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From the President 
Annual report - August 1999 
In the past 12 mon ths the Nat ional 
Parks Assoc ia t ion o f the A C T has 
mainta ined a h igh level o f activity 
i n p u r s u i t o f i t s c o n s e r v a t i o n 
o b j e c t i v e s , p r o v i d e d a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ou t ings and ta lks 
program for members , and has been 
g r a n t e d a s i gn i f i c an t a m o u n t o f 
fAmding b y the A C T Government for 
pa rk and conservat ion advocacy. 

T h e n u m b e r o f members o f t h e 
N P A h a s r e m a i n e d s t e a d y . 
M e m b e r s h i p p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
o u t i n g s p r o g r a m a c t i v i t i e s h a s 
g r o w n , b u t g r o w t h in m e m b e r 
involvement wi th the envi ronment 
s u b - c o m m i t t e e ac t iv i t ies has n o t 
taken place. 

Since the last A G M the Committee 
has no t b e e n j o i n e d b y a n y m o r e 
members and the p lanned absence 
o f Commit tee m e m b e r s through the 
yea r required s o m e j o b sharing. T h e 
C o m m i t t e e f u l f i l l e d i t s 
adminis t ra t ive role , m c l u d i n g the 
dispersal o f information and tasks 
t o t h e s u b - c o m m i t t e e s a n d 
member s . 

The repr int ing o f the NPA guide 
Birds of the ACT a n d a n e w 
r e c r u i t m e n t p a m p h l e t w e r e 
o r g a n i s e d a n d c o m p l e t e d . 
Discussions on pubhshing a guide to 
Canberra Nature Park and history 
of Namadgi were he ld and a decision 
w a s t aken no t to p r o c e e d at th is 
t ime. 

Financia l support 
T h e N P A has received substantial 
financial support from Envi ronment 
A C T : last year as a service contract 
for $15 262 to provide advocacy for 
conserva t ion and m a n a g e m e n t o f 
parks, assistance wi th NPA Bulletin 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d p r o m o t i o n o f 
Namadg i Nat ional Park; this yea r 
as a grant o f $26 250 for projects on 
Conservat ion M a n a g e m e n t o f A C T 
parks and other publ ic land. 

Promot iona l activities 
Promot ional activities organised by 
t h e C o m m i t t e e i n c l u d e d t h r e e 
s t a f f e d d i s p l a y s a t A C T A l i v e , 
T idb inb i l l a Eas t e r E x t r a v a g a n z a 

and "World E n v i r o n m e n t Day. A n 
N P A display is presently in the A C T 
Publ ic Library system. 

T h e q u a r t e r l y NPA Bulletin 
c o n t i n u e s to m a i n t a i n a h i g h 
s t a n d a r d , t h a n k s t o a l l t h o s e 
enthusias t ic contr ibutors and the 
refining and edit ing b y the Bulletin 
w o r k i n g g roup led b y Syd Comfor t . 

Genera l meet ings 
T h e n ine general meet ings he ld at 
Fores t ry House , the best mee t ing 
v e n u e in Canberra , we re addressed 
b y g u e s t s p e a k e r s o r g a n i s e d b y 
L e n H a s k e w . M e e t i n g s w e r e 
a t t e n d e d b y 20 to 50 m e m b e r s . 
S p e a k e r h i g h l i g h t s w e r e , 
Syd Comfort on walking in southern 
C h i l e a n d A r g e n t i n a , 
Jeff Unde rwood on the brush-tailed 
r o c k w a l l a b y r e c o v e r y p r o g r a m , 
Kelv in Officer and Bruce Ford on 
Abor ig ina l rock art in the A C T and 
further afield, Alis tair H e n c h m a n 
on N S W parks in the future, and 
B r e n d a n E d g a r o n t h e R a m s a r 
C o n v e n t i o n a n d w e t l a n d s in 
Austral ia . 

Out ings 

T h e Ou t ings Sub-commi t t ee gave 
the N P A an astonishing var ie ty o f 
activit ies in w h i c h to par t ic ipate . 
C r u i s i n g o n t h e H a w k e s b u r y , 
c a n o e i n g , c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y , a 
Saturday night walk, short wa lks in 
coo l fores ts and rea l ly good p a c k 
wa lks . Our thanks go to the outings 
l e a d e r s a n d c o n v e n e r M a x 
Lawrence . 

Th i s yea r hands-on conservation 
activity involved four well-at tended 
work parties for briar removal in the 
Hospi ta l Creek regenera t ion area 
and p i n e w i l d i n g r e m o v a l to the 
s o u t h a n d w e s t o f B o b o y a n p i n e 
p l a n t a t i o n . M a n y m e m b e r s 
part ic ipated in the Gudgenby B u s h 
R e g e n e r a t i o n G r o u p w h i c h h e l d 
e ight w o r k part ies and seed pot t ing 
sessions. 

E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-committee 

T h e E n v i r o n m e n t and N a m a d g i 
Sub-commi t t ees b e c a m e one wi th 

Nevi l le Esau becoming convener in 
N o v e m b e r . T h e r e g u l a r m o n t h l y 
m e e t i n g s w e r e a u g m e n t e d w i t h 
w o r k i n g g r o u p m e e t i n g s and a 
m e e t i n g w i t h P a r k s a n d 
Conservat ion staff from N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k w h i c h k e p t u s 
informed of park activities and gave 
s u b - c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s t h e 
opportuni ty to ask quest ions about 
a range o f issues. 

The Envi ronment Sub-commit tee 
w a s i n v o l v e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
activities: 

• NPA representat ion a long wi th 
the Conservat ion Counci l before 
t h e A C T A s s e m b l y S t a n d i n g 
C o m m i t t e e on U r b a n Serv ices 
and the Envi ronment hear ing on 
draft variat ions to the Territory 
Plan No . 89 (Mur rumbidgee and 
Molonglo r iver corr idors) ; 

• a submiss ion on the impac t o f 
nat ional compe t i t ion pol icy on 
the N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t 
(ACT) ; 

• a submiss ion on the Ginini Flats 
W e t l a n d s dra f t m a n a g e m e n t 
plan; 

• a submission on the out-of-date 
details in the Namadg i National 
Park Plan o f Managemen t . 

T h e NPA's Riesearch Officer, R a y 
Polg laze , comple t ed the fo l lowing 
projects assisted by m e m b e r s o f the 
Envi ronment Sub-commit tee : 

• a response to the Purdon Repor t 
o n L a n d M a n a g e m e n t 
Agreements for A C T rural leases. 

• an N P A w o r k i n g p a p e r on the 
features needed to m a k e Land 
M a n a g e m e n t A g r e e m e n t s 
effective. 

• a s u b m i s s i o n o n t h e D r a f t 
Environmenta l F l o w Guidel ines 
for A C T rivers. 

• a submiss ion on the Draft Water 
Resources M a n a g e m e n t Plan for 
the ACT. 

T h e Sub-committee 's A C T activities 
were supplemented wi th attendance 
of public hearings o f the inquiry into 

continued on page 5 



A management plan for Ginini Flats 
T h e G i n i n i F la t s s u b a l p i n e b o g 
complex has a greater expanse o f 
sphagnum moss than any one o f the 
numerous bogs within Kosc iuszko 
Nat iona l Park . It is h o m e to the 
n o r t h e r n c o r r o b o r e e f rog , an 
e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s , a n d is an 
important stopover for the migratory 
Japanese snipe. 

In D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 5 it w a s 
n o m i n a t e d as a w e t l a n d o f 
international significance under the 
R a m s a r C o n v e n t i o n , an 
i n t e rna t i ona l a g r e e m e n t for the 
protection of habitat for migra tory 
waterfowl and other avian life. The 
Ramsar site includes four adjacent 
but separate bogs: West Ginini Flats 
and Gin in i Flats d r a in ing to the 
n o r t h i n t o G i n i n i C r e e k , a n d 
Cheyenne Flats and Morass Flats 
draining to the south into Stockyard 
Creek, and sur rounding wood land 
and tussock g rass l and w h i c h the 
c o r r o b o r e e f r o g s u s e w h e n n o t 
breeding. West Ginini Flats has a 
large trench through it, dug in 1 9 3 8 
to study the peat profile, and two 
areas wh ich were m i n e d for pea t 
and are now visible only as lower 
areas, as natural rehabil i tat ion has 
been effective. The main dangers to 
the a rea are p igs , bushf i r e s and 
overuse and pollution by people and 
their vehicles . 

Even t h o u g h Gin in i F la ts falls 
within Namadgi National Park, its 
nomina t ion as a R a m s a r site has 
meant that a specific m a n a g e m e n t 
plan is required. 

Envi ronment A C T obta ined funds 
t h r o u g h t h e 1 9 9 8 - 9 9 N a t u r a l 
Heri tage Trust Grants to engage a 
c o n s u l t a n t to p r e p a r e the p l a n . 
A t e c h P t y L t d , t h e s u c c e s s f u l 
a p p l i c a n t in a f ield o f four, had 
limited t ime in which to prepare the 
plan and consul t with c o m m u n i t y 
g roups . The i r presenta t ion at the 
Namadgi Visi tor Cent re on M a y 7 
was at tended by representa t ives o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T , E n v i r o n m e n t 
Aus t ra l i a , NPA (Cl ive Hur l s tone , 
Nevil le Esau, Tim Walsh, Reg Alder, 
F i o n a M a c D o n a l d B r a n d a n d 
E l e a n o r S t o d a r t ) and N g u n a w a l 
elders . The field day on M a y 1 1 w a s 
attended by Namadgi staff and NPA 
m e m b e r s R e g A l d e r , F i o n a 

Freezing and melting of moisture in peat causes frost heave, loosening 
particles that are then easily eroded. Photo Reg Alder. 

M a c D o n a l d B r a n d and E l e a n o r 
Stodart . 

T h e draft plan w a s re leased in 
early June , later than planned, and 
comments were required by June 1 8 . 
A t N P A ' s E n v i r o n m e n t S u b 
c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g on 1 3 M a y 
express ions o f interest were sought 
to form a working g roup to prepare 
o u r r e s p o n s e to t h e d ra f t 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan . T h e w o r k i n g 
g r o u p ( C l i v e H u r l s t o n e , N e v i l l e 
Esau, Tim Walsh, Stephen Johnston, 
and Eleanor Stodart) me t on June 
8 , o n e w e e k la te r t han in i t i a l ly 
planned, and the draft response was 
presented to the Env i ronment Sub
c o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g on T h u r s d a y 
June 10 with requests for comments 
by the fol lowing Tuesday, and the 
final submiss ion w a s del ivered to 
Atech on the 17th. 

T h e dra f t p l an i n c l u d e d s o m e 
e x p e c t e d and s o m e m o r e 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l e l e m e n t s . G e n e r a l 
opinion both within and outside NPA 
was that it was at best a preliminary 
d ra f t . T h e N P A w o r k i n g g r o u p 
l imited its r e sponse to the major 
issues, with jus t a brief commen t on 
the need for good editing. We could 

have commented on the structure of 
the plan, but that would have taken 
more t ime and resources than we had 
available. 

T h e m a j o r i s s u e s a n d o u r 
comments were : 

• Recommendation to close Mount 
Franklin Road and Mount 
Franklin carpark. Af t e r s o m e 
d i s c u s s i o n w e i g h i n g the 
disadvantage to walkers against 
the increased exposure to fire that 
goes with easy access , and the 
clear evidence o f four-wheel drive 
use o f the ski run, the g r o u p 
decided that NPA should support 
the c l o s u r e if w e w e r e rea l ly 
s e r i o u s a b o u t p r o t e c t i n g the 
w e t l a n d s m o s t effect ively. T h e 
present locked gate and carpark 
are in quite a bad position relative 
to the F l a t s ; and the M o u n t 
Franklin carpark is the nearest 
location on the road that is in the 
A C T and outside the catchment 
for the wet lands. 

• Recommendation to revegetate ski 
run. S u p p o r t e d ; a l so tha t the 
natural process be reinforced by 
spreading of seed from local trees 
and planting of seedlings. 



Namadgi Park rangers, Atech Pty Ltd consultants and NPA members 
inspect Ginini Flats wetlands. Photo Reg Alder. 

Recommendation for walking 
track to wetlands. Opposed , as 
such a t rack wou ld increase the 
n u m b e r o f peop le walk ing over 
the bog . Signs at Moun t Franklin 
should be l imited to di rect ion to 
M o u n t G i n i n i a n d M o u n t 
G inge ra and announcemen t o f 
l imitat ions to camping. Signs at 
the wet lands could inform people 
o f the sensit ivi ty o f the area. 
Recommendation that camping 
be prohibited in the Ginini 
catchment. Suppor ted . 
Recommendation to remove 
Stockyard Arboretum. Aga in the 
w o r k i n g g roup weighed up the 
a d v a n t a g e s o f r e t a i n i n g t h e 
arboretum for its historical value 
and the p rob lems o f cont inued 
vehicular access which would b e 
needed to control wildings (the 
t r a c k g o e s a c r o s s C h e y e n n e 
Flats) and decided to support the 
r e m o v a l . In t i m e , w h e n 
seeds tock f rom the in t roduced 
trees is exhausted and wildings 
n o l o n g e r a p p e a r , t h e t r a c k 
should be revegetated. 
Feral animals. The draft plan had 

a rather odd recommendat ion for 
fencing and trapping to remove 
pigs. Pigs do cause damage, even 
w i t h t h e p r e s e n t p r o g r a m o f 
control, but a fence for t rapping 
would cause more damage, and 
N P A d i d n o t s u p p o r t t h i s 
proposal . Feral horses also will 
n e e d to b e m o n i t o r e d as t h e y 
occur at Murray's Gap . 

• Recommendation 
to protect the area from 
fire (including 
controlled burns). 
Suppor ted . 
• Aviation beacon. 
NPA recommended that 
Parks and Conservation 
should l iaise t o w a r d s 
i n t r o d u c i n g a n o n -
polluting power source. 
O n e i ssue w e did no t 
c o m m e n t on w a s 
whether there w a s need 
fo r i n t e r v e n t i o n to 
improve rehabili tation 
of the trench (see Reg's 
p h o t o g r a p h o f f ros t 
heave in bare dirt in the 
trench). The draft plan 
concluded that as work 
to stabilise the t rench 
w o u l d c a u s e d a m a g e 
a n d n a t u r a l 
regeneration appears to 
be working (though very 
s l o w l y ) , i t w o u l d b e 
b e t t e r t o l e a v e i t t o 
nature. 

