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From the President 
It i s wi th sadness that w e m a r k the 
pass ing o f Rober t Story, a founding 
m e m b e r and pas t pres ident o f the 
A s s o c i a t i o n . O v e r a l o n g p e r i o d , 
R o b e r t cont r ibuted great ly to the 
N P A and to the env i ronmen t and 
o u t d o o r scene in th i s r eg ion . O n 
beha l f o f the Associa t ion, I extend 
o u r s y m p a t h y to h i s w i f e , Syb i l , 
d a u g h t e r s J u d y and M u r i e l and 
other m e m b e r s o f the family. 

Inter leaved wi th this Bulletin is 
t h e n e w N P A p a m p h l e t a n d 
membersh ip applicat ion form. This 
n e w form has been des igned to grab 
attention, so pass it on to someone 

w h o m a y b e interested in jo in ing us. 
T h e G u d g e n b y V a l l e y B u s h 

Regenerat ion Group has begun its 
1 9 9 9 p r o g r a m a f t e r a s u m m e r 
b r e a k . C o m e a long a n d g e t s o m e 
hands-on exper ience o f ga rden ing 
o n a r e a l l y l a r g e s c a l e . E l e a n o r 
Stodart , phone 6281 5004, has the 
details . 

T h e N P A will again have a display 
at A C T Al ive on the l awns at Old 
Par l i ament H o u s e on 15th M a r c h 
a n d h e l p e r s a r e n e e d e d . A f t e r 
he lp ing out y o u cou ld l o o k at the 
w i d e r a n g e o f o t h e r c o m m u n i t y 
interests on display. 

Whi le in the area y o u could t ake 
in the n e w exhibition at the Nat ional 
Library called "Birds", whe re s o m e 
o f the l ibrary's r ich and ex tens ive 
collection o f i l lustrations and b o o k s 
is on display. 

T h e N P A is r e p r i n t i n g i t s 
wonderful bird guide, "Field Guide 
to the Birds of the ACT'. The b o o k , 
first printed in 1993, has sold 5 0 0 0 
copies and is highly acc la imed as a 
great local guide . I f y o u don't have 
one get one fresh off the press, and 
r e m e m b e r i t m a k e s an i d e a l 
m e m e n t o o f C a n b e r r a , the B u s h 
Capital (still), for visiting-friends. 

Clive Hur l s tone 

A Bush Christmas indoors at Caloola. Photo Barbara Comfort. 

Bush Christmas party held indoors 
Caloola Fa rm turned out to be an 
inspired choice for the association's 
1998 Chris tmas party. Probably all 
members were looking forward to a 
day in the bush - a lmost a tradition 
a f t e r t h e p a r t i e s a t N i l 
D e s p e r a n d u m - bu t in the heat
w a v e c o n d i t i o n s o f D e c e m b e r 13 
n e a r l y e v e r y o n e w h o w e n t w a s 
happy to stay indoors . 

The original plan w a s to have the 
par ty at the Oldfield homestead, a 
few hundred metres d o w n towards 
the r iver from the m a i n complex o f 
bui ldings and s leeping cabins . Wi th 
i ts e n c l o s e d y a r d , t h e o ld h o u s e 
offered an atmosphere that was both 
historic and countrified. Bu t w h e n 
t e m p e r a t u r e s a r o u n d 40 d e g r e e s 
were forecast, it w a s dec ided that 
Caloola's high-ceilinged meet ing and 
mess hal l was the bes t option. 

T h e b i g ha l l m e a n t t h e r e w a s 
plenty o f room for the 65 m e m b e r s 
to enjoy their Chr is tmas fare under 
cool ing overhead fans whi le taking 
in a v i e w across drought-s t r icken 
paddocks to the Naas River and the 
hills beyond . 

Some of the more determined souls 
took their car fridges, p icnic baskets 
and folding chairs into the open air 
and enjoyed the same v iew from the 
shade o f an old g u m tree. A few even 
w e n t ou t in t h e m i d d a y sun and 
w a l k e d d o w n t o t h e O l d f i e l d 
homes tead , or as far as the parched 
river, and back. 

Despi te the heat , n u m b e r s were 
near ly the same as in recent N P A 
Chris tmas part ies, and, as in past 
years , this w a s another occasion for 
a g o o d , h a p p y g e t - t o g e t h e r . 
Members caught u p wi th old friends, 
m e t newer m e m b e r s and swapped 
lots o f news and p len ty o f Btories. 

S o m e slightly formal proceedings 
gave an added interest . 

M a x Lawrence cal led the party to 
o rder and after a f e w wel l -chosen 
w o r d s i n t roduced C a l o o l a Farm's Duggan
m a n a g e r , P e t e r D u g g a n , w h o 
we lcomed members and spoke about 
t h e p roper ty ' s r e c e n t his tory. H e 
described h o w it had been operated 
as, successively, a church-sponsored 
d rug rehabil i tat ion centre, then as 
a you th t raining centre , and m o s t 
recent ly as a recreat ion and tourism 
facility catering for individuals and 
special-interest g roups , wh i l e n e w 

agricultural prospects are also be ing 
explored. 

Local historian and N P A m e m b e r 
M a t t h e w H i g g i n s s p o k e o f t h e 
A b o r i g i n a l peop les w h o were the 
first human inhabitants o f the Naas 
Valley. H e gave an overview o f its 
se t t lement by Europeans and the 
families whose names are part o f its 
h is tory - finishing on a sensational 
no te wi th a s tory about a murdere r 
o n t h e r u n a n d a s i e g e at t h e 
Oldfield homestead in the 1960s. 

W e h a d a n o t h e r f i n e N P A 
Christmas party, and the organisers 
and those w h o helped deserve our 
t hanks and congra tu la t ions . A n d 
thanks are also due to Caloola F a r m 
m a n a g e m e n t for the u se o f the i r 
f a c i l i t i e s a n d t h e w e l c o m e 
m e m b e r s received. 

G r a e m e W i c k s 



A pox on all pests 
Drawing by Eleanor Stodart 

English Broom, Cytisus scoparius 
(also known as Scotch Broom or Broom) 

Shrub to 4 m , usual ly 1-2, wi th a stout taproot , dis t inguished by s tems 
wi th five aides and pods wi th hairy margins . Leaves with three leaflets 
(s ingly on t ips) , shor t s ta lks . F lowers - ye l low pea about 2 c m long, 
somet imes wi th red mark ings in centre. Pods hairy on margins , green 
at first, then b r o w n or b lack w h e n mature , 2 - 6 c m long. 

English Broom 
E n g l i s h B r o o m , Cytisus scoparius 
( a l s o ca l l ed S c o t c h B r o o m o r j u s t 
Broom) , is widespread in Victoria and 
h a s b e e n d e c l a r e d a r e g i o n a l l y 
c o n t r o l l e d w e e d in a n u m b e r o f 
districts. It has the potential for being 
an enormous p rob lem in Namadg i . 
S t o r e d s e e d r e m a i n v i a b l e for 8 0 
y e a r s , an i n c r e d i b l e n u m b e r a r e 
p r o d u c e d , and u n l i k e m a n y o ther 
weed species, English Broom does not 
n e e d d i s tu rbed g r o u n d to b e c o m e 
e s t ab l i shed . S e e d s a re c o n s i d e r e d 
toxic to stock if ea ten excessively, and 
m a y also b e toxic to nat ive animals . 
Thicke ts increase fuel loads in areas 
o f nat ive vegetation, burn intensively, 
but fire can st imulate germinat ion so 
unfortunately does not rid us o f the 
p rob lem. 

However , the potential for ser ious 
invas ion has been recognised in the 
P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e 
( P C & S ) w h i c h h a s e s t a b l i s h e d a 
m o n i t o r i n g p r o g r a m . B y s p r a y i n g 
si tes for the past 12 years the service 
h a s k e p t i t s o c c u r r e n c e a t a 
manageab le level . 

Forty-four sites in Namadg i have 
been recorded, and the pa rks service 
wou ld like he lp locat ing others that 
m a y b e t h e r e . T h e o n l y w a y o f 
locat ing sites is b y on-ground search, 
so b u s h w a l k e r s cou ld b e va luab le 
informants . Once notified, sites are 
c h e c k e d a n d m a r k e d w i t h a s t a r 
p icket and a ye l low cattle tag. So , i f 
any m e m b e r s come across unmarked 
patches , please record the posit ion as 
accurate ly as poss ible and notify the 
V i s i t o r C e n t r e . I f in d o u b t a b o u t 
identification, t ake a small sample o f 
the suspect plant wi th y o u . 

A n o t h e r w a y in w h i c h N P A 
m e m b e r s could he lp is b y 'adopt ing a 
patch ' . This w o u l d requ i re v is i t ing 
t h e p a t c h in N o v e m b e r w h e n the 
b r o o m is in flower, and pul l ing u p 
s m a l l p l a n t s . T h u s p e o p l e c o u l d 
c o m b i n e the p leasure o f a bushwalk 
wi th the satisfaction o f work ing for a 
couple o f hours to m a n a g e a p rob lem 
w e e d in the pa rk . A n y o n e w h o is 
i n t e r e s t e d in s u c h an i d e a c o u l d 
c o n t a c t m e , o r S t e v e W e l c h , t h e 
r a n g e r l o o k i n g after t h e s p r a y i n g 
p rogram, through the Visi tor Centre. 

Pine, briars 
Two wel l k n o w n and often l amented 
pes ts are p i n e w i ld ings and b r i a r 
roses . I t is m o s t unfo r tuna te tha t 
several p ine forests in the A C T are 
p lan ted adjacent to bush land , the 
w o r s t o f f e n d e r b e i n g B o b o y a n 
P l a n t a t i o n in N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
Park . N P A h a s a l r eady h a d a few 
w o r k part ies fell ing wi ld ings on the 
slopes above the p ine compar tmen t s 
on the western side o f B o g o n g Creek. 
Las t N o v e m b e r in o n e d a y w e felled 
over 250 t rees rang ing in size from 
seedl ings w h i c h could b e pul led out 
( n o t m a n y ) t o a t r e e 3 0 c m in 
diameter . M o s t w e r e b e t w e e n 5 c m 
and 12cm in diameter. 

A s wel l as occurr ing on the slopes 
immedia te ly above the plantat ion in 
B o g o n g Creek , es tabl ished wi ldings 
e x t e n d w e l l to t h e s o u t h o f t h e 
plantat ion area, pe rhaps carr ied by 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos . S o m e 
o f these t rees are large, bu t others 
cou ld b e fe l led b y h a n d and N P A 
m e m b e r s wi l l have the oppor tuni ty 
to t ack le as m a n y as t h e y l ike in 
w o r k part ies nex t Apri l . W e will also 
record the locat ion o f those too b ig 
to fell by hand so that m o n e y spent 
o n c o n t r a c t o r s c a n b e u s e d m o s t 
e f f i c i en t ly . L o o k in t h e O u t i n g s 
Program for detai ls . 

N P A m e m b e r s have been asked to 
tackle br iar roses on w o r k part ies in 

the past , to the extent that several 
m e m b e r s s a id "no m o r e " to w o r k 
party coordinator, Len Haskew. You 
will b e p leased to hea r that o the r 
p e o p l e h a v e b e e n t a c k l i n g b r i a r s 
w i t h i n t h e H o s p i t a l C r e e k p i n e 
p l a n t a t i o n . T h e G u d g e n b y B u s h 
Regenerat ion Group ( G B R G ) had a 
w o r k par ty in ear ly D e c e m b e r wh ich 
v i g o r o u s l y t a c k l e d t h o s e w i t h i n 
i s o l a t e d s t a n d s o f e u c a l y p t s 
( i n c i d e n t a l l y t h e g r o u p i n c l u d e d 
s e v e r a l N P A m e m b e r s ) . W i t h s o 
m u c h b a r e g r o u n d a n d l i m i t e d 
c o m p e t i t i o n , the b r i a r s h a v e t h e 
potent ia l to d o v e r y wel l so s o m e 
effort is wor th undertaking to thwar t 
them. G B R G will have another work 
party this au tumn, and ranger Steve 
W e l c h h o p e s to h a v e s o m e o f the 
larger plants near t racks sprayed. 

Calicivirus and 
rabbits in the ACT 
It is over t w o years s ince NPA had a 
work par ty (22 June 1996) to ma rk 
rabbi t war rens in the Boboyan p ine 
a r e a r e a d y f o r r i p p i n g w h e n 
calicivirus arr ived. Calicivirus w a s 
first found in the A C T in M a y 1996, 
and w a s released officially later that 
year, bu t the r ipp ing did no t happen 
till late last year, jus t two years later 
than planned. In the meant ime, NPA 
members observed numerous rabbits 
bounc ing freely in the open ground 



be tween Gudgenby homes t ead and 
the B o b o y a n pines . I t is also mos t 
u n f o r t u n a t e tha t a l t h o u g h s o m e 
r i p p i n g h a s n o w b e e n d o n e , t h e 
funds avai lable were no t adequate 
for Parks and Conservat ion Service 
to comple te the j o b . Rabbi t s are still 
p re sen t at Gudgenby in sufficient 
number s to spread easi ly into the 
vu lnerab le regenerat ing bush . 

T h e pic ture over the rest o f the 
A C T i s n o t s o g l o o m y . R a b b i t 
numbers at all other sites monitored 
a re as l o w as t hey h a v e b e e n , a 
s i t u a t i o n a l s o f o u n d o n r u r a l 
l e a s e h o l d s . F o r e x a m p l e , n e a r 
Ur ia r ra Cross ing n u m b e r s dropped 
in 1996 and have s tayed low. 

Mon i to r i ng by spotl ight counts at 
Glendale , Orroral , M o u n t Clear and 
B o b o y a n h a s appeared to show a 
r ise in number s after r ipp ing (when 
rabbi t s canno t easi ly re t rea t into 
w a r r e n s ) t h e n a f a l l d u e t o 

calicivirus. That is, warren r ipping 
appears to st imulate an outbreak 
o f calicivirus. A lack o f foxes also 
a p p e a r s to aid in the sp read o f 
calicivirus. Foxes keep rabbits near 
their war rens and ensu re qu i ck 
d i s p o s a l o f c a r c a s e s . R a b b i t 
number s at B o b o y a n and M o u n t 
C l e a r c r a s h e d in 1996 ; in b o t h 
these areas Parks & Conservat ion 
Service has been poisoning foxes; 
and at Boboyan it w a s observed 
t h a t c a r c a s e s p e r s i s t e d . T e s t s 
suggest that a large b r o w n blowfly 
m a y b e the chief carrier o f the virus 
f r o m c a r c a s e s . C e r t a i n l y i t can 
spread into isolated populat ions , 
such as the one at Bendora (and to 
urban pe t rabbits i f not protected) . 

O v e r a l l in t h e A C T , r a b b i t 
number s have dropped and have 
remained low. It will b e interesting 
to see whether the reduct ion wil l 
lead to reduced feral cat and fox 

popula t ions and increased survival 
o f t h e n a t i v e s h r u b s s e l e c t i v e l y 
g r a z e d b y r abb i t s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
G u d g e n b y a p p e a r s to b e t h e 
except ion that p roves the rule. W h y 
tha t is so is not clear. Last October, 
70 per cent o f Gudgenby rabbits were 
sero posi t ive for cahcivirus so i t m a y 
b e tha t there w e r e large number s o f 
y o u n g rabbits there when the v i rus 
f i r s t s p r e a d a n d t h e s e a r e n o w 
i m m u n e for life. (Rabbits under six 
w e e k s do not succumb to the v i rus 
and b e c o m e immune) . However , they 
wil l no t pass their immuni ty on to 
their p rogeny and few wild rabbi ts 
l ive m o r e than two years so w e can 
hope that the next generat ion wil l 
no t b e so fortunate. We also n e e d to 
see that adequate r ipping is done to 
max imise their exposure . 

