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From the President 
M e m b e r s wil l find two inserts in this 
ed i t ion o f t h e Bullet in: a member
s h i p r e n e w a l f o r m a n d a m a p 
s h o w i n g t h e l oca t i on o f Fo re s t ry 
H o u s e . 

W h e n comple t ing y o u r member
s h i p r e n e w a l p l e a s e cons ider t h e 
reverse s ide w h e r e a number o f the 
act ivi t ies o f the N P A in which y o u 
cou ld b e c o m e invo lved are listed. I f 
o n e o r m o r e o f these interest y o u 
p l e a s e t i ck the b o x and you wil l be 
contac ted and informed of events b y 
a c o n v e n o r or, i f y o u prefer, contact 
o n e o f the N P A people listed inside 
t h e front cover . 

T h e o t h e r i n s e r t c o n c e r n s t h e 
c h a n g e in genera l meet ing venue . 
T h e N P A h a s b e e n meet ing at the 
Griffin Cen t re for over 20 years bu t 
w i t h the increas ing levels o f n igh t 
t i m e act ivi ty a round Bunda Street, 
i n t r u s i v e n o i s e h a s b e c o m e a 
p r o b l e m . S o it's a reluctant goodbye 
to the Griffin Cen t re and we lcome 
to Fo res t ry H o u s e in July. 
• W h i l s t d r i v i n g to a m e e t i n g i n 

N a m a d g i , one o f m y c o m p a n i o n s 
d r e w a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p a l e b u f f 
c o l o u r e d t r e e c r o w n s s c a t t e r e d 
across the hi l l s ides s ingly a n d in 
c lumps - dead trees. P robab ly fewer 
than one tree in 500 have d ied bu t a 
s ignif icant n u m b e r n o n e t h e less . 
This is an indicat ion o f the severi ty 
o f the drought still gr ipping us . Just 
r e c e n t l y I r ead t h a t t h e w e a t h e r 
exper ts are predic t ing a re turn o f 
more normal weather by spring wi th 
the b reakup o f the current E l N ino 
e v e n t . T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n o n t h e 
d rough t and its c o m i n g end w a s not 
u n r e l a t e d t o t h e m e e t i n g a t 
N a m a d g i to d i s c u s s t h e r e h a b 
i l i ta t ion o f the s i te o f the fo rmer 
B o b o y a n p ine plantat ion. 

T h e m e e t i n g w a s b e i n g h e l d to 
foster the es tabl ishment o f a Park 
Care g roup to channe l communi ty 
invo lvement in rehabil i tat ion o f the 
a rea w h i c h w a s p r e v i o u s l y unde r 
p ines . A b o u t t w e n t y p e o p l e c a m e 
along including s o m e locals from the 
T h a r w a area and after a present

a t i o n o n t h e p r o j e c t a t N a m a d g i 
V i s i t o r s C e n t r e b y R a n g e r S t e v e 
W e l c h and P a r k C a r e Coord ina to r 
A n n Conno l ly w e w e n t t o v i e w the 
s i te . W h e n w e a t h e r cond i t ions are 
r igh t pa rk staff p l an to bu rn 90ha o f 
p i n e res idue in t h e Hospi ta l Creek 
a rea and w e s t o f B o g o n g Creek ; the 
a s h b e d i s i d e a l f o r g e r m i n a t i n g 
b r o a d c a s t s e e d a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t ransplants and win te r the bes t t ime. 
I f the d rough t i s b reak ing w e m a y 
g e t s o m e we t winters rather than dry 
v e r y f ros ty o n e s w h i c h w i l l m e a n 
b e t t e r su rv iva l o f t r ee a n d sh rub 
seed l ings . T h e t i m i n g o f vo lun tee r 
i n v o l v e m e n t i s v e r y w e a t h e r 
dependen t so at this s tage t h e N P A 
c a n n o t f ix d a t e s i n t h e o u t i n g s 
p r o g r a m . I h o p e t h a t t w o w e e k s ' 
no t i ce wi l l b e poss ib l e and t e lephone 
notification wil l b e used . I f y o u wou ld 
l i k e t o b e i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e Pa rk 
C a r e g roup c o m m i t t e e or b e on the 
con tac t l ist for w o r k par t ies p lease 
p h o n e Diane at the N P A office. 

Clive H u r l s t o n e 

NSW tourism strategy 
T h e N S W G o v e r n m e n t has issued a 
d r a f t N a t u r e T o u r i s m a n d 
R e c r e a t i o n S t r a t e g y for c o m m e n t 
a n d n a t u r a l l y w i t h o u r l o n g 
s t and ing in teres t in N S W nat ional 
p a r k s t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s u b m i t t e d 
c o m m e n t s , d e s p i t e t h e u s u a l 
r id icu lous ly t igh t deadl ine govern
m e n t s o f all k inds s eem to delight 
i n d e m a n d i n g from thei r in teres t 
g r o u p s . 

W h i l s t t h e s t r a t egy m a k e s fre
q u e n t r e f e r e n c e to t h e fac t t h a t 
nat ional parks were established first 
a n d f o r e m o s t fo r n a t u r e c o n s e r 
va t ion purposes it is quite clear from 
the tone o f the draft strategy and the 
l a n g u a g e u s e d t h a t g o v e r n m e n t 
t o u r i s m b o d i e s h a v e had a major 
h a n d in its drafting, its flavour and 
its d i rect ion. Th i s i s to b e expected. 
H o w e v e r m o r e than j u s t lip service 
m u s t n o w b e paid to terms like limits 
t o accep tab le change , bes t practice, 
e c o l o g i c a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p 

m e n t a n d t h e p r e c a u t i o n a r y 
principle. It is accepted that greater 
p u b l i c u s e o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s i s 
inev i tab le , and tha t this s t ra tegy 
wil l a l l ow the N P W S to direct this 
r a t h e r t h a n m e r e l y r e a c t t o 
p rob lems that greater use can cause 
i f unregulated. N P A - A C T stressed, 
however , that na ture conservat ion 
and i n part icular the main tenance 
of biodiversity, r ema ins the p r imary 
p u r p o s e o f n a t i o n a l p a r k s . T h e 
m i s t a k e s m a d e i n s u c h p a r k s as 
Y e l l o w s t o n e , G r a n d C a n y o n , 
Kosc iuszko , mus t neve r be repeated 
in N S W in the future. 

O u r submiss ion m a d e the point 
that i t h a s to b e accep ted b y the 
t ou r i sm indus t ry and c o m m e r c i a l 
tour operators that s o m e activities, 
n o m a t t e r h o w p o p u l a r a n d 
prof i table they b e c o m e , are never 
appropriate to a nat ional pa rk and 
that o thers , such as horse riding, 
.mountain bike riding, h a n g gliding, 

absei l ing, or ienteer ing, rafting, wil l 
a lways be subject to the m o s t critical 
s c r u t i n y and regu la t ion . Na t iona l 
p a r k s c a n n o t p r o v i d e a l l t h e 
r e c r e a t i o n a l f ac i l i t i e s d e m a n d e d . 
T h i s i s n o t t h e i r p u r p o s e . T h e 
t o u r i s m indus t ry m u s t rea l i se that 
v e r y of ten i t m u s t t u r n to s ta te 
forests , s tate recreat ional areas and 
pr iva te land to p rov ide the resources 
fo r its act ivi t ies. Natura l ly the use 
o f t hese al ternat ive si tes should be 
i n accord w i th appropr ia te manage 
m e n t p l a n s t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e i r 
na t iona l va lues a re also adequa te ly 
p ro tec ted . 

T h e s t r a t e g y d e a l s w i t h a c c e s s 
i s s u e s , f u n d i n g f r o m c o m m e r c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s a n d d e v e l o p m e n t s and 
' i m p r o v e m e n t s ' w i t h i n p a r k s . W e 
e m p h a s i s e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t 
no th ing can rep lace adequate publ ic 
fund ing o f na tu re conservat ion . 

continued on page S 



Jervis Bay Marine Park 
J e r v i s B a y M a r i n e P a r k w a s 
g a z e t t e d o n 2 J a n u a r y th i s year , 
rea l i s ing a long-held ambi t ion of the 
N P A A C T . W i t h the w a t e r s around 
t h e S o l i t a r y I s l a n d s n e a r C o f f s 
Harbour , Solitary Islands it b e c a m e one o f the first 
t w o m a r i n e p a r k s in N e w S o u t h 
Wales . 

T h e m a r i n e p a r k i n c l u d e s t h e 
w a t e r s o f J e rv i s B a y a n d its t idal 
t r ibu ta r ies a n d a n a r r o w offshore 
band stretching from Kinghorn Point 
r ee f in the nor th to Sus sex Inlet in 
the south. W r e c k B a y is included. 

T h e n e w park aims to pro tec t r ich 
m a r i n e life, inc lud ing s o m e of the 
l a rges t s e a g r a s s beds on the ea s t 
coas t o f Aust ra l ia , s o m e 231 species 
o f mar ine a lgae ( seaweed) , many sea 
b i rds , t h e endangered G r e y Nurse 
S h a r k , a c o l o n y o f f u r - s e a l s , a 
res ident f u r - s e a l s  p o d o f bot t lenose dolphins , 
a large co lony o f Little Penguins that 
breed on B o w e n Is land, w h a l e s  m a n y fish 
s p e c i e s , and often l a t e in spr ing , whales 
v i s i t i n g w h a l e s r e s t i n g on t h e i r 
re turn j o u r n e y to Antarc t ic waters . 

T h e b a y c o n t a i n s d r a m a t i c 
u n d e r w a t e r s c e n e r y , e v e r y y e a r 
a t t r a c t i n g t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 
d ivers . It is said to be one o f the bes t 
d iv ing locali t ies on the eas t coast o f 
Aust ra l ia . 

T h i s beaut i fu l m a r i n e r e sou rce , 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
Booderee Nat iona l Pa rk ( C o m m o n 
w e a l t h T e r r i t o r y ) a n d t h e N S W 
Jerv i s B a y Nat ional Pa rk , attracts 
i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s o f h o l i d a y -
make r s and tourists each summer . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
inc luding the NPA A C T , had called 
for t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e m a r i n e 
park for near ly t w o decades. In 1990, 
N P A a s s i s t e d t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
Conservat ion Foundation's Canberra 
Branch to p repa re a p roposa l for a 
mar ine reserve and for protect ion o f 
i ts ca tchment . 

M a r i n e p a r k m a n a g e m e n t 

D e c l a r a t i o n o f Je rv i s B a y M a r i n e 
P a r k w a s m a d e p o s s i b l e by n e w 
N S W legislat ion, the Marine Parks 
Act 1997. T h i s A c t a l so c rea ted a 

N S W Mar ine Parks Author i ty 
t o m a n a g e m a r i n e p a r k s , 
c o m p r i s i n g t h e D i r e c t o r -
G e n e r a l o f t h e P r e m i e r ' s 
D e p a r t m e n t ( C h a i r ) , t h e 
D i r e c t o r o f N S W F i s h e r i e s 
and the Di rec to r -Genera l o f 
the N S W Nat ional Parks and 
Wildlife Serv ice . M e c h a n i s m s 
for ensur ing publ ic input into 
m a n a g e m e n t i n c l u d e a 
s t a t e w i d e a d v i s o r y c o u n c i l 
and an advisory commit tee for 
each mar ine park, made u p o f 
local interest g roups . 

T h e p o w e r o f t h e n e w 
l e g i s l a t i o n r e l i e s o n t h e 
d e s i g n a t i o n o f v a r i o u s u s e 
z o n e s - d e t e r m i n e d t h r o u g h a 
comprehens ive publ ic consul ta t ion 
process - th rough which regulat ions 
will be enforced. 

A t this s t age , it l o o k s as i f t h e 
z o n e s w i l l b e s i m i l a r t o t h o s e 
proposed in the draft m a n a g e m e n t 
p l an p r e p a r e d in 1994 b y N S W 
F i she r i e s for a p r o p o s e d a q u a t i c 
r e s e r v e . T h e r e a r e l i k e l y to b e 
sanctuary zones , general use zones , 
refuge zones , special pu rpose zones 
and designated m a n a g e m e n t zones . 
R e g u l a t i o n s w i l l d i c t a t e w h a t i s 
p e r m i t t e d , a n d w h a t i s n o t 
permitted, in each zone . 

Public consul tat ion 

T h e draft z o n i n g p l a n is d u e fo r 
re lease for p u b l i c consu l t a t i on in 
June 1998. 

Park authorit ies say it could be u p 
to two years before the consul ta t ion 
process is comple ted and the zon ing 
system is in p lace . 

M a j o r issues 

While the concep t o f zoning is based 
on the Grea t Barr ier R e e f M a r i n e 
Park mode l , it should be borne in 
mind that the Barrier R e e f s t retches 
fo r m o r e t h a n 2 0 0 0 k m a n d t h e 
multiple uses permitted there can be 
contained in discrete areas. Je rv i s 
Bay is a smal l area - you c a n see 
from one shore to the o ther - and 
the mar ine species like dolphins and 

f a c d h a v m Heads 

L t^ inhan Point 

Jervisgsr 

Sussex W< 

<~n /Jervis Bay 
^J/ Marine Park 

penguins u s e i t all. T h e r e is a s t rong 
a rgumen t tha t the entire bay should 
b e m a n a g e d a s o n e e n t i t y fo r 
conservat ion. It is difficult to imagine 
h o w ' e c o l o g i c a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e 
activit ies inc lud ing commerc i a l and 
recreat ional fishing' in one local i ty 
wil l n o t a f f ec t t h e ent i ty . T a k i n g 
pressure o f f o n e zone m a y increase 
pressure o n another. 

Loca l conservat ionis ts are hop ing 
the for thcoming consultat ion process 
will clarify s o m e o f these concerns . 
T h e y have a list o f i ssues that they 
wan t addres sed in t h e zoning plan. 
These inc lude : 

• e x t e n s i o n o f t h e m a r i n e p a r k ' s 
ocean b o u n d a r y fur ther eas tward 
t o a l i g n w i t h t h e S t a t e / 
C o m m o n w e a l t h wa te r s boundary. 
R e d u c i n g t h e n u m b e r o f different 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s w i th in a re la t ive ly 
smal l a rea w o u l d obv ious ly he lp 
author i t ies in w a t c h i n g over the 
a r e a . A l s o , e x t e n s i o n o f t h e 
boundary w o u l d m e a n the mar ine 
park w a s m o r e consis tent wi th the 
f o r a g i n g r a n g e o f t h e L i t t l e 
Pengu ins ; 

• a total b a n o n j e t sk is ; 
• a b a n o n s p e a r f i s h i n g . ( s p e a r -

f i s h i n g i s p r o h i b i t e d i n t h e 
a d j a c e n t w a t e r s o f B o o d e r e e 
Na t iona l Pa rk ) ; 

continued on page 5 



Jervis Bay Marine 
Park continued 

• a ban on rock platform foraging; 
• an end to s ewage be ing discharged 

in the bay; and 
• regulat ions on commercia l fishing. 
C o m m e r c i a l f i sh ing is a diff icul t 
i s sue . Three or four local p i lchard 
boats and a few individual fishermen 
h a v e b e e n o p e r a t i n g o u t o f 
H u s k i s s o n for m a n y y e a r s . The i r 
operat ions probably are sustainable. 
However , the b a y is often used over 
t h e mid - summer mon ths b y the b ig 
f i sh ing t r awle r s o f t h e ea s t coas t 
t una long-line fleet that come in for 
p i lchards and other bai t fish. Catch 
re turns on their operat ions are hard 
to obtain and there is a prevai l ing 
v i e w h e r e t h a t t h e y s h o u l d g o 
e lsewhere , o r use dead bai t bought 
at t h e fish markets . Th i s is an issue 
t h a t is e x p e c t e d to b e d i s c u s s e d 
dur ing the consul tat ion phase . 

