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From the President 
This issue highlights the publication 
b y the N P A of Reptiles and Frogs of 
the Australian Capital Territory. 
O u r t h a n k s g o to H o n o r a r y Life 
M e m b e r A l a s t a i r M o r r i s o n w h o 
m a d e the publ ica t ion poss ib le , to 
a u t h o r R o s s B e n n e t t , a n d 
M a c C o m a s T a y l o r a n d M a r i a n a 
Rollgejser w h o have put together a 
t ru ly outs tanding book . 

T h e b o o k l a u n c h o n T u e s d a y 
9 D e c e m b e r 1997 b y Chief Minis ter 
Ka te Carnell, at Forestry House was 
a real ly successful event . M y part 
in the launch as organiser and M C 
w a s starting to m a k e m e feel a little 
t e n s e , b u t s e e i n g m e m b e r s and 
g u e s t s a r r i v i n g a n d e n j o y i n g 
themselves, set m e at ease. Beverley 
H a m m o n d and Adr ienne Nicholson 

o r g a n i s e d t h e c a t e r i n g a n d a n 
enthusiast ic b o d y o f vo lunteers se t 
u p the venue , distributed drinks and 
t idied u p af terwards . M i k e S m i t h 
w o r k e d hard accept ing m o n e y and 
wr i t ing receipts . Thanks to y o u all. 

T h e s u c c e s s o f t h e l a u n c h w a s 
conf i rmed b y m e d i a cove rage tha t 
evening and in the Canberra Times. 
In the fo l lowing days re-order ing b y 
book shops began as sales t o o k off. 

T h e N P A C h r i s t m a s p a r t y o n 
14 D e c e m b e r at Ni l D e s p e r a n d u m 
w a s a v e r y p l e a s a n t f in i sh t o a n 
a c t i v i t y - f i l l e d y e a r . W i t h o v e r 
90 members and friends attending, i t 
was great to mee t n e w m e m b e r s and 
greet old ones . T h e homes tead and 
surrounding area were in good shape 
thanks to the members o f the w o r k 

party, w h o on the previous day had 
m o w e d grass, c leaned the house and 
t idied the grounds . Our thanks go to 
M a x Lawrence , Eleanor Stodart and Adr ienne
 N icho l son for organis ing 
the function and to Mat thew Higgins 
for l e a d i n g a h e r i t a g e w a l k . T h e 
auction w a s ably conducted b y Rob in 
M i l l e r , L e n H a s k e w and D i a n n e 
Hast ie , a ided b y helpers large and 
smal l w h o displayed and mode l led 
auct ion i tems. 

O n C a n b e r r a D a y , M o n d a y 
16 M a r c h , A C T Al ive wi l l b e he ld in 
front o f Old Par l iament House . T h i s 
i s a w o n d e r f u l e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e 
interests o f Canberra 's communi ty 
organisa t ions so m a k e sure to c o m e 
a long . T h e N P A wi l l b e h a v i n g a 
d isp lay tent so d rop b y and say hel lo . 

Clive Hur l s tone 

Optimism for the ACT environment 

Dr Joe Baker, ACT Commisioner 
for the Environment. 

T h e association's November general 
mee t ing was addressed by D r Joe 
Baker, the ACT ' s Commiss ioner for 
the Envi ronment . 

Joe i s charged b y legis la t ion to 
p r o v i d e t h e M i n i s t e r f o r the 
Environment, by 31 March in each 
p r e - e l e c t i o n year , a s ta te o f the 
environment report for the triennium 
ending on the preceding 30 June. 

J o e a d o p t s a ' h u m a n h e a l t h 
approach ' to his duties, looking at 
the envi ronment in m u c h the same 
w a y as a doctor examines a patient. 
A s is the case wi th our own medicos , 
Joe is not able to test and repor t on 
every aspect o f the environment — 

rather h e looks at a series o f co re 
indicators w h i c h have been def ined 
by legislat ion. 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e l e g i s l a t i o n , 
'environment* means : 

t h e c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e e a r t h , 
including soil, wa te r and the a tmo­
sphe re ; a n y o r g a n i c or i n o r g a n i c 
m a t t e r and a n y l i v ing o r g a n i s m ; 
human-made or modified structures 
and a reas ; e c o s y s t e m s and t h e i r 
const i tuent parts , m c l u d i n g p e o p l e 
and their communit ies ; the qualit ies 
and charac te r i s t i cs o f p l aces a n d 
areas tha t contr ibute to b io logica l 
d ivers i ty and eco log ica l in tegr i ty , 
scientific va lue and ameni ty ; the 
interact ions and i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e s 
w i t h i n a n d b e t w e e n t h e a b o v e 
categories; and the social , aesthetic, 
cul tura l and e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s 
that affect, or are affected by, a n y 
or all o f these things. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , J o e i s a b l e t o 
c o m m e n t on the effectiveness and 
a d e q u a c y o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
environmental management , and h e 
i s t h e o n l y c o m m i s s i o n e r i n 
Austral ia , i f no t the wor ld , able to 
m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s i n h i s 
repor t and c o m m e n t on the Gove rn ­
m e n t ' s p r o g r e s s i n m e e t i n g h i s 
r ecommenda t ions . 

Joe's repor t focuses not only on the 
A C T b u t a l so , w i t h t h e i r c o o p ­
e r a t i o n , on t h e 17 s u r r o u n d i n g 
shires and municipal i t ies . 

W h e n e x a m i n i n g e a c h o f t h e 
env i ronmen ta l t h e m e s d e n n e d in 
the legislat ion, J o e has m a n y k e y 
indica tors to assess. For example, 
w h e n r e p o r t i n g o n t h e t h e m e 
'a tmosphere ' , s o m e o f the indicators 
c o n s i d e r e d i n c l u d e , t e m p e r a t u r e 
and temperature variability, rainfall 
and rainfall variability, g reenhouse 
g a s e m i s s i o n s , e l e c t r i c i t y c o n ­
sumpt ion on ex t reme days, i ndoor 
a i r qual i ty , indus t r i a l emi s s ions , 
and t h e en fo rcemen t o f e m i s s i o n 
control s tandards for w o o d fires. 

Joe bel ieves that i t is not realistic 
to expec t governments to do all the 
control l ing and moni tor ing but that 
w e mus t all - individuals, commerce 
a n d i n d u s t r y - e n t e r i n t o a 
par tnership , and do our bit . 

F o r m e , the m o s t interesting pa r t 
o f J o e ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s h i s 
op t imism and confidence that it w a s 
still possible to 'get it rightf, and that 
the d i re predict ions wi th wh ich w e 
are cons tan t ly b o m b a r d e d b y the 
med ia , n e e d not b e a reality. 

L e n H a s k e w 



Native title claims to parts of the ACT 
In October 1996, a nat ive title c la im 
to parts o f the A C T w a s lodged wi th 
the National Nat ive Tit le Tribunal 
b y Nurri Arnold Wil l iams , 'on beha l f 
o f the Ngunnawal people ' . The c la im 
covered Var ious areas in the A C T 
identified as apparently unalienated 
l a n d b y t h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t 3 , 
i n c l u d i n g ' p a r t s o f N a m a d g i 
Nat ional Park, Tidbinbi l la Nature 
Rese rve , Cot te r R i v e r C a t c h m e n t 
A r e a and A C T Forestry Plantat ions ' 
and a number o f camping and other 
reserves. 

Abou t nine mon ths later, in Ju ly 
1997, a second claim was lodged wi th 
the Native Title Tribunal by Phill ip 
E d w a r d Car ro l l ' on b e h a l f o f the 
N g u n n a w a l P e o p l e i n c l u d i n g , 
among others, the Carroll , Bell and 
B r o w n famil ies*. T h e c l a i m w a s 
similar in m a n y respects to the first 
one, but included 'Namadgi National 
Park in its entirety'. 

(A map showing locations o f all the 
c l a i m s c a n b e i n s p e c t e d at t h e 
Admin is t ra t ive A p p e a l s Tr ibunal , 
40 Marcus Clarke St, Canberra City, 
or bought for $52 f rom the P lans 
R o o m , A C T P l a n n i n g & L a n d 
Management , Ground Floor Nor th 
Building, 16 Chall is St, Dickson.) 

A p p e n d e d to bo th c la ims w a s a 
standard list o f 'Na t i ve Title Rights 
a n d I n t e r e s t s P o s s e s s e d U n d e r 
T rad i t i ona l L a w s a n d C u s t o m s ' . 
Such rights and interests ' include 
but are not l imited to... 

1. the right to l ive on the land and 
travel over the land. 

2. the right to hunt and fish on or 
from the land and waters , and to 
co l lec t food f rom the l and and 
waters . 

3. the right to take i tems from the 
land and waters , such as timber, 
s tones, res in and shel ls and to 
make such things as shelter, tools 
and hunt ing implements . 

4. the right to conduct ceremonies on 
the land and waters . 

5. the the r igh t to p r e v e n t o the r 
people from entering the land and 
waters , and from removing any 
i tems from these areas. ' 

It w a s also no ted tha t ' the above 
rights are subject to any rights or 
interests created by the Sta te o f N e w 
South W a l e s and/or the C o m m o n ­
weal th o f Aust ra l ia no t incons is ten t 
wi th the Nat ive Tit le A c t (1933) o r 
t h e R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n A c t 
(1975) . ' T h i s qualif ication has w i d e 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s , a n d i t a l s o h a s 
p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e in c a s e s 
where c la ims have been recognised 
to parks , w h i c h often have var ious 
s ta tutory constraints on their u se in 
o r d e r t o m e e t c o n s e r v a t i o n 
o b j e c t i v e s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h o s e 
c o n s t r a i n t s h a v e i n f l u e n c e d t h e 
na ture o f par t icu lar rights agreed 
wi th c la imants , in parks . 

R e s p o n s e of the A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t 
T h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t h a s b e e n 
sympathet ic towards the c la ims. T h e 
C h i e f M i n i s t e r , K a t e C a r n e l l , 
indicated at an ear ly s tage that she 
w a s i n t e r e s t e d in n e g o t i a t i n g a 
regional agreement for jo in t control 
o f pa rks , a s an a l te rna t ive to the 
l o n g and expens ive ' c la ims process 
(The Australian, 31 M a y 1997) . 

However , the A C T G o v e r n m e n t is 
r e l u c t a n t to p r o c e e d t o w a r d s t h e 
se t t lement o f nat ive title to par ts o f 
the A C T unti l ag reement is r eached 
be tween the two separa te c la imants 
on w h a t i s to be c l a i m e d and b y 
w h o m . T h e Gove rnmen t hopes that 
this agreement will b e reached in the 
near future. 

Act ions b y the N P A (ACT) 
As a p r i m a r y objective o f the N P A is 
'the p romot ion of nat ional parks and 
o f m e a s u r e s for t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f 
fauna a n d f lora , scenery , na tu r a l 
features and cultural her i tage in the 
Aus t ra l i an Capi ta l Terri tory' , and 
the es tabl i shment and deve lopmen t 
o f N a m a d g i Nat ional Park has been 
a central concern o f the Assoc ia t ion , 
it has been fol lowing progress o f the 
nat ive title claims ve ry closely. A t an 
early s tage the Pres ident and o ther 
members o f the NPA commit tee were 
briefed on the initial c la im by a legal 
representative of the da iman t s . Soon 
after this, the NPA wrote to the Ch ie f 

M i n i s t e r ( w h o s e d e p a r t m e n t h a s 
been coord ina t ing hand l ing of the 
c l a i m s ) a n d to t h e m i n i s t e r r es ­
p o n s i b l e f o r p a r k s a n d t h e 
env i ronment , Ga ry Humphr i e s , to 
s tress the impor t ance o f open and 
p u b l i c p r o c e s s e s f o r a d d r e s s i n g 
implicat ions o f the c la ims for park 
managemen t . This point w a s made 
a l s o t o o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e 
Legis la t ive A s s e m b l y contacted by 
the NPA. 

T h e N P A a l so c o n t r i b u t e d to a 
public s tatement o n the claims by the 
Conservat ion Counci l o f the South 
Eas tern R e g i o n & Canber ra . This 
s ta tement set out 'principles for the 
fu tu re m a n a g e m e n t o f N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k u n d e r A b o r i g i n a l 
o w n e r s h i p * . K e y p a r t s o f t h e 
s ta tement were as fol lows: 

• T h e Counci l supports in principle 
the recogni t ion o f na t ive title'. 

• ' If t i t le to N a m a d g i is transferred 
to Abor ig ina l c la imants , the Park 
s h o u l d b e j o i n t l y m a n a g e d b y 
representa t ives o f the c la imants 
and the A C T Government . ' 

• 'The processes for developing and 
o p e r a t i n g j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t 
a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r N a m a d g i 
National Park should be similar to 
those general ly accepted as 'best 
p r a c t i c e ' f o r p a r k m a n a g m e n t 
e lsewhere. ' 

• ' T h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d 
a p p r o a c h the future o f a jo in t ly 
managed Namadg i National Park 
w i t h a s t r o n g , p u b l i c a n d un­
equivocal commi tmen t to informed 
a n d c o n t i n u i n g p u b l i c pa r t i c i ­
p a t i o n i n p a r k m a n a g e m e n t , 
wi th in the framework o f a detailed 
m a n a g e m e n t plan. ' 
In a m p l i f y i n g i t s i n - p r i n c i p l e 

support for the recogni t ion o f native 
title, the Counci l s tated that: 

'It b e l i e v e s tha t , in re la t ion to 
nat ional parks , such recognition is 
l ike ly to h e l p t o w a r d s the b r o a d 
objective o f conserv ing the natural 
and cultural heri tage o f Australia for 
current and future generat ions. This 
objective can be achieved, however, 
only i f the fundamenta l reason for 

continued on page 5 



Plans for protecting endangered species 
Twenty-one p lants and animals and 
t w o communi t ies have been declared 
e n d a n g e r e d in t h e A C T , b u t t h e 
declarat ion needs t o b e fol lowed u p 
i f protec t ion is to b e adequate . The 
N a t u r e Conse rva t i on A c t requi res 
the Conserva tor o f F lo ra and Fauna 
t o p r e p a r e an ac t ion p l an for the 
protect ion o f each dec la red species. 
A back log has mean t that these have 
b e e n ra ther s low c o m i n g out, bu t in 
the future each act ion plan should 
b e r eady wi th in a yea r o f the species 
be ing declared endangered . 

La t e las t year, the first s ix draft 
act ion p lans were re leased for public 
c o m m e n t . T h e y were received very 
favourab ly b y conserva t ion groups 
m c l u d i n g the N P A c o m m i t t e e and 
t hey h a v e been finalised and were 
t a b l e d b e f o r e t h e L e g i s l a t i v e 
A s s e m b l y in December . Three more 
w e r e re leased for pub l ic commen t in 
January. A further three, for species 
o f fish, should b e r eady ear ly this 
y e a r a n d a n o t h e r f o u r , f o r b i r d 
spec ies , la ter this year , l eav ing five 
m o r e to c o m e . 

