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NPA Committee 1999 
A t t h e A u g u s t A n n u a l G e n e r a l 
Meeting, the associat ion was unable 
to fill the pos i t ions o f President and 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t a n d t h a t t h e r e 
remained vacanc ies for Commi t tee 
m e m b e r s . S u b s e q u e n t l y , r e t i r i ng 
president Cl ive Hur ls tone offered to 
accept the posi t ion o f President for 
a further six m o n t h period and at 
i t s S e p t e m b e r m e e t i n g t h e 
C o m m i t t e e a g r e e d tha t he be c o -
opted. Since then, David Large has 
offered to se rve on the Commi t tee 
and has b e e n co-opted . Cl ive and 
David are to b e congra tu la ted on 
their acceptance o f these posi t ions. 
However, the Commi t t ee situation 
r e m a i n s c r i t i c a l w i t h t h e V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t p o s i t i o n a n d t h r e e 
Commi t tee pos i t ions still unfil led 
and t h e p o s i t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t 
becoming v a c a n t ear ly in the n e w 
year. The associat ion faces another 
busy year; Clive 's article on research 
grants and Nevi l le Esau's outl ine o f 
the E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commit tee ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s i n d i c a t e s o m e o f t h e 
associat ion 's c o m m i t m e n t s . T h e s e 
can only be m e t through a depth o f 
support from within the association. 
M e m b e r s a r e u r g e d to c o n s i d e r 
whe the r t h e y c a n p l a y a pa r t b y 
offering to se rve on the Commit tee . 

S y d Comfor t 

New committee members 
1. Jacqui Cole 

1. Jacqui Cole. Photo Col MacAlister. 2. Neville Esau. Photo supplied. 

3. David Large. Photo Pete Tedder. 4. Steven Forst. Photo Col MacAlister. 

Association awarded research grant 
The National Parks Association A C T 
has been awarded $26 250 under the 
A C T Env i ronmen t Grants S c h e m e 
by the Minis te r for Urban Services 
B r e n d a n S m y t h . T h i s i s a v e r y 
s ign i f ican t o u t c o m e for the N P A 
giving us an oppor tuni ty to m a k e a 
major contr ibut ion to conservat ion 
po l i cy in t h e A C T . H o w e v e r , t h i s 
y e a r ' s g r a n t h a s n o s p e c i f i c 
component to suppor t the Bulletin. 

T h e g r a n t i s to fund the NPA's 
r e s e a r c h a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l w r i t i n g 
o f s u b m i s s i o n s on " c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m a n a g e m e n t o f A C T p a r k s a n d 
o the r p u b l i c l a n d s " . U n d e r t h i s 
g e n e r a l h e a d i n g t h e m a j o r 
p ro jec t s a re : 

• p u t t i n g f o r w a r d t h e N P A ' s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r t h e 

s t r u c t u r e and c o n t e n t o f t h e 
second Namadgi National Park 
m a n a g e m e n t plan, supported by 
the provis ion o f information and 
analys is 

p u t t i n g f o r w a r d t h e N P A ' s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s fo r t h e 
s t r u c t u r e and con ten t o f A C T 
F o r e s t s n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
managemen t plans, supported by 
the provis ion o f information and 
analys is 

p r e p a r i n g s u b m i s s i o n s on 
implementa t ion plans for those 
A C T p a r k s and rese rves w i th 
approva l plans for management . 
P l a n s fo r t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e 
R i v e r C o r r i d o r , t h e L o w e r 
M o l o n g l o R ive r and C a n b e r r a 
Na tu re Park could be involved. 

A c o m p o n e n t o f t h e g r a n t 
application is a commitment by N P A 
to contribute "in kind' ' support to the 
projects . This support is tak ing the 
fo rm of field trips around the A C T 
t o g a i n f i r s t h a n d k n o w l e d g e , 
l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h e s , r e s e a r c h , 
r ev iews and workshops . 

These activities will b e ar ranged 
b y a w o r k i n g g r o u p w i t h i n t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commi t tee . A n y 
m e m b e r w h o w o u l d l i k e t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e e i t h e r r e g u l a r l y o r 
occas iona l ly in these act ivi t ies or 
w o u l d like more information on the 
p r o j e c t s s h o u l d c o n t a c t 
Cl ive Hurls tone on 0407 783442 or 
R a y Polglaze on 6247 1024. 

Clive Hur l s tone 



Environment Sub-committee report 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t A g r e e m e n t s 
As members may be already aware, 
the A C T Governmen t is at present 
negotiating with A C T rural lessees for 
the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f L a n d 
Management Agreements ( L M A ) on 
ru ra l l e a s e s a n d h a s p r e p a r e d 
legislation. A group of env i ronmen t 
organisations, including the Canberra 
O r n i t h o l o g i c a l G r o u p ( C O G ) , the 
Conserva t ion Counci l o f the Sou th 
E a s t R e g i o n and C a n b e r r a 
( C C S E R A C ) and the N P A do no t 
believe that the A C T Government ' s 
present legislation will p rov ide the 
b e s t o u t c o m e for l o n g - t e r m 
conservation on rural land; the group 
p r e p a r e d a n d s u b m i t t e d an 
alternative plan for the establishment 
a n d i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f L a n d 
Management Agreements in the ACT. 
It contains a number o f s ignif icant 
v a r i a t i o n s to t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
proposals, including the valuat ion o f 
rural leases and the funding for a 
Rura l C o n s e r v a t i o n T r u s t , w h i c h 
would administer the L M A s . 

In the A C T , rura l l e a s e h o l d e r s 
manage some 40 000 hectares, which 
constitute approximately 2 0 % of A C T 
l a n d . S i g n i f i c a n t a r e a s o f t w o 
threatened ecological c o m m u n i t i e s , 
natural t empera te g r a s s l ands and 
y e l l o w b o x - r ed g u m g r a s s y 
woodland, occur on leased rural land, 
part icularly in northern ACT. I f the 
A C T is to a c h i e v e e c o l o g i c a l l y 
sustainable management o f the areas 
t h a t c o n t a i n t h e s e r e m n a n t 
c o m m u n i t i e s , improved off - reserve 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f r u r a l l a n d is 
essential . 

Unfor tuna te ly , the G o v e r n m e n t 
has rejected the main thrust o f the 
conservat ion g roup plan. S ince then, 
intensive lobbying of var ious M L A s 
has been under taken by the g roup in 
an effort to see e lements o f our plan 
implemented in the Assembly. We are 
seeking four key a m e n d m e n t s to the 
Governmen t legislation: 
• the monies received from payouts 

on c a p i t a l i m p r o v e m e n t s a n d 
annual rental income from rural 
l e a s e s be p a i d to t h e R u r a l 
Conservat ion Trust 

• t h e m a n a g e m e n t / a c t i o n p l a n 
s ec t i on o f L M A s b e p u b l i c 

documents that are registered at 
the Titles Office and maintained on 
a publicly accessible register at the 
Rural Conservat ion Trus t . T h e 
publicly available section would 
exclude any information identifying 
sensitive conservation information 
or private financial details. 

• a R u r a l C o n s e r v a t i o n T r u s t 
Board be established which can 
directly advise the Minis te r for 
the E n v i r o n m e n t . It w o u l d 
include representatives from A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t , R u r a l L e s s e e s 
Association and C C S E R A C , and 
an independent eco log is t and a 
person with appropriate financial 
background. 

• where a rural lessee fails to fulfil 
c o m m i t m e n t s in an L M A the 
Rural Conservation Trus t be able 
to take all necessary action to: 

• stop any activity that will or is 
l ikely to threaten s u s t a i n a b l e 
l and u s e or n a t u r e a n d l a n d 
conservation values; 

• r e s to re s u s t a i n a b l e l and u se , 
na tu re and land c o n s e r v a t i o n 
values; and 

• r ecover trust p a y m e n t s w h i c h 
have been paid under L M A s . 

T h e M i n i s t e r ' s E n v i r o n m e n t 
A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e w i l l a l s o 
discuss the issues in November . It is 
too early to tell what the ou tcome of 
all these efforts will be or the effects 
on the legislation when introduced 
in the Assembly. We will cont inue to 
lobby Assembly members . This is a 
crucial issue for sus ta inab le land 
m a n a g e m e n t and conse rva t ion o f 
e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s a n d 
communi t ies in the ACT. 

G u d g e n b y V a l l e y r e c r e a t i o n 
s t u d y 

As repor ted by Tim Wal sh in the 
previous NPA Bulletin, Envi ronment 
A C T has been examining plans for 
increased recreational opportuni t ies 
in the Gudgenby Valley, inc lud ing 
commercia l options for the use o f the 
h o u s e on the f o r m e r G u d g e n b y 
g r a z i n g l e a s e . A s p a r t o f t h i s 
a s s e s s m e n t , NPA w a s i nv i t ed to 
c o m m e n t on a draft proposal for a 
s t u d y to e x a m i n e and r e p o r t on 
rec rea t iona l o p p o r t u n i t i e s in the 

Gudgenby Valley. In our response we I 
e m p h a s i s e d t h e n e e d for i 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T to re focus the 
s t u d y on the u p g r a d i n g o f t h e 1 

eco log ica l resources o f the valley, 
rather than to take a d v a n t a g e o f 
degraded national park va lues (as 
t h e s t u d y c l a i m e d ) to l o c a t e ! 
recreation facilities in this area. 

E n v i r o n m e n t A C T is en t rus ted 
with the s tewardship o f the park to 
safeguard its ecological values. The 
e m p h a s i s for the P a r k s S e r v i c e 
s h o u l d be in e n h a n c i n g t h e 
biodiversity of the Gudgenby Valley 
through rehabilitation programs, not 
p l a n n i n g a n d m a n a g i n g 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e r e c r e a t i o n or 
c o m m e r c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . T h e 
replanting and rehabil i tat ion o f the 
former p ine planta t ion is already 
p r o c e e d i n g : r e p l a n t i n g and 
r ehab i l i t a t i on o f o t h e r d e g r a d e d 
parts o f the valley, part icularly the ; 
riparian zones, should follow this. 

The need to rehabil i tate the area 
of the former g raz ing lease is not 
i n c l u d e d or s u p p o r t e d by t h e 
G u d g e n b y R e c r e a t i o n S t u d y as i 
currently drafted. The s tudy should 
be redrafted to reflect this objective, 
to follow the recommendat ions of the 
Campground Strategy and to limit 
a n y r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for t h e 
Gudgenby house to non-commercia l 
and non-intrusive activit ies. 

The cost of the inclusive study as 
proposed is not warranted in the light 
of these guidelines. The objectives of 
the study should proper ly be more 
limited with more emphasis placed on 
e c o l o g i c a l v a l u e s a n d the 
e n h a n c e m e n t o f b i o d i v e r s i t y on 
currently degraded sites. It is up to 
Environment A C T to provide funds 
for building and site maintenance at 
any time, not link these to projected i 
outcomes of the study. 

C C S E R A C is suppor t ing the NPA 
on this issue and through it we have 
had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to l o b b y a 
n u m b e r o f M L A s to p u t o u r 
a r g u m e n t s o p p o s i n g c o m m e r c i a l 
development . We will cont inue to use 
e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y to a c h i e v e a 
pos i t ive ou t come for conse rva t ion 
at Gudgenby. 1 



Life Memberships awarded 

Above: Olive Buckman with her certifcate after 
presentation at the September general meeting. 

Max Lawrence on the left, Clive Hursltone on the right. 
Photo supplied by Clive Hurlstone. 

Above right: Clive Hursltone presenting Jack Smart with 
his certificate. Photo Col MacAlister. 

Right: Brandy Flat Hut where the presentation was 
incorporated into a NPA walk. Photo Col MacAlister. 

Environment Sub-committee report — continued 

N P A Projec ts 
A separate ar t icle in this Bulletin 
gives some detai l on grants N P A has 
received from the A C T Governments 
Natural Her i t age Fund. T h e NPA's 
Research Officer, Ray Polglaze, has 
been work ing wi th the Envi ronment 
S u b - c o m m i t t e e to e s t a b l i s h t h e 
scope o f the projects , the expec ted 
o u t p u t s a n d o u t c o m e s , a n d t h e 
t iming and financial b reakdown for 
each project. 

Woodland act ion plans 
Last year Environment A C T released 
its Draft Ac t ion Plan N u m b e r 10 on 
the "Yel low B o x / R e d G u m Gras sy 
W o o d l a n d - A n E n d a n g e r e d 
Ecologica l C o m m u n i t y " . M e m b e r s 
wil l b e a w a r e tha t w o o d l a n d a n d 
grassland communi t ies are the mos t 
endangered ecological communi t ies 
in the ACT. M o s t have already been 
c l e a r e d fo r u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t . 
These wood lands in turn support a 
range of birds and animals which are 
t h e m s e l v e s e n d a n g e r e d d u e t o 
continuing loss o f habitat. The action 
plan identified the remaining areas 
o f Y e l l o w B o x / R e d G u m G r a s s y 
Woodland in the A C T and reported 

on their status for conservation and 
managemen t . 

T h e N P A has actively supported 
the w o r k o f C C S E R A C in work ing 
to a c h i e v e a secure conserva t ion 
s tatus for these areas. C O G is also 
a n i m p o r t a n t s u p p o r t e r a n d 
contributor, especially through their 
o n g o i n g bird surveys in a n u m b e r 
o f t h e s e k e y w o o d l a n d s . T h e 
endange red woodland areas are in 
a n u m b e r o f l and use ca tegor ies ; 
s o m e a l ready in reserves, s o m e on 
r u r a l l e a s e s , s o m e o n a r e a s 
m a n a g e d b y o ther agenc ies , and 
s o m e in a reas des igna ted in the 
T e r r i t o r y P l a n for fu ture u r b a n 
deve lopmen t . 

T h e aim is to achieve secure long-
t e r m c o n s e r v a t i o n o f a l l t h e 
wood lands identified in the action 
p l a n e i the r t h rough rese rva t ion , 
l and m a n a g e m e n t agreements , or 
change o f land use status, wherever 
t h i s i s m o r e appropr ia t e for the 
par t icular p laces and threats. 

W a t e r m a n a g e m e n t 
T w o A C T wa te r issues have been 
c o n s i d e r e d r e c e n t l y : t h e A C T 
•Env i ronmen ta l F l o w G u i d e l i n e s 

a n d t h e A C T W a t e r R e s o u r c e 
Managemen t Plan. Ray Polglaze has 
researched these issues for the sub
c o m m i t t e e and p roduced exce l l en t 
d e t a i l e d s u b m i s s i o n s . R a y h a s 
p repa red an article for this Bulletin 
o n t h e W a t e r R e s o u r c e s 
M a n a g e m e n t Plan, so members c a n 
b e up-to-date wi th water i ssues in 
the ACT. 

Finally, I w o u l d l ike to i s sue an 
i n v i t a t i o n t o a n y m e m b e r s 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e o n g o i n g 
conservat ion work o f the associat ion 
t o j o i n t h e E n v i r o n m e n t S u b 
c o m m i t t e e . N e w m e m b e r s a r e 
w e l c o m e a n y t i m e . T h e r e a r e 
s i g n i f i c a n t c h a l l e n g e s a h e a d , 
inc lud ing responses to the reg iona l 
f o r e s t a g r e e m e n t s for t h e S o u t h 
E a s t F o r e s t s . T h e s t r e n g t h a n d 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n 
d e p e n d s on the c o m m i t m e n t o f i ts 
m e m b e r s . Can y o u find one even ing 
a m o n t h t o h e l p ? I f y o u a r e 
i n t e r e s t ed or w o u l d l ike to k n o w 
m o r e o f t h e w o r k o f t h e s u b 
commi t t ee , p lease contact the N P A 
office or myself. 

Nevi l le E s a u Tel: 6286 4 1 7 6 , 
Email : nemax@atrax .ne t . au 

mailto:nemax@atrax.net.au


The legacy of voluntary 
conservationists 
What follows is my precis of part of 
the QNPA's Twelfth Romeo W Lahey 
Memorial Lecture presented by John 
Sinclair on 15 April 1998. The 
content of this article is drawn from 
the lecture but the selections and 
emphasis reflect my biases and 
prejudices and are not necessarily 
those of John Sinclair. 

The dist inguished conservationist , 
Dr B o b B r o w n , has d e v e l o p e d a 
p h i l o s o p h y t h a t all o u r a c t i o n s 
should be pred ica ted by a s i m p l e 
quest ion that needs to be answered 
in the a f f i r m a t i v e : "Will future 
generations thank us fordoing this?" 

T h i s shou ld be t h e p h i l o s o p h y 
w h i c h m o t i v a t e s the v o l u n t a r y 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t . W e , m o r e t h a n 
most , should be aware of the legacy 
we leave for future generat ions . T h e 
only mot ive for honorary "greenies" 
is a s e n s e o f p u b l i c i n t e r e s t , 
phi lanthropy and our obl igat ion to 
future generat ions . 

V o l u n t a r y c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s a r e 
now even rarer than they w e r e a 
decade or so ago. Whi le they are not 
yet extinct , there are many reasons 
w h y voluntary conservat ionis ts are 
a threatened species in Austral ia 's 
current political c l imate . 

Profess iona l i sm is u su rp ing the 
role o f vo lun tee r s . P rev ious ly the 
d o m a i n o f vo lun tee r s and u n p a i d 
a d v o c a t e s , t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t n o w e m p l o y s an 
increasing number o f professionals . 
T h e ro le o f v o l u n t e e r s has b e e n 
reduced in a lmost every field w h e r e 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s a r e e m p l o y e d . 
Unfortunately, professionals seem to 
replace volunteers and don' t seem to 
c o m p l e m e n t them. 

E c o n o m i c r a t i ona l i sm is k i l l i ng 
volunteers . The e c o n o m y can on ly 
"grow" if work can be measured in 
t e r m s o f c a s h p a y m e n t s . T h u s 
g o v e r n m e n t g r a n t s go m a i n l y to 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h i c h e m p l o y 
professionals. 

M a n y polit icians are host i le to the 
env i ronmenta l m o v e m e n t because 
t h e y s e e in it c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e 
e c o n o m i c mode l s they suppor t . A s 

s u c h t hey are a c t i v e l y t r y i n g to 
d i s cou rage c o m m u n i t y suppor t for 
conservation. Why? Because : 

• Politicians see the envi ronment as 
impeding to other decis ions they 
want to make. 