T h e consul tants had to place this 
m a n a g e m e n t plan in the context o f 
the p r e sen t M a n a g e m e n t P lan for 
N a m a d g i . A s t h a t w a s wr i t t en in 
1986, before self -government , their 
ci tat ions are accurate reflections o f 
the plan, bu t not o f today's legislation. 
T h e m a p reproduced from that plan 
is also out o f date. However , the final 
draft wil l n o w have to b e considered 
b y Env i ronmen t A C T and it wil l b e 
s o m e t ime before w e see the result . 

Eleanor Stodart 
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T h e Per isher Range Mas te r P lan , 
m e e t i n g a t t e n d a n c e a n d a 
s u b m i s s i o n on t h e D r a f t A l p i n e 
Strategy, and a submiss ion on the 
D r a f t P l a n o f M a n a g e m e n t f o r 
M o r t o n and B u d a w a n g N a t i o n a l 
Park. 

W i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l g r a n t a n d 
p lanned projec ts a b u s y y e a r l ies 
ahead for the Sub-commit tee . 

M y t h a n k s g o to N P A O f f i c e 
M a n a g e r D i a n n e H a s t i e a n d 
Resea rch Officer R a y Po lg laze , to 
Commit tee members Past President 
E l e a n o r S t o d a r t , S e c r e t a r y 
M a x L a w r e n c e , T r e a s u r e r M i k e 

Smi th , Yvonne Bartos , L e n Haskew, 
Dav id Pfanner, and T imothy Walsh . 
Th i s yea r I w o u l d like give an extra 
thank y o u to Eleanor for tak ing on 
the task o f manag ing the repr int ing 
of Birds of the ACT and to Len w h o 
has been ve ry busy away from the 
N P A but took on minu te tak ing and 
other tasks a wel l as organis ing the 
gues t speakers . 

In conclus ion I wish to thank all 
m e m b e r s f o r t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g 
s u p p o r t o f t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Assoc ia t ion . 

Clive Hur l s tone 



Gudgenby plans may have commercial input 
The NPA A C T wrote to the Minister 
for U r b a n S e r v i c e s , B r e n d a n 
S m y t h , express ing concern at an 
i tem in Env i ronmen t A C T ' s New 
W o r k s P r o g r a m ( $ 2 2 5 0 0 0 ) 
est imates for work in the Gudgenby 
homestead area. It appeared to NPA 
that this was not in line with the 
C a m p Ground Strategy, the Nature 
Based Tourism Strategy nor with 
n a t i o n a l p a r k m a n a g e m e n t 
principles. 

This led to an invitation by the 
D i r e c t o r , E n v i r o n m e n t A C T , Dr 
Colin Adrian, to discuss the matter. 
T h e s e d i s cus s ions took p l ace on 
J u n e 7 be tween Cl ive Hur ls tone , 
Nevil le Esau and Timothy Walsh of 
N P A and Col in A d r i a n and Rob 
B a x t e r o f E n v i r o n m e n t A C T . At 
these discussions it was suggested 
that a site visit be made. This took 
place on June 1 6 . 

C l i v e , N e v i l l e a n d T i m 
represented NPA, and Environment 
A C T w a s r e p r e s e n t e d by C o l i n 
Adrian, Bill Woodruff (Operat ions 
Manage r ) , Rob Baxter and Brian 
Weir (Tourism and Market ing) and 
Virginia Logan (Manager, Namadgi 
Nat ional Park). 

R o b B a x t e r e x p l a i n e d t h a t 
Envi ronment A C T wants to: 

• m a i n t a i n the h o u s e in g o o d 
physical condition 

• provide public access to the site 
• provide a higher-grade camping 

facility in Namadgi than exists 
at present. 

He explained that the homestead 
r e q u i r e s a t t e n t i o n to p r e v e n t 

general decay and that the present 
caretaker is only able to do this on a 
minimal basis. He explained that to 
allow the house to decay would mean 
cos t ly s i te r e s to ra t ion at a l a te r 
stage. It was pointed out that wil lows 
have infested the r iver s ince the 
Boots (the last owners ) moved out 
and that rabbits were overrunning 
the area. The house is deteriorating. 

Mr Baxter sees the site having a 
n u m b e r o f p o s s i b l e u s e s : B & B , 
hostel, education and/or field study 
centre, or as a base for nature tours. 
S o m e o f t h e s e m a y i n v o l v e a 
commercial concession. Use would be 
m a d e o f t h e s e r v i c e s a l r e a d y 
p r o v i d e d to the s i te ( e l ec t r i c i t y , 
phone) and could be complemented 
by a small-scale domest ic sewerage 
system discharging on the other side 
of the small hill to the north. 

The homestead, according to Mr 
Baxter, could be l inked to a c a m p 
g r o u n d on t h e r i v e r f l a t s . H e 
compared the camp to that provided 
at Woods Reserve. 

Nevi l le expressed the v iew that 
any consideration of future uses o f 
the homestead site must take into 
account the fact that at the momen t 
it is a liability and not an asset and 
that doing nothing should remain an 
option. 

Colin Adrian said that he would 
like to see interested parties take 
part in a study of all possibil i t ies. 
Virginia and Bill agreed that it would 
b e u se fu l to h a v e p r e p a r e d a 
r e c r e a t i o n a l u s e p l a n fo r t h e 
Gudgenby Valley, similar to the work 
done for Orroral, to take into account 

the need for such things as increased 
p u b l i c a c c e s s , to i l e t fac i l i t i es at 
Yankee Hat carpark, walking tracks 
to key areas, and increased camp 
facilities. This would allow planning 
for the v a l l e y as a w h o l e to be 
undertaken. Virginia also said the 
s e r v i c e h a s s t a r t e d to r e m o v e 
wil lows and saw the need for greatly 
increased action against rabbits . 

R o b , V i r g i n i a , T im and Nevi l le 
made a thorough inspection o f the 
homestead grounds and walked up 
the hill beh ind . T h e r e is a weed 
problem, in addition to poplars and 
wi l lows, around the house. 

T h e s ign i f i cance o f the a rea to 
Aboriginal people was discussed. 

Bo th pa r t i e s felt the v i s i t was 
w o r t h w h i l e . It s e e m s t h a t 
Env i ronmen t A C T has done more 
b a c k g r o u n d w o r k on this ma t te r 
than appears in the public record but 
are a n x i o u s to p r o c e e d wi th the 
NPA's support . 

NPA representatives remain wary 
of the general proposal to provide 
increased visitor facilities at this site, 
e s p e c i a l l y g i v e n t h a t s o m e 
commercial input appears inevitable. 

H o w e v e r the NPA mus t remain 
par t o f the p rocess at this s tage. 
Envi ronment A C T realise that they 
c a n n o t p roceed wi thou t adequa te 
public consul tat ions and an agreed 
p lann ing process . To this end the 
Minis ter has replied to our initial 
q u e r y a n d i n d i c a t e d t h a t h i s 
d e p a r t m e n t w e l c o m e s N P A input 
into the process underway. 

T i m o t h y W a l s h 

Publications to assist heritage conservation 
T h e A u s t r a l i a n H e r i t a g e 
Commiss ion has recently released a 
k i t to a s s i s t loca l c o m m u n i t i e s 
conserve their heritage places. The 
kit c o m p r i s e s three pub l i ca t ions : 
Australian Natural Heritage 
Charter, Natural Heritage Places 
Handbook, and Protecting Local 
Heritage Places. 

In D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 6 , t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h M i n i s t e r for the 
E n v i r o n m e n t l a u n c h e d t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n H e r i t a g e C h a r t e r . 

S p o n s o r e d by t h e H e r i t a g e 
Commission, the charter was adopted 
by the Australian Commit tee for the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n fo r t h e 
Conservat ion o f Nature and Natural 
R e s o u r c e s ( I U C N ) w h i c h is n o w 
responsible for its administrat ion. 

I t s p u r p o s e s a r e to p r o v i d e 
assistance to everyone interested in 
natural her i tage and to ach ieve a 
uniform approach to conservation o f 
p laces o f natural s ignif icance. T h e 
charter relates in its structure and 

logic to that o f the be t te r known 
C h a r t e r for the C o n s e r v a t i o n o f 
P l a c e s o f C u l t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 
(Burra Charter). The natural charter 
is contained in a slim volume of some 
1 8 pages and sets out s tandards and 
p r inc ip les for the conse rva t ion o f 
p l a c e s o f n a t u r a l h e r i t a g e 
significance. 

The Natural Heritage Places 
Handbook f o l l o w s on f r o m the 
c h a r t e r in o r d e r to p r o v i d e 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y e x p l a n a t i o n , 



More progress at Gudgenby Ikxt and photos by Eleanor Stodart 

Left: Looking towards Franks Hut 
across the most recently felled and 
burnt area. Green Corps members 
seeded here immediately after the 
burn in the hope that chemicals in 

the fresh ash will improve 
germination rates. 

Right: Shade cloth is added to the 
enclosure near Hospital Creek to 
protect seedlings from early sun 

on frosty mornings. This 
protection should help them grow 

much faster and so speed the 
establishment of at least one 
small island of mature trees. 

Publications to assist heritage conservation continued 

e x a m p l e s and a d v i c e tha t w o u l d 
he lp p e o p l e app ly the char ter to 
part icular projects or conservation 
p rograms . T h e book is buil t around 
a 1 0 - s t e p p r o c e s s f o r n a t u r a l 
heri tage conservation, which moves 
t h r o u g h f r o m the ga the r ing and 
s tudying o f evidence in step 1, to 
mon i to r ing results and reviewing 
t h e p l a n in s t e p 1 0 . N u m e r o u s 
practical examples are provided. 

Protecting Local Heritage Places 
— a guide for communities, is a "how 
t o d o i t " g u i d e f o r a l l t h o s e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n c a r i n g fo r t h e i r 
heri tage, and part icularly aims to 
he lp local communi t i e s look after 
their o w n heri tage. 

T h e b o o k a d d r e s s e s the t h r e e 
t y p e s o f h e r i t a g e c o m m o n l y 

r e c o g n i s e d - n a t u r a l h e r i t a g e , 
h i s t o r i c a l cu l t u r a l h e r i t a g e a n d 
indigenous cultural her i tage - and 
applies the standards o f the Natural 
Heri tage Charter, the Burra Charter 
and the Draf t G u i d e l i n e s for the 
Protect ion, Managemen t and U s e o f 
A b o r i g i n a l a n d T o r r e s I s l a n d e r 
Cultural Heri tage Places . 

It is thus consistent wi th the other 
t w o b o o k s in the kit . T h e b o o k is 
attractively laid out, well illustrated, 
conta ins detai led case s tudies and 
g e n e r a l l y p r e s e n t s m a t e r i a l in a 
readily accessible form. It contains 
e x t e n s i v e l i s t i n g s o f h e r i t a g e 
organisat ions and references, and a 
useful glossary. 

T h e N P A o f t h e A C T d o e s n o t 
appear in these listings, an omiss ion 
that reflects on the authors, bu t also 
p o i n t s u p t h e n e e d f o r o u r 
o r g a n i s a t i o n to d e v e l o p g r e a t e r 
visibility. 

T a k e n t o g e t h e r , t h e s e t h r e e 
publ ica t ions provide an access ible 
and va luable resource and reference 
wel l wor th space on the bookshe l f o f 
a l l t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d in h e r i t a g e 
conservat ion. 

T h e k i t is avai lable free from the 
Aus t r a l i an Her i t age C o m m i s s i o n , 
the contac t be ing Clare Hender son 
o n ( 0 2 ) 6 2 1 7 2 1 1 6 o r b y e m a i l 
clare.henderson@ea.gov.au 

Syd Comfor t 

mailto:clare.henderson@ea.gov.au


Implementing visions for a new millenium 
Outcomes of the Visions for a New 
Millenium conference held last year 
a re b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d in to the 
corporate plans of the N S W National 
Parks and Wildlife Se rv ice . T h e y 
i n c l u d e i n t e g r a t e d l a n d s c a p e 
management , managing the public 
reserve system and enhancing the 
p r o t e c t e d a rea s y s t e m . C u r r e n t 
issues in the south east of the state 
include consolidating the South East 
Forest National Park and the Eden 
forest agreement , the South East 
F o r e s t s p l a n o f m a n a g e m e n t , 
w i lde rnes s a s se s smen t s , and the 
involvement of Aboriginal people in 
park management . 

R e v i e w i n g the c o n f e r e n c e s 
outcomes in a talk to members at the 
J u n e m e e t i n g , the s e r v i c e ' s 
Manager , Southern Region, Alistair 
Henchman, said the Comprehensive 
Regional Assessment ( C R A ) process 
was "probably the most significant 
park process in Austral ian history". 

T h e C R A p roces s is the ma jo r 
p rocess in e x p a n d i n g the reserve 
s y s t e m to e n s u r e t h a t it is 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e , a d e q u a t e a n d 
representative. 

Whi le the reserve system is being 
e x p a n d e d , the s e r v i c e is a l s o 
e n c o u r a g i n g ini t ia t ives to ensure 
c o n s e r v a t i o n o c c u r s o u t s i d e the 
reserve system. 

These initiatives involve reform of 
n a t i v e v e g e t a t i o n m a n a g e m e n t , 
w a t e r r e f o r m s , c o a s t a l p o l i c y , 
t h r e a t e n e d s p e c i e s i n i t i a t i v e s , 
e c o l o g i c a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e f o r e s t 
management , the N S W biodiversity 
s t ra tegy, v o l u n t a r y c o n s e r v a t i o n 
initiatives and public educat ion. 

A basic aim of the public reserve 
system management is to manage 
for c o n s e r v a t i o n o f n a t u r a l and 
cultural heritage while a l lowing for 
a p p r o p r i a t e u s e . T h i s i n c l u d e s 
establishing new parks, d r a w i n g u p 
plans o f management , and work ing 
with local communi t i e s and o ther 
s takeholders . 

M r H e n c h m a n said the se rv ice 
was improving work on moni tor ing 
v i s i t o r i m p a c t s in h igh use and 
s e n s i t i v e a r e a s , s u c h as t h e 
B u d a w a n g s , and improv ing asset 
management and risk assessment to 
ensure liabilities are minimised and 

risks for indiv iduals match their 
expectat ions. 

The C R A for Eden is comple te , 
while that for the Southern Region 
is still under way. 

E x p a n d e d a r e a 
The South East Forests Nat ional 
Park was one outcome of the Eden 
CRA. Parks in the Eden area now 
total 2 4 3 0 0 ha, 3 3 0 0 0 ha be ing 
added in December last year. T h e 
park inc ludes an impor t an t new 
nature reserve north o f Nimmitabel 
to be k n o w n as t h e D a n g e l o n g 
Nature Reserve. 