T h e naval presence in Jervis B a y 
- dat ing b a c k to the first decade o f 
th is century—is another major issue. 
O n e h o p e s the zon ing p l an is n o t 
compromised in any w a y by defence 
demands . 

T h e p r e s e n t r e a l i t y i s t h a t a 
m a r i n e pa rk has been created, but 
unt i l the zones and their boundar ies 
have been finalised the beautiful bay 
a n d i t s n a t u r a l l e g a c y r e m a i n 
unprotected . 

T h e m o s t important decisions for 
Jerv is B a y are ye t to come . 

I f y o u w o u l d l ike to participate in 
t h e c o n s u l t a t i o n p r o c e s s , c o n t a c t 
N o w r a O f f i c e o f t h e N P W S o n 
0 2 4 4 2 3 9 8 0 0 , o r F i s h e r i e s o n 
0 2 44232200 . 

D e n R o b i n 

Commonwealth environment 
legislation reform 
T h e a s s o c i a t i o n h a s m a d e a 
s u b m i s s i o n in r e s p o n s e to t h e 
' consul ta t ion ' p a p e r i s sued b y t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h M i n i s t e r f o r t h e 
Envi ronment , Sena to r Robe r t Hi l l , 
o n p r o p o s e d c h a n g e s to. 
C o m m o n w e a l t h e n v i r o n m e n t a n d 
her i tage legislation. G i v e n tha t on ly 
a mon th was p rov ided for c o m m e n t s 
on w h a t is to be the m o s t impor tan t 
r e v i e w o f C o m m o n w e a l t h / S t a t e / 
Territory envi ronmenta l legislat ion 
s ince the early sevent ies , i t is n o t 
d i f f i cu l t t o b e c y n i c a l a b o u t t h e 
exercise. 

Whi l s t the associat ion agrees tha t 
s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o u l d b e 
given to overhauling C o m m o n w e a l t h 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d h e r i t a g e 
legislation, i t does no t agree that the 
Commonwea l th G o v e r n m e n t should 
seek to hand over m o s t o f its exis t ing 
re spons ib i l i t i e s to t h e s ta tes a n d 
territories, as appears to have b e e n 
a g r e e d u n d e r t h e C o u n c i l o f 
Aust ra l ian Governmen t s ' H e a d s o f 
A g r e e m e n t o n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
responsibil i t ies. 

B y a n d l a r g e , t h e s t a t e s a n d 
t e r r i t o r i e s h a v e a f a r f r o m 
s a t i s f a c t o r y r e c o r d i n p r o t e c t i n g 
their natural and cultural envi ron
ment s and i t has on ly been th rough 
s t rong C o m m o n w e a l t h interest a n d 
action that any act ion o f s ignif icance 
has taken place in the past . O n e h a s 
only to cite Queensland 's appal l ing 
h is tory o f na t ive vege ta t ion c lear
ance and the att i tudes o f Tasman ian 
a n d W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a n g o v e r n 
m e n t s t o t h e i r n a t i v e f o r e s t s t o 

NSW tourism strategy continued 

There is m u c h to applaud in the 
draft strategy. H o w e v e r m u c h o f i t 
does appear to b e driven b y the needs 
o f t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y a n d t h e 
p e r c e i v e d e c o n o m i c a d v a n t a g e to 
N S W of the Olympic G a m e s . Great 
c a r e m u s t b e t a k e n t o a l l o w 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i n t e r e s t s , b o t h 
gove rnmen t and community, to have 

p r i m a r y s t a n d i n g w h e n m a n a g e 
m e n t p l a n s a n d i s s u e s a r e 
de te rmined . T h e N P W S m u s t n o t 
a l l ow i t se l f to b e c a p t u r e d b y the 
t o u r i s t a n d o t h e r h i g h i m p a c t 
interests . 

T i m o t h y W a l s h 

apprec ia te w h y the C o m m o n w e a l t h 
G o v e r n m e n t m u s t c o n t i n u e to b e 
i nvo lved in these national i ssues. 

T h e consu l ta t ion paper res t r ic ts 
the env i ronmenta l mat ters that the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h w i l l h a v e a 
c o n t i n u i n g i n t e r e s t in to a v e r y 
l imi ted list. A m a z i n g l y this list does 
n o t i n c l u d e c l i m a t e c h a n g e , 
v e g e t a t i o n c l e a r a n c e a n d l a n d 
degrada t ion . These are three o f the 
majo r i s sues in wh ich , by their ve ry 
n a t u r e , t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h m u s t 
con t inue to p l a y a leading role . T h e 
states and territories jus t do not have 
the pol i t ical wi l l o r resources to t ake 
these mat te rs over. 

W h i l e there c a n b e n o doubt that 
t h e c r e a t i o n a n d m a n a g e m e n t o f 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s ( e x c e p t i n 
C o m m o n w e a l t h t e r r i t o r i e s ) h a v e 
a lways b e e n and wil l cont inue to b e 
a s t a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h ' s ro le through such 
bod ie s as the Wor ld Heri tage Uni t 
a n d t h e o l d A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l 
Pa rks and Wildl i fe Service has been 
crucial to maintain *best practice' and 
to supp lemen t the meage r resources 
p r o v i d e d b y t h e s t a t e s f o r t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e i r pa rks . T h e 
s u c c e s s o f t h e A l p s L i a i s o n 
Agreemen t , the good management o f 
t h e T a s m a n i a W i l d e r n e s s W o r l d 
H e r i t a g e p a r k s , W i l l a n d r a L a k e s 
and the Grea t Barr ier R e e f Mar ine 
Park , feral an imal and weed control 
p r o g r a m s a n d L a n d C a r e a l l 
demons t ra te the con tmuing need for 
a s t rong C o m m o n w e a l t h presence in 
na t iona l p a r k funding and p rog ram 
coordinat ion . M a n a g e m e n t issues do 
n o t s top at s ta te borders . 

T h e H o w a r d G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
i n t e n t i o n t o w i t h d r a w from m o s t 
env i ronmenta l and heri tage mat ters 
h a s r e c e i v e d l i t t le a t tent ion f r o m 
o ther t han the conservat ion press . 
N P A m e m b e r s m u s t f o l l o w t h e 
p roposa l s as t hey start to be debated 
in Pa r l i amen t and ensure that they 
r e c e i v e t h e p u b l i c s c r u t i n y a n d 
deba te they deserve . 

Timothy W a l s h 



From Wiluna to Billiluna and back 
In August 1997 an organised group including two Canberrans, Eleanor Stodart and Reet Vallack 
did a round trip from Alice Springs and travelled the Canning Stock Route from Wiluna to 
Billiluna, south of Halls Creek. Here are Reet's account of the trip and two of Eleanor's sketches. 

T h e C a n n i n g S t o c k R o u t e in 
Western Austra l ia is one o f the most 
isolated t racks in the wor ld . In 1942 
an a r m y exped i t ion a t t e m p t e d to 
d r ive a long it and on ly m a n a g e d 
about 3 5 0 k m - less than a quarter 
o f the dis tance. The first successful 
v e h i c u l a r c r o s s i n g w a s m a d e in 
1963. N o w a d a y s , hundreds o f four-
w h e e l - d r i v e v e h i c l e s t r a v e r s e i t 
every year. 

T h e d i s t a n c e to b e c o v e r e d is 
difficult to determine as a number 
of wel l s , o r their ruins, are situated 
away from the main vehicular track: 
it will vary from 1500km to 1700km. 

T h e vehic les have to b e s t rong and 
powerful . T h e track is often stony or 
badly corrugated, wh ich can shake 
bo th the vehic les and passengers , 
and i f there is anything to fall apart, 
it w i l l . W e h a d l u c k as o u r o n l y 
p rob lems w e r e wi th roof racks and 
radio aerials. B y the end on ly two o f 
o u r f o u r v e h i c l e s c o u l d c o m 
municate. Cross ing 800 to 1000 sand 
d u n e s a d d s to the n e e d for we l l -
m a i n t a i n e d g e a r b o x e s a n d good 
tyres . 

O u r trip started in Al ice Springs. 
W e drove f rom there 
to Uluru, and camped 
at the Yulara Resort . 
T h e n w e c o n t i n u e d 
w e s t o v e r t h e W A 
b o r d e r to fo l low the 
Gunbar re l Highway, 
bui l t in 1 9 5 6 - 5 8 for 
u s e b y t h e r o c k e t 
r a n g e at W o o m e r a . 
Somet imes this road 
w a s w o r s e than the 
C a n n i n g S t o c k 
R o u t e . It t o o k f ive 
days to reach Wiluna. 

T h i s is w h e r e the 
f a m o u s s t o c k r o u t e 
s t a r t s , b u t r e c e n t 
rains had closed the 
s o u t h e r n pa r t , a n d 

w e h a d to d r i v e a f e w h u n d r e d 
k i lometres th rough Grani te D o w n s 
Stat ion to j o in i t at Wel l 5. Bu t w e 
w e r e also l u c k y because o f the rain 
a f e w w e e k s b e f o r e o u r a r r i v a l . 
P l a n t s i n t h e d e s e r t d o n o t 
n e c e s s a r i l y f l ower s e a s o n a l l y bu t 
wa i t for sui table rainfall to t r igger 
flowering. 

Apa r t f rom a few windmi l l s in the 
s o u t h e r n p a r t s w h e r e t h e r o u t e 
crosses cat t le propert ies , ano ther at 
Wel l 33 , and a defunct o n e whi r l ing 
at W e l l 5 1 , t h e r e a r e o n l y t w o 
'bui ldings ' a long the w h o l e t rack - a 
d u n n y at D u r b a Spr ings , the m o s t 
popular c a m p site, consis t ing o f t in 
wal ls and a ho le in the g round , and 
a t e l e p h o n e b o x r e c e n t l y e r e c t e d 
4 k m from Wel l 33 . 

Three wel l s - 6, 26 and 46 - h a v e 
been fully res tored . Georg ia Bore o n 
the T a l a w a n a T r a c k , a b o u t 3 k m 
f r o m W e l l 2 3 , a l s o h a s a w a t e r 
supply. Wel l 4 1 suppl ies g o o d w a t e r 
w i th bucke t and rope . A t Ki l lagur ra 
(Well 17) and Wardabunn i (Well 38 ) 
the re is g o o d wa te r in r o c k ho l e s . 
Places w h e r e the water is closer to 
t h e s u r f a c e a r e m a r k e d b y t h e 

m e l a l e u c a s tha t g r o w in m o i s t e r 
areas. 

N o fuel is available for 1700km, so 
it mus t be pre-ordered and paid for. 
It is b r o u g h t a long t h e T a l a w a n a 
Track from N e w m a n , 4 5 0 k m away, 
and col lec ted at the junc t ion o f the 
s tock route and the t rack near W e l l 
2 3 . In the middle o f red sand and 
s p i n i f e x l i e v a s t n u m b e r s o f 4 4 -
g a l l o n d r u m s w i t h t h e n a m e s o f 
individuals or companies wri t ten o n 
them. 

After Well 51 , the s tock route ends 
at Bil l i luna, a cattle station w h i c h 
sent m a n y animals d o w n the s tock 
r o u t e , a n d is n o w an A b o r i g i n a l 
se t t lement whe re fuel is avai lable. 
F r o m t h e r e t h e T a n a m i r o a d i s 
accessed to re turn to Al ice Spr ings 
in a coup le o f days . 

Our trip, covered about 4500km in 
22 days . 

T h e Canning Stock Rou te owes its 
e x i s t e n c e to the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
cat t le t i ck w i th ca t t l e b r o u g h t to 
nor thern Austra l ia from Batavia in 
1872 . 

In 1 8 7 9 A l e x a n d e r For res t w a s 
sen t to nor thern Western Aust ra l ia 

Well 27. Drawn 6v Eleanor Stodart 



to find n e w pas ture lands . H e found 
g o o d g r a z i n g c o u n t r y and set t lers 
qu i ck ly fo l lowed , c o m i n g f rom the 
Nor the rn Territory, Queens land and 
even N e w S o u t h Wales . La rge Ir ish 
f a m i l i e s , s u c h a s t h e D u r a c k s , 
a r r ived Duracks  wi th thousands o f cattle. 

C a t t l e t i c k s p r e a d t h r o u g h the 
h e r d s a n d c a m e t o t h e n e w 
K i m b e r l e y pas tu re lands . Tb k e e p 
the infect ion from southern herds , 
t h e W A G o v e r n m e n t b a n n e d t h e 
s h i p p i n g o f c a t t l e f r o m t h e 
K i m b e r l e y to the southern marke ts . 

A t the beginning o f the century the 
K i m b e r l e y ca t t lemen looked to the 
n e w l y d i s c o v e r e d g o l d f i e l d s n e a r Kalgoorlie Coolgardie  
K a l g o o r l i e a n d C o o l g a r d i e as 
potential markets . K n o w i n g that the 
t i c k w o u l d n o t s u r v i v e t h e d r y 
deser t , t hey asked the G o v e r n m e n t 
to es tab l i sh a s tock rou te across the 
in land to a ra i lhead nea r Wi luna . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t Surveyor , Alfred 
Canning , w a s appoin ted to survey a 
p o s s i b l e r o u t e . H e h a d a l r e a d y 
su rveyed the 1 8 3 3 k m rabbi t -proof 
fence from the sou th coas t to the 
coas t nea r B r o o m e , and thus h a d 
e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e v a s t i n l a n d 
deser ts . 

C a n n i n g left from nea r W i l u n a on 
7 M a y 1906 and, crossing the Gibson 
Dese r t and the Great S a n d y Desert , 
r eached Hal l s Creek on 30 October . 
H e used local Abor ig ines to he lp h im 
in f i n d i n g wa t e r , o f ten c h a i n i n g 
t h e m o v e r n i g h t t o s t o p t h e m 
escaping . T h e y w e r e rewarded w i th 
food and clothing. In February 1907 
h e b e g a n h i s re tu rn to the south , 
r e a c h i n g P e r t h i n Ju ly . O n t h e 
j o u r n e y o n e o f t h e party, M i c h a e l 
Tobin , w a s speared to dea th b y an 
Abor ig ine . 