• M o r e A u s t r a l i a n s b e l o n g to 
conservation organisations than to 
political parties, so poli t icians feel 
threatened. 

• Whi le politicians are prepared to 
accept that the communi ty holds 
some values such as religion and 
culture (including our sport) to be 
so precious that they exempt them 
f r o m the r u l e s o f e c o n o m i c 
rationalism, they are reluctant to 
give such unequivocal support to 
the environment. 

A diminishing pool 
A hea l thy vo lun ta ry c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t requires a pool o f people 
w i th avai lable t ime and pe r sona l 
resources to give. As the proportion 
o f the population in the work force 
increases, so does the pool o f potential 
volunteers diminish. 

Government env ironment 
departments 
T h e es tab l i shment o f g o v e r n m e n t 
e n v i r o n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s h a s 
d e c e i v e d s o m e s u p p o r t e r s w h o 
assume that the gove rnmen t will do 
the right thing for the envi ronment . 
G o v e r n m e n t d e p a r t m e n t s o f the 
envi ronment are lulling some people 
into a belief that there is no longer 
such an important need for volunteer 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s . L i t t l e c o u l d be 
fu r the r from the t ru th . T h i s has 
d isarmed the voluntary conservat ion 
m o v e m e n t to some extent and robbed 
o f us of some of our former support . 

M a n y bureaucrats lack a genuine 
c o m m i t m e n t to p r o t e c t i n g t h e 
envi ronment , rather they are more 
interested in their own welfare and 
furthering their professional careers. 
P o l i t i c i a n s and b u r e a u c r a t s a r e 
subject to intense lobbying by vested 
i n t e r e s t s to re lax e n f o r c e m e n t o f 
environmental s tandards . 

S o m e traps for vo luntary 
conservationists 
S o m e governments are n o w keen to 
lock the v o l u n t e e r c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t i n t o a c o n s u l t a t i v e 
process which is a s u b t l e way to 1 

muffle public cr i t ic ism. It a ims to 
muzzle watchdogs, stifle criticism in 
public forums and exhaus t resources i 
wi thout delivering any satisfactory 
gain for the envi ronment . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s s h o u l d no t 
b e c o m e involved in a consul ta t ive 
process which results in crit icisms 
or advocacy which w o u l d normally 
occur be ing muted in any way. 

A n o t h e r w a r n i n g c o n c e r n s 
exhaust ing volunteers ' resources in , 
t h e p r o c e s s . E n g a g i n g in 
c o n s u l t a t i o n i n v o l v e s all 
par t ic ipants in both f inancial costs 
and the most prec ious resource of 
all - t ime. 

T h e state of the env i ronment 
The need for a more act ive and more 
v o c a l , i n d e e d m o r e s t r i d e n t , 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m o v e m e n t is n o w 
greater that it was say at the t ime | 
o f the Franklin River protests . To 
achieve this we mus t mobi l i se far 
more o f the communi ty to become 
more active voluntary suppor ters of 
conserva t ion . If we fail to do this 
then the list of losses will only grow 
and those few achievements we have 
m a n a g e d so far w i l l p a l e in 
significance. 1 

H o w can we mobi l i se the 
c o m m u n i t y ? ; 

• We need the public to realise that 
whi le we may seem to win some 
o f t h e m o r e c e l e b r a t e d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n b a t t l e s w e a re 
losing the overall war. 

• W e s h o u l d r e c r u i t for 
c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s m o r e 1 

a c t i v e l y . W h y d o n ' t w e h a v e 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t is n e w s p a p e r s 
te l l ing peop le h o w to jo in and 
what they can do to he lp? 

• We n e e d to m a k e t h e w o r k 
volunteers are asked to do more 
relevant and meaningful so that 



The Bulletin Working Group 
The current i ssue o f the Bulletin is 
the twelfth p roduced b y the Bnllefcin 
Working G r o u p and thus marks the 
completion o f three yea r s ' work by 
group m e m b e r s . 

The Bulletin rests, o f course, on 
the f o u n d a t i o n p r o v i d e d by o u r 
c o n t r i b u t o r s a n d w e are i n d e e d 
fortunate to have m a n y able and 
wi l l ing m e m b e r s w h o have p l i ed 
pen, keyboard , c amera shutter and 
sketching penci l wi th imaginat ion 
and skill over the years . The role o f 
the Bulletin Working Group extends 
from fac i l i t a t ing t h e w o r k o f the 
contr ibutors to f ina l ly see ing the 
Bulletin del ivered to member s . 

T h e g r o u p m e e t s q u a r t e r l y to 
r e v i e w t h e p r e v i o u s i s s u e , t o 
c o n s i d e r p r o b l e m s a n d 
improvements and to p lan the next 
i s sue . I n d i v i d u a l s u n d e r t a k e to 
follow u p on mat ters raised and to 
do cont inuing tasks such as edit ing 
articles and ga ther ing information. 
Barbara de Bru ine and Greg Lewis 
have borne the b run t o f the edit ing 
load o v e r the p e r i o d w i th Mur ie l 
Edwards recent ly tak ing over from 

Greg. Len H a s k e w has r e g u l a r l y 
c o m p i l e d P a r k w a t c h , a r r a n g e d 
r e p o r t s o n g e n e r a l m e e t i n g 
s p e a k e r s a n d p r o v i d e d n o t e s o n 
f o r t h c o m i n g s p e a k e r s . G r a e m e 
Wicks has prepared a style sheet for 
the Bulletin and, wi th the convenor , 
general ly k e e p s an eye on wr i t ing 
and product ion standards as wel l as 
a ss i s t ing w i t h the s e l e c t i o n a n d 
l a y o u t o f m a t e r i a l . F i o n a 
M a c D o n a l d B r a n d and R e g Alder  A l d e r 
b r i n g a w i d e k n o w l e d g e o f 
a s s o c i a t i o n a f f a i r s a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a t t e r s t o o u r 
discussions wh i l s t E leanor Stodar t , 
M a r t i n C h a l k a n d T i m W a l s h Chalk Walsh 
con t r ibu te i d e a s a n d are a l w a y s 
wil l ing to fo l low up issues that n e e d 
to be covered . M a x Lawrence can b e 
re l i ed u p o n t o h a v e the o u t i n g s 
p r o g r a m r e a d y for p r i n t i n g e a c h 
i s s u e . M a n y o t h e r m e m b e r s ,Betty Lewis  
i n c l u d i n g B e t t y L e w i s , J u d i t h 
W e b s t e r a n d P h y l G o d d a r d , a r e 
always ready to assist when needed . 

For each i s sue , Mur ie l E d w a r d s 
holds a 'pos t out p icnic ' w h e n she 
gathers a g roup of members to label, 

s o r t a n d d i s p a t c h the Bulletin. 
N o e l e n e and Alan Atk inson , Phy l 
G o d d a r d , R e g A l d e r , F i o n a 
M a c D o n a l d Brand, Graeme Wicks , 
Len Haskew, Bet ty Lewis and T i m 
Walsh are amongs t this group bu t 
b e c a u s e p e o p l e a r e n o t a l w a y s 
available, Mur ie l (phone 6 2 5 1 4 5 0 3 ) 
w o u l d w e l c o m e s o m e m o r e 
vo lun teers . 

D i a n n e Hast ie in the NPA office 
and staff in Greenwords and Images 
and in A u s d o c On Demand all p lay 
i m p o r t a n t ro les in p r o d u c i n g the 
Bulletin, complement ing the efforts 
o f the w o r k i n g group. 

T h e Bullet in Working Group plays 
an i m p o r t a n t p a r t w i t h i n t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n b y h e l p i n g to k e e p 
m e m b e r s informed on associa t ion 
and environmental matters. I wou ld 
b e v e r y p leased to hear from anyone 
w h o i s i n t e r e s t e d in j o i n i n g t h e 
g roup in any capacity. 

Syd C o m f o r t 

Convenor, 
Bullet in Working Group 

The legacy of voluntary conservationists ™~ continued 

t h e y w i l l f e e l w e l c o m e a n d 
needed. 

• We need to m a k e it clear tha t 
people can only s top the global 
envi ronmenta l decl ine through 
people power and that relegating 
responsibil i t ies to governments 
alone wil l not work . 

• We need to change the atti tude 
of poli t icians and bureaucrats so 
that t hey no longer v iew us a 
threat and "the enemy" bu t as 
al l ies in a d v a n c i n g the publ ic 
i n t e r e s t t o p r o t e c t t h e 
environmental heri tage o f future 
generat ions . 

• W e need to b e poli t ically active 
if w e are a iming to recruit m o r e 
political activists. 

• "Conservation mus t be fun". We 
m u s t m a k e our o rgan i sa t ions 

socially attractive if people are to 
be enticed to sacrifice their precious 
leisure hours in our cause. 

Legacy for future generat ions 
W h i l e w e u r g e n t l y n e e d m o r e 
national parks w e must also urgent ly 
address w h a t is happening outs ide 
the nat ional pa rks whe re the four 
precious pi l lars o f our life suppor t 
sys tems (soi l , biodiversity, air and 
w a t e r ) o n e a r t h a r e r a p i d l y 
crumbling. I f w e lose the war he re 
the r isks to t h e integrity o f nat ional 
parks wil l increase . 

Al though it is a task greater t han 
any Olympic chal lenge w e mus t take 
m o r e i n i t i a t i v e s t o s h a m e 
g o v e r n m e n t s i n t o b e t t e r 
m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e w h o l e 
envi ronment . W e need to conv ince 

the publ ic that governments do no t 
have a m o n o p o l y on environmental 
p r o t e c t i o n , a n d i n d e e d , t h a t 
g o v e r n m e n t s d o n o t s h a r e o u r 
priori t ies for the environment . W e 
n e e d to b e c o m e more focused on our 
o w n agenda for protecting the total 
e n v i r o n m e n t . W e s h o u l d n ' t o n l y 
r e a c t to t h e agendas others h a v e 
nomina ted . 

T h e l e g a c y o f t h e v o l u n t e e r 
conservat ionis ts will be the benefits 
wh ich future generations derive. W e 
should n o t be looking necessari ly to 
the t hanks that w e receive for our 
act ions now. We have to r e m e m b e r 
t h e t e s t w h i c h B o b B r o w n 
prescr ibes : "Will future generations 
thank us for what we have done?" 

Len H a s k e w 



Space explorers quit Orroral 
D e m o l i t i o n w o r k at t h e Or ro ra l 
O b s e r v a t o r y , s c h e d u l e d to b e 
c o m p l e t e d a b o u t t h e end o f 
N o v e m b e r 1999, will pull down the 
c u r t a i n on t h e e ra o f s p a c e 
explorat ion at Orroral, south-west 
o f T h a r w a in the sou the rn ACT. 
P ionee r ing graziers once occupied 
O r r o r a l ' s l o n g , n a r r o w s t r ip o f 
cleared land, but now the valley and 
the surrounding tree-clad hills are 
part of the Namadgi National Park. 

T h e graz ie r s were there longer 
than the space explorers. The valley 
was sett led as early as the 1820s 
w h i l e s p a c e exp lo ra t ion lasted a 
bare 33 years , from 1965 to 1998. 
B e f o r e t h e E u r o p e a n s a r r i v e d , 
Abor ig ina l hunters and gatherers 
roamed this valley. 

Today a walking track, starting at 
the Orroral campground, links the 
Orroral Homestead, a survivor of the 
1860s , wi th wha t r emains o f the 
Orroral space tracking station, shut 
down in 1984. A mountain road, not 
part of the heritage trail, gives walkers 
a c c e s s to the s i te o f the Orrora l 
Observatory, closed late in 1998. 

A t o n e t i m e t h e r e w e r e t w o 
t racking stat ions h e r e - o n e on the 
v a l l e y f l o o r a n d t h e o t h e r a t 
Honeysuck le Creek above Orroral. 
T h e y w e r e closed in 1984 as their 
i m p o r t a n c e to the N a t i o n a l 
A e r o n a u t i c s a n d S p a c e 
Adminis t ra t ion fNASA) faded. The 
A m e r i c a n agency consol idated its 
A C T activit ies at the third tracking 
s t a t i o n in the t e r r i t o r y , a t 
Tidbinbi l la . 

The two stations came on stream 
in the mid 1960s-Orrora l in 1965 
and Honeysuck le in 1967-and their 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s w o r k w a s 
impor t an t to the success of space 
explora t ion programs including the 
Apo l lo p rogram to put a man on the 
M o o n , a n d the M e r c u r y , M a r s , 
Jupi ter and Saturn missions. 

H o n e y s u c k l e ' s m o m e n t o f glory 
c a m e on 21 Ju ly 1969 w h e n the 
Amer ican astronaut Neil Armstrong 
s t e p p e d o n t o the s u r f a c e o f the 
M o o n . Pic tures and sound of this 
audac ious feat were transmitted to 
w o r l d t e l e v i s i o n a u d i e n c e s v i a 
Honeysuck l e Creek. 

After the t racking s tat ions were 
s h u t d o w n , v a n d a l s a n d l o o t e r s 
t a rge ted both s i tes and f inal ly a 
decision was made to demol i sh the 
b u i l d i n g s to f loor l eve l . C o n c r e t e 
slabs, a few planted trees, roads and 
i n t e rp re t a t i on s i g n s a re all t ha t 
r e m a i n to s h o w t h a t for a l m o s t 
20 years the facilities bui l t in this 
a r e a f igured p r o m i n e n t l y in t h e 
early years of space explora t ion . 

It was ironic that isolat ion, which 
first gave the sites their appeal , a lso 
enabled vandals to carry out their 
violent destruction unhindered . For 
t h e s c i e n t i s t s , O r r o r a l a n d 
H o n e y s u c k l e p r o d u c e d t h e q u i e t 
env i ronment essential for receiving 
d i s t an t rad io s i gna l s f r o m s p a c e , 
w h i l e t h e f a c i l i t i e s w e r e c l o s e 
e n o u g h to C a n b e r r a fo r s t a f f 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d s u p p o r t 
services. 

T h e f u n c t i o n s o f t h e O r r o r a l 
O b s e r v a t o r y , b u i l t h i g h on a 
m o u n t a i n a b o v e the va l ley , w e r e 
removed to Mt S t romlo after it w a s 
decommiss ioned in N o v e m b e r 1998. 
A new observatory w a s const ructed 
at Mt Stromlo and whi le it is o w n e d 
by a federal gove rnmen t agency, the 
A u s t r a l i a n S u r v e y i n g a n d L a n d 
Informat ion Group , or A U S L I G , a 
c o m p a n y c a l l e d E l e c t r o O p t i c 
S y s t e m s b u i l t t h e f a c i l i t y a n d 
operates it on A U S L I G ' s behalf. 

T h e s h u t d o w n o f t h e O r r o r a l 
O b s e r v a t o r y p r e s e n t e d A U S L I G 
with a sticky removal p r o b l e m . T h e 
observatory possessed a 1.5 metre-
diameter astronomical telescope and 
its owner, N A S A , wanted it back in 
the United States . Its larges t s ingle 
pa r t w e i g h e d e i g h t t o n n e s w h i l e 
remain ing parts we ighed 10 tonnes . 

The prob lem was the haza rdous 
access road up the moun ta in . It is o f 
d i r t , s t e e p , a n d p r e s e n t e d a 
cha l lenge o f s o m e m a g n i t u d e to a 
crane driver, w h e t h e r g o i n g up or 
c o m i n g d o w n . H o w e v e r , the road 
was negotiated wi thou t inc ident in 
mid 1999 and the j o b o f p luck ing the 
t e l e s c o p e o u t o f the o b s e r v a t o r y 
a c c o m p l i s h e d s u c c e s s f u l l y in s ix 
hours. After that it was t rucked to 
Q u e a n b e y a n fo r p a c k i n g a n d 
shipping back to the States . 

Construction o f the observatory 's 
m a i n s t r u c t u r e , d o m e - r o o f e d , 
circular, began in 1974 and it was 
occupied the following year. A t first 
it was called a lunar laser ranger 
f a c i l i t y b e c a u s e an i m p o r t a n t 
function was to fire laser pulses at 
the Moon to e n a b l e c a l c u l a t i o n s 
concerning cont inental drift to be 
made. It took about 2.5 seconds for 
the laser pulses to flash across the 
385 000 km separa t ing the Earth 
from the Moon and back again via 
ref lec t ive m i r r o r s p l aced on the 
l u n a r s u r f a c e by A m e r i c a n 
a s t r o n a u t s and u n m a n n e d 
spacecraft. 

In following years other functions 
were carried out by Orroral . It fired 
short pulses o f laser light at sets of 
mirrors on pass ing satel l i tes and 
measured the length of t ime it took 
light to reflect from the mirrors and 
r e t u r n to E a r t h . T h e s e 
measurements enabled calculations 
to be made concerning the changing 
shape of our planet. 

T h e o b s e r v a t o r y m o n i t o r e d 
changes in the Earth's rotation and 
the movement of tectonic plates. The 
i n f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r e d , s a y s 
A U S L I G , cont r ibu ted to nat ional 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e s e a r c h in to 
understanding tectonic mot ions and 
climatic change. A U S L I G believes 
that in t ime this information could 
lead to i m p r o v e d s t r a t e g i e s for 
d e a l i n g w i t h i s s u e s s u c h as 
ea r thquakes and the g r e e n h o u s e 
effect. 

Government, science and business 
w e r e p r o v i d e d w i th i n t e l l i g e n c e 
ga ined th rough laser r a n g i n g at 
O r r o r a l w h i l e A U S L I G a l s o 
collaborated with overseas ranging 
stations in handing on information 
ob t a ined from the o b s e r v a t o r y ' s 
activities. It still does , but from Mt 
Stromlo. 

