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NPA B U L L E T I N 

President's foreword 
The Chris tmas/New Year period is 
of ten t h o u g h t o f as the s u m m e r 
break, but not by the NPAexecutive, 
and particularly not this year. W e 
k n e w i n a d v a n c e t h a t J a n u a r y 
w o u l d b e a t ime o f concen t ra ted 
work on our submission on the Draft 
M a n a g e m e n t P lan for C a n b e r r a 
Nature Park, but w e have also found 
o u r s e l v e s s p e n d i n g m a n y h o u r s 
directly defending Canberra Nature 
P a r k ' s p r i m a r y m a n a g e m e n t 
object ive to conserve the natural 
environment against a proposal to 
run a major national sporting event 
in it. 

T h e abi l i ty o f the execu t ive to 
work as a t eam has meant that w e 
h a v e s u c c e s s f u l l y m a i n t a i n e d 
represen ta t ion at mee t ings w i th 
Minister Gary Humphr ies and staff 
o f t h e P a r k s and C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S e r v i c e d u r i n g a p e r i o d w h e n 
individuals are coming and going on 
holiday. 

S tephen Johns ton discusses the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s o f h o l d i n g a ma jo r 
national sporting event in Canberra 
Nature Park on page 4. Preparation 
of the combined submiss ion from 
NPA and the Conservation Council 
on the Draft Management Plan for 
Canberra Nature Park is proceeding 
according to schedule and should 
have been completed well before you 
read this. 

For m a n y N P A members removal 
o f the B o b o y a n p ines has been a 

dream that kep t sl iding off into the 
future. I a m h a p p y to repor t that 
felling has begun. A s I write this, 
w o r k is still proceeding on the road 
works needed to take out the logs 
from the western side, and logging 
h a s b e g u n in t h e eas t . T h e t w o 
logging trucks immedia te ly became 
an obvious feature on the Boboyan 
road as they make several journeys 
each day, bu t i t will take t ime before 
the clear ing o f the pines becomes 
a p p a r e n t f rom t h e r o a d . W h e r e 
clearing has begun, in the Hospital 
Creek plantation, it has revealed a 
sca t te r ing o f sma l l euca lyp ts . In 
n o r m a l f o r e s t o p e r a t i o n s t h e s e 
would b e cleared as wel l , bu t A C T 
Forests is taking care to retain as 
many as possible so that the main 
work required to rehabili tate this 
a r e a w i l l b e r e m o v a l o f p i n e 
regenerat ion. 

O u r c h o i c e o f v e n u e f o r t h e 
C h r i s t m a s P a r t y k e p t M a x 
Lawrence b u s y gu id ing peop le in 
and out , par t icular ly as so m a n y 
people came! I thank h im for his 
efforts, and I also thank Mat thew 
H i g g i n s f o r h i s g u i d e d t o u r o f 
several cultural features, and Robin 
M i l l e r and F r a n k C l e m e n t s fo r 
running the auction, and o f course 
I thank all the donors . The auction 
rea l i sed over $ 3 0 0 and w a s wel l 
w o r t h w h i l e , I t h i n k , f o r i t s 
enter tainment va lue as wel l as for 
the m o n e y raised. 

I a m pleased to report that NPA 
is in a much more fortunate position 
regarding government grants than 
w e h a d dared to h o p e . W e h a v e 
rece ived $5000 f rom the Federa l 
Government as part of its Grants 
t o V o l u n t a r y C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Organ i sa t ions p r o g r a m to assis t 
w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o s t s , an 
increase o f $300 over the previous 
year . Admin i s t r a t ion o f the A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t g r a n t p r o g r a m h a s 
c h a n g e d f r o m c a l e n d a r y e a r to 
financial year, leaving an odd six 
months . Environment grants have 
been awarded on a pro rata basis 
according to grants awarded in the 
preceding calendar year, so for the 
next six months w e have the same 
rate o f funding from this source as 
w e r e c e i v e d las t year . H e r i t a g e 
g r a n t s h a v e b e e n a w a r d e d in 
response to applications for the six 
months , and w e have received one 
for work on a s tudy o f the effects o f 
l i c h e n o n A b o r i g i n a l a r t in 
Namadgi . 

Al though the situation regarding 
government grants is better than 
w e h a d expected w e still need to 
look carefully at our expenses. One 
major expense is the Bulletin and 
S y d C o m f o r t ' s w o r k o v e r t h e 
s u m m e r h a s s h o w n t h a t i t i s 
p o s s i b l e to c u t c o s t s w h i l e 
improving content! Thank you Syd . 

Eleanor Stodart 

President's report 1995-96 
The final paragraph of the annual 
report was omitted from the 
December Bulletin. It appears below. 

Voluntary contributions o f t ime and 
effort by members and the annual 
membersh ip fees have provided a 
firm base for all the above activities 
w h i c h a r e so c r u c i a l to t h e 
implementa t ion o f our a ims. This 
base has been extended significantly 
by the award o f several government 

grants. $4700 received through the 
Federal Government ' s p rogram of 
Grants to Voluntary Conservat ion 
O r g a n i s a t i o n s h a s p r o v i d e d 
valuable assistance towards the cost 
o f r u n n i n g t h e o f f i c e . G r a n t s 
received from the A C T Government 
v i a i t s E n v i r o n m e n t G r a n t s 
p r o g r a m h a v e a s s i s t e d w i t h the 
product ion o f the Bulletin, through 
a grant o f $4000, and enabled us to 
pay the Research Assis tant through 

a grant o f $11000. We also received 
significant funds directly from our 
members as a result o f an appeal in 
June. This support has meant that 
N P A has seen a very active year in 
1995-6 both in services provided to 
m e m b e r s , s u c h as t h e o u t i n g s 
p r o g r a m , a n d to t h e w i d e r 
c o m m u n i t y t h r o u g h o u r 
s u b m i s s i o n s on m a n a g e m e n t o f 
publ ic lands and through Bulletin 
articles. 

Eleanor Stodart 



Mountain bikes, management plans and 
'best practice' 
The Env i ronment Sub-commi t t ee 
has spent considerable time in the 
last year examining the management 
p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s for A C T 
conservation reserves. 

To some, this might appear to be an 
i n d u l g e n c e in theory , the p r e 
o c c u p a t i o n o f " a rmcha i r c o n s e r 
vationists". 

But the debate over the proposed 
route for the National Mountain Bike 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s h i g h l i g h t e d the 
n e c e s s i t y for h a v i n g c lear , 
prescriptive management plans that 
give primacy to conservation. It has 
also served to focus on some of the key 
issues for the draft management plan 
for Canberra Nature Park (CNP). 