M r H e n c h m a n sa id the E d e n 
Fores t A g r e e m e n t was impor tan t 
because it will focus management on 
s p e c i f i c i n d i c a t o r s so t h a t 
m a n a g e m e n t a c t i v i t i e s c a n b e 
related to conservat ion ou tcomes . 
The availability o f better data about 
the parks than ever before provides 
the b a s i s for m o r e s c i e n t i f i c 
management . 

The South East Forests plan o f 
m a n a g e m e n t is c u r r e n t l y b e i n g 
drafted. A communi ty consultation 
process has identified the issues that 
need to be addressed in the plan. 
T h e s e i n c l u d e a c c e s s , f i re 
m a n a g e m e n t , p e s t s p e c i e s 
m a n a g e m e n t , v i s i t o r f a c i l i t i e s 
contributing to local economies , and 
Aboriginal involvement . The draft 
plan is expected to be on exhibit ion 
later in the year. 

A b o r i g i n a l l a n d u s e 
"As you would be aware, the first o f 
the n a t i o n a l pa rks l is ted u n d e r 
S c h e d u l e 1 4 for h a n d b a c k to 
A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e o c c u r r e d wi th 
M o o t w i n g e e N a t i o n a l Park and 
Historic Site being handed over last 
October," Mr H e n c h m a n said. "In 
this part of the world , Jervis Bay 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d B i a m a n g a 
National Park have been listed on 
the schedule. 

"A t th is s t a g e , w e are h a v i n g 
pre l iminary d iscuss ion with local 
Aboriginal people about the process 
and their wil l ingness to enter into 
formal negotiations." 

In the meant ime, the service was 
negot ia t ing a number o f informal 
j o in t m a n a g e m e n t a r r a n g e m e n t s 

with local Aboriginal communi t ies . | 
T h e s e h a v e i n c l u d e d p r o v i d i n g 1 

access to Montague Island Nature 
R e s e r v e to a l l o w for t r ad i t iona l 
ceremonies , and involvement of the 
Aboriginal communi ty in the design 
and construction o f boardwalks and 
visitor facilities in the Mimosa Rocks 
National Park. 

"A t M u m b u l l a C r e e k Fa l l s w e 
have set up a steering commit tee of 
A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e to o v e r s e e the 
redevelopment o f visitor facilities in 
B i a m a n g a , " he s a i d . " T h i s h a s , 
i n v o l v e d t w o y e a r s o f d i scuss ion 
w i t h l oca l A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e , 
establishing trust, and the Finished 
p r o d u c t w i l l b e a t a n g i b l e 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f the benef i t s o f 
work ing together." 

To p a r t i a l l y a d d r e s s p o s s i b l e 
issues arising from the 1 9 9 4 native 
t i t l e l e g i s l a t i o n , t h e N S W 
G o v e r n m e n t h a s m a d e an 
agreement with the N S W Aboriginal 
L a n d C o u n c i l a l l o w i n g for 
i n d i g e n o u s land use a g r e e m e n t s 
over national parks. 

" W o r k i n g c l o s e l y w i t h t h e s e 
Aboriginal groups , and in particular 
elders, has been a fascinating and 
chal lenging exper ience . Personally, 
it has been a great opportunity to 
gain s o m e small insights into the 
w a y the i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e have 1 

v i e w e d the l andscape . I a m very 
enthusiast ic about where closer co- ! 
operation will take us in the future." 

R e g i o n a l i s s u e s 

The service has been restructured 
at the e x e c u t i v e l eve l w i t h the 
creation of four regional directors. 1 

The aim is to g ive a better focus in 
the execut ive to issues in regional 
NSW. 

The new N P W S Director based in 
Queanbeyan is Tony Fleming, who 
has operated in the Canberra region 
for many years. He is responsible for 
b o t h t h e S o u t h e r n a n d S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s Reg ion as well as the 
Southern Zone . 

Footnote: Alistair Henchman has • 
longstanding links with the region, 
having started his education at I 
Ainslie Primary School - where he 
was one of Len Haskew s pupils. 

G r a e m e W i c k s 



The active life of Olive at 80 
L o n g s t a n d i n g N P A m e m b e r a n d 
keen participant in all our activities, 
O l i v e B u c k m a n , t u r n s 80 on 18 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9 , the Y e a r o f the 
O l d e r P e r s o n . H e r l i f e to d a t e 
warrants reflection. 

O l i v e a r r i v e d in C a n b e r r a in 
October 1963 to take u p the posit ion 
o f D i r e c t o r o f t h e Y W C A . T h i s 
followed w h a t can only be descr ibed 
as a frenetic career in welfare and 
c o m m u n i t y w o r k in p o s t w a r 
Eng land , E u r o p e and the M i d d l e 
East. 

A f t e r a h a p p y c h i l d h o o d as a 
m e m b e r o f a l a r g e f a m i l y w h o 

• enjoyed camping and other ou tdoor 
pursuits, Ol ive w o n a scholarship to 
t h e O x f o r d C o l l e g e o f A r t s a n d 
Crafts. 

The start o f the Second Wor ld W a r 
f o u n d O l i v e t h e f i r s t f e m a l e 
draughtsperson, later engineer, in 
t h e P o s t O f f i c e ' s e n g i n e e r i n g 
department . Whi l s t employed wi th 
the pos t office (which involved a six-
mile cycle to w o r k every day) , Olive's 
s p a r e t i m e w a s t a k e n u p w i t h 
hockey, table tennis, scouting, civil 
d e f e n c e a n d v o l u n t a r y n u r s i n g . 
H o l i d a y s w e r e s p e n t c y c l i n g , 
walk ing and c l imbing whi le you th 
hostelling. 

A t the end o f the w a r in Europe , 
Olive volunteered for w o r k wi th the 
Scout International Rel ie f Service, 
with the 8 mil l ion displaced pe rsons 
in G e r m a n y . In a c a m p for 3 0 0 0 
Poles , she ran the hospital , d rove an 
ambulance and helped res tore s o m e 
humani ty and hope to those t reated 
so badly dur ing the war. 

A s p e l l w i t h t h e C o n t r o l 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r G e r m a n y w a s 
fol lowed by t w o years as a volunteer 
with the Save the Children Fund, as 
director o f a convalescent h o m e for 
the ch i l d r en b o r n in c a p t i v i t y o f 
parents who were displaced persons . 

B a c k in E n g l a n d in 1950 , Ol ive 
j o i n e d t h e U K E d u c a t i o n 
Depa r tmen t ' s You th S e r v i c e as a 
f u l l - t i m e y o u t h l e a d e r . T h i s 
invo lved r u n n i n g footbal l , c r icke t 
and t enn i s t e a m s and a r r a n g i n g 
a n d l e a d i n g y o u t h g r o u p s o n 
walk ing and c l imbing tours to m a n y 
parts o f Europe . 

Olive climbs a mountain. 
. Photo supplied. 

M o r e voluntary w o r k fol lowed in 
Aus t r ia and E g y p t looking after the 
w e l f a r e o f B r i t i s h n a t i o n a l 
servicemen. In Austr ia this included 
t a k i n g t h e m o n c l i m b i n g 
expeditions. S o m e h o w squeezed into 
a l l t h i s w e r e h o l i d a y t r i p s to 
Luxembourg , Switzer land, Norway, 
F r a n c e , S p a i n , C y p r u s a n d 
Jerusa lem. 

In her final seven years in the UK, 
O l i v e w o r k e d as a y o u t h of f icer 
responsible for organisat ions wi th 
over 6000 teenage members . It w a s 
dur ing this t ime that Olive became 
involved in the D u k e o f Edinburgh 
S c h e m e - s o m e t h i n g she w a s to 
in t roduce for girls in Canberra. She 
a l s o c o n t i n u e d t o t a k e c o u r s e s 
h e r s e l f in l e a d e r s h i p , abse i l i ng , 
canoeing and l ight-weight camping. 

O n arrival in Canberra Olive set 
about reviving the "Youth" element of 
the Y W C A Membership numbers at 
the Y W C A increased rapidly. She did 
m u c h to encourage Canberra youth 
to take up bushwalking, camping and 
orienteering and to appreciate and 
care for the environment. 

I n 1 9 6 6 , O l i v e 
u n d e r t o o k a t w o - y e a r 
c o u r s e n u r s i n g a i d e 
c o u r s e a t C a n b e r r a 
H o s p i t a l , g r a d u a t i n g 
w i t h t h e o n l y h i g h 
distinction in Canberra . 
This led to appointments 
at t h e C a n b e r r a B o y s 
G r a m m a r S c h o o l , 
F r e n s h a m S c h o o l f o r 
g i r l s a t M i t t a g o n g , 
C a n b e r r a G i r l s 
Grammar School and the 
John James Hospital . 

T h i s w o r k d i d n o t 
p revent Ol ive pu r su ing 
h e r l o v e o f t r ave l a n d 
wild places. In 1970 she 
trekked in Nepal, in 1973 
s h e r a f t e d t h e G r a n d 
C a n y o n , in 1 9 7 8 s h e 
t rekked in N e w Zealand, 
in 1980 the A n d e s and 
Pa t agon ia and in 1991 
and 1993 she visi ted the 
s u b - A n t a r c t i c i s l a n d s 
and Antarc t ica itself. 

In 1970 , Ol ive f inal ly 
jo ined the NPA, al though she had 
w a l k e d wi th the assoc ia t ion as a 
g u e s t s i n c e 1 9 6 3 . S h e w a s s o o n 
asked b y Secretary Shei la Kruse to 
r e s p o n d to r e q u e s t s to t h e 
association for publ ic speakers and 
to supervise guides* and scouts ' first 
aid and conse rva t i on a w a r d s . A s 
w e l l , O l i v e o r g a n i s e d a n d l e d 
h u n d r e d s o f d a y w a l k s ( s h e 
i n s t i g a t e d m i d - w e e k w a l k s ) a n d 
longer camping tours to the Flinders 
R a n g e s in 1 9 7 6 a n d t h e 
W a r r a m b u n g l e s a n d C a r n a r v o n 
Gorge in 1977. 

A t the age o f 50 O l i v e t o o k u p 
backpack ing and lists Wadbi l l iga , 
E t t r ema , Booli jah , W o i l a and t h e 
W a r r a m b u n g l e s as a f e w o f h e r 
favourite places. A t last count she 
has been on over 50 backpacks! 

O l i v e h a s a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d 
s igni f icant ly to N P A act ivi t ies b y 
wr i t ing n u m e r o u s art icles for the 
Bulletin (mcluding m a n y pioneering 
ones on first aid in the bush), leading 
h o l i d a y w a l k s f o r P a r k s a n d 

continued on page 17 



Did you notice my footprints? 
As fifth year medica l s tudents at 
M e l b o u r n e ' s Ch i ld ren ' s Hosp i t a l , 
b o t h M a r g a r e t a n d I h a d b e e n 
involved in the care o f Heather, a 
very sick little girl from Benambra . 
In conve r sa t ions wi th her father, 
Mick, we had ment ioned our hope 
to w a l k v i a t h e T i n M i n e s to 
K o s c i u s z k o . On 3 J a n u a r y 1952 , 
Mick made abundantly good his offer 
o f uns t in ted ass i s tance by g iv ing 
overnight board and driving the four 
of us in his ageing Chevrolet next 
afternoon to the Limestone Creek 
hut. 

That was an adventure in itself in 
an o ld 2 W D v e h i c l e o v e r 
progressively degraded and eroded 
t r a c k s . A n y d i f f i c u l t i e s M i c k 
e n c o u n t e r e d wi th the car or the 
t r a c k w e r e s o l v e d by "She ' l l b e 
right", and when the car reached a 
point beyond which further progress 
was impossible , it was a case o f on 
with the packs and a walk by moon 
and torchlight to reach the hut in 
profoundly low spirits by 10:30 pm. 

The old Tin Mine track had been 
I long d isused . Easy to fol low o v e r 

higher dry spurs, it had become very 
i n d i s t i n c t in s w a m p y a r e a s or 
grassed hol lows whe re old t imber 
br idges had survived and much o f 
the really boggy country had been 
corduroyed. 

T h e rou t e f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y the 
a l ignment of the present high grade 
4 W D track, and in 1997, in company 
with Rob and Jenny Horsfield (Rob 
has walked the whole A A W T non
stop), I noticed that traces of the old 

A young Ted Fleming on Mount 
Jagungal. 

bridges or corduroy were still to be 
discerned. 

In 1952 we climbed M o s c o w Peak 
and Cobberas 1 and 2, to be greeted 
by a m o n u m e n t a l mid-a f t e rnoon 
thunderstorm on top of Cobberas No 
1 (then known as the Big Cobberas) 

T h e D a k o t a w r e c k a g e at 
Cowombat was still almost complete 
and we, like Max Lawrence, had our 
obligatory photos taken astride the 
embryo Murray (or Indi) River, with 
one foot in each state. 

D u e to a s l o w s t a r t , w e h a d 
insufficient t ime to c l imb the Pilot 
in 1952, and late in the afternoon o f 
January 6th, we passed the old tin 
mine d iggings to reach a leaning 
mining lease post emblazoned with 
C H A R L E S C A R T E R , and shortly 
after reached a fence, a gate and two 
men out c h o p p i n g w o o d . A s teep 
descent led us to a g roup o f six huts 
- the Tin Mines . 

Charlie Carter was peel ing spuds 
in his hut w h i c h , he s a i d , had 
formerly been the mine s torehouse. 
On learning that we were medical 
students, he expounded at length on 
his c a n c e r cures , s h o w e d us the 
m a n y " c a n c e r s " on his legs and 
a rms , and sold us c o p i e s o f his 
d i s c o u r s e Cancer, Finance and 
Communism. 

We three males in the party went 
i n t o p r o t e c t i v e m o d e as the 

The real Dead Horse Gap - the stockmen, the hut, the fence and the gate. 



2 8 N o v e m b e r Sunday-daywalk 

Our most southern point 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higgins 3 A / C 

M a p : Bredbo 1:25 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

A walk to the recendy rediscovered survey mark indicating the A C T ' s 

most southerly point. We' l l walk via a number o f other sites relating to 

the areas earlier grazing history. A b o u t 16kms, on and offtrack. Numbers 

limited, b o o k with leader. I 4 0 k m s , $ 2 8 per car. 

