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Annual Report 1997-98 
T h e las t 12 m o n t h s h a s seen the 
Na t iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion o f the 
A C T i n v o l v e d in a r a n g e o f 
a c t i v i t i e s , s o m e , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
m o n t h l y g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s w i t h 
gues t speakers , ou t ings p r o g r a m , 
B u l l e t i n p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
p r o m o t i o n a l d i s p l a y s h a v e b e e n 
ongoing, bu t n e w issues have arisen 
to offer n e w challenges. 

T h e N P A is m a n a g e d b y a 
c o m m i t t e e w h i c h m e t 13 t i m e s 
dur ing the year and m a d e decisions 
on organisat ion, priorit ies, funding 
a n d e x p e n d i t u r e . M u c h o f t h e 
a c t i v i t y o f t h e N P A t a k e s p l a c e 
e l sewhere . This year, in the context 
o f a na t ive title c la im over N a m a d g i 
Nat iona l Park, the N a m a d g i Sub­
c o m m i t t e e l o o k e d a t t h e 
requi rement for a research paper on 
jo in t management o f national parks. 
T h e sub-commit tee c o m m e n t e d on 
drafts and m e t the author, D e r m o t 
S m y t h , f o r d i s c u s s i o n s a n d t h e 
resul t ing paper titled "Nourishing 
N a m a d g i " i s n o w a v a i l a b l e . 
Informat ive briefings b y N a m a d g i 
rangers were regularly g iven to the 

A t t h e associat ion 's wel l -a t tended 
a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g h e l d at 
Fores t ry House on 20 A u g u s t , the 
fo l lowing office-bearers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

Pres ident : Clive Hurlstone 
Vice President: vacant 
Tmmp.Hiflr.fi Pas t President : 
Eleanor Stodart 
Secretary: Max Lawrence 
Treasurer : Mike Smith. 

"YVonne Bartos , Len Haskew, Dav id 
P fanner and T i m o t h y Wal sh w e r e 
elected as committee members . Clive 
Hurls tone 's report for the 1997-98 
y e a r i s r e p r i n t e d in ful l in t h i s 
bullet in. 

T h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f r e t i r i n g 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , S t e p h e n Johnston  
J o h n s t o n and R o b i n M i l l e r w e r e 
r e c o g n i s e d i n a m o t i o n o f 

s u b - c o m m i t t e e w i t h d i s c u s s i o n 
f o l l o w i n g on s u c h i t e m s as p a r k 
access , the c a m p i n g strategy, t h e 
Lunar Laser Station, the harvest ing 
o f Boboyan pines and the Gudgenby 
Val ley Bush Regenera t ion Project . 

T h e Envi ronment sub-commit tee 
t o o k o n t h e m a j o r s h a r e o f o u r 
conservat ion and land use p lann ing 
i s s u e s . T h e N P A r e s p o n d e d t o a 
Draft Wil low M a n a g e m e n t Strategy 
for the A C T and w e continued our 
collaboration wi th the Conservat ion 
Counci l wi th responses to the Draft 
Variation to the Territory Plan No.89 
(Boundaries o f Mur rumbidgee and 
Molonglo River Corr idors) and the 
Draft Plan o f M a n a g e m e n t for the 
L o w e r Molonglo R ive r Corridor. 

I s s u e s in n e a r b y N S W l e d t o 
submissions on the Per isher Range 
Vil lage Master P lan Envi ronmenta l 
I m p a c t S t a t e m e n t , an a c c e s s 
s t ra tegy for N S W nat iona l p a r k s 
and draft plans o f m a n a g e m e n t for 
the Brogo Wilderness and Tinderry 
Nature Reserve . In Apr i l and M a y 
sub-commit tee m e m b e r s a t tended 
p u b l i c h e a r i n g s o n t h e P e r i s h e r 

appreciation and all members o f the 
committee were roundly thanked for 
the i r w o r k o v e r t h e pas t year . In 
presenting the financial s tatements 
f o r t h e y e a r t o 3 0 J u n e 1 9 9 8 , 
T r e a s u r e r M i k e S m i t h , r e p o r t e d 
that the year had been a satisfactory 
one and that the associat ion was in 
a s o u n d p o s i t i o n a i d e d b y t h e 
generous donat ions o f members . 

Member , John Webster , then gave 
an i n t e r e s t i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n on 
Flinders Island wh ich he had visited 
l as t February , a n d s t imu la t ed a 
l i v e l y d i s c u s s i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y 
amongs t those m e m b e r s who k n e w 
t h e i s l a n d . A d r i e n n e N i c h o l s o n  
hosted a mos t enjoyable g luhwien Adrienne Nicholson  
supper during wh ich w e agreed that 
A G M s aren't so bad after all. 

Syd Comfort 

V i l l a g e P l a n in S y d n e y a n d 
Berr idale . 

C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s m e t w i t h Dr Colin Adrian 
d i r e c t o r D r C o l i n A d r i a n a n d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f E n v i r o n m e n t 
A C T on a n u m b e r o f occas ions to 
discuss a range o f mat ters mc lud ing 
the na t ive title c la im on A C T parks , 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t p l a n p r o c e s s , 
m o u n t a i n b i k e u s e a n d t h e 
e x t e n s i o n o f h o r s e a c c e s s i n 
Canberra Nature Park. Delegat ions 
also m e t wi th Ch ie f Min i s te r Ka te Carnell 
C a r n e l l , M i n i s t e r f o r t h e 
Env i ronmen t Gary H u m p h r i e s and 
M i n i s t e r f o r U r b a n S e r v i c e s 
B r e n d a n S m y t h . T h e P r e s i d e n t , 
a l o n g w i t h R o d Gr i f f i t h s o f t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l , a p p e a r e d 
before the S tanding Commi t t e e on 
Urban Services hear ing on the Draft 
Plan o f M a n a g e m e n t for Canber ra 
Na tu re Park . 

T h e N P A A C T had a contract wi th 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T in 1 9 9 7 - 9 8 to 
p rov ide services for the p romot ion 
o f p u b l i c i n t e r e s t in p a r k s a n d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n , fo r a s s i s t a n c e in 
p rov id ing c o m m u n i t y c o m m e n t on 
p a r k m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s a n d for 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f s u b m i s s i o n s o n 
natural and cultural env i ronmen t 
i s s u e s . F o r t h e s e s e r v i c e s w e 
rece ived $15 ,262 .The cont rac t has 
been extended until D e c e m b e r 1998 
wi th a rev iew to de te rmine future 
funding b y the end o f the year . T h e 
conservat ion s tudy on the Nur se ry 
S w a m p r o c k art site funded b y an 
ACT. Her i tage grant and sponsored 
by the N P A is near ing comple t ion . 

T h e n o n - r e n e w a l o f o u r 
C o m m o n w e a l t h G r a n t s t o 
V o l u n t a r y C o n s e r v a t i o n 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s g r a n t l a s t y e a r , 
r e in fo rced for the c o m m i t t e e the 
impor tance o f fund ra is ing from the 
annual President 's Appea l and from 
d o n a t i o n s r e c e i v e d w i t h 
subscription renewals . M y thanks to 
the m a n y generous m e m b e r s whose 
donations during the year have been 

continued on page 4 
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significant in funding our research 
projects and other activities. 

The production o f the NPA Bulletin 
has con t inued u n d e r t h e g u i d i n g 
hand o f Syd Comfort . This is not an 
e a s y task, a n d I, a l o n g w i t h all 
members am a lways pleased to see a 
h igh qual i ty edi t ion each quar te r 
t h a n k s to S y d a n d t h e B u l l e t i n 
Working Group. 

The preceding report m a y give the 
impression that the members o f the 
NPA are engaged in continuous toil 
on b e h a l f o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s and 
conservation but w e do get to enjoy 
t h e p a r k s a n d t h e n a t u r a l and 
cultural heritage w e work to conserve. 

T h i s i s a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h o u r 
q u a r t e r l y o u t i n g s p r o g r a m p u t 
together by Max Lawrence and his 
team of leaders. Their well-balanced 
m i x o f day, p a c k and in te rpre t ive 
w a l k s to p l aces local and fur ther 
afield a re looked forward to wi th 
enthusiasm by our members . 

Guest speakers at general meetings 
g a v e e x c e l l e n t t a l k s . T h e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s by J o e B a k e r , I an 
F rase r , M a t t h e w H i g g i n s , P e t e r 
Tedder, Reg Alder and Eleanor Stodart 
were outstanding. Our promotional 
d i s p l a y s at A C T A l i v e and t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t D a y F a i r a t t rac ted 
interest and enquires about parks. 

Proposed book on Canberra Nature Park 

The commi t t ee and a publ ica t ions 
work ing group h a v e been looking at 
the possibility o f NPA publ ishing a 
book on Canberra Nature Park. We 
h a v e c h e c k e d w i t h E n v i r o n m e n t 
A C T and, as our ideas do not clash 
wi th any o f t he i r p ro j ec t s in the 
pipeline, w e have their blessing. The 
next s tep wil l b e for a m e e t i n g o f 
i n t e r e s t e d m e m b e r s to h a v e a 
brainstorming session. T h e meet ing 
is to be held on Thur sday 22 October 
at 7.30 p m at the h o m e o f Eleanor 
Stodart , 38 J a m e s Street, Curtin. 

The target date for publicat ion is 
January 2001 , and the fol lowing is a 
tentative plan o f contents . T h e size 
o f the book would b e someth ing like 
our reptile and frog guide, probably 
not so glossy bu t with m o r e pages . 

1. Introduction 
• Burley Griffin's ideal o f trees 

on hills 
• Status as reserve 
• General isat ions about 

grasslands, Black Mounta in 
type flora etc. 

• Parkcare 

2. Details then to be tackled unit by 
unit, with a chapter for each of the 
25 areas, each chapter cover ing 
(with the proviso that topics found 
to be too r e p e t i t i o u s cou ld be 

taken out and put in a general 
sect ion) 
• m a p 
• h is tory of reservation 
• special features ( landscape, 

flora, fauna, Abor ig ina l 
history, European his tory) 

• quota t ions from individuals 
showing value o f area to 
them, poss ibly p resen ted at 
head o f chapter or in box. 

3. Poss ible section on 
controversies such as mounta in 
bikes , horse trails, fires, Telstra 
tower, A C T E W water s torage. 

4 . Pho tog raphs 
• V i e w s of, say, Coo leman 

Ridge , M o u n t Painter, 
P innac le for people to look 
back on a see changes 

• V i e w o f Canberra showing 
signif icance o f tree covered 
hills 

• Other i tems of impor tance , 
such as grassland detail, 
Typanocryptus 

5. B o x e s to c o n t a i n i n t e r e s t i n g 
i t ems tha t do no t ea s i ly fit in 
flow o f text , such as wi ld f i r e s , 
c o n t r o v e r s i e s , c a t t l e m a n on 
R e d Hi l l . 

Eleanor Stodart 

F o u r h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e y e a r 
exemplify for me, the objectives of the 
N P A . T h e launch in D e c e m b e r by 
Chief Minister Kate Carnell o f Ross 
Bennett 's book Reptiles and Frogs of 
the ACT d e m o n s t r a t e d o u r 
c o n t i n u i n g c o m m i t m e n t to t h e 
s t imula t ion o f in te res t in natural 
h i s t o r y a n d e d u c a t i o n f o r 
conservation. 

T h e b u r n i n g o f s l a s h f rom t h e 
harvest o f pine trees in the Hospital 
Creek compar tment o f the Boboyan 
p l a n t a t i o n s i g n a l l e d t h e 
c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e b u s h 
regenerat ion process for which the 
NPA, wi th its p r i m a r y interest in 
N a m a d g i Nat ional Park , has long 
campaigned and to which w e hope to 
m a k e a big contribution. 

The public hear ing o f the Standing 
Commit tee on Urban Services on the 
D r a f t P l a n o f M a n a g e m e n t fo r 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k w a s t h e 
c u l m i n a t i o n o f t h e N P A ' s l o n g 
involvement in the development of a 
management plan. This tied in with 
objective o f the promotion of land use 
to a c h i e v e c o n s e r v a t i o n and o u r 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
having similar interests. 

Finally, the Chris tmas Party at Nil 
D e s p e r a n d u m g a v e m e t h e 
opportunity to r enew acquaintance 
wi th m a n y m e m b e r s and enjoy the 
o r g a n i s e d h e r i t a g e w a l k s a n d 
entertainments. 

In conclusion I thank the following 
m e m b e r s o f the commit tee , Eleanor 
Stodart, Max Lawrence , Mike Smith, 
Len Haskew, Y v o n n e Bar tos , T im 
Walsh and especially sub-committee 
c o n v e n e r s , S t ephen Johns ton and 
Robin Miller for their commitment 
and effort over the last 12 months. 
S t e p h e n and R o b i n are s t epp ing 
d o w n a f t e r c o n v e n i n g t h e s u b ­
commit tees for a n u m b e r of years. 
T h a n k s to Office M a n a g e r Dianne 
Hast ie for organis ing the everyday 
activities, and Research Officer Ray 
P o l g l a z e fo r h i s u n d e r p i n n i n g 
r e s e a r c h a n d s u b m i s s i o n 
prepara t ion . F ina l ly thanks to all 
those members and leaders I have not 
m e n t i o n e d i n d i v i d u a l l y w h o 
contr ibuted to the activit ies of the 
N P A over the last 12 months . 

Clive Hur l s tone , President 



Christmas at Caloola 
Sunday 13 December 1998 

Association members (I to r) Syd Comfort, Gary Thompson and Len 
Haskew relaxing at the 1997 Christmas party. Photo Barbara Comfort. 

T h e association's Chr is tmas par ty 
this y e a r wil l be h e l d at C a l o o l a 
F a r m which is si tuated at the end 
of Naas Road , some 16km south o f 
the Namadgi Visitor Centre. Detai ls 
o f the function are included in the 
Out ings P rogram. Caloola ' s Pe te r 
Duggan gave m e s o m e background 
information about the farm. 

A proper ty o f 2 0 0 h a located on the 
Naas River, Caloola was resumed in 
the 1970s in anticipation o f the area 
be ing flooded by the waters o f the 
p r o p o s e d T e n n a n t D a m . 
Subsequent ly, w h e n the d a m w a s 
deferred, properties in the area were 
h a n d e d b a c k and , b y a g r e e m e n t 
be tween the p rev ious owner s and 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t , C a l o o l a w a s 
handed over to the Bapt is t Church . 
F o r a p e r i o d i t s e r v e d a s a 
rehabil i tat ion centre, and then, for 
a n u m b e r o f y e a r s as a t r a i n i n g 
farm. This role e n d e d in la te 1997 
a n d s ince then t h e p r o p e r t y h a s 
b e e n used for accommoda t ion and 
r e c r e a t i o n . U n t i l l a s t s u m m e r , 
C a l o o l a r a n s h e e p b u t w i t h t h e 
severe drought that s topped the flow 
o f the river, all s tock were r e m o v e d . 
It is l ikely that s o m e sheep wil l be 

Bulletin Working 
Group 
T h e NPA Bulletin i s p r o d u c e d and 
d i s t r i b u t e d b y a g r o u p o f 
assoc ia t ion m e m b e r s w h o m a k e u p 
the Bu l l e t i n W o r k i n g G r o u p . T h e 
g roup mee t s each quar te r to r e v i e w 
t h e p r e v i o u s i s sue , p l a n d i rec t ions 
f o r f u t u r e i s s u e s a n d a g r e e o n 
sha r ing a round w h a t needs to b e 
d o n e for the n e x t bu l le t in . 

