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From the President 
Conservation and the 
ACT Budget 

W h a t be t t e r w a y to s p e n d a w e t 
Sa tu rday af ternoon than read ing 
the A C T Budge t Papers , fortified, o f 
course , b y p len ty o f t ea and cake! 
The papers are very interesting wi th 
m u c h information on conservat ion 
and e n v i r o n m e n t a l ac t iv i t i e s . In 
B u d g e t P a p e r N o . 3 t h e r e are 18 
pages on the env i ronment and the 
activities o f Env i ronmen t ACT. O f 
the 58 topics appearing, 40 o f t hem 
are o f interest to the NPA. Here are 
s o m e g leanings . 

T h e C o m m o n w e a l t h G r a n t s 
C o m m i s s i o n d e t e r m i n e d that , in 
1 9 9 7 - 9 8 , t h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t 
s p e n t $ 3 . 2 m i l l i o n a b o v e t h e 
national average on nat ional parks 
and wi ld l i fe . F o r t h e y e a r 1 9 9 9 -
2 0 0 0 , a t o t a l o f $ 2 2 m i l l i o n i s 
b u d g e t e d f o r e x p e n d i t u r e o n 
environment and heri tage, made u p 
o f $ 5 . 2 m o n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
m a n a g e m e n t and regulat ion, $15m 
on na tu re conse rva t ion and l and 
m a n a g e m e n t a n d $ 1 . 8 m o n 
h e r i t a g e . I n c l u d e d in t h i s i s an 
add i t iona l $ 1 0 0 000 fo r the y e a r 
2 0 0 0 S t a t e o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t 
Report . 

N e w c a p i t a l w o r k s o f $ 1 . 5 m 
include $300 000 for w e e d control , 

$ 2 0 0 000 for T i d b i n b i l l a wi ld l i fe 
enclosures, $125 000 for improved 
access to nature reserves, $100 000 
for Boboyan landscape restoration 
(our special project) and $225 000 
for Gudgenby visitor facilities. The 
Envi ronment Grants P rogram will 
d i s t r i bu t e a r o u n d $ 4 2 0 0 0 0 and 
Heri tage Grants $230 000. 

A n e w source o f revenue for the 
A C T G o v e r n m e n t i s a w a t e r 
a b s t r a c t i o n c h a r g e o f 1 0 c p e r 
kilolitre (around $30 per household) 
which will raise $1.7m in 1999-2000 
and $6.7m in subsequent years . 

T h e proposal to spend $225 000 on 
overnight visitor facilities based in 
and around Gudgenby Homestead is 
an interest ing one . The upgrade o f 
the access road wil l cost $35 000 and 
$ 1 9 0 0 0 0 w i l l b e s p e n t o n 
infrastructure improvements in and 
a r o u n d t h e h o m e s t e a d . A t t h e 
budget briefing which I at tended, it 
w a s s t a t e d t h a t t h e G u d g e n b y 
d e v e l o p m e n t is p a r t o f the A C T 
C a m p g r o u n d Stra tegy. T h e 1997 
C a m p g r o u n d S t ra tegy Di scuss ion 
Paper (to which the N P A responded 
p o s i t i v e l y ) m a k e s n o m e n t i o n o f 
G u d g e n b y H o m e s t e a d , o n l y o f a 
future possible l o w impac t campsi te 
at a place to b e identified wi thin the 
fo rmer B o b o y a n P i n e P lan ta t ion . 
The idea that Gudgenby Homestead 

could be a focus for deve lopment has 
n o t b e e n pub l ic ly canvassed . T h e 
h o m e s t e a d ' s l oca t ion c lose to t h e 
Gudgenby River presents significant 
p rob lems for the disposal o f s ewage 
a n d " g r e y " w a t e r . T h e N P A h a s 
taken u p with Environment A C T the 
issue o f a lack o f consultation on this 
deve lopment and our concerns wi th 
specific aspects o f the proposal . 

No Ruff without Puff 
T h e objectives o f the National Parks 
A s s o c i a t i o n a r e s e t o u t o n t h e 
conten ts page o f this Bulletin. To 
fulfil these objectives it is necessary 
for m e m b e r s to par t ic ipate in the 
activities o f the associat ion such as 
the M a n a g e m e n t C o m m i t t e e , the 
E n v i r o n m e n t a n d O u t i n g s S u b ­
commi t t ee s , the Bulletin,Working 
Groups and other g roups . 

M a k i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s v o i c e 
heard (Ruff 1.), put t ing forward our 
v i e w s a n d r e s e a r c h to t h e A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t a n d i t s a g e n c i e s , 
p r o d u c i n g t h e Bulletin, l e a d i n g 
wa lks and runn ing the associat ion 
r e q u i r e s o m e effor t b y m e m b e r s 
( P u f f ! ) . F o r t h e f u t u r e o f t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n , p l e a s e g i v e 
considerat ion to becoming involved 
at the work ing end o f the NPA. 

Clive Hur l s tone 

Annual General Meeting 
8.00pm 
Thursday 19 August 1999 
Forestry House, Yarralumla 

Business at the A G M includes the 
P re s iden t ' s r e p o r t on p r o g r e s s 
d u r i n g t h e f i nanc i a l y e a r j u s t 
concluding, and elect ion o f a n e w 
commit tee to steer us through the 
coming financial year. In addition, 
there wil l b e the usual month ly 
business, including a presentation 
b y invited quest speakers. 

Al l office bearer and commit tee 
posi t ions are u p for fi l l ing at the 
A G M : President , V i c e President , 
Treasurer, Secretary, Immedia t e 

Past President (ex-officio), and up to 
eight other members . 

Whi l s t a n u m b e r o f the exist ing 
of f ice b e a r e r s a n d c o m m i t t e e 
members have indicated they will be 
available for re-election i f required, 
there is an urgent need for n e w people 
to become involved, not only in the 
elected committee, but also in the sub­
commit tees which directly address 
the real issues o f concern to N P A 

Membersh ip o f commit tees is both 
s t i m u l a t i n g a n d r e w a r d i n g , and 
offers y o u the opportuni ty to m a k e 
a s i g n i f i c a n t a n d p e r s o n a l 
contribution to conservation and the 
national parks movemen t . 

C o m e along, have your say, ge t 
involved, and he lp us m a k e a real 
difference in advanc ing the things 
that real ly mat te r to us . 

W e wou ld b e p leased to discuss 
th i s w i t h y o u , and to a r r ange a 
nominat ion i f y o u are a volunteer . 
P lease p h o n e Cl ive (6288 7 5 9 2 ) , 
M a x (6288 1370), or Dianne at the 
N P A office (6282 5813) for m o r e 
information. 

Our gues t speakers at the A G M 
will b e John Harris , R e g Alde r and 
F iona MacDona ld Brand , w h o wi l l 
e n t e r t a i n u s w i t h t h e i r r e c e n t 
exper iences on Lord H o w e Island. 



The Environment Advisory 
Committee 
F o r s o m e y e a r s in t h e A C T , t h e 
M i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
env i ronment has had the advice o f a 
commi t t ee o f experts from outs ide 
t h e r e l e v a n t g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t . A t t h e t i m e o f t h e 
p r e v i o u s L a b o r G o v e r n m e n t , this 
took the form o f the Env i ronmen t 
a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Commi t t ee , o r E triple C, chai red by 
Pro fesso r P e t e r Cu l l en . N P A w a s 
represented b y A n n e Taylor. F iona 
M a c D o n a l d B r a n d w a s a l s o a 
commi t t ee member . 

D u r i n g t h e f i r s t t e r m o f K a t e 
Carnel l ' s L ibera l G o v e r n m e n t the 
c o m m i t t e e ' s t e r m o f a p p o i n t m e n t 
expired. Eventua l ly a w ide r system 
o f a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e a n d s u b ­
commit tees w a s set u p reflecting an 
a w a r e n e s s o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f a 
w i d e range o f envi ronmenta l issues. 
Th i s sub -commi t t ee s t ruc ture has 
j u s t been revised and another sub­
c o m m i t t e e a d d e d , s o i t i s an 
a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e to o u t l i n e t h e 
s tructure for N P A m e m b e r s . 

T h e E n v i r o n m e n t A d v i s o r y 
C o m m i t t e e ( E A C ) , c h a i r e d b y 
P r o f e s s o r P e t e r C u l l e n , p r o v i d e s 
s t r a t e g i c a d v i c e to t h e M i n i s t e r 
responsible for the env i ronment on 
emerging and current issues relating 
to the A C T e n v i r o n m e n t a n d its 
p r o t e c t i o n , in p a r t i c u l a r , on t h e 
following: 

• m a n a g e m e n t o f public lands; 
• d e v e l o p m e n t a n d c o n t e n t o f 

envi ronmenta l legislation; 
• moni tor ing, invest igat ion, s tudy 

and research requi rements ; 
• e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n 

relat ing to chemicals , air, noise, 
hazardous mater ials , wa te r and 
recycling; 

• c o m m u n i t y i n f o r m a t i o n , 
educat ion and interpretation; 

• c o m m u n i t y c o n s u l t a t i o n a n d 
part icipation; 

• envi ronmenta l grants programs; 
and 

• r e sou rce m a n a g e m e n t / 
sus t a inab le d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h e c o m m i t t e e has 11 m e m b e r s 
appo in ted b y the Min i s t e r on the 
b a s i s o f t h e i r e x p e r t i s e , a n d i s 
suppor ted b y five sub -commi t t ees 
wh ich repor t th rough their chairs . 
These sub-commit tees are: 

• E n v i r o n m e n t R e g u l a t i o n a n d 
R e v i e w Sub-commit tee , chai red 
by M r A lan Bradbury 

• S u s t a i n a b l e E n e r g y a n d 
E n v i r o n m e n t P r o t e c t i o n S u b ­
commit tee , chaired by Professor 
Ben Sel inger (recently formed) 

• Landcare Sub-committee, chaired 
by M s Val Wiseman 

• N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
Namadgi Sub-committee, chaired 
by Dr Ar thur Georges 

• G r a n t s A s s e s s m e n t P a n e l , 
chaired b y Professor Peter Cullen 

T h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
Namadgi Sub-commit tee is the one 
m o s t re levant to NPA interests. Its 
functions are to provide advice to the 
E A C on strategic mat ters relat ing to 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n in t h e A C T ; 
o n g o i n g r e v i e w o f t h e N a t u r e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S t r a t e g y ; s t r a t eg i c 
a d v i c e to E A C a n d E n v i r o n m e n t 
A C T on the management o f Namadgi 
Nat ional Park and other protected 
areas in the A C T ; input into, and 
r e v i e w o f m a n a g e m e n t p lans and 
implementa t ion plans for the nature 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a r e a s in t h e A C T ; 
advice on strategies for deal ing wi th 
undesirable impac ts on the natural 
and cultural heri tage va lues o f the 
A C T ; a n d t o u n d e r t a k e o t h e r 
activities as requested b y the E A C 
and the Minister. 

I a m the N P A m e m b e r on this sub­
commit tee , and have been since it 
was first set up . In the pas t year, w e 
have looked at m a n a g e m e n t p lans 
f o r T i d b i n b i l l a a n d t h e L o w e r 
Molong lo ; a t implementa t ion plans 
fo r t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 
C o r r i d o r a n d a c t i o n p l a n s f o r 
endangered species as they became 
available for public discussion. We 
have also kept abreast o f issues such 

as p r o p e r t y m a n a g e m e n t 
a g r e e m e n t s for ru ra l l e a s e s , the 
location o f the Very Fas t Train and 
its possible effect on grasslands, and 
the A b o r i g i n a l c l a i m on N a m a d g i 
and other par ts o f the ACT. 

O t h e r c o m m i t t e e s a d v i s i n g the 
Minis ter on par t icular na ture and 
conservat ion issues are: the F lora 
and Fauna Commi t t e e (reported on 
by Debb ie Worner and Bill Logan at 
o u r genera l m e e t i n g o f 21 M a r c h 
1996, see Bulletin, June 1996) and 
the Kangaroo Adv i so ry Commit tee . 
Both repor t directly to the Minister. 
T h e F a u n a and F l o r a C o m m i t t e e 
e v a l u a t e s w h e t h e r s p e c i e s , 
c o m m u n i t i e s o r p r o c e s s e s as 
p roposed are suitable to b e declared 
endangered. T h e Kangaroo Advisory 
Commi t tee assesses p rob lems wi th 
k a n g a r o o s in t h e A C T , a n d h a s 
p repa red repor ts on k a n g a r o o s on 
reserves , on rural leases and in an 
u rban context so tha t gove rnmen t 
p o l i c y c a n d r a w o n s c i e n t i f i c 
knowledge . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Bird book 
reprinted 
T h e very successful Field Guide 

to the Birds of the ACT, 

publ i shed by the NPA, has been 

repr inted and is n o w avai lable 

f r o m t h e N P A o f f i c e a n d 

r e t a i l e r s . T h e r e c o m m e n d e d 

re ta i l p r ice is $ 1 6 . 9 5 and the 

pr ice to m e m b e r s is $13 . 



Campgrounds 
T h e 1 9 9 0 s h a v e s e e n a r a p i d 
increase in "eco-tourism" and m o v e s 
to exp lo i t c o m m e r c i a l l y areas set 
aside for na ture conservat ion. This 
has led to s o m e scept ic ism on the 
part of conservat ion groups as to the 
m o t i v e s o f g o v e r n m e n t s w h e n 
" improvements" have been moo ted 
for our che r i shed na t iona l pa rks . 
T h u s , w h e n t h e A C T P a r k s a n d 
Conservation Service issued its draft 
Campground Strategy in 1997 the 
N P A scrutinised i t closely. 