Ac t ion P lan 1 is for natural t emp­
e r a t e g r a s s l a n d , f o r t r e e l e s s 
g r a s s l a n d r e c e i v i n g a n a n n u a l 
rainfall o f 5 0 0 m m to 1 0 0 0 m m and 
occurr ing be low 6 0 0 m . In the A C T 
t h i s i n c l u d e s f i v e f l o r i s t i c 
a s soc ia t ions ( t i t led w e t Themeda, 

Poa labillardieri, Danthonia, d ry 
Themeda, a n d Stipa g r a s s l a n d s ) 
wh ich occur in and around Canberra 
(other associat ions o f Themeda etc 
a r e f o u n d a t T i d b i n b i l l a a n d 
N a m a d g i bu t t h e s e are at h i g h e r 
a l t i t u d e a n d h a v e a n u m b e r o f 
differences) . T h e p lan has a qui te 
d e t a i l e d l is t o f t h e l o c a t i o n s and 
botanica l significance o f grass land 
areas. S o m e areas such as Crace Hill 
and W e s t Belconnen are protected in 
r e s e r v e s . O the r s i tes s u c h as the 
Majura Fir ing R a n g e and S t Marks 
B a r t o n (both o f h i g h s igni f icance) 
and B e l c o n n e n N a v a l S ta t ion wil l 
r e q u i r e m e m o r a n d a o f u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
adrninistering the sites. 

A c t i o n P lan 2 i s for the S t r iped 
Legless Lizard, Delma impar, Ac t ion 
P lan 3 is for t h e Eas te rn Ear l e s s 
D r a g o n , Tympanocryptis lineata 
pinguicolla, bo th o f which are found 
i n p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s o f n a t u r a l 
temperate grassland, so these action 
plans o f necessity overlap wi th Plan 1. 

Ac t ion Plan 4 is for a leek orchid, 
Prasophyllum petilum, w h i c h is 
k n o w n on ly f rom the c e m e t e r y at 
Hal l and in a travelling s tock reserve 
nea r Boorowa . Preservat ion at Hall 
i s t o b e e n c o u r a g e d m a i n l y b y 
l imit ing m o w i n g t imes , he igh t o f cut 
and we igh t o f mach ine . 

Ac t ion P lan 5 i s for a suba lp ine 
herb , Gentiana baeuerlenii, w h i c h 
occurs in a ve ry l imited loca t ion in 
Namadgi Nat ional Park. T h e l imited 
p l an t n u m b e r s a l l o w o n l y for t h e 
possibil i ty o f col lect ing seed i f t hey 
increase. 

Act ion P lan 6 i s for the Cor roboree 
Frog, n o w recognised as a separa te 
n o r t h e r n s p e c i e s c a l l e d Pseudo-
phryne pengilleyi and n o w cove red 
under a n e w declaration w h i c h takes 
account o f the change. F r o g n u m b e r s 
a re d e c l i n i n g b u t f o r t u n a t e l y t h e 
m a i n b reed ing area is in N a m a d g i 
Nat iona l Park . F i re f ight ing, feral 
animal and w e e d control wi l l all b e 
managed to take the frogs' needs into 
account . 

T h e Act ion P lans 7 , 8 and 9 are out 
for publ ic c o m m e n t till 6 M a r c h . A l l 
th ree are fo r spec ies o c c u r r i n g in 
natural t empera te grass land; P lans 
7 and 8, for the Go lden Sun M o t h , 
Synemon plana, a n d t h e B u t t o n 
W r i n k l e w o r t , Rutidosis leptor-
rhynchoides, are s t rongly l inked to 
Act ion Plan 1 (for natural tempera te 
grassland) , bu t t hey do h a v e special 
f ea tu re s . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e m a i n 
occur rence o f the Bu t ton Wr ink le -
wor t in the A C T is in St i r l ing Park 
w h i c h is n o t o n e o f the g ra s s l and 
sites 

continued on page 9 
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h a v i n g n a t i o n a l p a r k s r e m a i n s 
pa ramoun t . T h e y exis t because o f 
the recognised va lue to the nation, 
n o w a n d f o r t h e f u t u r e , o f the 
env i ronmen t s they preserve . This 
va lue should de termine the use o f 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s , w h a t e v e r t h e i r 
ownersh ip . ' 

Copies o f this s tatement were sent 
to the c la imants , M s Carnel l , M r 
Humphr ies , and relevant officials o f 
the A C T Government , and the NPA 
s u b s e q u e n t l y t o o k p a r t i n d i s ­
c i s s i o n s w i t h b o t h m i n i s t e r s 
towards the end o f 1 9 9 7 , to elaborate 
points in the council 's s ta tement o f 
p r inc ip les . B o t h min i s te r s gave a 
f i r m c o m m i t m e n t i n t h e s e d i s ­
c u s s i o n s t o o p e n a n d p u b l i c 

consultat ion on the deve lopment o f 
a n y f u t u r e j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t 
ar rangements for Namadg i . 

In anticipation o f the c la ims being 
r e c o g n i s e d , a n d t h e a s s o c i a t e d 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f p r e c i s e l y h o w 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k s h o u l d 
thereafter be managed , the N P A is 
a b o u t to c o m m i s s i o n a paper , for 
c o m p l e t i o n b y a b o u t t h e e n d o f 
M a r c h 1 9 9 8 , t h a t w i l l r e v i e w 
r e l e v a n t e x p e r i e n c e t o d a t e in 
Aus t ra l i a , and pe rhaps o v e r s e a s , 
w i t h a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r j o i n t 
managemen t o f national pa rks wi th 
i n d i g e n o u s p e o p l e . T h e m a i n 
o b j e c t i v e o f t h e p a p e r w i l l b e to 
sugges t jo in t m a n a g e m e n t mode l s 
sui table for Namadg i . This p a p e r is 

expected to p rov ide a bas is for wel l 
in formed r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s b y the 
N P A to the A C T G o v e r n m e n t o n h o w 
j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t o f N a m a d g i 
s h o u l d w o r k . T h e C h i e f M i n i s t e r 
w e l c o m e d this p lanned ini t ia t ive o f 
the NPA, in the discussions he ld wi th 
he r late in 1997. 

Whi le the focus to date has been on 
Namadgi , because i t is t h e larges t 
park in the ACT, the N P A hopes that 
wha t is learned from deve lopment o f 
joint managemen t a r rangements for 
Namadgi wil l he lp towards develop­
men t o f jo in t arrangements tha t m a y 
b e r e q u i r e d f o r o t h e r p a r k s o r 
reserves in the ACT. 

R o b i n Mi l l e r 



Face to face with a Trachodosaurus rugosus 

Chief Minister Kate  Carnell
launching the Guide. Photo, Len 

Haskew 

This is not the sort o f encounter that 
o n e t e n d s to a s s o c i a t e w i t h 
pol i t ic ians , bu t Chief Minis te r Ka te 
C a r n e l l w a s h a p p y to b e p h o t o ­
g r a p h e d h o l d i n g a S h i n g l e b a c k 
Lizard at the launch o f the NPA's 
field guide Reptiles and Frogs of the 
Australian Capital Territory on 9th 
December , 1997. 

A b o u t 150 people were present at 
Fores t ry House , Yarra lumla w h e n 
President , Cl ive Hur ls tone , invi ted 
M r s Carnel l to launch our repti le 
a n d f rog b o o k . B e f o r e t h e C h i e f 
Minis ter spoke , Clive w e l c o m e d all 
present and gave par t icular thanks 
to Alastair Morrison whose generous 
donat ion made the publication o f the 
b o o k possible . 

T h e C h i e f M i n i s t e r b e g a n he r 
address by thanking Cl ive for the 
i n v i t a t i o n a n d a c k n o w l e d g i n g 
Alastair 's contr ibut ion. 

M r s C a m e l l then told those at the 
launch that the book's author, Ross 
B e n n e t t , h a s had a l i f e l ong ass­
ociat ion wi th all m a n n e r o f reptiles 
a n d a m p h i b i a n s . I n d e e d , s h e 
in formed u s that as a ch i ld , Ross 
filled the family h o m e wi th an ever 
g r o w i n g c o l l e c t i o n o f l i z a r d s , 
c r o c o d i l e s , s n a k e s , f r o g s a n d 
tortoises. A n d not only w a s it a habit 
o f chi ldhood, - the bag o f snakes and 
l izards tha t he t o o k a l o n g to the 

l a u n c h , we re all m e m b e r s o f h i s 
present-day household! T h e C h i e f 
M i n i s t e r n o t e d t h a t R o s s h a s 
i n f l u e n c e d m a n y C a n b e r r a n , to 
deve lop a posit ive at t i tude to our 
n a t i v e wi ld l i f e a n d m a g n i f i c e n t 
natural environment in his role as 
a fr iendly ranger leading spotl ight 
walks in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve 
and through his assis tance to those 
m a n y people w h o find a snake in 
their backyard. 

M r s Carne l l fel t su re tha t o u r 
au thor i ta t ive and c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
b o o k , w h i c h c o m b i n e s c o n c i s e 
d e s c r i p t i o n , w i t h s u p e r b p h o t o ­
g r a p h y , wi l l f a c i l i t a t e a c c u r a t e 
ident i f ica t ion o f the rep t i l e s and 
frogs o f the ACT. Bu t more than jus t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , i t w i l l h e l p to 
engender positive at t i tudes in the 
general community, and this in turn 
will generate communi ty support for 
impor t an t g o v e r n m e n t ac t ions to 
protect the environment . T h e book's 
publ icat ion was fortuitous in tha t it 
co incided with several recent A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d 
conservat ion init iat ives. 

T i e l d guides such as the one w e 
are launching today, he lp people to 
learn m u c h more from their visits 
to C a n b e r r a ' s n a t u r a l a r e a s . 
I n c r e a s i n g l y , C a n b e r r a n s a r e 
discovering and valuing the natural 
bushland in their capital city and 
this field guide wi l l add to the wide 
range o f information on the plants 
and animals that can b e seen here, ' 
said M r s Carnell. 

T h e Ch ie f Minister conc luded her 
a d d r e s s by c o n g r a t u l a t i n g t h e 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n for 
sponsor ing this n e w book and for its 
u n d o u b t e d , e n e r g e t i c e f fo r t s in 
ra i s ing c o m m u n i t y a w a r e n e s s on 
environmental issues. 'I encourage 
you all to buy this book and learn 
m o r e a b o u t s o m e o f t h e m o s t 
interest ing animals that share the 
envi ronment wi th us, ' she said. 

In reply, au thor R o s s B e n n e t t , 
thanked Mrs Carnell for her posit ive 
c o m m e n t s . One o f Ross ' s a ims in 
wr i t ing this book, he said, w a s to 
demol ish many o f the furphies that 
a b o u n d about the agg res s iveness 

and other unfriendly characteristics 
o f c o l d - b l o o d e d c r e a t u r e s . R o s s 
bel ieves tha t people wil l eventual ly 
b e c o m e m o r e at e a se wi th snakes 
and other repti les i f they can pu t a 
n a m e to t h e m . In Ross ' s op in ion , 
being able to name someth ing is one 
o f t h e f i r s t s t e p s in b e c o m i n g 
comfor table wi th it and concerned 
about it. H e said he w o u l d be happy 
i f the book helped to ove rcome the 
bad P R that has been the lot o f our 
local snake population, in particular. 
R o s s c o n c l u d e d h i s r e m a r k s b y 
thanking the numerous friends and 
col leagues - (many o f t hem present 
at the launch) - w h o had provided 
h im wi th support , encouragemen t 
and a s s i s t ance d u r i n g the book ' s 
preparat ion. 

Alas ta i r Mor r i son then took the 
oppor tun i ty to thank all w h o had 
helped to p roduce w h a t h e consid­
ered to b e 'an elegant little book. ' H e 
told us h o w he had first considered 
us ing ar twork for the i l lustrations 
and h o w difficult it w a s to find an 
a r t i s t w h o h a d a k n o w l e d g e o f 
reptiles. A s a result, sl ides were used 
and he w a s ex t remely happy wi th 
the resul t , and h e cons ide red the 
g raph ics to be exce l len t . A las t a i r 
told us tha t frogs, in particular, are 
su f f e r i ng t h e e f fec t s o f e n v i r o n ­
menta l degrada t ion and that this 
m a y be a por tent o f th ings to come . 
He , too, hoped that the field gu ide 
wou ld he lp arouse o u r awareness 
and concern for all l iving things. 

The l aunch conc luded wi th Cl ive 
invi t ing t hose p resen t to share in 
l ight refreshments . 

L e n H a s k e w 

For Sale 
Walking boots - Hi-tec lady lite style, 
size UK 57 2, Eu 387 2 and Italian 
Zamberlan lite, size UK 5, Eu 38. 

Skis - short trak/bushwackers for 
hikers, and stocks. 

Rucksack- large lowe alpine specs. 

Bum bags- several 

All in exc cond. Best offer. 
Lyle Mark 02 62862801 



My very own snake story 
I think that most people w h o walk 
in the Austral ian countryside have 
had encounters wi th snakes and only 
the most dedicated herpetologist fails 
to s tar t s l igh t ly at u n e x p e c t e d l y 
finding a snake in close proximity. 
Provided one is properly clothed and 
s h o d t h e s e e n c o u n t e r s a r e n o t 
dangerous even though a l ight sense 
of su rpr i se is r a re ly absen t . T h e 
following is an account o f a meet ing 
I had w i th a Copperhead Snake in 
November 1996. 

I w a s out for a wa lk b y myse l f in 
Tidbinbi l la a long the C a m e l fire-
t r a c k t h i n k i n g o f n o t h i n g i n 
particular w h e n I not iced a sl ight 
rustl ing noise underfoot . Glanc ing 
down I real ised that there w a s s o m e 
m o v e m e n t t he re . I c o n s e q u e n t l y 
a d v a n c e d p r o m p t l y a n d a t t h e 
double for several paces and then 
h a l t e d a n d t u r n e d a b o u t t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e t h e s o u r c e o f t h e 
c o m m o t i o n . I f o u n d t h a t i t h a d 
emana ted f rom a fair-sized, da rk 
b r o w n s n a k e w h i c h w a s l o o k i n g 

Ross Bennett with his friendly Red-
bellied Black Snake after the 
launch. Photo, Graeme Wicks 

dis t inc t ly aggr ieved. T h i s was , no 
doubt , an unders tandable reaction 
f r o m e v e n the m o s t good-na tu red 
snake w h e n walked on b y a 13-stone 
m a n . T h e snake had its h e a d raised 
and its m o u t h w a s open . 