Four caesium atomic clocks were 
placed in the Orroral Observatory, 
c l o c k s so p r e c i s e in t h e i r 
m e a s u r e m e n t s t h a t t h e y c o u l d 
determine the travel t ime of a laser 
p u l s e to the M o o n to w i t h i n a 
nanosecond (a thousand mil l ionth 
part of the second) . O n e clock was 
designated as the "national pr imary 



Wetlands Management 
O u r g u e s t s p e a k e r a t t h e J u l y 
genera l m e e t i n g w a s D r B r e n d a n 
E d g a r , w h o i s t h e D i r e c t o r o f 
Env i ronment Austra l ia ' s We t l ands 
U n i t . B r e n d a n ' s a d d r e s s 
concentrated on t w o m a i n themes : 
Australia 's role at the 1 9 9 9 R a m s a r 
Convent ion in Cos ta Rica , and, the 
Commonweal th ' s Pr ior i ty Ac t ion for 
Wetland Conserva t ion . ( R a m s a r is 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l a g r e e m e n t on 
wet lands.) 

At the convent ion the Aust ra l ian 
d e l e g a t i o n a n n o u n c e d t h e 
nominat ion o f four n e w Aus t ra l ian 
R a m s a r s i t e s a n d p r o p o s e d a n d 
gained support for three resolut ions. 
These resolut ions conce rned : 

invas ive species a n d we t l ands ; 

mult i la teral coope ra t ion on the 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o f m i g r a t o r y 
w a t e r b i r d s in t h e A s i a - P a c i f i c 
region; and, 

defining R a m s a r site boundar ies . 

B r e n d a n o u t l i n e d t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t i s s u e s o f h i g h e s t 
p r i o r i t y a f f e c t i n g A u s t r a l i a n 
w e t l a n d s . A m o n g t h e i t e m s h e 
discussed we re : 

Cotter River below Bendora Dam showing low water level and 
growth of grass. Photo Graeme Wicks. 

• t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f p r o v i d i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l f l o w s , t h a t i s , 
maintaining flows in wa te rways 
w h i c h s u s t a i n t h e w a t e r w a y 
e n v i r o n m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y in 
inland river sys tems 

• the impact o f salinity on wet land 
and river sys tems 

• the impact o f coastal 
development on wet lands 

• the expansion o f residential and 

i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t i n t o 
wet lands 

• the i m p a c t o f i nvas ive spec i e s 
impact ing on wet lands . 

Brendan's presence at our meet ing 
was par t icular ly t ime ly as dur ing 
the q u e s t i o n - a n d - a n s w e r s e s s i o n 
fo l lowing h i s t a lk he w a s able to 
discuss some o f the aspects o f the 
D r a f t P l a n o f M a n a g e m e n t f o r 
Ginini Flats. 

L e n H a s k e w 

Space explorers quit Orroral ~™ continued 

s t a n d a r d o f t i m e " a n d w a s 
m a i n t a i n e d w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e o f 
keep ing Aus t ra l ian t i m e accura te to 
1 0 0 nanoseconds . 

Fo l lowing Orrora l ' s c l o s u r e , the 
a tomic "time c lock" is n o w o w n e d by 
C S I R O ' s N a t i o n a l M e a s u r e m e n t 
L a b o r a t o r y , c o o r d i n a t o r o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l T i m e s c a l e S e r v i c e . O n e 
atomic c lock w a s sen t to M t S t romlo 
and the t h i rd to a l a s e r r a n g i n g 
stat ion nea r G e r a l d t o n ( W A ) . T h e 
fourth c lock is defunct . 

A U S L I G s o u g h t t e n d e r s for the 
r e m o v a l o f v a r i o u s o b s o l e t e 
s t ruc tu res and e q u i p m e n t a t the 
Orroral Observa to ry si te inc lud ing 
a cab in for worke r s , s h e d s , w a t e r 
s t o r a g e t a n k s a n d t h i c k c a b l e s . 
W h e n t h i s a r t i c l e w a s w r i t t e n , 
demoli t ion w a s wel l u n d e r w a y and 
should have been finished a b o u t the 
end o f N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9 . 

U g l y a p p e n d a g e s t o t h e d o m e 

building were to b e dismantled, the 
interior gut ted , va r ious o p e n i n g s 
bricked up, and the structure left as 
a memor ia l to the b r i e f per iod in 
which space activities were run from 
this mounta in . O p e n d o o r w a y s at 
ground level will al low the structure 
to b e u s e d f o r s h e l t e r b y 
bushwalkers . C l imb ing u p to this 
isolated location is hard w o r k and 
for this reason the bui ld ing should 
be safe from the vandals w h o largely 
d e s t r o y e d b o t h o f t h e e a s i l y 
accessible t racking stations. 

Another memor ia l wi l l r ema in . It 
is one o f three s u r v e y m a r k e r s on 
t h e s i t e a n d c o m m e m o r a t e s a 
Nat ional M a p p i n g s u r v e y o r H a r r y 
G r a n g e r ( 1 9 2 8 - 7 7 ) , w h o w o r k e d 
t i re lessly to bu i l d the observa tory . 

T h e N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e a n a b i d i n g 
in te res t in t h e o b s e r v a t o r y s i te 
because o f its loca t ion w i th in the 

park . T h e y a c k n o w l e d g e the si te 's 
her i tage v a l u e and its su i tab i l i ty 
as a w a l k d e s t i n a t i o n - e s p e c i a l l y 
for the l o v e l y v i e w s i t p rov ides o f 
the Orrora l V a l l e y and b e y o n d . 

B u s h w a l k e r s , as t h e y d o n o w , 
wil l have to p l o d up the access r o a d 
w h i c h w i l l b e b l o c k e d of f a t t h e 
bo t tom b y a r o c k or log barrier. T h e 
p r e s e n t g a t e a n d f e n c e w i l l b e 
r e m o v e d a n d t h e r o a d 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d t o t h e e x t e n t 
n e c e s s a r y t o p r e v e n t e r o s i o n 
gul l ies from d e v e l o p i n g . It wi l l b e 
r e n a m e d the Gran i t e Tors w a l k i n g 
t r a c k w h i c h a c k n o w l e d g e s t h e 
g rand b o u l d e r s seen f rom the r o a d 
and the o u t c r o p at the o b s e r v a t o r y 
si te. T h e s i te i t s e l f wi l l b e r e s to red 
to s o m e e x t e n t a l t h o u g h na tu ra l 
r e g e n e r a t i o n w i l l r e c l a i m i t i n 
future y e a r s . 

G r a e m e B a r r o w 



Managing Kosciuszko National Park 

On Round Mountain left to right, Bill Bowling, Marion Woof, ranger 
Craig Smith, Gary and Di Thompson, Heather Roy. Photo Max Lawrence. 

A field trip b y the Kosc iuszko 
Suppor t G r o u p 
T h e K o s c i u s z k o N a t i o n a l Pa rk 
Suppor t G r o u p is essential ly a sub
c o m m i t t e e o f the N S W Nat ional 
Parks Assoc ia t ion . Its purpose is to 
m a i n t a i n a l i n k b e t w e e n the 
associat ion and the National Parks 
and Wildlife Serv ice ( N P W S ) staff 
involved in day-to-day management. 
T h e g r o u p g i v e s r a n g e r s s o m e 
e x p o s u r e to t h e v i e w s o f N P A 
m e m b e r s h i p , and a lso gives them 
the oppor tuni ty to help ensure that 
s u c h v i e w s a r e b a s e d on s o u n d 
information on the practicalities of 
park m a n a g e m e n t . 

To this end the g r o u p arranged 
with the N P W S for a four day tour 
o f the K o s c i u s z k o Na t iona l Park 
over the per iod 9 - 1 2 October. The 
g roup was headed by Heather Roy 
of the N S W N P A , and compr i sed 
Marion Woof, Bill Dowl ing , and Di 
and G a r y T h o m p s o n , as wel l as 
yours truly. Di is an active member 
of the N S W NPA as well as the A C T 
NPA, and I was k indly invited along 
as a representa t ive o f A C T NPA. 

This article provides a rundown on 
w h o w e saw, w h e r e w e w e n t and 
wha t w e did . A further article on 
page 1 8 provides a summary, issue 
by issue, o f w h a t w e found. 

T u m u t 
On Saturday m o r n i n g we were met 
at Yarrangobi l ly campground by our 
h o s t s for t h e day, T u m u t based 
r a n g e r s D a v e P e a r c e and S imon 
Allender . Hea the r had prepared a 
l is t o f q u e s t i o n s a n d i s s u e s for 
discussion and our rangers not only 
m a n a g e d to p r o v i d e the answers , 
b u t a l s o to k e e p a v e r y b u s y 
schedule . We were shown work done 
on the c a m p g r o u n d , a nearby rare 
and e n d a n g e r e d p l an t ( the leafy 
a n c h o r p l a n t ) , t h e r e c e n t l y 
refurbished Cot ter i l ls Cottage, and 
the r emain ing J o u n a m a Pines. 

From there w e w e n t to Long Plain 
Hut , where there was a large horse 
party in c a m p , and then on to Ghost 
Gully horse c a m p on the Port Phillip 
Fire Trail , whe re our trusty rangers 
g l ee fu l ly e n t i c e d Di to dr ive her 
Subaru Forester through water that 

came o v e r the bonnet! Not once, but 
twice! W a s this their way of stopping 
the ques t ions? If so, it didn't work -
much ta lk o f brumbies, pigs, illegal 
access and law enforcement . As a 
p rac t i ca l demons t r a t i on w e even 
saw S i m o n pinch a woman who was 
dr iving a round pinching rocks. 

On to Yarrangobil ly Caves, where 
w e w e r e m e t by m a n a g e r 
Jo Ingarfield and given a cuppa, and 
a run d o w n on management issues, 
which inc lude what to do with Caves 
House and its 'heritage listed' septic 
sy s t em. T h e Caves have the only 
informat ion centre actually within 
the park boundar ies . 

On to K i a n d r a , where w e were 
in t roduced to the old court house 
a n d g a o l , w h i c h n o w l i e 
u n r e c o g n i s a b l y d i s g u i s e d u n d e r 
' l ayers ' o f ugly relat ively modern 
a d d i t i o n s ( a n o t h e r h e r i t a g e 
q u a n d a r y ) . The nearby Mat thews 
C o t t a g e i s f a r i n g m u c h be t t e r , 
having been recently restored under Matthews Cottage
ranger Dave ' s supervision, but it too 
poses a ques t ion as to how it might 
be used . T h e r e seems little doubt 
that the key to survival of all of these 
historic s tructures is to keep them 
in s o m e form of use. 'Use it or lose 
it' w a s an express ion w e were to 
become familiar with. At Kiandra we 
w e r e a l s o i n t r o d u c e d to a n o t h e r 
express ion - 'cultural erosion' . The 
old m i n i n g scars will be allowed to 

heal at their own pace, and in the 
m e a n t i m e w i l l b e p a r t o f t h e 
'Kiandra experience ' . 

On to Se lwyn Resor t , Dry D a m 
and the Nordic Ski Shelter along the 
K i n g s C r o s s R o a d ( n o w a t e r 
c ross ings) . D a v e and S i m o n w e r e 
subjected to further interrogation on 
such issues as deve lopment o f the 
S e l w y n R e s o r t , t h e l e s s e e ' s 
responsibility for maintenance o f the 
r e so r t ' s r o a d a n d c a r p a r k ( n o w 
u r g e n t l y in n e e d o f r e s e a l i n g ) , 
c o r p o r a t i s a t i o n o f t h e S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s A u t h o r i t y a n d 
consequent impl ica t ions o f N P W S 
i n h e r i t i n g S M A ' a s se t s ' s u c h as 
q u a r r i e s and g a u g i n g s t a t i o n s . 
Eventual ly the duo were released, 
and t hey w e r e l as t s een f l e e i n g 
e x h a u s t e d in t h e i r t r u s t y 
Landcruiser for T u m u t or perhaps 
even beyond. 

Our group headed to Cab ramur ra 
for a cuppa and a look around the 
town, which is set to b e c o m e the 
l a t e s t a n d g r e a t e s t h e r i t a g e 
d i l e m m a . F r o m t h e r e on to t h e 
S n o w g u m L o d g e in K h a n c o b a n , 
w h i c h p r o v i d e s s e p a r a t e r o o m s , 
cooking facilities and clean linen for 
the princely sum of $ 1 5 a night. 

K h a n c o b a n 

On S u n d a y our first v i c t i m w a s 
ranger Craig Smi th , who we met at 
the Khancoban N P W S office. Cra ig 



t o o k us b a c k u p the road we 'd come 
d o w n the evening before, to a spot 
w h e r e w e p a r k e d t h e c a r s a n d 
cl imbed Round Mountain. T h e v iews 
f r o m t h e s u m m i t a r e p r e t t y 
s e n s a t i o n a l , a n d p r o v i d e an 
excel lent overv iew of the Jajungal 
W i l d e r n e s s . C r a i g i s a n a t u r e 
pho tog raphe r o f s o m e reputa t ion, 
and there are m a n y fine examples 
o f h is w o r k in the Khancoban office. 
L ike Dave Pearce, Craig is an Aussie 
w h o has worked in the U S Parks 
Service in Alaska . 

After lunch in Khancoban w e went 
s o u t h t o t h e r o a d s i d e r e s t a n d 
c a m p i n g area at Geehi , w h e r e w e 
s h e l t e r e d o u t o f t h e r a i n in a 
part ial ly restored hut ( roof bu t no 
wal l s ) , and ta lked with Cra ig and 
K h a n c o b a n m a n a g e r D a v e 
L a w r e n c e . Unfor tuna te ly the foul 
w e a t h e r p r ec luded our schedu led 
v i s i t s to M t Y o u n g a l and O l s e n s 
L o o k o u t . O n t h e w a y b a c k t o 
Khancoban the ladies investigated 
the 'Queens L o o ' a t Scammel ls Spur 
Lookou t , and sad ly found it to be 
b l o c k e d . T h i s m a g n i f i c e n t fu l l -
f l u s h i n g e d i f i c e w a s r e p o r t e d l y 
e rec ted as a comfor t s top for the 
y o u n g Q u e e n o n h e r v i s i t t o the 
S n o w y Scheme in the early 1950s, 
b u t l egend has i t that the R o y a l 
b l a d d e r w a s m o r e r o b u s t t h a n 
thought , and the Rolls cruised r ight 
on by. 

Sunday evening saw us again at 
t h e K h a n c o b a n Coun t ry C l u b for 
d i n n e r ( r e c o m m e n d e d ) , d u r i n g 
wh ich the town exper ienced a huge 
t h u n d e r s t o r m , c o m p l e t e w i t h a 

spec t acu la r l i g h t n i n g s h o w , h u g e 
t h u n d e r c l a p s , a n d r a i n b y t h e 
b u c k e t f u l . T h e s t o r m h a d 
r e p e r c u s s i o n s e a r l y n e x t d a y 
(Monday) as w e h e a d e d a l o n g the 
A l p i n e W a y for J i n d a b y n e w h e r e 
d i s lodged s t o n e s and r o c k s m a d e 
driving quite haza rdous . N o doubt 
there will b e pressure to upg rade the 
who le road w h e n traffic increases 
f o l l o w i n g s e a l i n g o f t h e f e w 
k i l o m e t r e s o f d i r t r e m a i n i n g . 
D i s t u r b i n g l y , t h e B i c e n t e n n i a l 
Horse Trail fo l lows this dange rous 
sec t ion o f r o a d fo r a d i s t a n c e o f 
18 ki lometres . 

J indabyne 
A t the flash n e w headqua r t e r s in 
J i n d a b y n e w e w e r e g r e e t e d b y 
a s s i s t a n t m a n a g e r A n d r e w 
Harrigan, w h o cheerfully submit ted 
to t h e r o u t i n e i n t e r r o g a t i o n , 
addressing a w h o l e n e w set o f issues 
r e l a t i n g t o o v e r a l l p a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
issues facing the ski resor ts and the 
a l p i n e a r ea . W i t h r e g a r d to t h e 
latter, there is n o w a smal l m o b o f 
b rumbies in the s u m m i t a rea bu t 
brumbies are a poli t ical h o t pota to , 
and even shifting the s u m m i t m o b 
will require minis ter ia l approva l . 

F rom the Vis i tors Cen t re w e w e n t 
t o t h e s i t e o f l a s t s u m m e r ' s 
J indabyne fire, and then o n u p to 
an a lmost snowless Char lo t tes Pass 
( in w e a t h e r t h a t w a s st i l l p re t ty 
dreadful) w h e r e w e were s h o w n the 
very latest in publ ic dunn ie s . 

On the w a y b a c k w e s topped off at 
t h e N P W S v i s i t o r s c e n t r e in 

Di Thompson's white knuckles, Port Phillip Firetrail. Photo Max Lawrence. 

Perisher, w h e r e the n e w Per i sher 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o p o s a l w a s 
discussed. The deve lopment has ye t 
to be put out to tender, and the nex t 
opportunity for publ ic commen t wil l 
be w h e n t h e success fu l t e n d e r e r 
(assuming there is one , given recent 
p o o r s n o w s e a s o n s ) p u t s u p 
development plans in detail. 

On our return to J indabyne w e ran Dave Darlington 
i n to D a v e D a r l i n g t o n w h o i s 
m a n a g e r o f K o s c i u s z k o N a t i o n a l Darlington 
Park, and at the t ime w a s on leave , 
b u t s t i l l k i n d l y m a d e h i m s e l f 
available to us over lunch. This did 
not protect h im from a gri l l ing from 
our little g roup , bu t it did m e a n w e 
were able to put in a good w o r d for 
the staff w h o had been so friendly 
and helpful to us . 

Queanbeyan 
T h e f i n a l p o r t o f c a l l w a s t h e 
Queanbeyan N P W S office, where w e 
h a d a n a p p o i n t m e n t w i t h 
D r T o n y Fleming  F l e m i n g a t m i d d a y on 
Tuesday. D r F l eming is the head o f 
the N P W S S o u t h e r n D i r e c t o r a t e 
based in Queanbeyan , wh ich takes 
in virtually the who le o f South Eas t 
NSW, mcluding Kosciuszko National 
Park. H e has a background in the 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m o v e m e n t , h a v i n g 
been Pres ident o f the Conservat ion 
Council o f the S o u t h East Reg ion 
and Canber ra for a per iod dur ing 
the 1980s. 