The draft strategy w a s found to b e 
modes t in its a ims and sensit ive to 
the overal l object ives o f N a m a d g i 
National Park. A s Stephen Johnston 
c o m m e n t e d in the Bulletin a t the 
t i m e : " T h e d r a f t C a m p g r o u n d 
Strategy demonst ra tes that there is 
a m p l e r o o m f o r d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
v i s i t o r f a c i l i t i e s w i t h o u t 
compromis ing the integrity and the 
s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e A C T ' s 
parks and reserves." 

In accordance wi th the approved 
strategy, the Parks and Conservation 
S e r v i c e h a s n o w c o m p l e t e d i t s 
provision of n e w facilities at the site 
o f the fo rmer H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k 
tracking station and has refurbished 
the Honeysuckle Creek site. With the 
exis t ing site at M o u n t Clear, this 
p r o v i d e s t h r e e c a r - b a s e d 

in Namadgi National Park 
Fees p e r night 

Campground 1 person 2 peop le Each Communi ty Children 
addit ional & non-profit 4 yrs & 
person groups under 

Honeysuck le $3 $6 $2 $2 per person F R E E 

Orroral $3 $6 $2 $2 per person F R E E 

M t Clear $2.50 $5 $2 $2 person F R E E 

campgrounds in Namadgi . Funds for 
th i s w o r k w e r e p r o v i d e d b y t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h and E n v i r o n m e n t 
ACT. 

F r o m 1 March 1999 a fee based 
c a m p pe rmi t s y s t e m has been in 
operation for these sites. Bookings 
m u s t b e m a d e in a d v a n c e at t h e 
Namadgi visitors centre in person or 
by te lephone or fax. Fees can be paid 
at t h e cen t r e on t h e w a y to t h e 
campground during open hours or by 
use o f the after hours facility at the 
front gate. A sticker is issued to be 
attached to tent or campervan. N o 
provis ion is m a d e in N a m a d g i for 
caravans. A three-night l imit applies. 

T h e N P A a g r e e s w i t h t h e 
introduct ion o f a fee-based c a m p i n g 
permi t sys tem and is pleased to see 
that revenue raised wil l b e re turned 
d i r e c t l y to t h e p r o v i s i o n o f 
c a m p g r o u n d s e r v i c e s a n d 
maintenance. The association would, 
h o w e v e r , l i k e t o s e e t h e A C T 

G o v e r n m e n t m a k e p r o g r e s s i n 
revising the n o w very dated plan o f 
m a n a g e m e n t for the pa rk . S ing le 
issues strategies such as the recently 
i s s u e d o n e s fo r b u s h f i r e fue l 
reduct ion, endangered species and 
n a t u r e - b a s e d t o u r i s m a re b e i n g 
i n t r o d u c e d w i t h o u t t h e b a s i c 
framework provided b y an up-to-date 
overall plan of management. This will 
m a k e the u l t imate and inevi table 
r e v i s i o n o f t h e p l a n d i f f i c u l t . 
S t r a t eg i e s shou ld fit i n t o a p l an 
rather than the other w a y around. 

F o r further information: 
N a m a d g i V i s i t o r s C e n t r e , N a s s 
Road , Tharwa , A C T 2620 
Tel: (02) 6207 2900 Fax: (02) 6207 2901 
E M a i l : 
nama dgiLnational_j)ark@dpa.act.gDv.au 
H o m e Page: 
w w w . act.gov. au/environ 

T i m o t h y Walsh 

Joe Turner 1901-1999 
Joe Turner, a m e m b e r o f the Sydney 
B u s h W a l k e r s a n d t h e H u n t e r -
M a n n i n g b r a n c h o f t h e N S W 
National Parks Associat ion, died on 
the 20 February 1 9 9 9 , 1 7 days short 
o f h is 98th birthday. 

T h e S y d n e y B u s h Wa lke r s w a s 
formed in 1927 and Joe was one o f 
its earliest member s . H e was one o f 
the pr incipal activists in secur ing 
the purchase of the Blue G u m Forest 
R e s e r v e . I t w a s to b e c o m e t h e 
n u c l e u s o f t h e B l u e M o u n t a i n s 
Nat ional Park wh ich w a s declared 
in 1951. 

A t a mee t ing o f the Sydney B u s h 
Walkers in Ju ly 1931, the possibility 
o f the purchase o f the lease o f the 
B l u e G u m F o r e s t w a s d i scussed . 
Rais ing the m o n e y required seemed 
to b e an insurmountable task, bu t 
J o e Turner spoke out to say it w a s a 

chal lenge to the c lub to secure the 
preservat ion o f the forest. 

Accord ing ly he m o v e d a mot ion 
that a sub-commit tee be formed to 
i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
acqu i r i ng the B l u e G u m Fores t . 
T h e c o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t e d o f 
m e m b e r s o f t h e W i l d l i f e 
Preservat ion Society, Sydney B u s h 
Walkers and the Moun ta in Trails 
C l u b . J o e w a s e l ec ted secretary. 
Subsequent ly w h e n the forest w a s 
p u r c h a s e d , J o e w a s e l e c t e d 
secretary o f the B lue G u m Fores t 
trustees from 1932 until 1942 w h e n 
he m o v e d to Armida le . H e m o v e d 
to Newcas t l e in 1955 and w a s la ter 
secretary o f the Hun te r -Mann ing 
b r a n c h o f t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion . 

H e w a s also involved in the F lora 
a n d F a u n a S o c i e t y as w e l l a s 

b e c o m i n g a l i f e m e m b e r o f t h e 
N e w c a s t l e C i t y C h o i r . H i s 
g randfa the r , W i l l i a m , a r r i v e d i n 
Hobar t in 1829, a convict on H M S 
Lady Harewood, convicted twice for 
the theft o f a handkerchief. In 1839, 
Wil l iam married a free w o m a n and 
became a respected merchant . 

Joe finished school at the age of 14, 
entering the Law Book Company as a 
del ivery boy. Later at Pr iddle and 
Gosling he was articled as a law clerk 
to eventually become Managing Law 
Clerk. He continued to work in legal 
offices until his retirement in 1968. He 
instilled in his family o f four children 
a love o f the bush and walking. 
References 
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Progress at Gudgenby Photos and text by Eleanor Stodart 

NPA members and Parkcare coordinator, Ann 

Connolly, watch as Brian Cumberland of 

Greening Australia shows us how to fill our 

tubes with soil. This was this year's first work 

party of the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration 

Group, on 20 February. We seeded about 1800 

forestry tubes, in order to have them ready to 

plant out next spring. 

Gudgenby Bush 
Regeneration Group 

OPEN DAY 

S u n d a y 2 0 J u n e 

Detai ls a r e in the Out ings Program 

After instruction 
J T H O L f it was heads 

down and hands 



Second Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group work Timber! One of the larger wildings felled at the NPA 
party for the year on 27 March and 1st Canberra work party on 10 April in the bush along Hospital 
Scouts help plant out seedlings prepared by the Creek. 
Society for Growing Australian Plants. The work 
party on 24 April did more planting, using seedlings 
grown by Growing Friends of the Botanic Gardens. 

in 

off 



En guard on Sentry Box Hill 
On the first weekend of spring, 1998, 
Judi th Webster, Tim Walsh, Ian Bell 
and I jou rneyed to Sentry B o x Hill. 
The mounta in derives its n a m e from 
an upright boulder the size o f a small 
h o u s e ( T h e S e n t r y B o x ) w h i c h 
guards its northern approach. Early 
par ish maps o f the area show the 
moun ta in as one o f the few features 
w o r t h y o f a name . Its lure for the 
e a r l y s e t t l e r s m u s t h a v e b e e n 
s imi lar to that which attracted us. 

O u r wa lk - in c o m m e n c e d at the 
locked gate on the Old Boboyan Road 
South . This region through the Naas 
Creek val ley is steeped in history. 
L a n d C o m m i s s i o n e r H e n r y 
B ingham passed this w a y in October 
1 8 3 9 and n o t e d tha t o n e J a m e s 
Ri tchie had a pasturage lease for 14 
080 acres (5698 hectares) and lived 
on the property with 10 other people. 
T h e i r se l f - su f f i c ien t l i f e - s ty le i s 
ev idenced by the 1626 head o f sheep 
a n d c a t t l e a n d s e v e n a c r e s (2 .8 
hec tares) o f cult ivation they had at 
their disposal; not to ment ion their 
r emo tenes s from both C o o m a and 
Q u e a n b e y a n . W e wa lked pas t the 
ruins o f Bobeyan Homes tead wh ich 
w a s t h e h o m e o f t h e B r a y s h a w 
family for over 100 years from 1844. 
A b reak in our j o u r n e y at this point 
g a v e us pause to reflect on bo th the 
sereni ty and harshness o f life in this 
p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . A c h o r u s o f 
m a g p i e s a n d d a p p l e d s u n l i g h t 
t h r o u g h a heavy sky m a d e for an 
e n c h a n t i n g s cene . Yet the g r a v e s 
a d j a c e n t t o t h e r u i n s e c h o e d a 
different exis tence in years past . 

D u r i n g the rural era o f this region 
s h e e p w o u l d pa s s th is w a y each 
spr ing and autumn on their seasonal 
migra t ion to and from the s u m m e r 
s n o w l e a s e s i n w h a t i s n o w 
Kosciuszko National Park. Our walk 
pas t Bobeyan approximated this old 
s tock route , eventua l ly l ead ing to 
Bul ls Flat Creek and the stock-yards 
and r ingbarked s tumps wh ich m a k e 
for tangible history. 

W i t h Bulls Flat Creek behind us 
w e c l imbed the 100-metre grade to 
the plain which holds Grassy Creek. 
B y this t ime the sunny breaks were 
m o r e p r e v a l e n t a n d a f o r e c a s t 
p romise o f clearing weather looked 

The Sentry Box. 
Photo Martin Chalk 

g o o d . T h e h e a d w a t e r s o f G r a s s y 
Creek are formed by B a c k Flat—an 
e x p a n s e o f g r a s s l a n d w h i c h w a s 
used b y those early s tockmen to rest 
their flocks. Likewise, w e rested and 
fed o u r s e l v e s be fo re l e a v i n g t h e 
s tock route for the c l imb u p Sen t ry 
B o x Hill . However , our rest w a s cut 
short by a freshening wind and the 
odd spot o f rain. 

O u r p l an ca l led for a t w o - h o u r 
wa lk u p the southern r idge o f the 
mounta in , g iv ing us sufficient t ime 
on the top to select a good camping 
s i t e a n d h a v e a m e a l b e f o r e 
w a t c h i n g t h e s u n s e t i n t o t h e 
c l e a r i n g w e s t e r n sky. A f t e r t w o 
hours o f steadily g rmding a w a y w e 
w e r e a m o n g the l o w cliffs w h i c h 
compr i se the southern end o f the 
summit and still some distance from 
our dest ination. There w a s still no 
s ign o f the c lea r ing wes t e rn sky. 
I n d e e d , t h e v a l l e y b e l o w w a s 
part ial ly obscured by a band o f low 
cloud. Spurred on by the need to stay 
ahead o f the weather w e gradual ly 
p icked our w a y th rough the cliffs 

and the thick heath country 
that p redomina te s in this 
area. In the mean t ime the 
sun was gradual ly gaining 
on the western hor izon. A t 
least w e assumed this to be 
the case because that low 
cloud had n o w overtaken us 
and w e were enveloped in 
fog. 

B y 4:30 p m m y thoughts 
had turned to the hour o f 
r e m a i n i n g d a y l i g h t a n d 
h o w w e could best use it. We 
w e r e a m o n g t h e g r a n i t e 
s l a b s o f t h e 1 7 0 0 - m e t r e 
summi t and still about 1.5 
k i l o m e t r e s f r o m a s m a l l 
saddle that w e had selected 
from the m a p as our bes t 
opt ion for a c a m p site. We 
had seen few other suitable 
sites, for the granite, which 
w a s n o w o u r f o o t p a t h , 
offered little opportuni ty to 
s e c u r e o u r t e n t s . 
Addit ionally, the wind had 
m o v e d to t h e s o u t h - w e s t 
a n d f r e s h e n e d , t h e 
tempera ture w a s dropping 

and l ight rain had started to fall. A s 
I p laced m y feet, left then right, I 
seemed to recall these condi t ions in 
a n u m b e r o f survival stories I had 
read . I d idn ' t s top to recal l the i r 
ou tcomes . 

The visibil i ty had n o w reduced to 
less than 100 metres and the fight 
rain had started to swirl in the wind. 
M y three travell ing companions and 
I k n e w the score—keep m o v i n g to 
stay w a r m and focus on the saddle. 
A m a z i n g l y , a s w e f o l l o w e d t h e 
compass bear ing across the grani te 
w e c a m e u p o n t w o o f the su rvey 
marks left by Harry M o u a t in 1915. 
H e w a s cha rged w i th t h e task o f 
s u r v e y i n g t h e w a t e r c a t c h m e n t 
w h i c h d e l i m i t e d th i s p o r t i o n the 
A C T border. 

A t a round 5 p m I heard a noise 
w h i c h did no t fit the a c c u s t o m e d 
pat tern o f m y heartbeat , breathing 
and the pat ter o f sleet on m y h o o d — 
a v o i c e . I w a s a w a r e t h a t D i 
T h o m s o n had planned to travel with 
a g roup to the saddle . Bu t I felt sure 
that there could b e no o ther fools 



about on such a foul day. Again the 
voice—this t ime another of m y group 
heard i t and cooeed in response. The 
vo ice acknowledged our call. Wi th 
o u r nav iga t ion conf i rmed and the 
dest ination near, the re l ief be tween 
the four o f us could n o t b e imagined. 