W e bo th o f u s held o u r ground and 
e x a m i n e d the s i tuat ion. Then, the 
snake , n o doub t rea l i s ing that I had 
n o h o s t i l e i n t e n t e v e n i f I h a d 
w a l k e d o n i t , g r a d u a l l y r e l axed , 
l o w e r e d i ts head and turning, ve ry 
s l o w l y a n d g e n t l y m o v e d off t h e 
t r a ck and in to the undergrowth . 

I g u e s s e d the s n a k e m u s t have 
b e e n a C o p p e r h e a d . I t w a s t o o 
ro tund and s luggish to h a v e been a 
B r o w n S n a k e . I t w a s b r o w n i s h 
above and lacked red benea th so it 
d id n o t appear to b e a Red-bel l ied 
Black. T h e plain upper par ts and the 
d ry forest location did n o t seem right 
for a T ige r Snake . 

A li t t le later I sought to confirm 
t h e iden t i f i ca t ion w h e n I m e t Jo 
V a n d e r m a r k at d i n n e r . J o l o v e s 
snakes and i s a great authori ty o n 

A l a s t a i r ' s r e f e r e n c e t o t h e T i g e r 
S n a k e i l lustrated on t h e dedicat ion 
p a g e o f the Gu ide p r o m p t e d m e to 
a s k R o s s a b o u t this. H e admits to a 
spec ia l fee l ing for the T ige r Snake 
a n d d o e s n o t u n d e r s t a n d w h y 
p e o p l e v i e w it in such an urifriendly 
l i g h t . In t h e c o u r s e o f co l l ec t ing 
v e n o m for s e rum produc t ion , Ros s 
h a s h a n d l e d t h o u s a n d s o f T i g e r 
S n a k e s a n d h a s y e t t o s e e t h e 
a g g r e s s i v e n e s s s o f r e q u e n t l y 
a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e m - t h i s , 
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g s u f f e r i n g t w o 
T i g e r S n a k e b i t e s . O n R o s s ' s 
a d m i s s i o n b o t h w e r e h i s , not the 
s n a k e s ' f a u l t . B y n a m i n g h i s 
p r o p e r t y a t Co l l ec to r , ' N o t e c h i s ' , 
p e r h a p s R o s s has sa id i t all . 

N o d o u b t Notechis scutatus wil l 
h a v e a p r o m i n e n t p l a c e in t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n Rep t i l e C e n t r e , Can­
ber ra w h i c h Ross is abou t to open. 
Loca ted in Gold Creek, Nichol ls , the 

t hem. S h e l is tened intently to m y 
a c c o u n t o f t h e e p i s o d e a n d t h e n 
e n q u i r e d v e r y g r a v e l y ' D i d y o u 
examine its Hps?' 

I though t this funny at the t ime . I 
h a d n o t , i n f ac t , e x a m i n e d t h e 
snake's l ips bu t it w a s , o f course , an 
eminent ly sound point . A diagnost ic 
f ea tu re o f t h e C o p p e r h e a d i s i ts 
p o s s e s s i o n o f n o t i c e a b l e w h i t e 
mark ings o n the l ower l ip. 

Th i s i s no t , however , the e n d o f 
this r ambl ing narrat ive. W h e n the 
N P A guide to A C T reptiles and frogs 
appeared, I found that m y fr iends, 
M c C o m a s T a y l o r a n d M a r i a n a 
Rollgejser, had k indly adorned the 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s p o l i t e a c k n o w ­
l e d g e m e n t to m y s e l f in the in t ro­
d u c t i o n t o t h e g u i d e w i t h an 
i l lustration o f a Copperhead Snake . 
W h a t r emains unexpla ined i s w h y 
Ross Bennett ' s t r ibute to his fa ther 
on the nex t page should b e adorned 
wi th a T ige r Snake. 

Alasta ir Morr i son 

guide 
Centre wi l l b e a major educat ional 
and exh ib i t ion c o m p l e x focus s ing 
exclusively on reptiles. 

O n e g a l l e r y wi l l t race t h e e v o ­
lu t ion a n d h i s t o r y o f r ep t i l e s as 
recorded through fossil evidence and 
recent observat ion .The other major 
gal lery wi l l display live repti les and 
t ake vis i tors on j o u r n e y s t h r o u g h 
the three m a i n biological regions o f 
tropical , t empera te and arid zones . 
There wil l be 13 principal exhibi ts 
d i s p l a y i n g s o m e 30 r e p t i l e s i n 
natural ist ic sett ings. 

A unique feature o f the Centre wil l 
b e t h e u s e o f t h e a u d i t o r i u m for 
presentation o f snake tales, wi th the 
opportuni ty for s o m e cuddly *hands-
on ' exper ience . The Centre wil l be 
c o m p l e t e w i t h r e t a i l a n d o t h e r 
facil i t ies, and wi l l w e l c o m e g r o u p 
and individual visi tors. 

Syd C o m f o r t 

More about the author of the 



The Great Eastern Centenary Track 
A walk ing t rack f rom Br isbane to 
M e l b o u r n e by t h e y e a r 2 0 0 1 , to 
c e l e b r a t e t h e c e n t e n a r y o f t h e 
f e d e r a t i o n o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
colonies , has been proposed by an 
interim commit tee set up to promote 
the track. This commi t t ee is m a d e 
u p o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e 
Northern Rivers Economic Develop­
men t Organisat ion, Southern Cross 
Un ive r s i t y ( L i s m o r e ) , Fede ra t i on 
Track Walkers Inc and Geoff Pryor, 
a c o n s u l t a n t t o t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
C a p i t a l R e g i o n D e v e l o p m e n t 
Counci l ( A C R D C ) . 

A f o r u m j o i n t l y o r g a n i s e d b y 
A C R D C and Yass Counci l w a s held 
at Yass on 29 October 1997. T h e NPA 
( A C T ) w a s inv i t ed to par t ic ipa te . 
Naturally, the N P A Commi t t ee sent 
a long two o f the Associa t ion 's m o s t 
exper ienced walkers , Reg Alde r and 
L e n H a s k e w . I w a s a s k e d to 
accompany them as driver and to 
make sure they didn't spend too long 
in the pub before the meet ing. 

The idea for the 3,000 k i lometre 
w a l k i n g t r a c k i s b a s e d o n t h e 
Appa l ach i an Trai l in the U S A . A 
concept paper has been wri t ten by 
Jesse Brampton, project coordinator 
for The B ibbu lmun Track Project in 
W e s t e r n Aus t r a l i a and au thor o f 
Promises to Keep - An Australian on 
the Appalachian Trail. T h e t rack is 
p roposed to pass t h rough s o m e o f 
the most scenic count ry in eastern 
A u s t r a l i a and b e a ' h igh p ro f i l e 
tourist and recrea t iona l resource* 
w h i c h , b a s e d on t h e A p p a l a c i a n 
Trail experience, could generate up 
to $15 mill ion expendi ture in rural 
and regional areas. Other benefits 
g iven by the inter im commit tee are: 

• employment and t raining dur ing 
construct ion ( including w o r k for 
the dole and g reen corps schemes) 

• e m p l o y m e n t after c o n s t r u c t i o n 
(managemen t and main tenance , 
tourism, guiding, retail, transport) 

• increased international , national 
and local tour ism 

• b e s t p r a c t i c e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
managemen t and greater aware­
ness o f the env i ronment 

• c o m m u n i t y b u i l d i n g and c ross -
regional l inkages 

• recreat ional and heal th benefits 
• pe r sona l se l f -es teem, wel l -be ing 

and nat ional pride and unity. 

T h e t rack is to be s imple in style, 
w i t h m i n i m a l impac t o n t h e land 
t h r o u g h w h i c h i t p a s s e s . I t is 
p roposed to be financed b y corporate 
sector sponsorship, work for the dole 
and landcare type s chemes , prison 
and c o m m u n i t y correct ion systems, 
g r a n t fund ing and v o l u n t e e r and 
c o m m u n i t y input . 

T h e Yass mee t ing , v e r y m u c h a 
p re l imina ry affair to in t roduce the 
idea in this region, was a t tended by 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f l o c a l s h i r e 
counci l s , the N S W Nat iona l Parks 
a n d W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e , L a n d c a r e 
g r o u p s , l o c a l n a t u r e b a s e d t ou r 
operators , Scouts , A C T gove rnmen t 
agencies , Professor S teve Gar l ick of 
Southern Cross University, the NPA 
( A C T ) and district res idents . 

A keynote paper was de l ivered by 
Professor Garlick, who explained the 
poss ible route for the t rack, and the 
w o r k that has been done to quantify 
the economic and social benefits that 
it can create . O f part icular interest 
to the N P A is: 

• the c o m m i t m e n t o f those involved 
to avoid as far as poss ib le routing 
t h e t r a c k t h r o u g h w i l d e r n e s s 
areas and to use exis t ing purpose 
bui l t w a l k i n g tracks 

• t h e n e e d to r e s p e c t A b o r i g i n a l 
sites, and, where appropriate, seek 
to in terpre t sites 

• avo idance o f sensit ive p lan t and 
an imal communi t i es 

• a d h e r e n c e to e x i s t i n g p l a n s o f 
m a n a g e m e n t and n o r m a l c o n ­
sul tat ive processes to incorporate 
the t rack into such p lans 

• p rovide for a broad cross section 
of wa lkers wi th a w i d e var ie ty of 
cha l lenges and exper iences . 

Professor Garl ick expla ined that 
e x i s t i n g l o n g d i s t a n c e w a l k i n g 
t r a c k s w h i c h c o u l d b e u t i l i s e d 
include: 

• t r a c k s in t h e M o u n t W a r n i n g , 
Nightcap , Moun t Mis take area 

• Bar r ing ton Tops to M y a l l Lakes 
Track 

• Great North Walk from Newcast le 
to Sydney 

• H u m e and Hovell Track 
• par ts o f the Alp ine Track 
• U p p e r Yarra from B a w B a w to 

Powel l town. 

In addition, par ts o f local walks , 
such as the Lamington/Scenic Rim, 
S o l i t a r y Is land , B l u e M o u n t a i n s 
H i s t o r i c C r o s s i n g , I l l a w a r r a 
Escarpment , Twin Rivers and many 
others could be u sed to l ink local 
communi t ies , p rovide resupply and 
t ranspor t points and day walks . 

P a p e r s w e r e a l s o g i v e n b y 
W a r w i c k Hul l , p r o j e c t m a n a g e r 
H u m e a n d H o v e l l T r a c k , B i l l 
Woodruff , E n v i r o n m e n t A C T and 
R u s s E v a n s , T w i n Rivers [Shoal­
h a v e n to C l y d e ] W a l k i n g T r a c k 
commi t t ee . 

Shor t workshops w e r e organised 
to discuss the wide range o f issues 
r a i s e d b y t h e s p e a k e r s . T h e s e 
inc luded the possible incorporat ion 
o f eques t r ian and moun ta in b ike 
trails, alternative routes , funding, 
w a y s o f e n g e n d e r i n g c o m m u n i t y 
s u p p o r t , t r a c k d e s i g n , s i g n a g e , 
shelters, environmental effects, long 
term main tenance and a hundred 
and one other mat ters . 

T h e ou tcome o f the meet ing was , 
tha t a regional m e c h a n i s m under 
the auspices o f the A C R D C is to b e 
establ ished to facili tate discussion 
a n d c o o r d i n a t i o n o f t h e g e n e r a l 
i s s u e o f w a l k i n g t r a c k s in t h e 
C a p i t a l r eg ion , a n d to e s t ab l i sh 
l inks wi th the foundation to manage 
the Centenary Track proposal . 

The issues involved in the proposed 
Centenary Walking Track, are very 
m u c h at the heart o f the interests o f 
the NPA (ACT). W e will , o f course, 
b e wa tch ing its deve lopment wi th 
i n t e r e s t and r e a c t i n g a n d 
participating in accordance wi th our 
a ims and objectives. 

T i m o t h y W a l s h 

F u r t h e r R e a d i n g 
Brampton, Jesse, The Great Eastern 
Centenary Track - a Project to 
celebrate the Centenary of the 
Nation's Federation - Concept 
Paper, Hamil ton Hil l , WA. 



The disappearance of the giants 
D u r i n g a recent t r ip to Wes te rn Aust ra l ia , I del ighted 
in the magnif icent forests o f the south-wes t corner o f 
tha t h u g e state. However , I w a s haun ted b y the thought 
o f w h a t used to be . 

Now, there are on ly t iny pocke t s o f rea l ly huge old 
karr i and t ingle t rees left. T h e t ravel ler dr ives through 
r e g r o w t h forest: tall, s l ender t rees , and s o m e not so 
slender, which are beaut i fu l—but they are no t awesome, 
l ike the tree in m y photograph . 

W h e n these old, o ld t rees d ie and col lapse , the wor ld 
wi l l neve r see their l ike again . 

N e a r Pember ton , a hundred-year-old r e g r o w t h forest 
is to b e logged aga in—trees smal l in girth i n comparison 
to the o ld g rowth forest t rees . 

T h e reality o f this great loss to t h e h u m a n imaginat ion 
and sense o f grandeur in nature , c a m e to m e in China, 
10 years ago. 

O u r y o u n g , E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g g u i d e , a u n i v e r s i t y 
graduate , took us to a v e r y anc ien t Buddh i s t t emple . 
H e tapped one o f the h u g e indoor pil lars suppor t ing the 
roof, and said, T h e y say th is p i l lar w a s m a d e from one 
t ree t r unk / W h e n w e vis i ted ano ther t e m p l e o f equal 
age and structure, I could hea r the d isbel ief in his voice 
w h e n h e repeated, T h e y say th is pil lar i s m a d e from 
one t ree trunk*. 

H e had never seen an old , l iv ing tree o f h u g e girth. 
Fores ts in China, are r eg rowth forests, o v e r and over 

again for a thousand years or more , as a resul t o f China's 
ancient his tory o f l and c lear ing and city bund ing . 

W e are needless ly dooming o u r future genera t ions in 
Aust ra l ia to never exper iencing the w o n d e r o f v iewing 
a l iving thing so huge tha t w e are dwarfed and humbled . 

In our nation's has te to exploi t and m a k e money, f ew 
people real ise that once these f e w old, g ian t t rees die, 
n o m o r e will ever b e al lowed to l ive for hundreds o f years 
to reach their full potent ial . 

I felt pr ivi leged to see these g rand old g iants , but left 
the a rea wi th a h e a v y heart . 

F i o n a M a c D o n a l d B r a n d 

Ranger Rowena Howard (right) talks to NPA member 
Bonnie Fox at the base of a giant tingle tree in the 
Valley of the Giants, near Pemberton, WA. Photo, 

Fiona MacDonald Brand. 