Like all o f the other N P W S staff 
with w h o m w e had dealings, Tony 
was generous o f his t ime, spending 
his lunch hour and then some wi th 
us. Subjects discussed included the 
current res t ruc ture o f the se rv ice 
whereby m o s t senior managers have 
to compete for a reduced number o f 
p o s i t i o n s ( s o u n d s f a m i l i a r ) , an 
overview o f the b road m a n a g e m e n t 
i s s u e s b e i n g f a c e d b y p a r k 
managers , and, go ing beyond jus t 
K o s c i u s z k o , t h e C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Regional Asses smen t in progress as 
part o f the process for the Southern 
Regional Forest Agreement . 

All in all, a very interest ing and 
informative few days that reassured 
us that Kosc iuszko Nat ional Pa rk is 
in good hands . I f on ly there w e r e 
more o f t h e m and t hey had m o r e 
resources to w o r k wi th . A n d i f only 
they could do something about those 
brumbies. 

M a x L a w r e n c e 



ACT water policies under NPA scrutiny 
Why have environmental policies? 
Development o f wa te r resources has changed the 'magni tude , frequency, 
seasonality, durat ion and variation' of water flows in Austral ian rivers. 
These changes have 'contributed to the decimation o f populations of many 
native fish species.. .have been implicated in the proliferation o f carp...have 
also provided ideal condi t ions for blue-green algal b looms , and have 
degraded channels , r iverbanks , f loodplains, we t lands and faunal and 
floral communi t ies 1 (Cul len et al. 1996). 

To address these issues , Commonwea l th and Sta te government bodies 
are adopting policies on environmental f lows. 

E a r l i e r th i s y e a r , t h e A C T 
Government adopted its policies on 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l f l o w s a n d w a t e r 
allocations. The policies are detailed 
in t h e Environmental Flow 
Guidelines and the Water Resources 
Management Plan. 

T h e gu ide l ines p ro t ec t f lows o f 
w a t e r to suppor t e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
va lues such as nat ive fish species, 
aquatic vegetation and recreation in 
rivers. They protect low water flows 
and control the a m o u n t o f wa te r 
extracted from high wa te r flows in 
r ivers, g roundwate r aquif iers and 
lakes. They set limits on the amount 
of water that can be extracted for 
w a t e r s u p p l y , u r b a n p a r k s , 
commercia l use and agricul ture . 

In k e e p i n g w i t h t h e Water 
Resource Act 1998, t he guidel ines 
c o n s i d e r e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l 
impacts . This means tha t while the 
g u i d e l i n e s ' s e t o u t t h e f l o w s 
necessary to ensure envi ronmenta l 
values ' , they also inc lude trade-offs 
that compromise those va lues . 

T h e plan is an ex t ens ion of the 
guidel ines . It includes calculat ions 
o f the total w a t e r f l o w s in each 
c a t c h m e n t , as wel l a s the w a t e r 
flows needed to meet the guidel ines 
and the amount of wa te r remaining 
for ex t rac t ion . T h e p l an inc ludes 
p r o v i s i o n s for s e t t i ng n e w wa te r 
al locat ions in each ca t chmen t over 
the next 10 years. 

N P A action 
In its submissions on these policies, 
the NPA requested: 
• communi ty consu l ta t ion before 

use o f low and d rough t flows by 
the water supply d a m s ; 

• c o m m i t m e n t s to modi fy ing the 
dams so they can m i m i c natural 
seasonal flows; 

• protect ion for flushing flows; 
• no interrupt ion to natural flows 

o f t h e N a a s a n d G u d g e n b y 
Rivers; 

• cont inuing commi tmen t to water 
conservat ion; 

• a c o m p r e h e n s i v e m o n i t o r i n g 
p rogram; 

• an independen t review; 
• specific object ives and 

per formance indicators; 
• annual reports; and 
• a Water Resources Council . 

Whi l e these issues are still to be 
pursued, the fol lowing outlines the 
rat ionale for the NPA's requests. 

Support for a conservat ive 
a p p r o a c h 
While changes to flows of water in 
r i v e r s a f f e c t m a n y a s p e c t s o f 
acquat ic sys tems , scientists say we 
k n o w v e r y l i t t le abou t w h a t the 
precise effects are. Indeed, one group 
of aquatic scientists says 'the science 
of environmental flow assessment in 
the con tex t o f the whole r iver ine 
e c o s y s t e m s is still in its infancy ' 
(Banks et al. 1997) . 

A s a r e s u l t , s o m e a q u a t i c 
scientis ts advoca te a conservat ive 
approach that minimises changes to 
natural wa te r flows (Arthington & 
Pusey 1993) . 

S o m e o f the A C T guidelines reflect 
this recommendat ion . These include 
the l imits on extract ing from high 
water f lows, the protection of low 
flows, and the need to mimic natural 
f l o w s a n d t e m p e r a t u r e s . N P A 
c o n s i d e r s t h e s e a s p e c t s o f t h e 
guidel ines to be positive steps by the 
A C T G o v e r n m e n t . T h e N P A is 
c o n c e r n e d , t h o u g h , by the m a n y 
s i g n i f i c a n t e x c e p t i o n s to t h i s 
conservat ive approach . 

High w a t e r f lows 1 

The guidel ines state that only 10 per 
cent of the high water flows in rivers 
and g r o u n d w a t e r aquifiers can be 
ex t r ac t ed f rom non-water supply 
c a t c h m e n t s . This pro tec ts 90 per 
cent o f the high water f lows and, 
largely, mainta ins the natural water 
flows in these catchments . 

The high wate r flows to the water-
s u p p l y d a m s are no t s i m i l a r l y 
p r o t e c t e d . T h e dams can ext rac t 
100 per cen t o f the high water flows. 
This could affect 73 per cent of the 
Cot ter River ' s flow through Corin 
D a m a n d 91 p e r c e n t o f the 
Q u e a n b e y a n River 's flow through 
G o o g o n g D a m . Water extraction to 
t h e s e l e v e l s w o u l d s ign i f i can t ly 
change the water flows below these 
d a m s . T h e d a m s also accoun t for 
more than 95 per cent of the ACT's 
current w a t e r extraction. 

L o w w a t e r f lows 1 

The guidel ines protect the low water 
f lows in r ive r s and g r o u n d w a t e r 
aqu i f i e r s a c r o s s all c a t c h m e n t s . 
Whi le this measure protects aquatic 
sys tems tha t are under stress, the 
a m o u n t o f w a t e r f low t h a t is 
protected var ies by catchment . For 
e x a m p l e , th is gu ide l i ne p ro tec t s 
25 pe r c e n t o f the wa te r f low in 
G u d g e n b y c a t c h m e n t , bu t o n l y 
2 pe r c e n t o f the w a t e r f low in 
Je r rabomber ra catchment. 

L o w w a t e r f lows to the water-
s u p p l y d a m s have m o r e l imi ted 
p r o t e c t i o n . T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
M a n a g e m e n t A g e n c y can let the 
dams extract up to 50 per cent of the 
l o w w a t e r f l o w s . In p e r i o d s o f 
drought , the dams may be allowed 
to extract all o f the water flows. This 
could lead to more stress on aquatic 
s y s t e m s at t imes w h e n t hey are 
already stressed. 

1 T h e 8 0 i h percenti le - defining high and low flows 
A k e y c o n c e p t in the Environmental Flaw 
Guidelines is the 8 0 t h percentile flow of water The 
8 0 t h percenti le flow of water is used to define the 
high and low f lows. The 8 0 i h percentile flow is the 
flow of water w h i c h has 8 0 per cent of the flows 
above it and 2 0 per cent of the flows below it The 
highest 8 0 per cent of flows - the high water flows 
- are the flows which are above the 80 th percentile 
flow. T h e lowest 2 0 per cent of flows - the low water 
flows - are the flows which are below the 80th 
percentile flow 



M i m i c k i n g n a t u r a l f l o w s 
Fish and o the r aqua t i c spec ies use 
the natural seasona l va r i a t i ons in 
wate r flows a s c u e s for b reed ing . T h e 
guidel ines s ay wa te r r e l eases from 
the dams should m i m i c the natural 
seasonal ups -and-downs in flow and 
temperature . 

M a n y o f t h e d a m s , s u c h as 
Scr ivener and Capta ins Flat , cannot 
m i m i c these na tura l flow var ia t ions 
b e c a u s e o f t h e w a y t h e y a r e 
cons t ruc ted . W h i l e t h e g u i d e l i n e s 
s ay the d a m s s h o u l d b e m o d i f i e d 
within 'appropriate* and ' reasonable ' 
t ime frames, t hey also s ay tha t 'it is 
not expec ted tha t ma jo r s t ructural 
c h a n g e s w i l l b e u n d e r t a k e n 
specifically to m e e t the guidel ines ' . 

T h e g u i d e l i n e s a l s o p r o t e c t 
' spawning flows' o f w a t e r from Corin 
D a m . These wate r f lows m a y support 
b r e e d i n g b y t h e e n d a n g e r e d 
Macquar ie Perch and T r o u t Cod in 
the Cot ter River. 

Flush ing f lows 
Flushing flows - the flushes o f water 
that fol low s to rms — are impor tan t 
for main ta in ing aquat ic ecosys tems , 
channel s t ruc ture and t h e control of 
exo t i c p l an t s . T h e C a p t a i n s Flat , 
Scrivener, G o o g o n g and Cot te r dams 
are not requ i red to r e l ease flushing 
flows. A c c o r d i n g the t h e guidel ines , 
be low G o o g o n g D a m the ' t r ibutary 
flows will p rovide adequate flushing1, 
b u t the re i s n o e v i d e n c e p r o v i d e d . 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y , t h e 1 9 9 6 d r a f t 
guidelines d id require Capta ins Flat, 
S c r i v e n e r a n d G o o g o n g d a m s to 
release flushing flows. 

N a a s a n d G u d g e n b y 
T h e N a a s and G u d g e n b y ca tchments 
have special s tatus because m u c h o f 
t h e i r a r e a s l i e w i t h i n N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d t h e B i m b e r i 
Wilderness Area . Unfor tunate ly , the 
guidel ines t rea t t h e m in t h e same 
w a y as o ther ca t chmen t areas . This 
m e a n s w a t e r c o u l d b e e x t r a c t e d , 
inappropriately, for pu rposes such as 
tourism. T h e N P A be l i eves natural 
flows should n o t b e in te r rup ted in 
these areas. 

M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 
T h e g u i d e l i n e s a l s o a d o p t a 
c o n v e n i e n t a p p r o a c h t o t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r . B e f o r e the 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r r e a c h e s the 

ACT, 27 per cent o f its water flow 
has been extracted at Tantangara 
D a m i n N e w S o u t h W a l e s . T h e 
guidelines define the remaining flow 
of w a t e r across t h e bo rde r as the 
natural flow, so tha t 10 per cent o f 
the remain ing h igher flows in the 
ACT's stretch o f the M u r r u m b i d g e e 
River can be extracted. This wou ld 
place additional stress on an already 
stressed river. 

T h e guide l ines c la im the current 
e f f e c t o f a l l t h e A C T ' s w a t e r 
extraction on downs t r eam flows in 
t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r i s 
insignificant. T h e y do no t consider 
t h e p o t e n t i a l e f f ec t o f i n c r e a s e d 
water extract ion by the ACT. 

Increas ing the A C T ' s water 
extract ion? 

T h e g u i d e l i n e s a l l o w t h e A C T t o 
i n c r e a s e i t s w a t e r e x t r a c t i o n . 
A c c o r d i n g to the p l a n , the A C T ' s 
est imated total average annual run
off from con t ro l l ed c a t c h m e n t s is 
465 Gigal i t res ( G L ) . O f this, 2 7 2 G L 
are needed to m e e t the guidel ines. 
T h i s l e a v e s 1 9 3 G L p o t e n t i a l l y 
ava i lab le for ex t r ac t ion . C u r r e n t 
e x t r a c t i o n i s 6 5 G L . T h e p l a n 
p r o v i d e s f o r 8 . 4 G L i n n e w 
allocations over the nex t 10 years . 
This leaves a lmost 120 G L - about 
twice current u s a g e - unal located. 

A C T residents m a y cont inue their 
h i g h p e r c a p i t a u s a g e - t h e 
communi ty could tr iple its current 
water extract ion. T h e plan al lows 
for a water-supply increase of 6.5 G L 
- or m o r e than 10 pe r cent over the 
next t en years . Fortunately, surveys 
s h o w t h a t A C T r e s i d e n t s p l a c e 
water conservat ion measures ahead 
of the n e e d for a n e w d a m . 

T h e p l an also permi ts an increase 
of 1.9 G L (80 pe r cen t ) for u rban 
irrigation and agricultural demands. 
In 13 o f 3 2 c a t c h m e n t s , the p lan 
a l l o c a t e s i n c r e a s e d w a t e r f o r 
' g rowing o f pas tu re o r p e r m a n e n t 
crops such as g rapes or olives*. A s 
such, the plan m a y m e e t likely short-
term demands , bu t does not provide 
long-term predictions or strategies. 

Never the less , the re are 120 G L 
that could b e al located to additional 
envi ronmenta l flows. These could 
inc lude f lush ing f l o w s , s p a w n i n g 
flows be low Bendora D a m and some 
percentage o f the h igher flows in the 
water-supply ca tchments . 

Moni tor ing a n d rev i ew 
Given our l imited knowledge o f the 

p r e c i s e e f f ec t s o f c h a n g e d w a t e r 
regimes , the guidel ines as adopted 
are, at best , reasonable guesses . It 
follows that w e need to learn from 
experience thorough monitoring. W e 
also need to enhance our knowledge 
of aquatic sys t ems through further 
research. 

T h e guidel ines say there wil l b e an 
'ongoing mon i to r ing and evaluat ion 
p r o g r a m ' , a n d t h e p l a n o u t l i n e s 
w a t e r a n d b i o l o g i c a l m o n i t o r i n g 
wh ich is ' required' , ' important 1 and 
'relevant' . B u t bo th document s are 
unclear about wha t moni tor ing wi l l 
be done and b y w h o m . Lack o f c lear 
rmriTnit.TrifiTit.fi to specific moni tor ing 
is a critical .flaw. W e m a y not learn 
from exper ience . 

T h e g u i d e l i n e s a n d t h e p l a n 
include commi tments to review after 
five and t h r e e years , respect ively. 
B u t t h e y d o n o t s p e c i f y a n d 
i n d e p e n d e n t p r o c e s s fo r t h e s e 
reviews. N o r do they include specific 
objectives or per formance indicators 
that wou ld p rov ide criteria for the 
rev iews . A l s o , they do not inc lude 
commi tmen t s to ongo ing repor t ing 
to the A C T c o m m u n i t y or a p rocess 
for ongo ing consul ta t ion wi th tha t 
communi ty . 

In add i t ion , the E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
M a n a g e m e n t A g e n c y (a sect ion o f 
Env i ronmen t A C T ) has confl ict ing 
r o l e s . I t i s a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p r o t e c t i o n a g e n c y , s e t t i n g t h e 
env i ronmen t f low guidel ines , a n d a 
wate r resources agency, a l locat ing 
wate r be tween potential users. T h e 
N P A bel ieves this conflict enhances 
the need for independent review and 
ongoing c o m m u n i t y consul tat ion. 

R a y Po lgaze 

Note: This article was developed with the 
support of the ACT Government 
Environment Grants Program. If you 
would like a copy of the NPA submission 
please contact Dianne at the NPA office. 
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The wrong mob? 
W h e n former A C T E n v i r o n m e n t 
M i n i s t e r G a r r y H u m p h r i e s 
a n n o u n c e d on b e h a l f o f h i s 
g o v e r n m e n t that he w a s offer ing 
j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t o f N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l Pa rk to t h e l o c a l 
N g u n n a w a l people , there was an 
outcry from so-called 'respected local 
historians and experts ' . 

According to such exper ts , whose 
a n g u i s h w a s r e p o r t e d in The 
Canberra Times and broadcas t on 
v a r i o u s loca l r a d i o s t a t i o n s , 
Humphr ies was offering this deal to 
' t h e wrong m o b ' . It w a s not the 
N g u n n a w a l (or N g u n a w a l ) tha t 
should have got it, they argued, but 
the Walgalu or Wolga l . Th is , they 
c r ied , was stated qui te c lear ly by 
N o r m a n Tindale in his 'defini t ive ' 
work , Aboriginal Tribes of Australia 
(published in 1974 and researched 
in the 1930s). In her address to the 
A C T National Parks Associa t ion on 
O c t o b e r 21 , Ann J a c k s o n - N a k a n o 
a r g u e d that T i n d a l e ' s w o r k w a s 
seminal rather than definitive, and 
set about de-constructing his sources 
on this area. 

A n n , w h o is a j o u r n a l i s t and 
p u b l i s h e d a u t h o r as w e l l as an 
historian, completed her Master of 
L e t t e r s t h e s i s , ' D e a t h a n d 
R e s u r r e c t i o n o f the N g u n n a w a l : 
A Liv ing History ' , at the A N U in 
F e b r u a r y 1994, j u s t a c o u p l e o f 
m o n t h s after the Nat ive Tit le Act 
w a s passed. In 1997, representat ive 
members of all families identifying 
w i t h the N g u n n a w a l c o m m u n i t y 
today voted unanimously for Ann to 
wri te , on their behalf, the historical 
ev idence for the Ngunnawal Native 
T i t l e Cla im to N a m a d g i Nat iona l 
Park (a copy of this is held in the 
Manuscr ipts Section o f the National 
Library of Australia). This year, the 
C a n b e r r a C o m m i t t e e for the 
Cen tena ry of Federa t ion awarded 
Ann ' s publisher. Abor iginal History 
Inc . , $40 000 to pub l i sh her two-
vo lume history on the Ngunnawal . 
A l t h o u g h the rec ip ient o f va r ious 
grants to offset her eno rmous costs, 
A n n herself is unpaid for her work. 

T h e first vo lume focuses on the 
K a m b e r i , the or ig ina l A b o r i g i n a l 
family group in the region between 

Lake George and the Goodrad igbee 
River, and from south o f the Yass 
R i v e r to the h e a d w a t e r s o f the 
Murrumbidgee, at the t ime the first 
explorers and settlers arrived in the 
Canbe r ra -Queanbeyan distr ict in 
t h e s e c o n d d e c a d e o f t h e 19th 
century. The second v o l u m e focuses 
on an A b o r i g i n a l f a r m i n g 
c o m m u n i t y at P u d m a n a n d 
B l a k e n e y Creeks in the heart o f 
N g u n n a w a l c o u n t r y b e t w e e n 
Gunning, Boorowa and Yass. 