Saturday 4 December 

Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group Christmas Party 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

A l l activities commence at 10 .00am at rhe Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hat) 

carpark. Bring a picnic lunch. 

Sunday 5 December 

Lake Bathurst 

Leader: Rob Forster Phone: 6 2 4 9 8 5 4 6 

Guided tour o f historic sites on Lake Bathurst near Tarago, including 

visits ro rwo homestead gardens, and inspection o f local museum (vintage 

cars, railway wait ing r o o m ) . Stroll a r o u n d the vil lage. M o r n i n g 

refreshments and lunch provided. Cost $ 2 0 per person, plus transporr 

( 1 5 0 k m s , $ 3 0 per car). M e e t at Lake Bathurst Function Centre 9am, or 

Canberra Railway Station Kingston 8am. For details and bookings, please 

phone leader before 19 November. 

Sunday 1 2 December 

NPA Christmas Party 

Contact: M a x Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

O u r Christmas Party this year will be at Ni l Desperandum in Tidbinbilla 

Nature Reserve. Because o f access problems (a number o f locked gates 

through private property), it will be necessary to form car convoys starting 

from just outside o f the main entrance gates to T N R (near the works for 

the new visitors centre). Convoys will leave at 1 l a m and 12 noon sharp, 

so don't be late or you'll miss out. A continuous shuttle will work for 

departures, so within some limits, you'll be able to leave pretty much 

when you want to. Bring a picnic lunch and refreshments, and let's celebrate 

Christmas together. Also, don't forget to bring along donations o f gear 

and goodies for our fun-raising auction! 

NPA outings program 
September - December 1999 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require-' 

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy ro suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's o f f i c e as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

f o r any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respecc of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (ro the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in rhe program are 

approximate distances for rerurn journeys. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 
1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 1 5 km to 2 0 km 

4 - above 2 0 km 

Terrain grading 
A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 



5 September Sunday daywalk 
Sherwood 
Leader: Doreen Wilson 1A 
Map: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 Phone: 62H8 521 5 
Meet Jt L.Irp .uk mi Uriarra KO.KI just ofi (lie- (Jotter Road .it S..>0.iiii. 
AJI c.lsv walk o n trie ks and -reps from Blue Range Hut  t o Sherwood 
homestead historic site in sprmgglorv with daffodils blooming. We'll 
also look l u r e.irlv orchids en ionic. l5km., pel car. 

11 — 12 September weekend packwalk 
Bibbenluke Mountain 
Note t h a t tlie walk originally scheduled l o r these dates has been 
rescheduled i n 23-2i < Viobcr. ,Ve below l o r detail-. 

1 1 September Saturday work parry 
GBRC Work Party 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 6281 5004 
I lie ( .udgenbv Rush Regeneration I irotip's primary eoncei n is the 
rehabilitation of the area in the middle of our National Park formerly 
occupied In the notorious Kobovan Pines. Work parries are held 
eacli month i n conjunction with the parks service, and usu:ii!v involve 
w e e d removal and planting of name vegetation. All acriviries 
commence at 10.1)(lain at the Pinhov.ui Pules i Yankee hl.it) carpark. 

1 2 September Sunday daywalk Tidbinbilla
 Range 
Leader: Steve Hill 3A/B/E 
Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 Phone: 6231 9186 
We climb t o Snowy Corner from the t o p of t h e Lyrebird trail (this 
i*> steep, b u t we pass through a great variety of be.intiliil forest) and 
then t o ndbinhilLi Mountain for a 360 degree view of the things 
tliat matter to us as w e l l a- lunch. I h e n w e walk north along the 
ridge to 1 idbinbill.i Peak a n d down to |ohns Peak. We return to the 
carpark along rhe Mountain Creek trail which we meet alter rhe 
(again steep in parts) descent from Johns Peak. Meet at Kambah 
Village shops at H. SOam. 70knis. S 1 i p c i car. 

1 8 - 1 9 September weekend packwalk 
Mt Talaterang  
Leader: Sreven Forst 2C/D/F. 
Map: C M W Budawangs 
Phone: 6251 6817(h). 62^9 I326(w) 
Contact leader hv Wednesday 1 5 September. After a long drive an 
easv two a n d a halt hour walk to camp at the t o p of Ngaityung Falls 
- a spectacular spot with \ iews into Pigeon House Corgc. On the 
sccoiul day go without packs io Mt lalateiang. returning to camp 
before walking out and driving home. LOOkms. $80 per car. 

19 September Sunday daywalk 
Southern Namadgi 
leader: Col McAlister 2A/B 
Maps: Cohnton and Bredbo 1:25 000 
Phone: 628H 4 1 " ! 
1 his walk I).is In en bioughr lor ward from the 25 September date show n 
in (hi. ptcvious NPA progiain. Suitable lor beginners. A pkasam walk 
from Mr ( Jlear campground to the I ong flat \ ia Poirers i hiiiinev. sonic 
old sheep v ards andAbiuds  dm in v. w itfi a side it ip to Chalkers  chiiniiev 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at S.Mknn. l.itlkuis. S26 per car. 

22 September daywalk 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Ken Free Phone: 6295 8894 
I he September edition ol our series of monthly mid week walks. Phone 
leader lor details, which will be determined nearer the date 

25 September Saturday davwalk 
Brandy Flat Hut - Farewell to Jack 
Leader: Max Lawrence IA 
Map: Michelago 1:25 000 
Phone: 628S 1*370 
I his is our chance to say an revoir to our old Iriend Jack Smart . who 

departs lor Melbourne next month. 1 his walk is an easv 5kms each wav. 
all on rrack. Well have a leisurely picnic lunch wuh lack . it beautiful 
fir.unlv Flat, so come prepared. Meet at Kambah Village shops at S.30.ini, 
or. if you piefer. at the Clendale car park about three quarters of an hour 
later. 90kms, 4 1 H per car. 

26 September Sunday davwalk*, and picnic 
Multiclub get together 
Coordinator: Allan Mikkelsen (CBC) 62~8 3164 
Allan is coordinating a get together of At . I bushwalkers. A number of 
walks at all different levels will be arranged in the ()rroral Vallev to return 
to the Orroral Picnic Ctound for a combined afternoon tea at about 
4.0()pm. All current and past members of anv ot the Canbeiia walking 
clubs are united t o attend. 
In L o n i u n c t i o n , at least one weekend walk in die area, also getting back to 
the Picnic Croinul on Sunday afternoon, will be arranged. If vou are 
interested in a weekend walk, < )R can lead a dav walk . please contact the 
coordinator Meet at Kambah Village shops at S.20.ini 

2 - 4 October extended long weekend packwalk 
Kosciuszlco National Park (Khancoban area) 
Leader: Di Thompson Phone: 6288 6084 
Di IS proposing ;i three to live da\ pack walk in this mtereMing but not 
often visited In ( .anhrrra people corner ol the park. Please phone Mi tor 
more details. 

http://rp.uk
http://hl.it


2 7 October daywalk 

Wednesday walk 
Leader: Ken Free Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e October edidon o f our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

3 1 October Sunday daywalk 

Manga State Forest 
Leader: Len H a s k e w 1 / 2 A 

M a p s : M o n g a , Araluen 1:25 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Join.the Friends of the Mongarlowe River and drive/walk through 

the amazing ecological diversity o f the M o n g a Srare Foresr, which is 

the site o f some o f the finest old growth forest in southern N S W . 

W e can confidendy expect to see die M o n g a Wararah in bloom. 

T h e Friends make no charge for their conducted tour, but it would 

be an appropriate gesture if participants made a donation. Please 

contact Len by 1 2 October so that transport can be rationalised. 

Because o f rhe nature o f the roads the trip may have to be postponed 

if it is too wet. 2 0 0 k m s , $ 4 0 per car. 

6 N o v e m b e r Saturday work party 

GBRG Work Party 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

He lp restore the bush ar Gudgenby. Al l activities c o m m e n c e at 

1 0 . 0 0 a m at the Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hat) carpark 

7 N o v e m b e r Sunday daywalk 

Pigeon House 
Leader: C o l McAl is ter 1 A 

M a p : M i l t o n 1:25 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A steep climb in parts with the final section on steel ladders attached 

to the cliff. Magnificent panoramic views to the tugged cliffs and 

gorges carved by the Clyde River and its tributaries. Stunning views 

o f Byangee Walls and the Castle . Afternoon tea at Braidwood. M e e t 

at Canberra Railway Stadon Kingston at 8am. 4 0 0 k m s , $ 8 0 per car. 

1 3 - 1 4 N o v e m b e r weekend packwalk 

Lowden to Palerang 
Leader: Stephen Johnston 4 B C D E 

M a p s : Bombay, Bendoura 1:25 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 5 8 3 8 3 3 ( a h ) 

Very varied vegeradon and some good views feature on this mainly 

on-track walk along the M t Lowden to M t Major ridge, camping 

by Bombay Creek before climbing M t Palerang. T h e first day is 

quite long. Car shuffle involved. Phone leader early for details and 

bookings. lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

1 3 - 1 4 N o v e m b e r weekend car camp 

Weddin Ranges, Olives 80th 
Contact: M a x Lawrence 1 A / B 

M a p s : Grenfell, Marsden 1: 5 0 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

Joint activity with FBI. C o m e and celebrate Olive Buckman's 80th birthday 

in one o f her favourite national parks. C a m p at Seaton's camping area 

near Ben Hall's Cave, short walks Saturday afternoon and Sunday, gourmet 

meal and celebrations Saturday evening. Please book before 6 November. 

4 5 0 k m s , $ 9 0 per car. 

2 0 , 2 1 November w o r k party 

Upper Hospital Creek Work Party 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart I D 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

W e will continue up Hospital Creek from where we reached last April, 

felling the smaller pine wildings, and recording rhe location o f any too 

big to handle for later chainsawing by die ranger. T h e pines are well spread 

out, so there is plenty o f opportunity for walking as well as working. 

Attend either or both days. Please ring leader by preceding Wednesday. 

lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

2 4 November daywalk 

Wednesday walk 
Leader: M i k e Smith Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

T h e November edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 6 - 2 8 N o v e m b e r car camp 

The Worlds End Millennial Car Camp 
Leader: Phil Bubb 2 A / B 

Refs: Khancoban 1:50 0 0 0 and Harry Hill's Best Bushwalks in KNP 
Phone: 6 2 4 8 6 7 6 9 Fax: 6 2 3 0 0 2 9 8 

Email: philbubb@canberra.hotkey.net.au 

Visit Worlds End before the end o f millennium holocaust to see the crash 

site o f the Southern Cloud . C a m p at Three M i l e D a m near Kiandra on 

Friday and Saturday nights, with a champagne and sausages B B Q on 

Saturday night to practice for N e w Year's Eve. A Sunday gambol to Four 

M i l e Hut , or maybe Gooandra Homesread. To assisr planning, please 

contact leader a week ahead. 3 0 0 k m s , $ 6 0 per car. 

2 7 - 2 8 N o v e m b e r weekend packwalk 

Mt Terrible, the Chimneys and Boggy Plain 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 2 A / D / F 

M a p s : T h r e d b o , M t Kosciusko 1:50 0 0 0 Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Pardy exploratory walk, mosdy off track in the headwaters o f theThredbo 

River and Lirde Thredbo River. Patches o f scrub, a few steep climbs and 

splendid views (weather permitting). Contact leader by W e d n e s d a y 

2 4 November for derails and bookings. 4 0 0 k m s , $ 8 0 per car. 

mailto:philbubb@canberra.hotkey.net.au


3 October Sunday davwalk 
Old Currango 
Leader: Brian Slee I B 
Map: Rules Point 1:25 000 
Phone: 6261 3509(w),6281 0719(h) 
Depart Kambah Village shops. Main. Drive to Port Phillip Hire Frail, via Tantangara
 D.im, anil walk norrh from there through open forest (a lew 
soggv gullies). 1 tinch on verandah ol his tone homestead with great views 
of the highest (snow covcredr) Brindabella peaks. Daffodils in bloom. 
Afternoon tea Adaininahv. iOOkms. $60 per car. 

9 Ocrober Saturday daywalk 
Black Mountain Nature Ramble 
Leader: George ChtppendaJe 1A 
Map: Canberra Street Directory Phone: 6281 2454 
Meet in the car park in < .aswell I )nve opposite Wangara Street Aranda at 
°.30am. In a leisure!v morning ramble around some of the tracks in rhis 
corner of Black Mountain Nature Reserve Ceorge will introduce us to 
the colourful and varied botany ot rhe forest. Rung morning tea and 
wear a hat. We will be joined on this excursion by members ot IMA and 
Friends ot the Australian Botanic C.irdens. 

8-1 1 October extended weekend waJk/drive/camp 
Huts and Historic Sites oj Namadgi 
Leader: Graham Scully 1A/B 
Map: ACT 1:100 000 
Phone: 6230 3352 email: scullymob(?'netspeed.com.au 
Joint NPA/Kosciuszko Huts .Association activirv. I his combination ear 
camp and walk has been designed especially for the less experienced and 
newer members ot borh NPA and KHA, and is graded easy. We start hv 
driving to Mt t i in in i and walking with packs for 5kms via two brumby 
\ards io Priors hut lor overnight camp. On Saturday we return to cars 
and drive to the southern end ot Namadgi and inspect the sue of I in 
f )ish sc hook and recently restored Brayshaws and Westrrniaus huts, and 
thence drive to camp at Mt ('lear campground. Sunday sees us walking 
to the site ot Bohcvan homestead with historical commentary by Steven 
Rr.u shaw. thence driving to the ( I udgenbv valley for a walk ot a few kms 
(with packs) to Hanks hut and Hospital Cieek hut for overnight camp. 
We finish on Mond.iv with a drive and walk ro t )rroral I lomestead, and 
visit a rock art site Help is available to plan votir gear, and some camping 
and walking gear can be loaned to those who need it. 

9 October Saturday work parry' 
GBRG Work Party 
Contact: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 6281 5004 
Help restore the bush at Cudgcnhv. All activities commence at 1 0.00am 
at the Bohovan Pines (Yankee Hat) carpark. 

16 October Saturday daywalk 
Mt Tidbinbilla from Bendora 
Leader: Stephen Johnston 2B/C/E 
Map: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 Phone: 6258 3833 (ah) 
A challenging H80m climb tor tit walkers up the long distinctive 
western ridge of Tidbinbilla Mountain, featuring high t l ids and great 
views of the Pimple (ako Stephen's wav of avoiding the I NR entrance 
fee). Phone leader lor details and bookings. I OOkms. $2() per car. 

