
H a m m o n d b e c a m e Pres ident . H e 
acted as President to fill the gap left 
at the A G M in Augus t 1994, until 
E l e a n o r S t o d a r t t o o k o v e r i n 
Feb rua ry 1995, w h e n he s t epped 
into the Vice President 's posi t ion, 
which h e held until August 1997. 

Clive works full t ime and said that 
h e w a s o n l y ab le to t ake on t h e 
President's posit ion because o f the 
strength o f the commit tee and sub 
commit tee system, and the know­
ledge, commitment and support o f 
the members . He looks forward to 

t h e n e x t 12 m o n t h s w i t h s o m e 
t repidat ion expect ing that i t wil l be 
as b u s y for the N P A as the pas t year. 



Draft Tidbinbilla Management Plan 
This is a summary of the joint response by the NPA ACT and the Conservation Council of the South-East Region 
and Canberra (CCSERAC) to the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve draft management plan. 

The N P A A C T and C C S E R A C are 
gene ra l l y s u p p o r t i v e o f the draf t 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n w h i c h g i v e s a 
commitment for the protection and 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f t h e na tura l a n d 
cul tura l va lues o f the Tidbinbi l la 
N a t u r e R e s e r v e . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
were several concerns raised in the 
j o i n t r e s p o n s e , r e g a r d i n g t h e 
emphas i s on tour is t deve lopmen t 
and the re la t ionship be tween the 
draf t p l a n and o t h e r p l ans a n d 
strategies. 

O f p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n , is t h e 
apparen t e leva t ion o f the N a t u r e 
Based Tour i sm Strategy, to equa l 
importance with the draft manage­
m e n t p l a n . T h e N a t u r e B a s e d 
Tourism Strategy v i e w s T N R as a 
site for increased tour is t deve lop­
ment . This is inconsis tent with the 
principles o f the draft management 
plan which aims for conservation o f 
the area. Neither document provides 
spec i f ic deta i l o f t h e scale of, o r 
p roposes any l imi ts t o , any l i ke ly 
tourist development . The NPA and 
C C S E R A C do not oppose commercial 
ac t iv i ty in p r i n c i p l e , bu t b e l i e v e 
these issues need to b e addressed, 
par t icular ly as the Na tu re B a s e d 
Tourism Strategy has not been m a d e 
wide ly available for publ ic consult­
ation. 

T h e N P A A C T a n d C C S E R A C 
b e l i e v e T N R s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o 
a t t r a c t i n t e r s t a t e a n d o v e r s e a s 
visitors and there m a y be scope for 
limited development . However, the 
notion that the needs o f visitors and 
t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y s h o u l d b e 
emphasised rather than mamtaining 
the conservat ion va lues o f the area 
is rejected. The first priority should 
be protection o f conservat ion va lues 
and this needs to b e addressed. 

One of the major difficulties w i th 
planning for T N R is t h e multiplicity 
o f legislation and pol ic ies developed 
b y the C o m m o n w e a l t h and A C T 
g o v e r n m e n t s . C o m p o u n d i n g t h i s 
p r o b l e m is t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t w o 
d is t inc t and di f ferent land a reas 

wi th in T N R , the spec ia l p u r p o s e 
reserve and the national park, wi th 
dif ferent p u r p o s e s and r e q u i r i n g 
different m a n a g e m e n t ob jec t ives . 
T h e s e fac tors h a v e r e s u l t e d in a 
range o f plans and strategies dea l ing 
wi th specific i ssues . The N P A and 
C C S E R A C are concerned that t h e 
draft managemen t plan, a l t hough 
v i e w e d as t h e p r i n c i p a l p o l i c y 
document , m a y be compromised by 
o ther p lans and s t ra teg ies w h i c h 
may not have been made avai lable 
to the public for commen t and w h i c h 
may have different object ives. 

The NPA believes T N R should be 
gu ided by one m a n a g e m e n t p l a n 
rather than any o ther p lan w h i c h 
m a y a l low for i n c r e a s e d t o u r i s m 
d e v e l o p m e n t and n o t p r o v i d e for 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f c o n s e r v a t i o n 
pr inc ip les . N P A be l i eves tha t t h e 
draft managemen t p lan shou ld b e 
the pr imary document , and that the 
r e f e r e n c e to t h e N a t u r e B a s e d 
Tourism Strategy be deleted from the 
preface. 

T h e t w o different l and a reas o f 
T N R have specia l charac te r i s t i cs , 
and management issues regard ing 
e a c h zone n e e d t o b e a d d r e s s e d 
separately. The N P A has rei terated 
a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n i n t h e M a r c h 
1995 submiss ion tha t m o s t o f t h e 
r idge l ines and adjacent s l opes in 
T N R b e c o m e p a r t o f N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k w h i c h w o u l d r e c ­
ognise the values o f the area m o r e 
app rop r i a t e ly , b u t i f th i s i s n o t 
a c c e p t a b l e , t h e n t h e p r e f e r e n c e 
w o u l d b e to d e s i g n a t e t h e a r e a 
Tidbinbi l la N a t u r e P a r k a n d t h e 
special purpose reserve Tidbinbil la 
N a t u r e R e s e r v e , b o t h u n d e r t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f T N R staff. N P A 
be l i eves this a r r a n g e m e n t w o u l d 
better reflect the nature o f the t w o 
areas. 

T h e N P A a n d C C S E R A C 
c o m m e n d e d the a p p r o a c h in t h e 
d ra f t m a n a g e m e n t p l a n t h a t 
conservation requirements w o u l d be 
given priority over recreational use . 

T h e v i e w is that there is no need for 
more vehicular or wa lk ing t racks in 
the national park zone . Exist ing fire 
access for fire control is adequate and 
the s t ra tegy o f us ing exis t ing fire 
breaks and backburning rather than 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f n e w t r a c k s i s 
s u p p o r t e d . L i k e w i s e , t h e N P A 
bel ieves the walking t racks for the 
publ ic are adequate and there is no 
need for more to be constructed. The 
poss ib i l i t y o f the d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
fac i l i t ies such as t r ansmi t t e r s is 
opposed . However , i f this were to go 
ahead, only existing sites should be 
used. 

The draft management plan states 
t h a t t h e T N R is a p p r o p r i a t e for 
commerc ia l activity provid ing it is 
carr ied out wi th sensi t ivi ty to the 
environmental attributes o f the area 
and min imal or avo idance o f neg­
a t i v e i m p a c t , b u t p r o v i d e s n o 
support ing arguments and only very 
broad parameters for considerat ion. 
T h e N P A and C C S E R A C cons ider 
the mos t contentious issue to be the 
possibil i ty of n e w structures being 
b u i l t , p a r t i c u l a r l y o v e r n i g h t 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n . T h i s i s o p p o s e d 
because o f potential adverse impact 
on the values and character of TNR, 
and is completely unnecessary due 
to the close proximity o f Canberra to 
the reserve. It i s sugges ted in the 
plan that any plans for deve lopment 
wou ld be made available for public 
consultat ion, but it does not provide 
specific details o f when and where 
this wil l occur. The draft manage­
m e n t plan does not provide details 
o f l i m i t s to d e v e l o p m e n t , m a k e 
provis ion for guidelines, o r provide 
examples o f the type o f deve lopment 
wh ich would not be permit ted. 

O f p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n i s t h e 
p r o p o s a l for a n e w v i s i t o r infor­
m a t i o n cen t re a t the e n t r a n c e to 
T N R . It would seem from statements 
in the draft public works implement­
ation plan, that this has been pushed 
a h e a d w i t h o u t t h e c h a n c e fo r 

Continued on page 5 



T i d b i n b i l l a M a n a g e m e n t 
P l a n 
Continued from page 4 

c o m m e n t f r o m t h e p u b l i c , a n d 
wi thou t any val id reason for a n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e N P A a n d 
C C S E R A C b e l i e v e t h e e x i s t i n g 
v i s i t o r i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t r e i s 
adequate 'and there is n o need for a 
n e w development , and particularly 
no t one situated near the entrance 
w h i c h w o u l d spo i l t h e p r e s e n t l y 
clear v iew o f the valley. 

T h e N P A and C C S E R A C believe 
the draft m a n a g e m e n t plan needs 
to m a k e p r o v i s i o n t o m a i n t a i n 
existing facilities and upgrade them 
to a c c o m m o d a t e inc reased use b y 
the public only w h e r e this wil l not 
c o m p r o m i s e t h e u n d e v e l o p e d 
character o f the area. 

O n the i s sue o f in t roduc t ion o f 
entrance fees, i t w a s r ecommended 
tha t the r e v e n u e b e u s e d by the 
Parks and Conservat ion Service for 
p a r k m a n a g e m e n t a n d s p e c i e s 
conservation activities and that the 
b u d g e t a l l o c a t i o n s h o u l d n o t b e 
reduced accordingly. 

Ano the r area o f concern relates to 
t h e l a c k o f d e t a i l r e g a r d i n g 
measurab le pa ramete r s and imp­
l e m e n t a t i o n o f m a n a g e m e n t 
operations in the draft management 
plan, and other plans , such as the 
M u r r u m b i d g e River Cor r idor and 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k m a n a g e ­
men t plans, w h i c h wi l l result in a 
lack o f managemen t accountability. 
I t i s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t a l l 
managemen t action b e measurable 
so tha t the service and the public 
can assess whe ther objectives have 
been achieved. 

Cathy Tighe 

New strategies and plan chart a 
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positive course 
T w o n e w draft strategies - the A C T 
Nature Conservat ion Strategy and 
the Campground Strategy for A C T 
Parks and Forests - and the n e w 
Bushf i re Fue l M a n a g e m e n t P lan 
p r o v i d e p l e n t y o f r e a s o n f o r 
o p t i m i s m abou t the future of the 
A C T ' s r emarkab le na ture conser­
vat ion estate. 

W h i l e t h e N P A h a s e x p r e s s e d 
s o m e concerns about aspects o f the 
Bushfi re Fue l M a n a g e m e n t Plan, 
overa l l , these d o c u m e n t s d e m o n ­
strate a real depth o f understanding 
and sensitivity for the complexit ies 
o f conservat ion management wh ich 
reflects ve ry posi t ively on Environ­
m e n t ACT. 

The i r r e l ease co inc ides b road ly 
w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n o f the m a n ­
agement restructuring and reforms 
o f t h e T e r r i t o r y ' s n a t u r e c o n ­
se rva t ion m a n a g e m e n t agenc ies . 
T h e N P A has been very concerned 
abou t the ser ious impac t on staff 
mora le o f this protracted period o f 
uncertainty. Wi th the establishment 
o f Envi ronment A C T it is vital that 
there be n o w a per iod o f stability so 
t h e s t a f f c a n p e r f o r m t h e i r 
i m p o r t a n t w o r k , conf ident a b o u t 
their own and their organisation's 
future. 

It is to b e hoped that w e wil l see 
the implementat ion over t ime of the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t h e N a t u r e 

C o n s e r v a t i o n S t r a t e g y . T h e 
strategy's sound approach needs to 
b e ref lec ted in all a spec t s o f t h e 
Territory's environmental manage­
ment , no t least in the las t ma jo r 
plan awai t ing deve lopmen t - the 
r e v i s e d m a n a g e m e n t p l a n f o r 
Namadgi National Park. 

The N P A has been critical o f the 
lack o f specificity and prescript ion 
o f draft m a n a g e m e n t p l ans t h a t 
have been released over the last t w o 
y e a r s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e p l a n s 
r e c o g n i s e t h e p r i m a c y o f n a t u r e 
conservation needs . 

The draft Campground St ra tegy 
demonst ra tes that there is amp le 
r o o m for d e v e l o p m e n t o f v i s i t o r 
facilities wi thou t compromis ing the 
integrity and the special attractions 
o f the A C T s parks and reserves. Its 
a p p r o a c h i s e x e m p l i f i e d b y t h e 
recommendat ions that camping b e 
prohibited at the Booroomba R o c k s 
p i c n i c a r e a w h e n an e x i s t i n g 
h a r d e n e d s i t e n e a r t h e f o r m e r 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k T r a c k i n g 
Station i s developed and that g roup 
camping b e accommoda ted at t h e 
fo rmer Or ro ra l T rack ing S t a t i on 
rather than through an expansion 
o f the campground on the Orroral 
River. 