The NPA has w o r k e d in co l l 
abora t ion wi th the Conse rva t ion 
Council of the South-East Region and 
C a n b e r r a to p r o d u c e a de t a i l ed 
submission of more than 50 pages on 
the draft plan. Most of the hard work 
has been done by Ray Polglaze, NPA's 
r e s e a r c h off icer , d r a w i n g on 
c o m m e n t s made at an af ternoon 
seminar organised by the NPA last 
O c t o b e r and dur ing two l eng thy 
meetings of a working party that went 
through the draft plan line by line. 

A summary of the submission will 
be published in the next Bulletin. Its 
main relevance to the mountain bike 
championsh ips lies in its r e c o m 
mendation for clear zoning of CNP, 
based on conse rva t ion va lues o f 
various areas within the park. This 
broadly accords with the draft plan's 
suggestions, but departs from them 
in calling for the establishment of a 
Conservation Zone A which would 
cove r areas o f pa r t i cu la r ly h igh 
conservation value in the Park and 
ca r ry r e s t r i c t i ons on ce r t a in 
recreat ional ac t iv i t ies , inc lud ing 
large-scale events such as orient
eering and mountain bike riding. 

Whils t we did not delineate the 
proposed boundaries of Conservation 
Zone A, they would almost certainly 
e m b r a c e l a rge par t s o f B l a c k 
Mountain and Mt Majura, two areas 
that a report by the National Capital 
P l ann ing A u t h o r i t y ( N C P A ) has 
recognised as being sites of regional 

significance. Both were proposed for 
the mountain bike championships. 

The proposed route down Black 
M o u n t a i n was ruled out by the 
Government, but only after consid
e rab le p re s su re from the N P A , 
Conservation Council and Aranda 
Parkcare Group. While we can be 
thankful tha t the G o v e r n m e n t 
recognised the inappropriateness of 
this p roposa l , it is still a major 
c o n c e r n tha t it was s e r i o u s l y 
considered in the first place. The 
po ten t i a l for e ros ion o f B l a c k 
Mountain's shallow soils on the steep 
slopes was recognised 25 years ago in 
the D e p a r t m e n t o f the Cap i t a l 
Territory draft management plan. 
I r o n i c a l l y the first par t o f the 
proposed route would have criss
crossed probably the most eroded 
track in the reserve - on the northern 
ridge - where mountain bikes are now 
not supposed to be ridden. 

But over and above the specific 
impact of the bikes and spectators, 
the area was entirely inappropriate 
because of its high conservation value 
wi th in CNP. And tha t p r i n c i p l e 
underlay the objection by the NPA 
and Conservation Council to the use 
of the west face of Mt Majura. 

While Parks and Conservation staff 
apparently believed the race would 
not have significant impact on the 
proposed route, the fact remained 
that , l ike B lack M o u n t a i n , the 
woodland community through which 
the proposed route was to run has 
considerable ecological value. The 
NCPA Sites of Significance report 
descr ibes this communi ty on the 
Ainslie-Majura Range as "the largest 
remaining in the ACT which could be 
cons idered representa t ive of the 
original ecological type". 

While national parks and nature 
reserves have always accommodated 
a range of recreational pursuits, it has 
long been recognised - not least by the 
CNP draft management plan - that 
restrictions must be placed on certain 
activities in certain areas. As the draft 
plan says: "The presence of dogs and 
some recreat ional act ivi t ies ('e.g. 
horse and bicycle r iding) are not 

appropriate within some units, or 
some areas within units because of 
the uni t ' s l oca t i on , te r ra in or 
c o n s e r v a t i o n v a l u e s , b e c a u s e o f 
conflict with other designated uses, 
or the avai labi l i ty of a l ternat ive 
venues" (page 11). 

If the A C T Governmen t was to 
consider recreational or development 
p roposa l s only in te rms of thei r 
specific impacts on particular areas, 
then the door would be wide open for 
major compromise of the integrity of 
our parks and reserves. It has been 
the approach long favoured by the 
"wise use" proponents who believe 
that exploitative industries such as 
mining, quarrying and logging should 
be permitted in conservation areas as 
long as they are conducted in "a 
sensitive manner". 

The proper approach is to firstly 
consider all proposals in the broad 
context of the management priorities 
in the management plan for the park 
or reserve as a whole, which must 
re f lec t those in the A C T Land 
(Planning and Environment) Act. At 
this stage some will fail the test and 
should be rejected. If they pass the 
test they should then be considered 
against the zoning prescriptions for 
the area where the recreation or 
development is proposed. Only if they 
pass that test should they be finally 
assessed according to the specific 
impact they might have. 

Th i s , to use the j a rgon , is the 
e s s e n c e o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l "bes t 
practice". The alternative, to simply 
treat each proposal as it arises on its 
apparent merits without firstly giving 
full cons idera t ion to the broader 
managemen t va lues and require
ments, is short-sighted ad hocery. To 
he lp guard aga ins t it. good pre
script ive management plans that 
consistently recognise the number 
one legislative objective for nature 
reserves and nat ional parks - to 
conserve the natural environment -
are absolutely essential. 

S t e p h e n J o h n s t o n 
Convenor, Environment 

Sub-committee 



Boboyan Pine Plantation 

Boboyan Pines logging in progress. Photo by Eleanor Stodart 

W o r k has n o w begun on clear ing 
p i n e s f r o m t h e B o b o y a n P i n e 
Plantation, in preparation for later 
revegetation o f the area. This will 
be a big and costly j o b , extending 
o v e r m a n y y e a r s , and the A C T 
P a r k s & C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e 
r e c e n t l y b r ie fed t h e m e d i a and 
others interested in the project. 

T h e N P A h a s m a d e s e v e r a l 
submissions to the P & CS on the 
project over the years, and thus it 
was fitting that the recent publicity 
( C a n b e r r a T i m e s , F r i d a y 
31 January) included a photo o f our 
President sitting t r iumphantly on 
some o f the first pine logs to be cut 
down. In December , upgrading o f 
roads in the plantation area began, 
and between January and April this 
year , p ines i m m e d i a t e l y w e s t o f 
Hospital Creek will be harvested. 
A s felling operations are expected 
to occu r over ' on ly a f ew years ' , 
because o f commercial constraints 
on the contractor (ACT Forests) , it 
is impor tant that revegetat ion o f 
the area with native species begin 
as soon as poss ib le , to min imi se 
erosion and silting o f surrounding 
s t r e a m s i m m e d i a t e l y af ter t h e 
felling operations. 