To g i v e us a fee l for t h e 
c o m p l e x i t i e s s h e faced in 
r e s e a r c h i n g and m a n a g i n g he r 
w o r k , A n n gave e x a m p l e s o f the 
e x t e n s i v e h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s 
available on individuals and family 
g r o u p s in t h e C a n b e r r a -
Queanbeyan district, which were 
s u p p o r t e d by h e r n u m e r o u s 
i n t e r v i e w s wi th i n d i g e n o u s and 
n o n - i n d i g e n o u s i n d i v i d u a l s and 
families from this region who have 
h i s to r ica l a s soc ia t ions s ince the 
early days of set t lement. 

In her talk, Ann reminded us that 
history focuses on change and she 
demons t r a t ed h o w the his tor ical 
changes thrust upon the indigenous 
peoples o f this region had affected 
them over the last 180 years - from 
w h e n J o s e p h W i l d w a s l ed to 
Weereewaa (Lake George) in 1820 
to the present time. She argued that 
t h e r e w a s c o n t i n u i t y , t oo , t h a t 
Aboriginal societies in New South 
Wales were probably organic in pre-
se t t lement times which meant that 
t e r r i t o r i a l b o u n d a r i e s , s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a s s o c i a t i o n s and 
i d e n t i t y e b b e d a n d f l o w e d as 
i n d i v i d u a l s f rom n e i g h b o u r i n g 
g r o u p s i n t e r m a r r i e d , o r w e r e 
d e f e a t e d in con f l i c t s w i th r ival 
groups or fled over the mounta ins 
in the face of advanc ing warriors 
from another cont inent altogether. 

A n n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
contemporary writers and observers 
in the early days referred to the 
dominan t group in the Canberra-
Q u e a n b e y a n reg ion by di f ferent 
n a m e s but, in reali ty, they were 
actual ly the same peop le , that is, 
the Kamberi . It was impossible to 
say for sure, she sa id , to w h i c h 

l ingu i s t i c g r o u p , as ident i f ied by 
N o r m a n T i n d a l e , t h e K a m b e r i 
b e l o n g e d : t h e N g u n n a w a l (or 
Ngunawa l ) , the Walgalu (or Wolgal) 
or the Ngar igo (or Gurumal) . In fact, 
from late last century as missions 
and rese rves were establ ished for 
local Abor ig ines at Yass and Brungle 
(near T u m u t ) , there was much more 
in te rac t ion b e t w e e n t radi t ional ly 
h o s t i l e g r o u p s as t h e y r a l l i e d 
t o g e t h e r a s s u r v i v o r s to f ace a 
c o m m o n e n e m y , the E u r o p e a n s . 
T h e r e w e r e m a n y in te rmarr iages 
b e t w e e n p e o p l e in the a r e a s 
su r round ing the A C T and a large 
number o f families and individuals 
w h o w e r e o r i g i n a l l y f rom the 
Canber ra -Queanbeyan district left 
the i r c o u n t r y fo rever and m o v e d 
fur ther d o w n the M u r r u m b i d g e e 
and Murray Rivers to other missions 
and reserves to flee the advancing 
settlers. Conversely, others arrived 
from non-Kamber i areas. 

Today, descendants might identify 
w i t h t h e W a l g a l u ( W o l g a l ) . the 
N g a r i g o ( G u r u m a l 1 o r the 
N g u n n a w a l (Ngunawa l ) , or even all 
three. For example , a person's great
grandfa ther might have been from 
the K a m b e r i district but he married 
a Yass w o m a n , so his children could 
identify wi th ei ther country. If, say, 
they had th ree ch i ld ren and one 
m a r r i e d a w o m a n f rom T u m u t , 
a n o t h e r m a r r i e d a w o m a n from 
B o o r o o w a or C o w r a , and another 
remained unmarr ied and stayed in 
the K a m b e r i d i s t r i c t , the family 
i d e n t i t y m i g h t be s p l i n t e r e d or 
expanded. Therefore, it would not be 
for 'un informed local historians and 
experts ' to de te rmine which modern 
g roup was the 'right' or 'wrong' mob 
in the c o n t e x t o f the na t ive title 
claim, A n n argued, but for the local 
f a m i l i e s c o m i n g t o g e t h e r as a 
c o m m u n i t y to decide . 

When the Ngunnawal Native Title 
C o m m i t t e e was formed, all relevant 
families were represented and the 
nat ive title c la im was the result of a 
j o i n t e f f o r t f r o m the f a m i l i e s . 
Descendan t s o f the Kamber i were 
part o f tha t g r o u p and identified 
t o d a y as N g u n n a w a l due to the 
i n t e rmar r i ages o f thei r ances tors 



New border report 

Matthew Higgins and Martin Chalk on Matthew's walk to Corin Dam 
earlier in the year. Photo Max Lawrence. 

Members wi l l b e aware that in 1996 
I comple ted a s tudy o f the original 
s u r v e y o f t h e A C T - N S W b o r d e r . 
That repor t ana lysed h o w the A C T 
came to b e the shape it is , examined 
the process o f su rvey ing the border, 
a n d d e s c r i b e d t h e s u r v e y o r s ' 
e x p e r i e n c e s . I t a l so i n c l u d e d an 
i nven to ry o f 2 7 2 o r ig ina l s u r v e y 
marks left b e h i n d b y the b o r d e r 
su rveyor s , w h i c h I f ound d u r i n g 
f i e l d w o r k a l o n g 1 0 0 k m o f t h e 
border be tween M t Coree and the 
Boboyan R o a d . S ince tha t t ime a 
number o f N P A walks have featured 
the border and vis i ted s o m e o f the 
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with m e m b e r s o f the N g u n n a w a l 
community. Compe t ing na t ive title 
claims are based on intra- no t inter
communi ty disputes . 

In her conclusion, A n n argued that 
the group offered jo in t m a n a g e m e n t 
o f Namadgi Nat ional Pa rk w a s no t 
t h e wrong m o b ' at all, and that those 
c l a i m i n g t o b e r e s p e c t e d l o c a l 
h i s to r ians and e x p e r t s ' w e r e t h e 
same identi t ies w h o had previous ly 
argued that bo th the Ngunawal (sic) 
and t h e W a l g a l o r W o l g a l w e r e 
e x t i n c t . S u c h p e o p l e , s a i d A n n , 
t e n d e d t o k n o w n o t h i n g a b o u t 
A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e n o r A b o r i g i n a l 

m a r k s , a n d s i m i l a r i t e m s h a v e 
appeared in t h e Bulletin. 

I h a v e n o w c o m p l e t e d a s e c o n d 
report, b e i n g ma in ly an inventory o f 
marks found a long a further 4 0 k m 
of the border , be tween Yarara T r ig 
and the B o b o y a n Road (thus, as wi th 
the first project , the second relates 
directly to cultural her i tage va lues 
on the b o r d e r o f Namadgi Nat ional 
Pa rk ) . In t h i s la tes t pro jec t , 2 1 0 
m a r k s w e r e found . T h e s e m a r k s 
were in s t a l l ed b y Pe rcy Sheaffe 's 
s u r v e y p a r t y a n d b y F r e d d i e 
Johnston's su rvey party, during la te 
1914 and ea r ly 1915. Inc luded are a 
n u m b e r o f f i n e l y c a r v e d 
references t rees . 

h i s t o r y a n d w e r e m o s t l y 
descendan t s o f local set t lers w h o 
were un informed and unqualified in 
the context o f their research and had 
a conflict o f interest in their research 
outcomes . A n n said she hoped the 
o f f e r o f j o i n t - m a n a g e m e n t o f 
Namadg i Na t iona l Pa rk wou ld b e 
accepted b y the Ngunnawal and that 
both indigenous and non-indigenous 
f ami l i e s i n t h e A C T cou ld f o r g e 
agreements i n a posit ive a tmosphere 
o f m u t u a l r e s p e c t i n t h e 2 1 s t 
century. 

L e n H a s k e w 

T h e b o r d e r m a r k e r s , on t h e 
w h o l e , a r e a m o n g t h e e a r l i e s t 
s u r v i v i n g s t ruc tu res e rec ted af ter 
t h e d e c i s i o n to bu i l d the n a t i o n a l 
c a p i t a l o n t h e M o l o n g l o . T h e y 
r e l a t e to the de t e rmina t ion o f t h e 
T e r r i t o r i a l b o u n d a r y a n d t h e 
c h o i c e o f t h e C a n b e r r a si te and so 
i n t u r n to F e d e r a t i o n , and t h e y 
st i l l l e g a l l y def ine the A C T - N S W 
b o r d e r . T h e y a r e h i g h l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t . 

T h e f i rs t s t udy w a s funded b y 
t h e N a t i o n a l E s t a t e G r a n t s 
P r o g r a m , a n d s e c o n d b y an A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t he r i t age grant . 

M a t t h e w Higg ins 

Commemorat ive 
issue of NPA 
Bulletin 
T o m a r k the 40th anniversary o f the 
format ion o f the NPA, a special i ssue 
o f the Bulletin wil l b e publ ished in 
M a r c h 2 0 0 0 . T h e c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
sec t ion wil l be printed as a special 
40-page supplement and the normal 
ma te r i a l res t r ic ted to four p a g e s . 
T h u s t he re wi l l b e less space for 
r e g u l a r n e w s and articles but , b y 
i n c r e a s i n g the size o f the cur ren t 
i ssue , i t is hoped that the effects on 
t h e c o n t i n u i t y a n d c u r r e n c y o f 
mater ia l wi l l b e minimised. 

The wrong mob? ~ continued 



60 Years of Photographing the 
Australian Alps 
O n S u n d a y S e p t e m b e r 1 9 , t h e 
Namadgi Visitor Centre echoed to 
the sound of p o p p i n g c h a m p a g n e 
corks as a couple of hundred people 
c rowded in to witness the launch o f 
Reg Alder's photographic exhibition. 
Ti t led ' 6 0 Years o f Pho tog raph ing 
the Australian Alps ' , the exhibit ion 
includes 4 4 of Reg's photos covering 
a d i v e r s e r ange o f s u b j e c t s and 
p l a c e s from the A C T , N S W and 
Victorian Alps. 

The proceedings were opened by 
Namadgi manager Virg in ia Logan, 
w h o i n t r o d u c e d h e a d o f 
Environment A C T Colin Adrian who 
t o o k p l e a s u r e in o p e n i n g t h e 
exhibit ion. Brett M c N a m a r a spoke 
on the cross-border t h e m e in Alps 
m a n a g e m e n t and men t ioned that 

t h e e x h i b i t i o n s h o u l d t o u r to 
J indabyne . Joss Haiblen eloquently 
spoke o f Reg's long-time relationship 
wi th the m o u n t a i n s . Finally, Reg 
s p o k e a b o u t s o m e o f h i s e a r l y 
expe r i ences and his early camera 
e q u i p m e n t . T h e u n v e i l i n g o f the 
exhibit ion w a s a great personal joy 
to t h i s m a n w h o k n o w s the 
mountains so well . As NPA members 
will be a w a r e , a large number of 
Reg's photos are represented in the 
collection o f the National Library. 

Not only do the photos cover a wide 
time span (one shows damage from 
the 1 9 3 9 bushfires in Victoria) , but 
a range of subjects too. These extend 
from portraits o f people like Lindsay 
Prior, to hu t s and v a r i o u s o the r 
European and Abor iginal cultural 

features, and includes many places 
o f g r ea t na tu ra l beauty. A l s o on 
display at the opening was a series 
of Reg's Kodach romes that appeared 
in a 1 9 4 6 Sydney Sun supplement, 
and an a l b u m of black and white 
prints from 1 9 4 1 . 

The open ing was a great reunion 
for N P A m e m b e r s and o t h e r s 
a s s o c i a t e d w i th the m o u n t a i n s . 
Af te rwards , Reg and a number of 
f r iends a d j o u r n e d to d r inks and 
dinner courtesy of Alastair Morrison. 
Reg's exh ib i t i on con t inued at the 
Visitor Cen t re until October 2 2 and 
was the open ing event in a series of 
talks and exhibi t ions at the centre 
cont inuing through into 2 0 0 0 . 

M a t t h e w H i g g i n s 

Launching '60 Years of Photographing the Australian Alps' at Namadgi Visitor Centre 19 October 1999. Left to 
right: Graham Sully, Colin Adrian, Joss Haiblen, Reg Alder, Virginia Logan. Photo Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

Opposite page: Main display of'60 Years of Photographing the Australian Alps'. Photo Reg Alder. 

The program of special events at Namadgi Visitor Centre is set out on page 23. 



Talks and exhibitions focus on Namadgi 
Twenty-four i l lustrated talks a n d 
exhibit ions are be ing given at the 
Namadgi Vis i to r Centre, all focused 
on Namadgi or closely related topics. 
Beg inn ing in Sep t ember w i th the 
e x h i b i t i o n o f R e g A l d e r ' s 
photographs, the program continues 
until June . 

Talks in D e c e m b e r and February 
( there are n o n e in J anua ry ) w i l l 
cover nat ive title and Namadgi; huts 
o f N a m a d g i a n d t h e S n o w y 
Mounta ins ; Namadg i ' s m o r e t h a n 
9 0 0 s i t e s o f s i g n i f i c a n c e ; c o 
operative p a r k managemen t in the 
Austral ian A l p s ; and bushwalks in 
Namadgi off s ignpos ted tracks. 

The park h a d its genesis in a 1963 
proposal b y t h e NPA, and founding 
N P A m e m b e r F i o n a M a c D o n a l d 
Brand wil l g i v e an illustrated ta lk 
on March 19 t i t led The Push for a 
National Park in the ACT: 
celebrating 40 years of the National 
Parks Association (ACT). 

Other t a lks from March to M a y 
wil l c o v e r r e s e a r c h in the p a r k ; 

i s sues and t rends in managemen t o f 
N a m a d g i ; s e p a r a t e t a l k s o n 
Abor ig ina l sites, peregrine falcons, 
a n d f e r a l p i g s in N a m a d g i ; the 
Vic to r ian Alps ; and, finally, a ta lk on 
p o s s i b l e a n s w e r s to t h e m a n y 
ques t ions tha t come up a b o u t the 
a rea f rom h o w cold-blooded animals 
l ive in the snow to how 'Namadgi ' 
should b e pronounced . 

In November , historian and N P A 
m e m b e r M a t t h e w Higgins gave an 
i l l u s t r a t ed ta lk , Surveyors at the 
Snowline. ( S e e his art icle i n th is 
Bulletin). 

O t h e r t a l k s in O c t o b e r a n d 
N o v e m b e r c o v e r e d r e s e a r c h i n t o 
a l p i n e f r o g p o p u l a t i o n d e c l i n e ; 
p rogress on the re-establishment o f 
na t ive bush at Boboyan Pines ; the 
w o r k to re-establish the brush-tailed 
r o c k wa l laby ; and research in to the 
e f f e c t s o n n a t i v e a n i m a l s o f fox 
poisoning , the rabbit calici v i rus and 
rabbi t wa r ren destruction. 

Exhib i t ions from December to the 
e n d o f the series include The Other 

Mountains of Australia, a 
photographic exhibition by Allan Fox 
(December 19 - January 30) ; Huts 
of Namadgi and the Snowy 
Mountains, c o - o r d i n a t e d b y J i m 
Har t , K o s c i u s k o Hu t s Assoc i a t i on 
P h o t o g r a p h i c H i s t o r y P r o j e c t 
(February 6 - March 12); The Wild 
Paradise, a photographic exhibi t ion 
b y A n d r e w T a t n e l l (March 1 9 - A p r i l 
26) ; and Historic Huts of Namadgi, 
an exhibition b y the wildlife artist Helen Fitzgerald 
H e l e n F i t z g e r a l d ( A p r i l 3 0 -
June 11). 

A n e x h i b i t i o n o f m o r e than 3 0 
co lou r p r in t s b y the wi ld l i fe a n d 
l a n d s c a p e p h o t o g r a p h e r H e l e n 
F a l l o w r a n f r o m O c t o b e r 2 4 t o 
D e c e m b e r 5. 

Talks c o m m e n c e at 3:00 p m and 
l a s t u p to 1 V 2 h o u r s . D e t a i l e d 
p r o g r a m s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T o u t l e t s , a n d 
further details c a n be obtained from 
t h e N a m a d g i V i s i t o r C e n t r e o n 
6207 2900 . 

G r a e m e W i c k s 



Pigs, brumbies, two legged ferals 
and dunnies 
T h e f i e l d v i s i t to K o s c i u s z k o 
Nat ional Park (descr ibed on page 
10) u n e a r t h e d a w i d e v a r i e t y of 
issues be ing faced almost daily by 
N P W S s ta f f . S o m e g e n e r a l 
impress ions are summar i sed in the 
f o l l o w i n g p a r a g r a p h s b u t no 
priorit ies are intended in the order 
o f listing. 

Clear ly m a n y o f the issues being 
addressed by the various people we 
met were c o m m o n to the park as a 
w h o l e , a l t h o u g h p r i o r i t i e s and 
emphas i s tended to vary from area 
to area. S o m e general impressions 
g a i n e d m i g h t be s u m m a r i s e d as 
follows. 

H o r s e s ( o f t h e r i d d e n v a r i e t y ) 

Horse r iding activity occurs mainly 
in the nor thern areas o f the park. 
Within the horse r iding fraternity 
(and even m o r e wide ly) there seems 
to be a fair degree o f ignorance as to 
where people are al lowed to ride and 
where not, and to be on the safe side 
they general ly play it conservatively. 
The fact is that riding is a legitimate 
activity pretty well anywhere except 
in t h e d e c l a r e d w i l d e r n e s s and 
alpine zones. Some areas that would 
be a t t r ac t ive to r iders ( inc lud ing 
some wi th excel lent views into the 
J a g u n g a l w i l d e r n e s s ) r e m a i n 
v i r t u a l l y u n u s e d by r i d e r s . 
S i m i l a r l y , i n c u r s i o n s by r i d i n g 
parties into the 'no go ' areas have 
been very rare in recent t imes. 

T h e p e r c e p t i o n o f the park as 
be ing ' locked up' extends beyond just 
t h e h o r s e f r a t e r n i t y , a n d is 
e s p e c i a l ly s t r o n g in t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g communi t i e s , as we 
found ta lk ing to some o f the locals 
at K h a n c o b a n . 