Eleanor Stodart 

Draft Alpine Region Strategy 
T h e N S W D e p a r t m e n t o f U r b a n 
Affairs and Planning has issued a 
Draft Alp ine Region Stra tegy for the 
local gove rnmen t areas o f Bombala , 
C o o m a - M o n a r o , S n o w y R i v e r , 
T u m u t , T u m b a r u m b a a n d 
K o s c i u s z k o Nat iona l Park . In the 
w o r d s o f the M i n i s t e r for U r b a n 
A f f a i r s a n d P l a n n i n g , C r a i g  Knowles 
K n o w l e s , " T h i s i s a r e g i o n 
unde rgo ing significant change o f its 
local and regional economies , in the 
role and needs o f its communi t ies , 
and in the pressure to achieve the 
r i g h t b a l a n c e b e t w e e n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
d e v e l o p m e n t . " T h i s s t r a t e g y has 
been prepared "as the first s tep in 
w o r k i n g wi th local communi t i es to 
m a n a g e and direct this change. . . i t 
is no t a legal p lanning document . It 
provides direction and guidance, not 
rules and regulat ions". 

A s soon as the N P A A C T b e c a m e 
aware o f this draft s t ra tegy Nevi l le 
Esau , convenor o f the Env i ronment 
Sub-commi t t ee , fo rmed a w o r k i n g 
p a r t y ( K e v i n F r a w l e y , S t e p h e n 
J o h n s t o n , T i m o t h y W a l s h a n d 
himself ) to s tudy the s trategy and 
p repa re commen t s b a c k to the N S W 
Gove rnmen t . Given the findings o f 
the recent Perisher Val ley inquiry, 
our task w a s tinged wi th foreboding! 

T h e s t r a t e g y i s a c u r i o u s 
document . It appears to say all the 
r ight th ings - the impor tance o f the 
region for: its biological diversity, its 
t o u r i s m r e s o u r c e s , i t s w a t e r , 
agricultural and forestry resources . 
Nonetheless it fails to acknowledge 
t h e n e e d t o k e e p d e v e l o p m e n t 
outside the area's national parks. 

T h e strategy was prepared by a 
s teer ing commi t t ee set u p b y the 
N S W Government in 1997, made up 
of representat ives o f local interest 
groups and local and state agencies. 
Consider ing the enormous amount 
o f research work done on the region 
b y bod ie s such as the Aus t ra l i an 
A c a d e m y o f Science, the Austral ian 
C o n s e r v a t i o n F o u n d a t i o n , t h e 
Wilderness Society, and o f course 
the Nat ional Parks Associa t ions o f 
ACT, N S W and Victoria, the lack o f 
part icipation o f these organisat ions 
is odd. In addition, the Austral ian 
A l p s L i a i s o n C o m m i t t e e 
( C o m m o n w e a l t h , Vic tor ian , N S W 
and A C T G o v e r n m e n t s ) does no t 
seem to have been involved in any 
meaningful way. 

The result is that the bibliography 
l a c k s e v e n t h e m o s t b a s i c 
conservat ion studies (except for the 
N a t i o n a l S t r a t e g y f o r t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n o f A u s t r a l i a n 

B i o l o g i c a l D ive r s i t y ) . M o s t o f t h e 
w o r k c i t e d i n v o l v e s t o u r i s m , 
e c o n o m i c a n d t r a n s p o r t 
opportunit ies , j o b s and the Like. 

Th i s said, it mus t b e acknowledged 
that the strategy is wide-ranging. It 
a c k n o w l e d g e s s o m e o f t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a t t r i b u t e s o f t h e 
region and points out h o w farming, 
f o r e s t r y , h y d r o a n d i r r i g a t i o n 
schemes , feral animals and the l ike 
have taken their toll. In advocat ing 
a s t r a t e g y t o s t i m u l a t e l o c a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t , i m p r o v e t r a n s p o r t 
l inks, increase rural populat ion and 
s t imulate all-season tourism, i t does 
state this mus t b e done through an 
ecological ly sustainable framework. 

A series o f policies are enuncia ted 
a n d t h e n b r i e f a c t i o n p l a n s a n d 
p r i o r i t i e s , o u t c o m e s a n d 
responsibi l i t ies are fisted for e ach 
p lan . It is he re the N P A A C T has 
c o m m e n t e d on the need to r e m o v e 
s o m e o f the wool l iness o f the p l ans 
and to incorporate government and 
c o m m u n i t y conservat ion groups in 
those responsible for overseeing the 
ou t come o f each policy. 

I t m u s t b e n o t e d t h a t t h e 
significant Aboriginal and European 
h e r i t a g e o f t h e r e g i o n i s 

continued on page 9 



Tidbinbilla role in Brush-tailed 
Rock Wallaby recovery 

This is the text of the address of Geoff 
Underwood, Wildlife Officer, 
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, 
Environment ACT to the September 
general meeting of the association). 

Tidbinbil la Nature Reserve ( T N R ) 
has had a l o n g associat ion wi th the 
b r u s h - t r a i l e d r o c k w a l l a b y . T h e 
species has l ived a m o n g the grani te 
t o r s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e T i d b i n b i l l a 
val ley for thousands o f years pr ior 
to the arrival o f European settlers. 
T h e y were once c o m m o n along the 
A u s t r a l i a n e a s t e r n c o a s t f r o m 
western Victoria through to southern 
Queens land , and whi ls t reasonable 
n u m b e r s s t i l l e x i s t in t h e m o r e 
nor ther ly par t s o f their range, the 
species has been lost f rom mos t o f 
the central and southern sections o f 
their distr ibution. 

C o m m e r c i a l h u n t i n g o f B r u s h -
ta i led R o c k W a l l a b i e s resu l ted in 
o v e r 500 0 0 0 b o u n t i e s b e i n g p a i d 
dur ing the per iod be tween 1894 and 
1914, and wi th ex tens ive fur t rade 
ex i s t ing u p to 1927 . D u r i n g 1908 
s o m e 92 590 rock wal laby skins were 
marketed th rough a s ingle S y d n e y 
w o o l - b r o k i n g c o m p a n y . T h e 
f r a g m e n t a t i o n o f r o c k w a l l a b y 
h a b i t a t a s a r e s u l t o f l a n d 
development , and the introduction o f 
p reda to r s such as foxes and ca ts , 
h a v e a lso h a d a d r a m a t i c i m p a c t 
u p o n B r u s h - t a i l e d R o c k W a l l a b y 
popula t ions , par t icular ly in south
e a s t e r n A u s t r a l i a . T h e s m a l l , 
f ragmented popula t ions wh ich have 
m a n a g e d to su rv ive these threats 
m u s t a l s o c o n t e n d t o d a y w i t h 
increased recreational usage o f these 
refuge sites. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e Brush - t a i l ed 
R o c k Wal l aby is n o w classif ied as 
c r i t i ca l ly e n d a n g e r e d in Vic to r i a , 
whe re it is es t imated that there are 
probably on ly 2 0 to 30 animals left 
in the wi ld . T h e brush-trailed rock 
w a l l a b y i s a l s o c o n s i d e r e d 
endangered in the A C T , wi th recent 
surveys fai l ing to find any evidence 
o f an imals r e m a i n i n g a l ive in the 
w i l d . T h e las t B rush - t a i l ed R o c k 
Wal laby to b e seen al ive in the w i l d 

Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies on granite boulders in Namadgi. Will we be 
seeing them there again? Drawing by Eleanor Stodart. 

in the A C T w a s in 1959, in w h a t is 
n o w the Tidbinbil la Nature Reserve . 
It is n o w probable that the Brush-
tailed R o c k Wal laby is ext inct in the 
A C T , and l ikely t o face a s imilar fate 
in Victor ia unless act ion is taken to 
assist the species recover numbers . As 
a r e su l t o f t h e th rea t s f ac ing th is 
s p e c i e s a r e c o v e r y p r o g r a m w a s 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n V i c t o r i a . A s m a l l 
n u m b e r o f animals w a s t rapped from 
Eas t G ipps land and t ransferred to 
Healesvil le Sanctuary i n 1997 to form 
t h e n u c l e u s o f a c a p t i v e b r e e d i n g 
g roup . 

T h e prob lem faced b y the recovery 
team w a s h o w to quickly breed u p the 
large n u m b e r o f an imals needed for 
a r e l e a se to the w i l d . N o r m a l l y a 
female rock wal laby will on ly produce 
o n e y o u n g a year, a n d w i t h the smal l 
g roup held at Healesvi l le Sanctuary 
it w o u l d take m o r e than 15 yea r s to 
b reed u p enough an imals for a single 
release. T h e solution was to get m o r e 
than one y o u n g f rom each female per 
year , b y t ransfer r ing p o u c h y o u n g 
f rom the female Brush- ta i led R o c k 
Wal laby to that o f a "foster female" 
f r o m ano the r spec i e s , a t e c h n i q u e 
w h i c h h a d n o t b e u s e d i n a 
conservat ion p rogram in the past . 

S o m e brush-tai led r o c k wal labies 

w e r e int roduced to the N e w Zealand 
i s l and o f K a w a u d u r i n g t h e la te 
1 8 0 0 s , w h e r e t h e y s u b s e q u e n t l y 
bred u p in numbers o w i n g to the lack 
o f predators . Dur ing the 1970s some 
o f these animals w e r e caught from 
K a w a u Island and t ransferred to a 
n u m b e r o f A u s t r a l i a n z o o s f o r 
d isplay . In 1986 a m a l e and t w o 
female "Kawau Is land" brush-tailed 
rock wal lab ies w e r e transferred to 
T N R to start a capt ive b reed ing and 
d i s p l a y g r o u p . T h e s e a n i m a l s 
a d a p t e d w e l l to T i d b i n b i l l a a n d 
t o d a y the r e s e r v e is h o m e to t h e 
l a rges t popu la t ion o f brush- ta i led 
r o c k w a l l a b i e s i n c a p t i v i t y , 
n u m b e r i n g over 30 an imals . Unti l 
r e c e n t l y , t h e " K a w a u I s l a n d " 
an imals w e r e cons idered unsui table 
for re lease in to t h e w i l d , because 
t h e y w e r e t h o u g h t t o d i f f e r 
g e n e t i c a l l y f r o m k n o w n w i l d 
popula t ions in Aust ra l ia . 

Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve was an 
obvious choice o f v e n u e to under take 
"cross fostering trials" because o f the 
large group o f " K a w a u Is land" rock 
wal labies housed here , and the fact 
that w e ' a l s o had a large co lony o f 
T a m m a r w a l l a b i e s w h i c h w o u l d 
m a k e ideal foster mo the r s . A n d so i t 
w a s that in ear ly 1997 m e m b e r s o f 



t h e b r u s h - t r a i l e d r o c k w a l l a b y 
r e c o v e r y t e a m d e s c e n d e d o n 
Tidbinbi l la to c o m m e n c e trails o f 
this innovat ive technique. 

T h e c r o s s f o s t e r i n g p r o c e d u r e 
involves catching a "foster mother" 
Tammar wallaby, and transferring 
t h e p o u c h y o u n g f r o m a b r u s h -
trailed rock wal laby to the T a m m a r 
wallaby. Once transferred, the rock 
w a l l a b y p o u c h y o u n g w o u l d feed 
u p o n t h e m i l k p r o d u c e d b y t h e 
"foster mother" and continue to grow 
in the t a m m a r wal laby pouch . Wi th 
the remova l o f her p o u c h young , the 
female Brush-tai led R o c k Wal laby 
is t h e n a b l e to p r o d u c e a n o t h e r 
young , and in this w a y it is possible 
to obtain u p to six y o u n g pe r yea r 
f rom each female , ins tead o f the 
s ing le y o u n g n o r m a l l y p r o d u c e d . 
U t i l i s i n g t h i s t e c h n i q u e r o c k 
wal labies wou ld b e rapidly bred up 
in captivity, m a k i n g i t feasible to 
release a group b a c k to the wi ld in 
as little as three years . Whi l s t this 
would not only enable rock wallabies 
to b e released into the wi ld sooner, 
it w o u l d also provide a n u m b e r o f 
cos t sav ings w h i c h cou ld then be 

u sed in the conserva t ion o f o ther 
threa tened species. 

T h e c ross fos te r ing tr ials h a v e 
p roved to be a spectacular success , 
w i t h s e v e n B r u s h - t a i l e d R o c k 
W a l l a b y j o e y s h a v i n g b e e n 
s u c c e s s f u l l y c r o s s f o s t e r e d t o 
t a m m a r wal laby surrogate females; 
all o f wh ich have n o w left the pouch. 
T h e nex t stage in the process is to 
cross foster the y o u n g o f Victorian 
brush-tai led rock wal labies to the 
T a m m a r w a l l a b i e s h e l d a t 
T idbinbi l la . Th i s wi l l a l low us to 
r a p i d l y b u i l d u p t h e n u m b e r o f 
Victorian animals to enable an early 
re lease to the wi ld . 

A n a d d i t i o n a l b e n e f i t o f t h i s 
p r o g r a m has been that the genet ic 
m a k e u p on the "Kawau Island" rock 
wal lab ies housed at Tidbinbi l la has 
been m o r e closely scrutinised, and 
as a r e s u l t t h e r e i s n o w s t r o n g 
e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e s e 
a n i m a l s a re in fac t su i t ab le for 
r e l e a s e i n t h e A C T r e g i o n . 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T is c u r r e n t l y 
deve lop ing a draft act ion plan for 
brush-tai led rock wal labies in the 
A C T and it is hoped that this will 

identify the deve lopment o f actions 
which will enable the reintroduction 
o f captive-bred animals in order to 
re-establish the species in the wi ld . 
Ultimately, i t is hoped that the cross 
fostering technique can be used to 
breed animals suitable for release 
back into the wild in the ACT. 

A s a result o f the success o f the 
p r o g r a m and the i n t e r e s t i t h a s 
g e n e r a t e d a B r u s h - t a i l e d R o c k 
W a l l a b y r e c o v e r y t e a m h a s b e e n 
establ ished in southern N S W and 
the formation o f a national recovery 
t eam is a lso p r o p o s e d , wi th T N R 
again playing a major ro le in these 
groups . 

T h e coming months wil l see T N R 
invo lved in the d e v e l o p m e n t o f a 
n u m b e r o f conservat ion programs , 
not only wi th the Brush-tai led R o c k 
Wal laby bu t also wi th several other 
species. 

One day you might b e able to come 
to Tidbinbi l la and o n c e again see 
w i l d b rush - t a i l ed r o c k w a l l a b i e s 
l iving a m o n g the grani te tors o f the 
Tidbinbil la valley. 

Geoff U n d e r w o o d 

Obituary 
Dr Robert Story 
E m p l o y e d in his ear ly years as a 
pas ture research officer in Sou th 
Afr ica , Robe r t , t h e bo tan is t , w a s 
also a convinced environmental is t . 
H e f i r s t s p o k e o u t a b o u t t h e 
destruct ion o f the env i ronment by 
human activity whi ls t g iv ing a talk 
at A l b a n y M u s e u m (South Africa) in 
1945. Rober t said, "Unless w e keep 
our popula t ion under control and 
l imited, w e are commit t ing suicide 
jus t as surely as the sun is go ing to 
rise to-morrow." H e mainta ined this 
v iewpoin t all his life, so that hav ing 
migra ted to Austra l ia in 1959 wi th 
his wife , Sybil , and children, J u d y 
and Mur ie l , i t w a s v e r y m u c h in 
character that he w a s attracted to 
g r o u p s i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e 
envi ronment . 