I w o u l d b e p l ea sed t o h e a r f r o m 
any m e m b e r w h o w o u l d care to j o in 
t h e B u l l e t i n W o r k i n g G r o u p o r 
a t t e n d t h e n e x t m e e t i n g o f t h e 
g r o u p on the e v e n i n g o f Tuesday , 
6 th October . 

S y d C o m f o r t 
C o n v e n o r (6286 2 5 7 8 ) 

r e t u r n e d t o t h e p r o p e r t y o n 
ag is tment in the spring. 

O n its southern boundary Caloola 
ad jo ins N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
w h i c h t h e n ex t ends south to the 
N S W border . Thus Caloola is a g o o d 
s tart ing or finishing point for w a l k s 
a long t h e N a a s R i v e r Val ley and 
adjacent r idges. 

New members 

Diane J u d d G o w r i e 

Heidi B o e c k Calwel l 

Char lot te Poole & 

Greg Warwick Campbel l 

Jean Gifford O 'Connor 

Barbara Edgar Braddon 

N P A Chris tmas parties have buil t 
u p a reputation as great days full o f 
fun, interest and social ising. I a m 
s u r e t h a t t h e 9 8 C h r i s t m a s a t 
Caloola wil l b e all these. 

S y d Comfor t 

Association 
member 
honoured 
The Queen's Bir thday Honour s List 

announced the award o f the Meda l 

o f the Order o f Aus t ra l ia to N P A 

member Penny Hebbard. T h e award 

w a s made for Penny 's service to the 

community particularly through the 

A N U C l u b f o r W o m e n , t h e 

Abbeyf i e ld Socie ty , T h e A n g l i c a n 

Church and y o u t h o rgan isa t ions . 

The association extends the w a r m 

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s o f m e m b e r s to 

Penny. 



Update on native title issues 
In the J u n e i s s u e o f t h e N P A ' s 
Bullet in there was a br ief update on 
deve lopments wi th the nat ive title 
c la ims to par t s o f the ACT. It w a s 
noted that the N P A w a s consider ing 
a d r a f t o f t h e r e p o r t i t h a d 
c o m m i s s i o n e d f r o m D r D e r m o t 
S m y t h on poss ib l e m o d e l s for the 
fu tu re m a n a g e m e n t o f N a m a d g i 
Nat ional Park if nat ive title to the 
park is recognised. It w a s also no ted 
t h a t t h e N P A w a s s e e k i n g 
recogni t ion b y the Nat iona l Nat ive 
Title Tribunal as an interested party 
for the p u r p o s e o f t h e t r ibuna l ' s 
examinat ion o f the A C T nat ive title 
c la ims. 

T h e N P A has n o w r e c e i v e d the 
final vers ion o f Dr Smyth ' s report , 
and a s u m m a r y o f key points in the 
report is p rov ided below. T h e NPA 
has also been accepted by the Nat ive 
Title Tribunal as an interested par ty 
for its media t ion o f the nat ive title 
c la ims, and information about this 
is also provided below. 

Dermot Smyth's 
report 
T h e 4 0 - p a g e r e p o r t i s t i t l e d 
" N o u r i s h i n g N a m a d g i : E x p l o r i n g 
opt ions for the jo in t m a n a g e m e n t o f 
Namadgi National Park". Copies can 
b e ob t a ined f rom the N P A office, 
including by e-mail . T h e repor t has 
four main sect ions. T h e first g ives 
background on the na ture o f nat ive 
title and its appl icat ion to national 
pa rks . It i n c l u d e s a usefu l t ab l e 
s u m m a r i s i n g t h e p o t e n t i a l 
a d v a n t a g e s and d i s advan t ages o f 
j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t fo r t h e m a i n 
s t a k e h o l d e r s ( i e , " A b o r i g i n a l 
owners", "government conservat ion 
agency", "biodiversi ty conservat ion" 
and "park v i s i t o r s " ) . T h e s e c o n d 
section summar i ses dist inct ive jo in t 
managemen t a r rangements already 
operat ing in several nat ional parks 
in Austral ia (Gurig , in the Cobourg 
Peninsula, NT; Ni tmi luk (Katherine 
G o r g e ) , N T ; a n d K a k a d u , Ulu ru -
Kata Tjuta (Ayers R o c k ) , NT, and 
Booderee (Jervis B a y ) , NSW. It also 
looks at approaches of each of the 

s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s t o w a r d s 
involvement o f Aboriginals in park 
m a n a g e m e n t . T h e t h i r d s e c t i o n 
assesses the ma in features o f four 
distinct models o f j o in t managemen t 
in Austral ia that differ essentially in 
the degree o f control or involvement 
o f Aboriginals in park management . 

The fourth sect ion discusses two 
possible joint management options for 
Namadgi . The first is a refinement of 
the U lu ru m o d e l "on the bas i s o f 
expe r i ence ga ined f rom the o ther 
parks using this model and to meet 
local needs"; and the second option 
would be to develop a new model "that 
builds on the experience of both the 
Gurig and Uluru models and meets 
local needs". Some o f the differences 
b e t w e e n N a m a d g i and t h e s e t w o 
N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y p a r k s a re 
summarised in a table. 

T h e repor t l ists features tha t a 
refined model o f Uluru might have for 
Namadgi. These include: 
• "Aboriginal ownership of the Park, 

either through recognition o f native 
title or v ia a statutory grant o f land, 
or both.. ." 

• T h e es tabl ishment o f a board o f 
m a n a g e m e n t w i t h a s ign i f i can t 
Aboriginal majority and a diversity 
of other expertise represented." 

• "A staged process o f mediation and 
arbitration for resolving disputes 
r e l a t i n g to i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 
provisions of the lease, independent 
from Ministerial direction." 

• "A staged process o f mediation and 
arbitration for resolving differences 
b e t w e e n t h e b o a r d a n d t h e 
Legislative Assembly with respect to 
the a p p r o v a l o f p l a n s o f 
management." 

• "Opportunities for the Board to earn 
and rece ive r e v e n u e direct ly, in 
addition to allocations from the A C T 
Parks and Conservation Service." 

• "A commitment to manage the Park 
to p r o t e c t and c o n s e r v e all i ts 
natural and cultural values." 

• "A c o m m i t m e n t to recognise and 
respec t t h e cu l tura l , soc ia l and 
e c o n o m i c r i g h t s o f n a t i v e t i t le 
h o l d e r s , i n c l u d i n g the r i gh t to 
access, occupy and use the Park." 

• "A commi tment to recognise and 
respect the rights and interests o f 
visitors to the Park." 
T h e report no tes that these and 

other features o f park management 
"could be prescribed in legislation, the 
lease agreement and/or the plan o f 
management". 

T h e n e w m o d e l fo r N a m a d g i 
o u t l i n e d in t h e r e p o r t w o u l d 
incorporate features o f the refined 
Uluru model but "without the need 
for native title holders . . .to lease back 
t h e i r l a n d to t h e g o v e r n m e n t " . 
Objectives and commitments in the 
r e f i n e d U l u r u m o d e l w o u l d b e 
specified in legislation and/or a legal 
agreement . 

T h e repor t conc ludes by s ta t ing 
that "It will be important that among 
the commitments by government and 
A b o r i g i n a l g r o u p s r e q u i r e d to 
s u c c e s s f u l l y n e g o t i a t e j o i n t 
management is an ongoing process o f 
two-way education and learning". 

In a follow-up let ter to the report , 
D e r m o t Smyth wrote : 

"it is impor tan t to first nego t i a t e 
t h e j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t 
a r rangements , r a ther than b e c o m e 
too focused on i m a g i n e d poten t ia l 
conf l ic ts . . .the fact is that w e do n o t 
k n o w w h a t t h e r e s o u r c e u s e 
a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e n a t i v e t i t l e 
ho lde r s are or wi l l be , and w e do 
not k n o w i f or to w h a t extent t hese 
a s p i r a t i o n s m a y c o n f l i c t w i t h 
conservat ion ob jec t ives . . .The o the r 
fact is tha t N a m a d g i wi l l retain i ts 
s t a tus and lega l p ro t ec t i on as a 
n a t i o n a l p a r k f o l l o w i n g 
de terminat ion o f na t ive title. In m y 
v i e w it is therefore r easonab le to 
n e g o t i a t e the de t a i l s o f h o w t h e 
park is to be used (by vis i tors , b y 
na t ive t i t le ho lde r s , by sc ient i s t s 
etc.) in the deve lopmen t o f the P lan 
of M a n a g e m e n t in the usual way." 
He added: 

"It is important to emphasise that 
the rights outlined in the native title 
statement of claim do not represent 
t h e s u i t e o f r i g h t s w h i c h w i l l 
necessar i ly be exercised by nat ive 
title holders in the park." 



NPA action 
The NPA sent copies o f De rmo t 
S m y t h ' s r e p o r t , w i t h 
accompany ing letters, to the 
n a t i v e t i t l e c l a i m a n t s ; t h e 
Ch ie f Minister, Ka te Carnell ; 
t h e M i n i s t e r fo r U r b a n 
Services, Brendan Smyth ; the 
N a t i o n a l N a t i v e T i t l e 
T r i b u n a l ; t h e m e d i a ; a n d 
o t h e r s t h o u g h t to b e 
interested. A t a meet ing on the 
report wi th Brendan S m y t h in 
m i d Ju ly , a r r a n g e d b y t h e 
Conse rva t ion Counc i l o f the 
S o u t h E a s t e r n R e g i o n & 
Canberra and at tended by the 
NPA, the Minis ter agreed to 
sponsor an 'awareness raising' 
workshop on issues ra ised in 
the report . This workshop , to 
b e ar ranged jo in t ly wi th the 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l , i s 
expec ted to b e after cur ren t 
di f ferences be tween the t w o 
na t ive c l a iman t s h a v e b e e n 
resolved. 

National 
Native Title 
Tribunal 
F o l l o w i n g t h e t r i b u n a l ' s 
notification to the N P A tha t i t 
h a d b e e n a c c e p t e d a s an 
interested par ty for the purpose o f 
the tribunal 's med ia t ion o f the A C T 
nat ive title c la ims, m e m b e r s o f the 
N P A w e r e invi ted to m e e t w i th the 
Tribunal m e m b e r appointed to hear 
t h e c l a i m s . T h e p u r p o s e o f th i s 
meet ing , at the end o f July, w a s to 
explain the tribunal 's procedures to 
the NPA. 

A s indicated in the J u n e issue o f 
the NPA's Bullet in, the first step in 
the media t ion process wil l involve 
the tr ibunal and the t w o claimants , 
w i t h t h e o b j e c t o f r e s o l v i n g 
differences be tween the c la imants . 
This mee t ing wil l b e able to refer to 
a genealogical s tudy o f Abor ig inals 
associated wi th the a rea that has 
b e e n c o m m i s s i o n e d b y t h e A C T 
Governmen t and is expec ted to be 
c o m p l e t e d in S e p t e m b e r . I f t h e 
differences be tween the c la imants 
are resolved, the tr ibunal will then 

Rock shelter, Mt Kelly. Photo Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

o r g a n i s e a m e e t i n g b e t w e e n t h e 
c l a i m a n t ( s ) and o the r i n t e r e s t ed 
p a r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e N P A , t o 
explore implications o f recognis ing 
the c la im and to w o r k out h o w any 
p r o b l e m s tha t e m e r g e m i g h t b e 
r e s o l v e d . I s s u e s t h a t c a n n o t b e 
r e s o l v e d b y the t r ibuna l , a m o n g 
claimants or between claimants and 
o t h e r i n t e r e s t ed pa r t i e s , c a n b e 
referred to the Federal Court . 

It is no t possible at this stage to 
p r e d i c t h o w t h e v a r i o u s i s s u e s 
r e l a t i n g to the A C T n a t i v e t i t l e 
c la ims wil l unfold or h o w long it wi l l 
t ake to address them: i t could b e 
m o n t h s or years. W h a t can b e said, 
however , is that i f and w h e n current 
di f ferences be tween the two A C T 
claimants are resolved, the N P A will 
n o w be well prepared, as a result o f 
D e r m o t Smyth's report , to consider 

s o m e o f the i s sues tha t m a y then 
arise re la t ingto future management 
o f Namadgi . Indeed , other parties 
involved at that s tage are also l ikely 
to b e ass is ted b y h i s repor t . T h e 
value o f the report has already been 
acknowledged b y the Minis ter for 
Urban Services, dur ing the meet ing 
wi th him in July, and also by the 
Nat ive Title Tribunal . The tribunal 
has suggested tha t the NPA could 
d is t r ibute cop ies o f t h e repor t to 
other interested part ies , when that 
stage o f the media t ion process has 
been reached. 

In t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e N P A is 
d i scuss ing wi th the Conserva t ion 
C o u n c i l h o w t h e " a w a r e n e s s 
ra i s ing" w o r k s h o p a g r e e d b y t h e 
Min i s te r m i g h t b e organised and 
w h e n it is t imely to do so. 

Robin Mi l ler 



A decade of park planning 
Prepar ing a m a n a g e m e n t plan for 
Canber ra Na tu re Pa rk w a s never 
go ing to be easy given the composi te 
na tu re o f t h e pa rk and the w i d e 
spectrum of interpretation of its role 
and function. Canberra Nature Park 
( C N P ) i s m a d e u p o f 25 u n i t s 
total l ing 6 0 0 0 hec tares and covers 
mos t o f the undeve loped hills and 
r idges close to urban Canber ra and 
s o m e i m p o r t a n t r e m n a n t 
grass lands. 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a 
m a n a g e m e n t plan for C N P can be 
s a id to h a v e b e g u n w i th ac t i ons 
taken by the Parks Service in 1988 
to deve lop publ ic awareness o f the 
park and to m a k e informat ion on it 
more readi ly avai lable . A survey o f 
pub l i c a t t i tudes to t h e pa rk w a s 
c o n d u c t e d in t h e 
f o l l o w i n g y e a r in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
a n i n v i t a t i o n to 
par t i c ipa te in the 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan 
p r o c e s s . T h e r e 
w e r e s o m e 3 7 6 0 
responses and 577 
s u b m i s s i o n s 
mc lud ing one from 
t h e N P A t h a t 
e m p h a s i s e d t h e 
n e e d to g i v e t h e p a r k p r o p e r 
l e g i s l a t i v e p r o t e c t i o n a n d a 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n t h a t w o u l d 
p rese rve its l andscape , bush land , 
rural and recreational values rather 
than permi t i t to b e c o m e ano ther 
urban park. 

T h e early 90s s a w p lann ing and 
legislat ive d e v e l o p m e n t s that had 
important impl ica t ions for the C N P 
i n c l u d i n g t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f the 
Territory P lan and the enac tment o f 
the A C T Land Act which established 
t h e s t a t u s o f t h e p a r k . T h e 
Commonwea l th Joint Commit tee on 
the Nat iona l Capi ta l repor ted on 
p r o t e c t i n g a n d m a n a g i n g t h e 
national capital 's open spaces and 
concluded that "the ecological values 
o f the Nat ional Capi tal Open Space 
Sys tem are the principal reason for 
its exis tence." 1 Ac t ion was taken to 
se t t le the b o u n d a r i e s o f ex i s t i ng 

C N P units and to extend the park 
to i n c l u d e n e w a r e a s , n o t a b l y , 
grasslands in Gungahl in . 