T h e r e a re o n l y t h r e e l i c e n s e d 
commerc ia l trail r iding operators in 
the park, and these have very good 
w o r k i n g r e l a t i onsh ip s wi th park 
staff. T h e y are l imited to 20 horses 
per party, and are regulated as to 
w h e r e t h e y can go on par t icu la r 
trips. T h e y are regarded as having 
a r e c o r d o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
r e spons ib i l i t y that is super io r to 

that o f p r iva te recreational horse 
p a r t i e s , w h i c h r emain v i r t u a l l y 
unregula ted . 

S o m e o f the private groups can be 
quite large. When we visited Long 
Plain Hut a group of at least a dozen 
horse f loa ts ( some with mul t ip le 
berths) we re in camp, and w e saw 
a n o t h e r g r o u p o f s i m i l a r s i ze 
d e p a r t i n g from the genera l area. 
T h e f ac t t h a t s u c h g r o u p s are 
unregula ted can lead to congestion, 
and to the r isk o f envi ronmenta l 
damage . 

T h e obv ious answer would appear 
to be a pe rmi t system for private as 
well as commerc ia l groups, and this 
concept has a lot of support from the 
various user groups as well as the 
park service . However, politics got 
in the road o f the last a t tempt at 
in t roducing such a system, and it 
foundered. 

H o r s e s ( o f a f e ra l v a r i e t y ) 

On this t r ip N P W S staff confirmed 
that the P i lo t area has the worst 
b r u m b y p rob l em in the park , but 
t h e s e t h i n g s h a v e a h a b i t o f 
spreading, and we were told there 
is now a smal l mob in the sensitive 
alpine a rea o f the South Ramsheads 
near the Kosc iuszko summit . There 
a r e a l s o b r u m b i e s in n o r t h e r n 
Kosc iuszko , and one must wonder 
how long it will be before w e again 
see them in Namadgi . 

It was m a d e abundantly clear that 
brumbies are a politically extremely 
s e n s i t i v e i s s u e , and as a resu l t 
virtually nothing is being done in the 
way o f control . Even the mob on the 
Main R a n g e will stay there until 
ministerial approval is obtained for 
their r emova l , and we hope they are 
not j o i n e d by too m a n y o f thei r 
southern cousins in the meant ime. 

P i g s 

Feral p igs are a problem to some 
degree in virtually all areas of the 
park, as a n y bushwalker will attest 
to. W h i l e the i r n u m b e r s a re not 
large in relat ion to, say, those on the 
N S W western river plains, they exist 

in a ve ry sens i t ive e n v i r o n m e n t . 
Control measures in the park are 
mainly t rapping and shoo t ing (no 
poisoning) . 

T w o l e g g e d f e r a l s 

P ig h u n t e r s h a v e b e e n a m a j o r 
problem for both N P W S and other 
park users in recent t imes . U s i n g 
4 W D v e h i c l e s t h e y h a v e b e e n 
i l l e g a l l y a c c e s s i n g m a n a g e m e n t 
trails and remote areas o f the park, 
and g e n e r a l l y c rea t ing m a y h e m . 
They are also suspected o f hav ing 
been invo lved in such acc iden t a l 
atrocities as the burn ing o f Broken 
D a m Hut. 

Perhaps even worse, it seems they 
have been deliberately adding to the 
pig problem rather than help ing to 
solve it. There is evidence that s o m e 
groups have actually been import ing 
pigs into the park, and have been 
trying to sustain breeding stock. All-
in-all pig hunters are even more o f 
a problem for park managers than 
t h e p i g s t h e y a r e s u p p o s e d l y 
hunting. 

The service, and particularly the 
K h a n c o b a n unit , has put a lot o f 
effort in to th i s p r o b l e m in c l o s e 
cooperation with the local police, and 
h a s a c h i e v e d s o m e n o t a b l e 
s u c c e s s e s . T h e r e h a v e b e e n 18 
s u c c e s s f u l p r o s e c u t i o n s , a n d 
penal t ies have typica l ly i n v o l v e d 
four figure fines, so hopefully this 
will act as a significant de ter rent to 
potential perpetrators. A t the t ime 
of our visit (mid October) there had 
been no e v i d e n c e o f i l lega l 4 W D 
entry this season, so perhaps all that 
effort is paying off at last. 

Moto r b ikes (trail b ikes ) do no t 
seem to be a problem. S o m e o f the 
locals were riding in the Dargals , but 
there d o e s no t a p p e a r to b e any 
w i d e r a c t i v i t y o f n o t e . P e r h a p s 
t h e y ' v e all g o n e to B r i n d a b e l l a 
National Park? 

D o g s 

There has been a lot of pressure from 
n e i g h b o u r i n g l a n d h o l d e r s in t h e 
Khancoban area for increased d o g 



With ranger Craig Smith on Round Mountain. Photo Max Lawrence. 

control, and this has taken the major 
share o f fund ing for control o f all 
ferals in tha t area o f the park. It 
s e e m s t h a t r e c e n t r e s e a r c h h a s 
s h o w n d o g s t r ave l e v e n g r e a t e r 
d i s t a n c e s t h a n w a s p r e v i o u s l y 
t h o u g h t . C o n s e q u e n t l y there ' s a 
good c h a n c e that the sheepki l lers 
down that w a y could have come from 
deep ins ide the park, mak ing it that 
m u c h ha rde r to deal with them. 

F r o g s (not ferals!) 
M o r e cor roboree frog sites are still 
b e i n g f o u n d , b u t t h e r e a re l o w 
number s in each. A captive breeding 
p r o g r a m h a s c o m m e n c e d a t 
Snakey Pla in . 

B u s h w a l k e r s (arguably feral) 
J a g u n g a l r ema ins a very popu la r 
dest inat ion. There were 90-95 cars 
p a r k e d a t R o u n d M o u n t a i n l a s t 
Eas te r fo l lowing an article in Wild 
Magazine. P a c k w a l k e r s t e n d t o 
c o n c e n t r a t e the i r c amping at the 
T u m u t R i v e r headwaters , and this 
a r e a i s b e i n g o v e r c a m p e d . A l s o , 
s o m e o f the tracks u p Jagungal i tself 
are b e c o m i n g eroded and in need o f 
w a t e r b a r r i e r s . A m o n i t o r i n g 
p r o g r a m i s b e i n g d e v e l o p e d t o 
d e t e r m i n e t h e e x t e n t o f t h e 
p r o b l e m s a r o u n d J a g u n g a l a n d 
p o t e n t i a l s o l u t i o n s . H o w e v e r , i t 
wou ld also he lp if the bushwalk ing 
c o m m u n i t y i t se l f cou ld deve lop a 
s t ronger m i n i m u m impact ethic. 

M o u n t a i n b i k e s ( t he s o r t y o u 
pedal ) are a l lowed on virtually all 
m a n a g e m e n t trails, mc lud ing those 
in wi lde rness areas. T h e y are no t a 
p rob l em in the Jagungal area n o r 
did w e hea r o f them being a p rob lem 
i n t h e P i l o t a r e a w h i c h i s 
n o w preferred. 

J o u n a m a Pines (definitely 
feral) 
It s eems J o u n a m a differs from our 
Bobeyan in tha t it was planted m o r e 
as a l a r g e s c a l e e x p e r i m e n t a l 
a r b o r e t u m o f exot ic p ines , r a ther 
than as a rad ia ta monocul ture . A l l 
o f the J o u n a m a radiata have been 
harves ted and only the other p ine 
spec ies r e m a i n , v i r tua l ly n o n e o f 
wh ich h a v e commercia l markets . 

L ike N a m a d g i , pine wildings are 
a p r o b l e m in t h e Y a r r a n g o b i l l y / 
J o u n a m a area, and l ike N a m a d g i 
the local volunteers do m u c h o f the 

eradication work . W e were told the 
Talbingo Bushwalkers had r emoved 
5000 p ines , 2000 cotoneasters , and 
900 hawthorns . Good on them. 

Cultural her i tage 
T h e *use it or lose it ' criterion poses 
some very real d i lemmas for m u c h 
o f the parks cultural heri tage. T h e 
examples w e s a w were L o n g Pla in 
Hut , t h e K iandra cour thouse and 
Ma t thews Cottage, Caves H o u s e at 
Y a r r a n g o b i l l y , t h e N o r d i c S k i 
shelter, and Cabramurra townsh ip 
i t s e l f . I t i s h a r d t o s e e t h e s e 
bui ldings being commerc ia l ly v iable 
in a con tex t tha t p rese rves the i r 
h e r i t a g e v a l u e s and the n a t u r a l 
qua l i t i e s o f the na t iona l p a r k in 
w h i c h t h e y a r e l o c a t e d . T h e i r 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , i f i n d e e d i t i s t o 
proceed, will be a costly business. W e 
f a c e a v e r y s i m i l a r d i l e m m a in 
N a m a d g i w i t h G u d g e n b y 
H o m e s t e a d . W e did no t h e a r any 
s imple solut ions o n this tr ip. 

Fire m a n a g e m e n t 
O n our tr ip w e passed the sites o f 
b o t h the Ta lb ingo and J i n d a b y n e 
f ires o f las t s u m m e r . B o t h b u r n t 
substant ia l areas , bu t could h a v e 
b e e n m u c h w o r s e h a d t h e 
authori t ies not b e e n successful in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a n d m a i n t a i n i n g 
e f fec t ive p e r i m e t e r s . D u r i n g o u r 

vis i t to R o u n d M o u n t a i n w e w e r e 
also s h o w n areas o f r e g r o w t h f rom 
f i res t h a t o c c u r r e d in 1 9 8 6 a n d 
earlier. It is ve ry obvious , even to the 
unini t ia ted, that the effects o f fire 
in the sub-alpine e n v i r o n m e n t s are 
ve ry long last ing. 

F i r e m a n a g e m e n t i s a c o s t l y 
e x e r c i s e f o r t h e N P W S i n 
Kosc iuszko , even w h e n there are no 
f i r e s . O n t h e p h i l o s o p h y t h a t 
prevent ion is bet ter than control , the 
se rv ice m a i n t a i n s fire t o w e r s and 
a l s o funds f l i g h t s b y f i x e d w i n g 
s p o t t i n g a i r c r a f t o v e r t h e p a r k 
d u r i n g s u m m e r . D u r i n g h i g h fire 
danger periods char tered hel icopters 
are he ld on s t a n d b y at J i n d a b y n e 
airport . 

A l p i n e tracks a n d d u n n i e s 
A c o n t i n u i n g t h e m e o f o u r t r i p 
s e e m e d to b e dunn ies , b u t I don ' t 
th ink this w a s t ied to a n y grea ter 
than usual n e e d on our par t . It's j u s t 
tha t the service is g o i n g t h r o u g h a 
p h a s e o f u p d a t i n g t h e t e c h n o l o g y 
and improv ing v is i tor facil i t ies, and 
has s o m e beaut n e w dunnies to show 
off . T h e piece de resistance 
u n d o u b t e d l y i s t h e n e w l o o a t 
C h a r l o t t e s P a s s . I f i t a c t u a l l y 
f u n c t i o n s as w e l l i n t h i s h a r s h 
env i ronmen t as t hey h o p e i t wi l l , a 

continued on page 20 



PARKWATCH 
R a r e a n d e x c i t i n g f i n d i n t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n a l p s 

W h o w o u l d ' v e e x p e c t e d t h a t a 
rou t ine inspec t ion o f a Peregr ine 
Fa lcon nes t ing area would reveal 
a r g u a b l y t h e r a r e s t i t e m o f 
A b o r i g i n a l c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e 
s ignif icance in the Austral iana Alps 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s ? An A b o r i g i n a l 
d igging stick. And it was the Alps 
own eagle-eyed- Brett M c N a m a r a 
w h o found it! 

F i n d i n g a n y w o o d e n i t e m o f 
Aboriginal origin still remaining in 
the Aust ra l ian Alps was considered 
so u n l i k e l y , t ha t it t o o k s o m e 
persuading o f various experts before 
it w a s authent ica ted . Whi le these 

s imilar mans ion will be erected at 
Rawsons Pass for summit visitors. 

There is a major effort under way 
to upgrade the walking tracks in the 
a lpine area . The steel mesh track 
a b o v e T h r e d b o is b e c o m i n g worn 
and slippery, and steel is no longer 
the preferred material . Neither is 
c o n c r e t e p a v i n g as l a id d o w n 
between Char lot tes Pass and Blue 
Lake, as this is succumbing to frost 
heave. T h e chosen material now is 
tunnel scoria , which is the ground 
up grani te extracted when digging 
the S n o w y t u n n e l s . W o r k is in 
progress on the old summi t road, 
and work will commence next on the 
s e c t i o n b e t w e e n R a w s o n s and Muellers 
M u e l l e r s P a s s e s . W o r k wi l l 
eventual ly extend around the whole 
Lakes Circui t , but this could take a 
decade . 

N e w w i l d e r n e s s p r o p o s a l s 
Kosc iuszko and surrounding areas 
a r e c u r r e n t l y the s u b j e c t o f a 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e R e g i o n a l 
A s s e s s m e n t as part of the Southern 
Regional Forest Agreement process. 
T h e r e a r e v a r i o u s p r o p o s a l s to 
extend dec la red wi lderness areas, 
s o m e of w h i c h take in the Western 
Fall (the s teep western fall from the 
Main Range area), and the Indi area 
(nearer Khancoban town) . 

T h e local rangers advise that if the 
Indi proposal proceeds they will face 

d i s c u s s i o n s raged , the C a n b e r r a 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y w a s 
s u c c e s s f u l in o b t a i n i n g an A C T 
Heri tage grant to study the site and 
t h e s t i c k . N e i t h e r t h e l o c a l 
A b o r i g i n a l o rgan i sa t i ons nor the 
Heri tage Council wanted the stick 
removed for further study; the stick 
remains on site in-situ. 

The occurrence o f a d igging stick 
in the A u s t r a l i a n A l p s n a t i o n a l 
parks, is remarkable . The effects o f 
sun, heat, bushfire, dampness , rain, 
frost and snow, mit igate against the 
survival o f wooden artefacts in situ. 
This d igg ing st ick w a s p re se rved 
because it was in an undercut o f a 
cliff where the microenvi ronment is 

c o n s i d e r a b l e m a n a g e m e n t 
p rob l ems . In part icular , the a rea 
t a k e s in M t Y o u n g a l a n d i t s 
associated housing, fire tower and 
aerials, and also the Murray p o w e r 
stations, pipelines and transmission 
l i n e s . W e e d s , e s p e c i a l l y 
b l ackbe r r i e s , are a p r o b l e m , and 
these wou ld be much more difficult 
to m a n a g e u n d e r a w i l d e r n e s s 
regime (which requires a much more 
detailed approval process for control 
a c t i v i t i e s ) . A l s o , t h e a r e a is a 
poss ib le a l ternat ive route for the 
Bicentennial Trail , which present ly 
follows the dangerous route o f the 
Alpine Way. It also jo ins the M u r r a y 
River , and its d e c l a r a t i o n w o u l d 
e x c l u d e u s e o f t h e r i v e r f o r 
c o m m e r c i a l r a f t ing e x p e d i t i o n s . 
R a n g e r s d o n o t s e e s i m i l a r 
m a n a g e m e n t p r o b l e m s w i th t h e 
Western Falls proposal . 

A b o t t o m l i n e 
To sum up, these are only s o m e o f 
the i s sues that face r angers and 
N P W S field staff in their day-to-day 
m a n a g e m e n t o f our precious park. 
Staff h a v e a very c o m p l e x set o f 
issues and circumstances to address, 
and they are sett ing priorities daily. 
I t h i n k w e s h o u l d b e v e r y 
a p p r e c i a t i v e o f t h e j o b t h e y 
are doing. 

M a x L a w r e n c e 

one o f extreme aridity and shade. Its 
location beneath the undercut would 
also have protected the stick from 
bush fires. 

from the Alps, Winter 
Spring, 1999. 

S n o w g u m f ros t h o l l o w 
On Monday 3 0 August there was a 
p lant ing at the Aranda Snow Gums 
H e r i t a g e Site. Lake G i n n i n d e r r a 
Co l l ege horticultural s tudents grew I 
the Snow Gums from seed collected 
on site and were there to plant them. 

T h e i n t e r im H e r i t a g e P l a c e s 
l i s t i n g is for the bes t p r e s e r v e d 
example in Canberra of a remnant 
S n o w Gum patch edging an intact 
frost hollow. The planting celebrates 
the start of the Friends of Aranda 
bush land ' s project to conse rve an 
example of the transition from the 
t reeless Limestone Plains through 
S n o w G u m s via the e n d a n g e r e d 
Y e l l o w B o x / R e d g u m g r a s s y 
woodland to the wooded slopes of the 
A r a n d a Bushland. 1 

Sustainable Times, October, 1999. 

O v e r 1 m i l l i o n h e c t a r e s o f 
n a t i v e b u s h c l e a r e d b e t w e e n j 
1990-95 
T h e l o n g awai ted r e su l t s o f the 
Agr icul tura l Land Cover Change , 
1 9 9 0 - 9 5 project undertaken by the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h Bureau o f Rural 
Sc iences have been released. 

It is estimated that over the 1 9 9 0 -
1 9 9 5 period approximately 1 , 2 1 8 , 0 
1 0 h e c t a r e s w e r e c l e a r e d for 
agricul ture (cropping), grazing and 
o ther activities, pr incipal ly urban 
a n d infras t ructure d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Est imated annual rates o f decrease 
in w o o d y v e g e t a t i o n for the 
c o n t i n e n t due to c l e a r i n g for 
agriculture (cropping) and grazing 
to ta l 2 9 3 , 1 7 0 hec ta res . T o g e t h e r 
w i t h o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s s u c h as 
d e v e l o p m e n t , c l e a r i n g t o t a l l e d I 
3 0 9 , 0 8 0 hectares. A further 3 4 , 4 2 0 j 
h e c t a r e s were c lea red for forest , 
p l a n t a t i o n and o n - f a r m t r e e ] 
managemen t activities annually. 1 

T h e methods used by the B R S to j 
d e t e c t c lear ing resul ts in a very [ 
conservat ive native vegetat ion loss j 
rate, as it is restricted to detect ing j 
clear ing in vegetation with a canopy 

Pigs, brumbies — continued from page 19 



cover o f m o r e than 20%. Accordingly, 
i t e x c l u d e d l a rge a reas o f n a t i v e 
v e g e t a t i o n i n c l u d i n g s p a r s e 
w o o d l a n d s and shrublands. 