Stephen Johns ton 
Convenor 

Envi ronment Sub Commit tee 

Reptiles and Frogs of the Australian 
Capital Territory 
by Ross Bennett 

B o o k L a u n c h 

T h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n o f the A C T las t m o n t h m a i l e d 
invi ta t ions to m e m b e r s and o the rs to a t tend the l aunch o f Ross 
Bennett 's book , Reptiles and Frogs of the Australian Capital Territory. 

The A C T Chief Minister, Kate Carnell , M L A , will l aunch the book 
at Forestry House , Yarralumla, on December 9. 

Priced at $12 for members and $14.95 for non-members , the book 
wi l l be on sale at the NPA's Chr is tmas party and at general meet ings , 
and can be ordered from the association's office, wi th pos tage extra. It 
i s also available from bookshops . 



Winter wanderings in Namadgi 

Graham Scully and Laurie Westcott in Max and Bert's Hut. 
Photo by Max Lawrence. 

On the morning o f 30 July 1997 ten 
h a r d y N P A w a l k e r s u n d e r t h e 
leadership of Graham Scul ly set out 
in brilliant winter condit ions from 
Caloola Farm to spend three days 
vis i t ing sites o f historical interest 
further up the Naas Valley. 

Faced wi th six c ross ings o f the 
N a a s , our destination for the first 
d a y w a s M a x and Ber t Oldfield 's 
h u t . T h i s h u t i s l o c a t e d in a 
beautiful little valley banging on the 
Boo th Range high above the Naas -
about 200 metres above in fact, as 
w e found labouring our packs ever 
upwards in the glorious winter sun. 
T h e h u t i t s e l f i s a s m a l l a n d 
rudimentary iron clad construction 
w i th a flat roof, dirt floor and stone 
f ireplace. It is in quite good shape, 
largely due to the cooperative efforts 
o f N a m a d g i P a r k s t a f f a n d the 
Kosc iuszko Huts Associa t ion. It is 
a l s o in r e m a r k a b l y o r i g i n a l 
condi t ion - the old kero frig still has 
i t s s t o c k o f r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l , 
ranging from westerns and Worn ens 
Weekl ies to a Bible. These i tems are 
an integral part o f the hut, and if 
t h e y w e r e to b e l o s t t h r o u g h 
souveniring, theft, or any other form 
of vandal i sm the effect wou ld be a 
pe rmanen t reduction in the value of 

the hut as a heri tage i tem. 
We did find though that the hu t 

w a s too small for our group, and this 
meant use o f the outside fireplace. 
There was n o trouble avoiding the 
smoke , however . The cold air oozing 
d o w n the v a l l e y b e h i n d the h u t 
p icked the smoke up and wafted it 
s teadi ly and re lent less ly s traight 
down the creek, over the waterfall 
jus t below, and out into the void o f 
the Naas Valley. The hu t might b e 
close to the wate r in the creek, bu t 

it mus t have been a cold ho le o n 
winter nights. 

As w e huddled around the fire our 
i n t r e p i d a n d t h o u g h t f u l l e a d e r 
produced a por table cassette p layer 
from his pack and p layed us an oral 
history interview of M a x Oldfield b y 
Mat thew Higgins . It s eems the hu t 
w a s built in 1967 by the Oldf ie ld 
c o u s i n s after t h e y i nhe r i t ed t h e 
l e a s e f r o m t h e i r f a t h e r s , w h o 
managed the run from the co lde r 
B o g hut site even further u p on the 
Booth Range. T h e B o g hut si te has 
b e e n v is i ted at l ea s t a c o u p l e o f 
t imes on NPA outings, most recent ly 
by Mat thew Higgins in September . 

As expected, the next morn ing w e 
emerged from our frozen tents to a 
b ig white frost, but the sun r is ing 
over the Tinderries reached us early 
and soon things were thawing out . 
This day's expedi t ion w a s to b e a 
wa lk with day packs further u p the 
Naas , into Reedy Creek, and back 
to the hut. After several k i lometres 
and another crossing of the Naas w e 
arrived at Tom Brayshaw's hut si te. 
Although built as recent ly as 1962-
6 3 , t h e h u t n o w c o m p r i s e s a 
col lapsed p i le o f i ron and t i m b e r 
slabs, some of which were originally 
taken from the site o f a m u c h older 
hut built by selector Hines early this 
century. 'Historians'at Max and Bert's hut. Photo by Max Lawrence. 



Crossing the Naas. Photo by Max Lawrence 

N e a r b y i s t h e g r a v e o f M r s 
M a t h i e s o n , n o w m a r k e d by the 
or ig ina l h e a d s t o n e and foo ts tone 
and a m o r e recen t ly e rec ted star 
picket . Mrs Math ieson was the wife 
o f a s tockman w h o found her mur­
dered in myster ious c i rcumstances 
w h e n he re turned from one o f his 
trips. The date o f the murder is un­
k n o w n , b u t M a t h i e s o n w a s e m ­
ployed by James Booth, w h o sold the 
run to Garret Cot ter in about 1860. 
T h e preservat ion o f the lonely bush 
grave site for u p w a r d s o f 130 years 
provides a very poignant link with 
our ear ly pioneers . 

O u r w a l k u p R e e d y C r e e k w a s 
a long the approx ima te route o f a 
r o a d n a t u r e h a s a l m o s t f u l l y 
r e c l a i m e d , b u t w h i c h m u s t h a v e 
b e e n a b u s y r o u t e f o r t h e l i t t l e 
communi ty l iving on the flats u p the 
creek. W e were able to locate the site 
o f the h u t whe re Har ry Cot ter (born 
1860) l ived wi th h i s wife M a r y and 
t h e i r t e n c h i l d r e n . N o t m u c h 
remains today o f their occupat ion, 
b u t w e w e r e a b l e to f ind an o ld 
w a s h i n g dish, s o m e hear ths tones , 
and various p ieces o f rust ing metal . 

O n the third d a y o f o u r out ing w e 
t o o k a leisurely stroll b a c k d o w n the 
hill t o the Naas , and then some o f 

us were able to explore n e w ways o f 
gett ing our feet cold and w e t on the 
s ix river crossings. W e all had a ve ry 
pleasant three days , and w e were 
certainly m u c h m o r e t in touch* wi th 
the rural p ioneers o f our be loved 
Namadg i . W e were also v e r y m u c h 
aware o f h o w little remains o f this 
impor tan t era o f our history, and 
h o w fragile that remainder is. Le t 
u s be very careful to look after it. 

In prepar ing for the t r ip Graham 

d r e w o n r e p o r t s b y M a t t h e w 
H i g g i n s : Voices from the Hills: 
Namadgi Oral History Project^ and 
Namadgi Sites. Bo th projects w e r e 
sponsored b y the Kosciuszko Hu t s 
Associa t ion. 

T h e c r e w were : G r a h a m S c u l l y 
( l e a d e r ) , F r a n k C l e m e n t s , J e r r y 
Jacobsen, David Large, Eric Pick­
ering, Hazel Rath, Laurie Westcot t , 
Barry R idgeway and T i m Walsh. 

M a x L a w r e n c e 

New Members, July to November 
Laurie and Robin Westcott Weetangera 
Stuart Whitten, Carolyn Young, 
Kirrilie Horswille 
and Paul Rowberry Cook 
Paul, Matt, Leah Satrutynski 
and Sue OTxmghlin Kambah 

Brian Fuller Pearce 
John Hopkins Fraser 
A n n McDevitt Wanniassa 

Helen and Jim Stevens Pearce 

Maureen Howard Lyneham 

Kathy Tracy Belconnen 

Sharon Pretty Holt 
Helen Hansen Garran 

Steve Galliford Tbrrens 
Barry McHugh Civic Square 
Brian Slee Curtin 

Brian Fuller Pearce 

Building up Victoria's snow country 
Large-scale proposals to turn parts o f Australia's sca rce , ancient 
and wea thered alpine peaks into bust l ing European-American 
type resorts regular ly emerge , wi th deve lopment plans for M t 
Stirling and M t Ho tham being the m o s t recent in "victoria. 

The Government has approved the doubl ing o f the lifted ski 
field capacity at M t Ho tham in the M t Loch-Swindlers Spur area. 
T h e top lift stations are only metres f rom the Alp ine Nat ional 
Park Boundary and impac t on the Park's remote and wi lderness 
values . T h e y are clearly visible from strategic points inside t h e 
park, including from M o u n t Feathertop. 

In addition to this n o w completed expansion o f s M terrain, the 
M t Ho tham Ski ing company 's wider integrated plan inc ludes 
substantial residential sub-division and village redeve lopment 
at t h e M t H o t h a m resor t , c o n s t r u c t i o n o f h u n d r e d s m o r e 
condominiums, n ine hole go l f course and polo field at nearby 
Dinner Plain resort , and controversially, a high altitude (1300 
metre) international je t -capable airport at neighbouring Hor se 
Hai r Plain. 

ParkWatch, J u n e 1997 . 



Mapping and weeding to 
save a grasshopper 
T h e d i f f icu l ty w i t h the Keyacris 
scurra wingless grasshopper is that 
i t s f o o d s e e m s t o b e l a r g e l y 
res t r i c ted to two types o f bu t ton 
dais ies , and these buttons do not do 
w e l l in i m p r o v e d pa s tu r e s or in 
compet i t ion with exotic weeds . 

A s a result the grasshopper now 
e x i s t s in the A C T on ly in smal l , 
i s o l a t e d ' i s l a n d s ' o f r e l a t i v e l y 
undis turbed grassland and grassy 
wood land . 

I f these habitats go , so does Key's 
Matchs t ick , as K scurra is known 
in the vernacular. 

T h e species gets its name from its 
appea rance - it looks more l ike a 
p iece o f ma tch than a stereotypical 
g r a s s h o p p e r - t o g e t h e r w i t h the 
n a m e o f the scientist, Dr K H L Key, 
w h o first wrote about it. 

In a 1994 paper by D A Driscoll , it 
w a s d e s c r i b e d as a ' t h r e a t e n e d ' 
species . 

T h e s t r a t e g y f o r t h e j u s t -
c o m p l e t e d Green Corps projec t to 
protect a K. scurra community at the 
K a m b a h P o o l r e s e r v e , h a d t w o 
p r o n g s . T h e s e w e r e , to m a p and 
document the five-hectare site for its 
na tura l and artificial components , 
a n d t o r e m o v e t h e w e e d s . T h e 
purpose of the initial mapping w a s 
to provide a register o f its state at 
the start of the project and s o allow 
subsequent changes to be accurately 
noted. 

T h e Green Corps team submitted 
their report on the project, together 
wi th maps showing vegetat ion and 
w e e d i n g activity, to Murrumbidgee 
R i v e r C o r r i d o r r a n g e r s on 
N o v e m b e r 13. 

Weeding and mapping 
T h e area is fenced, so there w a s no 
p r o b l e m from g raz ing s tock , and 
a l t h o u g h it is pa r t o f a p o p u l a r 
recreat ional area, walkers mainly 
k e e p to a def ined t r ack and are 
u n l i k e l y to t r a m p l e e i t h e r t h e 
grasshoppers or the button daisies. 

T h e G r e e n C o r p s s t r a t e g y o f 
mapping and weeding was based on 
a repor t p repared in 1995 b y the 
C S I R O , fo r t h e A C T P a r k s a n d 
Conservat ion Service wh ich h a d a 
major role in the project. 

According to the report, a survey 
o f 700 hec t a r e s o f w o o d l a n d and 
g r a s s l a n d in t h e n o r t h e r n A C T 
confirmed K. scurra on seven sites 
wi th a total area o f 25 hectares. The 
s u r v e y d i s c o v e r e d t h r e e n e w 
p o p u l a t i o n s , b u t t w o p r e v i o u s l y 
k n o w n populat ions were found to be 
ex t inc t . A n o t h e r p o p u l a t i o n w a s 
reported in the Namadgi Nat ional 
Park. 

T h e Green Corps project w a s a 
continuation o f experimental control 
and m o n i t o r i n g p r o g r a m s fo r S t 
John 's wor t at the site. Biological 
control has significantly stunted the 
growth of individual wor t plants . 

The Green Corps started w o r k on 
June 10. T h e mapp ing on a scale 
1:500 took 10 days . The site, wh ich 
w a s known to contain endangered 
and locally rare plants, w a s divided 
into 100m by 100m sectors and then 
5 m t r a n s e c t s , a n d e v e r y t h i n g 
significant w a s documented. 