A Draf t M a n a g e m e n t P lan for 
C N P r ep re sen t ing a synthes i s o f 
communi ty v i ews and government 
p o l i c y w a s r e l e a s e d fo r p u b l i c 
commen t in Sep t ember 1996. T h e 
plan proposed the fol lowing vision 
for the park: 

" A s e r i e s o f d i v e r s e n a t u r e 
r e s e r v e s t h r o u g h o u t u r b a n 
Canbe r r a m a n a g e d to conse rve 
nat ive flora, fauna and habitat , 
and to provide opportuni t ies for 
a p p r e c i a t i o n , r e c r e a t i o n , 
e d u c a t i o n a n d r e s e a r c h in 
a c c o r d a n c e w i th p ro tec t ing the 
natural and cultural heritage, and 
landscape va lues o f the area." 2 

A r e a s C o m p r i s i n g Canberra Nature Park 

Aranda Bushland McQuoids Hill Oakey Hill 
Black Mountain Mount Ainslie Red Hill 
Bruce & O'Connor Ridges Mount Majura Rob Roy Range 
Cooleman Ridge Mount Mugga Mugga The Pinnacle 
Farrer Ridge Mount Painter Tuggeranong Hill 
Gossan Hill Mount Pleasant Urambi Hills 
Gungahlin Hill Mount Taylor Wanniassa Hill 
Isaacs Ridge Mulligans Flat 

Dunlop Reserve 
Gungahlin Grasslands 

The managemen t plan adopted a 
zoning system to identify particular 
managemen t strategies in keeping 
wi th area m a n a g e m e n t objectives. 
These zones are: multiple use (which 
a p p l i e s to m o s t o f t h e p a r k ) ; 
in tens ive recrea t ion and tour ism; 
facilities and urban buffer. Broad 
d e s c r i p t i o n s a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
practices were set out for each zone. 
T h e p l a n t h e n a d d r e s s e d 
m a n a g e m e n t i s s u e s u n d e r t h e 
h e a d i n g s o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , 
cu l tura l r e s o u r c e s , e n v i r o n m e n t 
protection, vis i tor use, communi ty 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , u s e s r e q u i r i n g 
approval and urban- related issues. 
The publication included a number 
o f maps , tables and appendices . 

E a r l y in 1 9 9 7 t h e N P A 
collaborated with the Conservat ion 
C o u n c i l in the d e v e l o p m e n t o f a 
carefully researched response to the 

draft plan. This submiss ion ran to 
s o m e 5 0 p a g e s a n d m a d e 3 4 0 
d e t a i l e d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . T h e 
s u b m i s s i o n r e c o g n i s e d t h e 
impor t an t par t the m a n a g e m e n t 
plan should play in the conservation 
of an a rea w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s the 
n e a r e s t n a t u r a l r e s e r v e fo r t h e 
majori ty o f the ACT ' s residents. A 
constant theme in the submiss ion 
w a s t h e n e e d t o r e c o n c i l e t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f C N P w i t h t h e 
pr imary objective o f conserv ing the 
natural envi ronment and the be l ie f 
tha t the draft m a n a g e m e n t p lan 
shou ld m o r e s t r o n g l y ref lec t the 
priority that the conservat ion o f the 
natural envi ronment has over other 
uses o f the park. 

T h e s u b m i s s i o n s t r o n g l y 
s u p p o r t e d t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
m a n a g e m e n t 
s t ra teg ies for e a c h 
C N P u n i t a n d 
p r o p o s e d t h e 
c o n c e p t o f Spec i f i c 
A r e a M a n a g e m e n t 
Plans . These wou ld 
b e b a s e d on c l e a r 
p r e s c r i p t i v e 
guidel ines set out in 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t 

p l a n a n d w o u l d i n v o l v e t h e 
e s t ab l i shmen t o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
p l a n s s o t h a t all S p e c i f i c A r e a 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n s w o u l d b e 
comple ted within a 10 y e a r per iod. 
The submiss ion also cal led for an 
implementa t ion plan for the w i d e 
r a n g e o f m a n a g e m e n t a c t i o n 
i d e n t i f i e d in t h e d ra f t p l a n . I t 
s u p p o r t e d t h e d r a f t p l a n ' s 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f 
c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e m e n t in ro l e s 
complement ing those o f the Parks 
Service. 

D u r i n g 1997 t w o issues rose to 
prominence dur ing consul tat ion on 
the draft plan, namely, equest r ian 
activities in C N P and cycl ing in the 
park. Public meet ings were held to 
ass i s t in the r e so lu t ion o f t h e s e 
i s sues , the N P A b e i n g an ac t i ve 

1 Our Bush Capital p .xv 
2 Draft M a n a g e m e n t Plan p.3 



contributor. T h e cycl ing issue w a s 
brought into focus b y the search for 
a s u i t a b l e l o c a t i o n fo r n a t i o n a l 
m o u n t a i n b i k e c h a m p i o n s h i p s 
p l a n n e d for C a n b e r r a w h i l s t the 
e q u e s t r i a n c o n t r o v e r s y 
concentra ted on u se o f the M o u n t Painter
P a i n t e r , P i n n a c l e a n d A r a n d a 
Bushlands areas. Pinnacle 

I n la te 1997 t h e P a r k s S e r v i c e 
i ssued a report on the consultat ion 
p r o c e s s a n d on i t s r e s p o n s e s to 
p u b l i c s u b m i s s i o n s to t h e dra f t 
managemen t plan. A revision o f the 
draft p l a n t i t led t h e F i n a l Draf t 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
c h a n g e s m a d e f o l l o w i n g t h e 
consultat ion per iod w a s released in 
D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 7 . T h i s p l a n 
mainta ined the pat tern o f the draft 
bu t d id in t roduce some significant 
changes . For example , i t re-ordered 
the overal l m a n a g e m e n t objectives 
to g ive precedence to conservat ion 
processes and extended the areas in 
w h i c h horse r iding is permit ted to 
inc lude Aranda Bushland. 

In ear ly 1998 an act ion was heard 
b e f o r e t h e A C T A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
A p p e a l s T r i b u n a l ( A A T ) w h i c h 
sought the rev iew o f a 1993 decis ion 
by the Parks Service to close Aranda 
Bushland to horses and, as might b e 
expected, this act ion had a bear ing 
o n t h e d e v e l o p i n g C N P p l a n o f 
m a n a g e m e n t . A f t e r h e a r i n g 
argument for and against permitt ing 
horse r iding in the A r a n d a section 
o f the C N P the t r ibunal concluded 
t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n t o r e f u s e 
permiss ion for horses to enter the 
area should no t b e set aside at this 
t ime . T h e t r ibunal no ted tha t the 
F ina l Draf t P lan o f M a n a g e m e n t 
p r o v i d e s for h o r s e r i d i n g u n d e r 
certain controls and suggested that 
horse r iders should wai t until the 
proper planning processes have been 
c o m p l i e d w i t h . T h e t r ibuna l s a w 
mer i t in a proposa l put to it tha t 
base-line environmental data should 
b e c o l l e c t e d b e f o r e h o r s e s a r e 
a l lowed to re-enter the area in order 
t h a t a n y f u t u r e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impac t o f horses can b e measured 
and evaluated. 

T h e A C T L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e on U r b a n 
Services conducted a publ ic hear ing 

on the C N P plan o f m a n a g e m e n t on 
3 J u l y 1 9 9 8 . O n b e h a l f o f t h e 
Conservat ion Counci l and the NPA, 
C l i v e H u r l s t o n e p r e s e n t e d a 
submiss ion that requested that the 
c o m m i t t e e m a k e t h e f o l l o w i n g 
recommendat ions : 

incorpora t ion o f i n fo rma t ion on 
implementa t ion p l ans and thei r 
r o l e i n m e e t i n g m a n a g e m e n t 
objectives, 

provision o f detai led m a p s o f each 
C N P unit , 
horse riding not b e permi t ted in 
Aranda Bushland n o r b e ex tended 
to any area no t inc luded for this 
purpose in the draft p lan, 
a m o u n t a i n b i k e t r a c k b e 
established outs ide C N P and 
E n v i r o n m e n t A C T re in fo rce i ts 
pol icy o f use r educat ion th rough 
on-ground enforcement and u se o f 
legal sanct ions. 

D r C o l i n Adrian  A d r i a n , E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r o f E n v i r o n m e n t A C T , 
whi ls t conceding that conservat ion 
objectives are paramount , said that 
h i s o r g a n i s a t i o n w a s l o o k i n g t o 
b a l a n c e o b j e c t i v e s i n r e l a t i o n to 
tour ism, recreat ion and research as 
well as envi ronmenta l issues. The 
proposed extensions for horse r id ing 
w e r e m o d e s t a n d , h e c l a i m e d , 
consis tent w i th the p recau t ionary 
principle. A g r e e m e n t w a s close for 
the conduct o f trials for s o m e single-
u se tracks for cyclists in Bruce and 
on O 'Connor Ridge . 

P r o p o n e n t s o f t h e e x t e n s i o n o f 
horse r iding areas ci ted the posi t ion 
taken b y the A A T in suppor t o f their 
s t a n d w h i l s t o p p o n e n t s o f s u c h 
extensions spel t out their reasons , 
in particular, d rawing at tention to 
the special natural va lues o f A r a n d a 
Bush land . T h e represen ta t ives o f 
cyc l ing o rgan i sa t ions e m p h a s i s e d 
the importance o f education o f users, 
pa r t i cu la r ly on mul t i -use Tracks , 
and general ly favoured mult i- use 
t r a c k s b u t w i t h s o m e s i n g l e - u s e 
tracks for cyclists . 

O t h e r s p e a k e r s c r i t i c i s e d t h e 
proposed plan on the g rounds that 
i t exceeded the capaci ty o f the Parks 
Service to ensure adherence to it and 
t h a t i t l a c k e d p e r f o r m a n c e 
standards and indicators to measure 
its effectiveness. 

T h e Standing Commi t t ee is y e t to 
forward its recommendat ions to the 
Minis te r bu t this wil l p robably b e 
the nex t step in the deve lopment o f 
the management plan. There seems 
a good chance that this decade y e a r 
in the evo lu t ion o f t h e p l a n wi l l 
w i t n e s s i t s c o m p l e t i o n a n d 
approval . 

Syd Comfor t 
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The Brogo - a wilderness zone 
worth extending 
In my boyhood, more than 30 years 
ago, I used to look a t  road maps and 
wonder about d the blank spaces 
without any roads or settlements 
marked, just shadings for mountain 
ranges. I remember marvelling a t  
the  annotation on a road map of 
Tasmania - between arrows that  
pointed out across the south-west i t  
said: 'this area is not inhabited and 
some of i t  h a s  s t i l l  not  been 
explored." 

Of course these supposedly blank 
spaces were deceptive. By the mid- 
1960s plans were well advanced in 
Tasmania for the damming of Lake 
Pedder and on the mainland the 
compulsive drive to th rus t  fire 
access and logging roads into the 
mountains was well underway. In 
the space of just 20 years or less, 
Forestry Commission bulldozers 
opened up to vehicles huge areas of 
otherwise wild country tha t  had 
previously only been accessible by 
horse or foot. 

Against that  background, it was 
with a great  sense of hope and 
adventure t h a t  I se t  out in late 
December 1986 to lead my first 

Kybeyan Plateau in the Brogo 
wilderness. Photo Stephen Johnston 

wilderness walk 
in to  t h e  Brogo 
valley which runs 
t h r o u g h  
W a d b i l l i g a  
Nat ional  Park ,  
n o r t h - w e s t  of 
B e g a .  P h i l  
G a t e n b y  h a d  
provided me with 
basic information 
on how to get in 
a l o n g  Y a n k e e s  
C r e e k .  T h e  

-- 
exit ridge I found 
in  t h e  long out-of-print book, 
Bushwalking a round  Canberra  
Apart from that rudimentary advice Phil Gatenby 
there were a few pages on the Brogo 
in Peter Prineas' and Henry Gold's 
book, Wild Places, and a few 1:25000 
maps. But as we were to soon find 
out, even those detailed maps did 
not mark all the clifflines. And none 
of the information quite prepared us 
for the wonderful sense of walking 
in a place where relatively few 
people had been before - there was 
no litter, only one old fireplace and, 
after we left Yankees Flat on the first 
morning, no tracks until we reached 
the  Razorback fire t ra i l  on t h e  
second last day. 

In subsequent years I led two more 
week-long walks into the Brogo, yet 
a growing familiarity with the area 
never made me indifferent to its wild 
appeal. I t  is ,  a s  a recent NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
report  highlights, a designated 
wilderness a r e a  in  need of 
expansion. In the cynical 90s. taking 
a positive approach to wilderness is  
far from fashionable; it's often put 
down as "1970s thinking". Under the 
new form of right wing political 
correctness, wilderness is dismissed 
as a naive, romantic, Eurocentric 
cultural concept. Or as the 1996 
Kakadu National Park Draft Plan 
of Management says:" ... wilderness 
is  essentially a way of thinking 

which means different things to 
different people. I t  i s  a social 
concept." (p 94) 

A significant part of this argument 
is based on the view, popularised by 
Tim Flannery,  t h a t  because of 
centuries of Aboriginal burning the 
suggestion that a n  area is pristine 
or 'natural" has no substance. What 
the Brogo report makes clear is that 
wilderness is, in  fact, a perfectly 
credible concept based on the  
relatively low level impact of past 
land use on natural values. Whilst 
graziers until quite recent times 
moved their cattle into the Brogo 
valley to graze  a t  places l ike 
Robinsons Flat, and willows are now 
dotted along t h e  river north of 
Robinsons Creek, these have been, 
and remain,  relat ively small  
impacts. Ifthe geologist W.B. Clarke 
was to stand today on the edge of 
the  Casuar ina  nana-covered 
plateau of the Kybeyan Range and 
look east, he would be unlikely to 
notice any changes to what he 
described in 1852 a s  a "wild and 
precipitous channel, .... filled almost 
daily by dense vapours and clouds 
from the seaV(Wild Places, p113). 

It is with the aim of limiting the 
fu tu re  impact on the  Brogo's 
wildness, i t s  diverse flora and 
magnificent r iver  valleys and 
pla teaus ,  t h a t  the  NPA h a s  
supported the largest extension of 
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NPA outings program 
September - December 1998 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing, 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require­

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R , 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and Held guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions foe outings to the association's office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D BY T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradings 
D i s t a n c e grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 1 5 km to 2 0 km 

4 - above 2 0 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

tBlack

 M o u n t a i n W i l d f l o w e r W a l k s 

e Society for Growing Australian Plants and the Field Natunnsts' 

Association o f Canberra, wirh support from m e A C T Parks and 

Conservation Service, are putting together a series of walk sheets 

describing self-guided strolls in Black Mountain Reserve that take about 

one hour. Locations and names o f what is in flower alongside the 

tracks help to introduce walkers to the spectacular wild flowers that 

colour the mountain during Spring. T h e sheets will be available from 

most A C T Government outlets, the Northbourne Avenue visitors' 

information centre, T E L S T R A Tower, and the Environment Centre. 

Because winter and spring weather can affect flowering and therefore 

publication times for the sheets, prospective walkers are invited to 

contact either Rosemary Blemings (phone 6 2 5 8 4 7 2 4 ) or Leon 

Horsnell (phone 6 2 5 3 1 2 9 0 ) for derails of the sheets' availability. 

19 - 2 0 September weekend packwalk 

M t M o r g a n and Hal f M o o n Peak 

Leader: Phil Gatenby 

1 A / B / E / F 

Maps: Rendezvous Creek and Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Contact leader by Wednesday 16 September. A walk from the Yaouk 

Valley along the Lone Pine fire trail, up M r Morgan and across to 

Half M o o n Peak. Total C l i m b o f 8 0 0 m on the first day. 2 2 0 k m s , $ 4 4 

per car. 