To this end, efforts have been made 
during the initial felling of pines to 
leave eucalypts which were growing 
among the pines; and a contractor 

will also be working during the first 
half o f 1997 to collect more seed of 
native species, for later distribution 
in the area. Nearly 150 k g o f seeds, 
mainly o f Eucalyptus pauciflora and 
Euca lyp tus rubida , h a v e a l ready 
been collected. Revegetation o f the 
a r e a p r e s e n t s s o m e c h a l l e n g e s , 
because it is in a cold location, that 
has about 140 frost days each year. 
This will inhibit seed germination 
and the growth o f native seedlings. 

In addition, continuing w o r k may be 
necessary to ehminate the growth of 
p i n e s e e d l i n g s , w h i c h a re l e s s 
t r o u b l e d b y c o l d . A n n C o n n o l l y 
( 2 0 7 2 9 0 0 ) i s i n c h a r g e o f t h e 
B o b o y a n p ro jec t , and she w o u l d 
welcome further questions about the 
project - and particularly offers to 
jo in volunteer groups to assist with 
the revegetation. 

R o b i n Mil ler 
Convenor, Namadgi Sub-committee 

Vale John Rowland 
Association member, John Rowland 
A O , d i e d i n C a n b e r r a o n 31 
December 1996. 

John Rowland had a distinguished 
career o f 40 years in the diplomatic 
service and was an author and poet 
of standing. He also had a strong 
c o m m i t m e n t to the e n v i r o n m e n t 
and to social issues and this found 
expression in his involvement in a 
wide range of public causes and local 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . H e s u c c e s s f u l l y 
chaired the Antarct ic Conference in 
Canberra in 1983 and subsequently 
de l ivered pape r s re la ted to tha t 

con t inen t . H e w a s the f o u n d i n g 
secretary o f the Coastwatchers and 
from 1984 to 1988 was president o f 
the Conse rva t ion Counc i l o f the 
South East Region and Canberra. 
He w a s active in Greenpeace and 
participated in the Mental Health 
Network for the ACT, his wri t ings 
and letters in connection wi th the 
l a t t e r c a u s e a p p e a r i n g i n t h e 
C a n b e r r a T i m e s as r e c e n t l y as 
December 1996. One o f his lesser 
known activities was in support o f 
the communi ty groups located in 
the old buildings in Childers Street 

w h e r e , as a m e m b e r o f R O C K S 
(Residents o f Childers and Kingsley 
S t r ee t s ) , i n an u n a s s u m i n g and 
ef fec t ive way , h e p r o v i d e d lead
e r s h i p a n d i n i t i a t i v e d i r e c t e d 
towards the establ ishment o f this 
a rea as a pe rmanen t locat ion for 
communi ty groups. John Rowland, 
through his sensitivity, his unselfish 
applicat ion o f his talents and his 
dedication to public issues has made 
a great contribution to the Canberra 
communi ty and on a w ide r scene, 
to the nation. 

Syd Comfort 



W O R K P A R T Y 

Tennent Homestead work party 

Alan Rae and Col Mac Alister at Tennent Work parties can be "laid back" affairs. Photo by Len Haskew 
Homestead work party. Photo by Len Haskew 

It is p r o b a b l y t rue to s ay tha t 
T e n n e n t H o m e s t e a d w a s 
acc iden ta l ly ' ' r ed i scovered" by a 
party of NPA members who were on 
a walk led by Phil Gatenby. They 
w e r e r e a s o n a b l y s u r e tha t t h e 
complex of buildings had to be in the 
t hen r e c e n t l y d e c l a r e d n e w 
e x t e n s i o n to N a m a d g i Na t iona l 
Park and a check wi th the m a p 
confirmed that this was the case. 
The Homestead complex is made up 
of a very interest ing collection of 
bui ldings all in var ious s tages of 
disrepair. Indeed, the pise building 
is in an a d v a n c e d s t a t e o f 
deterioration with barely a complete 
wall still standing. 

To many members it is a complex 
well worth conserving because it is 
a fine e x a m p l e o f "ve rnacu la r " 
construct ion. The various lessees 

used w h a t e v e r w a s at hand for 
c o n s t r u c t i o n p u r p o s e s and t h e y 
were obvious ly well aware o f the 
merits o f recycling. (In the 1950's, 
for instance, a pine clad cottage from 
suburban O'Connor was t rucked in 
and u s e d as l i v i n g q u a r t e r s ) . 
Because construction methods and 
materials were somewhat "ad hoc" 
conserving the complex presents a 
h o s t o f p r o b l e m s and t h e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n P lan r e c o m m e n d s 
that the buildings should be allowed 
to "decay graciously". 

However, those of us who think 
t h a t t h e c o m p l e x h a s f a i r l y 
significant heri tage va lue bel ieve 
that although decay is inevitable it 
should not only be gracious but also 
as slow as possible. I feel sure too, 
that the Kosciusko Huts Association 
has similar feelings. 

NPA members have participated 
in several work parties at Tennent, 
and work undertaken has included 
removing white ants, attempting to 
cover the exposed pise walls, digging 
drains and resheet ing the garage 
w i t h s o m e t h i n g a l i t t l e l e s s 
env i ronmen ta l l y unfr iendly than 
asbestos sheeting. 

O n 23 and 24 November , 1996 
another work party was held and I 
believe that it was one of the most 
f ru i t fu l a s it h e l p e d b r i n g the 
complex to such a standard that the 
Parks and Conservation Service will 
soon be able to take Ranger-guided 
visitors there. 

When we arrived on the Saturday, 
Ranger Geoff Young presented us 
wi th what appeared to be a most 
formidable list of tasks. However, he 
also had all the equipment needed 



W A L K S 

to under take the var ious j o b s and 
under the watchful eyes o f Master 
Carpenter, Syd Comfort, and Master 
P l u m b e r , A l l a n R a e , a l l t h e 
apprentices worked wi th a wil l and 
by S u n d a y afternoon all the j o b s 
tha t Geoff h a d l is ted for u s were 
t icked off. T h e bulk o f the w o r k was 
on the woo l shed which w a s looking 
cons iderab ly w o r s e for wear , and 
al though it wouldn ' t be w i se to hold 
a woolshed dance in i t m o s t parts 
are cons iderably m o r e s table and 
secure. The 1950's cot tage was also 
secured, res tumped in p laces and 
g u t t e r i n g a n d d o w n p i p e s m a d e 
good . Whi l e all this w a s go ing on 
E l e a n o r S toda r t r e s u r r e c t e d the 
y a r d s a r o u n d the s h e e p d ip and 
O l i v e B u c k m a n r e m o v e d a 
mountain o f rubbish from under the 
woolshed. 