R o b e r t w a s one o f the founding 
m e m b e r s o f the N a t i o n a l P a r k s 

Associa t ion o f the A C T in 1960. H e 
jo ined the commi t t ee in 1962 and 
w a s pres ident from 1963 to 1965. As 
the m a i n aim of the A C T NPA in the 
1960s w a s to establish "a National 
P a r k f o r t h e N a t i o n a l Cap i t a l " , 
Rober t w a s a m e m b e r o f a par ty o f 
t h r e e c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s ( Ju l ie 
H e n r y and F iona B r a n d were the 
o t h e r s ) w h o w a l k e d i n t o M o u n t 
K e l l y in 1 9 6 2 w i t h A l p i n e C l u b 
m e m b e r Alan Bagna l l w h o k n e w the 
area. After c l imbing the mountain , 
d r ink ing in the v iew, the sol i tude 
and the remoteness , there w a s no 
d o u b t t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l p a r k 
p r o p o s a l w o u l d b e b a s e d o n the 
M o u n t Kel ly - Gudgenby area. 

R o b e r t w o r k e d h a r d w i t h Ju l i e 
Henry to wri te the proposal drawing 
on expert information from several 
o f h i s C S I R O c o l l e a g u e s . T h e 
proposal w a s presented to M r Doug 
Anthony, Minister for the Interior, in 
1963. The present Namadgi National 
Pa rk is a con t inu ing m e m o r i a l to 
N P A founders such as Robert . 

T h e S t o r y f a m i l y ' s m a i n 
recreat ion was bushwalk ing - l o n g 
and hard - and involvement in the 
Kosc iusko Huts Associa t ion ( K H A ) 
w o r k part ies. Rober t w a s president 
o f K H A i n t h e 1 9 7 0 s a n d a l s o 
p r e s i d e n t o f t h e C a n b e r r a 
B u s h w a l k e r s and the Aus t r a l i an 
Na t iona l Pa rks C o u n c i l . H e w a s 
made an honorary life m e m b e r o f 
the N P A in 1984 and awarded the 
Meda l o f the Order o f Austra l ia in 
1 9 8 9 in r e c o g n i t i o n o f h i s 
i n v o l v e m e n t in a l l t h e s e 
environmental bodies . 

The National Parks Associat ion o f 
the A C T has been honoured to have 
h a d R o b e r t as a m e m b e r for 3 9 
years , grateful for all that he" did, 
and all that the S tory family have 
given, and cont inues to give, to the 
conservat ion cause . 
R o b e r t S t o r y b o r n 1 9 1 3 , S o u t h 
A f r i c a , d i e d 19 F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 9 , 
Canber ra ACT. 

Fiona M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 



Morton and Budawang National 
Parks Draft Management Plan 
T h e N S W N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d 
Wildl i fe Serv ice has issued a draft 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan for the M o r t o n 
and B u d a w a n g Nat ional Parks and 
t h e N P A h a s a l r e a d y p r o v i d e d 
detailed c o m m e n t s in response . 

A l l m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s a r e 
de ta i l ed and c o m p l e x d o c u m e n t s . 
T h e s u m m a r y I have included here 
only touches on s o m e o f the m a n y 
i s s u e s , s t r a t e g i e s , p o l i c i e s , a n d 
action p lans inc luded in the draft. 
C o p i e s o f t h e draf t p lan and our 
detai led response are avai lable in 
the N P A office i f m e m b e r s w i sh to 
pursue any topic in m o r e detail. 

The specific objectives for Morton 
a n d B u d a w a n g N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
listed in the draft p lan include: 
• c o n s e r v a t i o n o f t h e s e p a r k s as 

c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e s y s t e m o f 
p r o t e c t e d l a n d s o f t h e S y d n e y 
Bas in and Coasta l Escarpment 

• c o n s e r v a t i o n o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
samples o f the diverse plant and 
animal communi t i e s o f the bas in 
and esca rpment 

• c o n s e r v a t i o n o f a r e a s w i t h 
s i g n i f i c a n t v e g e t a t i o n 
communi t ies and threatened plant 
species 

• m a i n t e n a n c e o f p o p u l a t i o n s o f 
t h r e a t e n e d n a t i v e a n i m a l s , 
pa r t i cu la r ly the G r o u n d Parrot , 
Eastern Bristlebird, Koala , Brush-
tai led R o c k Wallaby, and Broad-
headed Snake 

• p r o t e c t i o n and e n h a n c e m e n t o f 
wi lderness va lues 

• protection o f significant Aboriginal 
art sites 

• promot ion of publ ic appreciation o f 
t h e d i v e r s i t y a n d h i g h 
conse rva t ion s ign i f icance o f the 
t w o p a r k s , a n d t h e n e e d f o r 
protect ive m a n a g e m e n t and non-
damag ing u se 

• p rovis ion o f opportuni t ies for low-
key day and overnight recreational 
u s e o n t h e e d g e s o f M o r t o n 
Nat iona l Pa rk 

• p r o m o t i o n o f t o u r i s t u s e a n d 
appreciat ion o f the nor thern r im 
a n d s o u t h - e a s t e r n c o r n e r o f 
Mor ton Nat ional Pa rk 

• p r o v i s i o n o f e d u c a t i o n a l 
opportuni t ies at Fi tzroy Falls and 
o ther sui table locations. 

T h e overa l l s t ra tegy to ach ieve 
these objectives necessarily includes 
a range o f m a n a g e m e n t programs; 
the draft p lan lists these as: 

• fire m a n a g e m e n t 
• w e e d and feral animal control 
• rehabil i tat ion o f dis turbed areas 
• threatened species surveys 
• record ing o f historic places 
• access 
• r emote and wi lderness 

m a n a g e m e n t 
• p romot ion o f min imal impac t use 
• rat ional isat ion o f the B u d a w a n g 

Wilderness wa lk ing t racks 
• p r o v i s i o n o f b o u n d a r y d a y and 

overnight recreat ion facilities 

W i t h i n th is strategy, the ma jo r 
par ts o f b o t h parks will be m a n a g e d 
as wi lderness areas; large sections 
o f b o t h p a r k s h a v e a l r eady been 
gaze t t ed as wi lde rness unde r the 
Wilderness Act . 

T h e draft p lan provides detai led 
d iscuss ion and explanat ions o f all 
these strategies: policies and action 
plans for each objective are included 
in t h e draf t . T h e r e is e x t e n s i v e 
d i s c u s s i o n o f p r o m o t i o n , 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , a n d r e c r e a t i o n 
i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n g o p t i o n s fo r 
c o n t r o l l i n g a c c e s s to w i l d e r n e s s 
a r e a s . A c o m p r e h e n s i v e p o l i c y 
cove r ing all a spec t s and levels o f 
recreat ion and access cover ing the 
w h o l e o f the pa rks is included. 

T h e N P A , t h r o u g h t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commi t t ee , has 
provided c o m m e n t s on a n u m b e r o f 
sect ions o f the draft plan, including 
express ing suppor t for initiatives to 
improve the conservat ion status o f 
the parks , such as the declaration, 
u n d e r p roposed legis lat ion, o f the 
Clyde and Shoalhaven Rivers within 
Mor ton Nat ional Park as wi ld and 
scenic r ivers. 

O u r ma jo r c o m m e n t s conce rned 
t h e s e c t i o n s o n p r o m o t i o n , 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , r e c r e a t i o n 
oppor tun i t i e s and wi lde rnes s . W e 

s a w t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
imaginat ive policies in these areas 
as essential to address the current 
u n s u s t a i n a b l e i m p a c t o f 
recreational use in popu la r areas, 
par t icu la r i ty in M o r t o n Nat iona l 
P a r k . C e n t r a l to a n y p o l i c y t o 
achieve sustainable recreational use 
is a pol icy to restrict and regulate 
a c c e s s a n d n u m b e r s o f v i s i t o r s . 
U n l e s s t h i s o b j e c t i v e c a n b e 
achieved m a n y o f the o the r policies 
to redress current degradat ion and 
ach ieve sus ta inab le u s e wi l l fail . 
T h e draft p l a n r ight ly points ou t 
tha t a compul so ry p e r m i t sys tem 
w o u l d not work . W e be l ieve that a 
v o l u n t a r y p e r m i t s y s t e m is b o t h 
pract icable and achievable . 

Our response in these key areas 
inc luded t h e fo l lowing c o m m e n t s 
( these have been sl ightly abridged): 

P r o m o t i o n a n d interpretat ion 
N P A A C T s u p p o r t s t h e p o l i c y 

objectives l isted for th is section. A 
c l ea r a n d i m a g i n a t i v e e d u c a t i o n 
p o l i c y a n d a c t i o n s a r e u r g e n t l y 
needed to p romote sustainable u se 
o f m a n y a r e a s o f M o r t o n a n d 
B u d a w a n g N a t i o n a l P a r k s . 
B u s h w a l k i n g a n d o t h e r o u t d o o r 
organisat ions ( m d u d i n g p rograms 
in schools and colleges) have a major 
impac t on the w a y these parks are 
perceived and used. Tb he lp achieve 
the objectives w e w o u l d l ike to see 
n o t j u s t a u t h o r s , b u t c l u b s a n d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y p e a k 
b o d i e s , d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
under tak ing appropr ia te actions to 
achieve the s tated pol icy object ives. 

Recreat ion opportuni t ies 

C o n s i s t e n t w i t h o u r 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r e d u c a t i o n 
p r o g r a m s to p r o m o t e (vo lun t a ry ) 
restrictions on vis i tor numbers , w e 
w o u l d l ike to see m o r e restrict ive 
pol ic ies and action plans on areas 
w h e r e vehicular, horse r iding, and 
b icyc le access is permi t ted . There 
s h o u l d b e n o a c c e s s f o r t h e s e 
activities in wi lderness areas, or in 
b u f f e r z o n e s s u r r o u n d i n g 



w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s . A l l v e h i c u l a r , 
horse , and bicycle access should be 
restricted to designated roads , and 
on ly on the per iphery o f the parks. 
W e bel ieve tha t recreational vehic le 
use wi th in these parks has a l ready 
exceeded the criteria set in the plan 
o f m a n a g e m e n t for envi ronmenta l 
damage , and the t ime is overdue for 
the inc lus ion o f further veh icu la r 
restrict ion and control in the plan 
of managemen t . 

T h e l ist o f pol icy points for this 
sect ion is quite long and detailed, 
r e f l e c t i n g t h e d i v e r s e r a n g e o f 
a c t i v i t i e s a n d a r e a s t h a t h a v e 
developed in the parks. Considerable 
s trengthening and rationalisation of 
t h e s e p o l i c i e s n e e d s to o c c u r to 
e m p h a s i s e m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e 
recreat ion patterns and control l ing 
inappropr ia te uses . T h e emphas i s 
s h o u l d b e o n e d u c a t i o n a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t for sus ta inable use , 
par t icular ly in wilderness areas . 

Wilderness 
N P A A C T bel ieves that a pol icy and 
a c t i o n p l a n to r e s t r i c t v i s i t o r 
n u m b e r s i s e s sen t i a l to a c h i e v e 
sus ta inable u se o f the wi lde rness 
a r ea s i n M o r t o n and B u d a w a n g 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s . W e b e l i e v e th i s 
r e s t r i c t i o n c a n b e a c h i e v e d 
voluntar i ly and without the use of 
permi ts , which , as the draft p lan of 

acknowledged in the s t ra tegy and 
a d e q u a t e s u g g e s t i o n s f o r i t s 
preservat ion and interpretation are 
m a d e . 

T h i s s t r a t e g y i s s e e n b y i t s 
authors as a communi ty p lanning 
d o c u m e n t w h i c h wi l l a l l o w loca l 
communi t i e s to plan their futures 
in an economica l ly and ecological ly 
sustaining way. However due to the 
n a t i o n a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i m p o r t a n c e o f the r e g i o n , t h e s e 
c o m m u n i t i e s m u s t a l l o w 
c o n s e r v a t i o n g roups s u c h as the 
N P A to p l a y a role. W h e n all is said 
a n d d o n e , w e r e i t n o t fo r 
conservationists o f the stature o f the 
By le s , the D u n p h y s , L a n e Poo le , 
Cost in , Mulvaney, Flood, and m a n y 
m o r e , t h i s a r e a w o u l d n o t b e 
r e c o g n i s e d f o r i t s u n i q u e 
envi ronmenta l importance. 

managemen t notes, are expensive to 
administer and difGcult to enforce 
in Mor ton and B u d a w a n g Nat ional 
Parks. Al l other wi lderness control 
policies, however, will ul t imately fail 
to achieve long-term sustainable use 
u n l e s s v i s i t o r n u m b e r s c a n 
b e control led. 

A s p a r t o f the p o l i c i e s for th is 
sect ion, the service should g ive a 
high priori ty to developing a policy 
and a c t i o n p l a n to ( v o l u n t a r i l y ) 
c o n t r o l v i s i t o r n u m b e r s . A s 
ment ioned in our commen t s on an 
earlier section, w e bel ieve this could 
b e a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h c l u b s a n d 
schools agreeing to implement such 
a po l i cy I f clubs and schools agreed 
to l imit number s to a m a x i m u m of 
six per wa lk and the f requency o f 
visi tat ions to once or twice per year, 
a significant reduct ion in number s 
could b e achieved. Such an N P W S 
r e q u e s t w o u l d r e a c h a l a r g e 
p r o p o r t i o n o f the p o t e n t i a l ( a n d 
cooperat ive) wi lderness users . The 
Federa t ion o f B u s h w a l k i n g Clubs 
a n d o t h e r p e a k b o d i e s , a n d 
educat ion bodies , could, and would , 
p l ay a k e y ro le in a c h i e v i n g th is 
objective. Other suggest ions to l imit 
numbers could include a voluntary 
r e g i s t r a t i o n s y s t e m , p e r h a p s 
I n t e r n e t - b a s e d , a n d s i g n a g e at 
p o p u l a r e n t r y p o i n t s s p e c i f y i n g 

Threa t s to the A l p i n e r eg ion o f 
N S W s t i l l e x i s t i n t h e f o r m o f 
u n s y m p a t h e t i c t o w n p l a n n i n g , 
uncontrol led feral flora and fauna, 
a n d t h e d e v a s t a t i n g a n d t h e 
pernicious effect o f four-wheel drive 
v e h i c l e s . T h i s s t r a t e g y , w h e n 
finalised and implemented, could b e 
the ins t rument to deal wi th these. 

Timothy W a l s h a n d 
Nevi l le E s a u 

Membership 
application form 

enclosed 
Perhaps y o u could pass this to 

someone w h o wou ld l ike to j o in 

the NPA. 

l i m i t s o n n u m b e r s . T h e s e r v i c e 
a l ready controls v is i tor numbers on 
c o m m e r c i a l t r ips . C o m b i n i n g th is 
wi th restrictions on non-commercia l 
r e c r e a t i o n a l v i s i t s w o u l d l ay t h e 
founda t ion for sus ta inab le use o f 
this wi lderness . 

W e w o u l d e m p h a s i s e t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f po l i c i e s and act ion 
p lans for: 
• p rovis ion o f su i table compos t ing 

toi lets at c amping areas 
• adherence to the min imal impac t 

bushwa lk ing code 
• no c a v e camping 
• use o f fuel stoves only - no removal 

o f fallen or dead t imber 
• r emova l o f all ca i rns 
• p rov i s ion for r ange r presence at 

p e a k t imes (Easter, etc) in popular 
areas to promote sustainable use 
pol ic ies and mon i to r activities 

• ra t ional is ing t racks and camping 
areas 

• implement ing t rack main tenance 
and hardening th rough voluntary 
w o r k programs. 
W e b e l i e v e t h a t t h e draft p l a n 

p rov ides the w i d e r a n g e o f policies 
a n d a c t i o n p l a n s n e c e s s a r y t o 
provide secure conservation, redress 
ex i s t ing deg rada t ion and ach ieve 
susta inable use. 