2 0 September Sunday daywalk 

Grooves and paintings 

Leader: Frank Clements 

3 A 

Maps: Rendezvous Creek, Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. A 16km walk mainly across 

the Gudgenby paddocks to the axe grinding grooves on Middle Creek, 

and then around the ridge to the Rendezvous Creek rock paintings. 

Return across the paddocks. lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

2 3 September daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Yvonne Bartos 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

T h e September edition of our scries o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 6 — 2 7 September weekend packwalk 

Royal National Park Coast W a l k 

Leader: David Large 

3 A 

M a p s : R N P guides 

Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

W a l k from Otford to Bundecna. A n opportunity to experience the 

Spring wildflowers and magnificent ocean views in Royal National 

Park just south o f Sydney. W e will probably depart from Canberra 

early Saturday morning, arriving Otford mid morning, then walking 

on to camp at Curracurang. O n Sunday morning we walk to Bundeena, 

catch a ferry and then a train back to our cars at Otford. Return to 

Canberra Sunday evening. Numbers limited, phone leader early for 

details and bookings. 5 0 0 k m s , $ 1 0 0 per car. 

3 October Saturday daywalk 

M c K e a h n i e Trig 

Leader: Mart in Chalk 

2 A / C / E / F 

M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) , 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

A visit co McKeahnie Trig from Smokers Gap. T h e walk will be partly 

on track and partly off, with a side trip ro the head o f the Orroral 

Valley. W e will depart Kambah Village shops at 9 . 0 0 a m . 80kms , $ 1 6 

per car. 

4 October Sunday daywalk 

M t Coree and Devils Peak 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higgins 

2A;B/D 

Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

This walk was originally scheduled for June, but had to be re-scheduled 

because o f forestry operations in the area. We'll climb Coree from 

near Blundells Arboretum, then walk to Coree Flats, climb Devils 

Peak, and return to Blundells. Some history, a good deal of great native 

forest, excellent views from both peaks. Steep climbs, about 14km. 

B o o k with leader, numbers limited. 90kms , $ 1 8 per car. 

10 October Saturday daywalk 

Greens Peak 

Leader: Barrie Ridgway 

1 B / C / D / E 

M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 6 9 6 

A short but challenging walk, all off track. Shown on the map as hill 

1 4 0 9 , Greens Peak is north ease o f Corin D a m across W h i t e Sands 



Creek. Alter climbing and then descending to the creek, we climb 

steeply to the summit through some lovely rail forest with grand views 

from our lunch spot. Ibral climb is 6 7 0 metres. Please book with 

leader by 8 pm Friday for an 8 .30 stare from Kambah Village. 120kms, 

$ 2 4 pet car. 

17 October Saturday daywalk 

Black Mountain Botany Ramble 

Leader; George Chippendale 

1A 

M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 2 4 5 4 

Meet at 9 .30am at the Belconnen W a y entrance to Black Mounrain 

Reserve (several hundred metres to the east of Caswell Drive). A 

morning ramble to sec the (lowers, suitable for all ages and fitness 

levels. Bring your morning tea, camera, binoculars and Wild About 
Canberra. Finish by midday. Th i s is a traditional N P A outing at this 

time of year, originated by our founding ptesident Nancy Burbidge, 

and carried on in recent years by our well known resident botanist 

George Chippendale. It could be a useful complement to the self-

guided strolls being facilitated by the Field Naturalists and the Society 

for Growing Austialian Plants, 

18 October Sunday daywalk 

Micalong Campsite, H & H Track 

Leader: Mike Smith 

3A7B 

M a p : Couragago 1:25 0 0 0 , H & H guide 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at forest/picnic area carpark on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter 

Road at 8 .00am. Walk the H u m e and Hovell Track from near Log 

Bridge campsite to Micalong Creek campsite via Pompeys Pillar natural 

rock column. O n formed foot track and forest roads with some 

undulations and short sharp climbs. Car shuffle involved. 200kms, 

$ 4 0 per car. 

2 2 October Thursday meeting 

Proposed Canberra Nature Parle Guide Book 

Contact: Eleanor Stodart 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

Members interested in progressing the proposal for N P A to produce a 

guide hook to the natural and heriragc features of Canberra Nature 

Park are invited to attend a meeting at 3 8 James Street, Curtin, starting 

at 7 . 3 0 p m . T h e meeting will discuss the concept and possible layout 

of the book, as well as means of bringing it to fruition. Everyone most 

welcome. 

24^^fcpber Saturday daywalk de Salis Nobs 

 

Leader: Stephen Johnston 

3 A / C / E / F 

Maps: Corin D a m , Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 8 3 8 3 3 

From the Orroral Valley follow the road past the Cotter Gap track 

and climb 4 5 0 metres onto the ridge south o f de Salis Creek, and 

across three rocky nobs. Return via Cotter Gap. A fairly energetic day 

with some rock scrambling. Phone leader for details and bookings. 

60kms , $1 2 per car. 

2 5 October Sunday daywalk 

Honeysuckle to Orroral 

Leaders: Ol ive Buckman and M a x Lawrence 

2 A 

Maps: Corin D a m , Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: Ol ive 6 2 4 8 8 7 7 4 , M a x 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w), 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h) 

From the road near the Honeysuckle collimation tower site, follow 

the fire trail down to the old Orroral tracking station, and then down 

the heritage trail to Orroral campground. Nearly all down hill or flat, 

and we will be taking time to stop and stare and learn something of 

the history of the area. Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. 

Sizable car shuffle involved. 90kms , $ 1 8 per car. 

2 6 October to 1 November seven day packwalk 

Nadgee 

Leader: Graham Scully 

3 A B 

M a p : Nadgee 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 0 3 3 5 2 

This walk was originally scheduled for early August, but wet and wild 

weather forced its postponement. There are still a couple o f vacancies, 

so people interested should phone early to secure a berth. 

2 8 October daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Barric Ridgway 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 6 9 6 

T h e October edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks- Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 9 October Thursday night out 

A Special Evening 

All members are invited to a joint K H A - N P A - F B l - C B C 'gear night' 

at Jurkiewicz Adventure Sports on Thursday 2 9 October. Jurkiewicz 

have kindly agreed to open between 6 p m and around 9 p m specially 

for us. What's more, purchases made on the night will receive a 2 0 % 

discount. Refreshments will be available, and guest speakers will begin 

the evening. So, if you've been thinking about a new tent, boots or 

even just a tube o f seam sealant, or would simply like to meet other 

members o f the four organisations, c o m e right along. 

Jurkiewicz are located at 47 W o I l o n g o n g S t , Fyshwick(as if you didn't 

know!). See you there. 

1 November Sunday daywalk 

Coree Falls 

Leader: M a x Lawrence 

2 A / B / E 

M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

Meet at 8 .30ani at the picnic area carpark in the pines off Uriarra 

Road near where it joins the Cotter Road. T h e walk starts from the 

arboretum at Blundclls Flat, and proceeds via Pabral Road, with a 

final descent through light scrub to the falls on C o r e e Creek . 

Exploration o f the falls may involve some rock scrambling (not 

compulsory 1.). 9 0 k m s , $ 1 8 per car. 

7 — 8 November car c a m p arid cruise 

Montague Island and W a g o n g a Inlet 

Leader: Len H a s k e w 

Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Details o f this activity were provided in the last program, and 

participants should by now have made their bookings and paid their 

money. Having done so, don't forget to turn up! 

8 November Sunday daywalk (half or full day) 

Mulligans Flat 

Leader: Bev H a m m o n d 

2 A 

M a p : Canberra U B D 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 6 5 7 7 

A second chance for those who were rained out in July. Drive down 

Gundaroo Road Gungahlin to die N S W border (last 5km gravel) to 

meet at 9 .00am. Walk the fence line of the Themada Paddock for 

expansive views. Morning walkers leave us there. Others continue in 

main reserve beside die border, along the old tree-lined Murrumbateman-

Bungendore road to the woolshed sice, 'Mulligans Flat', and return to 

the start. 



15 November Sunday daywalk 

M t M o r g a n 

Leader: Steven Hill 

3 A 

M a p s : Yaouk, Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 3 1 9 1 8 6 

For those w h o missed Phil Gatenby's packwalk, another chance to 

explore one o f the highest local mountains. Start at Lone Pine trail in 

Yaouk Valley, steepish climbs at times o n crack to summit. A n extensive 

tour around the summit viewpoints to witness the majesty o f much o f 

the things that matter to us. Meet at Kambah Village shops at 7 .30am. 

2 0 0 k m s , $ 4 0 per car. 

2 2 November (Sunday) 

N a m a d g i W o r k Party 

Contact: Clive Hurlstone 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 7 5 9 2 ( h ) , 6 2 4 6 5 5 l 6 ( w ) 

This is your chance to help bush regeneration in the areas at Gudgenby 

formerly occupied by the notorious Boboyan Pines. O n this exercise 

we will be engaged mainly in removing pine seedlings and attacking 

briars. Th i s is a big project where our work parries can really make a 

difFerence, Please phone Clive for details (and to volunteer'.). 

2 5 N o v e m b e r daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: M i k e Smith 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

T h e November edition o f our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 ^ B S 9 November weekend packwalk Tabletop  

 Mounta in and beyond 

Leader: Phil Gatenby 

3 A / B / D / F 

Maps: Denison, Cabramurra 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

W a l k south from Kiandra to explore the area around Tabletop 

Mountain and Waterhole Creek. C l imb up Tabletop. Phone leader 

early for details, bookings. 3 0 0 k m s , $ 6 0 per car. 

2 9 November Sunday daywalk 

M t AJnslie — M t Majura circuit 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

2 A / C 

M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

M e e t in carpark behind W a r Memorial at 9 .00am. C l imb M r Ainslie 

on track, then across eastern side o f Canberra Nature Park and climb 

M t Majura for lunch. Great views in most directions. Return to cars 

by tracks around the western base o f both hills. 

6 December Sunday daywalk 

Franklin, Aggie, Bendora 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

2 A 

M a p : Namadgi m a p and guide 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet among the pines at the carpark on Uriarra Road just off the 

Cotter road at 8 .30am. A pleasant day taking in three o f the walking 

tracks close to the M t Franklin road. T h e M t Franklin track features 

new interpretive displays o f the areas skiing history. T h e M t Aggie 

track features beautiful woodland and views down into the Brindabella 

Valley and beyond. T h e Cotter circuit crosses the Cotter below Bendora 

D a m , and then passes through peppermint forest and a ribbon gum 

gully to the Bendora D a m picnic area. 150kms, $ 3 0 per car. 

13 December (Sunday) 

Christmas Party 

Contact: M a x Lawrence 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

This year's Christmas party will be at Caloola Farm, and will be 

something of a variation on the theme established so successfully at 

Nil Desperandum over the last couple o f years. Basically we're looking 

for things to get under way from about 11 .00am on, so bring a picnic 

lunch. Acce&s is much simplified compared with Nils, but there are 

still a couple o f gates, and you'll have to open and close them! For 

those of you who haven't been to Caloola, head south from Tharwa 

past the Namadgi Visitors Centre, and turn left immediately after 

you cross the bridge over the Gudgenby River at Naas (if you get to 

Fitz's Hill you've gone too far!). Caloola is then about seven or eight 

kilometres on ac the end o f the dirt road. Members wishing to sleep 

over at Caloola on the Saturday night should book with Max . 

2 0 December Sunday daywalk 

Cathedral Rocks 

Leaden C o l McAlister 

2 A 7 C 

M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

M e e t at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . A cl imb from the Orroral 

campground o f some 4 0 0 metres to hill 1 3 1 6 . T h e n down about 

1 0 0 metres to the massive formation o f Cathedral Rocks for lunch. 

Return via Orroral Homestead and track to campground. 7 0 kms, 

$ 1 4 per car. 

2 3 to 2 7 January 1 9 9 9 packwalk 

Brogo Wilderness 

Leader: Stephen Johnston 

Phone: 6 2 5 8 3 8 3 3 

Stephen is planning a four or five day packwalk in the nigged and 

wonderful Brogo Wilderness o f South East N S W . M o r e details will 

be in the January-March O u t i n g s Program accompanying your 

December Bulletin. 

February or March 1 9 9 9 packwalk 

Pinch River to Thredbo 

Leaders: M i c k Kelly ( 0 2 4 4 7 2 3 9 5 9 ) 

M a x Lawrence ( 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 ) 

M i c k and M a x are contemplating a one week packwalk from the 

junction o f the Pinch and Snowy Rivers on the Barry W a y below 

Jindabyne to Dead Horse G a p and Thredbo. See your next Outings 

Program. 



the wi lderness area p roposed in the 
N P W S repor t . To the current area 
o f 3 1 9 7 7 , h e c t a r e s w h i c h w a s 
initially declared in Sep tember 1983 
u n d e r t h e National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1974, t h e o p t i o n 
suppor ted b y the N P A w o u l d add 
ano ther 4 2 1 7 2 hec ta res inc lud ing 
2 3 1 4 6 h e c t a r e s o f W a d b i l l i g a 
Nat ional Park cover ing the Queens 
P o u n d a n d W a d b i l l i g a R i v e r 
catchments, north o f the Brogo; 5616 
h e c t a r e s o f t h e a d j o i n i n g 
Murrabr ine Sta te Fores t and 13291 
hectares o f the B e m b o k a sect ion o f 
the S o u t h E a s t F o r e s t s N a t i o n a l 
Pa rk which lies be tween the town 
o f B e m b o k a and the B r o g o D a m to 
the north-east . 

T h e N P W S r e p o r t r e c o r d s 
p r e d i c t a b l e o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e 
e x p a n d e d w i l d e r n e s s d e c l a r a t i o n 
from s o m e recrea t ion use r g roups 
because o f a loss o f access for non-
wilderness compatible activities, but 
c o m m e n d a b l y h i g h l i g h t s t h e 
d e t r i m e n t a l i m p a c t s o f r o a d s , 
vehicles and horse riding on natural 
areas. 

T h e principal consideration should 
no t b e the often c la imed "rights" o f 
recreat ion use r groups , bu t ra ther 
the relat ive impac ts o f all fo rms o f 
recreat ion in relat ion to the natural 
i n t e g r i t y o f d i f f e r e n t a r e a s . A 
r e g i o n a l a p p r o a c h i s r e q u i r e d in 
recreat ion p lanning that considers 
the quali t ies and pas t and present 
land u se o f all c rown lands ra ther 
than a par t icular nat ional pa rk or 
state forest a rea in i so la t ion . T h e 
repor t reflects this approach whe re 
i t no tes (p 64) that there a re ample 
opportunit ies for four-wheel dr iving 
and h o r s e r i d i n g in n e a r b y s ta te 
forests wh ich have been subject to 
far g rea t e r leve ls o f mod i f i c a t i on 
t h r o u g h l o g g i n g a n d t h e 
deve lopmen t o f access roads than 
m o s t parts o f the Brogo wi lderness . 

There is a need to n o t on ly close 
roads that run through the proposed 
e x p a n d e d B r o g o w i l d e r n e s s , t o 
publ ic vehicular and ho r se use , bu t 
a l so to t h o r o u g h l y a s s e s s w h i c h 
roads should b e closed to all vehicles 
a n d r e h a b i l i t a t e d . O n e p r i m e 
p r o s p e c t for th is a p p r o a c h is the 
dead end t rack to Yankees M a t . 