A p a r t f r o m t h e d e r e l i c t p i s e 
s t r u c t u r e t h e b u i l d i n g s a re 
reasonably stabilised, bu t there is 
still a lot o f w o r k to be done . The 
most urgent o f these tasks i s also at 
the woolshed. A t s o m e t ime a large 
part o f the s lab and corrugated iron 
t h a t m a k e s u p t h e w a l l s w a s 
r e m o v e d f r o m o n e s i d e and 
consequently the bui lding is open to 
both the weather and the entry of 
animals - ( and neither o f these will 
do m u c h good for the f loor that w e 
put so m u c h w o r k into) . In the very 
near future I feel that w e should 
assist the Parks and Conservat ion 
Service to appropriately fill in this 
gaping ho le . A s wel l as the usual 
offerings o f b rawn this j o b m a y also 
r e q u i r e a d e c e n t h e l p i n g o f 
carpentry skills and the Associat ion 
wou ld be m o r e than pleased to hear 
from anybody w h o wou ld b e wil l ing 
to assist wi th this undertaking. 

You will b e interested to hea r that 
w h i l e S t e p h e n J o h n s t o n e w a s 
sweeping out the 1950's cot tage he 
found an old envelope addressed to 
D o u g T h o m s o n and bearing a pre-
decimal currency stamp! 

L e n H a s k e w 

Beginners pack walk 
30 November 1996 -1 December 1996 

In the survey o f m e m b e r s conduc ted last year, a number o f responses 
expressed interest in a pack wa lk for beginners . The Walks Commit tee 
agreed to conduct such an event and I volunteered to lead the walk. 

The route selected w a s from the Smokers Trail car park down to the 
Orroral River (overnight) and on to the Orroral Gate the next day. This 
meant easy walking along a fire trail and an old 4 W D track. Importantly, it 
was only about 9-10 ki lometres a day and general ly tended down, thus 
avoiding steep climbs. It is an interesting walk , wi th good v iews, alpine 
forest, granite tors, wildflowers, frost hol lows, kangaroos and other fauna, 
and examples o f European sett lement. 

Seven of us started from the car park and wa lked on at a relaxed pace 
with ample stops for lunch and breaks. We arr ived at the Orroral River 
campsite in mid-afternoon. There we were jo ined by Gary, our driver, who 
took his bus to Orroral Gate and wa lked up the Cotter Hut fire trail to the 
campsite, and Alan, w h o had to w o r k during the day, bu t jo ined us about 
8.00pm. 

Some members of the par ty were day walkers w h o were want ing to try 
pack walking, other had pack wa lked many years ago (Scouts, etc.) and 
wanted to have the experience again. There were some w h o hadn't done 
either but were keen to start. Everyone had provided their own gear ( some 
hired) and neither I, nor the Commit tee had to lend anytiiing - although w e 
had offered to do so in the wa lk not ice. 

It was very windy w h e n we arrived at the campsi te but w e were able to 
f ind she l te red spots in t h e c l ea r ings us ing t h e t rees and shrubs as 
windbreaks. W e had a convivial evening discussing many topics and went 
to bed after 9.00pm. U p early the nex t morning and a stroll down the val ley 
among the many mobs o f kangaroos , reaching the bus in t ime to get home 
for lunch. 

Overall the walk was rated a success and everyone said they would take 
part again. I thought i t w e n t well and would be happy to repeat the event. 

David Large 

(There is another walk like this in the current program - Ed) 

Update on oral history project 
Last year, the Association decided that it wou ld be useful to gather 
information on the his tory o f the N P A through interviews and written 
accounts from past office bearers . To date, Ian Currie, Bill Watson, 
Charles Hill and R o b e r t S to ry have been in te rv iewed and Kevin 
Frawley has provided a detailed statement. Others have agreed to be 
interviewed but some wou ld like their memories helped by reference 
to minutes taken at commit tee meet ings. 

It is expected that interviewing wi l l cont inue throughout this year, 
building up the Association's records so that perhaps one day a book 
will be written about the his tory o f the A C T N P A and its influence on 
the environmental m o v e m e n t in Austral ia. 

Fiona MacDona ld Brand 



Party, Party, Party.... 
NPAXmas party 1996 

Fiona Brand decorating the Christmas Tree at Nil Desperandum. 
Photo by Len Haskew 

This was a very happy and busy 
event - I hardly had time to greet 
old fr iends and say hel lo to new 
faces! 

T h e venue for the Associat ion 's 
annual Chr i s tmas par ty w a s Nil 
Desperandum - an old homestead in 
the T idb inb i l l a N a t u r e Rese rve . 
Access is through private property. 
The homestead is not currently open 
to the public so it was with a feeling 
of curiosity and sense of privilege 
that w e assembled at 3. 4 or 5pm, 
outside the Nature Reserve Gates, 

to be led in convoys to our hidden 
refuge! 

John and I arrived rather early for 
the 4pm 'shift' but found the waiting 
a social event as cars pulled up and 
old f r i ends t u m b l e d ou t . A t the 
appointed hour committee members 
Max L a w r e n c e and Len Haskew 
arrived to escort us on the trail to 
Nil Desperandum. Initially the road 
climbed through dry paddocks with 
a n u m b e r o f ga tes h a v i n g to be 
un locked and re locked . We then 
entered the Reserve through a back 

gate and suddenly were in the cool, 
sun dapp led e n v i r o n m e n t o f tall 
fo res t w i th lush u n d e r s t o r e y ; a 
feeling o f refreshment enfolded us. 

The homes tead sits snugly in a 
small clearing and here refreshment 
of another kind was provided and 
w e were soon nibbling and sipping. 
M a t t h e w H i g g i n s , a w e l l - k n o w n 
local historian, looked appropriately 
b u s h m a n l i k e and d r o l l as he 
lounged against a verandah support 
and g a v e us an i n t e r e s t i ng and 
succinct history of the homestead. 
Barely had w e digested this when 
w e were off to see the sights, having 
been cautioned to be alert for snakes 
underfoot! 

T h e f i r s t s t o p w a s an old 
e u c a l y p t u s still, w h e r e Mat thew 
explained how this enterprise had 
operated for a time. Not far from this 
w e visited a small dam which had 

Mathew Higgins addressing 
members at Nil Desperandum. 
Photo by Barbara Comfort 



been created to provide the former 
residents wi th a pleasant summer 
swimming hole . T h e concrete plug 
had been pu l l ed so the re w a s no 
chance of be ing tempted for a quick 
dip bu t Clive Hurls tone, w h o had 
been a visi tor to the homestead in 
the days o f its occupation, assured 
us it had been a delightful spot. 

Nex t w e cont inued through grass 
and briars to a large paddock which 
had once produced an annual crop 
of oats for the homestead horses and 
n o w p roduced a c rop o f sneezing, 
eye-rubbing hayfever sufferers!! 