Si t t ing around a w e l c o m i n g fire 
were six people w h o had cl imbed the 
western s lope o f Sent ry B o x Hill. B y 
n o w the sleet had turned to large, 
w e t f l akes o f s n o w . I d e c l i n e d a 
t e m p t i n g offer o f a c u p o f tea i n 
f a v o u r o f g e t t i n g o u r c a m p 
es tabl ished before the l ight failed 
comple t e ly and the s n o w covered 
everything. 

W i t h i n 40 m i n u t e s w e had o u r 
tents up , extra c lothing on and had 
f a i l e d t o i g n i t e o u r o w n f i r e . 
Unbelievably, or perhaps not, w e had 
b r o u g h t s u f f i c i e n t f u e l fo r o u r 
cooking stoves bu t n o extra to spend 
o n t h e w e t a n d c o l d f i r e w o o d — 
wate rproof matches and dry paper 
were not in the race. T h e day ended 
n o t as p l a n n e d : n o s p e c t a c u l a r 
sunset a m o n g the grani te slabs o f 
the m o u n t a i n p e a k , no conv iv ia l 
c o n v e r s a t i o n a r o u n d a s m a l l , 
enchant ing fire. W e ate our ho t food 
s t and ing a round co ld s toves wi th 
f i n g e r s a n d t o e s c r y i n g o u t fo r 
warmth . T h e prospec t o f c l imbing 
into a d ry s leeping b a g and cuddling 
u p to a w e t pack w a s infinitely more 
attractive than the m o s t engaging 
conversat ion. A n d as for the sunset! 

B y 6:45 p m our day had ended to 
the sound o f snow on tent nylon and 
a steadily increasing wind in the tree 
t ops . I w o n d e r e d h o w s t r o n g the 
w i n d w a s t h a t h a d u p r o o t e d a 
n u m b e r o f t rees in the saddle. N o 
m a t t e r , I w a s s u r e t h a t m y 
subconsc ious wou ld p rov ide p len ty 
o f d reams on the mat te r dur ing the 
12 hours unti l sunrise. 

Sunday arrived quietly. N o wind, 
no birds, no clouds and a bl indingly 

wh i t e m a n t l e o v e r every th ing . I 
eagerly pu t on m y clothes (a rather 
c u m b e r s o m e p r o c e s s w i t h i n the 
confines o f m y vestibule-less one-
man tent) in a rush to explore this 
n e w wor ld . M y haste w a s s lowed 
t e m p o r a r i l y as I p u l l e d o n m y 
frozen boo t s and carefully did up 
the laces. Just 12 hours earlier this 
bright and alive scene w a s we t and 
grey—as the saying goes : 'What a 
difference a day makes ' . 

I n s h o r t o r d e r , w e a l l h a d 
e m e r g e d , i n s e c t - l i k e , f r o m o u r 
s u r v i v a l c o c o o n s . Af t e r a q u i c k 
breakfast o f a w a r m drink and some 
dried food w e set off to explore the 
g ran i te s labs o f Sen t ry B o x Hil l 
which had eluded us the day before. 
The four o f us worked our w a y along 
the slabs and through the tangles 
o f t rees and h e r b s w h i c h l ive i n 
green slashes be tween them. In the 
d i s t ance w a s the s lowly nea r ing 
outl ine o f The Sentry Box , pushed 
u p against the northern tip o f the 
mountain 's summi t as i f t rying to 
avoid us . A l o n g the w a y w e kep t an 
eye out for the passage o f Har ry 
M o u a t all those years before and 
also admired the frozen pools left 
by the excesses o f Saturday. W e 
e v e n t u a l l y c a u g h t u p w i t h T h e 
Sentry B o x . After a pause to take 
in the v i e w and s o m e pho tos w e 
reluctantly set off back to our camp. 

M i d m o r n i n g saw us near ing our 
h u m b l e dwel l ings . O n the w a y w e 
pas sed the o ther g roup w h o had 
spread thei r we t gea r on a s lab to 
dry. A s bo th groups w e r e go ing to 
re t race thei r respect ive s teps from 
t h e p r e v i o u s d a y w e b a d e each 
o ther good luck and cont inued to 
our c a m p site. 

Within the hour w e were packed 
u p a n d o n o u r w a y a c r o s s t h e 
grani te slabs wh ich constitute the 
southern approaches to Sentry B o x 
H i l l . T h e u n l i m i t e d v i s i b i l i t y 

al lowed us to see the expanse o f the 
slabs w e had blindly p icked our w a y 
across during our ascent. Not only 
w a s Har ry M o u a f s legacy visible in 
its context as a survey marke r but 
s o t o o w e r e t h e c u r i o u s s t o n e 
arrangements which are thought to 
b e of Aboriginal origin. Border ingthe 
slabs are stands o f snow gums . Alas , 
these are n o w dead—victims o f the 
drought which held this region in its 
grip in the s u m m e r o f 1997-98 . 

A f t e r b r i e f l y r e v i e w i n g o u r 
s i t u a t i o n w e s a w l i t t l e p o i n t in 
descending to B a c k Flat, and took 
the shorter route to Sheep Station 
Creek. Our descent point carefully 
chosen , w e left the b ig sky o f the 
g r a n i t e s l a b s a n d e n t e r e d t h e 
tangled bush o f the snow g u m s and 
tea tree. Af te r an h o u r o f s l ipping 
and sl iding th rough snow-covered 
t imber w e emerged into a wonderful 
open forest o f alpine ash. B e l o w us 
w e cou ld see o u r i n t e n d e d rou t e 
t h r o u g h t h e c l e a r i n g o f S h e e p 
Station Creek and the valley o f Naas 
Creek beyond . 

Once on Sheep Station Creek the 
hard w o r k w a s over. A b o u t half-way 
a long the creek, w e b roke for a late 
lunch at L o n e Pine . Dan and Dal la 
Jane Crawford were descendants o f 
the pioneers in this region and buil t 
Lone Pine in 1910. T h e y had their 
t i m e the re c u t sho r t b y a t r a g i c 
acc ident in w h i c h D a n los t a leg . 
L o n e P i n e i s no th ing n o w but the 
ruin o f a fire p lace and s o m e well-
e s t a b l i s h e d e x o t i c t r e e s . A s I 
finished m y lunch and admired the 
drop-log fence, wh ich still t raverses 
the creek, I wondered at the changes 
the wor ld had seen, and wh ich this 
val ley had not , s ince D a n and Dal la 
Jane ate their S u n d a y lunch at this 
p l a c e . W h a t a d i f f e r e n c e a d a y 
makes , bu t n o t so the decades in 
Namadg i Nat ional Park. 

M a r t i n C h a l k 

Work parties for Tennent Homestead 
D a v e Whitf ie ld , w h o w a s formerly 
the r a n g e r for the G o o g o n g D a m / 
L o n d o n B r i d g e a r e a , h a s b e e n 
transferred and is n o w responsible 
for the area wh ich inc ludes Tennent 
Homes tead . W h e n D a v e has settled 
i n h e w o u l d l i k e to u t i l i s e N P A 
m e m b e r s t o a s s i s t h i m w i t h 

stabilisation and restoration work . 
This w o u l d involve us in m i d w e e k 
activities. N o special skills wou ld be 
required ( indeed the abili ty to drive 
a c r o o k e d na i l c o u l d w e l l b e an 
a s s e t ) . A l l t ha t i s n e e d e d i s the 
wi l l ingness to spend a pleasant day 
outdoors dur ing the week . Dave will 

contact m e about a fortnight before 
a workpar ty so I should be able to 
give vo lunteers adequate warning. 
I f y o u w o u l d l i ke to b e i n v o l v e d 
please ring m e , on 62814268 so that 
I can compi le a fist o f vo lunteers . 
Thanks . 

L e n H a s k e w 



A crowded Cascade hut 

(Constable) B.J. Lang. 1 9 3 2 - 1 9 9 9 

rode into the Tin Mine camp, put Carter's 
body onto a pack horse and took it to 

Jindabyne. 1952. 

T h e front had brought heavy rain, 
and w e were looking forward ve ry 
m u c h to the shelter o f the hut on the 
l a s t n i g h t o f o u r w a l k f rom t h e 
Cobberas to Deadhorse G a p at the 
end o f March . W e were surprised, 
and somewha t d i smayed at first, to 
f i n d t h a t t h e h u t w a s a l r e a d y 
occupied by 14 people. This d i smay 
soon turned to pleasure w h e n w e 
learned that they were m e m b e r s o f 
t h e I l l a w a r r a A l p i n e C l u b , 
l e g e n d a r y c a r e t a k e r s o f the T i n 
Mines huts and Cascade hut. The i r 
v i s i t h a d t w o p u r p o s e s ; t o 
reconnoi t re for their Eas ter w o r k 
party, and to scatter the ashes o f 
the i r much- loved family and c lub 
member , Bruce (Boris) Lang. 

F a m i l y m e m b e r s i n c l u d e d h i s 
widow, Joan, daughter, son-in-law, 
g r a n d s o n a n d g r a n d - d a u g h t e r . 
A m o n g the I l lawarra A lp ine C lub 
m e m b e r s w e r e R h o n d a Boxall  B o x a l l , 
author o f Silver Tracks, the history 
o f the I l lawarra Alp ine Club, and 
P a t a n d S u e E d m o n s o n , o f 
J indabyne . 

Bruce has p layed his par t in the 
history o f the h igh country b y taking 
part in his club's hut w o r k part ies 
for the pas t 25 years , and earlier in 
1952, as Constable Lang assisted b y 
"Pinky Harris", retr ieving the b o d y 
o f C h a r l i e C h a r l i e  C a r t e r f r o m t h e T i n 

Mines . Some o f the 
s t o r y o f C h a r l i e 
Car ter , i n c l u d i n g 
the diff icul t ies o f 
g e t t i n g h i s b o d y 
back to J indabyne 
o v e r t h e f l o o d e d 
Jacob ' s R ive r has 
been wri t ten u p b y 
Klaus Huenecke in 
his books , Huts of 
the High Country, 
and People of the 
High Country. 

In t h e h u t a n d 
around the fire as 
the night w o r e on 
w e learnt that he 
w a s only 2 2 at the 
t ime, in his second 
p l a c e m e n t . H e 
k n e w t h e a r e a 
fa i r ly we l l as h i s 

father w a s the sergeant at C o o m a . 
Eventual ly he left the pol ice force 
and took over a liquor store in Dapto . 
S t o r i e s a n d m e m o r i e s w e r e 
swapped, and a toast in Akvavi t w a s 

m a d e . "To Bor i s and all the good 
t imes". 

It w a s a hea r twarming occasion, 
to b e included in the celebrat ion o f 
his life and the grieving at his death, 
w h i c h will remain an unforgettable 
e x p e r i e n c e f o r a l l o f t h e N P A 
m e m b e r s in our g roup . Tha t night 
the w i n d swung around to the south 
and snow replaced rain. W e packed 
u p early, said our farewel ls to his 
family and friends, and wa lked out 
in fall ing snow, con templa t ing our 
o w n mortal i ty , and savour ing our 
o w n f i t ne s s a n d t h e e x q u i s i t e l y 
b e a u t i f u l e n v i r o n m e n t w e w e r e 
wa lk ing through. 
Syd Comfor t penned the fol lowing 
l ines: 

Ashes on the snow 

The spirit 

Of a being of the alpine vastness 

Lives on 

Through ashes on the snow. 

G r a h a m Scully 

Pam Ray 
leading the 
NPA history 
outing at Yass 
Cemetery on 
Saturday, 
13 February. 
Photo Barbara 
Comfort. 

Congratulations 
Associa t ion life m e m b e r Charles Hill and his wife A u d r e y celebrated their 
golden wedd ing anniversary on Saturday, 29 May. Char les and A u d r e y have 
been s taunch supporters o f the N P A over m a n y years bu t Charles 's poor 
health has restricted their involvement recently. Members congratulate them 
on their golden anniversary. 



18 — 19 September weekend packwalk 

M t Talaterang 

Leaden Steven Forst 2 C / D / E 

M a p : C M W Budawangs 

Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) , 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 ( w ) 

Contact leader by Wednesday 15 September. After a long drive an easy 

two and a half hour walk to camp at the top o f Ngaityung Falls — a 

spectacular spot with views into Pigeon House Gorge. O n the second day 

go without packs to M t Talaterang, returning to camp before walking out 

~wd driving home. 4 0 0 k m s , $ 8 0 per car. 

2 5 September daywalk 

Southern N a m a d g i 

Leader: C o l McAlister 2 A / B 

M a p s : Co l in ton and Bredbo 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Suitable for beginners. A pleasant walk from M t Clear campground to 

the Long Flat via Potters chimney, some old sheep yards and A b o u d s 

dunny, with a side crip to Chalkers chimney. M e e t at Kambah Village 

shops at 8 .30am. 130kms , $ 2 6 per car. 

2 6 September Sunday daywalks and picnic 

Mult ic lub get together 

C o o r d i n a t o r Allan Mikkelsen ( C B C ) 6 2 7 8 3 1 6 4 

Allan is coordinating a get together o f A C T bush walkers. A number o f 

walks at all different levels will be arranged in the Orroral Valley to return 

to the Orroral Picnic Ground for a combined afternoon tea at about 

4 . 0 0 p m . Al l current and past members o f any o f the Canberra walking 

clubs are invited to attend. Walks will include Cotrer G a p , Legoland, 

Orroral Homestead, Orroral Tor, Nursery Hill , etc, so there should be a 

walk for you on rhe day. Hopefully each walking group will include a 

mixture from different clubs, so you will have the opportunity to meet 

old and new friends. 