Nevi l le E s a u for t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commit tee 

Green Words is 10 
A t an afternoon o f wa te r and mus ic 
h e l d b e s i d e the p o o l o f Church i l l 
H o u s e in la te D e c e m b e r , G r e e n 
W o r d s m a r k e d i ts t en th birthday. 
S p e a k i n g to t h e o c c a s i o n , R o g e r 
Green recalled that a lot had changed 
over those 10 years; on a global scale, 
the C o l d War had ended and on a 
local scale, Green W o r d s had g o n e 
from a single M a c and himself in a 
r o o m in Ainsl ie to an organisation 
e m p l o y i n g s o m e 12 staff. H e h a d 
some words o f appreciat ion for his 
clients including t w o originals still on 
his b o o k s , one b e i n g the Nat ional 
Parks Associat ion. 

T h e organisa t ion rece ived a smal l 
b i r thday gift - an addit ion o f t w o 
w o r d s t o i t s n a m e - w h i c h 
h e n c e f o r t h i s " G r e e n W o r d s & 
Images" . 

S y d Comfort 

Draft Alpine Region Strategy continued from page 5 



Rural Residential Development in the ACT 
I n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 9 8 t h e A C T 
Governmen t re leased a discussion 
p a p e r o n R u r a l R e s i d e n t i a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t ( R R D ) in t h e A C T , 
prepared by consul tants . R R D w a s 
defined as land division into lots in 
excess o f 0 .5ha and less t han 8ha in 
a r e a w h i c h a l l o w s s o m e f o r m o f 
rural activity. T h e consul tants were 
to examine the introduct ion o f R R D 
into the A C T , . invest igate poss ible 
sites for deve lopment and to consul t 
w i t h k e y s t a k e h o l d e r s a n d 
c o m m u n i t y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . T h e 
f o r e w o r d t o t h e p a p e r b y t h e 
Execut ive Di rec tor o f P lanning and 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t , L i n c o l n 
Hawkins , indicated that an outcome 
favouring R R D was anticipated. 

Discuss ion p a p e r conclus ion 
T h e discussion paper concludes that 
there is a d e m a n d for R R D in the 
A C T and tha t it w o u l d p rov ide a 
h o u s i n g o p t i o n n o t c u r r e n t l y 
available in the Territory. It wou ld 
a l s o p r o v i d e a n o p p o r t u n i t y fo r 
i n v e s t m e n t to t a rge t a "qua l i ty" 
marke t n iche not well catered for. 
T h e p a p e r c o n c e d e s t h a t i f R R D 
w e r e p e r m i t t e d in fu tu re u r b a n 
areas, fewer residential lots w o u l d 
b e available in the A C T and that the 
financial re turn to the G o v e r n m e n t 
w o u l d depend on the level o f land 
v a l u e s a c h i e v e d . P o t e n t i a l R R D 
areas are identified as : 

Mel rose Val ley (11 large lots) 
Kinslyside (208 small lots) and 
north Gungah l in (69 smal l lots) . 

B a c k g r o u n d 
T h e A C T and Sub-region Planning 
Strategy - agreed in 1995 be tween 
t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d A C T 
Governments and regional counci ls 
- which cons idered long t e rm land 
use in the region, did no t p ropose 
R R D for the A C T but agreed wi th 
s o m e d e v e l o p m e n t o f th is type in 
adjacent a reas o f N S W . T h e A C T 
Rura l P o l i c y T a s k F o r c e R e p o r t , 
deve loped in 1997 after ex tens ive 
c o m m u n i t y c o n s u l t a t i o n d id n o t 
favour R R D in the A C T and firmly 
o p p o s e d i t o n p r o d u c t i v e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . R e c e n t l y a 
p r o p o s a l f o r R R D in K i n l y s i d e 
received widespread publ ic i ty and 

w a s subsequen t ly w i t h d r a w n . O n 
28 M a y 1998 the A C T Legis la t ive 
A s s e m b l y p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n 
s u p p o r t i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
c o m m i t m e n t to t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f R R D . 

Conservat ion Counc i l 
responses 
T h e C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l o f t h e 
Sou th E a s t R e g i o n and C a n b e r r a 
h a s p r e p a r e d a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
response to the discussion paper and 
concludes that it cannot support the 
R R D as p roposed in the discussion 
p a p e r . I h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o 
summar i se the council 's submiss ion 
in succeeding paragraphs. 

Process 
B y a d o p t i n g a po l i cy in favour o f 
R R D in M a y 1998 the Gove rnmen t 
has rejected the recommendat ions o f 
the Rura l Pol icy Taskforce oppos ing 
R R D , r e a c h e d a f t e r e x t e n s i v e 
c o m m u n i t y consu l ta t ion , and has 
i g n o r e d t h e n e e d fo r f u r t h e r 
consultat ion. B y taking this decis ion 
w i t h o u t d i s c u s s i o n w i t h o t h e r 
a u t h o r i t i e s in t h e r e g i o n , t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t p u t s a t r i s k t h e 
coopera t ive approach to p l a n n i n g 
that led to the agreement on the A C T 
and Sub Region P lann ing St ra tegy 
in 1995. Tb adopt the pro R R D pol icy 
before the discussion paper on the 
subject w a s comple ted undermines 
t h e v a l u e o f t h a t r e p o r t . T h e 
G o v e r n m e n t approach takes little 
a c c o u n t o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
consul ta t ion and runs contrary to 
e s t a b l i s h e d A C T a n d r e g i o n a l 
p lanning guidel ines. 

F u t u r e city deve lopment a n d 
cost 
T h e C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l 
submiss ion recognises the need to 
keep a large area o f land avai lable 
in the A C T for future urban needs . 
I f Kin lys ide and nor th Gungah l in 
were to be used for R R D , over 2 0 0 0 
u rban lots w o u l d be los t and t h e 
need for al ternative areas for u rban 
u s e c o u l d r e s u l t in p r e s s u r e t o 
urbanise va luable open space. T h e 
l o w p o p u l a t i o n dens i t i e s o f R R D 
w o u l d w o r k a g a i n s t u r b a n 
c o n s o l i d a t i o n a n d f a v o u r u r b a n 

sprawl wi th consequential demands 
for addit ional roads , and increased 
polluting traffic. Use o f land for R R D 
would also reduce the return to the 
Government from the release o f land 
f r o m a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 3 0 0 0 0 t o 
$ 5 0 0 0 p e r u r b a n b l o c k T h e A C T 
c o m m u n i t y as a w h o l e cou ld b e 
subsidis ing a lifestyle that only a 
s m a l l s e c t i o n o f t h e c o m m u n i t y 
could afford. 

Environmenta l issues 

T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f 
envi ronmenta l m a n a g e m e n t i ssues 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h R R D : w e e d s , 
predat ion, fire and the protect ion o f 
n a t u r a l a r e a s . T h e c o n s u l t a n t s 
a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t e v e n w e l l 
des igned R R D "cannot gua ran tee 
the re tent ion o f flora and fauna". 
Areas ofYel low Box/Red G u m grassy 
w o o d l a n d , a dec la red endange red 
e c o l o g i c a l c o m m u n i t y , w o u l d b e 
part icular ly vulnerable . Especia l ly 
w i t h s m a l l b l o c k s , t h e r e wi l l b e 
p r e s s u r e s f r o m b o t h i n i t i a l 
development and continuing human 
i m p a c t t h r o u g h f r agmen ta t ion o f 
h a b i t a t , p r e d a t i o n b y d o m e s t i c 
a n i m a l s , i n t r o d u c t i o n o f w e e d s , 
changes to the v isual aesthetics o f 
r u r a l l a n d s c a p e s a n d t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f w i l d l i f e c o r r i d o r s . 
P r o t e c t i o n from b u s h f i r e s a n d a 
desire for a t idy appearance by some 
owners wi l l l ead to destruct ion o f 
conservat ion va lues . Protect ion o f 
the env i ronment through proper ty 
m a n a g e m e n t agreements wil l face 
m a n y p r o b l e m s , s o m e s t e m m i n g 
from the process i tself and others 
from the resources needed to enforce 
these w i th hundreds o f individual 
land holders . 

Site select ion 
The Conservat ion Counci l quest ions 
h o w the authors o f the discussion 
p a p e r d e c i d e d w h i c h a r e a s a r e 
suitable for R R D ; chosen sites have 
s e r i o u s n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p r o b l e m s w h i c h h a v e n o t b e e n 
addressed. The areas proposed for 
R R D include ecosys tems classified 
as endangered , s o m e o f which are 
a l r e a d y c o v e r e d b y c o n s e r v a t i o n 
act ion plans p repared by the A C T 

continued on page 17 



NPA outings program 
March-June 1999 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lundi, drinks and prorective clothing. 

Pack walks rwo or more days, carry all food and camping require-

menrs. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to die association's office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested dare. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, induding 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the d river by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradings 
D i s t a n c e grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 1 5 km to 2 0 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

15 March Canberra D a y (Monday) 

A C T Alive 

Lawns opposite O l d Parliament House 

Contact: Yvonne Bartos 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

W e are asking members to help the N P A by calling in to our tent and 

spending up to a couple o f hours answering questions about the 

Association and its aims, and about the display. You will also have the 

opportunity to see the other interesting stalls at this popular exhibition. 

Please phone if you can help. 

2 0 March Saturday daywalk 

Brindabella Range Ramble 

Leader: Steven Forst 2 A 

M a p : A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 ( w ) , (5251 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

Meet ar picnic area carpark on Uiiarra road just off the Cotter road 

(near Duffy) at 8 .30am. A fire trail walk through the tall 'shady' forest 

between the Cotter River and the Brindabella Road. Nestled in a south 

east fadng valley this moist temperate/alpine eucalyptus forest provides 

for pleasant walking even in summer. Some views o f Canberra. 8 0 

kms, $ 1 6 per car. 

2 1 March Sunday daywalk 

Naas River 

Leader: Frank Clements 3 A / B 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

A repeat o f the August walk, but without the cold and wet weather 

(?). Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .00am. Walk from Boboyan 

Pines carpark to an unusually coloured rock outcrop, climbing about 

7 0 m , then proceeding to Hospital Creek faJls and Hospital Hut , before 

resuming the O l d Boboyan Road and going on to Naas River. Return 

to cats via the road. lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

2 2 - 2 8 March 1 9 9 9 seven day packwalk 

CobberaS t o T h r e d b o 

Leaders: M i c k Kelly and M a x Lawrence 3 A / B 

M a p : Jacobs River 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 0 2 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 (Mick) , 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (Max) 

This walk is fully booked. If you haven't booked your only chance is 

to go on the waiting list for last minute cancellations. 

2 4 March daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Yvonne Bartos 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

T h e March edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 7 March Saturday work party 

G u d g e n b y work party 

Leader: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

This is a joint exercise with the Gudgenby Bush Regeneration Group 

to tackle briars and other weeds in the newly seeded areas where once 

stood Boboyan Pines. Meet at the Yankee H a t carpark at 10.00am or, 

if you wish to share transport, at the Namadgi Visitors Centre by 

9 .15am. 

1 0 - 1 1 April Saturday and Sunday work parties 

Upper Hospital Creek work party 

Leader: Eleanor Stodart ^ 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

W e will be felling the smaller pines in Hospital Creek south o f the 

Boboyan pine plantation, and recording the location o f those too big 

to tackle by hand. T h e pines are well spread out, so there will be 

opportunity for good walking and to really get to know the area. Attend 

either or both days. Ring leader for details. lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

18 April Sunday daywalk 

Corang Peak 

Leader: M i k e Smith 3 A 7 D 

M a p : Corang 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station Kingston at 7 . 3 0 a m . Note early 

start. A walk in the Budawangs from the W o g W o g entrance to Corang 

Peak which has 3 6 0 degree views. Scrubby side trip to Admiration 

Point for lunch (mote great views). Return by same route, making the 

total walk near to 20kms . Drive is around 2 5 0 k m s , $ 5 0 per car. 

16 - 18 April three day packwalk 

M t Clear C a m p g r o u n d to Caloola Farm 

Leader: David Large 1 A / B 

M a p s : Col inton, Michelago 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

A through walk to explore sites o f historical interest, visiting a number 

o f huts, ruins, grave sites and old settlement sites in the Naas Valley. 

Day 1 see Barrett's ruin, Demandering and Horse Gully huts, and 

camp at Brayshaws ruin. D a y 2 visit M r s Mathieson's grave, Reedy 

Creek settlement sites, and camp at M a x and Bert Oldfield's hut. D a y 

3 is T o m Rowleys turn and the walk out to Caloola. Most ly on track, 

few hills. M a n y river crossings may involve some wading if river is up. 

A n easy packwalk suitable for beginners. TransportTBA, butdepending 

on numbers probably meet at Caloola and bus to M t Clear. 



2 4 April Saturday daywalk 

M t D o m a i n 

Leader: Steven Forst 1 A / B 

M a p : Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 (w), 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. A steep climb (over 6 0 0 m ) 

on track to the top o f one of Tidbinbilla Nature Reserves landmark 

mounrains. There's plenty of time and we'll take it slowly and enjoy 

the views. 70kms , $ 1 4 per car, plus T N R entrance fee. 

2 4 - 2 6 April three day packwalk 

Northern Kosciuszko Frost Plains 

Leader: Martin Chalk 

2 A 7 B / C / F 

M a p : Rules Point 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) , 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

A three day walk across the frost plains of northern Kosciuszko Nadonal 

Park. Visit places such as O l d Currango, Gurrangorambla Range, 

Pockets Hut, Seventeen Flat, Cooleman Plain and Caves, and the site 

o f Harris Hut . Call leader by preceding Wednesday for details. 

Numbers will be limited. 400kms , $ 8 0 per car. 

2 8 April daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: M a x Lawrence 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

T h e April edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be derermined nearer the dare. 

1 - 6 M a y one week packwalk 

Orroral to Kiandra 

Leader: Graham Scully 2 A / B / C 

M a p : Tantangara 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 3 3 5 2 

Day 1 - from Orroral through Cotter Gap, Cotter River to camp at 

Little Bimberi Creek. Day 2 - over Murrays Gap to camp at Oldfields 

Hut , optional climb to Bimberi summit. Day 3 - to O l d Currango 

via the site o f Argentine Harris' cherry garden homestead. D a y 4 - to 

Currango where we will stay in booked accommodation, have a hot 

shower and a meal in the main homestead. Day 5 - to Hains H u t via 

the Murrumbidgee. Day 6 - To Kiandra via Witzes H u t and W i l d 

Horse Plain. 

2 M a y Sunday daywalk 

M t Gingera and B r u m b y Flat 

Leader: Steve Hi l l 3 A / B 

M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9 1 8 6 ( h ) 

Meet at the carpark in the pines off Uriarra Road near where it joins 

the Corter Road. From Pryors Hut we go up to the Gingera north 

summit (steepish), then along the ridge for a while before a genrle 

descent to Brumby Flat (still at around 1 8 0 0 m ) on the western side. A 

chance t o enjoy a beautiful example o f an alpine frosty hollow/marsh 

and meditate about the real world. W e then visit some ancient 

snowgums (centuries old), and undertake a gende scramble up to the 

southern summit. Back to Ginini carpark the usual way. ] 4 0 k m s , $ 2 8 

per car. 

7 - 9 M a y three day packwalk 

N a m a d g i National Park 

Leaders: Eric and Pat Pickering 

2 A / C / D / E 

M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 1 2 8 

Joint N P A / F B I walk. Three days in Namadgi National Park starting 

from Orroral and taking in M t Namadgi , Creamy Flats and Coronet 

Peak, and possibly M t Kelly. S o m e rock scrambling and magnificent 

views. Lots o f scrub but plenty o f time to enjoy this beautiful area. 