Final ly, o u r h is tor ica l t reasure 
hunt t o o k us through thick bush to 
a wel l concealed plantation - what 
could this secret crop be? Well, it was 
all qui te lega l - i t w a s enormous 
camellia, azalea and rhododendron 
bushes w h o s e dark, glossy foliage 
g l e a m e d w i th robus t heal th . T h e 
homestead had been resumed before 
a scheme to marke t mature plants 
reached fulfilment. 

The procession n o w ambled back 
to the homestead , chattering idly -
attention re laxed and unfocussed. 
Reg A l d e r le t out an exclamat ion 

Robin Miller conducting the Christmas auction. Photo by Clive Hurlstone 

and executed some fancy footwork 
w h e n he encountered a snake. 

P h e w ! tha t h a d all b e e n m o s t 
interesting and n o w w e were ready 
to relax and tuck into our picnics but 
wai t , an important event w a s about 
to commence - an auction of i tems 
donated by generous members ; the 
p r o c e e d s to t h e c o f f e r s o f t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e f a r e b e i n g 
auc t i oned inc luded p lan ts , w ine , 
h o m e - m a d e j a m s , s o m e beautiful 
handcraft and the red hot special -
a sketch o f the homes tead , deftly 

Old eucalyptus still at Nil Desperandum. Photo by Barbara Comfort 

drawn on the spot by talented NPA 
m e m b e r Chris de Bruine . 

P r e s i d e n t E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 
explained the rules for the auction. 
Other talents were n o w revealed as 
auctioneers, Robin Miller and Frank 
Clements, finding the initial bidding 
a little s luggish, engaged in some 
extravagant and colourful patter to 
incite a more reckless response from 
the c rowd. T h e y were aided from an 
unexpected quarter w h e n youthful 
voices called out "five" and "nine"-
A n d r e w and Peter Gatenby (aged 9 
and 4 respectively) had entered into 
the spirit o f things and enlivened 
the bidding considerably - business 
became brisk and entertaining! 

Tha t exci tement over, those with 
any s tamina left wen t charging up 
into the ranges wi th Mat thew on 
another historical foray - this t ime 
t o v i s i t t h e s i te o f an o ld koa la 
enclosure. 

A t dusk the last convoy assembled 
to be l e t o u f from Nil Desperandum 
after a mos t happy t ime together. 
T h a n k y o u , M a t t h e w , for t h e 
historical talk and tours and thank 
y o u , c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a n d 
helpers for organising such a varied 
and successful afternoon. 

Judith Webster 



Orroral Homestead - fifteen years of NPA involvement 

Her i t age W e e k , 1997 , wi l l h a v e 
more than its usual significance for 
b o t h N P A and its m e m b e r s . On 
S a t u r d a y 19 Apr i l E n v i r o n m e n t 
Minister Garry Humphries will give 
h : s o f f i c i a l ' "b l e s s ing" to t h e 
s u c c e s s f u l c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e 
r e s to r a t i on and s t ab i l i s a t i on o f 
Orroral Homes tead . Th i s project 
has occupied the thoughts, time and 
effort of successive Presidents of the 
Associat ion and a vast number o f 
members since the early SO's. 

The Orroral Valley was one of the 
first areas to be set t led south of 
C a n b e r r a . It is d i f f i c u l t to b e 
absolutely precise about the history 
of the Homestead as official records 
leave some puzzling gaps and the 
spelling of the proper ty name and 
i t s e a r l y o c c u p a n t s v a r i e s 
considerably. NPA m e m b e r s were 
v e r y a c t i v e in r e s e a r c h i n g the 
h i s to ry o f the h o m e s t e a d , par t 
icular ly the m e m b e r s o f the sub 
commit tee convened by Elizabeth 
Thompson in 1982. Subsequent ly 
Den Robin put a great deal of t ime 
into recording the results of this 
research. 

From this information and later 
research, it appears that Charles 
M c K e a h n i e acqu i red the si te in 
1849 and built the present building 
somet ime dur ing the 1860's from 
t imber mi l led nea r the site. The 
house was occupied until 1950 and 
from then on suffered considerable 
d a m a g e f r o m b e i n g u s e d as a 
s torage facili ty for both hay and 
junk and also from being accessible 
to g r a z i n g s t o c k a n d r o a m i n g 
wildlife. (The task of one of the early 
w o r k part ies was r e m o v i n g that 
h a y ! ) D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h e 
separate kitchen building collapsed 
a n d m u c h o f t h e m a t e r i a l i t 
contained was removed. 

In 1981 President, Ross Carlton, 
writ ing in the December Bulletin, 
spoke of the t ragedy it would be if 
the remaining building was allowed 
to s lowly collapse also. He wrote, 

"much of the physical evidence of 
our history has been lost and more 
will be lost in the future. In many 
places replicas are being buil t to 
replace colonial buildings."' He went 
on to say that "restoration of the 
main building would be an excellent 
l o n g t e r m p r o j e c t for t h e 
Association." 

Endless hours o f m e m b e r effort 
w e r e p u t i n t o a s u c c e s s f u l 
appl icat ion for an A C T Her i t age 
Committee Grant and the Orroral 
Homes tead Conse rva t ion Project 
w a s launched wi th "an energet ic 
work p a r t y on Sunday 10 October 
1982 . S o m e 30 p e o p l e a t t ended , 
i n c l u d i n g m e m b e r s a n d t h e i r 
families, architecture students from 
t h e t h e n C a n b e r r a C o l l e g e o f 
A d v a n c e d Educa t ion a l o n g wi th 
their lecturer Peter Corkery and 
architect Rick Butt . Also present 
w e r e a r c h a e o l o g i s t J o n a t h a n 
Winston-Gregson and prehistorian 
Valerie Chapman. This work party 
cleaned the homestead and tidied 
the site. 

Subsequen t Bul le t ins speak o f 
enthusiastic volunteers who "spent 
a very enjoyable day at work." Ross 
Carlton noted in one Bulletin that, 
"Although the project is proceeding 
a little more slowly than expected 
(due to factors outside our control -
c e r t a i n l y no t f r o m a n y l a c k o f 
enthusiasm on the part of members) 
it is p r o v i n g a g r e a t s o u r c e o f 
s a t i s f a c t i o n to m a n y a n d w i l l 
continue to do so for some time." 
P r o g r e s s , w h i c h s e e m e d s o 
promising at the beginning of the 
venture was delayed, in Ross's view, 
pr incipal ly by seeming ly endless 
s tudies by consu l tan ts . T h e r e is 
mention o f archaeological studies, 
conse rva t ion p l ans and the l ike 
which frustrated many members . 
I n d e e d , in D e c e m b e r , 1991 B o b 
Story wrote in the Bulletin that the 
Orroral Homestead project was a 
"dead weight that had been hanging 
around our neck for ten years." This 

commen t fol lowed up Reg Alder ' s 
article "A Decade of Neglect" in the 
p r e v i o u s B u l l e t i n . A l m o s t 
i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e 
p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e s e a r t i c l e s 
President Beverley H a m m o n d was 
ab le to w r i t e , "An e n t h u s i a s t i c 
R a n g e r h a s b e e n g i v e n the 
respons ib i l i ty for the h o m e s t e a d 
project ," and she w e n t on to ask 
interested people to register their 
will ingness to assist. 