W h i l e t h e 
N P W S m a y 
w i s h t o 
ma in ta in the 
R a z o r b a c k 
F i re Trail for 
m a n a g e m e n t 
a c c e s s a s i t 
runs from the 
t a b l e l a n d 
n e a r t h e 
h e a d w a t e r s 
o f the Tuross 
d o w n t o t h e 
s e t t l e d 
c o a s t a l 
h i n t e r l a n d , th i s p e r c e i v e d n e e d 
s h o u l d b e b a l a n c e d b y t h e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n tha t i t d i v i d e s t h e 
p roposed Wadbi l l iga-Queens Pound 
R i v e r and Brogo River wi lderness 
sect ions o f the park. A s a ridgeline 
trail, Razorback is also h ighly visible 
from par ts o f the M o u n t Wadbi l l iga 
p l a t e a u . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y c o m p r o m i s e s t h e 
wi lderness integrity o f t h e p roposed 
expanded area. 

W h i l e s o m e roads are necessary 
for f ire cont ro l and m a n a g e m e n t 
a c t i v i t i e s , r o a d d e v e l o p m e n t , in 
N S W and Victoria at least , has been 
c a r r i e d o u t i n a l a r g e l y ad h o c 
manner . There seems to have been 
a sense that any modera te ly la rge 
natural area which is no t crossed b y 
a road wil l inevi tably const i tute a 
grea ter fire risk. T h e architects o f 
th is n o w discredited po l i cy did no t 
adequate ly , i f at all, cons ide r the 
effects on the natural env i ronment 
a n d t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e c o s t s o f 
m a i n t a i n i n g the r o a d s , le t a l o n e 
w h e t h e r the roads w o u l d b e o f real 
benef i t in fire prevent ion. 

T h e y also did no t take account o f 
the increased access the roads wou ld 
a l low to relatively r emo te areas for 
la rger numbers o f publ ic users w h o 
a r e all t o o of ten r e s p o n s i b l e . for 
s t a r t i n g f i r e s , a c c i d e n t a l l y o r 
deliberately. A report 14 years ago 
b y t h e H o u s e o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e o n 
E n v i r o n m e n t and C o n s e r v a t i o n , 
Bushfires and the Australian 
Environment (August 1984) , heard 
e v i d e n c e f rom the N P W S tha t a 
survey in one national pa rk showed 

Along the Brogo River. 
Photo Stephen Johnston. 

that nine out o f every 10 fires started 
from the edge o f trails (p 18) . W h i l e 
suppor t ing the service 's v i e w tha t 
s o m e fire t rai ls w o u l d h a v e to b e 
c o n s t r u c t e d , w i t h s u b s e q u e n t 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t c a r e f u l l y 
assessed, the c o m m i t t e e sa id : " . . . . 
there are areas such as natural par ts 
o f parks and reserves remote from 
other assets whe re trail construction 
is unnecessa ry and the advantages 
o f a c c e s s a re o u t w e i g h e d b y t h e 
d isadvantages . T h e Service s ta ted 
t h a t a l a c k o f t r a i l s w a s n o t a 
d i s a d v a n t a g e a n d t h a t o t h e r 
m e t h o d s c o u l d b e e m p l o y e d in 
national parks."(p 18) . 

T h e N P A s u p p o r t s t h e l o n g -
established v i e w that more intrusive 
management , mcluding maintaining 
an appropriate level o f exis t ing road 
a c c e s s , m o r e i n t e n s i v e f i r e 
m a n a g e m e n t , and w e e d and feral 
animal control wi l l b e necessary in 
a buffer zone w h e r e a w i l d e r n e s s 
a r e a a b u t s r u r a l l a n d s . T h i s i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e t o t h e 
western edge o f the Brogo wilderness 
along the Kydra Fire Trail and in the 
sou the rn B e m b o k a sec t ion o f t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s . B u t t h e r e m a i n i n g 
trackless areas m u s t b e kep t in tha t 
state to m a x i m i s e protect ion o f f lora 
and fauna and to remind visi tors o f 
wha t the eastern ranges o f Austra l ia 
once looked like. 

Stephen Johns ton , 

C o n v e n e r E n v i r o n m e n t 
Sub-Commit tee 



Proposed Perisher Range Village master plan 
T h e a r e a n o w k n o w n as t h e 
K o s c i u s z k o Na t iona l Pa rk ( K N P ) 
has been unde r threat m a n y t imes 
s i n c e E u r o p e a n o c c u p a t i o n o f 
Australia- The effects ofgoldmining, 
g r a z i n g , t i m b e r - g e t t i n g , 
h y d r o e l e c t r i c i t y g e n e r a t i o n and 
divers ion o f wa te r for irrigation are 
sti l l m u c h in ev idence . Howeve r , 
s ince the official ending o f grazing 
above 4500 feet in 1957 {in reali ty 
it w a s to con t inue for some years 
due to the lack o f enforcement and 
rearguard act ion b y graziers) and in 
the park as a w h o l e in 1969, the 
m a i n threatB h a v e b e e n fe ra l 
a n i m a l s (p ig s , horses , four-wheel 
dr ives) and the ski industry. 

Ski ing in K N P has a lways been 
legit imate. However , since the early 
days o f the deve lopmen t o f human 
c o m m u n i t i e s w i t h i n t h e p a r k 
specif ical ly for w i n t e r recreat ion, 
words o f caution have been sounded. 
W K H a n c o c k , in his p i o n e e r i n g 
e c o l o g i c a l s t u d y o f t h e r e g i o n , 
Discovering Monaro,' w a r n e d in 
1 9 7 2 o f t h e t h r e a t s p o s e d b y 
increased ski-related deve lopment 
in t h e p a r k a n d the d a n g e r s o f 
ent repreneurs seeking commercia l 
activities in the s u m m e r to bolster 
the i r win te r i ncome . H a n c o c k , in 
w e l c o m i n g the for thcoming Plan o f 
M a n a g e m e n t e x p e c t e d "It w i l l 
r e n d e r j u s t i c e to all l e g i t i m a t e 
interests in the Park - not least, to 
the skiers and the summer tourists. 
Never theless , the expansion o f the 
t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y wi l l t ake p l a c e 
p r edominan t ly outside the Park's 
boundaries" . 

Hancock w a s wri t ing at the end 
o f a l o n g a n d b i t t e r p e r i o d o f 
s t r u g g l e b y s c i e n t i s t s a n d 
b u s h w a l k e r s . A fa r s igh ted N S W 
Minis ter for Lands , Tom Lewis, had 
p u s h e d t h r o u g h t h e n e c e s s a r y 
m a n a g e m e n t s t ruc ture to ensure 
the survival o f the alpine area in 
NSW. 

Alas , the bat t le was far from w o n 
and once m o r e the vandals are at 
the gates. T h e ski industry, on this 
occasion Per i sher Blue Pty Ltd, has 
appl ied for an extra 1000 beds at 

P e r i s h e r V i l l a g e . T h i s p r o p o s a l 
i n v o l v e s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 
v i l lage conta in ing bu i ld ings (up to 
four storeys) with apartments, hotel 
a n d c o m m e r c i a l o p e r a t i o n s a n d 
l e s s e r d e v e l o p m e n t a t S m i g g i n 
Holes . 

T h e p r o p o s a l is c u r r e n t l y t h e 
subject o f a Commiss ion o f Inquiry 
set u p by the Minis te r for Urban 
Affairs and Planning at the request 
o f t h e N S W M i n i s t e r fo r t h e 
Envi ronment . In its submiss ion to 
the Inquiry the N S W Depar tment 
o f U r b a n Af fa i r s a n d P l a n n i n g 
d e s c r i b e s t h e a i m o f t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h i t o p p o s e s , 
thus: 

' T h e stated overall deve lopment 
concept is to transfer the present 
relatively low key Perisher Range 
resorts [including Smigg in Holes! 
i n t o p r e - e m i n e n t d e s t i n a t i o n s 
p r o v i d i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l a s s 
fac i l i t ies ca t e r ing n o t o n l y for 
winter but year round recreational 
activity. " 2 

T h e inquiry is an interest ing one. 
It is n o t b e i n g c o n d u c t e d b y the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
( N P & W S ) , i n d e e d , t h e y as t h e 
proponents o f the deve lopment are 
already compromised w h e n it comes 
to evaluat ing the proposal . Rather, 
i t i s b e i n g c o n d u c t e d u n d e r the 
a u s p i c e s o f a M i n i s t e r w h o s e 
d e p a r t m e n t c l e a r l y f e e l s t h e 
proposal is wrong on environmental , 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n , r e g i o n a l 
p lanning and m a n y o ther re lated 
issues. 

T h e c o n s e r v a t i o n m o v e m e n t 
opposes the proposal as wel l . The 
National Parks Associat ions o f N S W 
and the A C T have a long and solid 
involvement in the battle to ensure 
the Austral ian Alps are pro tec ted . 3 

Our opposition is based on the core 
pr inc ip le o f the assoc ia t ions that 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s a r e f i r s t a n d 
foremos t for na ture conse rva t i on 
and the maintenance o f biodiversity. 
N o w h e r e is this m o r e i m p o r t a n t 
than in KNP, which, a long wi th the 
A lp ine National Park in Victoria , 
contains the only examples o f alpine 

e c o s y s t e m s o n t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
m a i n l a n d . C o m m e r c i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t s as far as p o s s i b l e 
s h o u l d b e o u t s i d e p a r k s . T h e 
exist ing ski resorts in K N P are a 
f a c t o f l i f e a n d w i t h a l l t h e i r 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d p l a n n i n g 
faults, wil l a lways exist . However , 
th i s i s n o r e a s o n to a l l o w t h e i r 
expans ion and deve lopment into all 
y e a r round p l a y g r o u n d s for the 
rich. 

T h e Nat iona l Parks Associat ions 
o f N S W and the A C T and the Colong 
Foundat ion for Wilderness funded 
the preparat ion o f a submiss ion to 
the inquiry and T imothy Walsh and 
Nevil le Esau at tended two days o f 
hear ings at Ber r ida le on 12 M a y 
and 10 June 1998. 

T h e c o n s e r v a t i o n groupB' 
submiss ion opposed the N P & W S ' s 
a t tempt to just i fy the deve lopment 
p roposa l on the g r o u n d s tha t by 
sell ing additional bed rights it wil l 
gene ra t e i n c o m e to c lean up the 
env i ronmenta l d a m a g e caused by 
p r e v i o u s p o o r l y p l a n n e d a n d 
control led deve lopments . 

A t t h e f irst a t t e n d a n c e o f t h e 
hear ing , the NPA representa t ives 
w e r e d e e p l y i m p r e s s e d b y t h e 
a rguments put forward by officials 
o f the S n o w y River Shire Counci l , 
w i t h i n whoBe l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t 
b o u n d a r y Per i she r res ides . T h e y 
s t rongly opposed the deve lopment 
on nature conservation grounds and 
m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i f i n c r e a s e d 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d r e l a t e d 
commerc ia l activit ies are needed in 
the area, then these should occur in 
e x i s t i n g t o w n s o u t s i d e the p a r k 
s u c h as C o o m a , B e r r i d a l e a n d 
J indabyne . 

To o u r u t t e r a m a z e m e n t a n d 
d i s m a y w h e n w e a t t e n d e d t h e 
s e c o n d d a y o f t h e h e a r i n g a t 
B e r r i d a l e t h r e e w e e k s la ter t h e 
S n o w y R i v e r S h i r e M a y o r , K e n 
P r e n d e r g a s t , r e v e r s e d this v i e w 
c o m p l e t e l y a n d s a i d c o u n c i l 
s u p p o r t e d the P e r i s h e r V i l l a g e 
p r o p o s a l s u b j e c t to s o m e t o w n 
p l a n n i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

continued on page 13 



Adventure clothing and 
equipment 
A n y o n e p a s s i n g b y t h e G r i f f i n 
C e n t r e on T h u r s d a y even ing , 21 
May, could have been excused for 
th ink ing that N P A m e m b e r s w e r e 
be ing ki t ted out for an expedi t ion 
to the subantarct ic is lands. Dav id 
E d w a r d s , f rom t h e Q u e a n b e y a n -
b a s e d f i r m , M o n t A d v e n t u r e 
E q u i p m e n t , had b rough t a long a 
v e r y ex tens ive r ange o f w in te r and 
w e t wea the r gea r for m e m b e r s to 
l o o k at and t ry on . It w a s a v e r y 
s u c c e s s f u l s t r a t e g y as b r i g h t l y 
coloured garments w e n t f rom h a n d 
t o h a n d , o r p e r h a p s m o r e 
accurately, from hand to b a c k to 
hand . Indeed, it m a y have been the 
m o s t colourful general m e e t i n g w e 
have ever had! 

M o n t h a d i ts g e n e s i s s o m e 20 Andrew Montgomery  
y e a r s a g o w h e n A n d r e w 
M o n t g o m e r y b e g a n m a k i n g 
s leeping bags and d o w n c lo th ing in 
his Canber ra garage . It is n o w an 
A u s t r a l i a n - b a s e d c o m p a n y 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g h i g h q u a l i t y 
ou tdoor c lothing and equ ipment for 
sa le in Aust ra l ia and for expor t to 
the U S A , Japan and N e w Zea land . 
A l t h o u g h m o s t m a n u f a c t u r i n g is 
n o w d o n e in Fij i , the re is sti l l a 
factory in Queanbeyan and all the 
d e s i g n w o r k a n d p r o d u c t 
d e v e l o p m e n t i s u n d e r t a k e n in 
Aus t ra l ia . M o n t staff e n g a g e d in 

these tasks a re all ac t ive ou tdoor 
enthusiasts w h o br ing a wea l th o f 
practical knowledge and exper ience 
to their work . T h e y design c lo th ing 
and e q u i p m e n t for b u s h w a l k e r s , 
c l imbers , cycl is ts and skiers . 

M o s t o f the ga rmen t s d i sp layed 
were o f compos i te construction w i th 
m o r e than one type o f fabric b e i n g 
incorpora ted in to a s ingle garment , 
fabrics be ing selected to m e e t the 
specif ic d e m a n d s o f the ga rmen t . 
F o r e x a m p l e , a h a r d w e a r i n g 
material is selected for the shoulder 
a rea o f a j a c k e t d e s i g n e d for the 
pack walker . T w o - and three- layer 
Gore-Tex are t h e m o s t w i d e l y used 
fabrics. 

D a v i d ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n 
d e m o n s t r a t e d j u s t h o w 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d t h e d e s i g n a n d 
m a n u f a c t u r e o f o u t d o o r g e a r h a s 
b e c o m e . T h e t r e n d i s t o w a r d s a 
r a n g e o f g a r m e n t s , e a c h i s 
des igned to m e e t the r equ i r emen t s 
o f a s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n . F a b r i c 
se lec t ion a n d d e s i g n a i m to m e e t 
p a r t i c u l a r d e m a n d s f o r s u c h 
qual i t ies as w e i g h t , w a r m t h , w i n d -
p r o o f i n g , b r e a t h i n g , v e n t i l a t i o n 
a n d a b r a s i o n r e s i s t a n c e . T h e 
r e s u l t i s a r a n g e o f i t e m s w i t h 
ident i f iable qual i t ies tha t c a n then 
b e m a t c h e d w i t h the n e e d s o f the 
user . A v e r y l i gh twe igh t w i n d p r o o f 

a n d s h o w e r p r o o f j a c k e t w h i c h had 
b e e n d e s i g n e d p r i m a r i l y for h i g h 
e n e r g y ac t iv i t i e s such as cyc l i ng 
w a s o n d i s p l a y a n d v e r y w e l l 
d e m o n s t r a t e d t h i s a p p r o a c h . To 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e s e 
d e v e l o p m e n t s , p u r c h a s e r s n e e d to 
iden t i fy h o w g a r m e n t s a re to be 
u s e d a n d t h e q u a l i t i e s f a v o u r e d 
be fo re m a k i n g the i r s e l ec t ion . 