T h e m a i n w o r k s t a r t e d i n t h e 
fo l lowing year. O n e hund red tons o f 
supplies were loaded on four wagons 
and 70 came l s . M o r e than 250 goats 
w e r e t aken a long as food for the 30 
m e n . A marb l e cross w a s taken to 
m a r k Tobin's grave . 

T h e m e n w e r e divided into several 
g roups . T h e first g roup w o u l d drill 
a bore to supply water. T h e fol lowing 
g roups w o u l d d ig a we l l a round the 
bore , cu t b u s h t imbers for l in ing the 
w a l l s , a n d se t u p t h e i r o n s tays , 
w i n c h e s , b u c k e t s , t r o u g h i n g , e t c . 

W h e n e v e r a v a i l a b l e , t h e d e n s e , 
termite-proof t imber o f the Deser t 
O a k (Allocasuarina decaisneana) 
w a s u sed . 

It t o o k an average o f e ight days to 
b u i l d o n e w e l l . T h e w o r k p a r t y 
c o m p l e t e d 3 1 w e l l s a n d r e a c h e d 
H a l l s C r e e k i n 14 m o n t h s . T h e y 
comple t ed another 20 wel ls on the 
re turn journey, r each ing Wi luna in 
Apr i l 1910 . S o m e o f the wel l s we re 
only a f ew metres deep, whi l s t the 
d e e p e s t r e a c h e d 3 2 m e t r e s . T h e 
wel ls averaged 2 5 k m apart , wh ich 
w a s the distance cattle could move 
in one day. 

A t y p i c a l h e r d c o m p r i s e d 5 0 0 
catt le. E a c h an imal w o u l d olrink 50 
li tres o f water. T h e s tockmen had 
the o n e r o u s t a s k o f w a t e r i n g the 
herd . T h e wate r w o u l d b e brought 
u p w i t h the h e l p o f p u l l e y s and 
cab les , usua l ly i n canvas bucke t s 
that he ld up to 50 gal lons . A camel 
or h o r s e w o u l d b e used to he lp drag 
u p the buckets . 

Catt le cannot eat the spiky l eaves ' 
o f spinifex, but they do eat the seed 
heads , which is fortunate, s ince most 

o f the 1760km o f the s t ock route are 
covered wi th spinifex. 

T h e r e are occas iona l l a rge lakes 
w h i c h are e i ther flat, d ry plains or 
vas t expanses o f salt. T h e largest o f Lake Disappointment  
t h e s e i s L a k e D i s a p p o i n t m e n t 
n a m e d b y Frank Harm in 1897 w h e n 
h e fo l lowed c reek beds to the hoped-
for fresh water . 

In J a n u a r y 1911 t h e first smal l 
he rd o f 150 bu l locks started south 
a long the s tock route . Tbm Cole , w h o 
c a m e w i t h t h e n e x t h e r d s o m e 
m o n t h s later, found s t ray ing catt le, Thomson  
a half-eaten horse , and the bod ies Shoesmith 
o f s t o c k m e n , T h o m s o n a n d 
S h o e s m i t h , a n d a n A b o r i g i n a l 
s tockman, C h i n a m a n , nea r Wel l 37 . 

B y the la te 1920s the wel l h a d 
fa l l en in to d i s r epa i r and W i l l i a m 
Snel l w a s sen t to res tore t hem. H e 
bui l t s o m e n e w we l l s and res tored 
33 o f t h e m . C a n n i n g , a t 7 0 , w a s 
cal led out o f r e t i r ement to comple te 
the j o b . H e d ied in 1936 . 

T h e last catt le w e r e b rough t d o w n 
the Cann ing S tock R o u t e in 1958. 

R e e t Val lak 



Lower Molonglo Plan: strong on policies, 
weaker on specifics 
It's difficult to talk abou t the lower 
M o l o n g l o area wi thou t resort ing to 
r e a l e s t a t e c l i c h e s - 'a h i d d e n 
w o n d e r ' , 'so near to the suburbs yet 
y o u s e e m to b e mi les a w a y 1 or a 'bit 
o f w i l d e r n e s s o n C a n b e r r a ' s 
doors tep ' . 

T h e c l i c h e s a r e a l l f a i r l y 
appropr ia te and he lp indicate w h y 
t h e N P A h a s b e e n c o n c e r n e d for 
s o m e time about protec t ing the area. 
S a d l y , t h e N P A m e m b e r a n d 
f ree lance botanist , Dr Pe te r Barrer, 
w h o car r ied o u t t h e s u r v e y w o r k 
tha t identified the area 's botanical 
s ignif icance, d ied be fo re the release 
o f t h e L o w e r M o l o n g l o R i v e r 
C o r r i d o r draft m a n a g e m e n t plan. 
B u t P e t e r ' s w o r k i s f r e q u e n t l y 
r e f e r r e d to i n t h e p l a n a n d , 
noUvithstanding the reservations h e 
is l ike ly to have h a d w i t h it, I am 
su re h e w o u l d at l eas t h a v e been 
pleased to see real ev idence to moves 
t o r e s e r v e t h e a r e a f o r n a t u r e 
conserva t ion . 

B e f o r e s u m m a r i s i n g the NPA's 
submiss ion on the p lan , it might be 
u s e f u l f i r s t t o q u o t e i t s b r i e f 
descr ip t ion o f the l o w e r Molonglo : 

' T h e L o w e r M o l o n g l o R i v e r 
Cor r idor is located a long the last 12 
k i l o m e t r e s o f t h e M o l o n g l o River 
e x t e n d i n g f rom C o p p i n s Cros s ing 
downs t r eam to the a rea defined by 
t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R ive r Corridor, 
approx imate ly one k i lomet re above 
the conf luence wi th t h e M u r r u m 
b idgee River. The Cor r ido r provides 
an impor tan t habi ta t for rare and 
th rea tened species . F o r example , it 
con ta ins the na t iona l ly vulnerable 
s h r u b , Pomaderris pallida a n d 
impor tant habitat for the pink-tailed 
l e g l e s s l e g l e s s  l i z a r d (Aprasia  Parapulchella 
ckella) which has spec ia l protection 
s ta tus in the ACT. Pe reg r i ne falcons legless lizard  
b r e e d wi th in the r e se rve and the 
r ive r con ta ins na t ive f ish species , 
p la typus and long-necked tortoises. 
T h e Cor r idor ' s riverine and gorge 
env i ronmen t s p rov ide opportunit ies 
for b o t h a s t imu la t ing low- impac t 
recrea t ional and r e m o t e exper ience 

wi th p laces o f sol i tude in a natural 
set t ing 1 (p . x ) 

A s w i th previous draft m a n a g e 
men t p lans , the N P A has w e l c o m e d 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t t h e L o w e r 
M o l o n g l o plan g ives to the p r imacy 
of na ture conservat ion over 'publ ic 
u s e o f t h e a r e a f o r r e c r e a t i o n , 
educa t ion and research ' (p . 3 ) B u t 
once again, often laudable pol ic ies 
are inadequate ly suppor ted b y c lear 
s ta tements as to h o w they wi l l b e 
implemented and managed . 

S t i l l , af ter p e r s i s t e n t p r e s s u r e 
f rom t h e N P A a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counci l over the las t few yea r s in 
relation to other managemen t plans, 
the L o w e r M o l o n g l o Plan at leas t 
r e q u i r e s t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f an 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n p l a n w i t h i n 12 
mon ths of the re lease o f the final 
m a n a g e m e n t plan. It Svill conf i rm 
the priori ty listing o f act ions, detail 
the tasks to be performed, set target 
d a t e s a n d d e f i n e p e r f o r m a n c e 
i n d i c a t o r s to m e a s u r e p r o g r e s s . 
Re levan t peak c o m m u n i t y g r o u p s 
w i l l b e c o n s u l t e d d u r i n g t h e 
preparat ion o f the Plan ' (p . 4 2 ) 

O n e o f l o w e r M o l o n g l o ' s d i s 
t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e s i s t h a t 
c o n t i n u e d g r a z i n g r a t h e r t h a n 
p e o p l e p r e s s u r e i s t h e g r e a t e s t 
current threat to its integrity. T h e 
conse rva t ion v a l u e s h a v e a l r e a d y 
been significantly affected by m o r e 
than a century o f grazing. 

T h e NPAbe l i eves it should n o w be 
terminated in the corridor, enabl ing 
the managemen t emphas i s to shift 
from moni tor ing and control l ing the 
impacts , to al ternative weed control 
m e t h o d s and act ive encouragemen t 
o f rehabilitation. However , if grazing 
is cont inued, the N P A bel ieves all 
s i gn i f i c an t a reas o f n a t i v e v e g e 
t a t i o n a n d o t h e r a r e a s o f 
c o n s e r v a t i o n v a l u e in the n a t u r e 
reserve should b e isola ted from it 
wi th fencing; the r iver bank shou ld 
be fenced 200 metres from the bank; 
a n d t h e r e s h o u l d b e s p e c i f i c 
p r o v i s i o n s for r e d u c i n g g r a z i n g 
dur ing droughts and after fires. 

T h e e x i s t i n g l e a s e s c o n f e r r i n g 
e n t i t l e m e n t s on l e s s e e s w h i c h 
conflict wi th the draft m a n a g e m e n t 
p lan a re c lear ly o n e o f t h e ma jo r 
m a n a g e m e n t p r o b l e m s . I t i s 
cer tainly important that 'any n e w or 
re-negotiated Property Managemen t 
A g r e e m e n t s ' i n c o r p o r a t e t h e 
provis ions o f the M a n a g e m e n t Plan ' 
{ p . 31 ) , bu t also that w h e r e current 
l e a s e s a r e i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 
m a n a g e m e n t plan, t h e y should be 
renegot ia ted . 

T h e N P A be l i eves f i re m a n a g e 
m e n t s t ra tegies shou ld b e incorp 
o r a t e d i n t h e d r a f t p l a n t h a t 
specif ical ly protect the fire sensi t ive 
vegeta t ion in the na ture reserve , for 
e x a m p l e the B l a c k C y p r e s s P i n e 
(Callitris endlicheri) a n d Poma
derris pallida. There shou ld also b e 
s igns a t k e y publ ic a c c e s s po in t s 
s u c h a s C o p p i n s C r o s s i n g a n d 
Stockdil l Drive, alerting visitors that 
fires are no t al lowed in the corridor. 

A p a r t f rom grazing and fires, the 
m a j o r i n f l u e n c e o n t h e a r e a ' s 
env i ronmenta l values are the wa te r 
qual i ty and flows o f t h e M o l o n g l o 
River . T h e N P A be l i eves t h e A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t should r e spond to the 
b e l a t e d , b u t g r o w i n g r e c o g n i t i o n 
th roughout Austra l ia o f the n e e d to 
m a i n t a i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l f lows in 
s t reams be low dams, b y examin ing 
possible changes to the opera t ion o f 
S c r i v e n e r D a m . A c a t c h m e n t 
s t ra tegy should also b e deve loped , 
d r a w i n g o n t h e e x p e r i e n c e i n 
s t o n n w a t e r m a n a g e m e n t in o the r 
areas o f Canberra  Scr ivener  dam . 

T h e dra f t p l a n t a k e s a r a t h e r 
react ive approach to p ro t ec t ion o f 
s igni f icant na t ive v e g e t a t i o n . F o r 
e x a m p l e i t s a y s : ' I m p l e m e n t 
m a n a g e m e n t s t ra tegies to pro tec t 
nat ive vegeta t ion popu la t ions w h e n 
the n e e d arises ' (p . 14, 2 .2 .4 e) . T h e 
N P A be l ieves pro tec t ion s t rategies 
should be pu t in place for regional ly 
significant vegeta t ion w h e t h e r it is 

continued on page 9 



Update on Native Title issues Lower Molonglo Plan 
continued 

unde r threat or not , recognising that 
t h e bes t cure is p revent ion . 

W h e n inc reased p u b l i c use a n d 
a c c e s s seem, t o b e h a v i n g u n d u e 
i n f l u e n c e o n g o v e r n m e n t s i n 
Aus t ra l ia and therefore on reserve 
m a n a g e r s , t h e draft p lan 's s tate
m e n t s a r e r e f r e s h i n g a n d r e 
a s su r ing . F o r e x a m p l e : ' M a n a g e 
m e n t o f r e c r e a t i o n in t h e L o w e r 
M o l o n g l o River Corr idor wil l a im to 
min imi se dis turbance to all natural 
set t ings and on-site interpretat ion 
wil l b e low-key. . .It m a y b e necessary 
to s t ab i l i s e a n d r e a l i g n ex i s t i ng 
w a l k i n g t r a c k s t o p r o v i d e t h e 
r e c r e a t i o n a l s e t t i ngs des i red . N o 
o ther recreat ional facilities wi l l b e 
p laced wi th in the Corr idor at this 
s tage ' (p . 17) . 

A s the current conservation values 
o f the area are par t ly a product o f 
i so l a t i on and d i f f icu l ty o f acces s , 
increased recreat ional use should, i f 
a n y t h i n g , b e d i s c o u r a g e d r a t h e r 
t h a n encouraged . I n that context , 
t h e N P A s u p p o r t s t h e b a n o n 
s w i m m i n g , h u n t i n g , d o g s a n d 
c a m p i n g in t h e l o w e r M o l o n g l o . 
H o r s e riding should no t , in general , 
b e a l l o w e d in t h e n a t u r e r e se rve 
because o f its potent ia l for erosion, 
t r ampl ing and spread ing o f w e e d s . 
H o w e v e r , u s e o f t h e s e w e r a g e 
p ipe l ine road as a ho r se trail wou ld 
b e reasonab le as m i g h t the use o f 
o the r m a n a g e m e n t t rai ls that avoid 
a reas w i th sens i t ive conserva t ion 
va lues . 

T h e tall cliffs a long t h e river are a 
natural attraction for rock-climbers. 
B u t , a s t h e p l a n r e c o g n i s e s , 
activit ies such as r o c k c l imbing and 
a b s e i l i n g o n t h e c l i f f s w o u l d b e 
to ta l ly inappropr ia te in the raptor 
p r e -b reed ing and h a t c h i n g s tages 
f r o m m i d - A u g u s t t o O c t o b e r . 
Otherwise , the N P A w o u l d not w a n t 
to see regular use o f the cliff face b y 
large groups because o f their impact. 