Plans for protecting endangered species continued from page 5 

Habitats for the Smal l Purple Pea , 
Swainsona recta, Act ion P lan 9 , are 
natural temperate grassland again, 
b u t a l so o p e n w o o d l a n d , and t h e 
major occurrences in the A C T are in 
g rassy wood land on M o u n t Tay lor 
and secondary grassland in K a m b a h , 
which is fortunate, as a major act ion 
n e e d e d for m a i n t e n a n c e , w i l l b e 
burning at intervals o f 3 -5 years. For 
natural temperate grassland species, 
such as the But ton Wrinklewort , it 

m a y b e n e c e s s a r y for m o w i n g or 
graz ing at critical t imes to control 
u n d e r s t o r e y c o m p e t i t i o n , b u t 
burn ing is not proposed. 

E a c h o f t h e a c t i o n p l a n s p u t s 
fo rward the need for research and 
moni tor ing , and for m a n a g e m e n t to 
b e adapt ive . Flexibi l i ty is necessa ry 
as w e do not k n o w exact ly w h a t is 
needed for each species , but care wi l l 
n e e d to b e taken tha t changes pu t 
f o rward as adap t ive m a n a g e m e n t 

are based on compara t ive data and 
n o t j u s t a r e s p o n s e t o n a t u r a l 
var ia t ions due to differences in the 
seasons from year to year. 

T h e a c t i o n p l a n s f o r m a n 
impor tant s tep towards developing 
pract ices tha t mainta in the region's 
b iodivers i ty . N P A w e l c o m e s t h e m , 
and, mos t important, the communi ty 
att i tudes wh ich have brought t hem 
in to being. 

Eleanor Stodart 



Christmas 
Party 
1997 
at 
Nil 

Desperandum 
Nil Desperandum looked its best for the NPA 
Christmas Party, thanks to the efforts o f a work 
party on the previous day. Joan Goodrum and 
Jack Smart enjoyed a break from work, on the 
homestead verandah. 

The youngsters present, and there were quite 
a number of them, enjoyed the treasure hunt 
and M a t t h e w Higg in ' s he r i t age wa lk , and 
showed considerable flair in d isp laying the 
items offered for sale. Robin Mil ler conducted 
the a u c t i o n w i t h h i s c u s t o m a r y p a n a c h e 
assisted by Tim Walsh, Mike Smi th and three 
v e r y p i n k f l a m i n g o e s , t h e l a s t n a m e d 
eventual ly sur render ing themse lves to the 
auctioneer's gavel. 

Eleanor Stodart's painting "May your spirit 
ever fly free', photographed here by Reg Alder, 
was signed by many of the 90 members present 
as a Chr is tmas greet ing to pas t president, 
Robert Story, who was unable to attend. 

Syd Comfort 

Photos by Col McAlister 



ORDER FORM 

Reptiles and Frogs 
price to m e m b e r s N P A ( A C T ) $ 1 2 . 0 0 
price to n o n - m e m b e r s $ 1 4 . 9 5 

P l e a s e forward copies @ per copy $ 

Bird Guide 
price to m e m b e r s N P A ( A C T ) $ 1 2 . 0 0 
price to n o n - m e m b e r s $ 1 4 . 9 5 

P l e a s e forward copies @ per copy $ 

Tree Guide 
price to m e m b e r s N P A ( A C T ) $ 5 . 0 0 
price to n o n - m e m b e r s $ 6 . 5 0 

P l e a s e forward copies @ per copy $ 

A d d postage a n d handl ing 
1 book $ 2 . 0 0 
2 books $ 5 . 0 0 
a d d $ 1 . 0 0 for e a c h extra book P O S T A G E 

T O T A L $. 

I enc lose m y c h e q u e / m o n e y order for $ 

N a m e 

Postal Address 

Postcode 

S e n d to: 

National Parks Association 
of the ACT 
PO Box 1940 
WODEN ACT 2606 
Phone or Fax 02 6282 5813 



Reptiles and Frogs of the ACT 
1 T i l ls authoritat ive a n d comprehens ive book is a n 

up-to-date work for everyone with a n interest in t h e s e 
creatures. It c o m b i n e s concise descriptions with 
superb photography to al low accura te identification of 
all fifty repti les a n d fifteen frogs found in the reg ion . 

Additional information descr ibes their distribution 
a n d g ives a n insight into the private a n d often 
complex life-histories. 

This book is essent ia l for a n y o n e w h o h a s a n 
opportunity to explore the world of repti les and frogs, 
from C a n b e r r a ' s suburban gardens to the p e a k s of 
t h e Bt indabe l la Ranges. . 

Field Guide to the Birds of the ACT 
This pocket gu ide enab les the less exper ienced 

birdwatcher to identify birds in the A C T env i ronment . 
Every species recorded a t least three t imes in t h e last 
ten y e a r s h a s b e e n included. 

C a n b e r r a 1 *  McComas 
Taylor , writes a brief description of birds in the field 
a i i d ' r t t f l ^ t & y ' i e a t u T e s of behav iour a n d rammon bird 
cal ls. 

R e n o w n e d bird painter , Nicolas D a y , illustrates 
the different p l u m a g e of m a l e , f e m a l e a n d y o u n g of 
bird spec ies . 

A sys tem of icons indicates habitats, t imes for 
expec ted sightings a n d status in the A C T . Severa l 
good birdwatching locations a r e descr ibed. 

Field Guide to the Native Trees of the 
ACT 

This gu ide descr ibed 6 0 species of t rees of four 
met res or m o r e , that a r e known to grow naturally In 
the A C T . It is written for the non-special ist and has 
instructions on how to use a botanical key . For e a s y 
re fe rence it is divided into th ree sect ions—euca lypts , 
acac ias a n d other spec ies , with similar t rees p laced 
side b y side. 

E a c h spec ies is t rea ted separate ly a n d is fuiiy 
i l lustrated, with a thumbnai l m a p to s h o w w h e r e 
authent icated spec imens h a v e b e e n col lected. A key 
to all species , a n index a n d a glossary a re provided. 

T h e gu ide is useful in t h e neighbour ing a r e a s of 
Goulburn , C o o m a a n d t h e Kosciuszko National Park . 



NPA outings program 
M a r c h - J u n e 1998 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require­

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R DY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

Ncwlcadcrs arc welcome. T h e outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys, 

Walks g r a d i n g s 

Di s tance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 10 km to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 20 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches o f thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

8 March Sunday family walk I B 

Gudgenby River M a p : Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 6 2 8 1 5 0 0 4 

Bring a dip net and magnifying glass to look for creepy crawlies in the 

river, and a picnic lunch. Please phone leader by preceding Wednesday. 

lOOkms . $ 2 0 per car. 

1 4 - 1 6 March long weekend packwalk 2 / C / D / E 

M t Talaterang M a p : C M W Budawangs 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 (h), 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 (w) 

Contact leader by Wednesday 11 March. After a long drive with stops 

at Fitzroy Falls and Cambcwarra Mountain, an easy two and a half 

hour walk to camp at the top o f Ngaityung Falls - a spectacular spot 

with views into Pigeon House Gorge. Next day walk to MtTalaterang 

without packs, returning to campsite. Return to Canberra Monday. 

4 0 0 kms, $ 8 0 per car. 

16 March Canberra D a y 

A C T Alive 

Lawns opposite O l d Parliament House 

Contacts: M a x Lawrence: 

6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 (h), 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) Yvonne Bartos: 

6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

W e are asking membets to help the N P A by calling in to our tent and 

spending up to a couple of hours answering questions about the 

Association and its aims, and about the display. You will also have the 

opportunity to see the other interesting stalls at this popular exhibition. 

Please phone if you can help. 

2 1 - 2 2 March daywalks and/or weekend carcamp 1A 

Minnamurra Rainforest, M a p s : N P W S brochures 

& Barren Ground 

Leaders: M a x Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 ( h ) , 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 (w) 

and Len Haskew Phone: 6 2 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

W e will take the long but enjoyable drive to Minnamurra Rainforest 

(in Budderoo National Park near Kiama) on Saturday morning, and 

explore the forest and Minnamurra Falls in the afternoon. O n Saturday 

evening we will camp by the beach at Kiama. O n Sunday we will take 

s o m e o f the walks at beautiful Barren Grounds Nature Reserve, lunch 

at Robertson, view some o f the many waterfalls in the area (optional), 

and motor home. C o m e for one or both days, or combine with the 

Jamberoo folk festival which is on the same weekend. Phone leader 

for details. 500kms , $ 1 0 0 per car (plus $ 7 . 5 0 park entrance fee, plus 

camp fee). 

2 5 March daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

T h e March edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 8 - 2 9 March 

Namadgi W o r k Party 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 6 2 8 1 4 2 6 8 

This work party will involve constructing a small length o f track at 

the Boboyan Road end o f the Brandy Flat firetrail. C o m e for one or 

both days. W o r k parties ate an opportunity for members to get together 

under fairly relaxed conditions and to do a little bit for Namadgi . 

Please phone for derails. 

5 April Sunday daywalk 

Honeysuckle Ridge 

Leader: M i k e Smith 

2 A / B / C 

M a p : Cor in D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . A walk from the former 

Honeysuckle creek Tracking Station up a track to the 'Ridge o f Stone', 

then along ridge with spectacular rock formations and views over 

Orroral Valley. Return along somewhat harder route cross country to 

cars. A 2 6 0 m climb and descent. 6 0 k m s , $ 1 2 per car. 

18 April Saturday daywalk 

Red Hil l to Farrer Ridge 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

2 A / B 

M a p : Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

A pleasant walk from Deakin to Red Hill Lookout and then to Farrer 

Ridge via Isaacs Ridge and M t Wanniassa. Great autumn views to 

Canberra City and beyond, and then W o d e n and Tuggeranong Valleys. 

Meet at Canberra Nature Park Depot , corner o f Athlon Drive and 

Sulwood Drive at 9 . 0 0 a m . Short car shuttle. 

19 April (Sunday) 

M t Franklin Chalet 6 0 t h Anniversary 

T h e Canberra A l p i n e C l u b in association wi th the Parks and 

Conservation Service is celebrating the 60th anniversary o f the building 

o f the Franklin Chalet. T h e open day commences at 1 0 . 0 0 a m , the 

official proceedings (including the opening o f the new interpretation 

trail) commence at 1 1 . 0 0 a m , and there will be a free sausage sizzle 

from 12 .00noon . N P A Members wishing to attend should book with 

the Namadgi Visitors Centre (phone 6 2 3 7 5 2 2 2 ) and make their own 

transport arrangements. If you need more information, contact Ian 

M c L e o d (phone 6 2 8 1 4 2 0 8 ) . 



2 2 April daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Yvonne Bartos Phone: 6 2 3 1 5 6 9 9 

T h e April edition of our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will he determined nearer the dale. 

2 5 - 2 6 April weekend packwaik 2 A / C / D / F 

Sentry Box M a p : Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader. Martin Chalk Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) ; 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

Leave Canberra 8 .00am for an exploratory walk to the Sentry Box 

from O l d Boboyan Road South. W e will aim to dry camp on the 

mountain so we can get some good views and photos of the sunset 

and sunrise. Several historical sites will be visited. Experienced walkers 

only, numbers limited. Call leader by preceding Wednesday for details 

and bookings. 150kms. $ 3 0 per car. 

2 6 April Sunday daywalk 2 A / D / E 

Tinderry N o r d i Peak Maps: Tinderry, Michelago 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M a x Lawrence Phone: 6 2 8 8 1 3 7 0 ( h ) , 6 2 7 2 2 1 2 4 ( w ) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .30am. A solid climb o f nearly 

8 0 0 m (on the vertical axis!), mostly on the steep M t Allen and West 

Tinderry fire trails. Final 2 k m to the summit is through bush, and 

involves some rock scrambling. Great views. 120kms, $ 2 4 per car. 

2 - 3 M a y weekend canoe trip 

Kangaroo Valley 

Leader: Chris Bellamy Phone; 6 2 0 3 7 3 5 5 ( w k ) 6 2 4 9 7 l 6 7 ( h m ) 

Easy autumn canoe trip in the milder climate o f Kangaroo valley, into 

the Shoalhaven River arm of Tallowa Dam, paddling through dramatic 

gorges, camping on a lovely beach amongst temperate rainforest, lots 

of wildlife including serenading lyrebirds, and a cosy evening campfire. 

Opt ions o f walking, swimming and birdwatching. Easy, inexpensive 

local canoe hire, Suit any fit healthy bushwalker, no prior paddling 

experience required. Phone leader for details. 4 0 0 k m s , travel costs ro 

be shared. 

3 M a y Sunday daywalk 2 A / B 

Southern Namadgi Maps: Col inton, Brcdbo 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader; C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 . 3 0 a m . Walk from M t Clear 

campground to Chalkcrs Chimney and return via Potters Chimney, 

old yards and Abood's dunny. Possible side trip to the Long Flat. 

130kms , $ 2 6 per car. 

9 M a y Saturday daywalk 2 A / B / D 

Following M o u a t over M a p : Corin D a m 1:25 0 0 0 G

inini and Gingera 

Leaden Mat thew Higgins Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

This walk follows the A C T / N S W border, locating some of the border 

markers installed by Harry Mauat's team in 1914 . Also, two brumby 

yards will be seen. Beautiful snowgums, rocky outcrops, and some 

excellent views. About 15kms walking, mostly orltrack, some steep 

climbs. Book with leader, numbers limited. 14()kms, $ 2 8 per car. 

16 M a y Saturday daywalk 

Big Hole and Marble Arch 

Leaden M i k e Smith 

2 A / B 

M a p : Kain: 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station, Kingston, at 8 .00am. A walk mainly 

on tracks past the spectacular Big Hole ID Marble Arch in Deua 

National Park. Wading across the Shoalhaven River is required, and it 

could be slippery in wet weather at the Arch. Old footwear for crossing 

river would be advisable. 180kms, $ 3 6 per car. 

17 M a y Sunday daywalk 

Cotter Rocks 

Leader: Steven Forst 

4 A / C 

M a p : A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 7 9 1 3 2 6 ( w ) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 .00am. A long walk mainly on fire 

trails from the Orroral gate up to Cotter Gap, then through scrub up 

to a collection o f massive rocks. A dramatic walk through the crowning 

Split Rock. lOOkms, $ 2 0 per car. 

23-24 M a y weekend packwalk 2 A / B / D / F 

Booth Range Maps: Col inton, Michelago 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Phil Gatenby Phone: 6 2 5 4 3 0 9 4 

Partly exploratory walk on the Booth Range from Shanahans 

Mountain. Some patches of thick scrub and the climb up Booths Hill 

are involved. Phone leader early for details and bookings. Car shuffle. 