Phone leader for details. 70kms , $ 1 4 per car. 

8 - 9 M a y weekend outing 

Hawkesbury cruise 

Leader: Len Haskew 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Details of this outing were in the last program. If you want to go, but 

haven't booked, phone Len. You never know, he may still have a vacancy. 

16 M a y Sunday daywalk 

Brindabella N a d o n a l Park 

Leader: M a x Lawrence 1 B / C / E 

M a p s : Brindabella 1 : 1 0 0 0 0 0 , Umburra 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 

This walk involves a couple of hours driving (including over an hour 

on bumpy four wheel drive tracks) to get to the kick ofFpoint for what 

is quire a short walk O u r destination will be the top o f the falls on 

Waterfall Creek, which plunges well over 2 0 0 m in very short order on 

its way down ro the Goodradigbee. A good opportunity to visit this 

great new park on our doorstep. Phone leader early for details and 

bookings. Numbers will be limited by the availabiliry of 4 W D vehicles. 

I40kms , $ 2 8 per car. 

2 2 - 23 M a y weekend packwalk 

Royal National Park Coast W a l k 

Leader: David Large 2 A 

M a p : R N P 1:30 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

Joint walk with FBI. A repeat of last September's walk. This t ime we 

will utilise the Y H A hostel at Garie Beach making it a light pack or 

supported walk Suitable for beginners. Enjoy magnificent sea views 

from cliff tops. Transport T B A depending on numbers. Phone leader 

for details and bookings. 

2 3 M a y Sunday daywalk 

Yaouk Peak 

Leader: Stephen Johnston 2 B / C / E 

M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 8 3 8 3 3 ( h ) 

A n off-track 6 0 0 m climb to Yaouk Peak, with time to explore the 

small plateau. Phone leader for bookings and enquiries, ISOknis, $ 3 6 

per car. 

2 6 M a y daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: David Large 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

T h e M a y edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 9 - 3 0 M a y weekend packwalk 

Booth Range 

Leader: Philip Gatenby 3 A / B / D / F 

Maps: Colinton, Michelago 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Pardy exploratory walk on the ridges and valleys o f the Booth Range, 

south and east o f Booths Hil l . Most ly off ttack, some patches o f thick 

scrub may be encountered. Phone leader by Wednesday 2 6 M a y for 

details and bookings. 130kms, $ 2 6 per car. 

3 0 M a y Sunday daywalk 

Orroral Circuit 

Leader: Steven Forst 2 A 

M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 ( w ) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

A walk from Orroral Campground up the track to Orroral Homestead 

and the tracking station site and beyond, returning on the other side 

of the river. Meet at Kambah Vil lage shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . 7 0 k m s , $ 1 4 

per car. 



6 June Sunday daywalk 
Murrumbidgee River - Red Rocks Canyon 
Leader: Steve Hill 2A 
Map: Tuggeranong 1:25 000 
Phone: 6231 9186(h) 
Almost a stroll for the most part, mainly on tracks. A chance to visit 
some magnificent sights along the Murrumbidgee Corridor from the 
Tuggeranong Creek corner to Red Rocks for lunch and, if people 
wish, further downstream. Beautiful scenery right on our door step, 
and plenty of bird life at any time of the year. Meet at Urambi Hills 
carpark about 200m along Learmonth Drive from the Athlon Drive 
turnoff* in Kambah at 10.00am. Okms, $0 per car. 

1 2 - 1 4 June long weekend packwalk 
Quiltys Mountain 
Leader: Steven Forst 2A/B 
Ref: C M W Budawangs 
Phone: 6279 1326(w), 6251 6817(h) 
Contact leader by Tuesday for details of two and a half day walk starting 
Saturday. Easy-medium walk with packs to a base camp on the Endrick 
River. Visit Quiltys Pass, the Bora Ground, and Round Mountain. A 
late lunch at Braidwood on Monday. 340 kms, $68 per car. 

12 - 14 June long weekend carcamp 
Murramarang National Park 
Leader: Mick and Joan Kelly 
Maps: Durras 1:25 000, Batemans Bay Forestry Map 
Phone: 02 4472 3959 
Weekend will include walk from Depot Beach to Durras Mountain 
(283m) and return, plus some forest walks. Relaxation will be the 
main theme, perhaps some birdwatching or fishing for those interested. 
Please phone leaders by Monday 7 June. 

19 June Saturday daywalk 
Coree and Devils Peak 
Leader: Matthew Higgins 2A/B/D 
Map: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Phone: 6247 7285 
Crunch frost in the northern Brindabellas this winter! Joint walk with 
KHA. We'll climb Coree from near Blundells, walk to Coree Flats, 
climb Devils Peak, and return ro Blundells. Some history, a good deal 
of great native forest, excellent views from both peaks. Steep climbs, 
about 14kms. For the fit. Book with leader, numbers limited. 90kms, 
$18 per car. 

Forthcoming, dates to be determined 
The Two Rivers Walking Track 
Contact: Mick Kelly 
Phone: 02 4472 3959 

The Two Rivers Walking Track is a joint venture of the Shoalhaven 
City Council, the NPWS and the Aboriginal community of 
Shoalhaven. It links the Shoalhaven River near Nowra south to the 
Clyde at Yadboro, mostly on established firetratls and tracks. Mick is 
planning to organise a packwalk along the track, probably of about a 
week's duration. Details of the walk, which is likely to be held during 
the winter months, will be in the next NPA outings program. Watch 
this space. 

Westbourne Woods Walk 
Held the second Sunday of every month. Meet at the entrance to 
Royal Canberra Golf Club at the top of Bentham Street Yarralumla at 
9.30am for a two hour free guided walk to enjoy the many species of 
mature trees from all comers of the wotld, (no dog please). 

Mont Adventure Sale 
In May 1998, David Edwards of Mont Adventure Equipment spoke at 
our general meeting and promised to let us know about their next 
sale. Here are the details: 

A three day clearance sale of clothing, tents and other outdoor products 
will be held in late March. 

Friday 19th March : 12 noon to 7pm 

Saturday 20th March : 9am to 5pm 

Sunday 21st March : 9am to 3pm 

Address: 39 Crawford St, Queanbeyan. 



A winter escape to far north 
Queensland 
A n o f f e r o f f a v o u r a b l e a i r f a r e s 
induced m e to go north, in June 1998 
and the Queens land Tourist Office 
helped m e to m a k e u p m y m i n d by 
f i n d i n g an i n t e r e s t i n g f o u r - d a y 
rainforest wa lk not far from Cairns . 

O n t h e f i rs t day, an a d v e n t u r e 
c o m p a n y from Cairns picked m e u p 
at Pa lm C o v e and took m e to the 
A t h e r t o n Tab l e l and , w h i c h offers 
b e a u t i f u l s c e n e r y . S o m e o f m y 
favourite p laces from a trip I m a d e 
35 years ago look unchanged: Lake 
Barr ine wi th its giant Kauri p ines 
a r o u n d 1 1 0 0 y e a r s o l d , L a k e Eacham  
E a c h a m , Y u n g a b u r r a , w h e r e a 
neighbouring giant strangler fig tree 
with aerial roots dropping about 15m 
to the ground . Yungaburra 

A cruise i s n o w avai lable on the 
ex t inc t crater, L a k e Bar r ine , so I 
j o i n e d t h i s l a t e r in t h e day. T h e 
c r y s t a l c l e a r w a t e r s s h o w o f f 
freshwater tortoises, giant eels and 
snakes whi le the Red Cedars , Si lver 
Ash , B lack B e a n trees and f lower ing 
U m b r e l l a T r e e s m a k e i t m o s t 
attractive. T h e skipper o f the boat 
showed his skill at at tracting Ki tes 
w i t h h i s w h i s t l e s ( a n d p i e c e s o f 
bread) whi l s t a shiny, da rk Dar te r 
bird w a s dry ing out on a fallen tree. 

T h e nex t morn ing I jo ined a g roup 
for a two-day rainforest tr ip. W e set 
off ear ly from Yungaburra to go to 
t h e e d g e o f t h e B a r t l e F r e r e 
rainforest, w h i c h forms par t o f the 
World Her i tage listed Bel lenden Ker 
N a t i o n a l P a r k . B a r t l e F r e r e 
M o u n t a i n i s t h e h i g h e s t i n 
Q u e e n s l a n d a t 1 6 1 5 m e t r e s a n d 
Bel lenden K e r is the second highest . 

B e f o r e s e t t i n g o f f w e w e r e 
introduced to various plants to wa tch 
out for, inc luding the leaves o f the 

S t ing ing Tree and the long canes of 
the Wait -a-whi le P a l m or L a w y e r 
Vine, o f which there were many. Our 
head guide , a naturalist , w a s also 
i n v a l u a b l e for f ind ing the t racks 
and droppings o f the Cassowar ies 
w h i c h l ive in these forests. Thei r 
m o u n d s were enormous , but the big 
shy b i rd w a s not to b e seen. Nei ther 
w a s t h e D i n g o w h o s e f o o t m a r k s 
were r ight on our t racks for a while . 

I t t o o k us a b o u t f i v e h o u r s , 
w a l k i n g m a i n l y a l o n g a n c i e n t 
A b o r i g i n a l t ra i l s , c r o s s i n g s o m e 
m o u n t a i n s t r e a m s , to r e a c h our 
small campsi te at M o o c h o o p a Falls. 
T h e c a n o p y o f t rees is v e r y high, 
m a k i n g the area be low v e r y dark, 
the t racks difficult to fol low and the 
tree roots and but t resses o f fig trees 
ha rd to avoid. 

I spen t a ra ther cool n igh t in a 
h a m m o c k w i t h a s h e e t o f c l e a r 
p las t ic hanging from a line above, 
w h i c h to m y surprise gave complete 
p ro t ec t i on from h o u r s o f pou r ing 
r a i n . T h e m o r n i n g l i g h t c a m e 
s u d d e n l y a n d s t r a i g h t a w a y 
brought out a burst o f birdsongs, the 
l o u d e s t o f c o u r s e f r o m t h e 
Kookabur ra . 

O n t h e third m o r n i n g I w a s left 
beh ind wi th m y gu ide as the others 
rol led u p their h a m m o c k s and left 
for the i r return trip to civilisation. 
D a y three w a s another eventful day. 
W e w a l k e d up and d o w n sl ippery 
t r a c k s l e a d i n g t o b e a u t i f u l 
water fa l l s l ike the Crossove r and 
the Amphi thea t re , at t imes hanging 
o n t o r o o t s a n d b r a n c h e s . 
Unfor tunate ly the wa te r w a s quite 
cool a n d no t inv i t ing for a swim. 
A l o n g the w a y w e s topped to admire 
the profusion o f fungi on the fallen 

Flowering umbrella tree at hake 
Barrine. Photo Betty Lewis. 

t rees . A n interest ing r o c k outcrop 
a l o n g the w i d e and c lear Russe l l 
R ive r w a s our lunch s top. 

In the af ternoon w e located the 
C o o c b i e Fal ls , after s o m e t rouble 
f i n d i n g t h e o v e r g r o w n t r a c k . 
However , our explorat ions were cut 
s h o r t b y h e a v y r a i n w h i c h 
e n c o u r a g e d u s to h u r r y b a c k to 
c a m p at M o o c h o o p a Falls . 

A s m y last day in the Bart le Frere 
rainforest concluded I reflected on 
the quietness o f the forest canopy. 
A p a r t f r o m t h e S u l p h u r - c r e s t e d 
Cocka toos , wh ich were heard quite 
f requent ly , t h e o the r b i r d s k e p t 
quie t during the long per iods o f fine 
mi s t . Occasional ly, the Cocka toos 
w e r e jo ined by Rifle Birds and the 
soft wai l ing o f the Catbird, to leave 
m e wi th a wonderful aural m e m o r y 
o f m y three days in the rainforest. 

Bet ty Lewi s 

Namadgi-Tidbinbilla: High Country History and Heritage 
T h i s i s a c o u r s e b e i n g r u n b y 
C a n b e r r a h i s t o r i a n a n d m e m b e r 
M a t t h e w H i g g i n s a t t h e A N U ' s 
Cen t r e for C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n 
(CCE) . T h e course consists o f three 
evening sess ions and t w o one -day 

bushwa lks . M a k i n g extensive use o f 
s l ides a n d oral h i s to ry t apes , the 
c o u r s e i s d e s i g n e d f o r p e o p l e 
w a n t i n g to k n o w m o r e a b o u t the 
p o s t - s e t t l e m e n t h i s t o r y o f o u r 
beau t i fu l A C T h i g h count ry . T h e 

wa lks visi t some key sites reflecting 
m a j o r t h e m e s in t h e m o u n t a i n s ' 
history. The course is to be run again 
in M a y 1999. F o r detai ls r ing the 
C C E on 6249 3 8 9 1 . 



Walking in history makes a good change 
It's e a sy to de tec t the en thus ias t 
when Phil B u b b talks about walking' 
in Europe . He says that, in his view, 
to confine walking to Austral ia could 
"result only from pover ty or bigotry." 
In an e n t e r t a i n i n g t a lk , he to ld 
m e m b e r s a t t h e J u l y g e n e r a l 
meet ing that walk ing in Europe was 
a p leas ing cont ras t to wa lk ing in 
Austral ia. "I love both," he said. "I 
appreciate the vir tues o f each the 
more because o f the contrast ." 

Phil's talk - on the pleasures o f 
w a l k i n g in E u r o p e and h o w they 
differ from those in Aust ra l ia - was 
a nice ba lance o f anecdote , advice 
a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t . H e a l s o 
brought a wea l th o f maps , guides 
and o ther re ference mater ia l s for 
m e m b e r s to look at. 

Phi l a n d h i s w i f e , L e o n i e , a re 
relat ive n e w c o m e r s to w a l k i n g in 
Europe bu t they have made u p for 
lost t ime. Since their first European 
walk in 1992, they have been back 
four t i m e s a n d h a v e c o m p l e t e d 
w a l k s in F r a n c e , S w i t z e r l a n d , 
Austr ia , N o r w a y and Slovenia . 

O n e o f t h e m a i n d i f f e r e n c e s 
be tween wa lk ing in Austra l ia and 
wa lk ing in Europe is that the first 
is associated with the bush, whereas 
in E u r o p e w a l k i n g is d o n e in a 
context o f history and culture. 

"The walk ing terrain has a human 
history o f tens o f thousands o f years, 
a wri t ten his tory o f a thousand or 
two," Phil said o f Europe . "It has 
b u i l d i n g s , r u i n s a n d f o o t p a t h s 
hundreds o f years old. Each region 
has an individual cul ture developed 
around its farming, and the farms 
are there to sugges t w h a t life was 
l ike before m o d e r n t imes . O n e is 
s u r r o u n d e d b y p l a c e s w h e r e 
Western civilisation w a s formed." 

Other things that m a k e wa lk ing 
in Europe special are: 
• no moun ta ins in Aus t ra l ia have 

the g randeur and beau ty o f the 
Alps 

• the footpaths are wel l s ignposted, 
m a r k e d a n d m a p p e d , a n d 
s o m e t i m e s c o n n e c t o v e r 
t h o u s a n d s o f k i l o m e t r e s a n d 
several countr ies 

• moderately priced accommodat ion 
adapted to w a l k e r s is ava i lab le 
enroute, and reduces what needs 

to be carried to little more than a 
day pack 

• t h e r e i s a c e r t a i n s w e e t n e s s 
represented by the French use o f 
the word douce; Europe is mostly 
green, soft, mois t and seductive. 