Stephen Johns ton , Convenor, 
E n v i r o n m e n t Sub-commit tee 

In the M a r c h i s s u e o f the NPA's 
B u l l e t i n t h e r e w a s an a r t i c l e 
summarising developments wi th the 
nat ive t i t le c l a ims to par ts o f the 
ACT. T h e article out l ined the nature 
of the claims, the atti tude of t h e A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t t o w a r d s t h e m , a n d 
actions taken by the N P A to consider 
h o w r e c o g n i t i o n o f a c l a i m t o 
Namadgi National Park might affect 
future managemen t o f the park. T h e 
article indicated tha t the N P A had, 
t h r o u g h i t s e n d o r s e m e n t o f a 
s t a t e m e n t r e l e a s e d b y t h e 
Conservat ion Counci l o f the South 
E a s t e r n R e g i o n a n d C a n b e r r a , 
expressed suppor t i n pr inciple for 
the recogni t ion o f na t ive title. 

T h e art icle n o t e d tha t the N P A 
was about to sign a contract w i th a 
consul tant to p repa re a repor t on 
p o s s i b l e m o d e l s f o r t h e f u t u r e 
m a n a g e m e n t o f N a m a d g i in t h e 
event that nat ive title to the pa rk is 
recognised. A draft o f the report , b y 
D r D e r m o t S m y t h o f S m i t h a n d 
Bahrdt Consul tants , has n o w been 
received and is be ing considered b y 
the commit tee . A f i n a l version o f the 
repor t shou ld be p r o d u c e d w i th in 

a b o u t a m o n t h , and detai ls o f the 
repor t wil l then b e g iven to m e m b e r s 
and others in teres ted - including, o f 
course , the c l a iman t s . 

T h e N P A is a l so s e e k i n g r e c o g 
ni t ion as an in te res ted pa r ty b y the 
Nat iona l Na t ive Ti t le Tribunal , for 
t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e . t r i b u n a l ' s 
examina t ion o f t h e A C T nat ive title 
c l a i m s . T h e t r i b u n a l i s c u r r e n t l y 
compi l ing a list o f in teres ted par t ies 
for these c la ims . I t wi l l a lso s e e k in 
the nea r future to clarify, w i th the 
t w o groups o f c la imants , the na ture 
o f t h e c l a i m t o b e n e g o t i a t e d 
s u b s e q u e n t l y w i t h t h e o t h e r 
in teres ted part ies. T h e t r ibunal wi l l 
then organise a mee t ing be tween the 
c la imants and the interes ted part ies 
t o d iscuss the c l a im and r each an 
agreed sett lement. W h i l e these s teps 
cou ld b e comple ted b y t h e end o f the 
y e a r , p r o g r e s s w i l l d e p e n d o n 
approaches adop ted b y the var ious 
i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s , a n d t h i s i s 
difficult t o predic t . I f a se t t lement 
c a n n o t b e r e a c h e d t h r o u g h t h e 
t r ibunal , however , t h e c la im could 
b e referred to the Fede ra l Cour t . 

R o b i n M i l l e r 

The Great Victoria Desert 
Travelling 
West in BeadelVs tracks 
We take the desert road 

Unrolling 
Carpet; rainbow bright 
Flowers of every hue 

Or, shining 
Sea of silver green 
Spinifex and Mallee 

Juddering 
Endless corrugations 
Dislocate our joints 

Lightning 
Flickers in the dark 
The storm - it passes by 

Chiming 
Wedgebills tease and taunt 
But still remain unseen 

Blowing 
Red, wind-borne dust 
Our faces streak and grime 

'S weet-dreaming' 
beneath the Milky Way 
Where satellites meander 

Scampering 
Lizards pause and pose 
Dart daintily away 

Lumbering 
An old bull camel looms 
Then turns, with proud disdain 

Tantalising, 
Wholesome the aroma 
Fresh damper - crusty; warm 

Laughing 
In the camp fire glow 
Contentment spreads its balm 

J u d i t h W e b s t e r 



Bibbulmun renewed 
A l o n g - d i s t a n c e w a l k i n g t rack in 
sou th-wes t Western Aust ra l ia w a s 
p r o p o s e d in 1 9 7 2 as a m e a n s o f 
e n c o u r a g i n g p e o p l e f r o m u r b a n 
a r e a s to g o i n t o t h e b u s h . T h e 
Forests Depar tment took u p the idea 
and investigated various routes wi th 
the resul t that the concept o f a Perth 
( K a l a m u n d a ) to A l b a n y t rack w a s 

initiated. 

T h e t rack that 
w a s o p e n e d a s 
par t o f Wes te rn 
Austra l ia ' s 150-
th a n n i v e r s a r y 
c e l e b r a t i o n s in 
1 9 7 9 r a n s o m e 
5 0 0 k m f r o m 
K a l a m u n d a to 

Kalamunda Northcliffe, south of Pemberton, and 
w a s n a m e d B i b b u l m a n in r ecog 
ni t ion o f the Abor- iginal people w h o 
i n h a b i t e d the a rea sou th -wes t o f 
Pember ton . 

B y 1987 , w h e n the n e w l y formed 
D e p a r t m e n t o f C o n s e r v a t i o n and 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t ( C A L M ) 
assumed responsibility for the track, 
it w a s es t imated that 5 0 0 0 people 
p e r y e a r w a l k e d t h e t r a c k , t h e 
major i ty under tak ing walks of one 
to three days ' durat ion. 

PERTH 
A t t h i s t i m e , t h e 

n o r t h e r n s ec t i on w a s 
r e l o c a t e d t o a v o i d 
b a u x i t e m i n i n g s i tes , 
the s o u t h e r n s e c t i o n 
was ex tended by nearly 
150km from Northcliffe 
to coastal Walpole , and 
the Wauga l (pic tured) 
w a s a d o p t e d as t r ack 
m a r k e r . T h e W a u g a l 
w a s a power fu l myth
o l o g i c a l c h a r a c t e r in 
the B i b b u l m a n t rad
ition. 

In r e s p o n s e t o a 
g r o w i n g n u m b e r o f 
p r o b l e m s , in 1 9 9 3 
C A L M a d o p t e d a n 
i m a g i n a t i v e p l a n t o 
renovate the track and 
turn it i n t o one o f the 
w o r l d ' s g r e a t l o n g 
d i s t a n c e w a l k i n g 
t r a c k s . T h e p l a n i n v o l v e s a n 
e x t e n s i v e r e - a l i g n m e n t , p l a c i n g 
mos t o f t h e t rack in conse rva t ion 
es ta tes and p r o v i d i n g the w a l k e r 
with an exper ience o f the best of the 
south-west region. 

Forty-six n e w campsi tes be tween 
1 0 k m a n d 2 0 k m a p a r t wi l l e a c h 

K4L4MUNDA 

. DWZLLINGUP 
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Gregory Brook Hut. 

p r o v i d e a s l e e p i n g s h e l t e r for 12 
people , a t en t site, fire place, fresh 
water and b u s h toilet. T h e campsites 
wi l l b e access ib le o n l y on foot and 
wil l b e s i ted so as to b e bo th practic
able a n d a t t r ac t ive . H u n d r e d s o f 
k i lometres o f n e w t rack will be built, 
mc lud ing an extension from Walpole 
to Albany, m a k i n g t h e total length 
9 5 0 k m . 

The projec t is be ing supported by 
t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d Wes te rn 
A u s t r a l i a n G o v e r n m e n t s , c o m 
merc ia l s p o n s o r s a n d c o m m u n i t y 
groups . Unt i l late 1997 , the project 
w a s c o - o r d i n a t e d b y J e s s e 
B r a m p t o n , an e n t h u s i a s t i c l o n g 
d i s t a n c e w a l k e r , w e l l k n o w n 
t h r o u g h h i s a s s o c i a t i o n wi th t h e 
3450km-long Appalachian Trail. T h e 
nor thern ha l f o f the n e w Bibbulman 
Track w a s opened in A u g u s t 1997, 
and the r e m a i n d e r is scheduled for 
comple t ion in A u g u s t 1998. 

A ser ies o f excel lent t rack maps 
has been publ i shed b y C A L M . The 
t r a c k i s s h o w n o v e r l a i d on a 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l m a p w i t h separa te 
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NPA outings program 
June — September 1998 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require-

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent, Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

P o i n t s t o n o t e 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office as soon as 

you think o f them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks g r a d i n g s 

Distance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 2 0 km 

4 — above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light sctub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

' June Saturday daywalk 2 B / C Nursery

y Creek area M a p : Rendezvous Creek l : ^ H ) 0 

Leader: Mart in Chalk Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 (w), 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ^ h ) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops for a prompt departure at 8 .00am. 

T h e walk starts from the Nutsery Swamp carpark in Orroral Valley, 

takes in part o f the ridge overlooking Rendezvous Creek, and returns 

to the cars via the top end o f Nursery Swamp, 60kms , $ 1 2 per car. 

21 June Sunday daywalk 2 A / B / D 

M t Coree and the Devils Peak M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higgins Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

Crunch frost in the northern Brindabellas this winter. We' l l climb 

Coree from near Blundell's Arboretum, then walk to Coree Flats, climb 

Devils Peak, and return to Blundclls. Some history, a good deal o f 

great native forest, excellent views from both peaks. Steep climbs, about 

I4kms . Book with leader, numbers limited. 90kms , $ 1 4 per car. 

2 4 June daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

T h e June edition of our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 8 June Sunday daywalk 2 A / B 

Long Point M a p ; Caoura 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at the netball centre just past the Dickson traffic lights on 

Northbourne Avenue at 8 .00am. Drive to Long Point near Marulan, 

then walk down a track into the Shoalhaven Gorge. Excellent views 

o f the river on the way down. Lunch on a sandy beach. A long haul 

back up to the cars. 250kms , $ 5 0 per car. 

2 8 June: Final date for bookings for M o n t a g u e Island 

(see 7 - 8 November below) 

5 July Sunday daywalk 3 A / B 

Camels H u m p and Pierces Trig M a p : Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M i k e Smith Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. This walk starts at the car 

park above the koala enclosute in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. W e will 

follow the fire trail steadily upwards to the Camels Back saddle, climb 

over the H u m p and on to Pierces Trig. Return back along the fire 

trail, Great views down into the rugged Cotter Valley and beyond. 

6 0 k m s , $ 1 2 per car. 

11 July Saturday car tour 

Southern Highlands Devonshire Tea Crawl 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h), 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 (w) 

M e e t at the netball centre just north of the Dickson lights on 

Northbourne Avenue at 8 .30am. A drive to visit scenic spots in the 

Southern Highlands around Bundanoon and Fitzroy Falls, interspersed 

with stops at some of the Devonshire tea houses in the area, This trip 

will go ahead whatever the weather. 3 0 0 k m s , $ 6 0 per car. 

1 2 July Sunday daywalk 1B 

M t Nungar M a p : Tantangara 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M a x Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h) , 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

M r Nungar is a notable peak just to the east o f the road into Tantangara 

D a m from the Snowy Mountains Highway. After a 4 0 0 metre climb 

through the bush we should be in the snow, and weather permitting, 

enjoying some great winter mountain scenery. Ring leader for bookings 

and details. Th i s will not be a difficult walk, but arrangements may 

depend on road and weather conditions. 3 0 0 kms, $ 6 0 per car. 

19 July Sunday daywalk 2 A / B 

Canberra's western Hills M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Leader: C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A pleasant walk from D u f f y to Greenway. W e will walk along 

Cooleman Ridge to M t Arawang, then across to M t Neighbour and 

M c Q u o i d s Hill , Gleneaglcs and finally Urambi Hills. Great views of 

the Murrumbidgee Valley, the Bullen Range, the Tidbinbillas and 

beyond. Short car shuffle. Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. 

2 2 July daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Yvonne Bartos Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

T h e July edition of our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 6 July Sunday daywalk (half or full day) 2 A 

Mulligans Flat M a p : Canberra U B D 

Leader: Bev H a m m o n d Phone: 6 2 8 8 6 5 7 7 

Drive down Gundaroo Road Gungahlin to the N S W border (last 

5km gravel) to meet at 9 . 0 0 a m . W a l k the fence line o f theThemada 

Paddock for expansive views. Morning walkers leave us there. Others 

continue in main reserve beside the border, along the o ld tree-lined 

Murrumbateman-Bungendore road to the woolshed site, 'Mulligans 

Flat', and return to the start. 

1 August Saturday daywalk 3 A 

H u m e and Hovell Track - W e e Jasper M a p : H & H Guide 

Leader: M i k e Smith Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at picnic area carpark on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter Road 

at 8 .00am. Walk the H u m e and Hovell Track from the Fitzpatrick 

Trackhead near W e e Jasper to the Logbridge campsite via M t W e e 

Jasper. Total climb about 7 0 0 m , all on track. Car shuffle involved. 

150kms, $ 3 0 per car. 



3 - 9 August seven day packwalk 3 A B 

Nadgee M a p : Nadgee 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Graham Scully Phone: 6 2 3 0 3 3 5 2 

Day ] , drive to W o n b o y n and walk to Newtons Beach. Day 2 , walk 

to Nadgee Lake for base camp followed by days 3 - 5 walking with 

daypacks along the coast, including an ascent o f M t Howe for views 

of the Victorian border country and G a b o Island. Day 6 , return to 

Wonboyn caravan park for shower, hot meal and overnight stay in 

onsite units, returning to Canberra on day 7. Numbers limited. Phone 

leader early for details. 

9 August Sunday daywalk 2 A 

Gudgenby, Yerrabi, 

Shanahans M a p s : Namadgi N P map and guide 

Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .00am. W e will crunch morning 

frost with the kangaroos at Gudgenby before driving on to Yerrabi to 

climb to Boboyan Trig for lunch-with-a-view. T h e n we drive on to 

Shanahans Mountain for another stroll, enjoying views over the valley 

of the Naas River. T i m e permitting, a final cuppa at Cuppacumbalong. 

I20kms, $ 2 4 per car. 

16 August Sunday daywalk 3 A / B 

Naas River M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Frank Clements Phone: 6 2 3 1 7 0 0 5 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 0 0 a m . Walk from Boboyan Pines 

carpark to an unusually coloured rock outcrop, climbing around 7 0 

metres, then proceed to Hospital Creek Falls and Hospital Hut , before 

resuming the O l d Boboyan Road and going on to the Naas River. 

Return to carpark via the road. 1 OOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

2 2 August Sunday ski tour 3 A 

Four Mile Hut M a p : M t Selwyn Ski Touring M a p 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 (w) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h) 

Contact leader by Wednesday, A daytrip to Four Mi le Hut for lunch 

from either Kiandra or Selwyn Quarry, depending on the snow and 

weather conditions. 3 0 0 k m s , $ 6 0 per car. 

2 3 August Sunday daywalk 2 A / B 

Alpine Track and Bushfold Flats M a p s : Will iamsdale and 

Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Follow the Alpine Track from the Booroomba Rocks carpark to 

Bushfold Flats, visiting Reads and Russ's huts and the ruins of Dunne's 

hut. Then rejoin the Alpine Track onTcnnant ridge, and a fairly steep 

descent to the Namadgi Visitors Centre. Car shuffle required. Meet 

at the Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . 4 0 k m s , $8 per car. 