130kms, $ 2 6 per car, 

1A 

M a p : A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Phone: 6 2 8 8 6 5 7 7 

2 4 M a y Sunday daywalk 

Kowen Forest 

Leader: Beverley H a m m o n d 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station, Kingston at 9 ,00am. Visit Glen 

Burn Homestead site, Colvcrwell Cemetery and other homestead ruins 

of f ihe Charcoal Kiln Road near Molonglo River. Bring a picnic lunch 

to eat at Molonglo Picnic Area where rhe cars will be parked. 20kms, 

$4 per car. 

2 7 M a y daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

The May edition of our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 9 - 3 1 M a y three day packwalk 1 B / C / D 

Snowball M a p : Snowball 1:25 0 0 0 

Leaders:Pat and Eric Pickering Phone: 6 2 8 6 2 1 2 8 

This excellent, and not difficult, walk first appeared on the program 

this time last year, and is repeated by popular demand. From the Pikes 

Saddle/Dampier Trig fire trail we will explore the source and upper 

reaches of the Shoalhaven River. Possible side trips to Wambagugga 

Swamp and Deua Peak. For details contact leaders before 2 2 May. 

3 5 0 k m s , $70 per car. 

31 M a y Sunday daywalk 1 A / B / D 

Southern Tidbinbilla Range M a p : Tidbinbilla 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: M a t t h e w Higgins Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

From T N R Visitors Centre we'll climb to Gibralter Rocks for great 

views. Then we'll follow t h e T N R southern boundary through Devils 

Gap and up the Pyramid. Return to Visitors Centre. About 9kms, on 

and of! track, some steep climbs. Book with leader, numbers limited. 

7Qkms, $ 1 4 per car ( p l u s T N R entry fee if applicable). 

6 - 8 June long weekend packwalk 2 A / C 

Quilties Mounta in M a p : C M W Budawangs 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 6 2 7 9 I 3 2 6 ( w ) , 6 2 5 1 6 8 1 7 ( h ) 

Contact leader before Wednesday 3 June for details of two and a half 

day packwalk in the Budawangs. Easy walk in to a base camp on the Endrick

 River. Visit Styles Pass, the Bora G r o u n d and R o u n d 

Mountain. A late lunch at Braidwood Pub on Monday. 3 4 0 k m s , $ 6 8 

per car. 

13 June Saturday daywalk 2 B / C 

Nursery Creek area M a p ; Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Martin Chalk Phone: 6 2 6 8 4 8 6 4 ( w ) , 6 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 ( h ) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops for a prompt departure at 8 .00am. 

T h e walk starts from the Nursery Swamp carpark in Orroral Valley, 

takes in part o f the ridge overlooking Rendezvous Creek, and returns 

to the cars via the top end o f Nursey Swamp. 60kms , $ 1 2 pet car. 



21 June Sunday daywalk 2 A / B / D 

M t Coree and the Devils Peak M a p : Cotter D a m 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Mat thew Higgins Phone: 6 2 4 7 7 2 8 5 

Crunch frost in the northern Brindabellas this winter. We'll climb 

Coree from near Blundcll's Arboretum, then walk to Coree Flats, climb 

Devils Peak, and return to Blundclls. S o m e history, a good deal of 

great native forest, excellent views from both peaks. Steep climbs, about 

I4kms. Book with leader, numbers limited. 90kms , $ 1 4 per car. 

2 4 June daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: C o l McAlister Phone: 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

T h e June edition o f our series o f monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 8 June Sunday daywalk 

Long Point 

Leader: C o l McAlister 

2 A / B 

Ref: Caoura 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone 6 2 8 8 4 1 7 1 

Meet at the netball centre just past the Dickson traffic lights on 

Northbourne Avenue at 8 . 0 0 a m . Drive to Long Point near Marulan, 

then walk down a track into the Shoalhaven Gorge. Excellent views 

of the river on the way down. Lunch on a sandy beach. A long haul 

back up to the cars. 2 5 0 k m s , $ 5 0 per car. 

Sunday March 29 1989 

C o m m u n i t y 
A i d A b r o a d 
OKFAM IN AUITRAKA 

ILK 
Call 
the 
Walk Hotline 
1800 034 034 
Help Community Aid Ahmad rape 
money to help stop world poverty. 

A ( , N DhU'iOU <>:il> 

HERITAGE FESTIVAL 
Well known local historian and NPA member Matthew Higgins will 
be giving a number of public presentations during the Heritage Festival: 

Thursday 2 April1998- Matthew will give his 'Skis on the Brindabellas1 

slide and tape presentation at the Griffith Library Community Room, 
Blaxland St., Griffith, 7.30pm to 8.45pm. Refreshments provided. 
Hosted by the A C T Heritage Council. 

Tuesday 7 April 1998 — Matthews slide illustrated talk 'Surveyors at 
the Snowline' describes the survey of the A C T - N S W border in 
1910-1915. See how the surveyors explored along the Brindabellas 
and other ranges, and see the markers they left: behind. The talk will be 
in Room 2 of the Griffin Centre, Civic, and commences at 7.30pm. 
Refreshments available. Hosted by the Institution of Surveyors, 
Canberra Division. Display of historic survey instruments. 

'Dams on the Cotter is the title of the report and display resulting 
from a recently completed oral history project by Matthew. The display 
is scheduled to be opened in the upstairs foyer o f the A C T Legislative 
Assembly building during the Heritage Festival. Call in for a look after 
Thursday 16 April. 



Management 
plan for 
Molonglo River 
Corridor 
W h e n th i s i s sue w e n t to p r e s s , 
members o f the NPA Environment 
C o m m i t t e e were w o r k i n g on the 
NPA's response to the Draft Plan o f 
Management for the Lower Molonglo 
River Corridor. The Corridor is made 
up o f land on both sides o f the river 
between Coppins Crossing and the 
Murrumbidgee River. 

T h e late Peter Barrer , an N P A 
member, in his 1992 flora and fauna 
study found much to conserve in the 
r i p a r i a n a n d v a l l e y p l an t c o m ­
m u n i t i e s and in the a rea w h i c h 
f o r m s t h e h a b i t a t o f Aprasia 
parapulchella, the Pink-tailed Worm 
Lizard. Because o f its long, narrow 
s h a p e a n d i t s p o s i t i o n b e l o w 
u n r e s e r v e d land, the cor r idor is 
vulnerable to impact from the use 
o f t h e a d j a c e n t l a n d and f r o m 
recreation pressures. 

T h e r i v e r i t s e l f p r e s e n t s t h e 
grea tes t m a n a g e m e n t cha l lenge . 
Ups t ream, Scrivener D a m causes 
h i g h l y v a r i a b l e f l o w ra tes a n d 
re leases o f cold water , whi le the 
s tormwater from Woden Valley and 
Weston Creek enters the river above 
Coppins Crossing without ponding, 
so carries a heavier pollution load. 

By the t ime Environment ACT has 
assessed responses and modified the 
draft, it will probably be early 1999 
before the plan is scrutinised by the 
A C T Legislative Assembly Planning 
and Environment Committee. 

The NPA will be keen to see an 
implementa t ion plan wh icb gives 
the h ighes t priority to stabilising 
a n y a d v e r s e p r o c e s s e s , such as 
erosion and weed invasion, and to 
secur ing the cor r idor from s tock 
activities, which are not compatible 
with conservation. 

Clive Hurlstone 



Walking on Tidbinbilla 

Matthew held a meeting - in the bush, in the rain. Photo, Russell Wenholz 

15th N o v e m b e r last year w a s one of 
t h o s e d a y s w h e n t h e w e a t h e r 
forecast read ' showers confined to 
the ranges' . Th i s was the day I chose 
to j o in a Nat ional Parks Associat ion 
(NPA) g roup on one of its organised 
walks . 

T h e wa lk - m y maiden bushwalk 
- w a s t i t l e d ' T h e P i m p l e ' a n d 
M a t t h e w Higgins was the leader. It 
w a s classified as a '2/A - C - D - E ' , 
w h i c h translates to mean 10km to 
15km on road or t rack through light 
s c rub and pa t ches o f th ick scrub 
w i th s o m e rock scrambling. 

I n t h e N P A b r o c h u r e i t w a s 
d e s c r i b e d a s : P e r h a p s t h e b e s t 
d a y w a l k in t h e A C T . W e s h a l l 
ascend by the R e d Hill track, then 
the r idge to nea r Tidbinbilla Peak. 
T h e n to t h e P i m p l e and u p to 
Tidbinbil la Mounta in . Descent v ia 
Lyrebi rd R idge . Steep c l imbs and 
mos t ly offtrack - not for beginners . 
( N o ment ion o f showers confined to 
the ranges) . 

W e met at the K a m b a h s h o p s , 
d rove to Tidbinbil la Nature Reserve 
- to a smal l c a r p a r k b e h i n d the 
koala sanctuary. Here everyone - 1 3 
in the group - changed into 'walking 
g e a r ' and o r g a n i s e d b a c k p a c k s . 
M o s t h a d l ea the r leggings . I w a s 

quickly corrected w h e n I referred t o 
them as spats. 

T h e p a c e w a s br i sk on the first 
part o f the wa lk a long a we l l -made 
track. There w a s p len ty o f conver­
sation. This died out , w h e n the t rack 
disappeared and the ascent began . 

N a v i g a t i o n i n t h i s c o u n t r y i s 
l a rge ly a m a t t e r o f s e l ec t i ng t h e 
c o r r e c t m o u n t a i n s p u r . O n c e 
M a t t h e w H i g g i n s m a d e t h a t 
decision our direction w a s s imply up . 
T h e g o i n g b e c a m e s t e e p e r a n d 
rock ie r . T h e m i s t d e v e l o p e d i n t o 
light showers and then to rain tha t 
w a s heavy enough for one walker to 
exclaim: 

T o u never said anyth ing about a 
waterfall on this wa lk , Matthew. ' 

T h e r e s t s t o p s b e c a m e c l o s e r 
together. Not eve ryone w a s hav ing 
a good t ime. 

Ma t thew held a mee t ing - in the 
bush, in the rain. Three o f the pa r ty 
- all exper ienced wa lke r s - dec ided 
to return. The remainder r e s u m e d 
t h e a s c e n t , m o r e s e t t l e d , m o r e 
determined and t ak ing only a shor t 
rest at the t o p o f the range , before 
mov ing off to the P imple . 

A n o t h e r h a l f h o u r a n d a s h o r t 
rocky c l imb and w e c a m e out onto 
the uncomfor table j u m b l e o f rocks 

known as the P imple . The rain had 
eased and w e were mere ly in cloud. 
But as w e changed out of OUT w e t 
clothes and opened our lunch packs, 
there w e r e breaks in the cloud. 

T h e v i e w s w e r e o f d e e p b u s h 
v a l l e y s a n d , in t h e n o r t h , on 
occasions, I obtained glimpses o f the 
city o f Canberra . 

C o n v e r s a t i o n r e s u m e d o v e r 
lunch. O n e walker k n e w a good deal 
about dams . Ano the r had walked in 
t h e R o c k i e s , t h e A l p s , t h e 
Apenn ines . 

After the morning 's long ascent, 
it seemed only a short walk from the 
P imple o v e r to Tidbinbi l la Moun­
tain. The rain, mis t and cloud had 
dispersed, and there was plenty to 
s ee f r o m t h i s p o i n t , w h i c h w a s 
covered in wais t -h igh scrub. 

Mat thew pointed out the Tinderry 
M o u n t a i n s t o t h e s o u t h - e a s t , 
b e y o n d M i c h e l a g o . To the south: 
Corin D a m , and beh ind it, Bimberi . 
A l o n g t h e w e s t e r n h o r i z o n , t h e 
Br indabel la peaks and the ribbon 
of water tha t is Ginini Falls could 
b e seen d ropp ing o u t o f sight into 
t h e C o t t e r Va l l ey . T h e n M o u n t 
C o r e e g u a r d i n g t h e no r th ; and , 
eventually, north-east and east, the 
ci ty o f Canberra . 

Lake B u r l e y Grif f in , some city 
buildings and the suburbs of Woden 
and Tuggeranong were identified by 
m e m b e r s o f the party. 

I tried in vain to p ick out Adelaide 
Avenue after it c o m e s over the hill 
(where the Pr ime Minis ter used to 
l i v e ) , d o w n to t h e K e n t S t r e e t 
o v e r p a s s t o the p o i n t w h e r e i t 
sweeps a round to the south-west 
towards W o d e n and becomes Yarra 
Glen. F r o m this point> in winter, I've 
often looked up and seen the snow-
covered Tidbinbi l la Mountain . 

B u t f r o m T i d b i n b i l l a , l o o k i n g 
b a c k , A d e l a i d e A v e n u e is ind i s ­
t inguishable . 

From Tidbinbil la the walking was 
all ' d o w n ' . M a t t h e w loca ted t h e 
correct spu r and the descen t began. 
It cont inued for abou t t w o hours . 

continued on page 13 



Police rescue 
T h e g u e s t s p e a k e r a t o u r 
S e p t e m b e r Gene ra l M e e t i n g w a s 
Se rgean t W a r r e n W i l l i a m s o n from 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n F e d e r a l P o l i c e ' s 
( A F P ) po l i ce r e scue squad . War ren 
j o i n e d t h e A F P in 1 9 8 0 and h a s 
b e e n in cha rge o f the r e s c u e squad 
for the las t t w o yea r s . H e c a m e to 
t h e s q u a d w i t h a s t r o n g 
b a c k g r o u n d in recrea t iona l ski ing 
a n d bushwa lk ing . 

War ren to ld u s that the his tory o f 
pol ice r e scue squads b e g a n in N S W 
j u s t after the end of W W I I . T h e first 
r e scue under taken in the A C T w a s 
in 1962 w h e n walkers w e r e rescued 
in the Rendezvous Creek area. A full 
t i m e rescue squad for the A C T w a s 
i m p l e m e n t e d in 1980. 

T h e e m e r g e n c y - r e l a t e d r e spon ­
sibilit ies o f the A F P wi th in the A C T 
i n c l u d e : f l o o d o p e r a t i o n s , 
evacuation, c rowd control , searches, 
f o r ens i c o p e r a t i o n s , c r i m e s c e n e 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , d i s a s t e r v i c t i m 
ident i f ica t ion and r iver , c l i f f and 
c a v e r e s c u e . T h e d i r e c t i o n a n d 
duties o f the squad h a v e changed 
over t i m e and the catalyst for these 
changes has usually been some form 
o f d i s a s t e r - r e c e n t e x a m p l e s 
inc lude the Winches te r murder , the 

aeroplane crash near Narrabundah, 
a n d m o r e recen t ly the C a n b e r r a 
Hospi ta l implosion and the Th redbo 
disaster. 