In conjunction, at least one weekend walk in the area, also gerang back 

to the Picnic Ground on Sunday aftemnon, will be arranged. If y o u are 

interested in a weekend walk, O R can lead a day walk (one o f the above 

or your own suggestion), please contact the coordinator. M e e t at Kambah 

Village shops at 8 .20am. 

NPA outings program 
June - September 1999 

Outings guide 
Daywalks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require­

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps faciliues often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an ouring of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association o f 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect o f injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 1 0 k m to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 2 0 km 

4 - above 2 0 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 



1 2 — 14 June long weekend packwalk 

Quil tys M o u n t a i n 

Leader: Steven Forst 2 A / B 

Ref: C M W Budawangs 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 ( w ) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

Contact leader by Tuesday for details o f two and a half day walk 

starting Saturday. Easy-medium walk with packs ro a base camp on 

the Endrick River. Visit Quilties Pass, the Bora Ground, and R o u n d 

Mountain . A late lunch at Braidwood on Monday . 3 4 0 kms, $ 6 8 

per car. 

1 2 — 14 June long weekend carcamp Murramarang 

 National Park 

Leader: M i c k and Joan Kelly 

M a p s : Durras 1:25 0 0 0 , Batemans Bay Forestry M a p 

Phone: 0 2 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 

Weekend will include walk from Depot Beach to Durras Mountain 

( 2 8 3 m ) and return, plus some forest walks. Relaxation will be the 

main theme, perhaps s o m e birdwatching or fishing for those 

interested. Please phone leaders by M o n d a y 7 June. 

19 June Saturday daywalk 

Coree and Devils Peak 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higgins 2 A / B / D 

M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

Crunch frost in the northern Brindabellas this winter] Joint walk 

with K H A . We'll c l imb Coree from near Blundells, walk to Coree 

Flats, climb Devils Peak, and return ro Blundells. Some history, a 

good deal o f grear native forest, excellent views from both peaks. 

Steep climbs, about 14kms. For the fit. B o o k with leader, numbers 

limited. 90kms , $ 1 8 per car. 

2 0 June Sunday O p e n D a y 

G B R G work party / walk / B B Q 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

The Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group's primary concern is the 

rehabilitation o f the area in the middle o f our National Park formerly 

occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. W o r k parries are held 

each month in conjunction with the parks service, and usually involve 

weed removal and planting o f native vegetation. T h e June event is a 

special O p e n Day, and will involve some work and some walking in 

the regenerated area. It will be concluded by a B Y O B B Q . Activities 

commence at 1 0 . 0 0 a m au the Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hac) carpark. 

2 3 June daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Ken Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e June edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 7 June Sunday daywalk 

G o o g o n g Foreshores 

Leader: M a x Lawrence 2 / 4 A 

Maps: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 , G o o g o n g brochure (available onsite) 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

M e e t au Canberra Railway Station Kingston at 8 . 3 0 a m . W a l k from 

Foreshores Carpark (near dam) to L o n d o n Bridge natural arch and 

return, all on firetrail and no big hills. Opt ions exist for those wanting 

a shorter walk (one way car shuffle, or part way and return), but this is 

an easy walk and the full works is recommended, even for beginners. 

5 0 k m s , $ 1 0 per car. 

4 July Sunday daywalk 

Brindabella National Park 

Leader: M a x Lawrence 1 B / C / E 

M a p s : Brindabella 1 :100 0 0 0 , Umburra 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

Thi s is the rerun o f the M a y outing which had to be deferred because o f 

wet and slippery road conditions. T h e walk involves a couple o f hours 

driving (including an hour on b u m p y four wheel drive tracks) to get to 

the kick off point for what is quite a short walk. O u r destination will be 

die cop o f the falls on Waterfall Creek, which plunges well over 2 0 0 m 

in very short order on its way down to the Goodradigbee. Phone leader 

early for details and bookings. Numbers will be limited by the availability 

o f 4 W D vehicles. I 4 0 k m s , $ 2 8 per car. 

11 July Sunday daywalk 

M t Macdona ld 

Leader: Beverley H a m m o n d 1 A 

M a p : Corter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 6 5 7 7 

M e e t at 9 . 3 0 a m in the c a m p i n g area across the bridge over the 

Murrumbidgee near the pumping station en route to Cotter Reserve. 

C l imb on track through bush to Cotter lookout, then through pines to 

M t Macdonald fire tower. Expansive views. Bring lunch. 



1 7 July Saturday daywalk 

M t Clear area 

Leader: Mart in C h a l k 3 A 7 B / F 

M a p s : Bredbo and Col in ton 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) , 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) 

Leave Kambah Village shops at 9 .00am. W a l k from M r Clear campground 

along Grassy Creek to Boboyan divide, then along divide to the Long 

Flat. Return to M t Clear campground via Chalkers chimney. A long day 

that will stretch into evening. Be prepared for cold conditions and failing 

light. 130kms , $ 2 6 per car. 

1 7 July Saturday w o r k parry 

G B R G W o r k Party 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

T h e G u d g e n b y Bush Regeneration Group's primary concern is the 

rehabilitation o f the area in the middle o f our Nadonal Park formerly 

occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. W o r k parties are held each 

month in conjunction with the parks service, and usually involve weed 

removal and planting o f native vegetation. Al l activities commence at 

1 0 . 0 0 a m ac the Boboyan Pines (Yankee H a t ) carpark 

2 5 July Sunday daywalk 

M u r r u m b i d g e e Corr idor 

Leaden Cof McAl i s t er 2 A 

M a p s : Canberra and Tuggeranong 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Ideal for beginners. A lovely walk on track from Kambah Pool ro a lookout 

over the Murrumbidgee River about half way to Casuarina Sands. W e 

will have lunch at the lookout, and then return to Kambah Pool. Meet at 

top carpark, K a m b a h Pool at 9 . 0 0 a m . 

2 8 July daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Ken Free 

Phone: 6 2 9 5 8 8 9 4 

T h e July edition o f our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

1 August Sunday daywalk 

M i N u n g a r 

Leaden M a x Lawrence I B 

M a p : Tantangara 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

M t Nungar is a notable peak just to the east o f the road into Tantangara 

D a m from the Snowy Mountains Highway. After a steady 4 0 0 metre 

c l imb through open bush we should be in the snow, and weather 

permitting, enjoying some great winter mountain scenery. This is not a 

difficult walk, but arrangements wil l depend on road and weather 

conditions at rhe time. Ring leader for bookings and details. 3 0 0 kms, 

$ 6 0 per car. 

8 - 1 3 August one week packwalk 

T h e T w o Rfvers Walk ing Track 

Leader: M i c k Kelly 3 A / B 

M a p s : Burrier, Yalwal 1:25 0 0 0 , C M W Budawangs 

Phone: 0 2 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 

T h e Two Rivers Walking Track is a joint venture o f the Shoalhaven 

C i t y C o u n c i l , the N P W S and the Abor ig ina l c o m m u n i t y o f 

Shoalhaven. It links the Shoalhaven River near Coolendel south to 

the Clyde at Yadboro, niosdy on established firetrails and tracks. 

Routewise from Coolendel ir makes across ro Yalwal and onwards 

and upwards joining die Braidwood-Nowra road for a short way 

before heading southwards along the Twelve M i l e Road and Tianjara 

fire trail to Little Forest, dropping down at Rusden H e a d and heading 

across W o m b a t Ridge to M t Pigeon House and finally via Longfella 

Pass to the Clyde at Yadboro. Total walking distance about 9 0 k m s . 

Numbers limited to twelve. Transport arrangements and costs to be 

worked out. 

8 August Sunday daywalk 

M t Budawang 

Leader: Brian Slee 1 A 

M a p s ; Bacemans Bay Forestry m a p , C M W Budawangs sketch 

m a p 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 0 7 1 9 

M e e t at Canberra Railway Station Kingston at 8 . 0 0 a m . Drive to 

base o f M t Budawang via Braidwood and Mongarlowe. A short but 

steepish walk on firetrail to M t Budawang summit , for fine views o f 

surrounding country including the Casde and Pigeon House. Return 

to cars may be by different route using o ld partly overgrown trail. 

Afternoon tea and stroll around rhe gallery at Mongarlowe. 2 0 0 k m s , 

$ 2 0 per car. 

14 August Saturday work party 

G B R G W o r k Party 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

T h e Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Groups primary concern is the 

rehabilitation o f the area in the middle o f our N a d o n a l Park formerly 

occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. W o r k parties are held 

each month jn conjunction with the parks service, and usually involve 

weed removal and planting o f native vegetation. A l l activities 

commence at 1 0 . 0 0 a m at the Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hat) carpark. 



15 August Sunday daywalk 

M r Gudgenby 

Leader: Martin Cha lk 2 B / C / D / E 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) , 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

Leave Kambah Village shops at 8 .00am. W a l k from Yankee Hat 

carpark across Bogong swamp ro cl imb rugged M t Gudgenby for 

magnificent views. A challenging walk for fit and experienced 

walkers. lOOkms, S 2 0 per car. 

2 2 August Sunday daywalk 

Hospital Hi l l and Boboyan Trig 

Leader: Frank Clements 3 A / D / F 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

M e e t at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . From the Boboyan 

(Yankee Hat) carpark we cl imb to Hospital Hill , then north (1km 

exploratory) to a large rock outcrop. Return to Hospital Hill and 

then on to Boboyan Trig. Descend ro O l d Boboyan Road and back 

to cars. lOOkms, S 2 0 per car. 

2 5 August daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: David Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

The August edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 9 August Sunday ski trip 

Four M i l e H u t 

Leader: Steven Forst 3 A 

M a p : M t Selwyn Ski Touring M a p 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 i 3 2 6 ( w ) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

Contact leader by Wednesday. A day ski trip to Four Mile Hut for 

lunch from either Kiandra or Selwyn Quarry, depending on the 

snow and weather conditions. 30Okms, $ 6 0 per car. 

4 — 1 1 September one week packwalk 

Barruigton Tops 

Leaders: W a y n e Veide, M a x Lawrence 3 A / B / C / D / E / F 

Maps: Barrington T o p s and Gloucester Tops 1:25 0 0 0 , 

Barrington Tops Forestry M a p 

Phone: 0 2 6 5 5 3 4 3 5 1 (Wayne , at W i n g h a m ) , 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (Max) 

W e will enter and return via the Gloucester Tops walking trail (approx 

20kms) , setting up a base camp at beautiful W o m b a t Creek. Daywalks 

to Careys Peak, Big Hole , Junction Pools, Edwards Swamp, Basden 

Falls, Barrington Falls. Transport arrangements and costs will depend 

on numbers. Expressions o f interest to M a x by 14 August please, 

with preference for early registrations as numbers will be limited. 

5 September Sunday daywalk 

Sherwood 

Leader: Doreen W i l s o n 1 A 

M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 5 2 1 5 

M e e t at carpark on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter Road at 8 .30am. A n 

easy walk on rracks and steps from Blue Range H u t to Sherwood 

homestead historic site in spring glory with daffodils blooming. We'll 

I also look for early orchids en route. 3 5 k m s , $ 7 per car. 

1 1 - 1 2 September weekend packwalk 

' Bibbenluke M o u n t a i n 

j Leader: Phil Gatenby 3 A / D / E 

M a p : C o r a n g 1:25 0 0 0 

i Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

j A walk in the western Budawangs from the W o g W o g entrance. Mostly 

i on cracks but with some scrub and a bit of rock scrambling in places. 

, Contact leader by Wednesday 8 September for more details and bookings. 

: 2 5 0 k m s , 5 5 0 per car. 
i 

11 September Saturday w o r k parry 
: G B R G W o r k Party 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

i Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

T h e G u d g e n b y Bush Regeneration G r o u p s primary concern is the 

rehabilitation of the area in the middle o f our National Park formerly 

| occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. W o r k parties are held each 

I month in conjunction with the parks service, and usually involve weed 

j removal and planting o f native vegetation. A l l activities commence at 

1 0 . 0 0 a m at the Boboyan Pines (Yankee Hat) carpark. 

1 2 September Sunday daywalk 

Tidbinbil la Range 

Leader: Steve Hil l 3 A / B / E 

M a p : Tidbinbil la 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9 1 8 6 

i W e c l imb co SnowyCorner from the top o f the Lyrebird trail (this is 

steep, but we pass through a great variety o f beautiful forest) and then 

to Tidbinbilla Mounta in for a 3 6 0 degree view of the things that matter 

to us as well as lunch. T h e n we walk north along the ridge to Tidbinbilla 

Peak and d o w n to Johns Peak. W e rerurnfi to the carpark along the 

Mounta in Creek trail which we meet after the (again steep in parts) 

descent from Johns Peak. M e e t at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . 

7 0 k m s , $ 1 4 per car. 



Light will make the green go 
C o m p l e x a n d i n g e n i o u s r e s e a r c h 
over more than two years to discover 
t h e c a u s e o f t h e g r e e n l i c h e n 
invasion o f Aboriginal rock art at the 
N u r s e r y S w a m p I I s i t e i n t h e 
N a m a d g i Na t iona l Park s e e m s to 
have y i e lded a beaut i ful ly s imple 
answer. 

The invasion threatened to cover 
and d e s t r o y a t leas t s o m e o f the 
animal and other figures painted on 
the wa l l o f the r o c k shel ter . T h e 
p a i n t i n g s a r e e s t i m a t e d t o - b e 
hundreds and poss ibly thousands o f 
years old. 