2 6 |^krSt daywalk 

W c S R f a y walk 

Leader: David Large Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

T h e August edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Pbnne 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

3 0 August Sunday daywalk 3 A / B / E 

M t Palerang M a p : Bombay 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M a x Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station, Kingston, at 8 .30am. M t Palerang 

is a prominent peak in the Tallaganda State Forest between Captains 

Flat and Braidwood. For travellers to the coast it is clearly visible from 

the Kings Highway. This is your chance to climb it. 130kms, $ 2 6 per 

car. 

5 - 6 September weekend packwalk 2 A / C / D / F 

Sentry Box M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Martin Chalk Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 (w), 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 (h) 

This walk is a rerun of rhe one scheduled for April, which had to be 

postponed because o f the dry conditions. Leave Canberra 8 . 0 0 a m for 

an exploratory walk to the Sentry Box from O l d Boboyan Road South. 

W c will aim to dry camp on the mountain so we can get some good 

views and photos o f the sunset and full moon, and, for the earlybirds, 

sunrise. Several historical sires will be visited. Experienced walkers 

only, numbers limited. Call leader by preceding Wednesday for details 

and bookings. 150kms, $ 3 0 per car. 

6 September Sunday daywalk 1A 

Sherwood M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Doreen W i l s o n Phone: 6 2 8 8 5 2 1 5 

Meet at picnic area carpark on Uriarra Road just off the Cotter Road 

at 8 .30am. An easy walk on tracks and steps from Blue Range Hut to 

'Sherwood' homestead historic site in spring glory with daffodils 

blooming. We'll also look for early orchids en route. Leisurely lunch 

and interpretation of site, plus opportunity for side trip to Dowling 

Trig for the more energetic. Stroll back to cars along the same tracks. 

35kms . $ 7 per car. 

12 September Saturday daywalk 2 B 

Alpine Track Alternative, 

Honeysuckle area M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 6 2 5 8 3 8 3 3 

Veteran Canberra bushwalkerTcd Fleming has identified an excellent 

alternative route for the Alpine Track from Booroomba Rocks carpark 

to the Ridge of Stone - features beautiful open forest, some rock slabs 

and views across Orroral Valley. All offtrack. Phone Icadct for details 

by 9 September. 6 0 k m s , $ 12 per car. 

1 9 - 2 0 September weekend packwalk I A / B / E / F 

M t M o r g a n and Half M o o n Peak M a p : Rendezvous Creek and 

Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Leaden Phil Gatenby Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Contact leader by Wednesday 16 September. A walk from the Yaouk 

Valley along the Lone Pine fire trail, up M t Morgan and across to 

Half M o o n Peak. Total cl imb o f 8 0 0 m on the first day. 220kms , $ 4 4 

per car. 

September/October ten day packwalk 

Heysen Walking Trail 

Contact: Syd C o m f o r t Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 5 7 8 

Syd is thinking of a ten day walk in The Spring along the southern 

section o f the Heysen Trail, starting from Cape Jervis. H e would be 

pleased to hear from anyone interested in joining the walk. Dates and 

other details are quite open. 

2 6 - 2 7 September weekend packwalk 3 A 

Royal National Park Coast W a l k M a p s : R N P Guides 

Leader: David Large Phone: 6 2 9 1 4 8 3 0 

W a l k from Otford to Bundeena. A n opportunity to experience the 

Spring wildflowers and magnificent ocean views in Royal National 

Park just south o f Sydney. W e will probably depart from Canberra 

early Saturday morning, arriving Otford mid-morning, ihen walking 

on to camp at Curracurang. O n Sunday morning we walk to Bundeena, 

catch a ferry and then a train back to our cars at Otford. Return to 

Canberra Sunday evening. Numbers limited, phone leader early for 

details and bookings. 5 0 0 k m s , $ 1 0 0 per car. 

7 - 8 November car camp and cruise I A (if the sea is smooth) 

Montague Island and W a g o n g a Inlet 1 0 Z (if the sea is rough!) 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

Firm bookings together with fare are required no later than 28 June. 

O n Saturday wc will take the afternoon cruise to Montague looking 

for whales on the way across, and then visit penguin and seal colonies 

on the island itself. T h e duration o f this tour is approximately four 

and a half hours. Fares arc $ 6 0 for adults and $ 4 5 for children under 

15. Once booked, fares arc not refundable unless the cruise is cancelled 

because o f wcarher conditions. O n Saturday evening we will camp, 

probably at Mystery Bay. Sunday's three hour cruise will he on the 

unspoilt, smooth waters o f Wagonga Inlet on an electrically powered 

ferry. There will be a commentary, a shorr walk in some remnant 

rainforest, scones and billy tea. Fares arc $ 1 5 and $ 1 0 , and can be 

paid on the day. Should the Montague tour have to be cancelled, the 

area offers a variety of alternatives, ranging from shopping and 

sightseeing ai Tilba to an Aboriginal tour o f the Wallagn Lakes. 
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Bibbulman renewed continued 

The West Australians 
still know how to 
work jarrah. Bridge 
over Balingup Brook. 

v e r t i c a l p r o f i l e s o f t h e r o u t e . 
Dis tances be tween camps i t e s and 
o t h e r m a j o r p o i n t s a r e c l e a r l y 
tabulated. 

M y week's wa lk on the t rack in the 
j a r r a h c o u n t r y sou th o f C o l l i e in 
O c t o b e r 1997 c o n f i r m e d t h a t the 
des ign and construct ion o f t h e t rack 
a n d c a m p s i t e s w e r e o f a h i g h 
s t a n d a r d a n d s h o w e d t h a t t h e 
o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s r e n e w a l o f t h e 
t rack w e r e b e i n g ach ieved . I w a s 
a l s o v e r y i m p r e s s e d b y t h e 
en thus iasm of t rack worke r s I m e t 
on the way. 

Walkers wil l n e e d to cons ider the 
t i m e o f y e a r b e s t s u i t e d t o t h e 
sect ions o f the t r ack t hey p l an to 
cover. Spr ing w a s an ideal t i m e for 
t h e s e c t i o n I c o v e r e d , w i t h 
comfortable wa lk ing condi t ions and 
the forests and wi ldf lowers a t ruly 
w o n d e r f u l s igh t . A t o t h e r t i m e s , 
temperatures , rainfall, fire r i sk and 

avai labi l i ty o f w a t e r w o u l d n e e d to 
b e considered . 

J u s t t o h a n d i s a n o t i c e o f a 
p r o p o s e d 'Big B i b b u l m a n W a l k 98 ' 
w h i c h w i l l b e p a r t o f t h e off ic ia l 
ce lebrat ions to o p e n the w h o l e n e w 
B i b b u l m a n T r a c k . A n e n d - t o - e n d 
w a l k wi l l b e conduc t ed s tar t ing to 
co inc ide wi th the official open ing o f 
the t r ack on 13 S e p t e m b e r 1998 and 
e n d i n g i n K a l a m u n d a o n 1 
N o v e m b e r . D e t a i l s a r e a v a i l a b l e 
from the B i b b u l m a n Track Project 
Office (08) 9334 0 2 6 5 . 

References : 

A Guide to the Bibbulman Track, 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Conse rva t ion and 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t . 

Landscope, i ssue n o . n o t k n o w n , 
D e p a r t m e n t o f Conse rva t ion and 
L a n d M a n a g e m e n t . 

Art i c l e a n d photos , 
S y d C o m f o r t 

Vale 
It i s wi th r eg re t that w e record the 
pass ing o f t w o associat ion members , 
He la L i n d e m a n n and M e r l e Bailey. 
B o t h wil l b e r e m e m b e r e d for their 
l o n g connect ion wi th the association 
a n d their ac t ive part icipat ion in the 
wa lks p r o g r a m par t icular ly diir ing 
t h e 70s . B u t the i r w a l k i n g s tyles 
were very different. Mer le w a s noted 
for a lways arr iving for wa lks ve ry 
w e l l d r e s s e d a n d f o r h e r g r e a t 
interest in everything a long the way. 
T h i s l e d t o f r e q u e n t h a l t s t o 
investigate w i th the consequences o f 
h e r b e i n g a ' t a i l - e n d e r ' a n d a 
somet ime concern to leaders anxious 
to see a w a l k th rough . O n the other 
hand , He la w a s a regular leader o f 
w a l k s w i t h a v e r y d i r ec t s tyle o f 
n a v i g a t i o n — f o l l o w t h e c o m p a s s 
b e a r i n g r e g a r d l e s s o f t e r r r a i n , 
vegeta t ion o r other obs tac les . She 
h a d a great interest in go ing into the 
b u s h and w a s a lways v e r y helpful 
to n e w m e m b e r s . Hela left Canberra 
f o r t h e S o u t h C o a s t i n t h e m i d 
1 9 8 0 s , p u r s u e d h e r i n t e r e s t i n 
b u s h w a l k i n g t h e r e a n d d i e d i n 
Da lmeny on 16 January 1998. Mer le 
cont inued t o l ive in Canber ra until 
h e r death on 13 March 1998. 

S y d Comfor t 

New location for General 
Meetings 

C o m m e n c i n g w i th the Ju ly meeting, 
N P A general mee t ings wi l l b e he ld 
i n F o r e s t r y H o u s e , Y a r r a l u m l a . 
M a n y readers wi l l r e m e m b e r this as 
the bui ld ing in w h i c h t h e Guide to 
the Reptiles and Frogs of the ACT 
w a s launched b y the C h i e f Minis ter 
in D e c e m b e r last . B y m a k i n g the 
change , the commi t t ee h o p e s tha t 
s o m e o f t h e p r o b l e m s o f pa rk ing , 
n o i s e a n d g l a r e e x p e r i e n c e d 
previous ly wi l l b e reduced . T h e n e w 
locat ion wi l l p rov ide an at tract ive 
set t ing for mee t ings and offers good 
facil i t ies a n d c o n v e n i e n t pa rk ing . 
T h e mee t ing t i m e o f 8 p m remains 
unchanged . M i k e Smi th h a s appl ied 
h i s not incons iderab le navigat ional 
ski l ls to p repar ing the m a p o f the 
s i te enc losed in this bul le t in . 



Walking with a 'GPS' 
Sett ing off, half a cen tury ago , on a 
b u s h w a l k o f one to t h r e e w e e k s 
duration, through areas o f which one 
had only hearsay informat ion, or, at 
the best , m a p s of a smal l scale could 
be h a z a r d o u s . T h e s e m a p s w o u l d 
have only rud imenta ry information 
o f p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e s and l a r g e 
areas o f whi t e spaces , wh ich could 
i n s p i r e o v e r - c o n f i d e n c e in o n e ' s 
ability to m a k e a safe traverse, when 
there w a s little real knowledge of the 
area. There were , however , benefits 
in be ing able to read the topography 
a n d an e a r l y a p p r e c i a t i o n w a s 
r e a d i l y a c q u i r e d , in r e c o g n i s i n g 
natural routes and m a k i n g precise 
u se o f t h e c o m p a s s a n d s u n in 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h e d i r e c t i o n o f a 
selected route . 

M y l e s D u n p h y a n d o t h e r 
bushwalkers , in the 1930s , d r ew u p 
1/2 inch - 1 mile m a p s from par ish 
and tourist maps u p o n wh ich they 
a d d e d t h e i r o w n a n d f e l l o w 
b u s h w a l k e r s ' e x p l o r a t o r y e x p e r 
iences o f the rugged terrain o f the 
B l u e M o u n t a i n s a n d t h e B u r r a -
gorang Valley. The publ icat ion of the 
a rmy 1 inch - 1 m i l e m a p o f the 
Ka toomba area was a great advance, 
with contours instead of the ha tched 
r idges o f the ske t ch m a p s . O t h e r 
a rmy m a p s were avai lable o f some 
of the coastal areas a round Sydney. 
The w a r provided a grea t impetus 
to m a p the coastal bel t and these 
were a m i x t u r e o f c o n t o u r e d and 
c o l o u r e d m a p s , a v a i l a b l e at t w o 
shil l ings each from se lected outlets. 

A pos t -war project w a s to m a p the 
who le o f Austra l ia . T h e first maps 
suitable for bushwalking were to the 
1:100 000 scale but the scale caused 
s o m e s u r p r i s e s . A t t i m e s w h e n 
at tempting to m a k e a t raverse, cliffs 
and waterfalls appeared because the 
contour interval w a s t oo large for 
them to be drawn in. T h e 1:50 000 
sca l e m a p s , a l t h o u g h c o n t o u r e d , 
lacked s o m e track detail , wh ich at 
t imes could cause s o m e confusion. 
It w a s not until the 1:25 000 series 
o f m a p s b e c a m e a v a i l a b l e in t h e 
1 9 7 0 s t h a t t h e r e a l b e n e f i t t o 
bushwalkers came into being. T h e 

gues swork of wha t lay ahead, could 
be so r t ed out on the d in ing r o o m 
table. The availability o f these maps 
i n c r e a s e d t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f 
b u s h w a l k i n g and it is f rom th i s 
per iod that tracks on popular routes 
b e c a m e es tabl ished for nov ices to 
r e a d i l y f ind t h e i r w a y . T h e 
ava i lab i l i ty o f l igh t -weight c o m p 
asses , p e d o m e t e r s and a l t imeters 
m a d e for more precise nav iga t ion 
a n d w i t h i t s o m e c e r t a i n t y o f 
arr iving at the planned object ive. 

S a t e l l i t e n a v i g a t i o n a ids u s e d 
d u r i n g t h e G u l f W a r w e r e 
minia tured to the size o f hand-held 
p ieces and released for publ ic use, 
b u t w i t h b u i l t - i n r a n d o m e r r o r 
f a c t o r s f r o m t h e s a t e l l i t e 
transmitters, to prevent their use for 
p r e c i s i o n t e r r o r i s t b o m b i n g 
ac t iv i t ies . This r andom er ror has 
n o w b e e n r e d u c e d , a n d fo r a l l 
pract ical bushwalk ing purposes an 
error o f 1 5 - 7 5 metres can only mean 
that y o u are whe re you hoped to be . 
In the passage o f a few years the cost 
o f a h a n d held Global Pos i t ion ing 
Sys t em (GPS) has come d o w n , wi th 
compet i t ion , to one fifth of w h a t the 
in i t ia l cos t w a s . T h e s ize n o w is 
comparab l e to a small mobi le phone 
and wi th the weight of 4 A A batteries 
o n l y 2 7 0 g m s . A s a p r e c a u t i o n , a 
spare set of batteries and compass 
should a lways be carried. 