Colours (is b lack a co lour? ) and 
c o l o u r p a t t e r n s e m p l o y e d in the 
ga rments d isp layed were , to say the 
l e a s t , s t r i k i n g . T h e f a b r i c 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s , n o t j u s t f a sh ion , 
con t r i bu t e to th i s b y i n t roduc ing 
n e w co lour ranges at regular , often 
annual , intervals. David opined that 
A u s t r a l i a n s a r e s t i l l r a t h e r 
conse rva t i ve in the c o l o u r s takes 
c o m p a r e d w i t h , s ay , J a p a n e s e 
ou tdoor enthus ias ts . 

I n t h e q u e s t i o n t i m e a t t h e 
conc lus ion o f his talk, D a v i d gave 
s o m e sugges t ions on h o w to m a k e 
G o r e - T e x g a r m e n t s w o r k m o r e 
effectively. H e advised tha t i t was 
essential to w e a r Svicking' garments 
n e x t to t h e sk in and then to wea r 
as f ew layers as poss ib le be tween 
th is and the Gore-Tex outer shell. 
H e also adv i sed to w a s h and cool 
i r o n G o r e - T e x g a r m e n t s 
occasional ly. 

L e n H a s k e w a n d S y d Comfort 

Proposed Perisher Range Village master plan continued 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the d e v e l o p e r 
h a d b e e n active! Unfortunately, i t 
seems that there is virtually no local 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m o v e m e n t i n t h e 
S n o w y R i v e r S h i r e to l o b b y t h e 
counci l on mat ters such as this . 

M a k e n o m i s t a k e . W h a t h a s 
h a p p e n e d in t h e V i c t o r i a n A l p s , 
whe re ski deve lopments have been 
a l l o w e d to o v e r r i d e n a t u r e 
conservat ion, is poised to occur in 
K N P on a scale unknown previously. 
Once Perisher "Village is "upgraded" 
t h e i n c r e m e n t a l c o m m e r c i a l 

deve lopment wi l l relent lessly occur 
year b y year, va l ley by valley. 

O n c e m o r e t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t m u s t r a l l y to o p p o s e 
these inappropr ia te deve lopmen t s 
p roposed for the Park. Wri te to the 
N S W Premier, the Hon B o b Carr M P 
wi th copies to the Hon P a m Al len 
MP, Minis ter for the Env i ronmen t 
a n d t h e H o n G a r y K n o w l e s MP, 
M i n i s t e r fo r U r b a n A f f a i r s a n d 
P l a n n i n g , P a r l i a m e n t H o u s e , 
Sydney to express your v i ews . 

Timothy W a l s h 

1 W K Hancock , Discovering Monaro 
- A Study of Man's Impact on his 
Environment, C U P Cambr idge 1972 
p p 180-181, 191 
2 Primary Submission to the 
Commission of Inquiry into the 
Perisher Range Master Plan EIS, 
N S W Depa r tmen t o f U r b a n Affairs 
and P lann ing [1998] 
3 S e e for example Australia's Alpine 
Areas: Management for 
Conservation, p a p e r s f r o m a 
conference a r ranged by N P A ( A C T ) , 
Canber ra 1985 



Planting eucalypts where pine trees grew 
F e l l i n g o f the B o b o y a n p i n e 
planta t ion is on hold till marke t s 
i m p r o v e , but rehabi l i ta t ion o f the 
area already felled is n o w under way, 
t h a n k s to a g r o u p o f v o l u n t e e r s . 
For tunate ly , e n o u g h p repa ra t ion , 
including the col lect ing o f seed and 
b u r n i n g o f s lash , h a d b e e n d o n e 
before withdrawal o f funding by the 
G o v e r n m e n t and t h e p ro j ec t c a n 
therefore cont inue. 

A t a series of meet ings in June and 
July, interested peop le formed the 
G u d g e n b y B u s h R e g e n e r a t i o n 
Group with the a im to "assist with 
rehabil i tat ion o f the Boboyan pine 
a r e a a s r e c o m m e n d e d in t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n o f N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k " . A l e c E l l i s i s 
p r e s i d e n t and E l e a n o r S t o d a r t , 
secretary. A broad range o f people , 
mcluding representatives o f families 
w h o fa rmed the a rea and several 
N P A m e m b e r s h a v e s h o w n an 
in te res t . A n n C o n n o l l y , w h o w a s 
p rev ious ly project coo rd ina to r for 
the Boboyan pines and w h o n o w is 
Parkcare coordinator for A C T Parks 
a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n , i s p r o v i d i n g 
w e l c o m e support, and rangers from 
Namadgi , Steve W e l c h ( n o w on long 
service leave) and A m a n d a Carey, 
are do ing their best to steer through 
t h e exper t adv ice and deve lop an 
effective program. 

T h e main features o f the p rogram 
have been influenced by exper ience 

at Jounama, an erstwhile pine forest 
be ing conver ted to bush l and nea r 
Tumut . Regenerat ion there w a s bes t 
af ter b u r n i n g , s e e d i n g h a d b e s t 
resu l t s w h e n d o n e in winter , a n d 
p lan t ing o f s e e d l i n g s w a s bes t in 
spring. 

For tuna te ly , after a l o n g d e l a y 
wai t ing for rain, the slash was burnt 
in a f e w f ine d a y s after t h e f irst 
s h o w e r b u t b e f o r e e v e r y t h i n g 
b e c a m e too we t . E v e n t h o u g h t h e 
weather was colder than ideal , the 
burners managed to create the r ight 
k ind o f fire for the purpose, with air 
currents d rawing smoke and flames 
to a central r i s ing c o l u m n and so 
creat ing a hot fire, as showed clearly 
in the pho tograph in The Canberra 
Times on 21 June . 

Exclosures are to be built to protect 
s o m e a r e a s f r o m k a n g a r o o a n d 
rabbi t grazing, and some wil l have 
spec i f i c r e g i m e s o f p l a n t i n g a n d 
protect ion to test a l imi ted n u m b e r 
of variables so that results will point 
to me thods that are m o s t effective 
for regenerat ion. 

E n o u g h seed to do m u c h o f the 
area has a l ready been col lected, but 
m o r e m a y b e n e e d e d l a t e r , 
part icularly i f s o m e areas need to be 
r e d o n e . Y a r r a l u m l a N u r s e r y h a s 
germinated s o m e stock for plant ing, 
a n d t h e S o c i e t y fo r G r o w i n g 
A u s t r a l i a n P l a n t s h a s o f fe red to 
cont inue this w o r k . 

T h e f i r s t w o r k p a r t i e s o f t h e 
G u d g e n b y B u s h R e g e n e r a t i o n 
Group were held on 11 and 12 July, 
when the weather w a s favourable. 
After a heavy frost, both days were 
f ine , wi th a l i g h t b r e e z e in the 
a f t e r n o o n . T h i r t y - t h r e e p e o p l e 
attended on the Saturday and nine 
on Sunday. 

Saturday's w o r k began wi th some 
s y m b o l i c p l a n t i n g s . F i r s t t h e 
Minister for Urban Affairs, Brendan 
Smyth, planted a seedl ing on behalf 
o f the A C T Governmen t , then E s m a 
Cur t i s p l an ted o n e for the wh i t e 
se t t l e r s in t h e a r ea , t hen C l i v e 
Hurlstone for the NPA, planted one 
to represent the public 's interest in 
t h e p r o j e c t , a n d J o a n G o o d r u m 
p l a n t e d o n e o n b e h a l f o f t h e 
N g u n n a w a l p e o p l e . T h e n t h e 
workforce d i spe r sed to tackle the 
five different tasks o f the weekend -
building the first exclosure, sowing 
s e e d i n t o p r e p a r e d g r o u n d , 
b roadcas t ing seed, co l lec t ing and 
burning unopened p ine cones , and 
training in wate r qual i ty testing. 

A b o u t h a l f o f Sa tu rday ' s g roup 
were involved in sowing seed into 
prepared ground . T h e Minis ter and 
his two daughters worked hard for 
the morn ing . B e i n g the younges t 
there, Amy and Lorena will have the 
best opportuni ty to see the results 
o f their labour, for this is a long-term 
project. T h e r ip l ines w h i c h were 

The Minister watches Joan Goodrum plant a seedling NPA member David Hall buries the exclosure netting, 
for the Ngunnawal people. Photo Eleanor Stodart Photo Eleanor Stodart. 



p r e p a r e d fo r the p l a n t i n g o f the 
p ines are clearly vis ible in the bare 
soil today, with the charred s tumps 
o f the mature trees bes ide them. So 
h o w long m u s t i t b e before the area 
beg ins to look l ike a normal p iece o f 
b u s h ? 

W h i l e w a l k i n g in l i ne s o v e r the 
g r o u n d t r y i n g to s e l e c t t h e b e s t 
a r e a s t o h o e a n d s o w s e e d w e 
r e a l i s e d h o w success fu l t h e b u r n 
h a d b e e n . O v e r m o s t o f t h e a rea 
f i n e r u b b i s h a n d c o n e s w e r e 
c o m p l e t e l y b u r n t , b u t p l e n t y o f 
c h a r r e d l o g s r e m a i n t o p r o v i d e 
s h e l t e r . C l o s e t o t h e t o p r o a d 
w h e r e t h e f i re w a s l e s s i n t e n s e 
t h e r e a r e a l r e a d y n u m e r o u s 
e u c a l y p t s e e d l i n g s . ( T h e r e w e r e 
a l s o s o m e p i n e s e e d l i n g s , b u t 
t h e s e w e r e d i s p a t c h e d qu ick ly . ) 

F o r b r o a d c a s t i n g , t h e s e e d w a s 
m i x e d w i t h sand . E u c a l y p t s e e d is 
v e r y fine and i t needs to b e spaced . 
To h a v e seed l ings c o m e u p t h i c k l y 
l i ke g r a s s w o u l d b e a w a s t e . 

T h e pro jec t has a s t rong e l e m e n t 
o f p r a g m a t i s m as p l a n n i n g h a s 
h a d t o b e f i t t e d i n w i t h t h e 
r ange r s ' n o r m a l dut ies : the re i s n o 
l o n g e r a s ta f f m e m b e r d e d i c a t e d 
to t h e p ro j ec t . S o w h a t i s b e i n g 
p l a n t e d ref lects w h a t is ava i l ab le . 
N a t u r e and t i m e wi l l se lec t w h a t 
the f inal b u s h c o n t a i n s . T h e seed 
u s e d for b o t h m e t h o d s o f s o w i n g 
w a s c o l l e c t e d in t h e a rea . S n o w 
g u m , Eucalyptus pauciflora, a 
b r o a d - l e a v e d p e p p e r m i n t , E. 
dives, and c a n d l e b a r k , E. rubida 
are b e i n g s o w n in r o u g h l y equa l 
p r o p o r t i o n s . T h e P a r k s a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e a l s o h a s 
l im i t ed quan t i t i e s o f s eed o f b l a c k 
sal ly, E. stellulata, a n d t h i s wi l l 
b e s p r e a d a r o u n d t h e e d g e s o f f 
f ros t h o l l o w s . 

Toddkill T h e v o l u n t e e r s b u i l d i n g t h e 
2 0 x 2 0 m e x c l o s u r e w i t h i t s 2 m 
h igh f ence m u s t h a v e t e s t ed ou t 
T o d d y ' s p a t i e n c e , ( G r a h a m Toddkill Todkill 
T o d d k i l l o f P a r k s a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e supe rv i sed 
t h i s w o r k and w o r k e d w i th t h e 
c r e w ) b u t t o g e t h e r t h e 
e x p e r i e n c e d c r e w m a n a g e d to d i g 
t h e h o l e s , e r e c t t h e p o s t s a n d 
s t r a i n e r s , a t t a c h t h e w i r e a n d 
s t r a i n i t a n d t h e n a t t a c h t h e 

ne t t ing , a n d b u r y a n a r r o w str ip 
a t t h e b o t t o m . B y t h e e n d o f 
Sunday, w h e n j u s t the ga te needed 
to b e a t t ached , t h e e x c l o s u r e w a s 
l o o k i n g g o o d . W e h a v e p ro tec t ed a t 
l e a s t o n e l i t t l e i s l a n d f r o m t h e 
d e p r e d a t i o n s o f b o t h k a n g a r o o s 
a n d rabb i t s . F o l l o w i n g t h e r abb i t 
e r ad i ca t ion w o r k o f t h e p r e c e d i n g 
m o n t h s , t h e y w e r e n o t m u c h in 
ev idence , bu t kanga roo footprints 
c o u l d b e s e e n a l l o v e r t h e b a r e 
ground . 

It was a v e r y successful weekend , 
b u t w e h a v e n o t y e t d o n e 2 0 
hectares , and the re are another 70 
p l u s to go in the Hosp i t a l C r e e k 
a r e a a lone . 

T h e w o r k p a r t y o n 1 A u g u s t 
v i r t u a l l y c o v e r e d t h e r e s t o f 
c o m p a r t m e n t 915 o f the Hosp i ta l 
C r e e k a r e a , l e a v i n g t w o m o r e 

c o m p a r t m e n t s to do there. W e tried 
a s o w i n g t e c h n i q u e o f p r e p a r i n g 
g r o u n d a n d s c a t t e r i n g s e e d , 
s o m e t h i n g i n b e t w e e n t h e 
t e c h n i q u e s o f t h e p r e v i o u s w o r k Amanda Carey 
p a r t i e s . R a n g e r A m a n d a C a r e y 
suppl ied us w i t h p repa red acac ia 
seed as wel l as euca lyp tus seed . W e 
s o w e d a m i x t u r e o f b o t h and then 
spread acac ia seed over the h igher 
g r o u n d a l r e a d y s o w n w i t h 
euca lyp ts . S o , all the t o p h a l f o f the 
c o m p a r t m e n t , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
exc losures , h a s b o t h euca lyp t and 
acac ia seed . 

A coup l e o f y o u n g b o y s , S h a w n 
and Danie l Connaugh ton s e e m e d to 
e n j o y t h e m s e l v e s c o l l e c t i n g p i n e 
c o n e s a n d b u r n i n g t h e m . I t w a s 
g o o d to s e e a f a m i l y t a k i n g pa r t 
together . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Gudgenby Rehabilitation Group sowing seed. Photo Reg Alder. 



PARKWATCH 
Roads ide treasures 
Things are finally start ing to m o v e 
in N e w Sou th W a l e s on roads ide 
v e g e t a t i o n . T h i s i s c r u c i a l f o r 
biodiversi ty protect ion, as in some 
areas it is the only native vegetat ion 
left. The Roads and Traffic Authori ty 
( R T A ) has overseen the format ion o f 
a Roadside Environment Commit tee 
( R E C ) , r e p r e s e n t i n g g o v e r n m e n t 
agencies , the Nature Conserva t ion 
C o u n c i l , G r e e n i n g A u s t r a l i a and 
o t h e r s . T h e C o m m i t t e e h a s 
p r o d u c e d an exce l l en t v i d e o a n d 
t h r e e b o o k l e t s on a s s e s s m e n t , 
p l a n n i n g and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
r o a d s i d e m a n a g e m e n t to p r o t e c t 
nat ive vegetat ion. 
habitat, April, 1998 

A 3000-year j o u r n e y in the 
forest: is the end in s ight? 
In M o n g a , a mounta inous val ley on 
the edge o f the eastern e sca rpment 
not far from Canberra , there is the 
Btory o f the 3000-year caterpil lars. 
In this story there are tree ferns that 
g r o w unti l they can be m e a s u r e d 
from their height, to b e hundreds o f 
years old. When these ferns are four, 
five or even six hundreds yea r s old, 
they g row too tall to suppor t their 
o w n w e i g h t , and g r a c e f u l l y and 
s l o w l y b e n d to the g r o u n d . T h i s 
leads to a forest o f s trangely shaped 
ferns, arching and curving through 
the darkness o f the rainforest . 