17 October Sunday davwalk 
. Box Vale Track, Mittagong 
j Leader: Col McAlister 1A 

Map: Mittagong 1:25 000 Phone: 6288 4 1 " ! 
Suitable tor beginners. A lovely walk along the route ot a historic 
railway, passing through cuttings, embankments, and an SUm runnel. 
Views into rhe Nattai valiev. Side trip to the Ponv hoot bails. Meet 
in the carpark at the ACF Netball Centre, Noithbourne Avenue 
1 yneham, at Sam. 360kins, $72 per car. 

23-24 October weekend packwalk Bibbenlike
 Mountain 
Leader: Phil Gatenby 3A/D/E 
Map: Corang 1:25 000 Phone: 6254 3094 
A walk in the western Budawangs from the Wog Wog entrance. 
Mostly on tracks but with some scrub and a bit ol rock scrambling 
in places. Contact leader by Wednesday 20 Oc tober for more details 
and bookings. 25()kms, $50 per car. 

23-24 October weekend car camp 
jounama and Yarrangobilly 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart 1A 
Map: Yarrangobilly 1:100 000 Phone: 6281 5004 
On Saturday a ranger guided lour ot die jonnanu pine plantation 
(being felled and regenerated to bush) will give us manv pomtets lor 
our work at Gudgenby. ( j m p at Yarrangobillv Village and visit caves 
and thermal pool on Sundav. Contact leader bv preceding VCcdnesdav. 
3S0kms, $76 per car phis caves entrance fee. 

24 October Sunday daywalk 
Mt Orroral 
Leader: Mike Smith 2D/E 
Map: Rendezvous Creek: 1:25 000 Phone: 6286 2984 
Meet at the Kambah Village shops at Sam. < Jlimb T 00m from l >rroral 
gate to unnamed peak generally known as Mr Orroral. A difficult 
climb for experienced walkers. Short car shuffle in\oKed. I lOknis. 
$22 per c.u. 

http://com.au
file:///ards


s tockmen w h o were camped in one 
o f the other huts greedily eyed off 
Margare t . 

S c a t t e r e d a b o u t w a s Char l i e ' s 
" m i n i n g e q u i p m e n t " , m u c h o f i t 
proto-Flintstonian. He had three or 
four drives into the hillside be tween 
where the large hu t and the pit toilet 
n o w stand. Each was about 15 feet 
d e e p , t o p p e d by p r i m i t i v e h a n d 
w i n c h e s and acces sed by equal ly 
pr imeval s tep ladders . 

Charl ie , aged 79, wou ld descend, 
fill four buckets , attach them to the 
f o u r h o o k s on t h e w i n c h - r o p e , 
a scend and w i n d up the bucke ts , 
e m p t y them and throw them back 
into the shaft and rejoin them via 
his ladder. 

Like m a n y miners he "knew" o f a 
fabulous r ee f nearby but , because o f 
an earlier perce ived betrayal , wou ld 
not share his secret wi th anyone, but 
could not start to mine it wi thout 
he lp - his vers ion o f Catch 22 . 

N o track then existed be tween the 
T i n M i n e s a n d D e a d H o r s e G a p . 
C h a r l i e a n d t h e s t o c k m e n g a v e 
vague instruct ions about the bridle 
t racks they used , bu t w e were soon 
to find that the difference between 
bridle and b r u m b y tracks was subtle 
in the ex t reme, and referred more 
to their spell ing than to their ground 
appearance. 

A c c o r d i n g l y , as w e s t e r n c louds 
muta ted to tower ing cumulo-nimbi 
wi th menac ingly lowering bases, the 
r a i n s t a r t ed . A d a n k , m i s t y ve i l 
shrouded anyth ing beyond about 50 
me t re s , and w e rea l ised w e were 
technica l ly lost . F o r the nex t two 

Dead Horse Gap hut. 

soaking days all w e could do w a s to 
k e e p head ing north in the bel ief w e 
could no t poss ib ly mi s s the D e a d 
Horse Gap . 

In retrospect, our route mus t have 
Iain about one or t w o ki lometres to 
the wes t o f the current 4 W D track. 
To our left w e were ever conscious 
o f e n o r m o u s d r o p s in to the Ind i 
v a l l e y as w e s t r u g g l e d t h r o u g h 
dense, thigh-high undergrowth, over 
rocks and fallen logs and u p and 
d o w n an a p p a r e n t l y u n e n d i n g 
succession o f spurs and creeks. La te 
on the second day there appeared far 
be low us the huge val ley o f the D e a d 
H o r s e C r e e k and m y t rack no t e s 
read: 

Tha t descent! Will any of us forget 
it! I n c r e d i b l y s t eep and t h r o u g h 
thick, thick forest with a huge carpet 
o f undergrowth and scrub. 

-JT ' * 1 * m m . 

Charlie's wheelbarrow. 

W e w e r e a b o u t t w o k i l o m e t r e s 
wes t of the D e a d Horse G a p and had 
o v e r s h o t t h e o ld L e a t h e r Ba r re l 
Spur t rack . In 1952 there w a s no 
Alp ine Way, no Th redbo and only a 
bridle t r ack down the Crackenback 
R i v e r t o o l d J i n d a b y n e , and t h e 
actual saddle (the G a p ) was crossed 
by a north-south fence in the midd le 
o f wh ich w a s a gate. 

On the Kosci side o f the saddle was 
s tockmen's hut - large, comfortable 
and w a r m , w h i l e s e v e r a l h o r s e s 
were te thered outside, and short ly 
after our arrival, Len , Nevi l le , Noel 
a n d B r u c e , s t o c k m e n f r o m 
J i n d a b y n e , tu rned u p w i th the i r 
af ternoon ca tch o f t rou t from the 
Crackenback . 

T h e a m b e r colour o f the overproof 
r u m bot t les clustered above the b ig 
open fare p lace (in w h i c h w e cooked 
t h e t r o u t ) g l i t t e r e d f r o m t h e 
f l ickering l ight o f candles dr ipping 
their w a x down the sides o f adjacent 
compan ion rum bott les. Warm, dry, 
well-fed and indulging ourselves in 
the human companionship unique to 
the moun ta ins , this had to b e a very 
special exper ience . 

S t a n d i n g on the sea led road at 
Dead H o r s e Gap in 1997, memor ies 
o f it all f looded back, and with them 
a feeling o f deep good fortune and 
grat i tude to have known a little o f 
the H igh Count ry before "progress" 
altered it for ever. 

(Illustrations supplied by the 
author.) 

Ted F l e m i n g 



PARKWATCH 
Mount Jerrabomberra - T h e 
last s tand 

Y o u m a y h a v e h e a r d o f M t 
Jer rabomberra ... close to the A C T 
border. It. is the last mountain in the 
A C T region which has never been 
l o g g e d or g r a z e d , t h u s the 
understorey is still intact and is the 
only known area of its type left in 
Australia. T h e mountain covers an 
area o f about 300 hectares, and is 
privately o w n e d land, now under 
t h r e a t o f s u b d i v i s i o n a n d 
residential development . 

In the 60s it was proposed that 
the mounta in b e c o m e a nat ional 
park, in the 70s a flora and fauna 
r e s e r v e , in t h e 80s a c a b l e ca r 
tourist centre. Finally, in 1992, Mt 
J e r r abomber ra was listed on the 
Register o f the National Estate by 
the A u s t r a l i a n H e r i t a g e 
C o m m i s s i o n b e c a u s e o f i ts 
s i g n i f i c a n t s t a n d s o f r a r e and 
vulnerable native plant species. 

The woodlands and grasslands on 
Mt J e r r a b o m b e r r a and its l o w e r 
slopes have retained, so far, all of 
the species o f plants that used to 
g r o w toge ther over the A C T and 
southeast NSW. The mountain area 
is covered with a variety of native 
vegetat ion c l imaxes, including dry 
s c l e r o p h y l l f o r e s t , s a v a n n a h 
woodland, native grassland, acacia 
thicket regrowth, s u b a l p i n e flora, 
herbfields and heaths . The main 
communi ty on Mt Jerrabomberra is 
a mixed Eucalyptus macrorhynca 
(Red s t r ingybark) and Eucalyptus 
polyanthemos ( R e d b o x ) g r a s s y 
woodland, an association which is 
vulnerable in NSW. According to the 
N e w South Wales Nat ional Parks 
and Wildlife Service, the vegetation 
c o m m u n i t y on the mounta in is a 
b e n c h m a r k or t e m p l a t e for 
education and research. 

Not on ly is Mt J e r r a b o m b e r r a 
important for ecological reasons, it 
is an impor tant aboriginal heritage 
area. 
Sustainable Times, July 1999. 

Should Kosc iuszko be saved? 
NPA has made a submiss ion to the 
Premier and the Minis ter s trongly 
rejecting the COI (Commiss ion o f 
I n q u i r y ) R e p o r t ( t h e fu tu re o f 
Kosciuszko National Park (KNP))on 
on the following grounds: 

the protection o f the ecosys tems 
within KNP is the mos t significant 
use o f the park, not "snow sports" 
as stated in the COI , the proposed 
deve lopment is primari ly an urban 
(vil lage) real estate and commercia l 
development , rather than a skiing 
development more validly related to 
t h e n a t u r e - b a s e d r e c r e a t i o n a l 
objectives o f the park; the proposed 
deve lopmen t cont radic ts p lann ing 
s t r a t e g i e s o f the D e p a r t m e n t o f 
Planning, which point to the existing 
t o w n in the r e g i o n ( n o t the ski 
r e so r t s in K N P ) as the s i tes for 
m a j o r a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d 
c o m m e r c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t ; t h e 
environmental carrying capacity o f 
the park has not been assessed prior 
to consideration o f the proposal for 
a d d i t i o n a l u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t ; 
additional information placed before 
the C O I w a s still insuf f ic ien t to 
amend the defects which has caused 
the local council and the COI itself 
to find the Envi ronmenta l Impact 
Sta tement inadequate. 

National Parks Journal, April, 
1999. 

Saving more of the north east 
forests 
T h e Government's s c i e n t i f i c 
advisers reported that, in order to 
achieve scientific reserve criteria in 
t h e n o r t h e a s t , n e w r e s e r v e s 
cover ing 1.2 mill ion hectares were 
necessary. Under the provis ions o f 
the F o r e s t r y and N a t i o n a l Pa rk 
E s t a t e A c t , 1 9 9 8 o n l y 3 8 0 , 0 0 0 
hectares were reserved, an area only 
5 0 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s a b o v e t h a t 
r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e t i m b e r 
industry. Abou t 206 ,000 hectares o f 
recognised wilderness on public and 
private lands protected since 1991 
by a logging mora tor ium, were left 
ou ts ide the N P W S esta te and an 
addit ional 238 ,000 hec tares o f old 
growth forest were made available 
to the loggers. 

S o m e o f t h e e x c l u d e d a r e a s 
however may yet be saved. There 
are two categories of forest outside 
parklands the status o f which has 
not y e t been d e t e r m i n e d . T h e s e 
consist o f 126,640 hectares of "areas 
for f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n " and 
1 7 6 , 6 7 8 h e c t a r e s o f " a d d i t i o n a l 
areas for reservation". T h e former 
are areas proposed by government 
agencies at the t ime o f the forest 
decision in 1998, while the later are 
areas proposed by the North East 
Forest All iance. 

About 160,000 hectares o f N P W S 
r e c o g n i s e d w i l d e r n e s s w e r e not 
included for "further consideration" 
by the Government in 1998 during 
the C o m p r e h e n s i v e R e g i o n a l 
A s s e s s m e n t . H o w e v e r , 1 2 5 , 3 6 4 
hectares of these lands are Crown 
l e a s e h o l d and a fu r the r 2 3 , 0 4 5 
hectares are leasehold lands within 
s t a t e f o r e s t s . F o r t h e s e t w o 
c a t e g o r i e s o f l e a seho ld land the 
G o v e r n m e n t has c o m m i t t e d to 
protecting these lands in the reserve 
s y s t e m , if they m e e t w i l d e r n e s s 
criteria (Premier 's Office, 23 March 
9 9 ) . O f the a b o v e a rea 1 3 7 , 4 1 6 
hec ta res a l r eady mee t tha t test, 
i n c l u d i n g 1 8 , 6 9 5 h e c t a r e s o f 
leasehold within state forests. This 
c o m m i t m e n t e n s u r e s t h a t the 
remain ing bits of Chaelundi State 
Forest in the N P W S identified Guy 
Fawkes wilderness are safe whilst 
the logging mora to r ium holds . O f 
the remaining lands not protected, 
o n l y 2 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s are N P W S 
identified wilderness and the rest 
are 4,350 hectares o f State Forests 
l e a s e h o l d ( i n c l u d i n g C h a e l u n d i 
wi lderness) and freehold lands that 
c a n n o t b e s u b j e c t to a l o g g i n g 
mora tor ium. 

The North East Forest Alliance's I 
m i n u t e l y r e s e a r c h e d p a p e r (by 
D i a l a n P u g h and C a r m e l F l in t ) 
e n t i t l e d Last chance for Public 
Comprehensive Regional Parks 
s h o w s 3 0 3 , 3 1 8 h e c t a r e s for 
r e s e r v a t i o n in s o m e 2 5 0 a r e a s . 
T h e r e a re 4 6 , 7 4 9 h e c t a r e s o f 
w i l d e r n e s s w i t h i n the 303,318 
hectares and these areas adjoining 

continued on page 17 



The attractions of Joadja 
A quest ion often asked, part icularly 
i f you are in the Mi t tagong area, is 
"Have y o u been to Joadja la te ly?" 
and " H o w do y o u get there n o w ? " 
The N P A wa lk a long the B o x Vale 
T ramway recent ly w a s no except ion 
to the quest ion in the d iscuss ions 
a long the track. 

I t i s s o m e w h a t o f a n 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t to 
m e to confess "Not 
for 58 years" . T h e 
p r o b l e m o f a c c e s s 
w a s n o t m u c h 
different then, as it 
has been over t h e 
in te rvening years . 

I d id no t keep a 
d i a ry t hen in t h e 
detail o f one o f m y 
companions on our 
walk from Joadja to 
Wentwor th* F a l l s , 
so I wi l l relate an 
e d i t e d v e r s i o n o f 
Wmifred Duncombe ' s exper ience o f 
Joadja. 