Life Lines, Vol. 5 No. 2 1999. 

M o r e development in Victoria's 
parks 
T h e Min i s te r for Conservat ion and 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t , Mar i e Tehan , 
a n n o u n c e d at a r e c e n t P u b l i c 
Es t imates and Accounts Commi t tee 
Hea r ing tha t the deal, be tween the 
preferred operator, M r K e n La tona , 
fo r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the P r o m 
L i g h t h o u s e as an ' e c o - t o u r i s m ' 
v e n t u r e h a d fal len th rough . M r s 
T e h a n h a d p rev ious ly a n n o u n c e d 
that there would not b e exclusive use 
o f the l ighthouse . She also indicated 
tha t the 50 year length of lease M r 
L a t o n a w a s seeking and the i s sue o f 
na t ive t i t le were also factors in the 
dea l fa l l ing through. In an art icle 
p u b l i s h e d in the S u n d a y A g e , M r 
L a t o n a i n d i c a t e d t h a t h e h a d 
nego t i a t ed to have exclusive use o f 
t h e l i g h t h o u s e and tha t Min i s t e r 
Tehan ' s announcement represented 
a c h a n g e i n t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
ag reemen t . 

However , the Government is still 
d e t e r m i n e d to go a h e a d w i t h all 
d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e c u r r e n t 
m a n a g e m e n t and mas te r plan for 
t h e P r o m . Th i s inc ludes a 45-bed 
l o d g e at T ida l River; a 20-bed lodge 
s o m e w h e r e in the vicinity o f the half
w a y h u t (initially to be temporary 
d e m o u n t a b l e h u t s ) a n d e x t r a 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n at the L igh thouse 
a n d a t T i d a l River. A t this s t age 
P a r k s V i c t o r i a w i l l d e v e l o p t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l gu ided wa lke r s ' tour, 
s o m e t i m e before December, wi th the 
long- t e rm aim of securing a private 
opera to r to take over the tour and 
t o e r e c t m o r e subs tan t i a l r o o f e d 
accommoda t ion . 

T h e V N P A r e m a i n s opposed to any 
i n c r e a s e i n roofed a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
and to Parks Victor ia conduct ing a 
commerc i a l l y guided walk ing tour. 

People Caring for Nature, 
July,1999. 

T r e e s for energy. A greenhouse 
a n d fores t pol icy b lunder 

T h e d i rec tor o f Total Env i ronmen t 
C e n t r e , M r J e f f A n g e l r e c e n t l y 
i s sued a dis turbing med ia re lease 

w a r n i n g tha t "bu rn ing s o - c a l l e d 
' f o r e s t was te* a t L i d d e l l P o w e r 
Sta t ion and the proposed product ion 
o f charcoal at D u b b o to feed a silicon 
smel te r at L i thgow will ha rm forest 
i n d u s t r y r e f o r m , e n v i r o n m e n t 
protect ion and set back green energy 
growth." 

M r Ange l was responding to the 
F o r e s t M i n i s t e r , K i m Y e a d o n 
a n n o u n c e m e n t o f A u g u s t 2 t h a t 
s awmi l l was te and thinnings from 
n a t i v e fores t are to b e b u r n t for 
e lec t r i c i ty We unders tand several 
p l an t s are to be located around the 
s ta te . Accord ing to a source c lose to 
t h e Fores t Minis ter there is h a l f a 
mi l l ion tonnes o f w o o d was te be ing 
p r o d u c e d a n n u a l l y t h a t i s n o t 
s u i t a b l e fo r p a p e r o r t i m b e r 
p roduc t ion . T h e product ive use o f 
f o r m e r was te sounds terr ibly l ike 
t h e p rev ious a rgumen t s f rom the 
1970 's support ing woodchipp ing for 
p a p e r product ion. 

A c c o r d i n g to a briefing f rom N S W 
F o r e s t P r o d u c t s A s s o c i a t i o n , the 
A s s o c i a t i o n is w o r k i n g w i t h t h e 
N S W State Government and State 
F o r e s t s ( i e t h e F o r e s t r y 
C o m m i s s i o n ) t o ' i n t r o d u c e 
legislat ion a imed at secur ing clear 
r i g h t s to t h e d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f 
r e s o u r c e able to b e t raded b y the 
in t roduc t ion o f ca rbon credi ts . ' In 
o t h e r w o r d s , t h e logging indus t ry 
w a n t s the Government to a l low long 
t e r m contracts to burn native forests 
in furnaces! 

I t i s t h e leas t efficient s a w m i l l 
o p e r a t i o n s w h i c h m a k e t h e m o s t 
w o o d w a s t e . W i t h o u t e f f e c t i v e 
G o v e r n m e n t r e g u l a t i o n , t h e 
e c o n o m i c forces wi thin an ene rgy 
m a r k e t f o r w o o d w a s t e w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e i n e f f i c i e n t m i l l 
operat ions, reducing the incentive to 
i n v e s t in n e w mach ine ry a n d u se 
w o o d for h igher va lue uses. 

T h e fores ts o f n o r t h e a s t N S W 
wi l l also b e d rawn into the furnace 
w i t h p r e v i o u s l y u n l o g g a b l e t rees 
t h a t w e r e s a f e f r o m t h e 
w o o d c h i p p e r s n o w being bu rn t for 
e l e c t r i c i t y . T h e s e t r e e s p r o v i d e 
essent ia l wildl i fe habi ta t and the 
s c h e m e hera lds an intensif icat ion 
o f logg ing . 

The Colong Bulletin, 
September, 1999. 

N a t u r a l H e r i t a g e T r u s t g r a n t 
for G u d g e n b y 

T h e G u d g e n b y B u s h R e g e n e r a t i o n 
G r o u p Inc h a s b e e n successful in its 
applicat ion to the Na tu ra l H e r i t a g e 
T rus t for a g r a n t to a ss i s t i n the 
revegetat ion o f the B o b o y a n P ines 
area. The grant o f $15 300 cove r s the 
per iod to Oc tober 2 0 0 0 and p r o v i d e s 
assistance for the fo l lowing w o r k to 
b e under taken: 

p l a n t i n g a n d s e e d i n g o f 8 0 
hectares o f c leared pine forest; 
m o n i t o r i n g t h e p r o g r e s s o f 
revegetation, and allied functions; 
c o n t r o l o f w e e d s i n t h e 
rehabilitated area; and 
provision o f a n u m b e r o f fenced 
e x c l o s u r e s w h i c h w i l l p r o v i d e 
areas of accelerated regenerat ion. 

Rehabilitation wi l l con t inue t o Tely 
on voluntary w o r k par t ies s o g roup 
p re s iden t E l e a n o r S t o d a r t w o u l d 
l ike to hear f rom anyone w i l l i n g to 
part icipate in th is impor t an t w o r k . 
Alternatively, j u s t c o m e t o a w o r k 
party, details o f w h i c h are se t o u t in 
the Calendar. 

S y d C o m f o r t 

Ginin i F lats M a n a g e m e n t P l a n 
T h e Sep tember Bul le t in a r t ic le on 
Ginini Flats discussed a p l an to close 
M o u n t Franklin R o a d bu t confused 
the issue b y p r in t ing "and" ins tead 
o f "at". T h e p roposa l , s u p p o r t e d b y 
NPA, is to c lose t h e M o u n t F rank l in 
R o a d at the M t Frank l in ca rpa rk . 
W e expect to have a rev ised draft o f 
the m a n a g e m e n t p l an for c o m m e n t 
in N o v e m b e r bu t do n o t e x p e c t th is 
draft to include the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
t o r e m o v e t h e c a r p a r k f r o m t h e 
s lopes o f M t Gin in i a n d c l o s e the 
road at M o u n t Frankl in . 

E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 

Tennent H o m e s t e a d v o l u n t e e r s 

T h a n k y o u to all those p e o p l e w h o 
volunteered to par t ic ipa te in w o r k 
part ies at T e n n e n t H o m e s t e a d . T h e 
P a r k S e r v i c e h o p e s t o s t a r t 
w o r k s o o n a n d I w o u l d l i k e t o to 
upda te the 'Volunteer Reg i s t e r ' . I f 
y o u would still l ike to b e i nvo lved , 
o r to a d d y o u r n a m e t o t h e l i s t , 
p lease contact m e on 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 . 

L e n H a s k e w 



Book reviews 
Living with Platypus. G A Wil l iams 
and M Serena, Austral ian Platypus 
Conservancy, Whit t lesea , Victoria, 
1999, 39pp , $5.00. 

GcoffWil l iams and Melody Serena 
fo rmed the A u s t r a l i a n P l a t y p u s 
C o n s e r v a n c y w i t h the a i m o f 
increas ing k n o w l e d g e of p la typus 
p o p u l a t i o n s and the i r eco log ica l 
requirements . For about four years 
they have worked with Melbourne 
W a t e r to a s c e r t a i n p l a t y p u s 
n u m b e r s in w a t e r w a y s a r o u n d 
M e l b o u r n e , and they have found 
that pla typus do live in surprising 
proximity to human construct ions 
and activity, even occurr ing under 
busy road br idges. 

They also are s tudying platypus in 
a r u r a l s e t t i n g , in the u p p e r 
W i m m e r a c a t c h m e n t in wes t e rn 
V i c t o r i a , w h e r e o v c r c l e a r i n g , 
overs tocking and removal o f water 
for irr igation have produced gully 
e r o s i o n a n d b o t h s t r e a m and 
dryland salinity. 

With this exper ience they are well 
placed to produce a guide such as 
this, wh ich should help Landcare 
g r o u p s , c o u n t r y c o u n c i l s , and 
townplanners to plan their works in 
a way which will improve habitat for 
platypus (and, therefore, for all the 
little creatures that platypus need 
for food) as well as achieving their 
more immedia te ly human-oriented 
aims. It should also be of interest to 
schools which have environmental 
studies in their program. 

A l t h o u g h o f a fairly la rge <A4) 
f o r m a t t h e g u i d e is a m o d e s t 
p r o d u c t i o n , b e i n g pr in ted in one 
colour only, a dark grey blue, which 
provides adequate contrast for both 
t ex t a n d t h e s c a t t e r i n g o f 
photographs , and with a soft cover. 
The text is easy for the busy person 
to read, be ing presented in short 
sections under each heading. 

The first ha l f of the guide gives a 
brief overv iew o f pla typus biology, 
t he i r u n i q u e s h a p e and u n i q u e 
r e p r o d u c t i v e s y s t e m , t h e i r 
l i s t r i b u t i o n , s w i m m i n g ab i l i ty , 
.arrows, feeding, and some general 

r e s u l t s o f t h e M e l b o u r n e and 
W i m m e r a studies. 

T h e s e c o n d h a l f p r o v i d e s t h e 
practical information on how bank 
s t a b i l i s a t i o n a n d o t h e r h u m a n 
construct ions can be done in such a 
way as to improve platypus habi tat . 
F o r e x a m p l e , for t h e i r b u r r o w s 
platypus need at least some areas o f 
steep banks overhung with na t ive 
v e g e t a t i o n . F a l l e n b r a n c h e s in 
s t reams are valuable for inc reas ing 
habitat for invertebrate life. Wi l lows 
clog s t reams with their roots but can 
be removed without d is turbing the 
s t r e a m s by p o i s o n i n g a n d l a t e r 
cutting down, with native vegetat ion 
being established as the roots decay 
natural ly . Cu lve r t s and p i p e s for 
roadworks can all be made p la typus 
f r i e n d l y w i t h a l i t t l e t h o u g h t . 
Platypus are burrowing animals and 
wi l l u se p ipes to r each a r t i f i c ia l 
ponds . If these pipes have cer ta in 
features, such as adequate d iamete r 
and breathing bays if long, they can 
aid r a t h e r than p r e v e n t u s e by 
platypus. 

H o u s e h o l d chemica l s , i n c r e a s e d 
salinity, and nut r ient e n r i c h m e n t 
from fertilisers and human was te all 
c r e a t e p r o b l e m s w h i c h c a n b e 
minimised by thoughtful p lanning . 
A n d w e c a n all d i r e c t l y t a k e 
r e spons ib i l i t y for p r e v e n t i n g the 
injuries caused by tangled f ishing 
line and plastic rings by not l eav ing 
fishing line around and by cut t ing 
all p l a s t i c r i n g s ( s u c h as t h o s e 
s e a l i n g p l a s t i c l ids o n t o j a r s or 
wrapping six packs) before d ispos ing 
of them. 

M o s t L a n d c a r e and P a r k c a r e 
g r o u p s a r e d o i n g t h e i r b e s t t o 
improve the env i ronment for na t ive 
species. Those involved wi th w o r k 
around s treams will find that this 
b o o k p r o v i d e s s o m e h a r d 
b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n to h e l p 
them justify what they are do ing , 
and wil l also gu ide them to w o r k 
more effectively. 

This book can be obtained from the 
Aust ra l ian Pla typus Conse rvancy , 
PO Box 84, Whit t lesea, Vic 3 7 5 7 , for 
the modes t sum of $5.00. 

Eleanor Stodart 

Klaus Hueneke in 1995 

One Step at a Time. B y K l a u s 
H e u n e k e , T a b l e T o p P r e s s , 
C a n b e r r a , 1 9 9 9 . 2 5 5 p a g e s . 
R R P $22.95. 

T h i s b o o k , p resen ted in a soft 
covered, medium format is in two 
parts. The first is autobiographical 
a n d the s e c o n d , a c o l l e c t i o n of 
r e m i n i s c e n c e s and o b s e r v a t i o n s 
made over years of travelling. The 
author has used a variety o f writ ing 
styles and a number o f b lack and 
white photographs to help convey 
his moods and feelings; for this book 
is very much one of introspection. 

T h e f i rs t pa r t o f t h e b o o k 
i n t r o d u c e s the r e a d e r to the 
Heuneke 'clan' and through them to 
the nature of the author himself. His 
father's journeys through Europe in 
t h e 1 9 3 0 s and l o v e o f o u t d o o r 
act ivi t ies , and the family 's 'bush ' 
h o l i d a y s af ter e m i g r a t i o n from 
Germany are offered as reasons for 
the author's enduring love o f the 
Austral ian bush in general and the 
m o u n t a i n s o f the s o u t h c a s t in 
p a r t i c u l a r . T h e a c c o u n t o f the 
m i g r a n t e x p e r i e n c e w i l l r i n g a 
familiar, if not long s i lent , chord 
w i t h m a n y r e a d e r s a n d a l s o 
provides an interesting descript ion 
of a past era in Australia. Similarly, 
t h e au thor ' s first e x p e r i e n c e o f 
Thredbo in 1958 makes a str iking 
comparison with today's commercia l 
developments . 

In part one the author also gives 
an open and, at times, frank account 
o f his journey into manhood . A t the 
conc lus ion o f this part , the book 
delivers the reader to the start of a 
ser ies o f descr ip t ions o f phys ica l 
journeys . 

Part two opens with a narrat ion 
a b o u t the author 's re turn t r ip to 
Europe in 1977. This is the first of 



Book reviews 
18 such s tor ies , all o f which are 

independent o f e ach other and o f a 
l eng th a n d s t y l e w h i c h a l l o w s a 
q u i c k s k i m o r a s l o w e r , m o r e 
thoughtful r e a d . T h e early stories 
a re m o r e o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d 
d e s c r i p t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
revelat ions o f se l f proffered, in par t 
one . H o w e v e r , h i s descr ip t ions o f 
adven tu res in p l a c e s such as the 
K i a n d r a to K o s z c i u s k o c ro s s ing , 
R o u n d M o u n t a i n , T h e R o l l i n g 
G r o u n d s , R o t t e n S w a m p a n d 
M i m o s a R o c k s wi l l appeal to m a n y 
NPA m e m b e r s famil iar wi th these 
p l a c e s . T h e s t o r i e s o f t h e h i g h 
country in par t icu lar have sufficient 
g e o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l to a l l ow the 
reader to fo l l ow t h e m on a map . 

O t h e r e v e n t s a s v a r i e d as an 
archaeological d ig in the MacDonald 
Ranges and logg ing protests in the 
Tantawangalo State Forest both shed 
light on the interests and nature o f 
the author and describe the conditions 
and occurrences at the time. 

M a n y o f t h e au thor ' s t ravel l ing 
c o m p a n i o n s a re men t ioned in the 
b o o k . S o m e , l i k e R e g A l d e r a n d 
Graham Scully, are wel l known to 
N P A m e m b e r s . O n e , h o w e v e r , is 
given a spec ia l p lace . The late Neil 
Wilson, w h o appears in photographs 
on the front o f t w o o f the author's 
other books (People of the Australian 
High Country a n d Kiandra to 
Kosciusko) h a d b e e n a c l o s e 
c o m p a n i o n o f the au thor over the 
years. H i s p a s s i n g in 1998 seems to 
have g i v e n c a u s e to a return to a 
m o r e r e f l e c t i v e s t y l e f o r t h e 
descriptions o f the last two journeys . 
The l a s t o f t h e s e , a so lo w a l k to 
M o u n t B o g o n g , d e s c r i b e s t h e 
emotions and irrat ional mind games 
that m a n y solo w a l k e r s wou ld have 
exper ienced . I t a l so descr ibes one 
m a n ' s w a y o f d e a l i n g w i t h th i s 
aspect o f h u m a n frailty. 

One Step at a Time wi l l o f fe r 
different th ings to different people . 
Readers o f K l a u s Heuneke 's other 
works wi l l f ind this an interest ing 
addition. B u s h w a l k e r s looking for 
new ideas wi l l a l so find value in its 
pages , w h i l e o the rs wil l recognise 
themselves at var ious t imes and will 
profit f r o m ref lect ion. 