Eventual ly the c rown o f the fern 
reaches the ground, and its weight 
taken, begins to climb back up again 
towards the light. Then a s t range 
th ing happens - roots form at the 
base o f the crown where it touches 
the ground and the tree fern starts 
to use these new roots instead o f the 
o ld . Eventually, the t runk rots away, 
leaving no trace o f hundreds o f years 
o f growth, and the n e w t runk n o w 
s t a n d s s o m e m e t r e s a w a y f r o m 
where the old t runk grew. 

T h e tree fern has m o v e d and it 
continues this cycle again and again 
a n d a g a i n , e a c h t i m e g r o w i n g , 
falling, and m o v i n g further a w a y 
unti l it is thousands of years old. 
T h e s e t r e e fe rns a re l i k e g i a n t 
ca terpi l lars c rawl ing th rough the 

forest , on a j ou rney , thousands o f 
years long. No o n e truly knows when 
they die , or w h e r e they end up . 

N o w perhaps there is an end in 
sight for their journey. It is an end 
involving bul ldozers , chainsaws, and 
fire. This i s whe re the paths o f forest 
and people somet imes meet . W h i l e 
w e cannot change the path that tree 
ferns or o ther forest creatures take, 
w e can decide our own. T h e Regional 
F o r e s t A g r e e m e n t ( R F A ) p r o c e s s 
occurr ing across N e w South Wales 
at the m o m e n t is setting that pa th 
for u s . but w e can influence which 
direction this pa th takes. 

O n e path cou ld see m a n y o f the 
precious forests o f N e w South Wales 
logged, clearfelled, and woodchipped 
for at least ano ther 20 years , and 
promises m a d e to the industry about 
w o o d supp ly tha t can't b e kept. A 
different path could see these forests 
p r o t e c t e d , a l o n g w i t h a sma l l e r , 
m o r e sus ta inable t imber industry, 
i n c l u d i n g e f f i c i e n t u s e o f 
plantat ions. T h e n perhaps the path 
o f t ree fe rns a n d h u m a n s w o u l d 
mee t only on a bushwalk or forest 
a p p r e c i a t i o n t r a i l , a m e e t i n g o f 
admirat ion ra ther than destruct ion. 

T h e conserva t ion m o v e m e n t has 
pu t forward a proposal wh ich would 
Bee th i s and o t h e r c ruc i a l a r ea s 
p r o t e c t e d , a s w e l l aa an e n d to 
clearfelling, securi ty for small value-
a d d i n g m i l l e r s f rom a w o o d c h i p -
d o m i n a t e d indus t ry , and e n o u g h 
w o o d for a sus t a inab le h a r d w o o d 
t i m b e r indus t ry . T h e S o u t h E a s t 
Forest All iance is calling urgently for 
p e o p l e to wr i t e to the N e w South 
Wales Premier, Boh Carr, asking h im 
t o s u p p o r t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
movement ' s proposa l . 

T h e e n d is in s ight far m a n y of our 
precious forests. Whether w e choose 
a path that leads us there is up to 
us . 
Bogong, Autumn, 1998 

H a n d s off o u r heritage rivers 

The Heritage Rivers Act 1992 w a s 
g i v e n b i p a r t i s a n s u p p o r t after a 
comprehens ive three-year review by 
the Land Conservat ion Counci l . It 
identifies 18 her i tage rivers that are 
afforded protect ion through this A c t 
because of their 'significant nature 
conserva t ion , recreat ion, scenic or 

cultural heri tage attributes'. 
B u t a l t h o u g h t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n 

e x i s t s , t h e S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t 
appears de termined to des t roy thei r 
special qualities. This c a m e to light 
w h e n charges against Senator B o b 
Brown of obstruct ing lawful forest 
o p e r a t i o n s n e a r t h e G o o l e n g o o k 
R i v e r w e r e d i s m i s s e d on 27 
F e b r u a r y 1 9 9 8 . T h e M a g i s t r a t e 
doubted the logging operat ions were 
lawful because they extended 100 
metres into the her i tage river area 
t h u s c o n t r a v e n i n g t h e H e r i t a g e 
R i v e r s A c t . M i n i s t e r T e h a n h a s 
indica ted tha t she is p repa red to 
c h a n g e t h e H e r i t a g e R i v e r s A c t 
retrospectively to slash the her i tage 
rivers areas by ha l f - in o ther words 
to m a k e t h e l a w fit the l o g g i n g , 
rather than having the logging abide 
by the law. This is nothing less than 
the abuse o f par l iament . 

M a n y of you m a y be aware that the 
M i n i s t e r fo r A g r i c u l t u r e a n d 
Resources, Patr ick M c N a m a r a has 
been t a lk ing a b o u t d a m m i n g the 
Mitchell o r T h o m p s o n Rivers , both 
o f w h i c h are h e r i t a g e rivers. In 
r e c e n t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e t o t h e 
V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n h e h a s s a i d , 'I 
understand that Southern Water is 
c u r r e n t l y i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e 
commercia l viabil i ty o f bui lding and 
operat ing a m e d i u m sized reservoir 
on one o f a n u m b e r o f potential s i tes 
identified by the former Rural Water 
C o r p o r a t i o n o n t h e M i t c h e l l , 
Thompson and Macal is ter Rivers . ' 
The VNPA is m o s t concerned at this 
turn of events and will be fol lowing 
the investigation carefully. 
People Caring for Nature, April, 
1998. 

Sydney water l a n d to b e c o m e 
national park 
T h e Minister for Urban Affairs and 
Planning, the Hon Craig Knowles , 
h a s recen t ly a s su red the N a t u r e 
Conservat ion Council o f N S W that 
S y d n e y W a t e r l a n d s in the B l u e 
Mountains will be transferred to the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. 
De l ive ry o f this c o m m i t m e n t has 
proven difficult d u e to opposi t ion b y 
Sydney Water. 

continued on page 17 



The NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 
Michael Saxon, Manager 
Threatened Species Unit Southern 
Zone, NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, addressed the June 
General Meeting of the association 
and gave us an interesting well 
documented and illustrated account 
of his Junctions and activities. The 
following are the notes Michael 
prepared for us. 

I r ecen t ly h a d t h e p l e a s u r e o f 
present ing a ta lk on the relat ively 
n e w N S W Threatened Species 
Conservation Act t o the N P A of the 
ACT. I say p leasure because i t w a s 
the first t ime in m a n y mon ths o f 
g i v i n g s i m i l a r t a l k s t h a t t h e 
a u d i e n c e w a s s u p p o r t i v e a n d 
g e n u i n e l y i n t e r e s t e d . G i v e n t h e 
wide-ranging impac t s o f the A c t on 
local government , developers , l and 

PARKWATCH continued 

A t t h e t i m e t h e S y d n e y W a t e r 
c o r p o r a t i s a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n w a s 
passed, conservationists warned that 
S y d n e y Water ' s l and mus t no t b e 
treated as an asset, bu t as part of the 
publ ic estate h e l d in trust b y the 
corporation. Conservationists we re 
assured by the F a h e y Government 
that the legislation ensured the n e w 
corporation's land assets would never 
b e s o l d . I n f a c t , t h e e n a b l i n g 
legislation was amended by the then 
National Par ty P lann ing Minister, 
Robert Webster, t o ensure that the 
land could be transferred only to the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and 'at no cos t . 

I t is a pity, h o w e v e r , "that t h e 
words ' to the Na t iona l Parks and 
Wi ld l i fe S e r v i c e ' w e r e n o t a d d e d 
f o l l o w i n g the w o r d s 'at n o cos t ' . 
Contrary to the v i e w s o f the Fahey 
Government , to t h e zealots in the 
corporation 'at no cost* means at no 
cost to the corporat ion. 

T h e c o r p o r a t i o n c o n s t a n t l y 
r e m i n d s its b o a r d o f d i rec tors to 
heed i t o w n commerc ia l charter and 
the State O w n e d Corporat ions A c t 
which specify that non-commercia l 
activities mus t on ly be undertaken 
with adequate compensat ion, in this 
case, financial r ecompense for land 
in the B lue Mounta ins . 

c leare rs etc, I f requent ly h a v e to 
f a c e m i s t r u s t , r e a l l y d i f f i c u l t 
ques t ions , and often anger. 

T h e A c t has b e e n in p lace since 
the beg inn ing o f 1996 and toge ther 
wi th 10 other biologis ts wi th in the 
Threa tened Spec ie s U n i t and five 
env i ronmenta l p lanners , w e have 
been responsible for coordinat ing its 
admin i s t r a t i on o v e r t h e 30 loca l 
government areas that m a k e u p the 
southern zone o f N S W . T h e zone's 
geographic corners are K i a m a in the 
no r th -eas t , C o w r a in t h e no r th ­
wes t , H u m e (Albury) to the south­
w e s t and B e g a to the south-east . 
Th i s h u g e area, o f course , takes in 
a w i d e a n d d i v e r s e r a n g e o f 
e n v i r o n m e n t s , f r o m t h e c o a s t a l 
hea ths , the forests o f the eastern 
seaboard , t h e r u g g e d escarpments , 

T h e Government 's pol icy o f having 
the Parks Serv ice m a n a g e Sydney 
W a t e r c a t c h m e n t s , a n d S y d n e y 
Wate r pay for the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
the ca tchments , is economica l ly and 
env i ronmen ta l l y ra t ional . S y d n e y 
Water should p a y the service so that 
c a t c h m e n t m a n a g e m e n t i s 'at no 
cost ' t o the N P W S . 

W h y s h o u l d t h e s e r v i c e a n d 
volunteers subsidise the corporation 
b y f ight ing f ires , con t ro l l ing p igs , 
h o r s e s a n d w e e d s ? P e r h a p s t h e 
volunteers r e m o v i n g weeds , he lp ing 
to control p igs and f ight ing fires in 
t h e S y d n e y W a t e r c a t c h m e n t s 
s h o u l d s e n d i n v o i c e s t o S y d n e y 
Wate r . In teres t ingly , s o m e o f the 
vo lun t ee r fire fighters are former 
ca tchment rangers o f Sydney Water, 
w h o s e j o b s w e r e rat ional ised for the 
wor sh ip o f e conomics . W h e n Lake 
Bur ragorang is full o f m u d , S y d n e y 
W a t e r wi l l k n o w tha t y o u cannot 
d r ink money. 

The Colong Bulletin, May, 1998. 

B y g u m - J a p a n m a k e s a tree 

T o y o t a h a s a n n o u n c e d p l a n s to 
l a u n c h i t s n e w a n d i m p r o v e d 
e u c a l y p t i n A u s t r a l i a . F a s t -
g r o w i n g , t o u g h a n d w i t h an 
e n h a n c e d a p p e t i t e f o r c a r b o n 
d ioxide , this i s a h igh- pe r fo rmance 
t ree . 

t ab le lands , sub-a lp ine and a lp ine 
areas, to the south-west s lopes. 

T h e threatened flora and fauna o f 
these environments is unfortunately 
n u m e r o u s . A t t h e l as t coun t , w e 
est imated the zone contains at least 
80 fauna and 120 plants current ly 
fisted as threatened. Dur ing m y ta lk 
w e discussed s o m e o f the m o r e we l l 
known ones in the greater A C T area 
such as corroboree frogs, grass land 
e a r l e s s d r a g o n s , s t r i ped l e g l e s s 
lizards, heath monitors , koalas, t iger 
q u o l l s , y e l l o w - b e l l i e d g l i d e r s , 
powerful owls , swift parrots, r egen t 
h o n e y e a t e r s , s u p e r b p a r r o t s , 
Wi lk inson ' s g rev i l l ea , Yass daisy, 
W e e J a s p e r g r e v i l l e a , b u t t o n 
wr inkle wor t and Swainson's purp le 
pea . 

continued on page 18 

In Toyota ' s v e n t u r e in to forestry, 
i t w i l l o w n 9 0 p e r c e n t o f a n e w 
c o m p a n y , A u s t r a l i a n Affores ta t ion 
P /L, w h i c h w i l l b e es tab l i shed in 
M e l b o u r n e . 

B e g i n n i n g n e x t year , Aus t r a l i an 
Affores ta t ion p l a n s to b u y l and in 
V i c t o r i a , S o u t h A u s t r a l i a a n d 
W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a , p l a n t i n g 5 0 0 
hec t a r e s a y e a r for a d e c a d e . 

I t w i l l t ake 10 yea r s for the first 
t r e e s p l a n t e d in A u s t r a l i a t o b e 
r eady for harves t ing . T h e trees w i l l 
b e c h o p p e d , c h i p p e d and s h i p p e d 
t o J a p a n , w h e r e N i p p o n P a p e r 
Indus t r i es wi l l p u l p the w o o d c h i p s 
to m a n u f a c t u r e p a p e r . . . w h i c h 
p r e s u m a b l y wi l l b e used to p r in t 
T o y o t a b r o c h u r e s and m a n u a l s . 

T h e J a p a n e s e t r e e , b e c a u s e i t 
g r o w s so qu ick ly , soaks u p m o r e 
ca rbon d iox ide than o ther s p e c i e s . 
It is no t c lear w h e t h e r the t rees are 
h y b r i d s or gene t i ca l ly eng inee red . 

E a c h h e c t a r e o f t h e T o y o t a 
e u c a l y p t p l a n t a t i o n w i l l c o u n t e r 
t h e g r e e n h o u s e i m p a c t o f o n l y t w o 
c a r s - s o t h e p l a n t a t i o n s w i l l 
n e g a t e the ta i l -p ipe emi s s ions o f 
on ly abou t 0.1 pe r cen t o f the to ta l 
A u s t r a l i a n c a r f l e e t . B u t i t ' s a 
start . 

Sydney Morning Herald, July 3 
1998 



Book Review 
Australian Alps: Kosciuszko, Alpine 
and Namadgi National Parks. 
B y Dierdre Slattery, U N S W Press. 
R R P $29 .95 . 
This book is the third title in a series 
on Austra l ian na t ional parks and 
c o v e r s t h e t h r e e A l p s n a t i o n a l 
p a r k s , A l p i n e , K o s c i u s z k o , a n d 
Namadg i . 

A n u m b e r o f b o o k s h a v e b e e n 
publ ished over the pas t 30 years on 
v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f t h e A l p s , 
i n c l u d i n g d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e i r 
natural and cul tural histories, and 
a r ange o f r ec rea t iona l pursu i t s . 
H e r e is a b o o k tha t combines many 
o f t h e s e t o p i c s in o n e c o m p a c t 
v o l u m e . A l t h o u g h c a l l e d a f ie ld 
guide i t is real ly m u c h m o r e than 
this. There are chapters on alpine 
g e o g r a p h y , geo logy , f lora , fauna , 
Abor iginal and European histories, 
water resources , conservat ion, and 
recreat ion. 