"In M i t t a g o n g w e s h o p p e d and 
bought everything I hadn' t a l ready 
brought along f rom Sydney. I h a d 17 
pounds o f food in m y pack , the other 
four girls had 15 pounds each and 
R e g had 25 pounds . W e h a d supper 
in a cafe and Edna bought a n e w pair 
o f wa lk ing shoes off a m a n wi th a 
long b lack beard r ight d o w n to his 
chest . M a r y b o u g h t a g a u d y shirt 
about three sizes too big, and Joan 
s tepped into the scene and told her 
she w a s mad , and after tel l ing Joan 
to mind her own business settled for 
a smaller and m o r e subdued colour. 
Joan wan ted a n e w pair o f shorts 
and asked i f there were any shorts 
for ladies. T h e shopkeeper said that 
these were the only ones h e h a d and 
wan ted to k n o w wha t the difference 
migh t be . 

"We finally set off in the taxi for 
Joadja at 5:30 p m and on the w a y 
t h e d r i v e r a s k e d i f w e h a d 
p e r m i s s i o n t o c a m p a t J o a d j a 
because there w a s a chap there wi th 
a gun wai t ing for people w h o dared 
to camp there. R e g told h im that he 
had wri t ten asking for permiss ion 
and saying no t to bother to reply i f 
i t w o u l d be all right. 

"After fol lowing a t rack for s o m e 
m i l e s i t g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e m o r e 
rough , threa tening to land us over a 
cliff w i th the d r ive r te l l ing us he 
didn' t th ink w e w e r e on the r ight 
track. W e finally arrived at the ruins 
o f a t r e m e n d o u s shed w i t h h u g e 
engines and a b ig wheel , everything 
fa l l ing to rus t and be low us lay the 

Joadja Val ley look ing beautiful in 
the dusk . D o w n the cliffs from the 
shed, a skip r a i lway l ike the Scenic 
R a i l w a y at K a t o o m b a ran d o w n a 
s t eep s lope to t h e va l l ey f loor . I t 
w a s j u s t on d u s k tha t w e s ta r ted 
d o w n , l o a d e d w i t h p a r c e l s o f all 
s izes , and in add i t ion to m y pack , 
I had a c a rdboa rd b o x w i th a dozen 
e g g s in it . 

"At the bo t tom w e met the man o f 
the p lace and he wan ted to k n o w 
w h a t w e were do ing there - hadn' t 
w e seen the not ice at the t o p tel l ing 
people to keep away. We said w e only 
wan ted to c a m p the night, w e r e not 
shooters and w o u l d be a w a y early 
in the morning. R e g said that he had 
w r i t t e n f o r p e r m i s s i o n , b u t , 
apparently, it h a d gone to the w r o n g 
p e r s o n . T h e c h a p w a s a v e r y 
h a n d s o m e y o u n g A m e r i c a n w i t h 
d a r k c u r l y ha i r . H e s a i d , "It i s 
pr ivate property and you can't c amp 
here bu t I suppose you can s tay over 
till the morning ." H e even relented 
enough to al low us to have a look 
a round in the morning . 

"Mary and Joan fell v io lent ly in 
love wi th h im at first sight and after 
tea w a n t e d to go explor ing bu t no 
one wou ld go wi th them. After about 
an hour they came back giggl ing and 

wouldn ' t say w h a t they had been u p 
to . Later, in m y tent, they told m e 
t h a t t h e y h a d m e t a n o t h e r 
Amer ican , even bet ter looking than 
the first one and were th inking o f 
excuses to m a k e another vis i t the 
next morning. 

" N e x t m o r n i n g t h e y d o l l e d 
t h e m s e l v e s u p in the i r b e s t and 
w e n t off e x p l o r i n g on the i r o w n , 
whi l e the rest o f us w e n t down the 
creek to the old township, which was 
a very busy centre fifty years ago. 
Joadja was developed for its shale 
and a huge plant was started up for 
extracting kerosene. Tbday, the tall 
c h i m n e y stacks and rows o f huge 
ovens are still s tanding bu t falling 
into ruin, together wi th complicated 
rai lway systems, rows of houses laid 
out in streets and a lmost entirely 
g r o w n o v e r w i t h s i l v e r p o p l a r s , 
maple and p ine trees. It is a weird 
p lace . W e wandered around all the 
morn ing and even c l imbed u p the 
r a i l w a y l i n e to u n d e r the cl i f fs , 
whe re the shale w a s mined . There 
are tons and tons o f machinery lying 
around, huge boilers and tanks. It 
appears at the t ime there w a s not 
enough demand to m a k e it a pay ing 
proposit ion and mi lhons mus t have 
been spent. 

"Joan and M a r y didn't w a n t to go 
on tha t d a y and w a n t e d t o s tay 
another night, p ropos ing to go over 
t h e t o p s r a t h e r t h a n f o l l o w i n g 
Joadja Creek and the Wingecarribee 
River. We ta lked them out o f that. 
T h e r e had b e e n a s h o w e r o f rain 
t h a t n i g h t a n d e v e r y t h i n g w a s 
beautifully green, the grass w a s up 
over our knees and full o f seeds. 

"At 11:30 i t w a s pret ty ho t as w e 
w a l k e d o u t d o w n J o a d j a C r e e k 
a long the pret ty va l ley floor." 

Joadja is still private property and 
access for a fully guided 1 1 / 2 hours 
c a n b e g a i n e d on W e d n e s d a y to 
Sunday . T icke ts cos t : adul ts $20 , 
p e n s i o n e r / c o n c e s s i o n $ 1 5 a n d 
c h i l d r e n u n d e r 1 2 y e a r s $ 5 . 
Bookings are required and can be 
m a d e at t h e M i t t a g o n g V i s i t o r s 
Cen t r e (4871 2 8 8 8 ) . V i s i to r s can 
remain for a picnic lunch, i f desired, 
after the inspect ion. 

R e g A l d e r 

The shale ovens at Joadja, 1941. Photo Reg Alder. 



Development of the genus Eucalyptus 
T h e g e n u s Eucalyptus w a s f irst 
descr ibed in l i terature by Charles 
L o u i s de B r u t e l l e L o u i s  d e  B r u t e l l e  L ' H e r i t i e r , a 
F r e n c h m a g i s t r a t e w h o w a s 
murdered in Augus t 1800, and the 
mystery was never solved. He based 
his de sc r ip t i on on a s p e c i m e n o f 
Eucalytpus obliqua c o l l e c t e d at 
A d v e n t u r e A d v e n t u r e  B a y in T a s m a n i a by 
D a v i d N e l s o n , 26 J a n u a r y 1777 , 
dur ing James Cook 's third voyage. 
O f interest, too, is that Nelson was 
on the Bounty with Wil l iam Bligh. 
He was one of the loyal crew. I am 
fortunate to have seen this specimen 
at the British M u s e u m of Natural 
H i s t o r y , in S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n , 
L o n d o n . T h e n a m e Eucalyptus is 
derived from the Greek eu, well and 
kalyptos, covered , referr ing to the 
bud cap, or operculum which covers 
the s tamens . E. obliqua was not the 
first eucalypt discovered or collected, 
although it is the type species for the 
genus ; it is s imply that L'Heritier 
used Nelson's specimen when he was 
s tudying in London in 1786-7. 

T h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n e a r l i e r 
c o l l e c t o r s , bu t the first r e co rded 
collection of eucalypts was by Daniel 
So l ande r , wi th J o s e p h B a n k s , at 
Bo tany Bay. S o l a n d e r ten ta t ive ly 
n a m e d t h e m as Metrosideros, a 
g e n u s he had j u s t s e e n in N e w 
Z e a l a n d ; o n e o f t h e s e w a s 
Metrosideros gummifera, which was 
legitimised by Gaer tner in 1788 as 
Eucalyptus gummifera, Solander ex 
G a e r t n e r , w h i c h is t h e " R e d 
B l o o d w o o d " , n o w to b e k n o w n 
Corymbia gummifera ( G a e r t n e r ) 
K .D . Hill and L .A.S . Johnson . This 
spec i e s , o f c o u r s e , is the nea res t 
b loodwood to be seen by A C T people, 
at the Eurobodal la coast . Hill and 
J o h n s o n r e v i s e d the b l o o d w o o d 
g roup in Telopea 6: 185-504 (1995), 
where they included 33 n e w species. 
T h e r e a re 113 s p e c i e s n o w 
recognised. 

The b loodwood group , now known 
as species o f Croymbia, is the first 
lot o f eucalypts to be reorganised. 
Perhaps we will soon see two or more 
genera recognised, one o f which will 
s t i l l b e Eucalyptus, w h i c h w i l l 
include s tr ingybarks, peppermints , 
scribbly gums , snow guns, ashes and 
some others. So, w e will see most of 

o u r A C T e u c a l y p t s r e m a i n as 
Eucalyptus. 

The first real a t tempt to organise 
o u r e u c a l y p t s w a s m a d e by an 
Engl i shman who had never been to 
A u s t r a l i a . T h i s w a s G e o r g e 
B e n t h a m , the d o y e n o f E n g l i s h 
botanists, and he gave descript ions 
and a key to identification for 135 
species in his Flora Australiensis, 
v o l . 3 ( 1 8 6 7 ) . T h a t m i g h t s e e m 
insignificant, cons ider ing w e now 
acknowledge somewhere near 700 
spec i e s . Howeve r , i t n e e d s to be 
remembered that Bentham worked 
mainly with specimens sent to h im 
by the grea t M e l b o u r n e bo tan i s t 
Ferdinand Mueller, plus whatever 
s p e c i m e n s w e r e h e l d at K e w , 
England. It is interesting to know, 
too, that Mueller sent all Melbourne 
spec imens to Kew by ship, in the 
1860s, and not one was damaged or 
lost. Beat that with today's mail! 

T h e n , in 1 9 3 4 , W i l l i a m F a r i s 
Blakely published his A Key to the 
Eucalypts in which he had 605 taxa 
(species and varieties). I knew M r 
Blakely when I was rather young, 
first meet ing him in 1936. When I 
wro te Vo lume 19 o f the Flora of 
Australia, Eucalyptus, Angophora, 
in 1988,1 had 513 species, and seven 
species of Angophora. This makes it 
seem as if we lost a lot of species 
s ince Blakely! Howeve r , m a n y o f 
Blake ly ' s taxa were the s a m e as 
some others, and he also included a 
n u m b e r o f hybr ids . T h i s is why, 
w h e n p e o p l e a s k — h o w m a n y 
eucalypts are there, I cannot answer 
accurately. Since 1988, many more 
new species have been described. . .1 
have not tried to keep up with them. 

Another publication of importance 
was A Classification of the Eucalypts 
by L .D. Pryor and L.A.S . Johnson. 
A lo t o f p e o p l e in C a n b e r r a and 
e l s e w h e r e w o u l d h a v e k n o w n 
Lindsay Prior, who died recently, 
and I a lso knew L a w r i e Johnson 
having worked with him in Sydney 
years ago. He died in 1997. In this 
p u b l i c a t i o n , P r y o r and J o h n s o n 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t Eucalyptus b e 
divided into seven genera, but they 
never formalised this arrangement . 
Tha t is, they intentionally did not 
o b e y the I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u l e s o f 

Botan ica l N o m e n c l a t u r e , as they 
were m a k i n g a sugges t ion wh ich 
could be debated. And , debated it 
was for quite a few years . Pryor and 
Johnson gave detailed reasons and 
discussion in their publicat ion, and 
it is far too long to duplicate here. 
So, for those interested, see their 
book, particularly pages 16-19. 

Angophora is s t i l l b e i n g 
ma in ta ined as a sepa ra te genus . 
A n d , for m e , w h a t e v e r all t h e 
eucalypts end up being named, I will 
still call them eucalypts! 

George Chippendale 

A successful book launch 
Visitors to Tidbinbilla, particularly 
to the picnic area within the reserve, 
a re v e r y l i k e l y to h a v e a c l o s e 
encounter with some of the resident 
e m u s , p e r h a p s the e v e r - h u n g r y 
adul ts with less than impeccab l e 
eating habits, or a family group o f 
p r o t e c t i v e f a the r a n d c l u t c h o f 
engaging youngsters . 

These are the characters around 
whom NPA Past President Eleanor 
S t o d a r t h a s w o v e n h e r l a t e s t 
c h i l d r e n ' s b o o k , Straggles of 
Tidbinbilla: the story of an emu 
growing up. 

T h e book w a s l aunched in mid 
May at the Macar thur House offices 
o f E n v i r o n m e n t A C T by U r b a n 
Services Minister Brendan Smyth. 
He recalled Eleanor 's first book, on 
the sub jec t o f sna i l s , w h i c h w a s 
p u b l i s h e d w h e n h e w a s a b o y 
involved in a family newsagency. 

In congratulat ing Eleanor on her 
contribution to children's literature 
through the authorship o f 22 titles, 
h e d r e w a t t e n t i o n to t h e f ine 
d r a w i n g s t h a t c o m p l e m e n t the 
narrative and descriptive material . 

E leanor has expla ined that she 
began writing nature-based books for 
children because she perceived an 
absence of books of this type when she 
sought them for her own children. 

P u b l i s h e d by E n v i r o b o o k and 
p r o d u c e d in an a t t r a c t i v e soft-
c o v e r e d f o r m a t , Straggles of 
Tidbinbilla is a v a i l a b l e at the 
recommended retail price o f $9.95. 

Syd Comfort 



Nightwalk to Westerman's Homestead 
W h e n p lann ing s u m m e r wa lks I t ry 
to al low for w a r m condi t ions . In the 
past , outings to the mounta ins have 
b e e n thwar ted by total fire bans , 
and trips d o w n the M u r r u m b i d g e e 
have been ho t and swea ty - hence 
the idea o f a w a l k in the cool o f the 
e v e n i n g . H o w e v e r , all o f u s w h o 
s e e k t h e s i m p l e p l e a s u r e s o f t h e 
natural wor ld have to t ake the good 
w i th the bad . 

j apa ras migh t convince the rain to 
s top. One b y one w e deferred to the 
greater p o w e r and dragged on our 
w e t wea the r gear and set off for our 
nex t port o f call, Waterhole Hut. The 
2 k m descen t t o the hu t should h a v e 
t a k e n n o m o r e t h a n 3 0 t o 
40 minutes - . However , our E T A c a m e 
and w e n t and all I could see w a s 
n e v e r - e n d i n g f o r e s t . L i k e a l l 
n a v i g a t o r s , I w a s n e v e r l o s t . 

Westerman's Homestead at dawn, December 1998, showing newly 
restored chimneys. Photo Martin Chalk. 