Switzer land and Austr ia abound 
in m a r k e d and m a p p e d w a l k i n g 
tracks, and France has 40 000km of 
grandes randonnees. One, fo r 
example , goes from St rasbourg in 
the north along the mountains o f the 
eastern borders o f France to Nice in 
the south - in fact, it is a trans-
European path starting on the coast 
o f the Nether lands. Another trans-
European path starts on the Atlantic 
c o a s t , t r a v e r s e s t h e P y r e n e e s , 
p a s s e s t h r o u g h S w i t z e r l a n d and 
along the spine of Austr ia . "I have 
n o i d e a w h e r e i t e n d s , " Ph i l 
confessed. 

Phil outlined walks in four regions 
as e x a m p l e s o f different w a l k i n g 
exper iences in Europe : moun ta in 
w a l k i n g in Swi t ze r l and , w a l k i n g 
t h r o u g h h is tory in the A u v e r g n e 
district of southern France, a walk 
w i t h m o r e r e c e n t h i s to ry in the 
V o s g n e s M o u n t a i n s o f nor th-eas t 
F r a n c e , and a " spec i a l p l a c e " -
Queyras , near Br iancon, south-east 
o f Grenoble and south-west of Turin, 
where the French border bal loons 
into Italy. 

" W e w a l k e d f r o m a h o t e l in 
Z e r m a t t for s ix d a y s w i t h l i t t le 
recrossing of tracks," Phil said about 
their mountain walking in the Swiss 
Alps . "It was not wilderness but we 
could always see a wildness o f crags 
a n d g l a c i e r s w i t h e v e r y t h i n g 
domina ted by the imposs ib ly real 
Ma t t e rho rn . O n our first day w e 
c l i m b e d 6 0 0 0 fee t to t h e H o r n l i 
Hutte, clinging to the shoulder o f the 
Mat terhorn. 

"In Switzerland, mos t people only 
walk downhil l . They use lifts to go 
up. W h e r e there are no lifts, there 
are few people." 

W h e n Phil and Leonie journeyed 
to the Auvergne in 1992 and walked 
f r o m C h a m o n i x to C l e r m o n t 
Ferrand in the Mass i f Central , they 
d i s c o v e r e d t h e y w e r e on t h e 
"highways o f history". 

"Two kilometres south o f Clermont 
Ferrand, at the plateau o f Gergovie , 

Jul ius Caesar w o n a major bat t le 
a g a i n s t t h e G a u l s l e d b y 
Vercingetorix. It w a s here in 1095 
that Pope Urban preached the First 
C r u s a d e w i t h i t s e n o r m o u s 
consequences for Western history. 
We took a bus to the edge o f town, 
and passed an 11th century fortified 
church where , I l ike to think, the 
sermon w a s delivered." 

N e x t day, t hey pas sed t h r o u g h 
s m a l l v i l l a g e s , a G a l l o - R o m a n 
temple to Mercury , a firing range 
w i t h " d a n g e r o f d e a t h " n o t i c e s 
p r o m i n e n t l y d i s p l a y e d , s h e e p 
grazing in a volcanic crater, and a 
large Romanesque church out of all 
proportion to the small village it was 
in, with "brilliant l ight through its 
arches upon arches ... this wonderful 
p l ace def ied g r a v i t y and e x u d e d 
light." 

In the Vosges Mounta ins of north
e a s t e r n F r a n c e a r e t h e 
e m p l a c e m e n t s , t r e n c h e s , r u i n e d 
a rmamen t s and cemeter ies of the 
wa r s o f this century. A s Phil and 
Leonie walked from a r idge where 
the French and Germans had fought 
a s ta lemated battle for four years in 
World War I, they came on a French 
family picnicking within the walls 
o f a ru ined cas t le and w a n d e r e d 
through beautiful old wine vil lages, 
and, said Phil, life seemed strange 
- tens o f thousands o f Germans now 
l ive in A l s a c e b e c a u s e F r a n c e is 
cheaper and the country is beautiful. 

Q u e y r a s , an i s o l a t e d p l a c e 
surrounded by mounta ins , is one o f 
Phil's favourite p laces in Europe -
an ou t s tand ing natural area that 
does not prec lude vi l lages, tour ism 
or agriculture. A m o n g their walks in 
the area w a s a three-day circuit o f 
Monte Viso , taking them over the 
border into Italy. 

" A l t h o u g h s t e e p , w e c l i m b e d 
q u i c k l y t h r o u g h t h e a l p i n e 
landscape in sunshine a lmost to the 
C o l d e l a T r a v s e r s e t t e on a n 
excellent path. Hannibal is bel ieved 
to have crossed this pass," Phil said, 
adding that w h e n they reached the 
col "our privacy disappeared because 
half o f Italy was p icnicking in the 
sun." 

continued on page 13 



Termeil Coastal Reserves 
A draf t p l a n o f m a n a g e m e n t to 
regulate the use o f one o f the few 
r e m a i n i n g u n d e v e l o p e d c o a s t a l 
areas o f the South Coast o f N S W has 

b e e n f o r m u l a t e d a n d p u b l i c 
c o m m e n t o n i ts i m p a c t h a s b e e n 
requested. 

T h e reserve , to b e n a m e d Termeil 
Coastal Rese rves , ex tends from the 
southern sho re o f Tabour ie Lake to 
the nor thern shore o f Wi l l iga Lake 
a d j a c e n t t o t h e B a w l e y P o i n t 
s e t t l e m e n t . T h e r e s e r v e e x t e n d s 
along the coast l ine for a straight-line 
d i s t a n c e o f 6 . 5 k m a n d h a s a n 
average w i d t h o f 4 0 0 m and an area 
o f 4 3 0 h a . 

Proposals for the declaration o f the 
area as a na t ional park or a reserve 
h a v e b e e n r a i sed over a per iod o f 
s e v e r a l y e a r s b u t h a v e b e e n 
compl ica ted b y the divided control 
o f the land. Par t o f the land is under 
the control o f the Shoa lhaven City 
C o u n c i l , p a r t u n d e r t h e N S W 
D e p a r t m e n t o f L a n d a n d W a t e r 
C o n s e r v a t i o n and t h e r e m a i n d e r 

under the State Forests o f NSW. A 
s t e e r i n g c o m m i t t e e w a s f o r m e d 
m a d e u p o f representa t ives these 
organisations and of N S W Fisheries, 

N S W N a t i o n a l 
Parks a n d W u d l i f e 
S e r v i c e a n d t h e 
U l l a d u l l a L o c a l 
A b o r i g i n a l L a n d 
C o u n c i l . 
C o m m u n i t y v i ews 
w e r e g a i n e d 
f r o m p u b l i c 
mee t ings , wri t ten 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 
two user surveys, a 
m a n a g e m e n t 
f o r u m , i n f o r m a l 
d i s c u s s i o n w i t h 
v a r i o u s g r o u p s 
and from commen t 
on the draft plan. 

I n a d d i t i o n , a 
r e f e r e n c e g r o u p 
w a s f o r m e d 
c o n s i s t i n g o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
f r o m g r o u p s o f 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
h a v i n g c o m m o n 
o b j e c t i v e s . A 
m e e t i n g o f t h i s 
g roup w a s he ld to 
d e v e l o p 
t h e b a s i s f o r 
i d e n t i f y i n g t h e 

values o f the area and for a p lan o f 
management . Despi te the size and 
the diversity of the g roup a good deal 
o f a g r e e m e n t w a s r eached o n the 
impor tance o f the p roposed reserve. 
S u b s e q u e n t l y , n e w s l e t t e r s w e r e 
distr ibuted to report on progress on 
d e v e l o p i n g p r o p o s a l s f o r t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f the reserve. 

In summary, the plan ensures that 
the ma jo r part o f the reserve wi l l 
cont inue to be managed as a natural 
area wi th the fol lowing stipulations: 
• the o n l y access i s t o b e b y t w o 

roads f rom the Pr inces H i g h w a y 
• all o ther vehicle t racks are to b e 

c losed , there is to b e no veh ic l e 
access to the beach and off-road 
vehic le use is to be prohibi ted 

• present use o f pa rk ing areas is to 
f o r m a l i s e d a n d p a r k i n g f e e s 
in t roduced 

• p r i m i t i v e c a m p i n g i s t o b e 

pe rmi t t ed at Termei l H e a d and 
M e r o o Head wi th toi let facilities, 
f i rewood and fireplaces 

• a coastal t rack is to b e formalised 
• sensit ive areas are to b e protected; 
• c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s a r e t o b e 

encouraged to b e c o m e involved in 
the managemen t o f the reserve 

• recreational horse r iding is to b e 
p e r m i t t e d on t r a c k s a n d o n 
beaches below the h igh wate r line 

• Termei l and Meroo L a k e s are no t 
to b e opened to the sea 

• commerc ia l fishing in the lakes is 
to b e permit ted 

• dogs and other smal l pe ts are to 
be prohibi ted. 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s draf t 
m a n a g e m e n t plan shows how, wi th 
the cooperat ion and invo lvement o f 
m a n y diverse public interests, a plan 
that wil l suit mos t can be evolved. 
T h e dec la ra t ion o f t h e a rea as a 
r e s e r v e i n d i c a t e s t h a t p u b l i c 
l o b b y i n g o v e r a l o n g p e r i o d can 
result in the preservation o f a fragile 
a r e a a n d in i ts p r o t e c t i o n f r o m 
deve lopment . 

R e g A l d e r 

Walking in history 
makes a good 
change 
continued from page 12 

O n their descent in to the cloud, 
m e w i th a frisson o f ver t igo as the 
crags at m y feet disappeared into the 
fog" - they came upon a spr ing wi th 
a sign tha t said it w a s the source o f 
the River Po . 

Phil ended his talk w i th succinct 
and comprehens ive advice , rang ing 
from us ing the Internet and wr i t ing 
to l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s r a t h e r t h a n 
nat ional organisat ions in p lanning 
ahead and to a lways ask the pr ice 
o f everything beforehand. 

Phil and Leonie h a v e a wea l th o f 
r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l a s w e l l a s 
exper ience . They are h a p p y to g ive 
advice and information to m e m b e r s 
th ink ing o f walk ing in Eu rope , and 
can be contacted on (02) 6248 6769 . 

G r a e m e W i c k s 

Meroo Beach and Meroo Head from Nuggan 
Point, Termeil Coastal Reserves. 

Photo Reg Alder. 



For this issue of the Bulletin Len 
has drawn his Parkwatch material 
from the Internet instead of from 
periodicals as he has done 
previously. He would welcome 
comment on this initiative. 

Address to the inaugural 
meet ing of the Austra l ian 
Industry Group's Nat ional 
Env ironment Pol icy Group 

B y t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Foundat ion, Peter Garrett . 

I thought you may be interested 
in o u r v i e w o f 10 o f t h e m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t i s sues for the c o m i n g 
year. 

They are: 
1. Protect ing Australia 's coasts and 

marine envi ronments 
2. Sav ing our National Parks and 

W o r l d H e r i t a g e A r e a s - no to 
Jabi luka and no to the threats to 
the Great Barrier R e e f 

3. Hal t ing the clear ing o f the bush 
4. Reforming tax to clean up the air 
5. Accelerat ing greenhouse action. 

Whi le we see the opportuni ty for 
emis s ions t rading, our v iew is 
that first a fair d inkum, target 
driven action to reduce emissions 
in Austra l ia needs to be in place. 

6. Rescuing Australia 's forests from 
f a i l i n g " R e g i o n a l F o r e s t 
Agreements" . 

7. B r ing ing b a c k to life the once 
m i g h t y M u r r a y , D a r l i n g a n d 
S n o w y Rivers . 

8. Don' t put it in our back yards -
cessation of uranium mining and 
r a d i o a c t i v e w a s t e d u m p 
proposals . 

9. T h e p r o p o s e d F e d e r a l 
Env i ronmen t Bil l . W e descr ibe 
this leg is la t ion as b a c k to the 
future, devolving Commonwea l th 
responsibil i t ies to the states, to 
c o m p a n i e s , to ind iv idua l s , bu t 
not to the communi ty and be ing 
highly restrictive in application. 
We are aware that some o f our 
concerns are shared by business . 

1 0 . S t o p p i n g t h e b u r n i n g a n d 
poisoning o f the great rainforests 
and reefs in South Eas t As ia and 
Papua N e w Guinea . 

ACF website: acfonline.org au Feb, 
1999 

N o place for a radioact ive 
was te d u m p : K u p a Piti 
K u n g k a Tjuta Women's G r o u p 
We are Aboriginal women . We were 
born on the earth. Some of us are 
Arabunna women . This is our old 
p e o p l e ' s c o u n t r y - A r a b u n n a 
People 's country. The Billa Kal ina 
region is very important to us. It is 
the place where our grandmothers ' 
g r a n d m o t h e r s l i ved . It w a s o u r 
h o m e until w e were forced to move 
off the lands. 

W e h a v e a l w a y s r e m a i n e d 
c o n n e c t e d to t h e l and a n d t h i s 
connect ion is still s trong. We still 
k n o w where the women 's sites are 
and w e a re c o n c e r n e d t h a t o u r 
women 's sites will be destroyed so 
that when we go back it wil l all b e 
gone. 

W e ' r e t r y i n g h a r d a b o u t t h i s 
rubbish - the radioactive d u m p . We 
don't wan t that - we 've got k ids to 
g row up on the country. 

The Lake Eyre basin and country 
is mi l l ions o f years old and Bi l la 
Kal ina has ancient m o u n d springs. 
We've got underground water, that's 
w h y we're worrying about the water. 
We don' t w a n t the poison from the 
d u m p l e a k i n g in to u n d e r g r o u n d 
water. 

A n d w e ' r e w o r r i e d a b o u t t h e 
animals . W e eat ma lu (kangaroo) , 
kalaya ( emu) , ungkata (frill necked 
l izard), goanna , ngintaka (perente) , 
p o r c u p i n e , k ipa r a (wi ld t u r k e y ) , 
kalamina (blue tongue lizard), kal ta 
(s leepy l izard). We're worr ied that 
a n y o f t hese a n i m a l s , b i r d s wi l l 
b e c o m e p o i s o n e d a n d s o w e ' l l 
b e c o m e poisoned in our turn. 

T h e y s h o u l d l i s t e n t o t h e 
A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e f i r s t . W e 
traditional people really k n o w the 
land. W e are holding the culture for 
the land and for our grandchi ldren. 
We've got the story to the land from 
o u r g r a n d m o t h e r s a n d 
grandfathers , not on paper bu t in 
our heads . W e are the custodiana o f 
this. Th i s poison can never be fixed. 
Tha t is w h y w e are talking s t rongly 
for the land and for the people . 

N g a n a n y a Kulila! Listen to us! 

•Kupa Piti Kungka Tjuta Women's 
Group is based in Coober Pedy and 

is comprised of Aboriginal women 
from the Arabunna, Kokatha, 
AntinKarinya and YanKuntjatjara 
communities of northern South 
Australia. 

ACF Website: acfonline.org.au Feb, 
1999 

Ground-breaking agreement 
m a r k s new era in Austral ian 
Wet lands Conservat ion 

A n u n p r e c e d e n t e d a g r e e m e n t 
i n v o l v i n g rural l a n d h o l d e r s and 
conse rva t ion i s t s a long wi th state 
and federal governments in the jo in t 
managemen t o f significant wet land 
a r e a s c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n f a r m i n g 
p r o p e r t i e s w a s s i g n e d on W o r l d 
W e t l a n d s D a y T u e s d a y 2 n d 
February 1999 in Moree . 

N P A N S W and W W F - A u s t r a l i a 
have facilitated a memorandum o f 
unders tanding that involves listing 
m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f the 
Gwyd i r wet lands , which are about 
500 kilometres north west o f Sydney 
near Moree, under the international 
Ramsar Convent ion on Wetlands. 

Th i s agreement is another step in 
a v e r y i m p o r t a n t p r o c e s s -
c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s e n g a g i n g 
product ively with landholders and 
g o v e r n m e n t s t o d e v e l o p n e w 
approaches to conservat ion. 