Subsequent to this invitat ion, I 
w a s asked to c o n v e n e the w o r k 
p a r t i e s for O r r o r a l a n d I w a s 
i m m e d i a t e l y i m p r e s s e d b y the 
enthusiasm and skills o f so m a n y of 
our members . There was no need for 
any "arm twisting" - members were 
extremely generous with both their 
t i m e and e n e r g y . It is a l w a y s 
diff icul t to s ing le out pa r t i cu la r 
i n d i v i d u a l s w h e n so m a n y 
v o l u n t e e r e d s o w i l l i n g l y bu t I 
believe that the Association must be 
particularly grateful to Reg Alder 
not only for his willingness to attend 
all work part ies , but a lso for his 
k n o w l e d g e , ski l l s and i n g e n u i t y 
(and his wi l l ingness to p rov ide a 
veritable hardware store o f tools.) 
Fiona Brand was another stalwart 
f r o m the b e g i n n i n g a n d F r a n k 
Clements , Syd Comfort , Les Pyke 
a n d B e v e r l e y H a m m o n d w e r e 
"perennial" participants. Some work 
p a r t i e s w e r e c o n d u c t e d in 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i th the K o s c i u s k o 
Hu t s Assoc i a t i on and represen t 
a t i v e s f r o m t h e C a n b e r r a 
B u s h w a l k e r s also ass i s ted . NPA 
used some o f the grant m o n e y to 
employ a stone mason to reconstruct 
the o ld k i t chen c h i m n e y and to 
stabilise the chimneys and end walls 
o f the main bui ld ing. A g a i n it is 
a lmos t imposs ib l e to l ist all the 
tasks the Association undertook, but 
t h e f o l l o w i n g l i s t is a s a m p l e : 
replacing rotten timber and flooring, 
plaster ing internal wal ls , g laz ing 
doors and windows, removing soil, 
d i g g i n g d r a i n s , r e p l a c i n g g a b l e 



NPA outings program continued 

March 1997-June 1997 

25 May Sunday daywalk 2A/B 

Long Point Ref: Caoura 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 288 4171 

Meet at the net ball centre just past the Dickson traffic lights on Nonlibourne 
Ave at 8.00am. Drive to Long Point near Marulan, then walk down a crack 
into the gorge of the Shoalhaven. Excellent views of the river on the way down, 
lunch on a sandy beach, and then a long haul out. 2 5 0 kms, $50 per car. 

31 May Saturday daywalk 2A/B 

Southern Namadgi chimneys Kef: Colinton, Bredbo 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Martin Chalk Phone: 268 4864 (w), 2 9 2 3 5 0 2 (h) 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9.00am. Walk from Mi Clear campground 
to Potters and Chalkcrs chimneys, with possible side trip to the Long Flat. 
Return through open woodland and Horse Gully Hut fire trail. 130 kms, 
$26 per car. 

1 June Sunday daywalk 3 A 

Booroomba Rocks, Bushfold Flats Ref: WiHiamsdalc 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Col McAlister Phone 2884171 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Follow the Alpine Track from 
Booroomba Rocks carpark to Bushfold flats, visiting Read's and Russ's huts. 
Time and energy permitting, side trip to Booroomba Rocks for those 
interested. 60 kms, $12 per car. 

7 - 9 June long weekend packwalk 1D/F 

Snowball Ref: Snowball 1:25 0 0 0 
Leaders: Eric and Pat Pickering Phone: 286 2128 

From the Pikes Saddle/Dam pier Trig fire trail we shall explore the upper 
reaches of the Shoalhaven River. This does not appear difficult. Possible side 
trips to Wambagugga Swamp and Deua Peak. For details contact leaders 
before 30 May. 3 5 0 kms, $ 7 0 per car. 

7 - 9 June long weekend car camp 
Bournda National Pack Ref: Wolumla 1:25 0 0 0 

Leaders: Mick and Joan Kelly Phone: 241 2330 

Coast and forest walks and bird watching. A great place. Please contact leaders 
well ahead for details and bookings. 4 0 0 kms, $80 per car, plus camping fees. 



14 June Saturday special event lA 
Yerrabi Track Tentli Anniversary Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Reg Alder Phone: 254 2240 
Come ami enjoy a birthday w.ilk along our Yerrabi Track to l lie 1489 mer re 
Boboyan Trig. The walk is only A kms, and the 150 metre climb is rewarded 
by panoramic views of all ibe main features of Namadgi National Park - a 
great spur for a picnic lunch with your fellow NPA members. Meet at tlie 
Kambah Village shops at 10am. or it this does not suit, find your own way 
out. The Yerrabi Track carpark is on the right hand side of the Tharwa-
Adaminaby road, 8 kms past the end ol the bitumen at (Jiidgeiiby. 120 kms, 
$24 per car. 

15 June Sunday daywalk 2A/B/C/D 
Time travel in southern Namadgi Refs: Yaouk, Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Martin Chalk Phone: 268 4864 (w), 292 3502 (Ii) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Visit Brayshaw's Hut. Waterhole 
Hut, and Wcstermans Homestead. Will also look at border survey markers 
and old yards and fences. An opportunity to revisit these historic sites m a 
winter setting. 1 50 kms, $30 per tar. 

18 June daywalk 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Max Lawrence Phone: 288 1370 

The June edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader for 
details, which will be determined nearer die date. 

21 June Saturday daywalk 2A/B/D 
Mt Coree and Devils Peak Ref: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Matthew Higgins Phone: 247 7285 
Crunch frost in the northern Brindabellas this winter. We'll climb Coree 
from Blundcll's Arboretum, then walk to Coree Flats, climb Devil's Peak, 
then return to Blundells. Some history, a gootl deal of great native forest, 
excellent views from both peaks. .Steep climbs, about 14 kins. Book with 
leader, numbers limited. 90 kms, $ 1 8 per car. 



NPA outings program 
March 1997-June 1997 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping require

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 
ro site can he used for camping. B O O K EARLY 
W I T H L E A D E R . 

Oilier activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 
studies and ski tours. 