There w a s no risk o f hea t stroke 
on Sa tu rday 23 Janua ry 1999 . It 
s t a r t e d w i t h s t e a d y r a i n a n d 
s c u d d i n g c l o u d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
s t u b b o r n n e s s a n d i m p r o v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e a f t e rnoon s a w 
Yvonne Bar tos , M a x Lawrence , I an 
Bell and I set off for Brayshaw's Hut. 

B y 5:30 p m w e w e r e on foot in 
b r i g h t s u n l i g h t , b o u n d f o r a 
circuitous approach to Boboyan Hill, 
v i a t h e c lear ings o n t h e no r the rn 
side of Pheasant Hill. This creek line 
is a ve ry she l t e red s p o t and o n e 
w h i c h n o n e o f u s h a d h a d t h e 
opportunity, o r reason, to exp lore 
p r ev ious ly . T h e m i x t u r e o f o p e n 
fores t , l u sh g r a s s y c lea r ings , o ld 
r i n g b a r k e d g i a n t s a n d d r o p - l o g 
fences created that experience which 
is comfortably familiar in Namadg i . 

W i t h i n t h e h o u r w e w e r e a t o p 
B o b o y a n Hi l l w o n d e r i n g w h e t h e r 

However , later reflection al lowed m e 
see m y error. I t had a grea t deal to 
do w i th a r i thmet ic and m a g n e t i c 
var ia t ion. 

Eventually, w e popped out o f the 
forest, a little away from Waterhole 
Hut , and m a d e our w a y to the h u t for 
a late meal . A s w e ate in the sunset, 
the four quadrants o f the heavens 
were each their own show. The wes t 
w a s s l icks o f g rey c loud e d g e d in 
orange se t against a pale b lue and 
white sky. Tb the north, Sentry Box 
Hill was embraced b y a battleship-
coloured thunderstorm. Around to the 
east, the setting sun cast the timbered 
hillside orange-green against the grey 
of the thunderstorm. Lightning and 
ra inbows were eventually added to 
complete the display, l b the east, a 
peacefu l m i x t u r e o f mid-b lue and 
b lue -g rey s k y se rved to c a l m the 
senses. -

A t 8:30 w e packed up . T h e w a l k 
to Westerman ' s H o m e s t e a d in the 
ha l f da rk w a s n e w to all o f us . T h e 
n o r m a l nav iga t ion features a l o n g 
the w a y were there, bu t we re no t 
a lways in reach o f our senses . 

A s t h e w e s t e r n h o r i z o n g r e w 
da rke r w e entered tha t par t o f the 
G r a s s y C r e e k v a l l e y in w h i c h 
Westerman 's Homes t ead is located. 
In unfami l ia r c i r cums tances one ' s 
senses can b e h e i g h t e n e d to a h igh 
degree and this w a s cer ta in ly the 
c a s e w i t h w e f o u r t r a v e l l e r s . 
A g a i n s t the dark eas tern sky, the 
s i lhouet te o f p ines and then a r o o f 
b e c a m e a p p a r e n t . T h e n , j u s t 
occas ional ly , a dul l l ight appea red 
in t h e w i n d o w o f t h e o l d 
h o m e s t e a d . A s w e n e a r e d t h e 
bu i ld ing the o r a n g e g l o w b e c a m e 
c l e a r e r - f a i n t b u t s t e a d y . 
Gradual ly , o the r s h a p e s c a m e in to 
v i e w . T h r e e f o u r - w h e e l d r i v e 
veh ic l e s next to the h u t sugges t ed 
a K H A work par ty whi l e voices and 
l a u g h t e r f r o m i n s i d e i n d i c a t e d 
f r i end ly w e l c o m e . T h e su rp r i sed 
occupan t s did i ndeed p r o v e to be a 
work par ty and they g ladly gave us 
a g u i d e d t o u r a r o u n d t h e 
r e m a r k a b l e r e n o v a t i o n s . F l o o r s , 
c e i l i n g s a n d c h i m n e y s n o w 
c o m b i n e to m a k e W e s t e r m a n ' s a 
v e r y cosy p lace . 

After a short s tay w e left the i r 
w a r m hu t for the n i g h t - 1 suspec t 
they doubted our j u d g e m e n t . 

L a r g e holes in t h e c louds and an 
i n t e rmi t t en t m o o n a l l o w e d u s to 
occas iona l ly t r ave l w i t h o u t t o rch 
l igh t and to d i scuss the mer i t s o f 
a s t ro -nav iga t i on . S o m e s h a d o w s 
p a s s e d b y a n d o t h e r s m o v e d 
s t e a l t h i l y in to t h e t r ee s . W e all 
c o m m e n t e d upon o u r good for tune 
no t shar ing a land w h o s e creatures 
v i e w e d n i g h t t r ave l l e r s a s a m e a l 
r a ther than a cu r ios i ty in . 

A s 10:00 p m a p p r o a c h e d so did 
B r a y s h a w ' s Hu t . A l t h o u g h d a m p 
from m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h the long , 
w e t grass , w e felt sat isf ied tha t w e 
h a d shared w i th e a c h other , and 
the b u s h , th ings s e l d o m a l l o w e d 
m o d e r n h u m a n s . 

M a r t i n C h a l k 



Pigging out on Mount Tennent 
It had been yet another one o f those 
weeks chasing my tail at work. On 
a Saturday morning , early in July 
last year, there was obvious need for 
m e to take the kids ' advice o f years 
ago: "Go for a walk up the scrub, 
Dad, and, then, maybe we can put 
up with you for another week." The 
w e a t h e r wasn ' t t ha t u sua l c r i sp 
c lear Ju ly day; rather, there w a s 
high cloud with the promise of a slow 
deterioration over the next few days. 
T h e kids w e r e out and my long-
suffering wife was at work . 

After a discussion with our ever 
attentive old cat, I decided to visit 
the s u m m i t o f M o u n t Tennen t . I 
parked in a little spot bes ide the 
Honeysuckle road below the g a t e -
not obv ious to m o s t and can only 
a c c o m m o d a t e one car. T h a t extra 
c l imb from the gate to the normal 
parking area after a day c l imbing 
M o u n t T e n n e n t b r i n g s a ce r ta in 
c r e a t i v i t y in c o n s i d e r i n g 
alternatives. 

I went into Bushford Flats first. 
T h i s beaut i fu l s p o t is abou t 250 
m e t r e s a b o v e t h e H o n e y s u c k l e 
valley, and was an old sheep lease 
which hasn't been seriously grazed 
for some 15 years. Even though I had 
been there several t imes before, its 
m a g i c had not evapora ted . There 
were enough blue sky breaks in the 
h i g h c l o u d to m a k e fo r a v e r y 
p l e a s a n t l u n c h s p o t a b o u t o n e 
k i l o m e t r e d o w n the t rack , which 
offered a panorama of tree-covered 
h i l l s t h a t s u r r o u n d B o o r o o m b a 
R o c k s to the wes t , and plenty o f 
native birds for company. A couple 
o f old bui ldings remain which were 
used to suppor t the sheep grazing. 
None are particularly ancient, being 
built dur ing the 1940s and 50s, and 
they seemed to have been last used 
dur ing the early 1980s , I think, I 
commend this spot as a destination 
on a future NPA walk through the 
area. 

Whi le lunch was nice, the reality 
was there remained 450 metres to 
c l i m b . I d e c i d e d to b u s h b a s h 
straight u p the N W spur o f Tennent 
to find the junc t ion o f the old track 

up from Honeysuckle and the first 
part o f the Alpine walking track up 
f r o m t h e N a m a d g i I n f o r m a t i o n 
Centre on the eastern side. It is an 
attractive area with rocky boulders 
and a mix o f eucalypts, acacias and 
some bush cover. 

A bit under half way up the spur, 
I b e c a m e a w a r e o f a s o m e w h a t 
stressed presence. About 30 metres 
ahead I saw four feral pigs. F rom 
their stance, it seemed they ruled in 
this patch, for they exhibited some 
indignation upon my arrival at the 
scene. Not the biggest pigs I've seen 
and no tusks, but they still put the 
Rottweiler into the toy poodle class. 
There they were, m u m , dad and the 
two fairly mature kids r ight on m y 
compass bearing. As always in these 
situations, the nearest suitable rock 
seemed miles away and the trees 
looked too fragile for a safe haven. 
After a few minutes of hesitation, 
focused grunt ing and s tamping of 
h o o v e s f r o m t h e p i g s , a n d 
suggestions about a finding different 
place to move from me, they decide 
to m o v e off; kids first, then m u m 
and, w h e n he was confident all was 
OK, father pig, with an assert ive 
little t ro t be ly ing his substant ia l 
weight . Wha t a way to have a pig 
out... 

I cont inued on, initially j u m p i n g 
out o f m y skin as a silver-eye flew 
by and a bit later the pounding o f 
feet from a cuddly s w a m p wal laby 
caused s o m e br ief s tress. Lucki ly 
they don't have ceilings in the bush. 
So I arrived at the peak o f the spur, 
leaving only 170 metres still to climb 
and I settled down in a nice clearing 
and t h o u g h t a f t e r n o o n tea w a s 
deserved. I was starting forget about 
pigs with the view of a snow-covered 
Moun t Gudgenby to the south as a 
ca lming influence. But a loud shriek 
of wha t transpired to be laughter 
caused me to believe I should have 
b r o u g h t P r o z a c , n o t t e a . T h e 
laughter turned out to be eight uni 
s tudents who had come up from the 
Namadgi centre. I caught up with 
them on the summit , one was from 
New Zealand, another from Canada 

and only one was a local Canberran. 
M a n y ques t ions were asked from 
them about how to get to var ious 
peaks. 

By now the weather was turning 
less pleasant, as forecast, with a 40k 
nor 'wester bui lding and the snow-
covered peaks started to disappear 
under cloud. A little rain seemed to 
be falling over Moun t Blundell . So 
d o w n w e wen t , toge ther initially, 
then the uni mob headed off to the 
r ight to go b a c k to the N a m a d g i 
centre and me down the track to the 
car on the Apol lo Road nearly 700 
m e t r e s b e l o w . I t ' s a n i c e t r e k , 
actually, as the forest cons tan t ly 
changes as you get lower; heaps of 
parrots in the trees and a couple of 
lyrebi rds near the c r e e k s - a n d no 
pigs. Into the car for home. When I 
got home I found the heater in good 
shape having being secured all day 
by Cat. 

S t e v e Hi l l 

| New life j 
members 

i i 

i N P A m e m b e r s at t h e a n n u a l ! 
I g e n e r a l m e e t i n g on A u g u s t l 9 I 
' voted unanimously to confer life \ 
j m e m b e r s h i p s on t w o | 
; d is t inguished and Buckman ding ! 
I m e m b e r s - Ol ive Buck-man and | 
; Jack Smart . j 
j Fo rma l p resen ta t ions will be | 
• made in the near future. 

An article on Olive's active life | 
a p p e a r s e l s e w h e r e in t h i s 
Bulletin. 1 

Jack has also been a very active i 
m e m b e r over m a n y years . The , 

| President, Clive Hurlstone, said 1 

j J a c k had b e e n a c t i v e in 
i d e v e l o p i n g t h e N P A w a l k s 

program and had led many walks, 
and was still and active walker. 

Jack will depart Canberra for 
M e l b o u r n e s o o n . M e m b e r s can 
say au revoir on the September 19 
d a y w a l k . D e t a i l s a r e in the 
Outings Program. 

! G r a e m e W i c k s 



Summit road to be blocked 
Mount Durras 
It was first used b y the Abor ig ina ls 
as a food s o u r c e , b o t h p l a n t a n d 
an imal , and a source for i m p l e m e n t 
m a k i n g . It w a s a v i ewing si te for 
l o o k i n g a l o n g t h e c o a s t l i n e , t o 
Doolagarl Mountain, the h o m e o f the 
ha i ry m a n , and to the B u d a w a n g 
Mounta ins . 

N e x t it w a s used by the European 
se t t le rs for l ogg ing , and t h e logs 
w e r e s h i p p e d o u t f r o m P e b b l y 
Beach . 

O n e European settler c leared the 
l o n g , s l o p i n g s u m m i t o f t h e 
moun ta in to m a k e a farm. H e bui l t 
a homes t ead , p lan ted an orchard , 
and grazed catt le. 

R o a d s w e r e bui l t to the s u m m i t 
and a tr ig marke r w a s instal led to 
aid in the surveying o f the district. 

Later, ho l iday makers w a l k e d or 
drove to the s u m m i t to acbmire the 
v iew. 

I n t h e 1 9 8 0 s a n a t i o n a l p a r k , 
M u r r a m a r a n g , w a s d e c l a r e d , 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g a r ea s from D u r r a s 
L a k e s a l o n g t h e c o a s t to K i o l a . 
L o g g i n g c e a s e d , f a r m i n g c e a s e d , 
roads were closed, and the b u s h w a s 
a l lowed to regenerate . 

People in greater numbers walked 
to the s u m m i t on the c losed roads 
w h i c h soon c losed in to b e c o m e a 
s ingle track. 

Sadly, one road w a s left open and 
four-wheel drive vehic les con t inue 
cMving to the summi t and a long the 

This road to the Mount Durras 
summit will be closed. Photo Fiona 

MacDonald Brand. 

summit , and drivers s h o w e d their 
"skills" by dr iv ing in circles to tear 
u p the ground. 

T h e N S W Parks and Conservat ion 
Service is aware o f this misuse o f the 
area and intends to b lock this one 
remaining road, build a car park and 
e n c o u r a g e p e o p l e to w a l k t h e 
remain ing distance to the summit . 

A s you can see by the photographs, 
the road b lockage can't come quickly 
enough to save this lovely place from 
c o n t i n u e d a b u s e b y t h o u g h t l e s s 
people . 

Fiona M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 

PARKWATCH 
continued from page 12 

13 national parks. M o s t o f this land 
i s in t h e B i n d e r r y - M a n n , 
Chandlers Creek, the western part 
of Washpool and W e r r i k i m b e  k i m b e areas. 
The leasehold areas unde r logging 
m o r a t o r i u m i n c l u d e M a n n , 
M a c l e a y G o r g e s , W a s h p o o l and 
G u y F a w k e s a r e a s . W i l d e r n e s s 
assessment processes in the north
east wil l further add to areas o f 
protected forest. It appears that the 
i n i t i a l a s s e s s m e n t s o f f o r e s t 
protect ion levels in the north-east 
were too negat ive . 

A r t i c l e p r e p a r e d f o r N P A b y 
K e i t h M u i r , D i r e c t o r C o l o n g 
Commit tee , 7 July, 1999. 