A G P S can be used anywhere in 
t h e w o r l d to g i v e l a t i t u d e a n d 
longi tude to 1/10 second and a grid 
reference to 5 decimal places. It is 
capable o f s toring several hundred 
w a y p o i n t s (pos i t i ons ) in s e l ec t ed 
g r o u p s ( r o u t e s ) , m a p t h e t r a c k 
fol lowed or to be fol lowed, and g ive 
c o n t i n u o u s d i r e c t i o n a n d t h e 
c o r r e c t i o n n e e d e d t o g o to a 
w a y p o i n t . T h e d i s t a n c e to go i s 
d isplayed, as well as speed, with an 
es t imated t ime to cover the route 
a n d a n a r r i v a l t i m e . T i m e i s 
con t inuous ly displayed as well as 
sunrise and sunset being avai lable. 

W a y p o i n t s can be m a r k e d and 
stored at a n y t i m e on route, for back
t racking. Correct ions o f data from 
the satellites are made at one second 

One hundred and twenty years of 
bushwalking experience examine a 
GPS receiver. Bert Bennett (I) and 
Reg Alder. Photo, Syd Comfort 

intervals. T h e n u m b e r o f satell i tes 
acquired, depends on the topography 
at the locat ion. Open topped trees 
impose a l i t t le restriction provided 
there is no t a dense g round cover. I f 
su f f i c i en t h o r i z o n s a t e l l i t e s a r e 
acqui red , a l t i tude is d i sp layed to 
give 3 D navigat ion and, if not , a 2 D 
d i sp lay for a coa r se r n a v i g a t i o n . 
Alt i tude read ings take a little t ime 
to acquire because o f the one second 
interval o f t r a n s m i s s i o n and the 
calculat ions involved. 

In pract ical terms, only 3 decimal 
places for grid reference, can be read 
from a 25 0 0 0 scale m a p wi th the 
4th p lace approx ima ted . The gr id 
r e f e r e n c e s a r e e n t e r e d i n t o t h e 
memory w i th an al located 5 let ter 
or figure as waypoin t s accord ing to 
the s traight l ine routes to be taken. 
D i s t a n c e s c a n o n l y b e g i v e n as 
s t r a i g h t l i n e s . W h e n G O - T O is 
activated, the heading requi red is 
activated w i th the actual heading , 
and all tha t is needed is for these 
figures to b e the same and to wa tch 
whether a vert ical l ine leans to the 
left or r ight. You then need to correct 
to the ver t ical posi t ion as necessary. 

O n a p p r o a c h i n g w i t h i n a b o u t 
300m of a waypo in t , a message is 
f l a s h e d o n t h e s c r e e n to d r a w 
a t t e n t i o n t o i ts n e a r n e s s . I f a 
deviat ion is made from the original 
straight l ine between waypoints , the 
b e a r i n g t o r e s t o r e d i r e c t i o n i s 
au tomat ica l ly calculated, so la rge 
objects can be walked around and 

continued on page 13 



Speaker tells about 'a pinch of time' 
T h i s w a s the title o f a fascinating 
a n d a b s o r b i n g a d d r e s s b y w e l l 
k n o w n l o c a l , author , b r o a d c a s t e r 
a n d educa to r , I an Fraser , a t the 
Februa ry Genera l Mee t ing . 

Ian has cons idered the relativity 
o f t ime over a long per iod and firmly 
bel ieves that there are part icular ly 
g o o d r e a s o n s f o r n a t u r e a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n s e r v a t i o n t o 
p o n d e r the na ture o f t ime . Th i s is 
no t an easy task as the t ime involved 
is far b e y o n d the h u m a n scale . Ian 
graphica l ly por t rayed evolut ionary 
t ime wi th a 10 metre l o n g t imeline 
representing the age o f the earth. On 
this l ine a po in t 9.5 met res from the 
s t a r t d e n o t e s t h e r i s e o f t h e 
dinosaurs and a point be tween 5mm 
and 1 0 m m from the e n d represents 
t h e t i m e w h e n the o ldes t h u m a n 
ancestors appear. A n d , as I an said, 
"Tha t r ep resen t s t h e p e r s p e c t i v e 
from w h i c h w e w o u l d p r e s u m e to 
m a n a g e the place!" 

Ian's overv iew is necessary i f w e 
are to grasp the immens i ty o f t ime, 
and the minute ly insignificant space 
tha t w e h a v e occupied. Because as 
he said, *Tf w e forget that, then w e 
h a v e no h o p e of m a n a g i n g the place 
properly, because w e have no hope 
o f unders tand ing i t - and be ing us — 
w e l l b e sure that w e do , and get i t 
wrong ." Ian's proposi t ion i s that i f 
w e do not h a v e this perspect ive o f 
t i m e w e c a n n o t c o n c e i v e h o w 
evolut ion can work . 

Walking with a 'GPS' 
continued 
the n e w direction re-established. I f 
t h e d i r e c t i o n t a k e n i s g r o s s l y 
inaccurate , a message is flashed as 
to the bear ing to b e fol lowed, to re
establ ish the route . 

A G P S m a y not b e necessa ry to 
n a v i g a t e , b u t i t t a k e s s o m e 
guesswork ou t o f i t and provides a 
certainty o f location. A s Paddy Pallin 
maintained, h e was 'never truly losf; 
a G P S would ensure at any t ime that 
y o u were neve r lost. 

R e g A l d e r 

Anothe r insight g iven t o u s by Ian 
w a s the sheer chance tha t w e are 
here , 'here and now 7 . W e cou ld easi ly 
h a v e been *here' at o the r s tages o f 
A u s t r a l i a ' s h i s t o r y t h a t a re w e l l 
w i t h i n t h e h u m a n h i s t o r y o f t h e 
area, - in the t imes o f t h e t empera te 
rainforests , o r w h e n th is area w a s a 
cold, t reeless, w i n d y s t eppe . 

N o r d o e s e v o l u t i o n s t o p - i t 
cont inues . So it is p u r e c h a n c e tha t 
dictates wi th which o ther organisms 
w e sha re t h e w o r l d - a p a r t from 
t h o s e w h o s e c o m p a n y w e h a v e 
d i s p e n s e d w i t h . O n e o f t h e 
mechan i sms that has inf luenced the 
distr ibut ion o f species h a s been the 
dr i f t ing apar t o f c o n t i n e n t s . A n d 
this, as Ian said, is still h a p p e n i n g 
and in another few mil l ion years (not 
long on the t ime scale) w e shall b e 
we l l and t ru ly e m b e d d e d in As ia . 

Be ing prepared to face u p to t i m e 
p r o v i d e s u s w i t h t h e a b i l i t y t o 
unders tand the concep t o f ecological 
refuges, w h i c h Ian be l i eves are t h e 
k e y to envi ronmenta l conserva t ion 
in Aust ra l ia . For i n s t ance , dur ing 
the m o s t recent g lacia t ion m u c h o f 
south-eastern Austral ia w a s covered 
b y co ld t r ee l e s s s t e p p e s . S p e c i e s 
wh ich had been confined to h igh cold 
moun ta in s n o w spread ac ross t h e 
l a n d s c a p e - m o u n t a i n p y g m y 
p o s s u m s a n d a lp ine p l a n t s w e r e 
widespread . W h e n glacia t ion ended , 
these cold c l imate specia l i s t s aga in 
retreated to the a lpine z o n e s . F r o m 
h e r e t h e y w i l l s p r e a d o u t a g a i n 
dur ing the nex t g lac ia t ion , w h i c h i s 
d u e qui te soon — but they can only 
do so if we allow them to survive the 
here and now. I f t hey d o no t , there 
w i l l b e n o s o u r c e o f s p e c i e s t o 
p o p u l a t e t h e l a n d s c a p e t h e n e x t 
t i m e a r o u n d - w h i c h m a k e s t h e 
q u e s t i o n s o f g r e e n h o u s e a n d 
m a n a g i n g t h e ski i n d u s t r y e v e n 
m o r e press ing. A n d m u c h t h e s a m e 
can b e said o f rainforest refuges and 
the m o u n d springs, t h e o n l y refuges 
for m a n y inland aqua t ic species . 

There is another aspec t , too . N o t 
on ly is the re great sa t i s fac t ion in 
see ing the wor ld as i t r ea l l y is , bu t 

g rea t d a n g e r s in the a r rogance o f 
u s i n g 'our t i m e ' as the n o r m . Th i s is 
a bi t l ike bac te r ia on the b o d y l iv ing 
and dying i n a f ew hours and seeing 
n o change in thei r environment , and 
c o n d u d i n g therefore tha t there is n o 
c h a n g e . It l e a d s to the asser t ions 
tha t rabbits, starlings, mynas , pines, 
wi l lows or b rumbie s are a 'natural ' 
pa r t o f evolu t ion because ' they h a v e 
a lways b e e n here ' , ie , a s long as I 
c a n remember . This short-term v i e w 
l eads to asser t ions about m a n a g i n g 
forest fire r e g i m e s w h e n w e haven ' t 
b e e n round l o n g enough to see even 
a s i ng l e n a t u r a l cyc le o f t h e f i re 
r eg ime o f a w e t forest l ike the Alp ine 
A s h in the Br indabel las . 

A quite different danger m a y even 
c o m e from a c c e p t i n g , a t l eas t i n 
p r inc ip l e , t h e real i ty o f t i m e a n d 
evolut ion — a n d using i t a s an excuse 
that , because extinction is natural , 
evolu t ion wi l l f i x things up ' , so tha t 
w e needn ' t worry . 'Natural ' extinct
i o n s occur in Aust ra l ia a t the rate o f 
about one eve ry 7000 years . W e have 
m a n a g e d t o ext inguish b i rd species 
a t a b o u t 1 0 0 0 t i m e s t h a t r a t e ! 
Just i fying p remature ext inct ion i s 
l i ke just i fying the murde r o f a chi ld 
s imp ly because that chi ld wi l l g r o w 
old and die anyway. 

I an also spen t some t i m e poin t ing 
o u t to us t h e j o y a n d w o n d e r o f 
evolu t ion u s i n g such examples as : 

• the evolu t ion o f the feather from 
repti l ian sca les ; 

• o ther f l ight adapta t ions o f b i rds 
l ike los ing tee th to r educe we igh t 
a n d h o l l o w i n g o u t b o n e s f o r 
l i g h t n e s s w h i l e s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
t h e m in terna l ly wi th a super l ight 
lattice; 

• t h e marve l s o f orchid pol l inat ion; 

• d e l a y e d i m p l a n t a t i o n in k a n g a 
roos and seals ; and 

• the w o n d e r s o f migra tory species . 

I a n lef t t h e l a s t w o r d w i t h t h e 
Engl i sh engineer-poet H e n r y Aus t in 
D o b s o n - T i m e goes y o u say? A h n o ! 
A l a s , T ime s tays , w e go . ' 

L e n H a s k e w 



Gordon's glory in granite: McKeahnie Trig 
Many of our nineteenth century trig 
s t a t i o n s in t h e A C T h a v e b e e n 
r e p l a c e d b y m o r e m o d e r n 
' quad ropod ' s teel tr igs. S u r v i v i n g 
o r ig ina l t r igs c o n s e q u e n t l y h a v e 
considerable heri tage signif icance, 
even if some have lost their survey 
function. 

M c K e a h n i e Tr ig is an o r ig ina l . 
L o c a t e d on t h e r a n g e b e t w e e n 
K a n g a r o o C r e e k ( ie , C o r i n D a m 
Road.) and the upper Orroral Valley, 
the site is in fairly rugged bushland 
typified by S n o w Gums , Moun ta in 
G u m s , C a s s i n i a and i m p r e s s i v e 
o u t c r o p s o f r o u n d e d g r a n i t e 
boulders . It can be reached ei ther 
from the Kangaroo Creek br idge on 
the Corin road, or (a no doubt easier 
route and the one I have used) from 
near the Square Rock walk ing track. 

Trig stations such as this one were 
in s t a l l ed as p a r t o f the t r i g o n o 
metrical survey of N S W last century. 
T r i g s t a t i o n s e n a b l e d p r e c i s e 
bearings to be read between stations 
and by vir tue o f these a sys tem o f 
t r i a n g l e s w a s ab le to b e s p r e a d 
a c r o s s t h e c o l o n y . U s i n g t h e 
principles of trigonometry, surveyors 
w e r e able to calcula te f rom these 
tr iangles ever increasing dis tances 

Vane from McKeahnie Trig. 
Photo, Russell Wenholz 

McKeahnie Trig. Photo, Ron Jarman 

across the g round and so w e r e able 
to d raw accura te maps . 

M c K e a h n i e T r i g w a s b u i l t b y 
Surveyor R . C . Gordon and par ty in 
Sep t ember 1896. Gordon (who also 
bui l t G u d g e n b y Trig in 1896 and 
Frankl in in 1898) t ravel led to the 
site via the Orrora l Valley. F rom the 
end o f the t rack on the headwate r s 
on Orroral C r e e k he s e e m s to have 
m a d e a b lazed line to the trig site. 
H e o b v i o u s l y h a d a h a r d t i m e 
ge t t ing in to Orrora l , wr i t i ng that 
'the roads in and out o f Orroral are 
near ly imposs ib le being very rough 
for vehic les ' . Wi th l ight loads and 
powerful horses Gordon bel ieved it 
w o u l d be p o s s i b l e to g e t veh ic l e s 
wi thin a mi le or so o f the trig, and 
from there p a c k horses could be used 
to get a lmos t to the trig, (he doesn ' t 
actually say in his repor t h o w he got 
to the tr ig.) Gordon 's par ty camped 
in the headwate r s o f Orrora l Creek, 
though they also found wa te r in the 
smal l s w a m p (which you will cross 
i f you c o m e f rom the S q u a r e rock 
route) at the north-eastern foot o f 
the trig hil l . 

Gordon descr ibed his tr ig as be ing 
buil t 'upon a very rocky p rominen t 
hiir. T h e t r ig is marked by a p lug 
set in top o f huge grani te boulder, 
the highest part o f the hill and which 

was ve ry difficult o f access ' . Today 
there is no w a y that you can get onto 
the boulder (unless you ' re some sort 
o f s u p e r - h u m a n c l i m b e r ) , s o 
G o r d o n ' s m e n m u s t h a v e m a d e 
ladders from sap l ings in o rder to 
build the trig. The trig consisted o f 
the usual vast stone cairn topped by 
a m a s t and metal vanes . A major 
task w o u l d have been get t ing the 
stones u p to the man /men pi l ing the 
cairn on the top o f the boulder. T h e 
vanes w e r e s tamped with the n a m e 
' M c K e a h n i e ' ( in h o n o u r o f t h e 
g r a z i n g f a m i l y o f O r r o r a l a n d 
e l sewhere in present day Namadg i ) 
and w e r e painted b lack and whi te . 
G o r d o n t h e n r e a d b e a r i n g s to 
n u m b e r s o f other trigs. It is notable 
t h a t in r e g a r d t o B i m b e r i h e 
remarked ' snow over pile' . 