POINTS TO NOTE 

Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 
New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 
suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 
free to send in suggestions for outings to the associations office as soon as 
you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 
A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 
for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 
the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 
such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 
D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 
the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 
accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the ptogtam are 
approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradmgs 
Distance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 — 1 0 km ID 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 20 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, irack 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

O f e r c h Saturday daywalk 
^HHb'ard Creek Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 
Leader: Matthew Higgins Phone: 247 

A pretty relaxed (but sometimes steep) walk to one of our more remote arboreta 
in the Brindabellas. From the Mt Ginini car park we'll follow the track to the 
arboretum and have plenty of time to explore the stands of conifers, many 
dating from the 1940s. Then we'll go on ro the ruin of Stockyard Creek Hut, 
once used by foresters and brumby runners. Book with leader, numbers 
limited. 120 kms, $24 per car. 

9 March Sunday daywalk 
The Long Flat 
Leader: Steven Forst 

3 A 
Ref: A C T 1:100 000 

Phone: 251 6817 (h), 279 1326 (w) 
Meet at 8.30am at the Kambah Village shops. A fairly easy return walk from 
die Mt Clear campground along a fire trail for lunch at the southernmost 
gate in the ACT. The walk passes through some former grazing country and 
open forest before entering Long Flat, which is a sizable frost hollow alongside 
the Clear Range. Total walking distance around 15 kms, and there arc no 
steep climbs. 130 kms, $26 per car. 

8-9 March weekend packwalk 3 C / D / E 

Mounts Scabby and Kelly Refs: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 

and Yaouk 1:25 000 

Leader: Phil Gatenby Phone: 254 3094 

Contact leader by Wednesday 5 March. Walk from the Boboyan Pines to 

Sams Creek and M t Scabby. Climb Mt Kelly on the second day and return 

via Bogong Gap. A climb of over 800 metres on the first day (not for the 

unfit or beginners). 100 kms, $20 per car. 

8 - 9 March weekend canoe trip 
Durras Lake 

Leader: Kevin Frawley Phone: 2 8 2 2973 (h), 299 3995 (w) 

Easy paddling on a selection of Durras Lake and nearby lakes on the South 

Coast, north of Batemans Bay over two days, camping at a nearby caravan 

park. Birdlife and serenity are the main attractions. Suit beginners. BYO 

canoe or hire. Phone leader for details. Cost per car $100. 

15-17 March long weekend car camp 2 A / B / C / D 
Kiandra area Refs: Ravine 1:25 000, Cabramurra 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 281 4268 

Car camp at the very pleasant Three Mile Dam reserve. Day walks to suit the 
party to find indications of previous mining activity, to explore sub-alpine 
topography, to visit the Yarrangobilly escarpment and photograph some of 
the best snowgums in KNP. Phone leader for details. 3 5 0 kms, $ 7 0 per car. 

1 5 - 1 7 March long weekend canoe trip 
East Gippsland waterways 
Leader: Chris Bellamy Phone: 249 7167 (h) 

Croajingalong National Park just over the border in East Gippsland is just 
4 hours drive from Canberra. Using the lovely campsite on thcThutra River 
as a base, paddle on thcThurra, Mueller and Cann Rivers through pristine 
temperate rainforest, over 3 days. Lots of wildlife to enjoy, as well as lots of 
swimming spots to try. Hire or BYO canoes. Contact leader before Wednesday 
12 March. Cost per car $250. 

17 March Canberra Day 
A C T Alive 
Lawns opposite Old Parliament House 
Coordinators: Eleanor Stodart 281 5 0 0 4 

Clive Hurlstone 288 7 5 9 2 (h), 246 5516 (w) 
W e are asking members to help the NPA by calling in to our tent and spending 
up to a couple of hours answering questions about the Association and its 
aims, and about the display. You will also have die opportunity to see the 
other interesting stalls at this popular exhibition. 

19 March daywalk 

Wednesday walk 

Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4830 

The March edition of our scries of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 

for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

22-23 March weekend packwalk 2 A / C / D 

Rock Flats Ref: Corin Dam, Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 

Leaden David Large Phone: 291 4830 

Joint NPA/FBI walk. Phone leader for details/bookings. From Orroral gate 

follow fire trail to turnoff to Split Rock/Cotter Rocks, then on to Rock Flats 

for overnight camp. Sunday down to Rendezvous Creek and out to Nursery 

Swamp car patk. Total climb about 600m. Short car shuffle. This walk was 

described by Martin Chalk in Wild No 54. 80 kms, $16 per car. 

23 March Sunday daywalk 3B/E/F 
Stockyard Spur, Cotter River Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 2 8 6 2 9 8 4 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 7.30 am. Start at Corin Dam and climb to 
Stockyard Spur. Follow Stockyard Spur north and drop off down to Cotter 
River at a convenient point. Rock hop (maybe wet feet) back to Corin Dam. 
Exploratory for the leader - could be difficult along the river. Not for the 
inexperienced. 120 kms, $24 per car. 

28 - 31 March four day Easter packwalk 3D/E/F 
Wadbilliga National Park Ref: Powric 1:25 0 0 0 
Leaden Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 

A rugged circuit up Wadbilliga River, climb Mt Wadbilliga, and return along 
Queens Pound River. All offtrack with superb river scenery and a remarkable 
range of vegetation. Phone leader for bookings/enquiries before 21 March. 
4 0 0 kms. $80 per car. 

5 - 6 April weekend packwalk 2A/E 

Shoalhaven River lookouts Ref: Caoura 1:25 000 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 286 2984 

Contact leader by Wednesday for details. Starting at Long Point Lookout, 
descend 6 0 0 m to a campsite next to the Shoalhaven River in the vicinity of 
McCallums Selection. Follow river downstream to spur leading up to 
Badgcrys Lookout. Several river crossings involved. Short car shuffle. 
2 5 0 kms, $50 per car. 



6 April Sunday daywalk 
Grooves and paintings 

Leader: Frank Clements 

3A 
Refs: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 

and Yaouk 1:25 000 
Phone: 231 7005 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A 16 km walk mainly across the 
Gudgenby paddocks to the axe grinding grooves on Middle Creek, and then 
around the ridge to the Rendezvous Creek rock paintings. Return across the 
paddocks. 100 kms, $20 per car. 

7 -18 April ten day walk 
The Great South West Walking Track 
Contact: Syd Comfort Phone: 286 2578 
This track runs along the coast and rivers of Western Victoria between Nelson 
and Portland. Reports that this is a splendid walk have stirred Syd Comfort 
to organise a ten day walk there in autumn. If you are interested in joining 
the party, please contact Syd at the above number. 