NPA outing, Mount Durras, June 1999. Photo Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

The active life 
of Olive at 80 
continued from page 9 

C o n s e r v a t i o n , a t t e n d i n g w o r k i n g 
parties and Clean-up Austra l ia days, 
staffing d isp lays and conferences , 
giving talks to general mee t ings and 
frequently administering first aid on 
walks . 

O l i v e h a s a l s o b e e n an a c t i v e 
Fami ly Bushwa lke r s and Walk ing 
fo r P l e a s u r e m e m b e r . S h e h a s 
cont inued to under take courses in 
f irst a id , s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e a n d 
survival techniques . 

Olive approaching 80 remains an 
active m e m b e r o f NPA. Al though her 
physical heal th has not been good for 
a n u m b e r o f y e a r s a n d s h e 
u n d e r w e n t a h ip r e p l a c e m e n t in 
1998 she still under takes long day 
wa lks and enjoys car c a m p s . S h e 
cont inues to w e l c o m e n e w m e m b e r s 
with warmth and enthus iasm as she 
has a lways done. She cont inues to 
give her m u c h appreciated regular 
t a lks and s l i de p r e s e n t a t i o n s to 
Canber ra h o m e s for the aged and 
o the r o r g a n i s a t i o n s . In 1987 she 
p u b l i s h e d t h e f i r s t p a r t o f h e r 
autobiography Life is a Mountain. 

Olive's life, work and contr ibut ion 
to the Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion 
demonstra tes the power o f posit ive 
thinking and the benefits o f lifelong 
physical activity. 

T i m o t h y Walsh 



Book review 
New guides to native 
grasslands 

A m o n g the v a r i o u s a d v a n c e s in 
environmenta l protect ion over the 
l a s t 3 0 y e a r s , o n e o f t h e m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t h a s b e e n a g r e a t e r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f o u r n a t i v e 
grasslands and grassy wood lands . 

After a s low start, the A C T has 
b e e n at the f o r e f r o n t o f t h i s 
development . 

In the NPA's first book , publ ished 
in 1 9 7 1 , Mountains, Slopes and 
Plains, lowland grass lands in the 
A C T rated only a small paragraph 
in the 75 p a g e s . Six y e a r s later, 
P r o f e s s o r G e o r g e S e d d o n in his 
r e p o r t for the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
Deve lopment Commiss ion , A n Open 
Space System for Canberra, included 
a coup l e o f smal l bu t s ign i f i can t 
commen t s that it w a s important to 
r e se rve v iab le s a m p l e s o f all the 
A C T ' s natural e n v i r o n m e n t s and 
that wetlands and native grasslands 
were not adequately represented. 

Over the next 15 years a number 
o f r e p o r t s c o m m e n t e d on t h e 
importance of grasslands and their 
lack of protection in the ACT. The 
y e a r 1991 w a s s o m e t h i n g o f a 
turning point, with a workshop in 
F e b r u a r y o r g a n i s e d b y the 
Conserva t ion Counci l focus ing on 
the issue and a m o n t h l a te r the 
publ icat ion o f Dr Kevin Frawley 's 
book for the NPA, The Conservation 
of Remnant Woodland and Native 
Grassland in the ACT. 

In s u b s e q u e n t yea r s the re has 
b e e n a b u r s t o f a c t i v i t y in t h e 
c o m m u n i t y a n d by t h e A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t . T w o g r a s s l a n d s 
reserves have been establ ished as 
part o f Canber ra Na tu re Park at 
Gungahl in and Dunlop Hills a long 
w i th the g r a s s l a n d s and g r a s s y 
w o o d l a n d s r e s e r v e o f M u l l i g a n s 
Flat. A comprehens ive inventory o f 
the te r r i tory ' s na t ive g r a s s l a n d s 
si tes has been deve loped and the 
proposed Gungahl in town site was 
m o v e d to p ro tec t the g r a s s l a n d s 
habitat of the legless lizard. Nat ive 
grasses have gained acceptance as 
a t t rac t ive ga rden p lan ts and are 

increasingly being used for roadside 
verges and roundabouts . 

A perverse mark o f the extent o f 
this progress was an isolated sign 
of a backlash when The Canberra 
Times columnist , Robe r t Mack l in , 
decried the use o f nat ive grasses on 
roundabouts and compla ined that 
they "bear no relation to Canberra 
plants and look awful." Mackl in ' s 
r emark reminded m e o f a similarly 
ill-informed Victorian Conservat ion 
M i n i s t e r s o m e y e a r s a g o w h o 
r e s p o n d e d to a q u e s t i o n a b o u t 
grasslands conservation with: "The 
last thing w e need is more grass." 

F o r e s t and b u s h l a n d s .. . t he i r 
ecological value had been recognised 
for decades ; we t lands .. . they are 
b reed ing sites for mosqu i toes but 
also for many species of birds which 
most people can appreciate , so they 
a r e w o r t h p r e s e r v i n g . B u t 
grass lands! ... Su re ly they are in 
g r o w i n g a b u n d a n c e w i t h l a n d 
clearing cont inuing to create many 
thousands more hectares each year. 

T h e c h i e f p r o b l e m in t ry ing to 
o v e r c o m e th i s p r o b a b l y s t i l l -
prevalent view is that to the average 
eyes most grasses - introduced and 
nat ive - look much the same. This 
is partly because there are marked 
similarities in the appearance o f a 
number o f species, but also because 
after more than a century of pasture 
improvement , cultivation, l ivestock 
grazing and the spread o f seeds by 
wind , water, humans and animals , 
m a n y g r a s s l a n d s h a v e a b a r e l y 
dis t inguishable mix o f in t roduced 
and nat ive species. 

In their superb new field guide to 
the grassland flora of the Southern 
Table lands of N S W and the ACT, 
a u t h o r s D a v i d E d d y , D a v e 
Mal l inson, Rainer Rehwinke l and 
Sarah Sharpe advance two other key 
reasons for the lack o f recognit ion 
of grassy ecosystems: their economic 
va lue for urban and rural use and 
the subtlety of herbaceous plants. 

"For much of the year m a n y of the 
plants are not noticeable. However , 
in early spring and early summer, 
in p l a c e s w h e r e the p l a n t s a r e 
a l lowed to flower, they p rov ide a 

very colourful and attractive display 
. . . The least disturbed areas contain 
such a high n u m b e r o f wildflowers 
that they rival the f amous alpine 
floral displays." 

Sadly, as the au thors commen t : 
"Grassy ecosys tems are n o w highly 
f ragmented and modif ied and are 
considered to be amongs t the most 
t h r e a t e n e d e c o s y s t e m s in 
Australia." The last publ i shed ACT 
State of the Environment Report in 
1995 es t imated that w h e n all the 
small r emnan t s o f grass lands are 
added together , the ter r i tory has 
o n l y a b o u t 1 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f 
g r a s s l a n d s t i l l o f s i g n i f i c a n t 
conservat ion value, which is around 
5 per cent o f the g rass lands area 
before European set t lement. 

In a n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t n e w field 
gu ide pub l i shed by the Vic tor ian 
Nat ional Parks Associa t ion , Plains 
Wandering - Exploring the Grassy 
Plains of South-Eastern Australia, 
authors Ian Lunt , T im B a r l o w and 
J a m e s R o s s e s t i m a t e tha t in all 
regions o f south-eastern Austral ia 
w h e r e t e m p e r a t e l o w l a n d 
grass lands and g ras sy wood lands 
o c c u r r e d , l e s s t h a n 1 p e r c e n t 
r e m a i n s c o v e r e d in n a t i v e 
vegetat ion. In Victoria , eight o f the 
26 m a m m a l s (exc luding bats) that 
depended on grassy ecosys tems are 
no longer there and 31 per cent of 
the state's endangered species are 
plains species, as were three o f the 
five Victorian plant species that are 
n o w extinct. 

The publicat ion o f these two easy-
to-use, beautifully presented guides 
within the last 12 m o n t h s reflects -
and shou ld fos ter - the g r o w i n g 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s a b o u t g r a s s l a n d s 
conservat ion. The idea o f producing 
a field guide for the A C T region was 
one o f the r ecommenda t ions o f the 
1 9 9 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l 
w o r k s h o p and of Kev in Frawley 's 
book. The 156-page gu ide with its 
comprehens ive descr ip t ions , clear 
c o l o u r p h o t o g r a p h s a n d he lpfu l 
cross references to species of similar 
a p p e a r a n c e has b e e n w o r t h the 
wait . 

Stephen Johnston 



Calendar 

Sept O c t N o v Dec 

Committee Meeting Thur 2 Thur 7 Thur 4 Thur 9 

Environment sub-committee 1 Thur 9 T h u r 1 4 Thur 11 

General Meetings Thur 16 T h u r 2 1 T h u r 1 8 

Christmas Party 2 Sun 12 

Gudgenby work parties 3 Sat 11 Sat 9 Sat 6 Sat 4 

Bulletin Working Group 4 Tues 2 

Further Details 
1 - Nevi l le Esau 6286 4176 
2 - Out ings P rog ram 
3 - M e e t B o b o y a n Pines carpark 10am, Eleanor Stodar t 6281 5004 
4 - Graeme Wicks 6286 4 7 2 9 

General meetings 
Held in Forestry House, Yarralumla, commencing at 8.00pm. 

T h u r s d a y 16 September . Southern Forests . A n d r e w W o n g , Ecologist 
and Campa igner wi th the Wilderness Socie ty will speak on tall forests from 
Nowra to N a r o o m a and the Southern Regional Fores t Agreemen t . 

T h u r s d a y 21 October. T h e N g u n n a w a l People . A n n Jackson Nakano, 
h is tor ian , j ou rna l i s t and pub l i shed a u t h o r wro t e the e v i d e n c e for the 
Ngunnawa l Nat ive Tit le C la im to N a m a d g i Nat ional Park. S h e plans to 
publ ish a 2-volume his tory o f the Ngunnawa l s and the first vo lume on the 
people o f our area wil l be on sale in December . She will speak to us on the 
topic: "Is this the Wrong Mob?" 

T h u r s d a y 18 N o v e m b e r . Green ing Austral ia . M a r k T h o m a s is the 
Chief Execut ive o f the Green ing Aust ra l ia nat ional organisat ion. He will 
give an out l ine o f the organisat ion and its w o r k across the country. Also , he 
will be accompanied by a representat ive o f the Greening Aust ra l ia A C T and 
S E N S W regional office w h o wil l talk about Greening Australia 's work in 
this region. 

Come to the party 
C o m e to th is year 's N P A Chr is tmas par ty on Sunday, D e c e m b e r 12 - to b e 
held at Nil D e s p e r a n d u m once again. 

B r i n g a p i cn ic l u n c h and enjoy t h e o the r ac t iv i t ies , i n c l u d i n g the 
tradit ional auct ion. 

Those wish ing to stay overnight Saturday should contact M a x Lawrence. 
See further details i n the Out ings P rog ram. 

New members 
Tom Griffiths, ANTJ 

Janet Nea le , Be lconnen 

Sebast ian Verrills 

R Berril l , Chifley 

Mat t Plucinski , Queanbeyan 

David Michae l , K a m b a h 

Jon Hall , Bungendore 

Maxwel l Smith , K a m b a h 

Peter Read , Watson 

David Bruce-Smith , Weetangera 

Wi l l i am H o g a n , Curt in 

J enny Gibson, Ainsl ie 

Michae l Evans , Gar ran 

Lynda l l and Ha l H a t c h , J ami son 
Centre 

A n d r e w B o n d and P e n n y Amberg , 
Kings ton 

Lynn D a l g a r n o , O 'Connor 

Friends of the 
Grasslands Inc 
T h e disappearance o f lowland nat ive 
grass lands occurred so ins id ious ly 
over the years since white sett lement 
o f the Austral ian continent that only 
in recent years has the urgent need 
fo r p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e r e m a i n i n g 
f r a g m e n t s b e c o m e g e n e r a l l y 
r e c o g n i s e d . S h e e p a n d c a t t l e , 
ferti l isers, in t roduced grasses and 
u rban d e v e l o p m e n t h a v e r educed 
these impor tan t ecosys tems to 0.5 
per cent o f the original coverage in 
south-eastern Austral ia . 

Na t ive grasslands once suppor ted 
a r i c h a n d d i v e r s e w i l d l i f e 
popula t ion; m a n y o f the surv iv ing 
species are n o w under threat. 

In N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 4 , F r i e n d s o f 
G r a s s l a n d s Inc ( F O G ) , an ac t i ve 
g roup dedicated to preservat ion o f 
remaining remnants o f local lowland 
nat ive grasslands, was formed. (See 
S tephen Johns ton ' s r ev iew on the 
opposi te page o f t w o recent books on 
grasslands and NPA's input to native 
grass lands conservat ion.) 

F O G offers f requent out ings (a t 
leas t m o n t h l y ) , w i th m o r e in the 
p e a k f l o w e r i n g s e a s o n t h a n i n 
winter. Their newsletter is publ ished 
b i - m o n t h l y and the cu r ren t i s sue 
m e n t i o n s even t s such as: l ook ing 
around Yar rowlumla Shire Counci l 
G r e e n w a y Ne twork to see parts o f 
the 2 2 k m - l o n g trai ls set as ide for 
conservat ion and other purposes; a 
H a l l o w e e n Cemete r ies Thur ( long-
undisturbed areas such as cemetries 
and r o a d s i d e v e r g e s can tu rn u p 
n a t i v e p l a n t t r e a s u r e s ) ; o r w h a t 
a b o u t " January 2 0 0 0 - Y 2 K B u g 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n in t h e S o u t h e r n 
Table lands" - sounds intriguing. 

The outings program also includes 
s l i d e s h o w s , w o r k p a r t i e s a n d 
workshops, with a major Grassland 
Conservation Workshop organised b y 
F O G earlier this year. In fact, reading 
t h e l i v e l y News of Friends of 
Grasslands was incentive enough for 
the writer to decide to jo in F O G and 
help swell its membership to over 100. 
Fr iends o f Grasslands Inc 
P O B o x 987 , Civic Square, A C T 2609 
Tel: (02) 62527374 (w) (02) 62414065 (h) 
Web site: ht tp: / /www.geocit ies .com/ 
Rainforest /Vines/7769/index.html 

Phyl G o d d a r d 

http://www.geocities.com/


National Parks Association (ACT) 
New members welcome 

Mick Kelly and Phil Gatenby walk down Mount Gudgenby on an NPA walk in November 1997, when the 
Boboyan Pines (in the background) were still flourishing. Photo Max Lawrence. 
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