I first visi ted the trig in July 1997 
wi th Ian M c L e o d . T h e cairn w a s 
intact bu t the pole had long since 
broken and the vanes could not be 
f o u n d . W e s a w s t u m p s and axe-
fe l led t r e e s and c o n c l u d e d these 
mus t h a v e been cut by the original 
party to create visibili ty around the 
trig. T h u s there could not have been 
a major bushfire over the hill since 
1896, though there are some small 
fire scars. 

continued on page 15 



Gordon's glory in 
granite continued 

Subsequen t ly M i c k K e l l y told m e 
h e h a d found the vanes . S o in Apr i l 
1 9 9 8 I r e - v i s i t e d t h e s i t e w i t h 
Russel l Wenho lz a n d R o n Jarman. 
W e searched for t h e v a n e s and Ron, 
c l i m b i n g u p a m o n g s t b o u l d e r s 
adjacent to the t r ip boulder , found 
the vanes ly ing on the grani te jus t 
w e s t o f the tr ig boulder . S o Russel l 
and I c l imbed u p t oo . T h e r e w a s n o 
s ign o f paint on t h e v a n e s , bu t then 
pa in t w o u l d p robab ly w e a r off after 
a cen tury o f b l izzards! S o the vanes 
a re p r o b a b l y the o r i g ina l o n e s . A 
n u m b e r o f b u s h w a l k e r s h a v e 
p e n c i l l e d t h e i r n a m e s o n t o t h e 
vanes . T h e earl iest s ignatures date 
f r o m 6 A p r i l 1 9 5 3 w h e n t h e 1 s t 

Canber ra R o v e r C r e w vis i ted. This 
w o u l d i m p l y that the p o s t gave w a y 
s o m e short t ime before that, because 
b e f o r e t h a t t h e v a n e s w e r e n o t 
accessible to penci l-wielding walkers 
or anyone else. L o o k c lose ly at the 
section o f the pole to w h i c h the vanes 
are a t tached and y o u wi l l see h o w 
m u c h t imber has b e e n r e m o v e d by 
102 yea r s o f wea ther ing . 

McKeahn ie Trig is w o r t h the walk , 
bu t i f you go there p lease respect the 
vanes . I f you k e e p y o u r eyes open 
y o u w i l l f ind , e n r o u t e f r o m t h e 
Square R o c k s ide, a s u r v e y mark (in 
t h e f o r m o f a l i n e o f s t o n e s o r 
rockspi t ) on a grani te s lab about a 
third o f the w a y to the trig. Needless 
to s ay the v i ews f rom the trig area 
are ve ry good indeed (provid ing y o u 
a r e p r e p a r e d t o c l i m b u p s o m e 
boulders) . 

Pe rhaps t he r e l l b e an N P A wa lk 
to t h e s i te at s o m e t i m e , d u r i n g 
w h i c h w e can all toas t — in b randy 
o f course - Gordon 's g lo ry in granite. 

M a t t h e w Higg ins 
(wi th thanks to J o h n Hutchinson , 

Bathurst , w h o suppl ied a copy o f 
Gordon ' s report) 

PARKWATCH 
I s l a n d s in the w i n d 
Naples, December4,1997. T h e World 
Her i t age Commi t tee announces that 
A u s t r a l i a ' s t h r e e s u b a n t a r c t i c 
i s l a n d s - H e a r d , M c D o n a l d and 
M a c q u a r i e — h a v e at l a s t b e e n 
insc r ibed on the W o r l d Her i tage list. 

T h e s e remote , w indswep t specks 
o f l a n d are a m o n g the wildest p laces 
left o n earth. I so la ted in a f reezing 
o c e a n , p o u n d e d b y m o u n t a i n o u s 
w a v e s , they p r o v i d e a haven for an 
astonishing concentration o f wildlife. 

T h e T a s m a n i a n G o v e r n m e n t 
( w h i c h h a s j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r 
M a c q u a r i e I s land) and the Federa l 
G o v e r n m e n t , n o w g i v e t h e 
suban ta rc t i c i s l ands m u c h g rea te r 
priori ty. 

A N a v a l t a s k f o r c e m o v e d t o 
p r e v e n t i l l e g a l f i s h i n g f o r 
P a t a g o n i a n Too th f i sh nea r H e a r d 
a n d M c D o n a l d , i m p o u n d i n g t w o 
vesse l s , and there are signs tha t the 
o ld , abandoned b a s e at At las wi l l be 
c l e a n e d u p . A l s o , s eve ra l m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s h a v e b e e n e a r m a r k e d for 
ridding M a c q u a r i e i s land o f ca ts . 
T h e descendan t s o f escapees f rom 
sea l ing vessels , the re are at p resen t 
an es t imated 5 0 0 cats r o a m i n g the 
i s l a n d , pos ing a se r ious t h r e a t to 
wi ld l i fe . I f all g o e s wel l , Macquar i e 
s h o u l d b e cat-free in five years . 

Wilderness News, Summer 1998. 

T h e F i tzroy ' d a m m e d ' 

A s c h e m e to d a m t h e largest r iver in 
the Kimber leys h a s been ca l led the 
' F r a n k l i n o f t h e N o r t h ' b y t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n F o u n d 
a t i o n ( A C F ) . I f t h e F i t z r o y i s 
d a m m e d , it wi l l ex t inguish na t ive 
t i t le i n the area, f lood vast a reas o f 
s p e c t a c u l a r c o u n t r y and th rea t en 
t h e h a b i t a t o f t h e ra re G o u l d i a n 
F i n c h . 

W e s t e r n Agr i cu l tu ra l Indus t r ies 
( W A I ) , wh ich p r o p o s e s the d a m , has 
r ece ived approval from the W A State 
C a b i n e t to c a r ry o u t a feas ib i l i ty 
s t u d y for the d a m and i r r iga t ion 
p r o j e c t . A m e m o r a n d u m o f 
unders tanding be tween WAI and the 
W A G o v e r n m e n t w a s scheduled for 
s i g n i n g last D e c e m b e r but d id no t 
eventua te . A m a n a g e m e n t p l a n for 
t h e r e g i o n does n o t exist a n d the 

Government has y e t to commi t i tself 
to any formal p rocess for assessing 
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t o f t h e 
scheme. 

T h e A C F s a y s t h e s c h e m e 
includes: 

• construct ion o f one to three d a m s 
in the uppe r Fi tzroy and Margare t 
ca tchments . T h e d a m at D i a m o n d 
G o r g e w o u l d f l ood n e a r l y 1 0 0 0 
square k i lomet res ; 

• construct ion o f an ear then cana l 
o f u p to 5 0 0 k m s to t ranspor t the 
w a t e r from F i t z roy C r o s s i n g to 
S h a m r o c k a n d N i t a D o w n s 
stations; 

• f r e e a l l o c a t i o n o f w a t e r 
ent i t lements to W A I for re-sale to 
i r r i g a t o r s ( c a p i t a l v a l u e $ 6 0 0 
mil l ion o r more ) ; 

• conversion o f large area o f pastoral 
leases and vacan t c r o w n land to 
f r eeho ld to s u p p o r t 1/4 m i l l i o n 
hectares o f i r r igated agricul ture 
(mainly cot ton) ; and, 

• construct ion o f a we i r at Fi tzroy 
Cross ing to lift the wa te r level for 
g r a v i t y - f e d d i v e r s i o n i n t o t h e 
canal. 

T h e proposal is f iercely opposed b y 
the local Abor ig ina l popula t ion and 
environmental is ts . 

Sustainable Times, March, 1998. 

Nat iona l p a r k s n o l o n g e r 
forever 

T h e principle that a nat ional pa rk 
i s forever has been t h rown out o f the 
w i n d o w b y t h e V i c t o r i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t w h i c h last N o v e m b e r 
s n e a k e d l e g i s l a t i o n t h r o u g h 
Par l i ament to excise 2 8 5 hectares 
from the A lp ine Na t iona l Park near 
Fa l l s Creek . T h e land , w h i c h h a d 
b e e n added to the pa rk in 1989 and 
w h i c h c o n t a i n s p r i m e p y g m y 
p o s s u m hab i t a t , is to b e g i v e n -
wi thou t cos t — to the adjacent Falls 
Creek A lp ine Resor t . T h e excis ion 
w a s tacked on to the end o f a bill 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e w m a n a g e m e n t 
a u t h o r i t y f o r a l p i n e r e s o r t s i n 
V i c t o r i a a n d , w h e n e x p o s e d b y 
conservat ionis ts , w a s descr ibed b y 
a spokesperson for the Conservat ion 
Minis te r M a r i e Tehan as a gift t o 
p r o v i d e f o r t h e l o n g - t e r m 
deve lopmen t needs ' . In w h a t w o u l d 
appear to b e an a t t empt at 

continued on page 19 



Trekking in Seram, Eastern Indonesia 

Binaiya-Merkele Range. 

Look ing b a c k over the s tern o f our 
moto r c a n o e at the a lmos t vertical 
3 0 0 0 m high mounta ins o f Manuse l a 
National Park, it was hard to believe 
the feat tha t Tom and I had j u s t 
comple ted . In the space o f on ly a few 
days w e had crossed the ma in range 
into a r emo te in te rmontane val ley 
w h i c h h i d t h e B r i g a d o o n - l i k e 
M a n u s e l a v i l l age after w h i c h the 
park is n a m e d . 

Manuse la Nat ional Park is on the 
is land o f Se r am, one of abou t 1000 
i s l a n d s in M a l u k u ( M o l u c c a s ) 
Province in Eastern Indones ia - the 
fabled Spice Islands, and the w o m e n 
w h o p ick and dry the c l o v e s and 
nu tmeg in the sun are the original 
spice girls. 

Our t rek b e g a n in the sou th coas t 
v i l lage o f M o s s o , from w h e r e local 
gu ides led us up s teep foothil ls o f 
cul t ivated land whe re c love p ickers 
called out from the t ree tops . W e 
t h e n r e a c h e d t h e e d g e o f t h e 
wi lderness and fol lowed tunnel- l ike 
tracks th rough dense jung le , crossed 
pris t ine moun ta in s t reams, rested 
under ancient rock shelters and then 
c l i m b e d u n r e l e n t i n g l y u p 
precipi tous l imestone go rge . 



Trekking in Seram 
continued 

A Nuaulu man ofManusela 
village. 

W e slept the first n igh t in a shelter 
constructed o f t imber po les and fern 
leaves , before a s teep c l imb through 
m o s s y cloud forest to a h i g h pass 
w i th panoramic v i ews b a c k to the 
coas t . W e cont inued d o w n a long, 
r idge- top track, s ight ing Manuse l a 
v i l lage in the distant va l l ey below. 
T h e r e w e m e t the p r o u d and self-
sufficient Nuau lu peop le w h o in a 
t ime-honoured tradi t ion cult ivated 
the val ley floor, fished the s t reams 
and hunted in the forests to supply 
their dai ly needs . 

W i t h ra iny wea the r set t ing in w e 
w e r e to spend two days in Manuse la 
learning m u c h about the cus toms o f 
the local people , before the return 
j o u r n e y across the mounta ins . The 
t r ek seemed all too short , bu t the 
m e m o r i e s o f m i s t y c l o u d fores t s , 
s tark l imestone p innac les and the 
l o s t v i l l a g e s o f S e r a m ' s r u g g e d 
interior wil l s tay w i th us forever. 

W o r d s a n d photographs b y 
R o b y n B a r k e r a n d 

T o m H e i n s o h n 

The Tasmanian Trail 
T h e n e w T a s m a n i a n Tra i l h a d its 
official open ing in S e p t e m b e r 1997 , 
b y the G o v e r n o r o f T a s m a n i a , Sir 
G u y G r e e n . T h e t r a i l i s a l o n g 
dis tance mult i -purpose recrea t ional 
trai l ex tending f rom D e v o n p o r t on 
t h e nor thern coas t o f T a s m a n i a to 
D o v e r in t h e sou th . T h e W e s t e r n 
Tiers , the Grea t Lakes a rea and the 
va l l eys o f t h e D e r w e n t a n d H u o n 
R i v e r s are i n c l u d e d i n t h e 
trail, wh ich h a s a total l eng th 
o f 477 k m s . 

F r o m i ts c o n c e p t i o n , t h e 
T a s m a n i a n T r a i l w a s 
in tended for u s e b y wa lke r s , 
m o u n t a i n b i k e r s and h o r s e 
r i d e r s . T h e r e f o r e i t d i f f e r s 
f r o m other t ra i l s tha t h a v e 
u s u a l l y s t a r t ed as w a l k i n g 
t r a c k s a n d a r e t h e r e f o r e 
res t r i c ted in u s e . T h e t r a i l 
l i n k s u p e x i s t i n g f o r e s t r y 
roads , fire t racks and c o u n t r y 
roads and occasional ly crosses 
pr iva te land. N e a r l y all o f t h e 
trail - 9 0 per cen t - is on s o m e 
fo rm o f m a d e road or t r ack . 
T h e t ra i l p a s s e s t h r o u g h a 
w i d e range o f e n v i r o n m e n t s 
i n c l u d i n g some o f the m o s t 
s c e n i c a n d h i s t o r i c a l a r e a s o f 
T a s m a n i a . T h r o u g h f o r e s t s a n d 
farmlands, across h igh land pla teaus 
and pas t the bui ld ings a n d br idges 
o f A u s t r a l i a ' s o l d e s t t o w n s , t h e 
Tasmanian Trai l p rov ides a j o u r n e y 
r i c h i n c u l t u r a l a n d n a t u r a l 
her i tage . 

T h e trail h a s b e e n divided in to five 
sect ions to cor respond to t h e na ture 
o f the land t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e trail 
t r ave r ses . E a c h s ec t i on h a s b e e n 
fur ther d iv ided in to s t a g e s w h i c h 
average 3 2 k m in length . A t t h e end 
o f each stage a c a m p si te h a s been 
provided . 

T h e Tasman ian Trail expe r i ence 
a ims to reach aud iences n o t ca tered 
for in nat ional pa rks a n d reserves , 
potent ia l ly ea s ing the p r e s s u r e on 
these areas. It of ten passes t h r o u g h 
smal l towns, thus a l lowing p e o p l e to 
u se as little o r as m u c h o f t h e trail 
a s t h e y l i ke . I t c a n of fe r a l o n g 
d i s t ance w a l k i n g e x p e r i e n c e or a 

shorter, m o r e re laxing sojourn. T h e 
exper ience p rov ided b y the trail is 
recreational , cultural, historical and 
nature-based. 