L i c h e n s h a v e p r o b a b l y b e e n a 
f e a t u r e o f t h e s i t e w e l l i n t o 
prehistory, bu t we re recognised as a 
potential threat to the art fol lowing 
bushfires in 1983 w h e n mature trees 
in the area were badly burned and 
t h e u n d e r s t o r e y w a s d e s t r o y e d . 
Photographic moni tor ing o f the art 
panels s ince this t ime has revealed 
periodic rapid growth in the l ichen, 
despite two attempts to clean the site 
us ing dry brushes . 

The project to find the cause and 
c u r e w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d b y t h e 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n after 
receiving an A C T Heri tage Grant . 

T h e NPA Bulletin o f D e c e m b e r 
1998 ca r r i ed a de ta i l ed p r o g r e s s 
r e p o r t , a n d m e m b e r s a t t h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s g e n e r a l m e e t i n g in 
March 1999 heard more up-to-date, 
and possibly conclusive, information 
f rom D r K e l v i n Officer, o f Nav in -
Off ice r H e r i t a g e C o n s u l t a n t s , o f 
Deakin , and M r Bruce Ford , H e a d 
o f C o n s e r v a t i o n , A u s t r a l i a n 
National Gallery. 

The speakers gave stimulating and 
wide-ranging talks accompanied by 
slides and ove rhead project ions o f 
d i a g r a m s and m a p s tha t c o v e r e d 
m u c h m o r e than Nursery S w a m p LT. 
T h e y a l s o d e a l t w i t h o t h e r 
Abor ig ina l rock art in the A C T , and 
in other parts o f Australia, out l ining 
the significance o f the art and the 
r a n g e o f c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o b l e m s 
involved. 

They expanded on the complexities 
o f the Nurse ry S w a m p II research, 
u n d e r t a k e n , a s r e p o r t e d i n t h e 
r e c e n t Bulletin a r t i c l e , b y 
consultants and assistants f rom at 

least eight organisat ions. T h e object 
o f research w a s no t only to find the 
answer to the l ichen prob lem, but to 
u s e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e v e l o p 
r e s e a r c h t e c h n i q u e s a n d 
ins t ruments tha t could b e used on 
r o c k ar t e l s e w h e r e . T h e r e w a s a 
significant pioneering element in the 
work . 

Ke lv in Officer, w h o s p o k e first, 
gave a de ta i led descr ip t ion o f the 
Nurse ry S w a m p n site and its art, 
and outl ined the complex i ty o f the 
prob lems - f inding the precise cause 
of the s imple effect o f l ichen growing 
on rock was no t as s imple as i t might 
s e e m . W i n d , l i g h t , m o i s t u r e , 
temperature, the presence o f insects, 
a n d t h e c h a n g i n g p a t t e r n s a n d 
p r o p o r t i o n s o f t h e s e w i t h t h e 
s e a s o n s , all h a d to b e t aken into 
account - even differences be tween 
microcl imates wi thin the shelter 

Th i s was p ioneer ing research and 
s o m e of the equ ipment w a s specially 
designed and improvised - accurate 
bu t s imple ins t ruments tha t needed 
to b e able to operate for long per iods 
in bush locat ions far from external 
p o w e r sources . 

B r u c e F o r d s h o w e d a 
comprehens ive selection o f slides o f 
r o c k a r t f r o m a r e a s a s w i d e l y 
s e p a r a t e d as t h e G r a m p i a n s in 
Victoria , Cape York in Queens land, 
K a k a d u in the Nor thern Terri tory 
a n d t h e K i m b e r l e y i n W e s t e r n 
Austral ia , and detai led the variety 
o f s ty les and ma te r i a l s u sed , the 
special features o f different locat ions 
and the p r o b l e m s o f preservat ion , 
and the practicali t ies o f w h a t can be 
done to conserve such a significant 
nat ional cultural her i tage. 

C o n s e r v a t i o n m e a s u r e s v a r y 
wide ly accord ing to the natural or 
h u m a n threa ts the pa r t i cu la r art 
surfaces. These range from chemical 
a n d p h y s i c a l m e a s u r e s to 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l s a n d 
restraining influences such as fences 
and boa rdwa lks . S e c r e c y is a lso a 
protec t ion: for example , t h e exact 
location o f Nurse ry S w a m p II is not 
publicised. 

T h e t ime and effort spent on the 
N u r s e r y S w a m p pro jec t has g o n e 
wel l b e y o n d w h a t the consul tan ts 

w e r e contracted to under take . Al l 
poss ib le factors inf luencing l ichen 
g r o w t h w e r e i n v e s t i g a t e d -
geological , biological, meteorological 
and other - and then, wel l into the 
second yea r o f research, a na r row 
strip o f clear rock at the floor level 
gave the clue. 

Perhaps lichen did not g row there 
b e c a u s e i t w a s s u b j e c t t o m o r e 
abrasion from wind-blown sand than 
other areas. Or perhaps, because o f 
the rock overhang, this bot tom strip 
r ece ived the m o s t d i rec t sunl ight 
than the rest o f the surfaces. Tests 
showed it w a s the light. 

So the cure may be simple: increase 
the light and the lichen will disappear. 
B u t i t s not conclusive yet . More work 
is still being done. 

And the next problem is finding an 
effective w a y of getting the right kind 
o f light, at the right intensity, and 
directing it into the right areas. So 
what will work? A n arrangement o f 
ref lec tors to r ed i rec t sun l igh t? A 
system of ultra violet lights - and if 
so how will they b e powered in a w a y 
that they can be left untended for long 
periods in the bush? More research is 
needed and more technical problems 
need to be overcome. 

Bu t the d iscovery o f the critical 
par t played by the hours o f direct 
sunlight per day on the growth o f 
l ichen is a breakthrough that has 
s ign i f i cance for m a n y A b o r i g i n a l 
rock art sites a round Austra l ia - as 
d o t h e r e s e a r c h m e t h o d s a n d 
i n s t r u m e n t s d e v e l o p e d fo r t h e 
Nurse ry S w a m p II project. 

G r a e m e Wicks 

Vale 
I t i s w i t h r e g r e t t h a t t h e 

association marks the pass ing o f 

three members . M a r y MacDonald 

d ied on 14 M a r c h 1999 , on her 

8 2 n d bir thday, Professor Pe te r Self  

S e l f o n 2 9 M a r c h 1 9 9 9 a n d 

Professor Erwin Koch-Emery on 

13 M a y 1999. The sympathy o f 

m e m b e r s i s e x t e n d e d t o t h e 

families. 



Another walk in the wilderness 
D r i v i n g f rom C a n b e r r a t h r o u g h 
J indabyne , w e fol lowed Bar ry Way 
a l o n g the S n o w y and then in to 
Victor ia , th rough Suggan Buggan , 
and then turned wes t to reach our 
c a m p s i t e in the A l p i n e Na t iona l 
P a r k b e s i d e B u l l e y C r e e k , a 
tributary o f the Upper Murray. Max 
Lawrence and Mick Kel ly had met 
the keen interest in their p lanned 
walk from Bul ley C r e e k to Dead 
Hor se Gap by each leading a g roup 
of nine walkers and depar t ing a day 
apar t on S u n d a y and M o n d a y 21 
and 22 March . Peter Duggan from 
Caloo la drove the first g roup and 
G a r y S c h n e i d e r , t h e s e c o n d . 
O v e r a l l , t h e M o n d a y g r o u p 
p r o b a b l y h a d the b e t t e r o f the 
w e a t h e r w i t h t h e i r d r e n c h i n g 
c o m i n g at the end of the tr ip rather 
than at the beg inn ing , wi th clear 
d a y s for t h e a s c e n t s o f b o t h 
Cobbe ras and the Pilot , and a wa lk 
o u t t h r o u g h a s n o w - c o v e r e d 
wi lderness . Apa r t from the last day 
w h e n a cold front r eached the area, 
w e enjoyed mi ld condi t ions . 

S e t t i n g o f f f rom B u l l e y C r e e k 
wi th day packs , w e headed up into 
t h e p e a k s g r o u p e d n e a r M o u n t 
Cobberas N u m b e r 1, M o s c o w Peak 

The Sunday group, L to R: David Large, Annette and Mike Smith, Helen 
Stevens, Brian Slee, Annie Tedder, Wayne Veide, Peter Tedder. 

Front (and photographer) Max Lawrence. 

first, from which we had v iews to 
the nor th o f Cobberas N o . 2 and the 
Pilot, and beyond them , the outline 
o f R a m s h e a d and the Ma in Range . 
In o ther direct ions, r o w upon row 
o f r i d g e s , b l u e - t i n g e d in t h e i r 
p r i s t i n e b e a u t y . C l e f t P e a k i s 
compr i sed o f a forbidding j u m b l e o f 

r h y o l i t e o u t c r o p s , 
o r a n g e - b r o w n , a n d 
e x c e p t in s h e l t e r e d 
gu l l i e s nea r ly ba re o f 
v e g e t a t i o n . W e t h e n 
w a l k e d a c r o s s s n o w 
g u m slopes to the peak 
of Cobberas N o . l . T h e 
trig marker and the log 
book are perched on a 
r o c k y o u t c r o p a n d , 
h a v i n g s c r a m b l e d u p 
this, w e were p leased to 
read that Max ' s g roup 
had m a d e th is on the 
previous day. Our return 
to Bulley Creek was an 
e x p e r i m e n t in G P S 
n a v i g a t i o n only 
modest ly c o m p r o m i s e d 
by an e l e m e n t o f 
b u s h c r a f t a n d s o 
p r o v i d e d r a the r m o r e 
e x e r c i s e t h a n 
conventional observance 
of contours might have 
done. 

T h e n e x t day found us on the 
C o w o m b a t Firetrail wa lk ing on a 
we l l g r a d e d p a t h b e l o w M o u n t 
C o b b e r a s N o . 2 a n d r e a c h i n g 
C o w o m b a t Flats in t ime to explore 
the area. Nearby are the remains of 
the R A A F Dakota crash-landed on 
the flats in the early 50s; only three 
pieces o f wreckage have survived 
s o u v e n i r hun t ing . A t C o w o m b a t 
F l a t s t h e P i l o t C r e e k j o i n s the 
Murray River and near the junct ion 
is a fine grassy and tussocked camp 
site, very obviously much favoured 
b y b r u m b i e s and u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
being threatened by Scotch thistle. 
One can easily straddle the Murray 
at this point and it is near here that 
the state border becomes a straight 
l i n e on t h e m a p . T h e m o r e 
enterprising members walked to the 
first survey mark o f this part of the 
border c lose to the source o f the 
Murray. 

The fourth day w a s the longest of 
the trip following the Cowombat and 
Snow G u m s Firetrails to Tin Mines 
with a side trip to c l imb The Pilot. 
T h o s e w h o took this oppor tun i ty 
were rewarded with t remendous all-
round v i e w s o f the s u r r o u n d i n g 
alpine coun t ry from the summi t . 
The writer unwisely chose to defer 
the ascent until the fol lowing day, 
as a day wa lk from Tin Mines , and 



Club, an event which Graham Scully 
describes elsewhere in this Bulletin. 

A light fall o f s n o w overnight and 
the m o r n i n g set t h e s c e n e for a 
w o n d e r f u l m o r n i n g ' s w a l k u p to 
Bob's Ridge, where Gary met us and 
w e then w e n t on to Dead Horse G a p 
w h e r e he had pa rked his van. 

T h i s w a s a m a r v e l l o u s w a l k 
t h r o u g h la rge ly u n s p o i l e d a lp ine 
country, wi th a va r i e ty o f w a l k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s , f i n e v i e w s , g o o d 
c a m p i n g sites and lots o f her i tage 
i n t e r e s t . T h e w a l k h a d b e e n 
p l anned a l lowing sufficient t i m e to 
enjoy all these th ings . Our thanks 
to l eade r s M a x a n d M i c k and to 

The Monday group, L to R: Ed Raithel, Tim Walsh, Dan Dawes, Graham dr ivers Peter and Gary. 
Scully, Mick Kelly, Richard Miller, Syd Comfort, Gerry Jacobson, Gary 

Schneider. Absent, Klaus Hueneke. Photo Gary Schneider Syd C o m f o r t 

w a s beaten b y the mist, well short o f 
the top. 

A t T i n M i n e s t h e g r o u p s 
o v e r l a p p e d a n d s p e n t a n i g h t 
together. Here there is a vast , grassy 
c a m p site, a fine f lowing creek and a 
large, well maintained hut. For a few 
short years in the depression o f the 
30s this w a s the l iving area o f the 
miners w h o worked the mines on the 
Tin Mines Creek about a ki lometre 
distant. Ore w a s dug from an open 
c u t , b a g g e d a n d t a k e n o u t b y 
packhorse through Dead Horse Gap . 
Af t e r t h e m a i n o p e r a t i o n c l o s e d , 
s o m e mine r s s tayed on , the m o s t 
no tab le b e i n g Char l ie Car ter w h o 
died here in 1952. There was some 
catch-up t ime here in wh ich to visi t 
Tin Mines Fal ls , wa lk to the mine 
area, t ry the fishing in the creek or 
enjoy the hut fire. On one evening 
the acoust ics o f the hu t were fully 
t e s t e d b y a l u s t y i f n o t a l w a y s 
melod ious choir, fully equipped with 
song sheets and uninhibited by the 
risk o f ne ighbour ly ire. 

On the fol lowing day w e enjoyed 
s o m e fine wa lk ing through a var ie ty 
o f v e g e t a t i o n ; n e a r r a i n f o r e s t 
c o n d i t i o n s in p l a c e s b u t m a i n l y 
through forest , some mounta in ash 
bu t m o r e often mounta in gum. On 
near ing our dest inat ion, Cascades 
H u t , w e w e r e a l i t t le p u z z l e d by 
sighting a vehicle parked beside the 
hut. After all, w e were in wilderness! 
In the event , the vehicle signalled a 
great t ime wh ich w e shared wi th the 
14 visi tors from the IUawarra Alp ine 

Max Lawrence straddles the Murray near Cowombat Flats. 