Checkerboard pattern 
Two but ton var ie t ies - Chrysoce-
phalum semipapposum a n d 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum (which 
has f l ower s v e r y l ike t h o s e o f a 
typical daisy and wh ich seems to be 
the grasshoppers ' favouri te food) -
and kangaroo grass were mapped , 
along wi th the occurrence o f w e e d s 

The most invasive weed was found 
to be the St John's wor t (in the long-
s t e m m e d , n a r r o w - l e a v e d s t ra in) , 
fol lowed by phalar is , and var ious 
minor weeds . 

The weeds were r emoved b y hand 
or by sys temic weed ic ide , often a 
weed at a t ime, so that neighbouring 
native grasses were no t damaged . 

This w a s done over eight days in 
a checkerboard pat tern o f cleared 
and uncleared 1 0 m squares . Th i s 
has ensured that impac t will b e in 
progressive stages, and m e a n s tha t 
the effectiveness o f the strategy c a n 
b e a s s e s s e d b e f o r e w e e d i n g i s 
resumed next year. 

A survey o f the grasshoppers by 
the Green Corps t eam w a s carried 
out in ear ly spring, and the results 
o f the w e e d i n g ac t iv i t i e s wi l l b e 
m o n i t o r e d p r o g r e s s i v e l y b y t h e 
CSIRO. 

More species found 
The Green Corps g roup work ing o n 
the project had 10 y o u n g m e m b e r s 
a n d t h e t e a m s u p e r v i s o r , J u d d 

Attempting to flush out specimens of Key's Matchstick are (I to r) the ACT 
Parks and Conservation Service ranger liaising with the Green Corps 

team on the project, Darren Roso, the Team Supervisor, Judd Boeker, and 
team member Laurence Cooke. Photo by Graeme Wicks. 



The Green Corps team killing weeds between transect lines, by poisoning 
them or removing them by hand. Photo by Judd Boeker. 

Boeker o f the Austral ian Trust for 
Conse rva t ion Volunteers (ATCV) , 
w h i c h achninisters the Green Corps 
p rogram nationally. 

T h e K a m b a h Pool area is a Tich 
site wi th other little g e m s ' besides 
K. scurra, Judd says. Whi l e carrying 
o u t t h e i r w o r k , h i s t e a m f o u n d 
another species of wingless grass­
hopper. 

J u d d s a y s m a n y p e o p l e h a v e 
p r o b a b l y s e e n t h e g r a s s h o p p e r 
without realising that it was a living 
insect . 

'When they j u m p out o f the way, 
y o u can easi ly mistake them for a 
piece o f s t raw or grass kicked up by 
your b o o t / h e says. 

This is an experience some N P A 
m e m b e r s m i g h t h a v e h a d - t h e 
K a m b a h P o o l - Casuar ina Sands 
wa lk ing t rack passes through the 
site. 

Since working on the project, Judd 
h a s f o u n d s m a l l , a s y e t u n ­
documented colonies o f the grass­
hopper in other locations. There are 
lots o f colour variat ions, especially 
b e t w e e n d i f fe ren t c o m m u n i t i e s , 
r ang ing from a grey, winter-grass 
colour to orange and l ight green. 

After complet ing the major w o r k 
on the grasshopper project , Judd's 
t eam m o v e d to erosion control work 
for Canberra Nature Parks (North-
s i d e ) at M u l l i g a n ' s F l a t N a t u r e 
Reserve. 

Unanswered questions 
K. scurra h a s been s tud ied and 
d o c u m e n t e d o v e r t h e y e a r s b u t 
m a n y basic questions about i t and 
h o w to m a n a g e its habi ta t are yet 
to b e answered. 

T h e s e a r e q u e s t i o n s l i ke , t h e 
effects o f fire and g r a z i n g on the 
grasshopper populat ions, the type 
a n d d e n s i t y o f f o o d p l a n t s i t 
r e q u i r e s , w h e r e i t l a y s its eggs , 
w h e r e i t s p e n d s t h e n i g h t , a n d 
factors influencing mortal i ty at its 
var ious s tages o f growth . 

A m o n g th ings k n o w n about the 
grasshopper are, that i t breeds in 
Sep tember -November , males reach 
adulthood in M a y and the females 
mature in the spring. Hatching is 
from spring to February. 

Programs in the ACT 
T h e grasshopper habi ta t w o r k was 
p a r t o f r o u n d t w o o f t h e t h r e e 
rounds o f Green Corps projects so 
far a l loca ted fo r t h e A C T . T h e y 
c o m p r i s e o n e fo r t h e N a m a d g i / 
Tidbinbil la Nat ional P a r k and two 
f o r t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 
Corridor. Al l are carr ied out wi th 
the advice and approval o f the A C T 
Parks and Conserva t ion Service. 

Round one, commenced in March, 
w a s f o c u s e d o n N a m a d g i a n d 
Tidbinbil la. The major activity was 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f w a l k i n g t racks , 
w i t h h i g h p r i o r i t y g i v e n to t h e 
walking t rack in N a m a d g i National 
Park, and m a n a g e m e n t o f erosion 
in the parks . Improvemen t o f the 
pla typus habi ta t and reduct ion o f 
f i re t h r e a t s i n t h e T i d b i n b i l l a 
Nature Reserve , and the removal 
o f invas ive flora f rom bo th parks 
were o ther round one activities. 

The aim o f the r o u n d t w o project 
w a s to assist w i th the protect ion o f 
t h e h a b i t a t o f t h e w i n g l e s s 
grasshopper wi th in the Mur rum­
b idgee R ive r Cor r idor as wel l as 
w i t h e r o s i o n c o n t r o l o n M o u n t 
Pa in t e r . W i n g l e s s g r a s s h o p p e r 
surveys, w e e d control , vegetat ion 
m a p p i n g s a n d e r o s i o n c o n t r o l 
compr i se the ma jo r activity. The 
r o u n d t w o project c o m m e n c e d in 
May. 

The round three pro jec t involves 
the revegeta t ion and main tenance 
o f indigenous r ipar ian p lants and 
grasses a long the M u r r u m b i d g e e 

R i v e r C o r r i d o r . I t i s p l a n n e d to 
e x c l u d e s t o c k a n d r e m o v e e x o t i c 
w e e d s from revegetat ion sites. 

Conservation training 
A n n o u n c e d i n t h e 1996 F e d e r a l 
Budge t , the Green Corps p r o g r a m 
g ives Aus t r a l i ans b e t w e e n 1 7 - 2 0 , 
wi th an interest in the environment, 
a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a c c r e d i t e d 
t r a i n i n g w h i l s t t a k i n g p a r t i n 
environmenta l projects . 

Green Corps projects are designed 
t o g i v e y o u n g p e o p l e a fu l l - t ime 
t raining posit ion for between six and 
12 months . Team m e m b e r s rece ive 
a c c r e d i t e d t r a i n i n g i n b u s h r e ­
g e n e r a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s , h a b i t a t 
p r o t e c t i o n a n d r e s t o r a t i o n , a n d 
environmental rehabilitation. 

P r o j e c t s f o c u s o n a r ea s w h e r e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d h e r i t a g e r e s ­
torat ion and conservat ion is a h igh 
priority. 

The Federal Government provided 
$41.6 mil linn over three years for the 
Green Corps p rogram. In that t ime, 
i t i s e x p e c t e d t h a t 3 5 0 0 y o u n g 
Austra l ians wil l have taken part in 
the p rogram. 

T h e . G o v e r n m e n t cont rac ted t h e 
A T C V to administer and manage the 
Green Corps p rogram nationally for 
the first 18 months . T h e Government 
wil l seek express ions o f interest for 
the remaining per iod o f the program. 

A T C V is responsible for select ing 
p a r t i c i p a n t s , e s t a b l i s h i n g a n d 
supervis ing projects and provid ing 
field support . 

Graeme W i c k s 



The Enduring Life of Franklin Chalet 
Surrounded by storm-blasted snow-
g u m s wh ich have w i t h s t o o d the 
r a v a g e s o f t i m e , a p i c t u r e s q u e 
mountain setting is the backdrop for 
a quaint ski chalet, found high on 
the Brindabella Range. 

Built by the founding members o f 
the Canberra Alp ine C lub in the 
s u m m e r o f 1 9 3 7 - 3 8 , t h e M o u n t 
Franklin ski chalet represents an 
important and tangible l ink in the 
development o f Australian skiing. 
S t a n d i n g p r o u d l y as t h e o l d e s t 
surviving club-built ski lodge in the 
Austral ian Alps national parks, the 
cha l e t and s i t e are u n i q u e in a 
regional context . 

Today , F r a n k l i n p r o v i d e s a n 
insight into an aspect o f our alpine 
h e r i t a g e a n d t y p i f i e s an o u t ­
s tand ing e x a m p l e o f coope ra t ion 
be tween a communi ty-based c lub 
a n d the A C T G o v e r n m e n t . T h e 
Canberra Alp ine Club and the A C T 
Parks and Conservation Service are 
c o m m i t t e d to t h e l o n g - t e r m 
m a n a g e m e n t o f the s i te and the 
significant values it represents , in 
te rms o f the resourcefulness and 
ingenuity o f the pioneering spirit o f 
c lub members . 

N e x t y e a r m a r k s t h e 6 0 t h 
anniversary o f the official opening 
o f the chalet . T h e jo in t managers 
are keen to highlight and promote 
th is s ignif icant occas ion and the 
r i c h h e r i t a g e v a l u e s t h e s i t e 
represents. 

Under the Mount Franklin Chalet 
Conse rva t ion Plan, d e v e l o p e d in 

Mount Franklin chalet in July 1995. Photo by Brett McNamara. 

c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e C a n b e r r a 
Alp ine C lub and the A C T Parks and 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e , t h e p l a n 
i d e n t i f i e d t h e n e e d t o p u b l i c l y 
d i sp lay and interpret examples o f 
the un ique history o f the chalet and 
envi rons . One avenue o f achieving 
th i s ob j ec t i ve is t h r o u g h regu la r 
'chalet o p e n days ' held as part o f our 
ranger-guided walk p rogram. 

R e c e n t l y , the C a n b e r r a A l p i n e 
C l u b a n d t h e A C T P a r k s a n d 
Conse rva t ion Service comple ted a 
j o i n t p r o j e c t o f c o l l a t i n g a r e p ­
resentative collection o f photographs 
o f o v e r 50 years o f sk i ing in the 
Br indabel las . The photos , known as 
The Franklin Collection , provide an 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d w i n d o w of o p p o r ­
t u n i t y t o v i e w a b y g o n e e r a o f 
Aust ra l ian skiing. The collection is 
avai lable for research upon request 

Living room, 
Mount Franklin 
chalet. 
Photo by 
T. Gibson. 

and for general publ ic viewing, and 
c o m p l e m e n t s the e n d e a v o u r s t o 
a d v a n c e the s ign i f ican t h e r i t a g e 
va lues o f the cha le t dur ing ' open 
days ' . 

Periodically the chalet is also open 
f o r i n s p e c t i o n d u r i n g ' s n o w -
w e e k e n d s ' . W i t h h e a v y s n o w 
conditions closing the Mount Frank­
lin Road a t the adjacent carpark, the 
chale t is a we lcome sight, a l lowing 
visi tors not only the opportunity to 
seek shelter, but to gain an ins ight 
into and appreciation o f a way o f life 
and s t anda rd o f sk i i ng a c c o m m ­
odat ion unfamiliar to many p e o p l e 
today. 

A n exciting project planned for the 
s i te i s t h e imp lemen ta t ion o f an 
ambi t ious interpretat ive s t ra tegy 
for t h e area. In essence, the projec t 
i s d e s i g n e d t o e n c a p s u l a t e t h e 
his tory and human experiences o f 
M o u n t Franklin th rough an in te­
grated series of outdoor and indoor 
interpretat ive d i sp lay panels and 
s igns. A n integral component o f the 
p r o j e c t w i l l b e The Franklin 
Collection which wil l form the bas is 
o f a se l f -guided w a l k wi th s trat­
egically located interpretative signs. 
W h e n completed, visitors will have 
the opportuni ty to glean a little of 
the his tory and social experiences o f 
Fraruclin. 

Continued on page 11 



Franklin Chalet 
Continued from page 10 

C o m p l e t e d r e c e n t l y w a s t h e 
second phase o f improv ing security 
at the chalet . T h e w o r k under taken 
m o d i f i e d s o m e o f t h e e x i s t i n g 
shutters b y facing the who le shutter 
w i t h ' L e x a n ' to i n c r e a s e t h e 
effectiveness o f the securi ty barrier 
w h i c h as a r e su l t , a d m i t s m o r e 
n a t u r a l l i g h t t o t h e o t h e r w i s e 
g loomy interior; other shutters will 
be modi f ied so t hey can b e temp­
orarily r emoved as the n e e d arises. 