T h e G w y d i r we t l ands had been 
dying in recent years due to water 
extraction for irrigation use, weed 
i n v a s i o n a n d c l e a r i n g f o r 
a g r i c u l t u r e , a l l o f w h i c h a r e 
addressed in the M e m o r a n d u m o f 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g . P r e v i o u s l y 
deve loped water sharing rules n o w 
cem en ted t h r o u g h the ag reemen t 
h a v e a l ready y ie lded results wi th 
the return of ha l f a mil l ion breeding 
waterbirds to the wet lands over this 
summer. 

The landholders wil l also continue 
to benefit from flood induced pasture 
for their l ivestock. T h e s tewardship 
of the sheep and cat t le producers 
w h o o w n the l a n d is c o n s i d e r e d 
c e n t r a l to m a i n t a i n i n g t h e 
conservation va lues o f the wetlands. 

From the Nswnpa website 
www.nswnpa.cjb.net Feb, 1999. 

http://acfonline.org
http://acfonline.org.au
http://www.nswnpa.cjb.net


Some thoughts about the PARKWATCH 
Historic decis ion b y Newcas t l e 
City Counci l : Bora l on Not i ce -
Stop W o o d c h i p p i n g 

10 Februa ry 1999 

T h e Wilderness Society s t rongly 
supports the historic Resolu t ion o f 
t h e N e w c a s t l e C i t y C o u n c i l las t 
n ight to cont inue its commi tmen t to 
c e a s e c o m m e r c i a l d e a l i n g s w i t h 
Boral and applauds the extension o f 
t h i s p r i n c i p l e to i n c l u d e a l l 
companies woodchipp ing our native 
forests. 

"Newcast le City Council is leading 
t h e w o r l d in i t s p u r s u i t o f 
E c o l o g i c a l l y S u s t a i n a b l e 
Deve lopmen t (ESD) , and i s put t ing 
i n t o a c t i o n w h a t t o o m a n y 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s h a v e lef t a s j u s t 
words , " s ta ted Wilderness Soc ie ty 
spokesperson Glen Klatovsky. 

T h e first par t o f the Resolut ion is 
as fol lows: 

W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h o s e 
ma t te r s c o m i n g wi th in t h e Loca l 
Governmen t Tendering Regulat ion, 
Council confirms its decision to have 
no n e w direct commercia l deal ings 
w i t h a n y c o m m e r c i a l e n t i t y 
(mcluding Boral) which, in Council 's 
view, has a significant invo lvement 
in the woodch ipp ing o f Aust ra l ian 
nat ive forests. 

"Boral, and all the woodch ipp ing 
companies in Australia, h a v e been 
put on not ice . T h e communi ty will 
act to end this industry, the mos t 
u n p o p u l a r i ndus t ry in Aus t r a l i a . 
The precedent has been set. 

"This Resolut ion paves the w a y for 
m a n y o t h e r C o u n c i l s a n d 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , b o t h p u b l i c a n d 
private, to pursue the c o m m o n goal 
o f e n d i n g t h e w o o d c h i p p i n g o f 
Australia 's nat ive forests. Bora l has 
had t w o opportunit ies to account for 
their pract ices in nat ive forests in 
front o f the publ ic j u r y that is N C C , 
and failed abysmally. It is n o w t ime 
for Boral to b e c o m e responsible and 
accountable . 

Wilderness Society Website: 
www.wilderness.org.au Feb, 1999. 

C o m p i l e d by L e n H a s k e w 

PALM report 
A review of the P lanning and Land 
M a n a g e m e n t Group ( P A L M ) within 
t h e A C T D e p a r t m e n t o f U r b a n 
S e r v i c e s w a s c o m p l e t e d b y 
c o n s u l t a n t s E r n s t a n d Y o u n g in 
N o v e m b e r 1998 and w a s cons idered 
b y t h e L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y in 
D e c e m b e r . T h i s n o t e d o e s n o t 
a t t e m p t to e v a l u a t e t h e r e p o r t ; 
ra ther i t seeks to d raw at tent ion to 
w h a t a r e s e e n as d i s t u r b i n g 
d i r e c t i o n s p r o p o s e d b y t h e 
consultants . T h e fol lowing extracts 
f rom the repor t i l lustrate s o m e o f 
t hese c o n c e r n s . Sec t ion re fe rence 
number s are shown in brackets . 

T h e repor t emphas ises the need 
for P A L M to facili tate inves tmen t 
and development . " P A L M needs to 
i m p r o v e i t s p e r f o r m a n c e i n t h e 
fo l lowing k e y area(s): deve lop ing an 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l cu l tu re o f c l e a r l y 
m e e t i n g c u s t o m e r s ' n e e d s , in 
p a r t i c u l a r p r o v i d i n g a l e v e l o f 
s e r v i c e w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e s to 
investment confidence and economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t w h i l s t m a i n t a i n i n g 
ecological sustainability and quali ty 
deve lopment goals ." (1.1) 

A n i n c r e a s e i n t h e d e c i s i o n 
m a k i n g authori ty o f P A L M staff is 
recommended . "PALM'S stakeholder 
groups have differing and at t imes 
compet ing interests. In m a n y cases 
there wil l b e clearly differentiated 
winners and losers. It needs to be 
accepted that PALM'S role centres 
a r o u n d t h i s n e e d to a s s e s s and 
balance compet ing interests." (2.2.1) 
" P A L M n e e d s t o c r e a t e an 
a t m o s p h e r e w h e r e staff h a v e the 
appropriate skills and the authori ty 
to take decisions." (2 .2 .1) 

It is r e c o m m e n d e d that the 1996 
decision o f the Legislat ive A s s e m b l y 
t o w i d e n t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d n o t i f i c a t i o n b e 
over turned. "Options for achieving 
e f f i c i e n c i e s : r e d u c e b y 2 0 % t h e 
n u m b e r o f b u i l d i n g and . 
deve lopment applicat ions requir ing 
p u b l i c / n e i g h b o u r n o t i f i c a t i o n . " 
(8 .6 .1) 

T h e report recommends options for 
r e d u c i n g C o m m o n w e a l t h 
invo lvement in Territory planning. 
"Al ign the Terri tory and Nat iona l 
Capital Plans and have the Territory 
a d m i n i s t e r b o t h on b e h a l f o f the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h . " " R a t i o n a l i s e 
d e s i g n a t e d a r ea s in t h e P l a n to 
r e d u c e t h e n e e d fo r r e f e r r a l o f 
applicat ions to the Nat ional Capital 
Authori ty." (8.6.1) 

I n o r d e r to s t r e a m l i n e t h e 
p l a n n i n g and l and m a n a g e m e n t 
sys tem, the report suggests that the 
specificity o f the Territory Plan b e 
reduced . "Refine the Territory P lan 
to w iden the acceptable land uses in 
zones to m a x i m u m extent." "Remove 
site specific land use policies." (8.6.1) 

T h e repor t proposes the option o f 
r e d u c i n g t h e s c r u t i n y o f t h e 
Legislative Assembly over variations 
to the Terri tory Plan. "Where a P lan 
va r i a t ion i s requi red , the p rocess 
c o u l d b e s h o r t e r w i t h t h e f ina l 
decis ion rest ing wi th the Minister. 
T h i s w o u l d r e m o v e t h e c u r r e n t 
r e q u i r e m e n t in the l eg i s la t ion to 
r e f e r t h e d ra f t to a n A s s e m b l y 
Commi t t ee for inquiry and report . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , w h i l s t u n d e r t h e 
p r o p o s e d n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s t h e 
va r i a t i on w o u l d b e t a b l e d in t h e 
A s s e m b l y fo r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o f 
m e m b e r s , it wou ld no t b e open to 
d i s a l l o w a n c e as i s c u r r e n t l y t h e 
case."(8.3.3.1 Table 8) 

T h e r e p o r t s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e 
r e q u i r e m e n t f o r d e v e l o p m e n t 
a p p l i c a t i o n s , w i t h t h e a t t e n d a n t 
p r o c e s s e s , b e r e d u c e d . " C r e a t e 
c a t e g o r i e s o f ' a s o f r i g h t ' 
d e v e l o p m e n t f o r l e s s c o m p l e x 

p roposa l s In t roduce m i n o r lease 
va r i a t ion process for app l i ca t ions 
w h e r e p r o p o s e d uses a re ent i re ly 
consis tent wi th all requi rements o f 
the Territory Plan for specific areas." 
(8 .6 .1) 

W h i l s t a t t a inmen t o f e f f ic iency 
w i t h i n t h e g r o u p , u p d a t i n g o f 

continued on page 18 
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Book Reviews 
Canberra's Historic Houses; 
Dwellings and Ruins of the 19th 
century. 
by Graeme Barrow, Dagraja PresB, 
1998. RRP: $24.95 

T h e first i m p r e s s i o n this b o o k 
g ives is that it i s wel l presented , 
w i t h q u a l i t y paper , c l e a r c o l o u r 
photographs , and easy to read text. 
It will appeal both to readers w h o 
will s imply sk im through, look at 
the photographs and scan the text, 
and to t h o s e w h o have a deepe r 
in teres t in bu i ld ings and history. 
S o m e o f this latter group m a y wish 
to follow u p references for particular 
bu i ld ings in the footnotes sect ion 
towards the end o f the book . 

The reader is g iven an overview 
o f 50 dwe l l ings and ru ins in the 
A C T , c o m p l e t e w i t h c o l o u r 
p h o t o g r a p h s a n d h i s t o r i c a l 
s u m m a r i e s . To m y su rp r i se , the 
ve ry first bu i ld ing to be described 
is E lm Grove , w h i c h m y son and his 
p a r t n e r r e n t e d fo r t h r e e y e a r s 
before m o v i n g d o w n to the coast to 
bui ld their o w n home . Buil t in 1882, 
and n o w s lowly deteriorating, it is 
u n l i k e l y t o b e r e t a i n e d w h e n 
G u n g a h l i n d e v e l o p m e n t r e a c h e s 
this property. 

T h e five-page in t roduc t ion sets 
t h e b u i l d i n g s in the i r h i s to r i ca l 
con tex t f rom the d i scovery o f the 
L i m e s t o n e P la ins in 1821 to the 
early years o f this century However, 
the author does no t restrict h imse l f 
s i m p l y t o h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s a n d 
technical descr ipt ions. H e laments 
the l imited protect ion and funding 
f o r o u r b u i l t h e r i t a g e , g i v e s 
e x a m p l e s w h e r e o f f i c i a ldom h a s 
n e g l e c t e d or d e s t r o y e d bu i ld ings 
tha t ought to have been preserved, 
and urges those w h o care never to 
lose their v igi lance. A very useful 
feature is that each place is related 
t o t h e R e g i s t e r o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
Estate, the Inter im Heri tage Places 
R e g i s t e r , t h e H e r i t a g e P l a c e s 
Regis ter and the Nat ional Trust. 

T h e b o o k comprehens ive ly covers 
a w i d e range o f bui ld ings , from the 
large and grand such as Lanyon and 
Dunt roon , to the small and humble 
s u c h as B r a y s h a w ' s h u t and the 
Tennent homes tead . S o m e may b e 

surprised that so m u c h remains o f 
our pre-Federat ion heri tage. 

A frustration I felt go ing through 
t h e b o o k w a s i n n o t k n o w i n g 
p r ec i s e ly w h e r e e a c h bu i ld ing or 
ruin was , or whe ther it is possible 
to pay a visit . Admi t t ed ly some are 
on private proper ty and not open to 
the publ ic , bu t o the rs such as S t 
John's Schoolhouse are available for 
i n s p e c t i o n , a n d s o m e de ta i l s on 
access wou ld have been we lcome . 

In all, this book provides a useful 
summary o f our 19th century bui l t 
heri tage, and will b e o f interest to 
those o f us w h o live in the ACT, as 
wel l as visi tors. 

G r a h a m Scully 

Explore the Australian alps. By the 
Austral ian Alps Liaison Commit tee . 
N e w Hol l and Publ i shers , Sydney, 
1998. R R P $29.95 . 

Subti t led a Touring Guide to the 
Australian Alps National Park, this 
is a very attractive book . It is large 
( A 4 size and wi th near ly 180 pages) , 
p r in t ed on a g l o s s y p a p e r w h i c h 
e n h a n c e s t e x t , m a p s a n d 
photographs . Indeed given a hard 
c o v e r i t w o u l d fu l f i l a l l t h e 
requirements o f a 'coffee table ' book. 

Explore the Australian alps is 
o b v i o u s l y a i m e d a t p e o p l e w h o 
primarily tour b y car and w h o do not 
h a v e a de ta i led k n o w l e d g e o f the 
area. Never theless , it provides good 
reading for those w h o k n o w the area 
wel l . 

T h e book gives a comprehens ive 
o v e r v i e w o f t h e r e g i o n . N a t u r a l 

history, inc lud ing geology, e co logy 
a n d f lo ra and f auna , is t r e a t e d 
tho rough ly . T h e r e is a l so a g o o d 
section on cultural h is tory detail ing 
b o t h A b o r i g i n a l a n d E u r o p e a n 
inf luences on the l andscape . T h e 
hydro schemes are well documented, 
as is the plea for the conservation o f 
cultural heritage. 

B y far the greater part o f the book 
is taken u p wi th the "grand tour" 
w h i c h t a k e s t h e d r i v e r a n d 
passengers through the major alpine 
parks commenc ing in Gippsland at 
L ico la and concluding in the A C T at 
Tharwa . The tour is divided into six 
sections so it is quite easy to choose 
an appropriate tr ip. 

Al l tours have a similar format, 
wi th the main highlights ment ioned 
( the tour in a nutshel l ) fol lowed b y 
indicat ions o f distance, travel t ime, 
road condit ions (and caut ions) , the 
appropriate season for the trip, the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f u e l , f o o d a n d 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n as w e l l a s a n 
indication o f national parks camping 
areas. 

Then follows a very well detai led 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e t r i p a n d 
intermediate dis tances. Impor tant 
scen ic h igh l igh t s are po in t ed ou t 
and, in addit ion, coloured sidebars 
on each p a g e g i v e fur ther de ta i l 
about points o f interest and these 
a r e o f t e n a c c o m p a n i e d b y a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e p h o t o g r a p h . T h e 
detai led descript ions, together wi th 
the excel lent m a p s would make i t 
ha rd for anyone to miss the road. 