A t present the squad is m a n n e d 
b y five full-time members and thirty 
t w o par t - t ime m e m b e r s a n d a lso 
inc ludes eleven pol ice d ivers . Full­
t ime m e m b e r s are al located t o the 
squad for a period o f three yea r s and 
then t hey transfer to other dut ies . 
A s p i r i n g s q u a d m e m b e r s m u s t 
c o m p l e t e a b a s i c r e s c u e c o u r s e , 
t e s t ing thei r phys ica l fitness and 
a b i l i t y t o w o r k u n d e r t r y i n g 
condit ions, in all environments from 
heights to confined spaces and swift 
water . Successful comple t ion o f this 
c o u r s e q u a l i f i e s p a r t i c i p a n t s t o 
b e c o m e part t ime m e m b e r s o f the 
squad and in a further t w o yea r s 
t hey a re eligible to apply for a full-
t i m e p o s i t i o n . R e g u l a r t r a i n i n g 
c o n t i n u e s i n a v a r i e t y o f 
compe tenc ie s m c l u d i n g the u s e o f 
h e a v y r e scue equ ipmen t , ve r t i ca l 
r e scue , nav iga t ion t ra ining, s n o w 
su rv iva l and i m p r o v i s e d d i sas te r 
t ra ining. The latter chiefly focuses 
o n t h e 'unusual* or 'unexpected*, 
ra ther then the day to day p rob lems 
the squad m a y face. 

O n l y a b o u t 3 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
squad's t ime i s t aken u p w i th 'bush* 
search and rescue, the rest i s m a i n l y 
ev idence searches or sea rch ing for 
t h e e l d e r l y i n t h e s u b u r b s . I n 
s e a r c h e s f o r o v e r d u e o r i n j u r e d 
bushwa lke r s , squad m e m b e r s a re 
t ra ined to establ ish a police fo rward 
c o m m a n d pos t in the sea rch a r e a 
and then to lead t eams o f ambu lance 
pa ramedics , rangers and vo lun tee rs 
t o search for and evacuate l o s t o r 
injured walkers . To this end, annua l 
s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e e x e r c i s e s a r e 
c o n d u c t e d in b o t h N a m a d g i a n d 
Kosc iuszko Nat iona l Parks t o t e s t 
t h e responses o f search control lers 
and search t e a m s in the field. 

I a m sure w e all left the m e e t i n g 
w i th a h igh degree o f conf idence in 
the dedication and capabilities o f the 
A F P R e s c u e S q u a d . I t w a s 
par t icular ly in teres t ing to h e a r o f 
the degree o f coopera t ion w i th o the r 
agencies and to learn that the squad 
w a s n o t bound b y state bounda r i e s . 

T h e po in t o f contac t for the A F P 
R e s c u e S q u a d i s v i a p o l i c e 
communica t ions on 6256 7777 , o r i n 
the event o f an emergency, 11 4 4 4 . 

L e n H a s k e w 

Walking on Tidbinbilla continued 

M a t t h e w w o r k e d h a r d to m a k e i t 
in te res t ing . H e ident i f ied several 
species o f t rees . He s h o w e d us piles 
o f s t o n e s t h a t h e s a i d w e r e 
Abor ig ina l graves . 

H e said that bushwalk ing w a s no t 
s o m u c h a m a t t e r o f a e r o b i c s as 
Tcnowing whe re to p u t y o u r feetf. I 
agreed w i th h i m . 

O n the morning 's ascent I m a y not 
h a v e puffed as m u c h as s o m e o f the 
others . (Regular j o g g i n g keeps m e 
fit). B u t in the afternoon's descent , 
I ce r ta in ly s l ipped, s t u m b l e d and 
e v e n fell, m o r e than the others . 

W i t h i n s i g h t o f t h e c a r p a r k , I 
hea rd a Kookabur ra laugh . Earl ier 

in t h e wa lk , Mat thew had ha l t ed u s 
to l is ten to a noise he had assured 
us w a s a lyrebird. In the cour se o f 
the day, the only wildlife I h a d seen 
were Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and 
c u r r a w o n g s - the same c o c k a t o o s 
and cur rawongs I see in the streets 
n e a r m y h o m e . O n e o f t h e p a r t y 
t h o u g h t h e m i g h t h a v e s e e n a 
'wedgey ' - a Wedge-ta i led E a g l e -
bu t h e w a s not sure . 

B a c k in the carpark, it w a s take 
off the backpacks and change out o f 
the 'wa lk ing gear ' . Before I k n e w it 
I w a s in the traffic o f city s t reets . 

Severa l days la ter I w a s dr iv ing 
d o w n A d e l a i d e A v e n u e to W o d e n . 

Ove r the hill (past the L o d g e w h e r e 
t h e P r i m e Min i s t e r u s e d to l i v e ) , 
d o w n t h e h i l l t o t h e K e n t S t r e e t 
overpass and into the long s w e e p i n g 
curve . Tidbinbil la l oomed l a rge o n 
t h e hor izon . 

In the car w i th m e w a s a p e r s o n 
w h o m it w a s in m y bes t in teres ts to 
impress . I n o d d e d noncha lan t ly at 
Tidbinbi l la mounta in . 

T w a s u p there the o ther day, ' I 
sa id . 

T h e pe rson w a s impressed . 

Russe l l W e n h o l z 



Yerranderie - pilgrimage to past memories 

The main street of the company town of Yerranderie in 1938. The building 
on the left remains but with additions and is now used for 

accommodation. The two central buildings have been demolished and the 
area has become part of the camping ground. Trees now obscure the view 

of the distant ranges. Photo, Reg Alder 

M e m b e r s a t tending the November 
g e n e r a l m e e t i n g e n j o y e d a fas ­
cinating account o f the Mittagong to 
K a t o o m b a w a l k and o f the ghos t 
town o f Yerranderie through which 
it passes . Jud i th W e b s t e r gave a 
brill iant day-to-day account of the 
walk , Mike Smith described mining 
operat ions at Yerranderie and Reg 
Alde r related reminiscences of the 
town extending back to pre World 
War 2 days . Here is Reg's story. 

In m y ea r ly b u s h w a l k i n g d a y s 
Yerranderie held quite an attraction 
to me wi th it then approaching a 
sobriquet as a ghost town. The area 
around the town was first explored 
by Francis Barraillier in 1802 when 
he passed it by to be repulsed by the 
cl i f fs and wa te r f a l l s o f Chr i s ty s 
Creek on his quest to find a route 
over the B lue M o u n t a i n s . Settle­
m e n t o f the area fol lowed 25 years 
l a t e r and in 1 8 7 1 galena  galena  g a l e n a  ( l e a d 
sulphide) w a s discovered. Silver is 
found in the p resence o f this ore , 
however the richness o f the field was 
n o t d i s c o v e r e d un t i l 1 8 9 8 . F o u r 
m i n e s s t r u c k r i c h l o d e s and a 
remain ing 14 had varying degrees 
o f l imited success . 

Access from Camden w a s difficult 
because o f the mounta inous route 
down into the Burragorang Valley 
and the lack o f water was a serious 
obstacle in the operat ion o f the ore 
extraction plants . The peak periods 
of operat ion o f the m i n e s were in 
1 9 0 9 - 1 9 1 2 a n d 1 9 2 3 - 1 9 2 4 w i t h 
production declining from 1930 with 
the need for more capital to extend 
the mines , and labour disputes over 
w a g e s a n d c o n d i t i o n s . O v e r 
$2 mill ion wor th o f si lver at prices 
at that t ime was extracted. 

The mines operated sporadically 
until the 1950s after closure of the 
road from C a m d e n caused by the 
flooding o f the Burragorang Valley. 
T h e O b e r o n s tock rou te over the 
m o u n t a i n o u s w a t e r s h e d o f t h e 
K o w m u n g R i v e r m a d e t r ans fe r 
difficult even though it had been 
u p g r a d e d to f i re t ra i l s t a n d a r d 
through a grant to a local landholder 
whose access to Camden had been 
cut off. Permission to traverse his 

property was unpredictable and a fee 
was demanded to unlock his gate. 

M y first visit to Yerranderie w a s 
d u r i n g the C h r i s t m a s - N e w Y e a r 
week of 1938 when I was one o f a 
pa r ty w h o h a d j u s t s u c c e s s f u l l y 
carried out the first r iver swim/walk 
f rom the source o f the K o w m u n g 
River at Girikin through the M o r o n g 
Deep . The side visit to Yerranderie 
was to secure supplies and to m e e t 
up with companions, w h o would jo in 
us to go on to Ka toomba . The town 
w a s then still v i a b l e w i th a we l l 
s tocked store, even to the extent o f 
s t o c k i n g ice c r e a m w i t h o u t r e ­
frigeration. 'Buckets' were purchased 
and several carried in our billies to 
b e e a t e n on t h e b a n k s o f t h e 
K o w m u n g - p o s s i b l y t h e o n l y 
occas ion that ice c r e a m had been 
eaten there. One walker replenished 
his bran supply a food fad then, from 
the chook feed bin. There were still 
enough small holding farmers and 
fossickers to make the store viable . 

M y next visit w a s dur ing Eas te r 
1 9 3 9 w h e n Y e r r a n d e r i e w a s t h e 
starting point for a round trip w a l k 

o v e r t h e B i n d o o k P l a t e a u , down 
M u r r u i n M u r r u i n  C r e e k a n d a l o n g t h e 
Wollondi l ly River to Uppe r Burra­
gorang . N o n e o f us had cars and we 
t ravel led on plank seats in the back 
o f a t a r p a u l i n - c o v e r e d lo r ry . 
Regula t ions had only recent ly been 
m a d e for it to b e an o f f ence for 
passengers (except w o r k m e n ) to be 
carr ied on lorries. W e w e r e told by 
the driver that no parts o f our bodies 
w e r e to p r o j e c t f r o m u n d e r the 
tarpaulin, especially w h e n w e were 
p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t o w n s . A t the 
comple t ion o f the wa lk w e met up 
w i th Paddy Pall in and par ty who 
had fol lowed our lead in walking/ 
s w i m m i n g the M o r o n g D e e p . Then, 
there w a s a visi t a few mon ths later, 
to explore the Colong Caves , with 
the safety o f a ball o f string. 

In January 1941, I wa lked from 
Ner r iga to Tal long and then from 
Joadja to Wentwor th Falls . There 
h a d b e e n a s e r i o u s d r o u g h t in 
1 9 3 9 - 4 0 wi th p e r m a n e n t spr ings 
d isappear ing and rivers drying up 
into ponds. The drought broke on my 
wa lk and the f looded Shoa lhaven 



and Wol londi l ly Rivers caused some 
p r o b l e m s . H o w e v e r t h e c o a s t a l 
floods h a d n o t r e a c h e d t h e Kowmung
 a n d , on t h e w a y , w e 
v i s i t e d t h e C o l o n g C a v e s . O u r 
t o m b o y m e m b e r insisted o n going 
far ther into the caves. H e r candle 
b l e w out and w e could not afford any 
far ther searching with the rapidly 
diminishing; power o f our batteries. 
I t h en h a d to walk/run t h e 15km 
i n t o Ye r r ande r i e for c a n d l e s and 
string. T h e store was still s tocked 
and for tunate ly a local g u i d e and 
compan ion w e r e there. Together w e 
re turned and after seven hours in 
the dark our companion w a s found 
u n h a r m e d . T h e plan h a d b e e n to 
s t o c k u p i n Y e r r a n d e r i e , s o 
c o n t i n u i n g o n o u r w a y d o w n 
Lann igans Creek to the K o w m u n g 
I re turned to Yerranderie. T h i s was 
to b e m y las t visi t for 56 years . 

I a lways had a yen to re turn but 
stories about the road condit ion and 
the landholder provided a deterrent 
to m a k e a visi t . Our m e m b e r s ' wa lk 
l a s t y e a r f r o m M i t t a g o n g to 
K a t o o m b a , w i t h a t w o - n i g h t s 
s topover and good repor ts on the 
road condit ion, provided a reason for 
a p i lgr image to past memor i e s . The 
t o w n i s n o w a p r iva te o n e , w i th 
c h a r g e s to v i s i t and c a m p . S o m e 
b u i l d i n g s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e p o s t 
o f f i c e , h a v e b e e n r e s t o r e d f o r 
accommoda t ion . The genera l store 
forlorn, w i th its front fallen ou t and 
a d a n g e r s i g n e r e c t e d . S o m e 
bui ld ings h a v e disappeared. Mos t 
mine mach ine ry and bui ldings have 
gone bu t there is still an atmosphere 
to the p lace . The public sect ion o f 
the town , about a k i lometre to the 
east, still has its court house , police 
s t a t i o n , c h u r c h a n d c e m e t e r y . 
A publ ic camping ground i s nearby. 
O n e of the major impress ions o f the 
town , is o f h o w the bush w i th now-
la rge t rees has regenera ted after 
h a v i n g b e e n clear-felled fo r mine 
p r o p s a n d f u e l . T h e v i s t a h a s 
changed complete ly from the 1938 
photograph, wi th Byrnes G a p and 
the Tonalli Range n o w obscured. 

Yerrander ie is still wor th a visi t -
access is from the Taralga-Oberon 
Road . 

R e g A l d e r 

PARKWATCH 
Management of national parks by Aboriginal land 
councils 

(This article was prepared by Sean Docker, Land Mights Unit, NSWALC) 

The N e w S o u t h Wales Abor ig ina l L a n d Counci l ( N S W A L C ) w e l c o m e d t h e 
enac tmen t o f the Nat iona l Parks and Wildl i fe Abor ig ina l Ownersh ip A c t 
1996 N S W . 

T h e A c t creates a n e w ca tegory o f conserva t ion reserve in N S W nat ional 
parks on l a n d o w n e d b y aboriginal peop le w h i c h i s leased to the c rown and 
m a n a g e d b y the N S W N P W S . 

T h e rights o f the pub l i c i n Abor ig ina l -owned nat ional pa rks wil l be t h e 
same as i n other national pa rks in NSW, whi l e the rights o f aboriginal owners 
are r ecogn i sed th rough ownersh ip and m a n a g e m e n t a r rangements . T h i s 
ensures tha t the object ives o f conserva t ion and publ ic recreat ion such as 
c a m p i n g , w a l k i n g , s i g h t - s e e i n g a n d p i c n i c k i n g a r e as i m p o r t a n t i n 
Abor ig ina l -owned na t iona l pa rks as on o ther nat ional parks . 

Abor ig ina l -owned na t iona l pa rks are to b e m a n a g e d b y N P W S , but t h e 
plan o f managemen t is created by the board o f managemen t for the particular 
Abor ig ina l -owned parks and no t the Di rec to r Genera l o f N P W S , as is the 
case in o the r nat ional pa rks . 