A n initiative o f the A C T Parks and 
Conservat ion Service , and one the 
service i s keen to foster and support, 
i s t h e d i s p l a y o f F r a n k l i n s k i 
memorabi l ia i t ems . This project is 
d e s i g n e d to p u b l i c l y d i s p l a y and 
p r o m o t e s k i e q u i p m e n t f r o m a 
bygone era w h i c h were once used at 

F rank l in . C a n b e r r a A l p i n e Club 
m e m b e r s h a v e k i n d l y dona ted a 
number o f old skis and other pieces 
o f ski equipment and memorabi l ia . 
These i tems are certainly welcomed 
b y visitors, in te rms o f increasing 
the i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d apprec­
iat ion o f the complexi t ies involved 
in T>rumby skiing*, from the very 
s imple 'strap y o u r feet i n and go' to 
the adven t o f ' ank le r e l ease ' and 
'safety bindings ' . 

T h e A C T Parks and Conservat ion 
Service wou ld certainly appreciate 
any further contr ibut ions o f Frank­
lin memorabil ia , wha tever they may 
be , f rom ei ther cur ren t o r former 
club m e m b e r s or peop le w h o once 
skied at Franklin. 

A s y o u c a n s e e a n u m b e r o f 
excit ing projects are p l anned or are 
c u r r e n t l y u n d e r w a y a t M o u n t 

Franklin. A s 1998 approaches and 
the 60th anniversary o f the chalet , 
plans are we l l u n d e r w a y to e levate 
the occasion w i th a major open d a y 
to mark such a significant event . It 
is envisaged tha t as a h ighl ight o f 
next year 's A C T Her i tage Fest ival , 
F rank l in c h a l e t w i l l t a k e p r o m ­
i n e n c e i n p r o m o t i n g t h e u n i q u e 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e v a l u e s o f t h e 
Austral ian mainland 's oldest c lub-
built ski lodge . 

I f you w o u l d l ike to discuss any o f 
the above projects in detail o r w o u l d 
like more information regarding the 
p l a n s fo r t h e 6 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y , 
please contact m e on ph . 6247 8 1 5 3 . 

Brett M c N a m a r a 
Ranger, N a m a d g i Nat ional Pa rk 

A C T Parks and Conserva t ion 
Serv ice . 

Work Party News 
M a n y r e a d e r s w i l l reca l l a w o r k 
party weekend in the Boboyan Pines 
a rea ' t a g g i n g ' r a b b i t w a r r e n s to 
m a k e t h e m m o r e r e a d i l y v i s ib l e 
w h e n p a r k s ta f f w e r e conduc t ing 
the i r e r a d i c a t i o n p r o g r a m s . T h e 
p e o p l e w h o p a r t i c i p a t e d w i l l , no 
doubt , b e p l ea sed to k n o w that a 
bu l l doze r h a s at l as t b e e n m a d e 
available and tha t the war rens w e 
tagged h a v e n o w been des t royed . 
Short ly there wi l l b e a moni tor ing 
procedure pu t in place w h i c h wil l 
give an indicat ion o f h o w effective 
the rabbi t eradicat ion p rog ram has 
been. Throughou t the r ipp ing and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o c e s s t h e p a r k 
workers have b e e n very careful not 
to disturb any sites that m a y have 
had cultural significance. 

A t the end o f Augus t w e h a d a very 
s u c c e s s f u l w o r k p a r t y i n t h e 
Mur rumbidgee River Corridor. The 
object w a s to r e m o v e p ine wi ldings 
in the area be tween K a m b a h Pool 
and J e w s Corner. There w a s a great 
ro l lup o f v o l u n t e e r s and l i tera l ly 
hundreds o f wi ld ings were r emoved 
—they ranged in size from those that 
could be pul led out b y hand to three 
trees that requi red the attention o f 
the ranger 's cha in saw. Cut t ing out 

wi ld ings is qui te satisfying as you 
immedia te ly see the resul ts o f your 
work . A n added bonus for many of 
us w a s discovering a very scenic part 
o f the river r ight on our doorstep. 

October s a w us b a c k in the Bob­
o y a n P i n e s a r e a a t t a c k i n g t h e 
rampaging briars. This task doesn't 
h a v e t h e i m m e d i a t e a p p e a l o f 
r e m o v i n g p i n e s , bu t i t i s never­
theless important and our activities 
are m u c h appreciated b y the park 
managers . 

F o r t h c o m i n g w o r k p a r t i e s are 
p lanned for 13 D e c e m b e r to tidy up 
the area around Nil Desperandum 
for our Chris tmas Par ty and early 
n e x t y e a r w e w i l l b e i n v o l v e d 
b u i l d i n g a w a l k i n g t r a c k in 
Namadgi - see the Outings Program 
for details. 

For those o f you w h o have not been 
involved in work part ies previously, 
c o m e a l o n g a n d g i v e o n e a try. 
Part icipants all seem to enjoy their 
day out in the open and there is the 
added satisfaction tha t something 
wor thwhi le has been achieved. No 
special skills are required, except a 
r e a d i n e s s to k n o c k o f f p r o m p t l y 
w h e n t h e f r e q u e n t s m o k o s a re 
called. 

L e n Haskew 

The August work party took on the 
pine wildings. Here the 'boss', Len 
Haskew, tackles a rather large one. 

Photo by Olive Buckman. 



Walking in the west coast 
wilderness - Part 2 
In February 1997, Kathy Saw, Judith Webster, Annette and Mike Smith, Di Thompson, David Large, and Pete 
and Annie Tedder did a 16-day walk on the remote west coast of Tasmania, starting from the rarely used Moores 
Valley airstrip. An edited and greatly abridged version of track notes of the first eight days appeared in the last 
issue of the NPA Bulletin. The walk continues. 

Day 9, February 15: Wreck Bay to 
Bond Bay (13km, 8hrs) 
5.30am - Kathy wakes us. It is dark 
a n d w e p a c k b y t o r c h l i g h t . A t 
7.30am promptly, Kathy leads us up 
the r idge line to emerge onto the 
but ton grass wi th in 2 0 0 m o f our 
camp . It is brilliant sunshine. 

T w o routes sugges t t hemse lves 
and may be termed the 'high' route, 
u s ing the D e Wi t t s as a na tura l 
pathway, or the l o w ' route through 
t h e pa s s wh ich is the wa te r shed 
be tween the Towtere r and Whi t e 
H o r s e C r e e k s . O u r i m m e d i a t e 
at tention is to avoid the s w a m p y 
g r o u n d o f T o w t e r e r C r e e k . T h i s 
impera t ive sees us veer ing to the 
higher and drier ground. 

W e m a k e g o o d p rog re s s in the 
light rain which is n o w falling, and 
after lunch w e move at first through 
thickish scrub a long Whi te Horse 
Creek, and walk across the low hills 
to the bay. W e cross the mouth of 
the creek and enjoy the walk around 
L a r s e n ' s R o c k s t o t h e she l t e r , 
arriving at 3 .30pm. 

Presumably, the two-sided shelter 
has been built on the site of the hut 
n o w m a r k e d on the m a p . A t ank 
supplies fresh water, al though there 
is no shortage o f small creeks along 
the beach. W e could find no trace o f 
t h e t r a c k in s u r r o u n d i n g t h i c k 
bauera, cutting grass and tea tree 
s c r u b . W o o d is s c a r c e bu t m o s t 
d isappoint ing is the litter o f beer 
c ans , b r o k e n g lass and rubb i sh , 
including a bath tub, strewn around 
the site and along the beach. A quick 
search up and down the beach does 
n o t o f fe r an a l t e r n a t i v e s i te so 
re luc tan t ly w e se t u p our c a m p . 
Later , w e ha l f fill a h e a v y d u t y 
plastic b a g w i th b e e r c a n s and 
broken glass and this will be taken 
out tomorrow. 

Day 10, February 16: Bond Bay to 
Melaleuca by the Southern Explorer 
Around 12.30pm an indistinct whi te 
b lob is seen, j u s t whe re the boat 
ought to be, and a few minutes later, 
there is no doubt. Don, the Southern 
Auroras a m i a b l e skipper , c o m e s 
a s h o r e to f e r r y u s on b o a r d . A 
w e l c o m e surpr ise waits o n board: 
fresh bread and a del icious salad 
lunch. A s the boat weighs anchor, 
there is not m u c h conversation. 

We call at Schooner Bay to collect 
G e r r y M a c N a l l y and t w o o t h e r 
bushwalkers f rom the Launces ton 
Club w h o have been explor ing the 
a r e a b e t w e e n S p a i n B a y and 
N o y h e n e r Beach over the last six 
days . W e swap ya rns about the area 
which Annie , Judith, Ka thy and I 
lasted visited in 1995. 

A s t h e b o a t m o v e s a l o n g t h e 
Channel , I t ake the opportuni ty to 
inspect Balmoral Hill, the Nar rows 
a n d M o u n t R u g b y t h r o u g h m y 
binoculars. T h e wes t face o f Mount 
Rugby, which w e intend to c l imb in 
a few days ' t ime, is uniformly steep 
bu t the outstanding feature o f this 
route is the h u g e rock slabs which 
can be slippery. 

It is a h a p p y pa r ty tha t f inally 
a r r ives a t M e l a l e u c a in the la te 
afternoon. T h e boat trip had been a 
perfect ending to the first part of the 
expedit ion and the wea the r for the 
crossing could not have been better. 
We collect the fresh food and our d a y 
packs wi th clean clothes from the 
airfield shed, settle in and have the 
luxury o f discussing w h a t w e wil l 
eat that night . Eve ryone is in h igh 
spirits and w e dr ink a toast to the 
safe and trouble-free complet ion o f 
the last 10 days . 

Annet te unselfishly volunteers to 
cook mince and vegies , assisted by 
David and Mike . 

Days 11 and 12, February 17-18: 
Rest days at Melaleuca 
Mela leuca o w e s its existence to the 
tin o re found underneath the soil. 
T h e ore b o d y has been worked since 
p r i o r t o W o r l d W a r T w o , w h e n 
Charles King took u p the lease. His 
son, Deny King, continued working 
the mine after the w a r and the mine 
is still be ing operated by the Wilsons 
w h o move the ore out in their yacht 
Rallinga. D e n y King 's house is n o w 
preserved by his daughters and is 
we l l w o r t h a vis i t as i s the bird 

Refreshed after two days' rest at Melaleuca, the group set out on Day 13 for The 
Narrows. Pictured are (I to r): Tim Walsh, Mike Smith, David Large, Kathy Saw, 

Annette Smith, Judith Webster, Annie Tedder and Pete Tedder. Photo by Di 
Thompson. 



On Balmoral Hill, 
Day 15, the group 
had a 360-degree 
view of hills and 
water. The Bathurst 
Channel is in the 
background. 
Pictured are (I to r): 
Mike Smith, Tim 
Walsh, Judith 
Webster, Pete Tedder, 
Annette Smith, 
Kathy Saw, Annie 
Tedder, and Di 
Thompson. Photo by 
David Large. 

o b s e r v a t o r y b u i l t t o c o u n t t h e 
incidence o f orange-bellied parrots, 
n o w an endangered species . 

When King built the airstrip in the 
' 6 0 s , t h e a r e a b e c a m e m o r e 
a c c e s s i b l e to w a l k e r s , a n d t h e 
un ique natural a t t ract ions o f the 
r e g i o n l e d to t h e S o u t h W e s t 
National Park being p laced on the 
World Heritage List. F r o m here, the 
b u s h w a l k e r c a n w a l k e i t h e r to 
Cockle Creek along the South Coast 
Track, or north along the Old Por t 
D a v e y T r a c k a n d a c r o s s t h e 
N a r r o w s to Sco t t s P e a k D a m o n 
Lake Pedder. A campsi te and t w o 
h u t s a r e p r o v i d e d f o r w a l k e r s . 
Nearby, a ranger ' s h u t has radio 
communicat ion to Hobar t . 

Day 13, February 19: Melaleuca -
The Narrows, (13km, 6hrs) 

A t the Narrows w e find the boats 
and launch them from the wooden 
s l i p w a y s . W i t h T i m a n d M i k e 
rowing, w e are all over in 45 minutes 
and a r r ive at the c a m p s i t e nea r 
Farrel Point after s ix hours easy, i f 
rather muddy, walking. 