Mart in Cha lk 

Calendar 

D e c J a n F e b M a r 

Committee Meeting Thur 2 Thur 3 Thur 2 

Environment sub-committee 1 Thur 9 Thur 10 Thur 9 

General Meetings T h u r 1 7 T h u r 1 6 

Christmas Party 2 Sun 12 

Gudgenby work parties 3 Sat 4 Sat 12 Sat 11 

Illustrated talk - 40 years of the NPA*1 Sun 19 

Further Details 
1 - Nevi l le Esau 6286 4176 
2 — Outings Program 
3 - M e e t Yankee H a t carpark 10am, 
E leano r Stodart 6281 5004 
4 - F iona M a c D o n a l d B r a n d wi l l 
d e l i v e r this t a lk in t h e N a m a d g i 
Vis i to r Centre c o m m e n c i n g at 3 p m . 

General Meetings 
Thursday 17 February. S w a m p 
Disaster. David Tantor, a m e m b e r o f 
t h e N S W NPA and long-t ime swamp 
w a t c h e r , w i l l t a l k a b o u t 
W i n g e c a r r i b e e S w a m p . In A u g u s t 
1998 this swamp w a s badly damaged 
b y ca ta s t roph ic g e o m o r p h o l o g i c a l 
even t s during a heavy s torm. W h a t 
happened? W h a t is the significance 
o f the s w a m p which is h o m e to three 
p lan t species on the endangered list? 
W h a t can be done to stabil ise the 
situation and wha t are the prospects 
for rehabil i tat ion? 
Thursday IQMarch. Forty Years On. 
T h e Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion o f 
the A C T turns 40 this month . Join 
u s for an evening o f r emin i scence 
a n d fel lowship en l ivened by tales, 
s o m e s h o r t , s o m e t a l l b u t a l l 
entertaining. Afterwards, a glass o f 
c h a m p a g n e and a c o m m e m o r a t i v e 
c a k e . B e t h e r e a n d b e p a r t o f 
N P A history. 

New members 
R i t a Law, Isabella Plains 
Chr i s Elford, Yarra lumla 
Pau l and Penny Mlakar, Ainsl ie 
H u g h Brocklebank, South Bruce 
W a y n e Deeker, K i p p a x 
R o s e m a r i e and Ian H a w k e , Curtin 
G r a c e Holroyd, Rivet t 
H e n r y a n d R o b b i e B e r e n s o n , 
M a c g r e g o r 
G e r d a van de K a m p , Yarra lumla 

Red dot 
I f the associat ion records s h o w a 
m e m b e r as no t h a v i n g p a i d t h e 
subscript ion for 1999 a red dot has 
been placed on the address label and 
no further Bulletins will b e pos t ed 
until the subscript ion is r ece ived . 
Please r ing Dianne in the office i f 
there are any queries about th is . 

Special events at 
Namadgi Visitor 
Centre 
December 12 3pm N a m a d g i a n d 
N a t i v e T i t l e : R e s e a r c h i n g t h e 
H i s t o r i c a l E v i d e n c e , b y A n n 
Jackson-Nakano. 

December 19 to January 30 T h e 
Othe r Moun ta ins o f Aus t ra l i a , an 
Exhibi t ion by Al lan Fox. 
February 6 to March 12 H u t s o f 
Namadgi and the Snowy Mounta ins , 
an exhibi t ion co-ordinated by J i m 
Hart , Kosciuszko Huts Assoc ia t ion 
February 12 Off the Bea ten T r a c k 
in Namadgi , by Mur ray Dow. 
February 20 Beh ind the S c e n e r y : 
Namadgi ' s Sites o f Signif icance, by 
Joss Haiblen 
February 27 C a n F e r a l P i g s 
R e c o g n i s e S t a t e B o r d e r s ? : C o 
operat ive Park M a n a g e m e n t A c r o s s 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n A l p s , b y B r e t t 
M a c N a m a r a 

March 5 Sc i ence in H i g h P l a c e s : 
R e s e a r c h in N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
Park, by Trish MacDona ld . 
March 19 The Push for a Nat iona l 
Pa rk in the A C T : c e l e b r a t i n g 4 0 
y e a r s o f . t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n ( A C T ) , F i o n a 
M a c D o n a l d Brand. 



National Parks Association (ACT) 
NPA Christmas Party - Sunday 12 December 

detai ls in Out ings Program 

i\FA members on a recent outing with the Friends of the Mongarlowe River view the Monga waratah in bloom 
and learn of plans to start logging again in the Monga State Forest. Photo Reg Alder. 
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2 2 March daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leaden David Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

T h e March edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 5 March Saturday daywalk 

Bungonia Tops 

. Leaden C o l McAlister 1 A / B 

M a p : Caoura 1:25 000 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A n easy loop walk taking in the three main lookouts with breathtaking 

views (Bungonia Lookdown, Jerrara Lookout and Adams Lookout). A 

side trip co view Bungonia Gorge and rhe Shoalhaven Gorge from M t 

Ayre. T i m e and energy permitting, an optional side trip towards Jerrara 

Falls and Bungonia Falls. Meet at 8 .00am at the Netball Centre carpark, 

Northbourne Avenue Lyneham. 2 8 0 k m s , $ 6 0 per car (including $ 5 park 

entry fee). 

17 - 2 3 April one week carcamp and/or packwalk 

Coolah Tops National Park 

Leaders: Wayne Veide, M a x Lawrence 

Phone: Wayne 0 2 6 5 5 3 4 3 5 1 (Wingham) 

M a x 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

O n e for the diary. Coolah Tops is one o f the new generation o f national 

parks, and is located on the Divide co the west o f the Hunter Valley. 

T h e intention is to leave Canberra on rhe M o n d a y before Easter, and 

return on Easter Sunday. Full details in the autumn program. 

NPA outings program 
January - March 2000 

O u t i n g s gu ide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require
ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 
to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 
"WITH LEADER. 

Other activities indude nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 
Pleasehelp keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 
New leaders are welcome. The outings coven or is happy to suggest locations 
suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 
free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 
you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 
A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 
for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association o f 
the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in £ny 
such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 
D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 
the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 
accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 
approximate distances for return journeys. 

"Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 2 0 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 



Sunday 12 December 1999 
NPA Christmas Parry 
Contact: Max Lawrence 
Phone: 6288 1370 
Our Christmas Parrv this vear wiil be at Ni l Desperandum in 
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. Because ot access problems (a number 
of locked gates through private property), ir will be necessary to 
form car convovs starting from just outside of the main entrance 
gates to TNR (near the works for the new visitors centre). Convoys 
will leave a[ 1 lam and 12 noon sharp, so don't be late or you II miss 
out. A continuous shuttle will work for departures, so within some 
limits, vou'll be able to leave pretty much when you want to. Bring 
a picnic lunch and refreshments, and let's celebrate Christmas 
together. Also, don't forget to bring along donations of gear and 
goodies for our fun-raising auction.' 

Field trips for NPA research projects 
Contacts: Clive Hurlstone 040 7783 422 (mobile) 

Ray Polglaze 6247 1024 
A number of field trips will be held over the first quarter of 
the vear 2000 for NPA research proiects on 'Conservation 
management of ACT parks and other public lands'. These 
dav crips will be to plantation forests. Namadgi National 
Park, and other parks and reserves. Their object is to see 
first hand what the conservation issues are. The trips involve 
short walks, and lots of looking and talking. The two held 

t so far have been reallv interesting and not at all screnuous. 
The next trip will be to the northern Cotter catchment. For 
more information please contact Clive or Ray. 

19 December Sunday daywalk 
M t Gingera 
Leader: Colin McAlister 2A 
Map: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6288 4171 
Escape rhe summer heat by taking a high country walk from Mt 
Ginini carpark to Mt Gingera via Pryors Hut  and return, a total of 
14km. The climb from the hut to the summit is about 200m, but 
rhe views are well worth the effort. Meet at the carpark on Uriarra 
R\>ad just off the Cotter Road at S.OOam. 120kms. 524 per car. 

4 - 9 January 2000 one week packwalk 
Bogong High Plains Circuit 
Leader: David Large 3A/B 
Map: VICMAP Bogong Alpine Area 1:50 000 
Phone: 6291 4830 
Our first event of the new millenium. A six day packwalk described by 
John Chapman in Bushwalking Australia (Lonelv Planet). Walk includes 
a 800m descent and ascent on the fourth day. Contact leader as soon as 
possible so that transport arrangements can be set up. Cost will depend 
on numbers and mode of transport. 

9 January 2000 Sunday daywalk 
Carruthers Peak via Blue Lake 
Leader: Brian Slee 2A/C 
Map: Mount Kosciusko 1:50 000 
Phone: 6261 3509(w),6281 0719(h) 
Our first daywalk of the new millenium! Park at Charlotte Pass, and after 
crossing the Snowy River head off-track northwards. Proceed aboveHedley 
Tarn, taking in views of it and Blue Lake. Rejoin track and return via 
Carruthers Peak and eithet track or Club Lake (off-track). .Afternoon tea 
Jindabyne. Numbers strictly limited to minimise impact, so phone early 
ro book. Insect repellent a necessitv! 430kms, 586 per car. 

16 January Sunday davwalk 
Mt Lincoln 
Leader: Geoff Barker 3B/C/E 
Map: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6242 0947(h), 040 0799 0102(mobile) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Start from the Smokers firetrail 
carpark off the Corin Dam road, and walk down to the headwaters of 
Blue Gum Creek through open forest. Climb to the peak at 1460m. and 
enjoy great views of Canberra and various prominent Namadgi peaks. 
Return to cars via Emu Flat. SOkrns, $16 per car. 

22 January 
Closing date for Bundanon bookings (see 5 March) 
Have you booked for Pittwater (see 17-19 March) 

22 January Saturday evening walk 
Southern Namadgi 
Leader: Martin Chalk 1B/C 
Map: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 6268 4864(w), 6292 3502(h) 
A dusk-in to-night walk somewhere in the Grassy Creek/ Boboyan area. 
Avoid the summer heat, eat dinner by sunset, and walk by moonlight. 
Oh! .And see some interesring country too! Contact leader bv preceding 
Wednesday for details. 140kms. S28 per car. 



2 3 January Sunday daywalk 

C o o l e m a n Ridge 

Leaden Yvonne Bartos 1 A 

M a p : Canberra street directory 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

. A nice stroll around the tracks on C o o l e m a n Ridge, enjoying this fine 

part o f Canberra Nature Park with its views over Canberra and the 

M u r r u m b i d g e e . M e e t at 9 . 0 0 a m ar K a m b a h V i l l a g e shops . 

Okms, $ 0 per car. 

2 6 January Australia D a y daywalk 

Big H o l e and Marble Arch 

Leaden M a x Lawrence 2A7E 

Reft Kain 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

O u r January midweek walk is a public holiday! Meet at Canberra Railway 

Station Kingston at 8 .30am. A pleasant walk on a dedicated walking 

track to the Big Hole , a vast unfenced sinkhole (beware, 1 1 4 m deep!!), 

and Marble Arch, a limestone cave through a ridge followed by a narrow 

and spectacular limestone gorge ending in a swimming hole. Drive via 

Captains Flat with some gravel. It may be necessary ro wade or paddle 

across the Shoalhaven River. 1 8 0 kms, $ 3 6 per car. 

3 0 January Sunday daywalk 

Tuross Falls 

Leaden M i k e Smith 1 A or 2 B / E 

Refi Belowra 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station at 7 . 3 0 a m . Drive to cascades on 

headwaters o f Tuross River above Tuross Falls easr o f C o o m a . Either (1) 

walk along footpath to overview falls, (2 ) cross river and walk to top o f 

falls with a scramble to the base of the falls for the adventurous, and/or 

(3) swim at the cascades if hot for an easy afternoon. 3 0 0 kms, $ 6 0 per car. 

5 February Saturday daywalk 

Ramshead to Kosciuszko 

Leaden Steve Hil l 3 A / C / E 

M a p : M o u n t Kosciusko 1:50 0 0 0 

Phone 6 2 3 1 9186 (ah) 

A day o f fabulous views at a time when the wildflowers should be at their 

best, but will only proceed if good weather is in prospect. From rhe cop 

o f che Crackenback chairlift, walk direct to the Ramshead ( 2 1 9 0 m ) , 

descend to Leatherbarrel Creek headwaters, cross the Swampy Plains River 

below Cootapatamba Hut , and cl imb M t Kosciuszko from the south to 

join the madding crowds on top. T h e return co the chair m a y involve 

climbing North Ramshead if there is time. A long drive, a long walk, an 

early start and a late finish, largely off-track, and requiring good fitness. 

M i n i m u m impact walking means numbers will be strictly limited, so 

book early. 4 2 5 k m s , $ 8 5 per car, plus ch airlift. 

6 February Sunday daywalk 

Brindabella Range Ramble 

Leader: Steven Forst 2 / A 

R e f i A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 1 6817(ah) 

Meeting in the carpark off" Uriarra Road near the Cotter Road at 

8 .30am. A fire trail walk through the tall 'shady' forest between the 

Cotter River and the Brindabella Road. Nestled in a souxh easr facing 

valley this moist temperate/alpine eucalyptus forest provides for 

pleasant walking even in summer. Some views of Canberra. 8 0 kms, 

$ 1 6 per car. 

1 2 February Saturday work party 

G B R G W o r k Party 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

T h e Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Groups primary concern is the 

rehabilitation of the area in the middle o f our National Park formerly 

occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. W o r k parries are held 

each month in conjunction with the parks service, and usually involve 

weed removal and planting o f native vegetation. A l l activities 

commence at 10 .00am at the Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hat ' carpark. 

1 2 — 13 February weekend packwalk 

Goodradigbee River, W e e Jasper 

Leaden Fiona M a c D o n a l d Brand 1 A 

Ref: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 4 7 9 5 3 8 

Contact leader by Wednesday for derails. A relaxing and easy weekend 

on the Goodradigbee River near Micalong Creek Great campsite 

with swimming and fishing. 160 kms, $ 3 2 per car. 

2 0 February Sunday daywalk 

M t Twynam and Watsons Crags 

Leaden Steve Hill 4 A / C / E 

M a p : M o u n t Kosciusko 1:50 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9186(ah) 

This walk will proceed only if the weather is likely to be good. From 

the Charlottes Pass carpark we go on track to che Blue Lake lookout, 

then off-track to the cop ofTwynam ( 2 1 9 6 m ) and out on to Watsons 

Crags for unsurpassed views of the 1 7 0 0 m fall from the M a i n Range 

peaks to the Geehi River. A n early start and a late finish, with a 

demanding walk in between. For fit walkers. M i n i m u m impact 

walking means numbers will be strictly limited, so b o o k early. 

4 3 0 k m s , $ 8 6 per car. 



23 February daywalk 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Ken Free 
Phone: 6295 8894 
The Februarv edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. 
Phone leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

27 Februarv Sunday daywalk 
Monga State Forest 
Leader: Len Haskew 1A 
Maps: Monga, Araluen 1:25 000 
Phone: 62SI 4268 
Rejoin the Friends of theMongarlowee River and have another look at 
a different aspect of this beautiful but threatened area. This time we 
will explore some ot the rainforest diversity and if time permits, 
have a look ac the old growth forest which is under threat o( logging. 
Meet at Canberra Railway Kingston at 7.45am. 200kms, S40 per 
car. plus a donation for the Friends. 

4 — 5 March weekend packwalk 
Bibbenluke Mountain 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 3A/D/E 
Map: Corang 1:25 000 
Phone: 6254 3094 
Bad weather frustrated Phil's last attempt at this, but he feels the 
sisns are more auspicious this time round. A walk in the western 
Budawangs from the Wog Wog entrance. Mostly on cracks but with 
some scrub and a bit of rock scrambling in places. Contact leader 
bv Wednesday 1 March for more details and bookings. 250kms. 
S50 per car. 

5 March Sunday excursion 
Bun dan on 
Leader: Len Haskew 
Map: Cartoscape's Shoalhaven Region {free from 1800 024 261) 
Phone: 6281 4268 
Bundanon, situated on the Shoalhaven River about 30kms west of 
Nowra. is the Bovd familv gift to the people of Australia. It is open 
to the public on the first Sunday ot rhe month - light refreshments 
are available and there are grassed areas for picnics. Admission charges 
are Si 5 lor $ 10 for Pension or Seniors Card holders). Contact Len 
no later than 22 January^ as firm bookings have to be made well in 
advance ot a proposed visit. Bundanon is about 275kms from 
Canberra, making the return drive 550kms (SI 10 per car). 

j 11 March Saturday work parry 
GBRG Work Party 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart 
Phone: 6281 5004 

j Help restore the bush ac Gudgcnbv. All activities commence at 10.00am 
I at the Bobovan Pines (Yankee Hat) carpark. 

f& — 2o March long weekend packwalk 
Folly Point 

I Leader: Steven Forst 2A (pack), 3B/C/E (day) 
Map: C M W Budawangs 
Phone: 6251 6817(ah) 
A walk via the Endrick River to Folly Point. First dav is an easy packwalk 
to a camp site in The Vines area. A daywalk che nexc day out to Folly 
Point (famous Budawang views) tor lunch, returning to The Vines camp. 
Walk out Monday. Contact leader by Wednesdav/£"March. 340kms. 

| $68 per car. 

2o March Canberra Day (Monday) 
ACT Alive 
Lawns opposite Old Parliament House 
Contacr: Yvonne Bartos 
Phone: 6231 5699 
We are asking members to help the NPA by calling in to our tent and 
spending up to a coupie of hours answering questions about che-Association 
and its aims, and about the display. You will also have the opportunity to 

1 sec the other interesting stalls at this popular exhibition. Please phone if 
1 vou can help. 
; ic - (Z- &a 
: 1 7 - 1 9 March hostel weekend 
j Pittwater Yt iA 
' Leader: David Large 
! Phone: 6291 4830 
[ Joint NPA/FBI activity. Enjoy a weekend at Pittwater ("che most beautiful 
I hostel on earch"). Numerous walks in area. Visits to North Head 

Quarantine Scacion Museum and Sydney Harbour National Park also 
planned if cime permics. An opportunity to utilise NPA's YHA group 

] membership. Cost for Friday and Saturday nights S I 7 (dorm.), 
| $21 (double) per person per night. Saturday only S22/S26. Bring own 
i food and linen. Numbers limited, and earlv response required to confirm 
! booking - so get in and phone the leader early! Transport arrangements 
| and costs to be advised. 