Al though m a n y o f these topics can 
a n d d o i n v o l v e m u c h s c i e n t i f i c 
d e t a i l , t h e a u t h o r p r e s e n t s t h e 
informat ion in a s t ra ightforward, 
even chatty s tyle w h i c h is very easy 
to follow. A n u m b e r o f controvers ia l 
i s B u e s i n v o l v i n g r e s o u r c e u s e , 
e c o l o g y , m a n a g e m e n t , a n d 
recreation are also discussed. These 
are presented in a clear, ba lanced 
way, presenting the (often opposing) 
a r g u m e n t s w i t h o u t u n n e c e s s a r y 
rhe to r i c and a l l o w i n g readers to 
draw thei r o w n conc lus ions . 

T h e m a p s a n d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f 
routes and w a l k s a re necessar i ly 
c o n c i s e b u t p r o v i d e a g o o d 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e r e c r e a t i o n a l 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s in t h e A l p s . T h e s e 
w o u l d n e e d to b e s u p p l e m e n t e d 
with m o r e detai led m a p s and route 
information when trips are planned. 
A useful append ix g ives details for 
s o u r c i n g t h i s a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n . A r e a d i n g l i s t fo r 
f u r t h e r s t u d y is a l s o i n c l u d e d 
together wi th notes on sources and 
both a general and a species index. 

There are a f ew errors in the text 
a n d m a p s w h i c h s u b s e q u e n t 
edi t ions are sure to correct . None 
d i s t r ac t s f r o m the e n j o y m e n t or 
u s e f u l n e s s o f t h e b o o k . I w a s 

H H P 

disappointed to s ee the work o f the 
NPA A C T not acknowledged w h e n 
d i s c u s s i n g t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f 

N a m a d g i , a l t h o u g h t h e 
Victorian NPA gets due credit 
for t h e i r l o n g s t r u g g l e t o 
ach ieve an a lp ine na t ional 
park in Victoria. Nor was the 
c r e a t i o n o f N a m a d g i as 
s t ra ight forward as perhaps 
the author impl ies . M a n y o f 
t h e s a m e l a n d u s e i s s u e s 
were fought over in Namadgi 
as in t h e K o s c i u s z k o and 
Alpine Nat ional Parks . 

T h e s e are m i n o r p o i n t s , 
h o w e v e r . T h i s i s an 
extremely useful guide to the 
Alps and the alpine national 
p a r k s . P a c k e d w i t h 
information on alpine ecology 
a n d a w i d e r a n g e o f 
c o n s e r v a t i o n t o p i c s a n d 
issues affecting the Alps , and 
i n c l u d i n g m a n y c o l o u r 
photographs , it wou ld form a 
v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n to a n y 
l ibrary of books on the Alps . 

R e c o m m e n d e d . 
Nevi l le E s a u 

The NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act continued 

T h e Act p rov ides N P W S wi th a 
manda tory requi rement to produce 
a recovery p rogram for each o f the 
listed species. W e were delighted to 
comple te 11 drafts for the 1997-98 
year. Only 189 to go! 

T h e d ra f t s o u t l i n e t h e a c t i o n 
necessary to a t tempt to reverse the 
ex t inc t ion p r o c e s s . T h e s e i n c l u d e 
s u c h th ings as s u r v e y s , p r e d a t o r 
con t ro l , fenc ing , g e n e t i c s tud ie s , 
s tudies o f the eco logy o f the species , 
captive husbandry, identifying and 
m a n a g i n g t h e t h r e a t e n i n g 
processes , and educat ion. T h e y a lso 
provide direction to state and local 
gove rnmen t authori t ies on h o w to 
best account for each species w h e n 
t h e y a re u n d e r t a k i n g or g i v i n g 
a p p r o v a l fo r d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d 
ac t iv i t i e s such as s u b - d i v i s i o n s , 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f r o a d s and o t h e r 
major infrastructure. 

The r equ i r emen t to account for 
threatened species in the 'approval ' 
process is, for us biologists, one o f 
the more complex aspects o f the Act . 
B o t h the public authori t ies and the 
community, in general , rely heavi ly 

on us to p r o v i d e t h e m w i t h th is 
information. W e have devoted much 
energy to conduct ing workshops on 
t h e Threatened Species 
Conservation Act for a large number 
o f s h i r e c o u n c i l s a n d o t h e r 
authori t ies in the zone . Wi th the 
majority o f habitat on freehold land, 
w e r e c o g n i s e t h a t c o u n c i l s , in 
p a r t i c u l a r , p l a y a v i t a l r o l e in 
p r e v e n t i n g i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
deve lopmen t s and activit ies from 
go ing ahead . T h e approval o f the 
Director-General is also required i f 
s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s are l i ke ly to 
h a v e a s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t o n 
threatened species . 

A l l in a l l , h o w e v e r , w e s e e 
education o f all land managemen t 
agenc ies and g roups such as the 
NPA as one o f our top priorities in 
a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h e Threatened 
Species Conservation Act - for, after 
all, the N P W S cannot do it alone. I 
look forward to meet ing wi th you 
once more , s o m e t ime in the future, 
and h o p e f u l l y r e p o r t i n g on o u r 
successes . 

M i c h a e l Saxon 



From England to Scotland 
W h e n I c r o s s t h e b o r d e r f r o m 
England to Scotland, I a lways feel a 
thrill o f excitement, and w h e n I cross 
the o t h e r w a y I fee l a l i t t le sad. 
Scotland, the land o f m y ancestors 
and s o m e years o f m y life, the land 
of Sir Wal ter Scott , the land o f the 
mounta in and the flood. Las t year 
w h e n m y w i f e L i z a n d I v i s i t e d 
Scotland, there was plenty o f flood. 
For the last couple o f years I had been 
p lanning to wa lk over the border by 
the flank o f the Cheviot . F o r lack o f 
t i m e , b e c a u s e o f o u r c r o w d e d 
itinerary in the U K , i t w o u l d have to 
be a day wa lk . 

M y cousin, Norman , c a m e down by 
train from Aberdeen whi ls t w e were 
s t ay ing w i t h ano the r c o u s i n near 
Newcast le . H e stayed the night and 
in the morn ing L iz drove the two of 
us to Langleeford F a r m near Wooler. 
N o r m a n and I started our w a l k at 10 
a m a n d L i z d r o v e r o u n d to Ki rk 
Y e t h o l m in S c o t l a n d a n d left our 
luggage in a bed and breakfast place. 
T h e n she d rove v i a J e d b u r g h and 
away south o f Hadrian 's Wal l to see 
a friend, before r e tu rn ing to Kirk 
Yetholm to awai t our arrival. 

F r o m L a n g l e e f o r d F a r m ( 2 5 5 m 
a b o v e s e a l e v e l ) N o r m a n a n d I 
w a l k e d p a s t t h e o l d b u i l d i n g s o f 
L a n g l e e f o r d H o p e . T h e r a in had 
temporari ly stopped, and as w e made 
our w a y u p Har thope Burn , w e met 
a couple from Wales w h o were also 
u n d e t e r r e d b y t h e u n p r o p i t i o u s 
weather. Eventually, w e c a m e to a 
fence. Fo l lowing this to the right, w e 
ascended to Cairn Hill , 7 7 6 m above 
sea level. W e saw the W e l s h couple 
d i sappear ing to the r igh t into the 
m i s t , h e a d i n g fo r t h e t o p o f the 
Cheviot . A t Cairn Hil l w e had come 
to a pa th w h i c h devia tes from the 
Pennine W a y and goes to the Cheviot. 
S o w e t u r n e d left a l o n g the very 
boggy path . B y now, torrential rain 
had set in wi th gale force winds but 
w e had good waterproof clothes. We 
w e r e h e l p e d w h e n w e c a m e to a 
hundred met res or so o f flagstones, 
p resumably d ropped b y helicopter, 
and later w e had about 3 0 0 m or so of 
quick walk ing on a board wa lk across 
a s w a m p . E l s e w h e r e , i t w a s 

necessary to keep a careful look out 
for deep and sucking bogs . It is about 
the boggies t place in Britain. There 
is a war t ime Spitfire hidden at the 
bo t tom o f a Cheviot bog . 

Soon w e came to the still m u d d y 
P e n n i n e W a y ( h e r e far f rom the 
Pennines) where our path bisected an 
o b t u s e a n g l e m a d e b y t h e Way . 
T u r n i n g r igh t a l o n g the Way, w e 
passed Auchope Cairn and soon got 
a beautiful, slightly misty view on our 
r ight d o w n to the H e n Hole , a deep 
and ve ry steep-sided ravine through 
w h i c h f l o w s a h e a d w a t e r o f t h e 
cu r ious ly n a m e d C o l l e g e B u r n . A 
small mountain rescue hut came into 
v iew and w e got inside to get out o f 
the w i n d and the ra in to eat our 
sandwiches. B y then the rain, though 
not the wind , had abated. The Schil , 
a rather large bump on the ridge, was 
n o w visible ahead. However , for fear 
o f h y p o t h e r m i a ( a n d t h i s i n 
m i d s u m m e r ) , I sugges ted that w e 
abandon our planned route over the 
Schi l and h o p over the fence into 
Scot land and go steeply down to the 
bot tom o f the Cheviot Burn. W e did 
th is , m o s t l y z i g z a g g i n g on s h e e p 
pa th s , a n d w a l k e d pas t the fa rm 
b u i l d i n g s o f C o c k l a w f o o t a f t e r 
c r o s s i n g t h e b u r n . W e t hen h a d 
pleasant walking in a milder climate 
the last 13km or so to Kirk Yetholm, 
most ly on a narrow road wi th little 
traffic, and following the B o w m o n t 
Water. After we passed through Town 
Yetho lm, w e crossed the br idge to 
Ki rk Ye tho lm, at the other end o f 
which w e entered the Border Hotel 
at a little before 8 p m . Here w e found 
a message from Liz directing us to 
the bed and breakfast. After a great 
dinner in the bar o f the hotel and a 
h u g e b r e a k f a s t a t t h e b e d a n d 
breakfas t nex t m o r n i n g w e drove 
N o r m a n to B e r w i c k - o n - T w e e d to 
catch the train back to Aberdeen, and 
L i z a n d I d r o v e o f f to G l a s g o w . 
N o r m a n h a d a m a p m e a s u r e r at 
home and claimed that w e had done 
20 mi l e s ( 3 2 k m ) . W i t h m y cruder 
me thods I could no t make i t more 
than 29 k m . In any case, the ga le 
force winds on the tops had made it 
an invigorat ing and, in its way, more 

p leasurab le w a l k . F o r any r e a d e r 
w h o migh t l ike one d a y to do the 
w a l k , p o s s i b l y in b e t t e r w e a t h e r 
(mcluding the short diversion to the 
top o f the Cheviot), the relevant m a p s 
a r e t h e C h e v i o t H i l l s a n d K e l s o 
s h e e t s in t h e O r d n a n c e S u r v e y 
Landranger Series. 

J a c k S m a r t 

The Environment Centre 
The Canberra and South East Region 
Environment Centre was established 
in February 1974 w h e n a number o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
groups, mcluding the NPA, s a w the 
need for an environmental educat ion 
centre. The centre devoted its first 
few years to es tabhshing its l ibrary 
and a s s i s t i ng l o c a l a n d r e g i o n a l 
c o n s e r v a t i o n g r o u p s w i t h t h e i r 
c a m p a i g n s o n a r a n g e o f 
environmental i ssues . In 1980 the 
cen t r e b e g a n p u b l i s h i n g i t s o w n 
magazine , Bogong, wh ich to-day is a 
highly valued environmental journal . 
A t a b o u t t h a t t i m e , t h e c e n t r e 
d e c i d e d to pul l b a c k f rom a c t i v e 
involvement in environmental issues 
- a mant le taken over b y the n e w l y 
fo rmed Conse rva t ion Counc i l - in 
order to focus on deve lopment o f its 
l ibrary resources. Tb-day, the cent re 
has one of the m o s t comprehens ive 
environmental libraries in Australia. 

The Environment Centre also runs 
the Bogong Environment Shop wh ich 
has g rown to b e c o m e a significant 
retail operation. This is located in the 
same bunding as the centre i tself in 
Kingsley Street, a little out of the w a y 
of pass ing trade, a p rob lem that the 
centre is hoping to address. 

In bo th its l ibrary and shop, the 
Environment Centre plans to m e e t 
changing demand patterns wh ich at 
p r e s e n t p o i n t in t h e d i r ec t i on o f 
p r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n o n 
env i ronmen ta l ly fr iendly l i fes tyle 
skills which improve the quality o f life 
for individuals in a sustainable way. 
Canbe r r a and S o u t h Eas t R e g i o n 
Environment Centre 
Kingsley Street, Ac ton 
G P O B o x 1875 C a n b e r r a A C T 2601 
Phone: (02) 6247 3064, 6248 0885 
Emai l : caserec@peg.apc.org 
H o m e page: www.spirit .net.au/envoz 

S y d Comfor t 

mailto:caserec@peg.apc.org
http://www.spirit.net.au/envoz


Calendar 

Activity Sept Oct N o v Dec 

Committee meeting T h u r 3 Thur 1 Thur 5 Thur 3 

Bulletin Working Group 1 Tues 6 

Gudgenby Regeneration 2 Sat 12 Sat 10 Sat 7 Sat 5 

General Meetings Thur 17. T h u r 1 5 T h u r 1 9 

Proposed CNP Guide Meeting 3 T h u r 2 2 

Gear Night* T h u r 2 9 

Work Party - Namadgi 4 Sun 22 

Christmas at Caloola' 1 Sun 13 

Further Detai ls 
1 Syd Comfor t 6 2 8 6 2578 
2 Amanda Carey, N a m a d g i National Park 6207 2 9 0 0 
3 Eleanor Stodart 6281 5004 
* Outings P r o g r a m 

Red Dot 
D o e s your NPA Bulletin have a red dot on the address label? I f it does , 
t h i s wi l l be t h e l as t Bulletin y o u r e c e i v e un t i l y o u r e n e w y o u r 
membersh ip . I f you have a l ready paid and have a red dot, please contact 
Dianne in the office on 7282 5813 . 

General meetings September and November meetings will be held in Forestry House, Yarralumla, 
The October meeting wdl be held in the Australian Reptile Centre. All meetings commence at 8pm. 

Thursday 17 September. Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. Geoff Underwood (wildlife officer at Tidbinbilla) will talk 
to us about the status and conservation of the endangered brush-tailed rock wallaby, and Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve's 
involvement in the recovery program. 

Thursday 15 October. The Australian Reptile Centre. Ross Bennett, the author of our Reptiles and Frogs of the 
ACT, will host this meeting at his recently opened display and education building in Gold Creek. Members will be 
provided with a unique opportunity to inspect the centre with Ross and to hear an entertaining and enlightening 
presentation on reptiles. {.Members will be asked to pay the concessional entrance fee of $6. The Reptile Centre is located 
in Gold Creek (Ginninderra) opposite Federation Square, lb reach it from the Barton Highway enter O'Hanlon Place 
and follow the signs to the centre which is across from Federation Square adjacent to the motel which is under 
construction.) 

Thursday 19 November. Rafting Down the Tatshenshini River. Esther Gallant was a member of a party which 
rafted down this wild river that flows through Yukon Territory, British Columbia and Alaska. The journey was made to 
celebrate the first anniversary of British Columbia's declaration of a provincial park to protect the Tatshenshini from 
mining. Esther will talk about this journey and also promises us some slides of grizzly bears and glaciers. 

Sunday 13 December. Christmas Party at Caloola Farm. 

NPA Bulletin 
If undelivered please return to: 
National Parks Association of the ACT 
PO Box 1940 Woden ACT 2606 
Print Post Approved 
PP 248831/00041 

SURFACE 

MAIL 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTRALIA 