Day 14, February 20: Unsuccessful 
attempt on Mount Rugby 
The 7.30am start was postponed due 
to o c c a s i o n a l ra in . W e set o f f at 
9 .00am for the boat , and Annie and 
Kathy r o w Tim and I 5 0 0 m to the 
far shore o f Da Bay. 

A n d then the rain starts, fairly 
heavily and does not let up; the wind 
picks u p sending a smal l chop down 
the bay and I begin to worry about 
the girls' ability to get b a c k when w e 
are all on the Rugby s ide o f the bay. 
A s M i k e ski l fu l ly l a n d s the l a s t 
boatload in the n o w increasing wind 
and r a in w e all s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
reach the same unhappy dec i s ion— 
abort. 

Day 15, February 21: Side trips to 
Balmoral Hill and Mount Beattie 
A l l u p b e f o r e s u n r i s e . W e w o r k 
s o l i d l y a n d a r e a w a y o n t i m e . 
Sunrise is hidden beh ind an eerie 
blanket o f mis t wi th visibil i ty down 
to 50m. The boat is launched, and 
quick as a flash Mike , David Ka thy 
and Di disappear into the swirl ing 
m i s t . . . O u t o f t h e m i s t , qu ie t ly , 
comes a large yacht, the Sea Eagle , 

under power and a male vo ice cal ls , 
I s Ka thy S a w there? ' 

T h e v o i c e ident i f ies h i m s e l f a s 
Paul Rand, an old ma te o f Kathy ' s 
from he r orienteering days. 

A s the crossing proceeds, Paul a n d 
M a r g a r e t R a n d j o i n u s in t h e i r 
dinghy, having anchored Sea Eagle 
in Clytie Cove nearby. A s to the i r 
knowledge o f Kathy's presence, t h e y 
had visited Melaleuca yesterday and 
had read our entry in the log. 

The mis t burns of f and b lue s k y 
gree ts us . Tents are e rec ted i n a 
hur ry and w e leave at 10 .30am fo r 
Balmoral Hill . 

W e wa lk easily a long the ridge t o p 
to avoid the thicker scrub and grass 
a long the shore. A t the top, our p r ize 
is a 360-degree unobstructed v i e w 
o f the countryside and par t icular ly 
o f the Bathurst Channel , gl i t ter ing 
under the bright sky. This v i e w wi l l 
s tay in m y m e m o r y for a long t ime . 
After a latish lunch b a c k at c a m p , 
only Mike , Annet te and I l eave for 
M o u n t B e a t t i e ( 7 k m ) i n m i d 
afternoon. It is an easy wa lk w i t h a 
good v i e w across Bathurs t H a r b o u r 
to the Western Arthurs and s traight 
d o w n Melaleuca Inlet as far as C o x 
B i g h t . I n t h e a f t e r n o o n , i t i s 
disappointing to see the sky c loud 
over but a pleasant surprise c o m e s 
in the form o f the Rands b e a r i n g 
beer and champagne for pre-dinner 
drinks. 

Day 16, February 22: Return to 
Melaleuca (13km) 
I t r a ins in the n i g h t a n d i t i s a 
d i s m a l d a y as w e l e a v e f o r 
M e l a l e u c a - l o w s t r a t o - c u m u l u s 

w i t h f r e q u e n t r a i n s q u a l l s . T h e 
t rack is predictably m u d d y and w e 
push on to the airstrip wi th only t w o 
brief stops, arriving at 11.50am. T h e 
c l o u d c e i l i n g i s w e l l b e l o w t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g hi l l s , so our p r iva te 
t h o u g h t s a r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
whe the r or not w e wil l get out b y 
p lane today. W e are greeted b y the 
s ight o f a par ty o f 12 walkers . T h e y 
tel l us tha t t h e y h a v e c o m e f rom 
C o c k l e Creek , a r r iv ing yesterday, 
a n d h a v e b e e n w a i t i n g s i n c e 
10.00am. T h e y wi l l have priori ty — 
so, assuming the wors t , w e claim the 
n e w hut, change into dry clothes and 
check our rat ions. 

In the hu t the m o o d is one o f quiet 
resignation mixed wi th an alertness 
f o r t h e s o u n d o f a n y i n c o m i n g 
aircraft. W e hear it, all rush out and 
are disappointed on seeing the green 
l ivery o f T A S A I R landing another 
par ty o f walkers . Ten minutes later, 
the h u m o f approaching aircraft i s 
heard and to our relief, the red livery 
o f Par Avion is seen. Tonight, after 
15 days , it wi l l be ho t showers and 
lots o f beer after all. 

A s w e gain height , m y mood is one 
o f quiet p leasure at the end o f our 
f i f t h s u c c e s s i v e T a s m a n i a n 
adventure. Benea th us , the br ight 
red, green and b lue waterproofs o f 
those start ing out a long the South 
C o a s t T r a c k are b r i e f t o r ches o f 
co lour in the otherwise drab b r o w n 
of bu t ton grass . A s w e fo l low t h e 
coast at l o w level, Annet te and D i 
are animated as the beautiful coast­
l i n e r e v e a l s i t s e l f i n a l l i t s 
moodiness . Judith sleeps. 

Pete Tedder 



The Boboyan Pines project 
A n n Connolly, project officer for the 
B o b o y a n P i n e s r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 
a d d r e s s e d the A u g u s t g e n e r a l 
mee t ing o f the assoc ia t ion . T h i s 
article has been prepared from the 
n o t e s w h i c h s h e u s e d for t h a t 
address. 

Background 
T h e Boboyan pines w e r e planted in 
1966 on 380 hectares of degraded 
grazing land. The area was included 
in the Gudgenby Nature Reserve in 
1979 and then in Namadgi National 
P a r k in 1 9 8 4 . In 1 9 8 3 w i l d f i r e 
d a m a g e d a b o u t h a l f o f t h e 
p l a n t a t i o n . T h e 1 9 8 6 N a m a d g i 
M a n a g e m e n t P lan ca l l ed for t h e 
r e m o v a l o f the p i n e s and rehab­
i l i ta t ion o f the a rea w i th na t ive 
species. 1996 saw the commence ­
ment of this work. 

First season of field operations 
A C T Forests began upgrading roads 
in the plantation in December 1996. 
Sections o f the road leading to the 
Hospital Creek compar tments had 
to b e w i d e n e d , o v e r h a n g i n g 
b r a n c h e s r e m o v e d , a n d d r a i n s 
formed. A m a j o r task w a s the laying 
of a p ipe and n e w c ross ing o v e r 
Bogong Creek. In the subsequent 
dry weather, logging t ruck traffic 
created bul l -dust in the Hospi ta l 
Creek area and upgrad ing o f t h e 
r o a d d u r i n g o p e r a t i o n s w a s 
necessary. The cross ing along the 
Old Boboyan Road became wide and 
deep requiring a concrete crossing 
to be laid in the fol lowing spring. 

T h e p l a n t a t i o n c o m p r i s e s 17 
c o m p a r t m e n t s a n d in t h e f i r s t 
season five o f these cover ing 119 
hec ta res w e r e fe l led and a s tar t 
m a d e o n a s i x t h . I n a d d i t i o n , 
N a m a d g i w o r k e r s h a v e f e l l e d 
s c a t t e r e d t r e e s w h i c h are n o t 
m a r k e t a b l e , in a f u r t h e r c o m ­
par tment . Mos t o f the felling h a s 
been done by A C T Forests with some 
b e i n g d o n e b y a c h a i n s a w g a n g 
contracted by the A C T Parks and 
Conservation Service. 

From the outset there has been a 
r ecogn i t ion o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f 
monitoring the impact o f operations 

on the g round and on water quality. 
Before w o r k in each compar tment 
begins , on-site inspect ions identify 
possible problem areas. The project 
officer then visits regular ly to check 
if p rob lems are developing and, if so, 
c o r r e c t i v e ac t ion i s p u t in h a n d . 
Water quali ty moni tor ing began in 
N o v e m b e r 1996 w i t h data b e i n g 
collected at six sites about every two 
w e e k s . Turbid i ty and p H are the 
e s s e n t i a l m e a s u r e s b u t t e m p ­
e r a t u r e , c o n d u c t i v i t y , d i s s o l v e d 
oxygen and low phospha te are also 
measured . 

Second season of field 
operat ions 
In N o v e m b e r 1997, A C T Parks and 
Conservat ion and A C T Forests wil l 
con f i rm t h e c o m p a r t m e n t s to b e 
felled, w i th work expec ted to begin 
in l a t e D e c e m b e r ' 9 7 or e a r l y 
January '98 . Further roadwork wil l 
be done on the Old Boboyan Road 
as f a r a s F r a n k s H u t a n d to 
compar tments beyond this. Rehab­
ilitation w o r k p lanned covers bo th 
site preparat ion and revegetat ion. 
The service is looking to burning the 
slash in four o f the compar tments 
already felled. This w o u l d provide a 
seed b e d and assist in the control o f 
p i n e w i l d i n g s . C S I R O and A C T 
fo res t s h a v e p r o v i d e d a d v i c e o n 
burn ing in each compar tment . 

R e v e g e t a t i o n i s e x p e c t e d t o 
commence with the selective sowing 
of seed in a way w h i c h will permit 
e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e t e c h n i q u e s 
a d o p t e d a n d the t e s t i n g o f t h e 
impact o f herbivores . Sites will be 
se lec ted after the b u r n i n g o f the 
slash. T h e A N U Research School o f 
Biological Sciences wi l l assist wi th 
the set t ing u p o f shelters to protect 
s e e d l i n g s a g a i n s t c o l d p h o t o 
inhibi t ion. 

Seed col lect ion a n d sowing 
trials 
T h e q u a n t i t y o f s eed col lec ted to 
date i s 2 5 5 k i l o g r a m s , s o m e w h a t 
l e s s t h a n h a l f t h e e s t i m a t e d 
requi rement o f 600 k i lograms. T h e 
i n d i c a t i o n s are t h a t the c o m i n g 
season wi l l not be a good one for seed 

collecting. A 50 square metre fenced 
plot has been established to test for 
the best season in which to sow seed. 

Interpretat ion a n d volunteer 
groups 
A display on the Boboyan project has 
been set up in the Namadgi Visitors 
Centre, a handout prepared for the 
p u b l i c and a s ign erected on t h e 
logging site. The employment o f a 
G r e e n Corps g r o u p and the es t ­
abl ishment o f a Boboyan volunteer 
group are being pursued. Volunteer 
tasks could inc lude the sowing o f 
s e e d , p l a n t i n g o f s e e d l i n g s , 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f f e n c e s and t h e 
control o f weeds . A wide appeal for 
volunteers is being considered wi th 
the N P A expected to take a leading 
role. 

Research 

C S I R O landscape ecologis ts f rom 
the Division o f Wildlife and Ecology 
( A C T ) are p repar ing r ecommend­
ations for the rehabilitation o f the 
area. A workshop held in July d r ew 
attention to factors such as the need 
to be realistic about what can b e 
done and how long it will take, the 
effects c l imate cou ld have on t h e 
p lant communi t i e s which deve lop 
and the need to recognise natural ly 
grassy areas w h i c h should not b e 
sown o r planted wi th trees. 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e a d d r e s s , A n n 
d rew attention to the high level o f 
c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n the P a r k s 
Service and A C T Forests which is 
evident in the project and stressed 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s f o r a 
successful outcome. 

Update 

Since del ivering her address, A n n 
has advised that tenders for further 
seed collecting are being called and 
preparat ions for the autumn burns 
are p roceed ing . In order to h a v e 
access to a range o f consultation and 
adv ice on the pro jec t , a B o b o y a n 
Pines Plantation Working Group i s 
being established. Invitations to jo in 
this group were extended in October 
a n d t o d a t e t h r e e r e p l i e s , a l l 
acceptances , have been received. 

Syd Comfort 



Victoria's National Parks - The Next Century 
Stephen Johnston, Ray Polglaze and 
Timothy Walsh attended the 
Victorian National Parks Ass­
ociation's conference on 24-25 
October. A field trip took place on 26 
October. 