T h e b o a r d o f m a n a g e m e n t consists o f a major i ty o f Abor ig ina l Owners 
and inc ludes representa t ives o f local gove rnmen t , N P W S , a conservat ion 
representa t ive and a representa t ive o f the Abor ig ina l l and counci l . T h e 
Abor ig ina l owners o f na t iona l parks , and o ther Abor ig ina l peop le they g ive 
permiss ion to , m a y h u n t and gather f auna and flora w i t h the except ion o f 
s p e c i e s p r o t e c t e d b y t h r e a t e n e d s p e c i e s l e g i s l a t i o n . T h e l e a s e m u s t 
acknowledge the r ights o f the publ ic unde r t h e Nat ional Parks and Wildl i fe 
Act . T h e Abor ig ina l l and counci l m a y no t sell , mor tgage , exchange or dispose 
of the land. 

Abor ig ina l -owned na t iona l parks p rov ide a va luable oppor tuni ty for the 
publ ic to enjoy the usual benefi ts o f nat ional pa rk lands as wel l as the special 
benefits o f Abor iginal cu l tu re and Abor ig ina l i npu t into the managemen t o f 
l and . F o r the i r pa r t s o m e A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e c a n h a v e t h e t rad i t iona l 
o w n e r s h i p o f thei r l a n d fo rma l ly a c k n o w l e d g e d as w e l l as h a v i n g t h e 
oppor tuni ty to have an i n p u t into the m a n a g e m e n t o f these lands . 
Bushwalker, v o l 3, n o 2 , N o v e m b e r , 1 9 9 7 . 

Protecting Plumwood Mountain 
The desire to secure long- te rm protect ion for the rainforest tha t covers m u c h 
o f he r p rope r ty near B r a i d w o o d , spurred D r Val P l u m w o o d to sign a un ique 
agreement in mid-1996 . 

T h e ag reemen t she s igned w i th the N S W N P W S , identifies the proper ty 
as wi lde rness and p e r m a n e n t l y protects i t as a ' conservat ion area'. Unde r 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act, t he land is lega l ly protec ted from 
deve lopmen t and subdiv is ion . 

Val felt such a connec t ion w i th the p lace , that she changed he r n a m e to 
reflect the beautiful and mys te r ious anc ien t p l u m w o o d t rees (Eucryphia 
moorei). T h e initial shoo t s o f these G o n d w a n a rel ics g r o w ou t o f the side o f 
mass ive t ree ferns, f o rming a c a n o p y over rush ing creeks . A s they grow, 
they encirc le the ferns w i t h f lowing, muscu l a r h u m a n shaped forms. Tt*s 
l ike a ga l le ry o f tree sculp tures , ' she says . 

Val says she s igned t h e agreement in a spirit o f t rust and hope for the 
future, bu t she says she is no t starry-eyed about the guarantee o f protection. 
T don' t see the ag reemen t as the end o f the story. Protect ion wi l l only b e 
provided in a society tha t i s sufficiently consc ious o f the impor tance and 
beau ty o f th is k ind o f area. ' 

National Parks Journal, v o l 4 1 , n u m b e r 6, D e c e m b e r , 1997 



PARKWATCH 
National parks at the crossroads 
In one o f the biggest shifts o f env i ronmenta l goal posts s ince coming to 
power, the Carr Government has abandoned the pr imary purpose o f national 
parks - nature conservat ion. 

After launching its new-found direct ion on the A lan Jones breakfast show, 
the Government released a Draft Access Strategy document (aimed primarily 
at satisfying those w h o wan t more veh icu la r access) and announced the 
setting up o f regional forums (all bu t o n e in rural N S W ) . T h e final shape of 
this document will be based on the ou tcomes of these forums and submissions 
from the publ ic . These findings wil l a l so tie in with the soon-to-be-released 
N P W S Strategic Tourism Project Repor t . 

From there, the future m a n a g e m e n t o f national pa rks will be dictated by 
the declared 'rights' o f user groups, s u c h as commerc ia l tour operators , 4 W D 
drivers and horse r iders . T h e preservat ion o f fauna and flora in the last few 
intact areas o f NSW, ha rd ly get a men t ion . 

But the p rob lem wil l not s top there - the access r ights groups are already 
compla in ing the s t ra tegy documen t is no t good enough . In other words once 
they have been granted access they wi l l unremi t t ing ly lobby for more . And 
i f the Governmen t wi shes to cont inue its adapt ive s tance, it wil l find itself 
g iv ing up , bit by bit, conservat ion pol ic ies that protect the last substantial 
r e m n a n t s o f the n a t u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t tha t offer qu ie t , na tu re -based 
enjoyment . 
Total Environment, vo l 16, no 3, S e p t e m b e r , 1997 

An environmental plus? 
In the greatest ' innovat ion ' in N e w 
S o u t h W a l e s f o r e s t r y s i n c e t h e 
introduction o f woodch ipp ing in the 
early 1970's, the N e w South Wales 
Forestry Commiss ion is consider ing 
cable logging nat ive forests . W h a t 
implicat ions does this have for the 
future o f forested and res ident ia l 
areas in the state? 

C a b l e l o g g i n g is a l o g h a u l i n g 
method that facilitates the logging o f 
slopes too steep for the conventional 
bu l ldoze r and log sk idder . Aer ia l 
cab les are u sed to hau l logs to a 
c e n t r a l h i l l t o p m a c h i n e . C a b l e 
l o g g i n g i n v a r i a b l y i n v o l v e s c lear 
felling of the forest, as any canopy 
retention would interfere with the 
operation o f the cable. 

The Commission argues that cable 
logging involves less environmenta l 
impact than conventional logging. It 
is widely accepted that considerable 
soil c o m p a c t i o n a n d d i s t u r b a n c e 
arises wi th the use o f ground-based 
machines , such as bu l ldozers and 
skidders. A s cable logg ing involves 
a t l e a s t s o m e d e g r e e o f a e r i a l 
suspension of hauled logs, it is l ikely 
to have less impact on a given site. 
Whilst on a given site, cable logging 
me thods m a y have compara t i ve ly 

l e s s impac t , it is m i s l e a d i n g and 
decept ive to present the observation 
wi thou t addit ional explanat ion. 

Firstly cable logging facilitates the 
l o g g i n g o f a r e a s i n a c c e s s i b l e to 
c o n v e n t i o n a l l o g g i n g b e c a u s e o f 
t h e i r s t e e p n e s s , t h e r e f o r e , m o r e 
loggings can take place , degrading 
addi t iona l hab i ta t re l ied upon by 
threa tened species . 

S e c o n d l y t h e i m p a c t o f ' re­
generation' burns, almost universally 
associated wi th cable logging, must 
be considered. This burning removes 
ground cover and leads to increased 
soil erosion. In its own environmental 
impac t s ta tement the Commiss ion 
admi t s the l ikel ihood o f increased 
e r o s i o n a n d s e d i m e n t t r a n s p o r t 
arising from burning. 

I f c a b l e l o g g i n g i s i n t r o d u c e d , 
there will b e a major expansion of 
l o g g i n g on s t e e p s l o p e s on N S W 
n a t i v e f o r e s t s . U n t i l n o w , m a n y 
s teep areas o f na t ive forests have 
b e e n r e g a r d e d as d e f a c t o c o n ­
servat ion reserves , because o f their 
i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y T h e s e fo res t s are 
usua l ly relat ively intact and often 
con ta in o ld g r o w t h forest o f high 
conservat ion value . 
Bogong, vo l 18, n u m b e r 3, 1997 

Marine parks wave 
away mining 
Species recognised internat ional ly 
as be ing th rea tened , such as sea 
dragons and grey nurse sharks, wil l 
soon have a safe haven in the first 
mar ine parks to be declared in N S W 
yesterday. 

N S W Envi ronment Minis ter P a m 
Al lan said mining w o u l d be banned 
and significant protect ion given to 
s o m e o f the state's m o s t sensi t ive 
coastal envi ronments in the parks 
at J e r v i s B a y a n d t h e S o l i t a r y 
Is lands, off the state's Nor th Coast , 
near Coffs Harbour. 

M o d e l l e d on t h e G r e a t Ba r r i e r 
R e e f Mar ine Park and w e l c o m e d b y 
local conservat ionis ts , the mar ine 
parks have been awarded the status 
o f n a t i o n a l p a r k a n d w i l l b e 
gaze t t ed jo in t ly b y the F i she r i e s 
Min i s te r B o b Mar t in and M s Al lan 
on Fr iday (2/1/98) . 

M s A l l an said the Parks w o u l d 
increase the 'nature conse rva t ion 
value ' o f the two areas, and wou ld 
boost tour ism and employmen t . 

Ms Al lan did not expect the nat ive 
title c l a ims o f abor ig ines for ' sea 
r igh t s ' in the Je rv i s B a y area to 
interfere wi th the pa rk initiative. 

' O u r l e g i s l a t i o n d o e s n o t ex t ­
inguish native title and this is an 
a rea w h e r e we h a v e a ve ry c lose 
work ing relationship wi th the local 
aboriginal groups. ' she said. 

N P W S s p o k e s w o m a n D i a n n e 
Garrood said the Jervis Bay marine 
park wou ld protect a colony o f about 
10 000 Little Penguins on nearby 
B o w e n Island, seal colonies and the 
endangered Grey N u r s e Shark and 
Sea Dragons . 

'This is an ext remely significant 
announcement that recognises the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d r e c r e a t i o n a l 
va lues o f the bay,' she said. 

The Australian. 3 0 / 1 2 / 9 7 

Cor r ec t i on 
The photo of Freddie Johnston's 
fallen survey tree in the December 
97 Bulletin was wrongly attributed. 
The photo was taken by Martin 
Chalk. 



A bushwalk to celebrate Reg's 80th 

Despite the hike, the champagne was icy cold. 
Photo, Di Thompson 

Matthew holds Reg's birthday candle. Photo, Len Haskew 

Thi r ty - two N P A m e m b e r s h e l p e d R e g A l d e r 
c e l e b r a t e h i s 8 0 t h b i r t h d a y on S u n d a y 7 
D e c e m b e r 1997. T h e celebra t ion took the form 
of a bushwalk to Gudgenby. Concerns about the 
prevai l ing ho t wea the r w e r e in the minds o f 
several in the group, bu t fortunately the day 
w a s v e r y k ind for t h e b i g occas ion . A l ight , 
cool ing south-easterly b reeze b l ew for m u c h o f 
the day, and partial c loud cover kept out the 
h o t sun. 

T h e w a l k began at the p ine s ca rpa rk and 
p r o c e e d e d a l o n g t h e Y a n k e e H a t t r a i l . A 
diversion took us to Greenfields/Sinclairs hu t 
site, marked by two piles o f hear th stones. T h e n 
on to the Yankee Hat Abor ig ina l art site w h e r e 
the group rested a w h i l e and v iewed the r o c k 
pa in t ings . W e w a l k e d to the boulder -s t rewn 
cascades on Midd le Creek , a lovely spot , and 
were surprised to find qui te a lo t o f wa te r still 
running in the creek and cours ing benea th the 
m a n y large, rounded rocks perched above the 
s t ream. 

Then at Rustin's Hu t site, a little further d o w n 
the creek, the group h a d l unch and the f o r m a l ' 
par t o f the day began. Short speeches were made 
b y L e n H a s k e w , F i o n a   F i o n a B r a n d , B e v e r e l  B e v e r l e y y 
H a m m o n d and myself, and the four bot t les o f 
champagne carried in especial ly for the occasion 
remarkably stretched a round the group in real 
l o a v e s and fishes ' s ty le ( complemen ted b y a 
whi te and red) . Cour tesy o f Ber t Benne t t and 
his absent wife , Jess, there w a s an array o f cup­
cakes, one o f which carried a single candle wh ich 
Reg , w i th h i s bush ski l l s , w a s able to l igh t 
despite the breeze. 

Reg's responding speech touched on his first 
a t t e m p t at t e n t - m a k i n g ( c a l i c o i sn ' t v e r y 
w a t e r p r o o f ) , ea r ly w a l k s w i t h T h e S y d n e y 
Bushwalkers , especially in the Blue Mounta ins , 
and his subsequent w a l k i n g career wi th the 
NPA. Reg c a m e to Canber ra to l ive in 1970 and 
has been involved wi th N P A since that t ime. 

The walk back to the cars saw the long s tream 
o f w a l k e r s w e n d i t s w a y a c r o s s t h e o p e n 
grasslands o f Gudgenby, wa tched from far and 
nea r by the resident kangaroos . (The antics o f 
the m a n y n e w joeys w e r e m o s t en ter ta in ing 
throughout m u c h o f the day.) 

It was a gentle, easeful day, and one dur ing 
which lots o f very good feel ings were expressed 
for the bi r thday boy, NPA's ' snowy haired icon 
of the mountains ' . T h e sent iment at the end 
seemed to b e 'Reg, y o u should turn 80 every 
year! ' 

M a t t h e w H i g g i n s 



Book Review 
Reptiles and Frogs of the Australian 
Capital Territory. B y Ross Bennett . 
Na t iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion of the 
A C T , 8 6 p p , $ 1 4 . 9 5 a n d $ 2 . 0 0 
pos t age ($12.00 for m e m b e r s from 
N P A Office) 

I hes i ta ted w h e n I w a s first asked 
to r ev i ew this b o o k as I have little 
k n o w l e d g e of the subject other than 
the occasional s ight ing on a bush 
w a l k and the ( s o m e t i m e s ) accom­
p a n y i n g p h o t o g r a p h t a k e n . 
However , in January this year while 
w a l k i n g back to M o u n t Clear camp 
g r o u n d in the s o u t h e r n corner of 
N a m a d g i Nat ional Park wi th Fiona 
M a c D o n a l d B r a n d I h a d a t ime ly 
' snake ' exper ience. I t rod on the tail 
of a b lack snake that nei ther of us 
c o u l d p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f y . I fe l t 
some th ing soft m o v e unde r m y left 
foot (I w a s wear ing sneakers at the 
t i m e ) and immedia t e ly j u m p e d to 
one s ide shout ing ' snake ' to Fiona. 
W e m o v e d a comfor tab le distance 
a w a y and looked back. T h e snake 
mere ly lay on the g round wi th its 
h e a d res t ing a l o n g t h e s ide of a 
smal l log, quie t ly w a t c h i n g us. It 
had m a d e no a t tempt to at tack the 
s h o e or leg, n o r did it a t tempt to 
wr igg le away to safety. It j us t lay 
there ; only its eye s e e m e d to move. 
W e s tood w a t c h i n g it, wonder ing , 
w a s it injured? too cold to move? 
poss ib ly dead? I m o v e d to the front 
of it mak ing a menta l no te of all its 
detai ls - b lack body, about a metre 
l o n g , y e l l o w i s h - p a t t e r n e d under­
bel ly fading to whi te nea r the head, 
t o p of the head b r o w n i s h , funny 
w h i t e l i n e s on i t s c h i n . I t w a s 
anyth ing but dead, its eyes followed 
m y e v e r y m o v e m e n t , y e t i t still 
m a d e no sign of aggress ion. Maybe 
w e were its first Tiuman' encounter 
and it w a s as cur ious about us as 
w e were about it. 