Mick Kelly and Graham Scully on the track to Bobs Ridge. 
Photo Syd Comfort. 



Burrin Burr in W h a t l o o k e d l i k e c e n t u r i e s o f 
V e r y s o o n t h e r e w i l l b e t h e 
opportuni ty for the publ ic launch o f 
Bush Heritage's n e w e s t and ten th 
r e s e r v e . T h i s p r o p e r t y , n a m e d 
Burrin Burrin, is nea r Bra idwood, 
jus t out o f Canber ra . It has been 
acquired b y Bush Heri tage at little 
expense as a result o f an agreement 
between the executor o f a deceased 
estate and the beneficiary o f Burr in 
Burrin in the estate, the Austral ian 
Conservation Foundat ion. Execut ive 
Director o f the ACF, D o n Henry, says 
Burrin Burrin has been transferred 
to B u s h H e r i t a g e b e c a u s e ' B u s h 
H e r i t a g e h a s t h e s k i l l s a n d 
wherewi tha l to m a n a g e the natural 
values o f this proper ty in perpetuity. 
As m u c h as A C F w o u l d have liked 
to r e t a i n B u r r i n B u r r i n a m o r e 
practical solution from the point o f 
v iew o f the A C F and the estate w a s 
to o f f e r t h e p r o p e r t y to B u s h 
Heri tage ' . All part ies are delighted 
wi th the result . 

Bush Heritage News, Autumn, 1999. 

O u r al tered r ivers 
European se t t lement m a y have had 
m o r e i m p a c t on t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
landscape than previously realised, 
accord ing to two researchers from 
t h e C S I R O and t h e C o o p e r a t i v e 
R e s e a r c h C e n t r e f o r C a t c h m e n t 
Hydrology. 
Drs Jon Ollie and Pe te r Wallbr ink 
s a i d n e w r e s e a r c h s h o w e d t h a t 
me t re s o f sand and m u d on r iver 
f loodplains in eastern Austra l ia w a s 
deposi ted over jus t 30 or 40 years -
not over hundreds o f thousands o f 
years as had been be l ieved - w h i c h 
m e a n t s e t t l e m e n t m u s t h a v e 
u n l e a s h e d e r o s i o n , s e d i m e n t 
deposition and other changes "orders 
o f m a g n i t u d e g r e a t e r " t h a n 
previously assumed. In some cases 
the rates are s taggering. 
For example , radioactive traces from 
Uni ted States nuclear weapons tests 
in the late 1950s w e r e used to date 
w h a t appeared to b e at l e a s t 200 
years o f sediments on the floodplain 
o f N e w South Wales ' Mur rah River 
- whose ca tchment is domina ted by 
forestry and dairying. 

s e d i m e n t t u rned out to have all 
happened since 1960, and nearly a 
t h i r d w a s d u m p e d b y a s i n g l e 
mass ive flood in 1971. 
A t e c h n i q u e c a l l e d o p t i c a l l y 
s t imula ted luminescence used in 
dat ing river sediments , suggested a 
sudden violent change t r iggered by 
over-clearing and heavy grazing in 
r ive r c a t c h m e n t s - f rom s tab le , 
s l o w - f l o w i n g a n d m o s t l y c l e a r 
r ive r s to a n e w pa t t e rn o f h igh-
energy, 'sandblasting* flows. 
T h e s l o w r i v e r s d o m i n a t e d b y 
organic material changed to rivers 
d o m i n a t e d b y rushes o f abras ive 
i n o r g a n i c s e d i m e n t , w i t h h u g e 
c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r n a t i v e f i s h , 
animals , water plants and insects. 
' R e g r e t t a b l y , I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e 
or ig inal sys tem is res torable . We 
can't put back the clock and have it 
the w a y it once was . ' Dr Ol ley said. 
T h e researchers said it w a s l ikely 
tha t a n e w ' landscape* h a d n o w 
formed, and the rate o f change w a s 
no t as acute as it had been short ly 
a f t e r c l e a r i n g . B u t A u s t r a l i a ' s 
m o d e r n river systems were n o w far 
m o r e energet ic and prone to violent 
f looding than they had been pr ior 
to European sett lement. 
In the original rivers, the rainfall 
w a s held b a c k by vege ta t ion and 
s w a m p y a r e a s . T o d a y i t r u s h e s 
downs t ream in defined channels far 
m o r e quickly and in larger volumes . 
T h e M u r r a h s e d i m e n t s a re n o w 
be ing tested to find out whe the r it 
had been clear ing for agricul ture in 
t h e t o p c a t c h m e n t , o r f o r e s t r y 
operat ions in the lower catchment , 
w h i c h w a s main ly responsible for 
that river's sediment build up . 

Xanothopus, April, 1999. 

M o n g a State Forest 
T h e n a m e ' M o n g a ' is f ami l i a r to 
m a n y Canberrans w h o care about 
f o r e s t s . F o r 5 y e a r s 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s in C a n b e r r a 
h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g h a r d for the 
i n c l u s i o n o f t h i s s t u n n i n g 
wi lderness forest into the Deua and 
B u d a w a n g National Parks. Monga 's 
s h a d y ra infores t gu l l ies , anc ien t 

P inkwoods and cathedral o ldgrowth 
forest m a k e this area an essential 
addi t ion to these Nat iona l Parks. 
A n d located Just 1 1/2 hours drive 
f rom Canbe r r a , the p ro t ec t i on o f 
M o n g a w o u l d b e a v a l u a b l e 
recreation and educat ional asset to 
be enjoyed and cherished by future 
generat ions o f CanberranB. 

Monga has it all! 
• Monga is a relic of Gondwana, the 

sou the rn supe r - con t inen t tha t 
c o n n e c t e d A u s t r a l i a w i t h 
A n t a r c t i c a , A f r i c a , I n d i a and 
South America . The rainforests of 
M o n g a paint a Picture o f life in 
Austral ia when dinosaurs ruled 
the roost! 

• In M o n g a ' s c o o l t e m p e r a t e 
rainforest P inkwood trees grow. 
P i n k w o o d s can g r o w as o ld as 
3000 years , mean ing that some 
o f Monga ' s trees were "old folks" 
w h e n Jesus was a lad! 

• Monga ' s giant euca lypts are as 
h igh as a 17 storey building, and 
have a gir th of up to 10 metres! 

• M o n g a , a n d i t s u n p r o t e c t e d 
neighbour Buckenbowra , provide 
a h o m e for at least 17 threatened 
species. 

M o n g a l ike many o f our forests, has 
been des igna ted Sta te Fores t . Its 
futures invo lves read ing , logging , 
burning, woodch ipp ing and export. 
This is no t m u c h o f a future for a 
forest that has wi tnessed first hand 
continental drift, the r ise and fall o f 
t h e d i n o s a u r s , t h e e v o l u t i o n o f 
m a m m a l s a n d t h e l i v e s o f 
generations o f Australia's indigenous 
p e o p l e . M o n g a is u n d e r l o g g i n g 
m o r a t o r i u m un t i l t h e S o u t h e r n 
Region Regional Fores t Agreemen t 
(RFA) is comple ted later this year. 
The un ique and diverse ecosystem 
t h a t g i v e s t h i s a r e a i t s h i g h 
conservat ion values, m a y or not b e 
protected under the RFA. 

Bimberi, Summer, 1999. 

N S W N P A Press Releases 
Grose Valley Canyon Country 
Protected 
" T h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n 
congratulates the Carr Governmen t 
for their support for the preservation 



Activities of the Environment Sub-committee 
T h e National Parks Associat ion is 
first and foremost a non-government 
conservation organisation dedicated 
to promoting the conservation of our 
natural areas and related cultural 
e n v i r o n m e n t . O u r b u s h w a l k i n g 
activities are conducted to aid this 
pr imary objective. 

T h e a s soc i a t i on ' s c o n s e r v a t i o n 
activities t ake several ma in forms: 
work ing par t ies arranged through 
the outings program, the work o f the 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b - c o m m i t t e e , 
part icipat ion in the activities o f the 
Conservat ion Counci l o f Canberra 
and the S o u t h - E a s t R e g i o n , and 
m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e N a t u r e 
Conse rva t i on and N a m a d g i S u b ­
c o m m i t t e e o f the A C T Minis te r ' s 
Env i ronment Adv i so ry Commit tee . 

Working par t ies are held main ly 
in t h e B u d a w a n g s , w h e r e t r a c k 
main tenance is carried out , and in 
Namadgi , w h e r e w e are currently 
i n v o l v e d i n t h e B o b o y a n P i n e 
Plantat ion rehabil i tat ion scheme . 

The Env i ronment Sub-commit tee 
is the core o f the NPA's being. A t its 
r egu la r m e e t i n g s (on the s e c o n d 
Thursday o f each m o n t h ) convenor  Esau 
N e v i l l e E s a u a n d h i s t e a m o f 

e x p e r i e n c e d c o n s e r v a t i o n 
campaigners , and n e w e r members 
wi th enthusiasm and knowledge o f 
the latest t rends in conserva t ion , 
consider and act on environmental 
m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g t h e A C T a n d 
beyond. The sub-committee assists in 
determining the work program of the 
a s soc i a t i on ' s p ro j ec t off icer , R a y 
Polglaze. 

In t h e l a s t f e w m o n t h s t h e 
following topics have been addressed 
b y w a y o f s u b m i s s i o n s t o 
g o v e r n m e n t s ( C o m m o n w e a l t h , 
State and A C T ) and commen t s on 
draft proposals : nat ive title c la ims 
in the ACT, draft management plans 
f o r M o r e t o n a n d B u d a w a n g s 
Nat ional Parks , conservat ion plans 
fo r A C T rura l l ea ses , t h e L o w e r 
M o l o n g o l o p l a n o f m a n a g e m e n t , 
env i ronmenta l f low guidel ines for 
A C T r i v e r s a n d s t r e a m s , t h e 
Nat ional Compet i t ion Pol icy as it 
a f fec t s n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n , ski 
resor t deve lopment in Kosc iuszko 
N a t i o n a l Pa rk , A C T e n d a n g e r e d 
s p e c i e s ac t i on p l a n s , t h e S n o w y 
R ive r Inquiry, the N a m a d g i c a m p 
ground strategy, Tidbinbil la Nature 
Reserve M a n a g e m e n t Plan and the 

use o f mounta in b ikes in Canber ra 
Nature Park . 

Th i s sample o f mat te rs deal t wi th 
shows the depth and breadth o f our 
interest. 

M e m b e r s old and n e w are invi ted 
to participate in the sub-committee 's 
a c t i v i t i e s . M e m b e r s c a n e i t h e r 
contr ibute in a general w a y to the 
d i s c u s s i o n o f i s s u e s or , m o r e 
r e w a r d i n g l y , p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e 
d r a f t i n g o f s u b m i s s i o n s a n d 
c o m m e n t s o n d r a f t p l a n s o f 
m a n a g e m e n t , o r j o i n t h e ad h o c 
work ing groups set u p to consider 
s p e c i f i c a n d o f t e n u r g e n t 
environmenta l issues. 

The Commonwea l th Governmen t 
has severely reduced its funding to 
national conservation organisations. 
The A C T Government is considering 
doing l ikewise to local groups. O n e 
way to defeat these attempts to reduce 
the inf luence and effect iveness o f 
organisations such as the NPA is to 
participate in the Environmental Sub­
committee's activities. Now, as never 
before, w e mus t renew our efforts. 
Please jo in us! 

T i m o t h y W a l s h 

P A R K W A T C H continue 

of the scenic and natural va lues o f 
the uppeT Grose Valley", commented 
Tbm Fink, Pres ident o f the Nat ional 
P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n . " T h e N S W 
G o v e r n m e n t h a s r e t u r n e d a b o u t 
900ha o f l and nea r Bell to the Blue 
Mounta ins Nat iona l Park , thereby 
r ight ing a mi s t ake m a d e m o r e than 
thirty years ago" . 
T h e area in ques t ion comprises the Canyon Colliery 
C a n y o n C o l l i e r y m i n i n g l e a s e , 
b o u n d e d b y t h e G r e a t W e s t e r n 
Railway, Bel l s L ine o f Road and the 
rest o f the park. The mine has ceased 
p r o d u c t i o n a l t h o u g h t h e l e a s e 
extends for another six years . 
"This dec is ion saves this bushfire 
p rone canyon area and its delicate 
low-nutrient soil plant communi t ies 
from deve lopment proposals wh ich 
wou ld have restr icted publ ic access 
a n d a l t e r e d t h e e c o l o g y t o t h e 
d e t r i m e n t o f t h e l oca l f l o ra a n d 
fauna and thei r habitat". 

from previous page 

"The land is an impor tan t par t o f 
t h e headwate r s of t h e Grose R ive r 
and its wi lderness - impor tan t to 
t h e h e a l t h o f t h e r i v e r a n d 
subsequent ly to the Hawkesbury -
N e p e a n sys tem". 

A smal l a rea o f abou t 50 hec ta res 
compr i s ing the mine si te i tself h a s 
a l ready h a d s o m e restorat ion w o r k 
under taken and the l ease has unt i l 
2 0 0 5 to r u n fo r t h e w o r k to b e 
c o m p l e t e d b y t h e m i n e o w n e r s . 
D u r i n g t h e l i f e o f t h e m i n e , 
b u s h w a l k e r s and canyone r s h a v e 
h a d access to the rest o f the area. 
"Especially, the Assoc ia t ion thanks 
t h e l o c a l m e m b e r f o r B l u e 
M o u n t a i n s , B o b D e b u s a n d t h e 
Minis te r for the Envi ronment , P a m 
Al lan w h o have had to contend wi th 
a v i g o r o u s c a m p a i g n b y t h e 
p r o p o n e n t s o f a p r i v a t e f e n c e d 
a n i m a l d i s p l a y a n d b r e e d i n g 
deve lopmen t on the land". 