T h e Tasman ian Trail Associa t ion 
i s a non-profit incorporated enti ty 
w h i c h has a char ter to p r o m o t e and 
m a n a g e the trail . The Assoc ia t ion is 
in partnership wi th government and 
pr iva te landowners . It rel ies on the 

g o o d w i l l o f g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s 
t h r o u g h a m e m o r a n d u m o f 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d t h r o u g h a n 
o c c u p a t i o n p e r m i t w i t h F o r e s t r y 
T a s m a n i a . T h e a s soc ia t ion h a s a 
l i cence agreement w i th the Hydro
elect r ic C o m m i s s i o n w h i c h a l lows 
access and camping . T h e s e formal 
a g r e e m e n t s w i t h g o v e r n m e n t 
agencies and the goodwi l l o f s o m e 
3 0 private l andowners , are integral 
t o the success o f the trail . 

T h e assoc ia t ion h a s p r o d u c e d a 
g u i d e b o o k , The Tasmanian Trail 
Guide Book, w h i c h g i v e s wa lke r s , 
m o u n t a i n b i k e r i de r s a n d h o r s e 
r iders all the information to travel 
a l l o r par t o f the t rai l . T h e gu ide 
b o o k i s a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e 
associa t ion at: 

T h e Tasman ian Trail Assoc i a t i on , 
P O B o x 99 S A N D Y B A Y T A S 7005 . 

G r e g L e w i s 



Book Review 

Eucalyptus rvteda 
£ a m , Myrtaosae 

Biids arse! leaves 

Our Patch; Field Guide to the Flora of the Australian Capital Region as Photographed in the Aranda Bushland. 
Produced by the Friends o f the Aranda Bushland . 

A quick first react ion to this guide could wel l 
be "What, $15 for this little thing!" A closer look, 
however, soon reveals that it is very good value . 
T h e smal l s ize is del iberate , mak ing it easy to 
carry a round , bu t within its 83 pages are 300 
g o o d q u a l i t y p h o t o g r a p h s . J u s t the c o s t o f 
setting it u p for pr int ing w o u l d have been large, 
too large to have been carr ied by the print run 
for a local market . N o t only has an e n o r m o u s 
a m o u n t o f v o l u n t a r y w o r k g o n e i n t o t h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n , bu t g r an t s f r o m E n v i r o n m e n t 
Aust ra l ia assis ted. 

This is a field guide for the interested pe rson 
without botanical knowledge . The photographs , 
plus a f ew scat tered snippets o f text, are the 
only aids to identif ication. The dependence on 
the photographs and the use o f different colours 
and fonts for the different i t ems in the capt ions 
m a k e this a ve ry easy b o o k to sk im th rough 
q u i c k l y . R e a d e r s w i l l f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o 
dis t inguish be tween a few of the wat t les and 
be tween the e g g and bacon peas on the bas is o f 
photographs , but f lowering t imes , indicated by 
the month in which each photograph w a s taken, 
wi l l he lp , and o n e can t a k e a l o w p o w e r e d 
m a g n i f y i n g g l a s s to e x a m i n e de ta i l s o f the 
leaves in the photographs j u s t as one would do 
to examine the f lowers themse lves . 

S p e c i e s a r e a r r a n g e d b y f a m i l y in 
approximate ly s tandard botanical order. M o s t 
have two pho tographs , one s h o w i n g the overal l 
shape o f the plant and the o ther a c lose-up o f 
the f lower; a few, such as s o m e grasses and 
sedges h a v e only one; and the eucalypts have 
three to five so that the w h o l e tree, and perhaps 
buds , f l ower s , g u m n u t s , j u v e n i l e and adul t 
leaves or bark are shown . 

T h e book concludes with t w o maps , one of the 
main unders torey vegeta t ion and the o ther o f 
t h e c a n o p y v e g e t a t i o n f o r t h e w h o l e b l o c k 
be tween the suburb o f A r a n d a and B indub i . 
C a s w e l l a n d W i l l i a m H o v e l l D r i v e s , t h u s 
i n c l u d i n g S m i t h ' s P a d d o c k as w e l l a s t h e 
Aranda Bush land . 

T h e l ayou t w o r k s well . O n one page only I 
w a s n o t i m m e d i a t e l y s u r e w h i c h c a p t i o n 
be longed to w h i c h photo. T h e r e is an index to 
both c o m m o n and scientific n a m e s . 

A s well as functioning as a field guide , this 
b o o k graphica l ly demons t ra tes the diversi ty o f 
the flora in the Aranda Bushland, from the snow 
g u m remnant of a once wider frost hol low fringe, 
to showy wat t les and delicate orchids. H o w rich 

w e are to have this protected as part o f Canberra Nature Park, 
right on our doorsteps! T h e photographs taken for the book and 
t h e s p e c i m e n s co l l ec ted for ident i f ica t ion n o w res ide in the 
Nat ional Herbar ium. 

T h a n k you, Fr iends o f A r a n d a Bushland , for the m a n y hours 
y o u have spent being economica l ly irrat ional in p roduc ing this 
g e m . T h e Canber ra c o m m u n i t y is the r icher for it. 

Eleanor Stodart 



PARKWATCH 
Nat iona l p a r k s n o l o n g e r for 
e v e r continued 

deception, the land w a s descr ibed in 
the bill as former Sta te Elec t r ic i ty 
Commiss ion o f Victoria proper ty ; n o 
men t ion w a s m a d e o f the fact t ha t 
i t had since been absorbed in to the 
na t ional park. 

A s i t had neve r been ant ic ipa ted 
tha t the nat ional p a r k s ta tus o f a 
p iece o f land - status w h i c h u n d e r 
t h e National Parks Act exp l i c i t l y 
'guarantees ' protec t ion fo r all t i m e 
— would ever b e revoked , t he re is n o 
f o r m a l p roces s for d o i n g s o . A s a 
resul t , the Gove rnmen t w a s able t o 
i n s i s t t h a t t h e e x c i s i o n d i d n o t 
b r e a c h a n y off ic ia l p r o c e d u r e s -
the re aren't a n y A pro tes t m e e t i n g 
in D e c e m b e r cal led at shor t no t ice 
b y t h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Assoc ia t ion over f lowed t h e ha l l in 
w h i c h i t w a s he ld and r e so lved to 
l o b b y for the res tora t ion o f t h e l and 
to t h e Alp ine Nat ional Park . Unt i l 
now, however , the G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
r ema ined u n m o v e d . 

Conservationists suspect that th is 
i s o n l y t h e f i r s t o f a n u m b e r o f 
exc is ions p lanned b y the K e n n e t t 
G o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h i s a l s o a t 
p r e s e n t r e d r a f t i n g t h e S t a t e ' s 
Na t iona l Parks Ac t . 

Wild, Autumn, 1998. 

T h e g o o d n e w s a n d t h e b a d 
n e w s 
T h e good news is that the 41-year-
o l d l e a s i n g o f t h e P r e t t y B e a c h 
Ca ravan Park is to t e rmina te o n 3 1 
May . T h e ca ravan p a r k i s w i t h i n 
Mur ramarang Nat ional Park, at the 
nor thern end, and the N P W S wi l l 
t ake over from the p resen t lessee . 
T h e r enamed Pre t ty B e a c h C a m p is 
t o b e redesigned, based o n ex tended 
d a y use . 

T h e p r o p o s e d l a y o u t h a s m a n y 
i m p r o v e m e n t s . H o w e v e r , t h e 
exis t ing eight cabins are n o t to b e 
r e m o v e d (as canvassed in t h e 1994 
D r a f t P l a n o f M a n a g e m e n t ) b u t 
r e p l a c e d and res i t ed o u t o f s i gh t 
from the beach. Roofed a c c o m m o d 
a t ion in-park is con t r a ry t o N P A 
policy. The 105 pe rmanen t v a n s are 
to b e phased out over 5 yea r s . 

T h e bad n e w s ? t h e lease for the 
M e r r y Beach Ca ravan Pa rk (also at 
the nor thern e n d o f the pa rk ) is to 
b e r e n e w e d . T h e i n c r e d i b l e s to ry 
b e h i n d th i s , o f o v e r 20 y e a r s o f 
bluff ing b y the lessee and successive 
gove rnmen t s , wi l l b e told in a future 
i s sue o f the j ou rna l . 

National Parks Journal. 
April, 1998. 

Wilderness retreat in far 
East Gippsland 

F o r sa le 
2 0 0 ac res o f t e m p e r a t e w o o d l a n d 
w i t h a 30 i n c h ra in fa l l . D i r e c t l y 
ad jo in ing the magni f icen t Rodger -
R i v e r - S n o w y N a t i o n a l Pa rk , w i t h 
t h e pr is t ine B o w e n C r e e k f lowing 
t h r o u g h it . C l o s e t o E r r i n u n d r a 
N a t i o n a l Pa rk , M c K i l l o p s Br idge , 
a n d w i t h d i r ec t a c c e s s t o M o u n t 
T o w e r - D e d d i c k f i r e t r a i l s , t h i s 
beautiful b lock h a s a north facing log 
cab in , w h i c h is comple te ly secluded 
a n d vis i ted b y wildl i fe . T h e natural 
bush l and is p ro tec ted by a Covenant 
w i t h t h e Vic tor ia Na tu re Trust. 

I d e a l fo r f ie ld na tu ra l i s t , wr i t e r , 
bushwalker , and offering excel lent 
g r o u p c a m p i n g p o s s i b i l i t i e s . H a s 
b e e n a base fo r F i e l d N a t u r a l i s t 
c lubs . A s k i n g p r i ce $70 ,000 . 

Con tac t F iona M c I l r o y on 
6 2 5 4 8149 . 

New Members 
B e n and Veron ica 
Se l inger 

K a y Stoquar t 

S a r a h H o w a r d 

H e l e n K e m m i s 

Ian a n d J u d y 
W a r d l a w 

K e n Wa t t 

Russe l l W e n h o l z 

L e s l e y Fo rward 

J o h n M c W i l l i a m 

Pe ter B lack 

Garran 

Hacket t 

Gar ran 

C h a p m a n 

O 'Connor 

G o r d o n 

Hol t 

Jerra
bomber ra 

Fisher 

The 
Conservation 
Council 
T h e C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l o f t h e 
South-East Region and Canber ra i s 
t h e p e a k conserva t ion b o d y o f t h e 
r e g i o n a n d p r o m o t e s t h e b r o a d 
environmenta l interests o f the area . 
It represents over 35 communi ty and 
conservat ion groups in the A C T and 
the south-east reg ion o f N S W . 

T h e council 's a ims a re to mainta in 
and, w h e r e necessary, enhance t h e 
q u a l i t y o f o u r e n v i r o n m e n t , 
par t icular ly , i ts u r b a n , rural a n d 
wilderness aspects. Representat ives 
o f m e m b e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s m e e t 
quar ter ly to discuss i ssues and se t 
p o l i c y . A b o a r d - c o m p r i s i n g t h e 
executive officers and n ine m e m b e r s 
spec i a l i s i ng i n d i f fe ren t e n v i r o n 
menta l areas, mee t s fortnightly. I n 
addi t ion, w o r k i n g g r o u p s focus o n 
specific i ssues . The counci l employs 
a director and office m a n a g e r a n d 
a l though receiving funding from the 
A C T and C o m m o n w e a l t h Gove rn 
ments , relies heav i ly on c o m m u n i t y 
support . 

T h e counci l acts as an advocacy 
g roup , researching i s sues , present
i n g submiss ions , l o b b y i n g gove rn 
m e n t s a n d a r r a n g i n g p u b l i c 
m e e t i n g s . P u b l i c c a m p a i g n s o n 
m a j o r i s s u e s a r e o r g a n i s e d o n 
mat ters o f s ignif icance and act ion i s 
initated on emerg ing environmenta l 
issues. The council p rov ides suppor t 
to m e m b e r groups a n d indiv iduals 
and represents c o m m u n i t y interests 
o n a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e s s u c h a s 
bush fire counci ls a n d the Natura l 
Her i tage Trust . In conjunct ion w i th 
the Environment Cent re the Counci l 
publ ishes 'Susta inable Times ' . 

Conserva t ion Counci l o f the South-
East Reg ion and Canbe r r a ( Inc) 

Kings ley Street, A c t o n 

G P O B o x 1875 Canber ra A C T 2 6 0 1 

Tel:(02) 6247 7808 

Fax:(02) 6248 5343 

Emai l ccserac@spi r i t . com.au 

S y d C o m f o r t 

mailto:ccserac@spirit.com.au


Activity June J ~ Y  August September 

Committee Meeting Thurs  4 Thurs  2 Thurs  6 T h u r s  3 

Namadgi Sub-commit tee  Thurs  9 T h u r s  1 0  

Environment Sub-commit tee  Thurs  11 Thurs  13 

General  Meetings Thurs  18 Thurs  16 Thurs  20 T h u r s  17 
(Griffin Centre) (Forestry House) (Forestry House) (Forestry House) 

Montague Island 
bookings close Sunday 2 8  

Further Details 
Commi t t ee  - Secre ta ry  

N a m a d g i  Sub-Commi t t ee  -Robin  Miller  6281 6314 (h) 6201 2191 (w)  

E n v i r o n m e n t  Sub-Commit tee  - Stephen Johns ton  6 2 5 8  3833(h)  6 2 6 4  2035 (w)  

General meetings The June meting will he held in Room I, GrifFn Centre. July, August and September 
meetings in Forestry House and the October meeting a t  the Australian Reptile Centre. All meetings commence a t  8pm. 

Thursday 18 June .  NSW National P a r k s  a n d  Wildlife Service Nature  Tourism a n d  Recreation Strategy. Graeme 
Worboys, Regional Manager for the South-Eastern Region will discuss this new Strategy which is being developed for NSW 
National Parks. 

Thursday 16 July. Some European environments a n d  t h e  place of h u m a n s  in t h e  environment. Philand  Leomnie 
Bubb have travelled, walked and skied extensively in the European Alps. We will see something of their experiences and hear 
of national parks, reserves, rural wllages and building development. Phil will also tell us something of his views of the human 
place in the environment. (at Forestry House) 

Thursday 20August. (Annual General Meeting) Flinders Island. Unspoilt, unexploited and unbelievable, or so the ads 
say. Find out if this is correct when John Webster tells us about his recent trip to the island. (at Forestry House) 

Thursday 17 September. Tidbinbilla Nature  Reserve. Geoff Underwood, Wildlife Officer a t  Tidbinbilla, will talk to us 
about thestatus and conservation ofthe endangered Brush-tailed Rock Wallabyand Tidbinbilla NatureResem's involvement 
in the recovery program. (at Forestry House) 
Thursday 15 October. T h e  Australian Reptile Centre. Ross Bennett, the author of our Reptiles and Frogs of the ACT 
will host this meeting at his recently opened display and education building in Gold Creek. Members will be provided with a 
unique opportunity to inspect the centre with Ross and to hear an entertaining and enlightening presentation on reptiles. 
(The Centre is Iocated in O'Hanlon Place, Gold Creek. A map will be enclosed in the September Bullelin). 