On re turning to the c a m p ground 
I r e a c h e d fo r m y c o p y of R o s s 
Bennet t ' s new field guide, which Fd 
le f t in t h e car . T h e s n a k e w a s 
q u i c k l y ident i f ied as a H igh l and 

Copperhead (Austrelaps ramsayi) as 
i t w a s identical to the one in the 
p h o t o g r a p h in t h e b o o k . I t w a s 
almost as if Ross had photographed 
' o u r ' s n a k e - u n l i k e o n m o s t 
o c c a s i o n s w h e n c o m p a r i n g w i t h 
i l lus t ra t ions /pho tographs in field 
guides , when one or two details will 
b e f o u n d to b e a t l e a s t s l i g h t l y 
d i f f e ren t . R o s s ' s s t a t e m e n t ' the 
species is known for its shyness and 
r e l u c t a n c e to b i t e , e v e n in s e l f 
defence ' was absolutely spot on, too. 
I a m u n a b l e t o p u t R o s s ' s d e s ­
criptions of the other species in the 
b o o k to the s a m e test, but n o doubt 
we' l l all be doing that on our future 
bushwalks . 

Writ ten by former A C T Parks and 
Conservat ion ranger Ross Bennet t , 
the text is wonderful ly jargon-free 
and obviously wr i t t en for the lay 
p e r s o n . Ross s a y s in h i s gene ra l 
i n t r o d u c t i o n t h a t h e a i m e d a t 
providing enough information in the 
text to enable accurate identification 
o f species wi thout hav ing to resort 
to scale count ( thank goodness!) or 
t h e u s e o f o t h e r m o r e c o m p l e x 
scientific methods . W h a t I l ike also 
a b o u t R o s s ' s t e x t i s t h a t h i s 
enthusiasm for (could I say love of) 
r e p t i l e s a n d f r o g s i s a p p a r e n t 
throughout . N o negat ive messages 
o r w a r n i n g s h e r e ! T h e t i g h t l y 
c o n t r o l l e d d e s c r i p t i o n s a n d t h e 
excellent page format t ing m a k e the 
book simple to use , even without the 
c o m m o n and scientific n a m e index 
that has been provided . Each group 
in t roduc t ion and each ind iv idua l 
species has a separate page o f its 
o w n ( b r o w n s n a k e h a s t w o ) 
containing a concise descript ion and 
at least one high-resolution close-up 
c o l o u r e d p h o t o g r a p h t o a id 
identification. 

Altogether it is a very attractive 
book - full colour throughout on high 
quality, water-repellant p a p e r wi th 
attractive i l lustrations a round the 
b o r d e r s o f e a c h p a g e . A l l p h o t o ­
g r a p h s have b e e n p a i n s t a k i n g l y 
airbrushed to e l iminate unwanted 

background details, leaving behind 
beaut i fu l v i g n e t t e d p o r t r a i t s o f 
each creature. Whi le the book is a 
larger format than o u r t ree and 
bird field guides (it is 150x210mm) , 
it is very comfortable to handle and 
is still smal l enough to fit easi ly 
into a day pack. This excel lent field 
guide will be of grea t va lue to all 
people interested in the reptile and 
frog fauna, not only o f the A C T but 
also o f other areas o f Aust ra l ia with 
s imilar habitats . 

M a n y people have been involved 
in the product ion o f this book and 
it is a good example o f t e a m w o r k -
M c C o m a s T a y l o r m a n a g e d t h e 
projec t ; R o s s B e n n e t t w r o t e t h e 
t ex t a n d s u p p l i e d m a n y o f the 
p h o t o s ; M a r i a n a R o l l g e j s e r 
des igned it; John W o m b e y , David 
Hunter, Wil l Osborne and Rober t 
J e n k i n s J e n k i n s  a l s o s u p p l i e d p h o t o s ; 
G o a n n a p r in ted it; a n d las t bu t 
certainly no t least H o n o r a r y Life 
Member , Alastair Morr i son ' s very 
generous donat ion m a d e the who le 
project possible. S ince wr i t ing the 
b o o k , R o s s has r e t i r ed f rom the 
Park Service and h o p e s to open his 
Austral ian Reptile Cen t r e at Gold 
Creek shortly. 

Reptiles and Frogs of the 
Australian Capital Territory is 
a v a i l a b l e a t b o o k s h o p s i n 
Canberra or by mail from the NPA 
ACT, P O B o x 1940, W o d e n , A C T 
2606 . 

Babet te Scougal l 

New members 

K e n Eldr idge Ga r r an 

Esther Gallant O ' C o n n o r 

Siska Reichel A ins l i e 

Sandra Zanker W a r a m a n g a 

Brian and 
Jessie O'Neill F i she r 

Ron Smal lhorn K a m b a h 



The great Plains-wanderer quest 
F o r yea r s n o w I've l onged to see a 
P l a i n s - w a n d e r e r , Pedionomus 
torquatus. I 'm no t sure w h y I w a s 
so keen ; the re are after all m a n y 
rare birds to aspire to see . Anyway, 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to v i s i t P l a i n s -
w a n d e r e r habi ta t eventual ly arose 
w h e n C a n b e r r a O r n i t h o l o g i s t s 
G r o u p / E m u Tours organised a trip 
to the River ina in D e c e m b e r 1997. 
' I f I s ee one , youTl n e v e r hea r the 
last o f it ' w a s a frequent r emark in 
the w e e k s before the t r ip. c W h a f s a 
P l a i n s - w a n d e r e r a n y w a y ? ' n o n -
b i r d o f r i ends a s k e d . S o , d i d m y 
d ream c o m e true, can I n o w claim 
t o b e o n e o f t h e f e w w h o h a v e 
actual ly seen a Plains-wanderer? 

F i r s t , s o m e l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n 
about this s trange, crypt ic and n o w 
ve ry rare bird. T h e Plains-wanderer 
i s o f g r e a t s c i e n t i f i c i n t e r e s t ; 
t a x o n o m i s t s h a v e p l a c e d i t i n a 
fami ly o f its o w n . It occurs only in 
Aus t ra l ia and on ly on the eastern 
s ide o f t h e con t inen t . I ts c loses t 
relat ive i s a South Amer i can species 
and D r Dav id Baker -Gabb o f Birds 
Austral ia suggests that i t m a y be 'an 
a n c i e n t m e m b e r o f A u s t r a l i a ' s 
av i fauna , w i t h i ts o r ig ins da t ing 
b a c k to w h e n Austral ia w a s part o f 
the G o n d w a n a supercont inent ' . I t 
measures around 15cm and the field 
gu ides s h o w its shape as a sort o f 
cross be tween a p lover and a quail. 
It is no ted for s tanding o n tip-toe 
w i t h i t s b i l l p o i n t i n g u p w a r d s . 
Uncharac te r i s t i ca l ly in b i rds , the 
female is dominant ; b igger than the 
ma le and m o r e colourful and, like 
t h e E m u , l e a v e s m o s t d o m e s t i c 
duties t o he r mate . In fact she may 
ma te w i th a second partner, whi le 
t h e f i r s t p a r t n e r i s r e a r i n g h e r 
ch icks . 

T h e P la ins -wandere r , a g round 
b i r d , w a s f o r m e r l y c o m m o n . I ts 
habi ta t requirements , however , are 
v e r y specific, name ly sparse native 
grassland wi th bare ground between 
p lants and i t i s unable to adapt to 
heavi ly grazed areas or whe re exotic 
grasses h a v e been introduced. It is , 
therefore, ser iously in compet i t ion 
wi th h u m a n needs and is vulnerable 

also to feral animals , raptors , fire 
a n d p o s s i b l y p e s t i c i d e s . A 
co r re l a t ion h a s b e e n e s t ab l i shed 
b e t w e e n t h e P l a i n s - w a n d e r e r 
habi ta t and th rea tened grass land 
plants , bu t there i s n o reserve o r 
n a t i o n a l p a r k w i t h a v i a b l e 
p o p u l a t i o n . O n l y a n u r g e n t 
conservat ion p r o g r a m will save this 
unique b i rd from extinction. 

T h e s t rongho ld o f i ts sh r ink ing 
p o p u l a t i o n i s o n a f e w w e l l - r u n 
private proper t ies in the River ina 
( r ice p a d d i e s a r e n o w a g r o w i n g 
t h r e a t i n t h e a r e a ) s o y o u a r e 
unl ike ly to see a P la ins-wanderer 
w i t h o u t t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f P h i l 
Maher o f Inland Bird Tours, w h o has 
made i t h is speciality. Because i f s 
too difficult to t rack d o w n during the 
day, b e i n g ve ry w e l l camouf laged 
and flattening i tself to the g round 
w h e n disturbed, Phi l seeks i t after 
d a r k u s i n g a w e l l - r e h e a r s e d 
strategic approach, though it's no t 
a noc tu rna l b i rd . T h e o n l y o t h e r 
successful m e t h o d o f locat ing i t w a s 
to use t ra ined g a m e dogs . 

The grea t m a n o e u v r e c o m m e n c e d 
at a fa rmhouse on the endless flat 
p la ins o f the River ina . Our min ibus 
load o f excited b i rdos transferred to 
three 4 W D vehic les , one dr iven b y 
John, the leaseholder, one b y Phi l 
and o n e b y Phil 's son. Each vehic le 
sported a spotl ight on each s ide and 
w e set o f f in a l ine l ike advanc ing 
troops, m o v i n g s lowly over the vas t 
p a d d o c k s w i th t h e s ix spo t l igh t s 
combing the short nat ive vegetation. 
T ime w e n t by w i th every n o w and 
t hen a f l a sh o f e x c i t e m e n t as a 
r o o s t i n g b i r d g o t c a u g h t i n t h e 
bri l l iance. No, n o t Pla ins-wanderer Singing Bushlark 
- S i n g i n g B u s h l a r k o r B r o w n 
Songlark — mostly. T h e n there w a s 
a shout f rom o n e veh ic le and the 
three 4 W D ' s gathered into a circle 
around — still no t our objective bu t 
nevertheless a first for m o s t o f us -
a t iny na t ive marsup ia l , the Fat-
t a i l e d F a t t a i l e d D F a t t a i l e d  D u n n a r t  n n a r t , w h i c h s o o n 
scampered off in fright. 

A n h o u r w e n t by in this fashion 
and i t w a s get t ing late . For s o m e o f 
us oldies this w a s our one and only 

c h a n c e to see a Plains-wanderer . O f 
course w e had seen other u n c o m m o n 
spec ies o f birds on this tour - earlier 
t ha t day there w e r e Inland Dotterel , 
O r a n g e Chat and Banded Lapwing , 
b u t i t w a s t h e w a n d e r e r w e h a d 
c o m e for. 

A n o t h e r shout . T h e vehic les had 
b e c o m e s e p a r a t e d bu t o u r d r ive r 
s p e d u p to about 15kph then swung 
i n t o posi t ion wi th the others to form 
a c i rc le again , n o s e s inward . A n d 
t h e r e she w a s — the extraordinary 
f ema le Plains-wanderer , wi th b lack 
a n d whi te col lar a round nipped-in 
n e c k , a ches tnut b ib . A cul t bird i f 
eve r there w a s o n e ! S h e s tood there 
bedazz l ed b y the s ix spotl ights l ike 
a p r i m a d o n n a w h o had forgot ten 
t h e song . She s e e m e d aware o f the 
indigni ty as she turned this w a y and 
tha t . H e r frustration increased; 1 
t h i n k she'll s t a m p he r foot in anger 
soon ' , someone remarked. T h e scene 
w i l l b e a n e v e r - t o - b e - f o r g o t t e n 
c a m e o for m e and all too soon Phil 
s a id she had h a d e n o u g h and w e 
d r o v e off. W e h a d indeed been lucky 
t o s ee the more colourful female and 
o u r luck cont inued , for on the w a y 
b a c k to the homes t ead , w e t racked 
d o w n a n a d u l t m a l e a n d a n 
i m m a t u r e ma le . 

A f t e r w a r d s t h e f o u r h u m a n 
f e m a l e s in Phil 's son's vehic le felt 
s o m e w h a t s h e e p i s h o v e r t h e i r 
p ro longed hys ter ica l outburst — he 
w a s definitely n o t a birdo and wou ld 
r a t h e r h a v e b e e n a t t h e l o c a l 
S a t u r d a y d a n c e . H o w d o o t h e r 
p e o p l e r e a c t , w e a s k e d i n o u r 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t . ' O h , t h e y ' r e a l l 
abou t as bad as you*, was the laconic 
reply. S o m y long-suffering friends 
w o n ' t hea r the last o f it, at least no t 
unt i l the nex t venerab le species is 
o g l e d ( w h e t h e r b y fa i r m e a n s or 
foul!) — say a Rufus Owl or perhaps 
e v e n an Orange-bel l ied Parrot . . . 

There ' s a point to this story: w h e n 
y o u can't c l imb mounta ins any more 
y o u can get h i g h on the s ight o f a 
b i rd! 

Phyl G o d d a r d 
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General meetings Held at 8pm, Room 1, Griffin. Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

T h u r s d a y 1 9 M a r c h . A P i n c h o f t i m e : a n a t u r a l i s t ' s m u s i n g s . We all think about time: how we do so in relation to 
environmental matters both creates and resolves problems. An Australian natural history exploration, both light hearted and 
serious, specifically designed for NPA by Ian Fraser. Ian is a local naturalist, author, broadcaster and educator. 

T h u r s d a y 16 A p r i l . T a s m a n i a ' s W e s t C o a s t w i l d e r n e s s . Peter Tedder has journeyed to the western coast of Tasmania five 
times to date. Peter will tell us something about the area and why it attracts him so much. He will also give some practical 
details about his journeys. 

T h u r s d a y 2 1 M a y . G e a r e d f o r A d v e n t u r e . David Edwards, from the Queanbeyan based firm Mont Adventure Equipment 
will speak to us about recent product developments, particularly a new range of winter season gear and the latest innovations 
in fabric technologies. 

T h u r s d a y 18 J u n e . N S W N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e N a t u r e T o u r i s m a n d R e c r e a t i o n S t r a t e g y . Graeme 
Worboys, Regional Manager for the South-Eastern Region will discuss this new Strategy which is being developed for NSW 
National Parks. 

T h u r s d a y 16 J u l y . S o m e E u r o p e a n E n v i r o n m e n t s a n d t h e p l a c e o f h u m a n s i n t h e e n v i r o n m e n t . Phil and Leonie 
Bubb have travelled, walked and skied extensively in the European Alps. We will see something of their experiences and hear 
of national parks, reserves, rural villages and building development. Phil will also tell us something of his views of the human 
place in the environment. 