" N P A is s t i l l w i l l i n g to h e l p t h e 
p romoters o f the capt ive b reed ing 
e s t ab l i shmen t to ident i fy a m o r e 
sui table s i te , ou ts ide t h e na t ional 
park". 

10 March 1999 

Parks w o r t h funding 
Pre l iminary w o r k b y Sa l ly Dr imy l 
o f Kinhill Economics has es t imated 
t h a t Q l d N P s r e t u r n s o m e 1.2 
b i l l i o n o f t h e S t a t e ' s e c o n o m y 
a n n u a l l y a n d t h a t t h i s i s f o r t y 
t imes the expendi ture . Pre l iminary 
w o r k has also shown tha t at leas t 
6 ,000 j o b s a re g e n e r a t e d b y o u r 
NPs . Tour i sm studies h a v e s h o w n 
t h a t N P s a r e t h e p r e m i u m 
d r a w c a r d f o r v i s i t o r s a n d t h a t 
Queens land (because o f our r ange 
o f b i o d i v e r s i t y a t t r a c t i o n s , o u r 
rainforests and our reef) is one o f 
the m o s t favoured des t ina t ions . 

continued on page 18 



Book reviews 
N e w guides to nat ive 
grass lands 
A m o n g t h e v a r i o u s a d v a n c e s in 
env i ronmenta l protec t ion over the 
l a s t 3 0 y e a r s , o n e o f t h e m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t h a s b e e n a g r e a t e r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f o u r n a t i v e 
g rass lands and g ras sy wood lands . 

After a s low start, the A C T has 
b e e n a t t h e f o r e f r o n t o f t h i s 
deve lopment . 

In the NPA's first b o o k , publ i shed 
in 1 9 7 1 , Mountains, Slopes and 
Plains, l o w l a n d g rass l ands in the 
A C T ra ted on ly a smal l pa rag raph 
in the 75 p a g e s . S i x y e a r s later, 
P r o f e s s o r G e o r g e Seddon  S e d d o n in h i s 
r e p o r t fo r t h e N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i s s i o n , An 
Open Space System for Canberra, 
i n c l u d e d a c o u p l e o f s m a l l b u t 
s ign i f i can t c o m m e n t s that it w a s 
i m p o r t a n t t o r e s e r v e v i a b l e 
s a m p l e s o f all the A C T ' s na tu ra l 
e n v i r o n m e n t s and tha t w e t l a n d s 
a n d n a t i v e g r a s s l a n d s w e r e n o t 
adequa t e ly r ep resen ted . 

Over the next 15 years a n u m b e r 
o f r e p o r t s c o m m e n t e d on t h e 
impor tance o f grasslands and their 
lack o f protect ion in the A C T . 1991 
w a s something of a turning po in t 
w i t h a w o r k s h o p i n F e b r u a r y 
o r g a n i s e d b y t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counci l focusing on the issue and a 
m o n t h la ter the publ icat ion o f D r 
Kev in Frawley 's book for the NPA, 
The Conservation of Remnant 
Woodland and Native Grassland in 
the ACT. 

In s u b s e q u e n t y e a r s t he re h a s 
b e e n a b u r s t o f a c t i v i t y in t h e 
communi ty and b y the Government . 
Two grasslands reserves have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d as pa r t o f C a n b e r r a 
N a t u r e P a r k at G u n g a h l i n a n d 
D u n l o p H i l l s a l o n g w i t h t h e 
g rass l ands and g ras sy w o o d l a n d s 
r e s e r v e o f M u l l i g a n s F l a t . A 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e i n v e n t o r y o f t h e 
terr i tory 's na t ive g rass l ands si tes 
has been developed and the proposed 
Gungahl in town site w a s moved to 
protect the grasslands habitat o f the 
legless l izard. Nat ive grasses have 
g a i n e d a c c e p t a n c e as a t t r a c t i v e 
garden plants and are increasingly 
be ing used for roadside verges and 
roundabouts . 

A perverse mark o f the extent o f 
this progress was an isolated sign 
o f a backlash w h e n The Canberra 
Times co lumnis t , Rober t Mack l in , 
decried the use o f nat ive grasses on 
roundabouts and compla ined that 
they "bear no relation to Canber ra 
plants and look awful." Mackl in ' s 
r emark reminded m e o f a similarly 
ill-informed Victorian Conservat ion 
M i n i s t e r s o m e y e a r s a g o w h o 
r e s p o n d e d to a q u e s t i o n a b o u t 
grasslands conservat ion with: "The 
last thing w e need is more grass." 

F o r e s t and b u s h l a n d s . . . t h e i r 
ecological value had been recognised 
for decades ; we t l ands ... they are 
b reed ing sites for mosqu i toes bu t 
also for m a n y species o f birds wh ich 
m o s t people can appreciate, so they 
a r e w o r t h p r e s e r v i n g . B u t 
g rass lands! ... Su re ly they a re in 
g r o w i n g a b u n d a n c e w i t h l a n d 
clearing cont inuing to create m a n y 
thousands more hectares each year. 

T h e c h i e f p r o b l e m in t r y i n g to 
o v e r c o m e t h i s p r o b a b l y s t i l l 
prevalent v iew is that to the average 
eyes mos t grasses - in t roduced and 
nat ive - look m u c h the same. This 
is part ly because there are m a r k e d 
similarities in the appearance o f a 
number o f species, bu t also because 
after more than a century o f pasture 
improvement , cultivation, l ivestock 
grazing and the spread o f seeds by 
wind , water, humans and animals , 
m a n y g r a s s l a n d s h a v e a b a r e l y 
d is t inguishable m i x o f in t roduced 
and nat ive species. 

In their superb n e w field guide to 
the grassland flora o f the Southern 
Table lands o f N S W and the A C T , 
a u t h o r s D a v i d E d d y , D a v e 
Mal l inson , Ra iner Rehwinke l and 
Sarah Sharp advance two other k e y 
reasons for the lack o f recogni t ion 
of grassy ecosystems: their economic 
va lue for urban and rural use and 
the subt lety o f herbaceous plants . 

"For much of the year many o f the 
plants are not noticeable. However, in 
early spring and early summer, in 
places where the plants are allowed 
to flower, they provide a very colourful 
and attractive display . . . The least 
disturbed areas contain such a high 
number o f wildfl owers that they rival 
the famous alpine floral displays." 

Sadly, as the au thors c o m m e n t : 
"Grassy ecosystems are n o w highly 
f r agmented and modi f ied and are 
considered to be amongs t the mos t 
threatened ecosystems in Australia." 
T h e last published ACT State of the 
Environment Report in 1 9 9 5 
es t imated that w h e n all the small 
r emnan t s of grass lands are added 
together, the territory has only about 
1000 hectares o f grass land still o f 
significant conservation value, which 
is around 5 per cent o f the grasslands 
area before European settlement. 

In a n o t h e r e x c e l l e n t n e w f ie ld 
g u i d e pub l i shed b y the Vic to r ian 
Nat ional Parks Associa t ion, Plains 
Wandering - Exploring the Grassy 
Plains of South-Eastern Australia, 
authors Ian Lunt, T im B a r l o w and 
J a m e s R o s s e s t i m a t e t h a t in all 
r eg ions o f south-eastern Austra l ia 
w h e r e t e m p e r a t e l o w l a n d 
g rass l ands and g ras sy w o o d l a n d s 
o c c u r r e d , l e s s t h a n 1 p e r c e n t 
r e m a i n s c o v e r e d i n n a t i v e 
vegeta t ion. In "Victoria, e ight o f the 
26 m a m m a l s (exc luding bats) that 
depended on grassy ecosys tems are 
no longer there and 31 per cent o f 
the state's endangered species are 
plains species , as w e r e three o f the 
five Victor ian plant species that are 
n o w extinct . 

T h e publicat ion o f these two easy-
to-use, beautifully presented guides 
within the last 12 mon ths reflects -
a n d s h o u l d fos te r - the g r o w i n g 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s a b o u t g r a s s l a n d s 
conservat ion. The idea o f producing 
a field gu ide for the A C T region was 
one o f the recommenda t ions o f the 
1 9 9 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l 
w o r k s h o p and o f K e v i n Frawley 's 
book . T h e 156-page gu ide wi th its 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e descr ip t ions , clear 
colour photographs and helpful cross 
r e f e r e n c e s to s p e c i e s o f s i m i l a r 
appearance has been wor th the wait. 

Grassland Flora: a field guide for 
the Southern Tablelands (NSW and 
ACT) b y D a v i d E d d y , D a v e 
Mal l in son , Ra ine r Rehwinke l and 
Sarah Sharp. Available from Wfidlife 
R e s e a r c h a n d M o n i t o r i n g , 
Env i ronment ACT, enquir ies phone 
02 6207 2126 . R R P $15 . 

Stephen Johns ton 



M o n a r o his tory 

Earliest Monaro and Burragorang 
1790-1840, A l a n E J A n d r e w s , 
T a b l e t o p P r e s s , C a n b e r r a , 1 9 9 8 . 
R R P $ 39.95 (Hardback) 

A lan A n d r e w s wil l be k n o w n to 
m a n y through his series o f books on 
t h e q u a l i t i e s , h i s t o r y a n d 
e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e h i g h c o u n t r y 
mc lud ing the companion to this book 
titled Kosciusko - The Mountain in 
History (1991) . 

T h e c u r r e n t v o l u m e t r ace s the 
story o f Eu ropean explora t ion and 
subsequent record ing o f se t t lement 
o f the Bur ragorang area b y Wilson , 
Bass , Barral l ier and Caley and the 
M o n a r o / S n o w y M o u n t a i n s b y 
L h o t s k y , J a u n c e y , L a m b i e a n d 
Ryrie . 

This is a complex book , wri t ten by 
an engineer w i th all the detai l o f 
r o u t e s , d i s t a n c e s , da t e s a n d the 
met iculous recordings o f individual 
journeys one wou ld expect . Quotes 
f r o m j o u r n a l s , p e r s o n a l d i a r i e s , 
l e t t e r s a n d g o v e r n m e n t r e p o r t s 
a b o u n d . H o w e v e r , A n d r e w s d o e s 
m u c h m o r e t h a n j u s t d e s c r i b e 
particular j ou rneys . F o r ins tance in 
t h e c a s e o f B a r r a l l i e r h e a l s o 
descr ibes in detail the a rgumen t s 
tha t h a v e t aken p l a c e , u p to the 
p r e s e n t , a b o u t t h e e x a c t r o u t e s 
t a k e n . H e r e c o r d s h i s o w n 
conclus ions based o n his t r ips in the 
area over m a n y years . Indeed the 
author's in t imate knowledge o f the 
areas he is wri t ing about is profound 
and , to the a v e r a g e b u s h w a l k e r , 
humbling! 

Andrews explains the pressures on 
the y o u n g colony o f S y d n e y wh ich 
fo rced f r eemen and the i r c o n v i c t 
companions to test relent lessly and 
t h e n o v e r t a k e t h e l i m i t s o f 
set t lement set b y the government . 
This w a s done in order to find n e w 
f a r m i n g a n d g r a z i n g l a n d s . 
Canberra readers will b e interested 
to note that b y the s u m m e r o f 1 8 2 4 -
25 s t o c k m e n w e r e m o v i n g t h e i r 
cattle into the Limestone Plains. The 
roles o f Joshua John Moor e , Rober t 
C a m p b e l l , J a m e s Ains l i e , G e o r g e 
T h o m a s Pa lmer o f Ginninderra and 
John Pa lmer o f Je r rabomberra are 
explained. 

R e f e r e n c e s t o t h e A b o r i g i n a l 
i nhab i t an t s o f the r eg ions u n d e r 
cons idera t ion are scant , n o d o u b t 
mir ror ing the explorers ' own v iews 
of the Abor ig ines as being, at best , a 
source o f local names and directions, 
and at wors t , a h indrance to safe 
passage and set t lement . 

Th i s is not a book that m a n y will 
w a n t to read from cover to cover in 
the one sitting. It is a book to be used 
as a r e f e r e n c e v o l u m e to c h e c k 
routes, confirm names and dates and 
to fo l low u p l ines o f i nqu i ry tha t 
have arisen in o ther readings , such 
as Hancock 's classic and sadly out 
o f p r in t Discovering Monaro - A 
Study of Man's Impact on his 
Environment (1972) . 

A n y o n e w i t h f o r e b e a r s i n t h e 
r eg ion wi l l find t h e r e f e rences to 
the ho lde r s o f pa r t i cu la r pa rce l s o f 
l a n d e s p e c i a l l y f a sc ina t ing . I t i s 
i l lus t ra ted w i t h a g o o d se l ec t ion o f 
p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e a r ea s u n d e r 
d i s c u s s i o n a n d c o n t a i n s a 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e l i s t o f noteB a n d 
re ferences , a de ta i l ed b i b l i o g r a p h y 
and a full i n d e x . Ext rac t s f r o m a 
r a n g e o f p o e t s p e p p e r t h e b o o k . 
W e l l k n o w n a re Cha r l e s Harpur , 
" John O'Brien" , "Banjo" P a t e r s o n 
a n d D o u g l a s S t e w a r t ; l e s s w e l l 
k n o w n b u t n o l e s s w o r t h y a r e 
"Cocka too J ack" and F. Lance lo t t , 
a m o n g s t o the r s . 