T h e aim of the conference was to 
l o o k at issues crucial to the future 
m a n a g e m e n t o f V i c t o r i a ' s r e m ­
a r k a b l e c o n s e r v a t i o n r e s e r v e 
system*. Given the current Victorian 
Government ' s g r im determinat ion 
to commerc i a l i s e Victor ia 's pa rks 
sys t em, the confe rence cou ld no t 
have been more t imely or the topics 
discussed m o r e urgent . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e w a s o p e n e d , 
halfway through, b y the Victorian 
Minister for Conservation and Land 
Management , the H o n Marie Tehan 
M P . B e s i d e s a n n o u n c i n g t h e 
pu rchase o f several smal l threat­
e n e d g r a s s l a n d a r e a s a n d t h e 
possibility o f a marine national park 
in 1998, the Minister had little good 
news for Victorians. A long wi th her 
two senior parks bureaucrats , w h o 
also spoke at the conference, she 
seemed to have little understanding 
o f t h e r o l e o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s in 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n . A s w i t h 
conservative governments through­
o u t A u s t r a l i a a t t h e m o m e n t , 
m a n a g e m e n t b u z z w o r d s a r e 
r e p l a c i n g r e a l c o m m i t m e n t t o 
e x p a n d and p ro tec t conse rva t ion 
reserves. 

Very different language w a s used 
by mos t o f the other speakers! B ing 
Lucas , the internat ional ly k n o w n 
a n d a d m i r e d f o r m e r d i r e c t o r o f 
national parks in N e w Zealand and 
n o w vice president o f International 
U n i o n f o r t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n o f 
Nature ( IUCN) gave a lucid speech 
on nat ional pa rk activities world­
w i d e . H e d r e w a t t e n t i o n to t h e 
peri lous posit ion o f m a n y national 
parks in the U S A where commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s h a v e b e e n a l l o w e d to 
expand due to the political influence 
o f t h e i r p r o m o t e r s , a n d t o t h e 
det r iment o f nature conservat ion. 
H e then de sc r i bed severa l inter­
esting developments in the Pacific 
w h e r e t r u s t f u n d s s e t u p b y 

conservation groups are be ing used 
to e n c o u r a g e t h e p re se rva t ion o f 
natural vegetat ion to the benefi t o f 
the local people . 

D r K a r e n E d y v a n e , a S o u t h 
A u s t r a l i a n sc ien t i s t , d e l i v e r e d a 
b r i l l i a n t t a l k e n t i t l e d ' A r e p ­
resentative sys tem - the forgot ten 
areas' which pointed out graphical ly 
h o w mar ine protect ion in Aus t ra l ia 
has been domina ted by the Great 
Barr ier Reef and has neglec ted the 
e q u a l l y , i f n o t m o r e , i m p o r t a n t 
waters o f the temperate zone . 

Barry Traill o f the Victorian Trust 
for Nature pa in ted a b leak pic ture 
o f the rate at w h i c h birds in Victor ia 
are becoming ext inct because o f the 
m a s s i v e r e d u c t i o n i n n a t i v e 
g r a s s l ands a n d w o o d l a n d s . N e w 
reserves are desperately needed as 
are innovat ive means to pe r suade 
private landholders to conserve t h e 
nat ive vegetat ion still exist ing. 

D r K e n M a r r i o t t , a p r i v a t e 
recreational consultant, po in ted out 
that national parks could no t be all 
things to all peop le . The increas ing 
l e i su r e t i m e a v a i l a b l e t o p e o p l e 
means that other venues for walk ing 
the dog, picnics, cycling and so on 
mus t b e provided i f nat ional pa rks 
a r e t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r n a t u r e 
conservation role . 

Others to part icipate in the panel 
d i s c u s s i o n s a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
i n c l u d e d D o n S a u n d e r s , R o b y n 
Kruk, Ja imie Kirkpatrick, J e r e m y 
R e y n o l d s , D a v i d F o s t e r a n d b y 
videotape, Ros Garnett, the 91-year-
o l d f o u n d i n g s e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s ­
oc ia t ion . O n S a t u r d a y a f t e rnoon 
four workshops were held on pa rk 
s tewardship and protection, peop le 
and parks , pa rks and biodivers i ty 
and Aboriginal aspirations. 

The proceedings o f the conference 
w e r e summed u p b y D o u g H u m a im, 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n B u s h 
H e r i t a g e F u n d . H o p e a n d d i s ­
appointment w e r e his theme. D o u g 
e x p r e s s e d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t t h a t 
Aust ra l ian governments w e r e n o t 
heed ing the wa rn ings o f overseas 
experience in regard to the pitfalls 

a n d i r r e v e r s i b i l i t y o f c o m m ­
ercial isat ion o f nature conservat ion 
areas . He po in ted out that Tourism 
Victor ia had a strategy to p u s h for 
commercial development in national 
p a r k s b u t t h a t P a r k s V i c t o r i a 
a p p e a r e d t o h a v e n o v i s i o n , n o 
pass ion for na ture conservation and 
n o c o m m i t m e n t to publ ic consul t ­
a t ion. He emphas ised the n e e d for 
cons tant , c lear s ta tements on the 
purpose o f nat ional parks and w h a t 
w a s al lowed to take place in them. 
T h e profit mo t ive mus t neve r drive 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f national parks; 
t h e y mus t be proper ly resourced b y 
government . 

O n c e more the message is that the 
n e t w o r k o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s a s s ­
oc ia t ions m u s t s t r ive m i g h t i l y to 
p r e s e r v e a n d e x t e n d w h a t h a s 
already been achieved. This can only 
b e done b y a large , active, voca l and 
v ig i lant membersh ip . 

T w o field t r ips were ar ranged to 
'forgotten' areas o f vital conservation 
i m p o r t a n c e ; r e m n a n t B o x a n d 
I ronbark woodlands near Heathcote 
a n d nat ive grass lands o f the Merr i 
C r e e k ca tchment . 

I at tended the day-long excurs ion 
t o l ea rn abou t t h e threats to the 
r e m n a n t Box-Ironbark forests and 
woodlands . These are considered the 
m o s t threatened and least reserved 
wood land habi ta ts in Victoria. T h e y 
a re chock-a-b lock full o f r a r e and 
e n d a n g e r e d p l a n t a n d a n i m a l 
spec ies and are h i g h in biodiversity. 
T h e y are threatened by all the usual 
culpri ts: grazing, feral animals and 
p l a n t s , m i n i n g , f i re t r a i l s , r e s ­
ident ia l subdivis ion, eucalyptus oil 
ex t rac t ion and t imber ha rves t ing 
i n c l u d i n g d e v a s t a t i n g f i r e w o o d 
collection. The scientific evidence for 
t h e p re se rva t ion o f these cr i t ical 
hab i ta t s is we l l p roven . Conserv­
a t i o n i s t s i n V i c t o r i a a r e n o w 
l o b b y i n g t h e V i c t o r i a n a n d 
C o m m o n w e a l t h g o v e r n m e n t s to 
fulfil their long-standing p ledges to 
crea te adequate reserves for these 
vi ta l areas. 

Timothy W a l s h 



Prophecy is fulfilled 
On 15th June a small group o f NPA 
walkers set off along Grassy Creek 
to t ry their hand at t ime travel. N o 
Dr W h o and his Tardis, no General 
T h e o r y o f R e l a t i v i t y on ly k e e n 
imaginat ions , a bi t ing breeze and 
structures such as Brayshaw's Hut, 
Wes te rman ' s H o m e s t e a d and the 
remains of old fences were at hand 
to aid their task. 

Martin Chalk and the early 
property marker near border 

marker E2. Photo by Col McAlister. 

Everyone seemed to gain from the 
experience — stories shared, ideas 
about century-old rura l l ifestyles 
tested and historical sites revisited. 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y , at W e s t e r m a n ' s 
Homestead, Ian Bell, a guest o f mine 
f o r t h e w a l k , f o u n d a p i e c e o f 
newspr in t da ted 17 A u g u s t 1917 
plastered to the wall . 

Din ing the course o f the walk M a x 
Lawrence frequently remarked on 
the fragility o f these historical sites. 
A bushfire or vandal ism could spell 
the end to days such as these. The 
importance o f Max's words rang true 
when we visi ted Harold Chauncy's 
1910 proper ty survey mark on the 
B o b o y a n D i v i d e and the n e a r b y 
border survey mark left by Freddie 

J o h n s t o n in 1 9 1 5 . T h o s e w i t h 
cameras w e r e keen to record these 
r e l i c s , as t h e i r wonde r fu l f o r e s t 
set t ing w a s clearly a threat to then-
survival. Little did I know h o w near 
the end was . 

Some three weeks later I returned 
to these marks to photograph them 
in the snow. Chauncy 's was in p lace , 
p roud and e rec t , adver t i s ing the 
l o c a t i o n o f w h a t w a s o n c e a 
boundary on Thomas Westerman 's 
property. Satisfied wi th m y work , I 
set off for Johnston 's border su rvey 
mark. 

I f o u n d t h e l o c a t i o n w i t h o u t 
difficulty but not the tree. Puzzled , 
I l o o k e d f u r t h e r a f i e l d , e v e r 
c o n s c i o u s o f n o t r u i n i n g a 
potent ia l ly good pho to by leav ing 
foot prints all over the snow. After a 
short t ime I found the cairn w h i c h 
had cued M a x and me, in our search 
for the m a r k three weeks earlier. I 
looked in the direct ion o f the t ree -
n o t h i n g . W i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s ­
a p p o i n t m e n t and s o m e sadness I 
realised that Max ' s words had c o m e 
true. T h e old t ree had succumbed , 
not to bushfire but to wind. Two very 
windy periods had occurred since w e 
visited the site and I suspect o n e o f 
t h e s e w a s t h e c a u s e o f F r e d d i e 

Freddie Johnson's border 
marker E42. 

Photo by Col McAlister. 

Johns ton ' s h a n d i w o r k n o w ly ing 
face down in the snow. 

So, those who obtained photos o f 
Johnston's border survey mark on 
that cool day in June, care for them. 
T h e y m a y be useful and valuable. 

Mart in Chalk 

Freddie Johnston's now prostrate survey tree on the Boboyan Divide. 
Photo by Olive Buckman. 



1 4 - 1 5 February weekend car camp 3 A 

Kosciuszko Ref: Mount Kosciusko 1:50 0 0 0 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 6281 4 2 6 8 

W c will leave Canberra Friday evening and set up camp at Sawpil Creek. 

O n Saturday wc walk the Main Range circuit from Charlottes Pass, taking 

in M t Kosciuszko summit, Lake Albina, Carruthers Peak, Blue Lake and 

the Snowy. O n Sunday we will do a shorter walk in the morning, perhaps 

to Porcupine Rocks, returning to Canberra after lunch. Join us for one or 

both days. Phone leader for derails, and book early so a reservation can be 

made at the campground. 4 0 0 kms, $ 8 0 per car (plus camping fee and 

KNP enrry). 

2 1 - 2 2 February weekend packwalk 1A 

Goodradigbee River, W e e Jasper Ref: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Leader: Fiona MacDonald Brand Phone: 6 2 4 7 9 5 3 8 

Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A relaxing and easy weekend on 

the Goodradigbee River near Micalong Creek. Great campsite with 

swimming and fishing. 160 kms, $ 3 2 per car. 

2 5 February daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leaden Col McAlister Phone; 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

The February edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

28 February daywalk 

M t Domain 

Leader: Len Haskew 

1A 

Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Meet at picnic area carpark on Uriarra road just off the Cotter road (near 

Duffy) at 8.30am. A short walk with a climb o f 6 8 0 m . The walk starts at 

the Fishing Gap firetrail and then proceeds along a roughish track to M t 

Domain and a good {but distant) view of Ginini Falls if they are flowing. 

The distance is less than 10km, so we can take the climb slowly. 7 0 kms, 

$14 per car (plus entrance to T N R if applicable). 

28 February to 1 March weekend packwalk 

Euranbene Mountain and Woila Clearing 
3 A / D / E / F 

Refs:Badja, 

Snowball 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Phil Gatenby Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this partly exploratory walk in 

Deua National Park. Camp at a clearing on Woila Creek. A climb of 

almost 1100 metres on the second day. 360kms, $72 per car. 

1 March Sunday daywalk 

Cathedral Rocks 

Leader: Col McAlister 

2 A / C / E 

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A climb from the Orroral 

campground of some 4 0 0 m to hill 1316, and then a descent of about 

100m to Cathedral Rocks - an immense rock formation. A bit of a scramble 

up the rocks to magnificent views across the Orroral Valley. Return via 

Orroral homestead and track to campground. 70 kms, $14 per car. 

7 - 8 March weekend packwalk 

Corang Circuit 

Leader: Mike Smith 

2 A / D / E 

Ref: Corang 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Contact leader by Friday 2 7 Feb for details. A walk from the W o g W o g 

entrance to the Budawangs via Corang Peak to camp near Canowie Brook. 