Each of these "grand tour" sections 
is a ccompan ied b y further detai ls 
about interest ing s ide tr ips w h i c h 
take you deeper into the parks. To 
m e t h i s i s t h e b o o k ' s g r e a t e s t 
s t rength , encourag ing vis i tors o f f 
the ma in roads and giving them an 
i n t i m a t e l o o k at t h e a r e a b e i n g 
travelled. The division o f these s ide 
t r i p s as s u i t e d to 2 W D o r 4 W D 
v e h i c l e s enab les d r ive rs to m a k e 
appropriate choices . Once again the 
m a p s (at least for 2 W D ) are qui te 
adequate, al though those taking the 
4 W D might find it wise to take a long 
m o r e information. A s far as I could 
t e l l , t h e d e s c r i p t i o n s a r e q u i t e 

continued on page 17 



Car camping 1930s style 
For many years car camping has 
been a feature of NPA outings 
programs, with some notable 
leaders such as Ian Currie and Len 
Haskew willing to dream up ideas 
and to keep the unruly in order. 
These camps have attracted a 
variety of accommodation - tents, 
trailers, campers and vans - but 
none, to my mind, quite as 
fascinating as the camping trailer 
devised by Olive Buckman's father 
in the early 30s when her family 
camped regularly in a farm on the 
Welsh coast. Towed by the car owned 
by Olive's grandmother, the trailer 
provided an early and ingenious 
solution to the situation we now are 
able to address from a range of 
vehicles available from the 
showroom floor. Olive's photos and 
an extract from her book, Life is a 
Moun ta in , tell the story. 1 

" A d e a d - e n d r o a d r a n i n t o t h e 
s a n d h i l l s a n d a f a r m e r a n d h i s 
daughter were friends o f the family, 
so tha t w e often h a d the a r e a to 
ou r se lve s w h e n c a m p i n g t h e r e . I 
used to s leep on the b a c k seat o f the 
car, s o m e in a tent, and four in Dad 's 
trailer. A s a lways , yea r s a h e a d o f 
his t ime , h e inven ted and m a d e a 
' t e n t - a - v a n ' . W h e n c l o s e d i t 
m e a s u r e d abou t s ix feet long , four 

or five feet wide and abou t t w o feet 
d e e p . T h e ' l id ' w a s in t w o par t s , 
h inged a long the s ides and at an 
a n g l e o f for ty- f ive d e g r e e s . T h e y 
m e t at the top. A t the shor t ends 
were double hinged pieces, dropping 
down to form a step w h e n open , and 
mee t ing the sides w h e n closed. Wi th 
all our gear in, it w a s ra ther l ike an 
oblong house with sloping roof w h e n 
ready for towing. O n c e opened, the 

A family group standing in front of 
the camping trailer at the Welsh 

farm in 1932. Olive is second from 
the left. Photo courtesy of 

Olive Buckman. 

The camping trailer opened and in 
use, 1932. Photo courtesy of 

Olive Buckman. 

two par ts o f the l id came down and 
w e r e fixed hor izontal ly out from the 
s ides o f the box base . F r a m e w o r k 
then he ld a canvas cover in a tent 
shape over the w h o l e thing, so that 
two people could sleep on the bot tom 
o f t h e b o x a n d t w o o n t h e s i d e 
extensions. D u r i n g t h e day a folding 
table w a s erected in the b o x and w e 
sat a long the sides." 

Olive B u c k m a n 

Book Reviews 
accurate , bu t I suppose this should 
come as no surprise, as the book w a s 
compiled by staff from both state and 
territory national park services as 
well as the Austral ian Alps Lia ison 
C o m m i t t e e a n d the B i o d i v e r s i t y 
Group o f Envi ronment Austral ia. 

A l s o i n c l u d e d a re a p p r o p r i a t e 
c a u t i o n a r y n o t e s f o r d r i v e r s , 
w a l k e r s a n d c a m p e r s . ( D e t a i l e d 
t r a c k n o t e s fo r w a l k e r s a r e n o t 
i nc luded in the b o o k - sugges t ed 
w a l k s a r e e i t h e r l i s t e d i n t h e 
s ideba r s or m e n t i o n e d in a t ab l e 
s h o w i n g c a m p i n g a r e a s a n d 
facilit ies). 

A bibl iography, and sugges t ions 
f o r f u r t h e r r e a d i n g a r e a l s o 
included. I w a s surprised to see that 
N P A ' s F i e l d G u i d e s w e r e n o t 
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inc luded in this reading fist. 
W h i l e K o s c i u s k o H u t s 

A s s o c i a t i o n , q u i t e r i g h t l y , w a s 
m e n t i o n e d in r e g a r d t o h u t 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , s a d l y o u r N P A 
init iat ives were not men t ioned in 
the art icles on the Yerrabi Track, 
t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f O r r o r a l 
H o m e s t e a d or the B o b o y a n P ines 
Project. 

I n g e n e r a l , t h e p h o t o g r a p h s 
th roughout the book are excel lent 
and in the main wel l presented. 

Explore the australian alps is a 
b o o k w e l l w o r t h r e a d i n g ( a n d 
o w n i n g ) and w o u l d m a k e a v e r y 
a c c e p t a b l e g i f t t o s o m e o n e 
c o n t e m p l a t i n g all o r p a r t o f the 
"grand tour". 

L e n H a s k e w 

R u r a l Res ident ia l 
D e v e l o p m e n t in. the A C T 
continued from page 10 

Governmen t . T h e discussion p a p e r 
identifies p rob lems associated wi th 
each o f the p roposed sites bu t these 
p rob lems are no t w o r k e d through, 
la rgely because there is a lack o f 
r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n . F u r t h e r 
discussion o f the val idi ty o f these 
s e l e c t i o n s c a n n o t p r o c e e d i n t h e 
absence o f this information. 

Conservat ion Counc i l 
conclus ion 

The Conservation Council submission 
conc ludes b y express ing a lack o f 
confidence in the discussion paper and 
finds that there are too many problems 
and inequalities associated with the 
current proposal to support it. 

Syd Comfor t 



Where I come from 
I never truly appreciated the hills 
and ranges of Canberra until I went 
to live in Adela ide . 

I had worked at an outdoor job in 
Canberra for three years . For most 
o f that t ime I was in sight o f the 
ranges. I spent several days in the 
B r i n d a b e l l a s and s e v e r a l in the 
Tidbinbil la Valley. There were some 
road j o b s on the Boboyan Road. I 
r emember driving to the summits o f 
Coree , One Tree and Tennent. I do 
no t recal l a d m i r i n g the v i e w or 
p o n d e r i n g the w o n d e r s of na ture 
d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s . T h e r e w a s 
a lways a j o b to do and during lunch 
b r e a k s I p l a y e d e u c h r e w i t h 
the men. 

T h e n , w o r k i n g in Ade l a ide , the 
locals insisted I marvel at the beauty 
and majesty o f the hills within sight 
of their city. I agreed, diplomatically, 
a n d d id n o t p o i n t o u t t h e 
de t r imenta l effect o f the quarr ies 
and orchards on their slopes. But 
w h e n I f l ew h o m e for my f i r s t 
holiday, the plane c a m e in from the 
south. I had a good v iew o f the hills 
and ranges to the west and south o f 
C a n b e r r a . I rea l i sed I should be 
telling the South Austra l ians about 
the hills around my home . 

A few yea r s la ter I re turned to 
work in Canberra - still in the field. 
I kept a closer eye on the ranges. I 

Some thoughts 
about the PALM 
report continued from page 15 

p r o c e d u r e s to k e e p a b r e a s t o f 
changing practice and the provision 
o f p r o m p t s e r v i c e a re d e s i r a b l e 
objectives, it is important that these 
g o a l s a r e n o t a c h i e v e d at the 
e x p e n s e o f a c c o u n t a b i l i t y and 
protection of the public interest, or 
by distortion of the balance between 

| d e v e l o p m e n t p r e s s u r e s a n d 
I c o m m u n i t y and e n v i r o n m e n t 

i n t e r e s t s . T h i s c a u t i o n is 
particularly relevant to the A C T at 
the present t ime when the Territory 
is fac ing a changed and difficult 
economic situation. 

Syd Comfort 

became more appreciative. I spent 
t ime at the dams on the Cotter. I 
visited many o f the trig stations on 
the mountain peaks. I often worked 
into the evening - seeing the sunset 
behind the hills - before driving back 
to town. I camped on Bimberi for two 
periods o f several days each. 

In recent years, I've jo ined a few 
Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion walks 
i n t o t h e m o u n t a i n s . T h e s e a re 
chal lenging and instructive outings. 
I still have a good deal to learn about 
this part of the Canberra district. I 
l ike to look back at Canberra from a 
m o u n t a i n p e a k a n d i d e n t i f y 
landmarks in the city. (I also enjoy 
ly ing in a hot bath at the end o f 
these days.) 

However , I confess to preferring to 
s p e n d m y S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n s 
support ing m y old rugby union club 
d o i n g ba t t l e wi th the C a n b e r r a 
t e a m s in the local compe t i t i on . I 
don't sit in the grandstand. I like to 
w a t c h the g a m e w a l k i n g up and 
down the far touchline. And when 
things go against m y team (alas, a 
regular occurrence these days), I do 
n o t g a z e h e a v e n w a r d s . I l o o k 
t o w a r d s t h e r a n g e s a n d f ind 
solace there. 

I recently had a five-week period 
of recupera t ion at h o m e after an 
operat ion. I date the turning point 

in m y r e c o v e r y as t h e d a y I 
a n t i c i p a t e d d o c t o r ' s o r d e r s and 
shuffled several hundred metres to 
a point from where I could see the 
w e s t e r n and s o u t h e r n h o r i z o n s . 
M o r e than m o s t peop le , I should 
have an affinity for that country. 

My maternal grandfather was a 
dedicated trout f isherman. During 
the 1930s (before I was born) he and 
h i s t w o s o n s ( m y u n c l e s ) w e r e 
regular visitors to the Brindabel las . 
T h e y t r a v e l l e d u p f rom S y d n e y , 
t h r o u g h C a n b e r r a , b e y o n d 
Br indabe l l a S ta t ion to K o o r a b r i . 
They camped and fished along the 
Goodradigbee River. 

M y mother and her mother were 
not interested in fishing or camping. 
O n t h e o u t w a r d j o u r n e y m y 
grandfather delivered them to Hotel 
B u n d a n o o n a n d w h i l e t h e m e n 
fished the w o m e n enjoyed the social 
life o f the S o u t h e r n H i g h l a n d s : 
d i n i n g , d a n c i n g , t e n n i s , s e d a t e 
bushwalks . 

One year, my father's family came 
up from Sydney to have a holiday at 
Bundanoon. M y parents met . 

I owe my very existence to the call 
of the Brindabellas . 

A new m e m b e r 

Just before returning to the USA, Esther Gallant enjoyed a car camp at 
Mount Clear with NPA members. Esther from Minnesota, a member of the 

Sierra Club, spent nine months in 1998 at the ANU and addressed the 
November meeting of the NPA. Left to right, Col McAlister, Max Lawrence, 
Reg Alder, Fiona Brand, Len Haskew, Bonny Fox, Laurie Adams, Esther 

Gallant. Photo Barrie Ridgway. 



M a r c h Apr i l M a y J u n e 

Calendar 

Committee Meeting Tues 30 

Gudgenby Regeneration 1 Sat 27 

Easter Monday 

World Environment Day 

Bulletin Working Group 2 

Canberra A C T Alive 3 Mon 15 

General Meeting Thur 18 

Environment Sub-committee 4 

F u r t h e r Detai ls 
1 - E leanor Stodart 6281 5004 

2 - Syd Comfor t 6286 2578 

General meetings 

N e w members 
Michae l Kearns , K a m b a h 
Bever ley Shallcross, Wee tangera 
Ela in Herlihy, K a m b a h 
Els W y n e n and David Vanzett i , F lynn 
Richard & Judi th Miller, Geary's G a p 

Thur 6 Thur 3 

Mon 5 

Sat 5 

Tues 13 

T h u r 1 5 Thur 20 T h u r 1 7 

Thurs 8 Thurs 13 Thurs 10 

3 - Out ings Program 
4 - Nevi l le Esau 6286 4176 

Australians for an 
Ecologically 
Sustainable 
Population 
(Canberra Branch) 
A s its n a m e suggests , Aust ra l ians 
fo r an E c o l o g i c a l l y S u s t a i n a b l e 
Popula t ion (AESP) is dedica ted to 
the a d v o c a c y o f a popu la t ion size 
c o m m e n s u r a t e w i t h A u s t r a l i a ' s 
r e s o u r c e b a s e . A E S P w a s 
inaugura ted in 1988 in the be l i e f 
t ha t ove r -popu la t ion in Aus t r a l i a 
and e l sewhere w a s the major cause 
o f a c c e l e r a t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d e g r a d a t i o n . A E S P is f u n d e d b y 
donat ions and member sh ip fees and 
seeks to p romote awareness o f the 
ex ten t and impl ica t ions o f wor ld 
w i d e a n d A u s t r a l i a n p o p u l a t i o n 
growth b y means o f publ ic meet ings , 
c o n f e r e n c e s , s u b m i s s i o n s to 
gove rnmen t , press s ta tements and 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f a q u a r t e r l y 
newslet ter . 

W i t h s t a t i s t i c s s h o w i n g a w o r l d 
p o p u l a t i o n o f 2.5 b i l l ion in 1950 , 
rapidly approach ing 6 bi l l ion n o w 
a n d s t i l l g r o w i n g , a n d w i t h 
Austra l ia hav ing the second-fastest 
growth rate o f any developed nat ion, 
A E S P advocates lower immigra t ion 
rates whilst rejecting selection based 
on race . 

A E S P supports conservat ion groups 
in the m a n y issues on wh ich they 
focus bu t c la ims that if w e cannot 
stabilise, let a lone reverse , h u m a n 
popula t ion growth, all our efforts to 
preserve the envi ronment will in the 
end b e futile. 

A u s t r a l i a n s fo r an E c o l o g i c a l l y 
Susta inable Popula t ion Inc. 

Websi te : 
h t tp ://www.teknet. au/ ~ aespnat 

C a n b e r r a B r a n c h : P O B o x 3 3 4 5 , 
M a n u k a A C T 2603 

Tel: (02) 6286 5318 

Fax: (02) 6286 5424 

Emai l : c r se t t@ozemai l . com.au 

Phyl G o d d a r d 

Held in Forestry House, Yarralumla, commencing at 8.00pm. 

T h u r s d a y 18 M a r c h . T h e trouble wi th be ing green. Bruce Ford , Head 
o f Conservat ion, Nat ional Gallery o f Austral ia , and Dr Kelv in Officer, o f 
Nav in Officer Her i tage Consul tants , have been moni to r ing the rock art 
shel ter know n as Nursery S w a m p II to determine the environmenta l factors 
leading to a virulent green lichen that threatens to obscure and eventual ly 
obli terate the Abor iginal paint ings on the rock face. The w o r k w a s funded 
b y a grant from A C T Heri tage obtained by NPA and w a s described by Graeme 
W i c k s in the Sep tember Bulletin. W e will hear something further o f their 
w o r k and h o w they d iscovered a major natural l imit ing factor on the growth 
o f l ichen wh ich m a y lead, in the future, to a ve ry low impac t conservat ion 
intervent ion. 

T h u r s d a y 15 Apri l . Prepar ing for the 2 0 0 0 State of the Env ironment 
Repor t . J o e Baker, Commiss ioner for the Env i ronment in the ACT, wil l 
d i scuss the par t icular cha l lenges assoc ia ted w i th the defini t ion o f the 
e n v i r o n m e n t in the E n v i r o n m e n t P ro tec t ion A c t 1997 (wh ich w a s n o t 
avai lable w h e n he last ta lked to the N P A ) . A s wi th our 1997 report , w e will 
b e cover ing the Austra l ian Capital Region w h i c h comprises the A C T plus 17 
sur rounding local gove rnmen t authorities o f NSW. M u c h benefit has been 
gained from the public workshop in December 1998 that looked at the issues 
and indicators that should be included in the report . Joe wil l refer to the 
ou tcomes o f that workshop . 

T h u r s d a y 2 0 May. Jabi luka. A n n a Reynolds , Nat ional Lia ison Officer, 
Aus t ra l ian Conservat ion Foundat ion, wil l p rovide us wi th an update on 
u r a n i u m m i n i n g in A u s t r a l i a , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h r e g a r d t o K a k a d u 
Nat iona l Park . 

T h u r s d a y , 17 J u n e . V i s i o n s f o r t h e N e w M i l l e n n i u m . A s e n i o r 
representa t ive o f the N S W National Parks and Wttdlife Service wil l talk on 
the ou tcomes o f the v is ions for the N e w Mi l l enn ium process and current 
p lans for parks in the south-east o f NSW. 

http://www.teknet
mailto:crsett@ozemail.com.au
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New members welcome 
Appl i ca t ion form enc losed 

An NPA group at Brayshaw's Hut. Photo Graeme Wicks. 
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