Exhaus t ive u se has been m a d e o f 
t h e o f f i c i a l a n d s e m i - o f f i c i a l 
accounts and statist ical re tu rns o f 
Lhotsky, John L a m b i e and S tewar t 
R y r i e . - T h e b o o k i s r i ch in m a p s , 
p lans , charts anc ien t and m o d e r n , 
a s we l l as ex t rac t s f rom j o u r n a l s 
and official repor ts . Indeed o n e can 
s o m e t i m e s g e t l o s t in t h e s h e e r 
m a s s o f deta i led in format ion g iven 
and the over lapp ing nature o f s o m e 
o f the na r ra t ion . H o w e v e r , m a n y 
people ' s fascinat ion wi th the s tory 
b e i n g told, o f areas so dea r to the 
hear ts o f N P A m e m b e r s , wil l ensure 
tha t t hey t ake p l e a s u r e in u s i n g 
this book . 

Th i s is ano ther fine pub l i ca t ion 
f rom the Klaus H u e n e k e s table o f 
h igh quality b o o k s . 

T i m o t h y W a l s h 

Daphne Curtis at the launch of 
Memor i e s before Namadgi . 

Photo Syd Comfort 

W h e n N a m a d g i w a s h o m e 
Memories Before Namadgi. B y 
Daphne Curtis, self published, 1999. 
2 5 2 pages . R R P $30 . 

A quick t h u m b through this soft 
covered, A 4 format book reveals a 
hos t o f information from a variety 
o f s o u r c e s . A m o r e l e i s u r e l y 
examinat ion is no less rewarding. 
Memories Before Namadgi is an 
a s s e m b l a g e o f r e c o l l e c t i o n s , 
observations, facts and photos which 
c o m b i n e to desc r ibe a w a y o f life 
w h i c h was observed only two and a 
ha l f decades ago in the heart o f what 
is n o w N a m a d g i Nat ional Park. 

B o t h the author and he r husband 
c o m e from families long associated 
wi th the mounta ins o f the A C T . The 
a im of the b o o k is to contrast this 
his tory wi th the end of the rural era 
in Namadg i , w h i c h occurred dur ing 
the au thor ' s r e s i d e n c y at ' M o u n t 
C l e a r ' . T h e b o o k c e n t r e s on the 
p e o p l e , even t s and h i s to ry o f the 
Grassy and N a a s Creeks , Bobeyan 
and M o u n t Clear areas o f Namadgi . 
D r a w i n g o n p e r s o n a l a c c o u n t s , 
e x t r a c t s o f d i a r y e n t r i e s a n d 
financial records (many of wh ich are 
pho to copied in the book) the author 
presents informat ion in a series o f 

continued on page 18 



South West 
Wilderness 

And once again I go 
Drawn to your wild sea shore 
Why do I love you so? 
Down in my heart's deep core 

More often than not it rains 
Grey showers blow in from the sea 
Blurring the headlands and isles 
But still you reach out to me 

Honed by savage storm and gale 
The ages put their test 
Until, at last, when scoured clean 
The elements take rest. 

A quiet sea now swirls 
Searching the sheltered cove. 
It sighs—and dark kelp heaves, 
Though spent the force that drove. 

The summer twilight lingers 
Then night will cast its spell 
And Southern Lights pulse signals 
Whose secrets I'll not tell 

Day dawns like a jewel 
Sun glints on crags so bright. 
The azure sea a scalloped frill 
Drapes on your beaches white 

In the gullies deep and green 
The tawny creeks flow full 
And fragile blooms of Leatherwood 
Drift in the drowsy lull. 

While on the wide expanse of plains 
Beneath a vault of blue 
The "Button" stems nod sagely -
They know a thing or two... 

A lazy fly drones in the peace 
And gentle breeze plays on my cheek 
Yesterday so wild and fierce 
Today so soft and meek 

But then the wind will swing 
Dark clouds build up again 
The light will fail and air turn chill 
The vanguard to the rain 

The seasons here are wild and free 
Unfettered and untamed 
Power moulds your beauty 
And my heart has claimed. 

Judi th W e b s t e r 

Book reviews 
unconnected chapters. T h e reader is 
then free either to use the book as a 
reference source (a l though no index 
is p r o v i d e d ) or to r e a d i t in full . 
Ei ther way, the reader wil l gain an 
appreciat ion o f the l iving condi t ions 
on the Curtis's sheep station some 
25 to 40 years ago. Dai ly routines, 
weather, hous ing condi t ions , s tock 
prices and school ing ar rangements 
are jus t some of the things which are 
described. This level o f fine detail 
w i l l a l s o a l l o w b u s h w a l k e r s to 
develop a deeper unders tanding o f 
those w h o used to call the M o u n t 
Clear /Horse Gully Hu t area h o m e . 

H o w e v e r , the b o o k g o e s b e y o n d 
pe r sona l r eco l l ec t ions and fami ly 
anecdotes to describe the locations 
o f l o n g f o r g o t t e n h u t s i t e s 
(unfortunately, the in format ion is 
s o m e t i m e s j u s t s h o r t o f t h a t 
necessary for accurate locat ion), the 
original a l ignment o f the Bobeyan 
Road, the names o f various paddocks 
and the construction dates o f m a n y 
o f the fences and yards still visible 
today. Al so covered is an abbreviated 
genea logy o f m a n y o f the families 
associated wi th the p ioneer ing days 
of Namadg i . 

continued from page 17 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e b o o k , l i n e 
d r a w i n g s and p h o t o g r a p h s (both 
b lack and whi te and colour) amply 
illustrate people , huts and hut sites, 
rural implements and events . 

T h e colloquial wri t ing style tends 
to f rus t ra te a qu i ck sk im of this 
book. However , the best w a y to glean 
the detail is to read its independent 
chap te r s s lowly. Memories Before 
Namadgi will prove to be compell ing 
r ead ing for those in te res ted in a 
better unders tanding o f the region 
and a source o f information for the 
historian. 

T h e a u t h o r h a s r a t h e r 
c o n s e r v a t i v e v i e w s a b o u t t h e 
p r o c e s s a n d r e s u l t s o f t h e 
r e s u m p t i o n o f ' M o u n t C l e a r ' . 
Never theless , she states that she is 
keen to convey a sense o f the past 
to today 's users o f the area. This 
b o o k g o e s a l o n g w a y t o w a r d s 
fulfilling that wish. 

The availability of the book is limited. 
A t the t ime o f writ ing copies were 
available from the Namadgi Visitors' 
Centre and by contacting the author at 
PO Box 17, Binalong, N S W 2584. 

M a r t i n Cha lk 

PARKWATCH continued from page 15 

Y e t t o u r i s m a n d r e c r e a t i o n 
themselves pose threats to our NPs , 
n o t c u r r e n t l y e q u i p p e d to m e e t 
t o u r i s m a n d r e c r e a t i o n 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , n o r , m o r e 
importantly, sufficiently staffed and 
resourced to manage visitor impacts . 
T h e degradat ion o f World Her i tage 
Fraser Is land is a pr ime example o f 
the result o f unmanaged visi tat ion. 
A l a r g e i n j e c t i o n o f f u n d i n g fo r 
m a n a g e m e n t i s a n a b s o l u t e 
imperat ive . 

NPA of Queensland News, February 
1999. 

W h a t do Austra l ians feel about 
wi lderness? 
In 1996 the A u s t r a l i a n H e r i t a g e 
Commiss ion commiss ioned marke t 
research into people 's att i tudes and 
unders tanding o f issues relat ing to 
wi lderness and wi ld r ivers. 
T h e s tudy found that m o s t people 

s trongly va lue wilderness areas and 
a r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e i r 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . T h e W i l d e r n e s s 
Society can feel just i f iably proud o f 
its significant part in encouraging 
this s t rong recognit ion and concern 
a m o n g the Austra l ian publ ic . There 
w a s s t r o n g a n d w i d e s p r e a d 
agreement wi th s ta tements such as 
' w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s s h o u l d b e 
conserved for the i r o w n sake, not 
because peop le w a n t to use them' 
a n d ' w e h a v e a d u t y t o f u t u r e 
generat ions to conserve wilderness 
a reas ' . O n l y 1 2 % o f r e s p o n d e n t s 
thought that "economic development 
is more impor tant than conserving 
w i l d e r n e s s a reas" . A m a j o r i t y o f 
r e s p o n d e n t s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t 
i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s h o u l d b e 
consul ted on wi lderness issues. 

Wilderness News, March, 1999. 

C o m p i l e d b y L e n H a s k e w 



Calendar 

J u n e Ju ly A u g u s t S e p t e m b e r 

Committee Thur 3 Thur 1 Thur 5 Thur 2 
Meeting 

Environment Thur 10 Thur 8 Thur 12 Thur 9 
Sub-committee 1 

General Thur 17 Thur 15 Thur 19 2 Thur 16 
Meetings 

Gudgenby Sun 20 Sat 17 Sat 14 Sat 11 
work parties 3 

The Field Naturalists 
Association of 
Canberra 
The Field Naturalists Associat ion of 
C a n b e r r a I n c . ( F N A C ) w a s 
i n a u g u r a t e d in 1 9 8 1 w i t h t h e 
objective "to foster an interest in, an 
awareness and an unders tanding o f 
nature". It operates independent ly 
o f o t h e r f ie ld n a t u r a l i s t g r o u p s 
th roughout Austral ia. 

M e e t i n g s are h e l d on t h e f irst 
T h u r s d a y o f e a c h m o n t h w i t h a 
specialist speaker, after which coffee 
and biscui ts are p rov ided . A w i d e 
range o f topics is covered such as 
a s t r o n o m y , g e o l o g y , l a n d c a r e , 
volcanoes and weather, as wel l as 
flora and fauna, and the talks are 
u sua l ly i l lus t ra ted w i t h s l ides . A 
m o n t h l y n e w s l e t t e r is i s s u e d , 
r e c e n t l y r e n a m e d Field Natter. 
Out ings /wa lks are leisurely, w i th 
t i m e to i n s p e c t ( a n d o f t e n b e 
instructed on) features of interest en 
route. Out ings are also occasional ly 
a r ranged for long w e e k e n d s w i t h 
t ransport in a hired minibus . 

F N A C counts both amateur and 
professional naturalists amongs t its 
m e m b e r s h i p a n d s u c c e s s f u l l y 
informs and educates in a friendly 
social a tmosphere . 

The Field Naturalists Associa t ion o f 
Canberra Inc . 

G P O B o x 249 
Canberra A C T 2601 
Tel: (02) 6258 4724 

Phyl G o d d a r d 

Bulletin Tue 22 
"Working Group 4 

Further Detai ls 

1 - Nevi l le Esau 6286 4176 
2 - Annua l General Mee t ing 

General meetings 

3 - M e e t B o b o y a n P i n e s ca rpa rk 
1 0 a m , E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 
6281 5004 

4 - Syd Comfor t 6286 2 5 7 8 

Anniversary edition 
of the NPA Bulletin 
T h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 i s t h e 4 0 t h 
anniversary o f the inaugurat ion o f 
the Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion o f 
the A C T and to ma rk the occasion a 
specia l c o m m e m o r a t i v e edi t ion o f 
the Bulletin is p lanned for M a r c h 
2000 . F iona MacDona ld Brand has 
o f f e r e d to c o n v e n e a g r o u p t o 
o r g a n i s e t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h i s 
p u b l i c a t i o n and w o u l d w e l c o m e 
ideas and assistance from members-
F i o n a c a n b e c o n t a c t e d o n 
6247 9538. 

Held in Forestry House, Yarralumla, commencing at 8.00pm. 

T h u r s d a y 17 J u n e . V i s i o n s f o r a N e w M i l l e n n i u m . A s e n i o r 
representat ive o f the N S W National Parks and Wildlife Service wil l talk on 
the ou tcomes o f the Visions for the N e w Mi l l enn ium process and current 
plans for parks in the south-east o f NSW. 

T h u r s d a y 15 July. Wet lands M a n a g e m e n t a n d Issues. B rendan Edgar, 
Director, Wet lands Uni t - Biodivers i ty Group, Env i ronmen t Aust ra l ia wil l 
talk to us about the role o f government in m a n a g i n g we t l ands and also 
about the R A M S A R Convent ion. 

T h u r s d a y 19 A u g u s t . A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G . Lord H o w e 
Island. John Harris, Ecologist and Environmental Educator at the Universi ty 
o f Canberra , wil l talk to us about his recent tr ip to Lord H o w e Island wi th 
NPA m e m b e r s . For further details see page 3. 

T h u r s d a y 16 September . S o u t h e r n Fores t s . A n d r e w W o n g , Fores t 
Ecologis t and Campa igner wi th T h e Wilderness Socie ty wil l speak on tall 
forests from N o w r a to N a r o o m a and the Southern Region Reg iona l Fores t 
Agreement . 

N e w members 
Cathie Boyd , Nar rabundah 

M s L Wishar t Lindsay & 
Dr R Lindsay, Hughes 

Barney Barnet t , Curtin 

G & P Crossley, Farrer 

Chris topher Paterson, Hacket t 

Gabrie la Taloni , Weston 

Siobhan Carr igan, A r a n d a 

M i m Jambrec ina , D o w n e r 

Ciska Ande r son , Evat t 

Roder ick Bain , Watson 

A n n e and Greg Marks , Cur t in 

Olivia Dickerson , Cur t in 

Kerr ie Tucker, Canber ra City 

Madele ine Hucks tepp , Hal l 

The Cooke Family, W a r a m a n g a 

Kathryn and Ian Fry, Cur t in 



NPA exhibition at ACT Alive on Monday 15 March. Photo Reg Alder 
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