Next day follow Corang River (some scrub bashing) to Corang Lagoon 

for lunch and another swim, and then return to W o g W o g along the 

track. 2 5 0 kms, $ 5 0 per car. 

8 March Sunday family walk 

Gudgenby River 

Leader: Eleanor Stodart 

IB 

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

Bring a dip net and magnifying glass to look for creepy crawlies in the 

river, and a'picnic lunch. Please phone leader by preceding Wednesday. 

100 kms. $ 2 0 per car. 

14 - 16 March long weekend packwalk 2 / C / D / E 

M t Talaterang Reference: C M W Budawangs 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 251 6 8 1 7 (h), 2 7 9 1326 (w) 

Contact leader by Wednesday 11 March. After a long drive with stops at 

Fitzroy Falls and Cambewarra Mountain, an easy two and a half hour 

walk to camp at the top of Ngaityung Falls - a spectacular spot with views 

into Pigeon House Gorge. Next day walk to M t Talaterang without packs, 

returning to campsite. Return to Canberra Monday. 4 0 0 kms, $ 8 0 per 

16 March Canberra Day 

A C T Alive 

Contacts 

Max Lawrence; 

Yvonne Bartos: 

Lawns opposite O l d Parliament House 

6 2 8 8 1370 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 <w) 

6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

W e are asking members to help the N P A by calling in to our tent and 

spending up to a couple of hours answering questions about the Association 

and its aims, and about the display. You will also have the opportunity to 

see the other interesting stalls at this popular exhibition. Please phone if 

you can help. 

2 1 - 2 2 March daywalks and/or weekend carcamp 1 A 

Minnamurra Rainforest, Barren Grounds Ref: N P W S brochures 

Leaders: Max Lawrence and Len Haskew 

Phone 

Max: 6 2 8 8 1370(h) , 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

Len: 6 2 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Phone leader well ahead to enable bookings to be made at campsite. W e 

will take the long but enjoyable drive to Minnamurra Rainforest (in 

Budderoo National Park near Kiama) on Saturday morning, and explore 

the forest and Minnamurra Falls in the afternoon. O n Saturday evening 

wc will camp, probably at nearby Jamberoo. O n Sunday wc will take 

some of the walks at beautiful Barren Grounds Nature Reserve, lunch at 

Robertson, view some of the many waterfalls in the area (optional), and 

motor home. Come for one or both days. 500kms, $ 1 0 0 per car (plus 

$7 .50 park entrance fee, plus camp fee). 

2 5 March daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

The March edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 8 - 2 9 March 

Namadgi W o r k Party 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone; 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

This work party will involve constructing a small length of track at the 

Boboyan Road end of the Brandy Flat firetrail. Come for one or both 

days. Work parties are an opportunity for members to get together under 

fairly relaxed conditions and to do a little bir for Namadgi. Please phone 

for details. 

March packwalk (dates to be negotiated) 2 A / B / C / D 

Orroral to Kiandra Ref: Tantangara 1:100 0 0 0 

Leader: Graham Scully Phone; 6 2 3 0 3 3 5 2 

A seven day walk for those who savour the pauses as well as the going, 

through the Cotter, Bimberi, Oldfields Hut, Old Currango, Currango 

(for a hot shower and bed) , Tantangara D a m , Hains Hut on the 

Murrumbidgee, W i l d Horse Plain to Kiandra. G o o d trout fishing. 

Expressions of interest to leader, Number limited to eight. 

PARKWATCH: Wilderness or Wilderless 
The recent debate about the closing of the Newhaven Gap road Bhould 
now be put in perspective. This event, together with the GroBe 
Wilderness nomination proposed by the Confederation (of 
Bushwalking Clubs - NSW) in February 1966 could mean that we 
bushwalkers will have to walk further to our favourite places. I'm 
sure we can expect to hear about more road closures in the future. 

I have been reading a few of the old issues ofThe Bushwalker, and 
it's quite enlightening to see how the old time bushwalkers took it in 
their stride (no pun intended) to walk from Katoomba Station along 
Narrowneck. Or from Blackheath Station to Perry's Lookdown to start 
a walk that we now do in a couple of hours. I'm sure they had a 
feeling of great satisfaction arriving by steam train on Friday night, 
walking down Perry's Lookdown in the dark to spend a few hours in 
the magnificent Blue Gum they had so recently saved from the axe. 
Whereas we complain about walking a few extra kilometres to our 
favourite spot. In the years to come I'm sure we will come to accept 
these changes and realise the extra effort is worth it! 

Editorial, The Bushwalker, Spring Issue-August, 1997 



NPA outings program 
December 1 9 9 7 - M a r c h 1998 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and cam pi Jig require­

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy co suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have somerhing in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 

you think of rhem, with a suggested dare. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Patks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in ail respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D BY T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to rhe nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks grading* 
Distance grad ing (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 1 0 k m to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 20 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

13 December (Saturday) 
Tidbinbilla work party 

Leader: Max Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1370 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

Maintenance and dcaningup wt>rk will take place in the Nil Desperandum 

homestead and immediate environs, not only with a view to getting ready 

for tomorrow's Christmas party, but also with a view to helping rhe long 

term conservation of this wonderful remnant of our bush heritage. Those 

who wish to do so may be able to sleep overnight prior to the Christmas 

Party. Phone leader for details and to register your participation. 

14 December [Sunday) 

Christmas Party 

Contact: Max Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1370 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

Following on from last year's happy occasion, this year's Christmas patty 

will again be at Nil Desperandum in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, Because 

of access problems (a number of locked gates through private property), 

it will again be necessary to form car convoys starting from just outside of 

the main entrance gates to T N R . Convoys will leave from this venue at 

11 am and 12noon sharp, so don't be late or you'll miss out. Convoys will 

also be organised for the trip out, starting at 3pm. Bring a picnic lundi, 

and any goods or gear you want to sell in our auction (and money to buy 

other peoples' stnfFthat takes your fancy!). There will also be guided walks 

around some of the Nil Desperandum environs, which indude a eucalyptus 

still, a garden, and even a very old koala enclosure! 

2 ! December Sunday daywalk 

Long Point 

Leader; Col McAlister 

2 A / B 
Ref:Caoura 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at the netball centre just past the Dickson traffic lights on 

Norrhbourne Avenue at 8.00am. Drive to Long Point near Marulan, then 

walk down a track into the Shoalhaven Gorge. Excellent views of the river 

on rhe way down. A swim, and then lunch on a sandy beach. A long haul 

back up to the cars. 250kms, $50 per car. 

4 January Sunday walk 3 A 

M t Gingera via Stockyard Spur Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A diallenging 9 0 0 metre climb for fit walkers. Starting from Corin Dam 

car park we go to Pryors Hut and then (optional) on to Mt Gingera. The 

first 500 metres is unrelentingly steep but the rewards, particularly the 

views and changing vegetation, make it all worthwhile. Meet at Kambah 

Village shops at 8.00am. 120 kms, $24 per car. 

11 January Sunday daywalk 2 A / B / C / E 

East Booroomba Hill Refs: Corin Dam, Williamsdale 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 2 5 4 3 7 3 8 

Phone leader for details and bookings. A circuit walk down the Alpine 

Track to Bushfold Flats, then up the ridge of the unnamed hill east of 

Booroomba Rocks ro a rock slab on the summit which gives great views 

of the whole Blue G u m Creek area. Mostly offtrack - could be fairly 

scrubby in patches. 60kms, $ 12 per car. 

18 January Sunday walk 2 /A 

Brindabella Range Ramble Ref: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 2 7 9 I326 (w) , 251 6817(h) 

Meet at picnic area carpark on Utiarra road just off the Cotter road (near 

Duffy) at 8 30am A fitc trail walk through the tall 'shady' forest between 

the Cotter River and the Brindabella Road. Nestled in a south east facing 

valley this moist temperate/alpine eucalyptus forest provides for pleasant 

walking even in summer. Some views of Canberra. 80 kms, $ 16 per car. 

24 - 2 6 January long weekend packwalk 4 A / E 

Scabby, Kelly and Burbidge Refs: Rendezvous Creek, 

Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 7 3 8 (h) 

A classic three day Namadgi circuit from Boboyan pines to Mt Scabby, 

along the ridge to M t Kelly, side trip to M t Burbidge, and back to the 

cats. Phone leader early for details and bookings. 100 kms, $ 2 0 per car. 

2 8 January daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leaden Yvonne Bartos Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

The January edition o f our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

1 February Sunday walk 2 AVB 

Fishing G a p to Cotter River Reference: Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8.30am. Drive to Tidbinbilla, walk on 

fire trail to Fishing Gap. From there a track drops down to the Cotter 

River, where we will have a leisurely lunch before returning. 60 kms, $ 1 2 

per car. 

7 February Saturday daywalk 2 A / B / C 

Ginini - Gingera circuit Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Martin Chalk Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 (w), 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 (h) 

Meet at picnic area carpark on Uriarra road just offthc Colter road (near 

Duffy) at 8 .00am. Walk from M t Ginini car park to Mt Gingera via M t 

Ginini and Pryors Hut (avoiding Little Ginini mountain). From M t 

Gingera we will return to cars via Snowy and Cheyenne Flats. 130 kms, 

$ 2 6 per car. 

8 February Sunday daywalk 1A 

Orroral Valley East Ref: Rendezvous Creek t:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Beverley H a m m o n d Phone: 6 2 8 8 6 5 7 7 

Meet at 9 .00am at Kambah Village shops. Walk the newly marked track 

from Orroral campground to Nursery Swamp carpark and Orroral 

homestead, Short car shuffle. 7 0 kms, $14 per car. 



Patagonia, Trekkers Dreamland 
Torres del Paine National Park, Chile 
Torres del Paine Nat ional Park in 
Patagonia is located on the easten 
s lopes o f the A n d e s Cordil lera, in 
Chile. The park is 400 k m north o f 
the regional capital, Puenta Arenas , 
and 150 k m from the nearest town, 
Puer to Natales . The uniqueness o f 
the pa rk w a s r ecogn i sed in 1978 
w h e n it w a s given a wor ld heri tage 
status b y U N E S C O . 

I had been d reaming o f t rekking 
in Patagonia for a ve ry long t ime. 
The Torres del Paine circuit is the 
longes t and one o f the m o s t popular 
t reks in the park. T h e full circuit, 
a b o u t 86 k m , is n o n a l l y d o n e in 
seven days . S ide tr ips and rest days 
m i g h t s t r e t c h t h e w a l k o u t t o 
10 days or more . 

The craggy mounta ins o f the park 
made a breathtaking sight when I 
first v iewed them from the road. I 
crossed the br idge on the Ascencio 
River then fol lowed the t rack to the 
m o u n t a i n g r o u p c a l l e d M a c i z o 
Paine . This is the hear t o f the park 
wi th m o s t unique features mcluding 
s o m e o f the mos t spectacular peaks 
in the world , composed of granitic 
rock 12 000 000 years ago. 

T h e torres themse lves are three 
distinctive pinnacles o f hard Andean 
rock. T h e summi t o f the imposing 
ta l les t ' t o w e r ' s t ands s o m e 2 9 0 0 
metres above sea level and overlooks 
the intensely glaciated and barren 
surroundings. 

Next , the pa th leads across bare 
coun t ry full o f wh i t e dais ies and 
calafate berry bushes near the Paine 
River and then c l imbs over r idges 
a n d a p a s s w i t h a w o n d e r f u l 
panorama o f Lake Paine below. A n 
exci t ing exper ience quickened m y 
pulse in the evening. Sitt ing with 
friends around the campfire I saw a 
huge white puma! S h e observed us 
f o r a f e w m i n u t e s b e f o r e s h e 
d isappeared into the surrounding 
forest. It was an amazing moment . 
Next day, after a few hours walk, w e 
c a m e to the spec t acu la r D i c k s o n 

L a k e w i t h i t s i m p r e s s i v e 
backdrop , Dickson Glacier. 

Fol lowing the trail, pass ing by 
the D o g s River through a rich 
beech forest, I reached the John 
G a r n e r pa s s , at 1300 me t re s , 
the h ighes t point on the circuit. 
T h e v i e w o f t h e e n o r m o u s 
Glacier Grey, a fractured mass 
o f ice 17 k m - l o n g c h o k i n g the 
va l ley , w a s an a w e - i n s p i r i n g 
one . F r o m here, a s t eep t rack 
descends into light b e e c h forest 
t o w a r d s w h e r e G l a c i e r G r e y 
d i s g o r g e s i n t o L a k e G r e y , 
sending numerous i cebergs to 
gradual ly drift south across the 
lake's turquoise waters . 

Another par t o f this t rek leads 
to the magnif icent C u e n o s del 
P a i n e . T h e r e are i n t e r e s t i n g 
j a g g e d t u r r e t s o f a r e s i s t an t 
layer o f sedimentary b lack shale 
cover ing the granite base . 

A f t e r t w o w e e k s i n t h i s 
amazing place, wi th its diversity 
o f flora and fauna, I left Torres 
del Pa ine Nat iona l P a r k wi th 
the feeling that it fully deserves 
its wor ld her i tage status. 

B a s i a M e d e r 

The Torres del Paine, Patagonia, 
Chile. Photo by Basia Meder. 

The Cuernos del Paine, Torres del Paine National Park. 
Photo by Basia Meder. 



Book review 

Australian Alps Walking Track 
Australian Alps Walking Track: 
Walhalla to Canberra: Map Guide, 
p r o d u c e d by the Aus t r a l i an A l p s 
Liaison Commit tee in October 1996. 
Price $4 .00 . 

A s t h e A u s t r a l i a n A l p s W a l k i n g 
Track has not yet been marked on 
e i t h e r t h e N S W o r A C T t o p o ­
g raph ica l or commerc i a l w a l k i n g 
m a p s and as some sections o f the 
t r a c k are i nco r r ec t l y m a r k e d on 
Victorian maps , the Austral ian Alps 
L ia i son C o m m i t t e e has p r o d u c e d 
this bookle t as an inter im measure . 
It should be o f va lue to walkers and 
m a p make r s alike. 

Twenty-four pages in length and 
A 4 in size, the booklet covers the full 
l e n g t h o f t h e 5 6 0 k m t r a c k i n 
16 'sketch' maps . Consequent ly the 
scale used is rather small , ranging 
in size from 1:100 000 to 1:180 000. 
Warnings are given on all maps -
*Not to be used for navigation' , and 
a list o f relevant topographical maps 
(most ly 1:25 000) is provided at the 
foot o f each map . The main purpose 
o f the bookle t is to allow walkers to 
t ransfer t h e official r ou t e o f the 
Australian Alps Walking Track onto 

their o w n m o r e de ta i led wa lk ing 
maps . O n c e out there , o f course , 
walkers can deviate from the official 
Alps Track as much as they like, but 
n o w they ' l l al l k n o w w h e n they 
aren't on T H E track. 

Two pages o f very general advice 
is provided at the beginning o f the 
booklet, but little detailed text about 
the actual route is provided. Maps 1 
to 7 and 10 to 14 have no text at all, 
w h i l e m a p s 8 and 9 ( f rom Mit ta 
Mitta River to Cowombat Flat Track 
- 8 0 k m s ) s h a r e t w o p a g e s , and 
d i r e c t i o n s f r o m t h e r o u t e o n 
m a p s 15 a n d 16 ( M u r r u m b i d g e e 
River to Murrays G a p to Namadgi 
"Visitors Centre - 78kms) fit onto a 
m e r e t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f a p a g e . 
Therefore, John Siseman's Alpine 
Walking Track will still be essential 
reading for those intending to wa lk 
the track. For the A C T section o f the 
t r a c k t h e L i a i s o n C o m m i t t e e 
suggest Ian Fraser and Margare t 
M c J a n n e t t ' s Over the Hills and 
Tharwa Way and o u r o w n N P A 
Track Notes published in NPA of the 
ACT's Bullet ins be read. 

While i t is ve ry flattering that the 

Liaison Commit tee used an ed i ted 
vers ion o f the article I wrote on the 
s e c t i o n o f t h e w a l k b e t w e e n 
N a m a d g i Information Centre and 
Booroomba Rocks for this booklet , 
I wish they'd taken the effort wh i l e 
they were shortening m y article to 
swing it round so that i t followed the 
same direct ion as the rest o f the 
b o o k , ( t ha t i s , f r o m V i c t o r i a t o 
Canberra) . A t first reading, i t w a s 
quite disconcerting, k n o w i n g f rom 
t h e t i t l e t h a t t h e T r a c k w a s 
described from Victoria to the A C T , 
to discover they'd changed direct ion 
for the final day. Then on re-reading 
one d iscovers that they 'd done i t 
deliberately and jus t added a smal l 
c lue in the heading to clarify the 
s i t u a t i o n . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , w h e n 
preparing for our N P A articles w e 
walked the track from B o o r o o m b a 
back to the Information Centre - the 
easier down-hill way. I then h a d to 
sit d o w n at home and struggle wi th 
d e s c r i b i n g the r o u t e in r e v e r s e 
order. I f only the Liaison Commit tee 
had known . They could have used 
m y original notes! 

One m o r e small point , I wish the 
authors had not c la imed in the t i t le 
that the track goes to Canberra. I f 
they 'd said Tha rwa (or N a m a d g i ) 
instead, at least people unfamil iar 
wi th the A C T end of the track w o u l d 
have to look up a m a p to find out 
that it is an out-of-town ending and 
that no public transport wou ld b e 
available to them. Ei ther the wa lk 
goes from Melbourne to Canberra 
(which it doesn't at e i ther end) o r i t 
goes from Walhalla to T h a r w a (or 
Namadgi Information Centre) . 

Overall , it is a very wel l -produced 
b o o k l e t , in four c o l o u r s a n d o n 
qual i ty paper, w h i c h wil l be v e r y 
helpful to those w h o embark on this 
m a j o r A u s t r a l i a n w a l k i n g a d ­
venture , and well w o r t h the four 
dollars it costs. 

Babet te Scougal l 

NPA Bulletin 1997 
All four 1997 issues o f the Bulletin 
were prepared and distr ibuted by 
tiie Bulletin Working Group wi th 
G r e e n W o r d s c o n t i n u i n g to b e 
responsible for the layout of each 
issue. In addit ion to reducing the 
cost o f product ion o f the Bulletin, 
this a r rangement has facilitated 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a c l o s e r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m e m b e r s 
and their journa l . 

T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e Bulletin 
Working G r o u p whose efforts have 
made this possible have earned the 
appreciat ion o f the commit tee and 
members o f the Associat ion. Roger 
Green and his staffat Green Words 
and Dianne in the N P A office are 
also to be congratulated on fitting 

into the a r r angemen t in such a 
helpful way. I would be delighted 
to hea r f r o m any m e m b e r w h o 
would like to become involved with 
the Bulletin in any w a y in the 
coming year. 

T h e r e w o u l d b e n o Bulletin 
without the contr ibutions o f our 
writers and photographers and to 
them and to all w h o have assisted 
in preparat ion and distribution in 
1 9 9 7 , I e x t e n d m y p e r s o n a l 
thanks. To our readers , I wou ld 
l ike to express m y appreciation for 
your cont inuing support . 

Syd Comfort 
Convenor 

Bulletin Work ing Group 



From roots to soaring petrels -
weeding on Lord Howe Island 
Lord H o w e Island is a Wor ld Heritage Area wi th serious 
w e e d p rob lems . Cl imbing asparagus fern winds over 
na t ive vegetat ion stifling it, in a l imited but densely 
affected area around the sett lement, and the ground 
asparagus fern forms a dense ground cover over a m u c h 
w i d e r and expanding area. Guava trees have become 
es tabl ished in pockets in the southern end o f the island 
w i t h t h e p o t e n t i a l t o s p r e a d i n t o i n a c c e s s i b l e 
mounta inous terrain. Bi tou bush and bridal creeper are 
presen t bu t no t rampant . 

In M a y I once again organised a group to go to the 
I s l a n d a n d do s o m e w e e d i n g . I n c l u d e d w e r e N P A 

John and Lois Perry really get down to it, grubbing 
out underground stems of asparagus fern. Photo 
Eleanor Stodart. 

members , Lois and John Perry. W e tackled the same 
a rea o f c l i m b i n g a s p a r a g u s f e rn a s l a s t y e a r , b y 
physical ly digging i t out, a ve ry demand ing process as 
it spreads by underground s tems and can shoo t from 
small r emnants . S t e m s that d i sappeared u n d e r t ree 
roots w e r e scraped and anointed wi th R o u n d u p . 

We w e r e very p leased to see significant improvemen t 
in the smal l area whe re w e worked, bu t m o r e impor tant 
was the w o r k be ing done by the islanders themselves . 
The L o r d H o w e Is land Board has surveyed res idents 
with t h e a im of prepar ing a w e e d strategy, and wi th a 
Federal Government Wor ld Her i tage grant has begun a 
program o f cutting off the c l imbing asparagus fern above 
ground wi th a follow u p spray o f the regrowth in about 
six m o n t h s w h e n i t s h o u l d b e v i g o r o u s a n d m o s t 
suscep t ib le to p o i s o n i n g . S u c h a p r o g r a m h a s been 
successful on the nor th coast o f N e w South Wales . W o r k 
has also been done poisoning and cutt ing out the guava 
trees. I t w a s very satisfying for m y group to see this 
work underway and the recogni t ion that a sustained 
program w a s needed. 

Be tween bouts o f weed ing w e h a d t ime to do some 
walks a n d s igh t see ing , en joyab l e in i t s e l f bu t also 
provid ing opportuni t ies to t a lk about w h a t w e were 
doing. 

C l imbing Moun t G o w e r is exc i t ing for its phys ica l 
structure and for the tameness o f the wildlife. F r o m a 
low b ranch a cur rawong o f un ique is land race oversaw 
our l unch on the mounta in top , and w o o d h e n s (not so 
long a g o on the ve rge o f ext inct ion) wa lked r ight u p to 
us looking for c rumbs (they can b e seen bu t are m u c h 
shye r n e a r sea l e v e l ) . B u t m o s t e x c i t i n g w e r e t h e 
providence petrels. B y mak ing a loud noise y o u can call 
them ou t o f the sky where , by the thousand, they perform 
sldlful aerobatics wi th the greatest o f ease. W h e n they 
land y o u can pick t h e m up. The one I picked u p decided 
to treat m e like a t ree and cl imbed u p m y a rm and onto 
m y shoulder to take off. Because they burrow in amongst 
trees t hey often have to cl imb the trees us ing b e a k and 
feet to g r ip before they can take off. It is wor th a special 
trip to M o u n t Gower w h e n the petrels are in res idence 
(about Apr i l to October) . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

A providence petrel prepares for take-off by climbing 
up on Eleanors shoulder. Photo Lois Perry. 

N P A C h r i s t m a s P a r t y 1 9 9 7 
S u n d a y , 1 4 t h D e c e m b e r 

at Nil D e s p e r a n d u m in Tidbinbilla Nature R e s e r v e 

Car convoys will depart for the homestead from 
Tidbinbilla main entrance gates at 11 am and 12 noon. 
Picnic lunch (BYO), guided walks and Christmas auction. 

Further details are in the Outings Program. 



Calendar 

Activity Dec Jan F e b M a r c h 

Committee Meeting Thur 4 Thurs 5 Thurs 5 

Reg's Birthday Walk Sun 7 

Launch of Reptiles and 
Frogs of the ACT Tues 9 

ACT Christmas Party Sun 14 

General Meetings Thurs 19 Thurs 19 

Details o f N a m a d g i and Environment Sub Commit tee meet ings are available f rom the convenors . 

F u r t h e r details: 

Commit tee and Sub Commit tees - Secretary 

Bulletin Work ing Group - Syd Comfort : 6286 2578 Ch) 

Other Events - Out ings Program 
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General meetings Held at 8pm, Room J, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

Thursday 19 February. Discover the Canning Stock Route . This mus t b e one o f the world 's best 
4 W D Tracks. Eleanor Stodart and Reet Vallak wil l present s o m e reflections o n the history o f the Canning 
and show us s o m e o f its wildflowers. 

Thursday 19 M a r c h . A pinch of t ime: a naturalist's musings . W e all think about t ime: h o w w e do so 
in relation to environmental matters both creates and resolves p rob lems . A n Austral ian natural his tory 
exploration, both light hearted and serious, specifically designed for N P A b y Ian Fraser. Ian is a local 
naturalist, author, broadcaster and educator. 

Thursday 16 Apri l . Tasmania's West Coast wi lderness . Pe te r Tedder has j ou rneyed to the western 
coast o f Tasmania five t imes, to date. Peter will tell us something about the a rea and w h y it attracts h i m so 
much . He wi l l also give us some practical details about his j ou rneys . 