12-13 April weekend packwalk 
Blue Gum Creek 

lAor2A 
Ref: Wee Jasper, Couragago 1:25 000 

2A;B/C 
Refs: Corin Dam 1:25 000, 

Williamsdale 1:25 000 
Leader; Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 

Walk down the uooroomha Creek section of the Alpine Track to camp by 
Blue Gum Ctcck. Two optional offtr.ick walks to Falcons Hill ,it the southern 
end of Booroomba property, ot the hill cast ol Booroomba Rocks. 
Alternatively, take an easy stroll through Bushfold Flats. Ring leader lor 
bookings/enquiries before Easter. 60 kms, $12 pet car. 

13 April Sunday daywalk 
Wee Jasper Nature Reserve 
H&H guidebook, brochures 
Leader; Max Lawrence Phone: 288 1370 

Meet at comet of Kucumbcnc Drive and Cotter Road at 8.30am. We will 
take the scenic drive to Wee Jasper via Uriarra. Mountain Creek and Sawyers 
Gully roads. Our easy walk will start from the village, and lollow the Hume 
and Hovell Track over the steepish ridge in Wee Jasper Nature Reserve- to 
James Fit zjMt rick Trackhead. Optional side trip to waterfall on Mt Wee Jasper. 
Options for return to the village include back the way we came, or back via 
the road (including by car if you wish!). 150 kins, $30 per car. 

16 April daywalk 
Wednesday waJk 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 286 2984 

The April edition of our scries of moni lily mid-week walks. Phone leader for 
details, which will be determined neater the date. 

19 April Saturday special event 
Official opening of Orroral Homestead restorations 
Contact: Max Lawrence Phone: 288 1370 

Help NPA and the Parks and Conservation Service celebrate this important 
occasion. Meet at the homestead at ] 0 00.tin lor the ollicial opening by the 
Minister at I0.30.im. Bring a picnic lunch and stay tin to enjoy the 
rejuvenation ol thisgreat heritage asset in our National Park 

iril Sunday daywalk 
| Box 

LcStier: Max Lawrence 

2C/ 
Ref: Yaouk 1:25 

Phone 28813 37D 

Meet at the Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A steep offirack climb up the 
southern side of Sentry Box from the Yaouk road, with time to explore the 
broad and expansive summit, including Sentry Box Rock. Some rock 
scrambling, and magnificent views. 180 kins, $36 per car. 

25-27 April long weekend packwalk 2AVB 
Qutlties Mountain Ref: CMW Budawangs 
Leader: Steven Porst Phone: 279 1326 (w), 251 6817 (h) 
Contact leader by Tuesday lor details ol two and a half day walk starting 
Friday (Anzac Day). Easy-medium walk with packs to a base camp on the 
Endnek River. Visit Quiltics Pass, the Bora Ground, and Round Mountain. 
A late lunch at Braidwood pub on Sunday. 340 kms, $68 per car. 

25 - 27 April long weekend packwalk 1 D/E/F 
Tuross River, Jillicambra Mountain Ref: Belowra 1: 25 000 
Leaders: Eric and Pat Pickering Phone: 286 2128 

Joint N PA/FBI walk. Take cars to junction of Tuross River and Woila Creek, 
and walk up the Tuross to a delightful campsite. Second day option of taking 
the 800 metre climb to Jillicambra Mountain with its splendid rock formations 
and views, or just enjoying the beautiful Tuross. Contact leaders before 18 April 
for details. Approx. 400 kins, $80 per car. 

28 April to 2 May car camp 
Monday to Friday car camp 
Leader: Gary Schneider Phone: 254 9801 

Joint NPA/FBI trip. Gary has a minibus capable of carrying up to 12 people, 
plus a trailer for camping gear. He would like to hear from anyone interested 
in a camping trip to one of the NSW National Parks, avoiding the busy 
weekends. Which Park will depend on the interest expressed, but might be 
Morton, Murramarang, Wadbilliga. South East, Eurobadalla, Jervis Bay. etc. 
For bookings/details phone Gary before 23 April. Shared cost will be calculated 
on the basis of up to 500 kms, plus camping fees. 

3 - 4 May weekend packwalk 2A 
Reedy Creek Refs: Colinton, Michalego 1:25 000 
Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4830 
An easy |iack walk designed especially (but not exclusively) for first-time 
packwalkers. The walk will start at either Mt Clear campground or Caloola 
Farm, and follow the Nans River along fire trails to its junction with Reedy 
Creek, where we will camp. Transport arrangements and costs to be advised. 
Phone leader early lor details. 

2A/D/F 
Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 

Phone: 241 2330 

4 May Sunday daywalk 
"The Ridge" 
Leader: Mick Kelly 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A chance to explore 'The Ridge" 
on the northern side of Nursery Swamp. From the Nursery Swamp tt.tck 
inverse out along ridge line to spot heights 1267 and 1248. Return to cars 
along southern side ol Nursery Swamp. Walk is mainly exploratory - be 
prepared lor thick sciub. etc 80 kins, $60 per car. 

10 May Saturday daywalk 4A/E 
The Castle Ref: CMW Budawangs, Corang 1:25 000 
Leaders: Phil and Leonie Bubb Phone: 248 6769 
Phone leaders early for details. This is a long and steep climb of 750 metres 
up the famous landmark of the Southern Budawangs, involving some rock 
scrambling. Not for the unfit, or for those with no head for heights. The 
reward is some of the best views to be found anywhere, lb ensure an early 
stall leaders propose to dtive down ant) camp at Yadboro on Friday evening. 
350 kms, $70 per car. 

11 Ma) Sunday daywalk 3A/B 
Mts Ainslie and Majura Ref: Canberra, Hall 1:25 000 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 

A figure eight circuit starting arid finishing at the War Memorial, visiting 
historic Mt Ainslie quarry, Ainslie and Majura summits and ridge, and the 
superb woodlands ol Majura horse paddocks and Campbell Park. Meet behind 
the War Memorial carpark at 8.30am. 

17 May Saturday daywalk 2A/D/E 
Yankee Hat (1447) Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Mick Kelly Phone: 24 1 2330 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30.im. From the Middle Creek side, 
climb Yankee Hat tut fine views of surrounding countryside. Expect some 
thick scrub, and some rocky outcrops io traverse. Ibnl climb of about 450 
metres. I I nine permits will take in rock paintings on return I c j j . 100 kms, 
$20 per car. 

18 May Sunday daywalk 2/A/B/D 
Following Mouat over Ginini and Gingera Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Matthew Higgins Phone: 247 7285 

This walk follows the ACT-NSW border, locating some oft be border markers 
installed by Harry Mouai's patty in 1914. Also two brumby yards will be 
seen. Beautiful snowgum forests, rocky outcrops, and some excellent views. 
About 15 Kms walking, much of it offirack, some steep climbs. Book with 
leader, numbers limited. 140 kms, $28 per car. 

21 May day walk 
Wednesday walk 
Leader: Col McAlisier Phone: 288 4171 

The May edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader (or 
details, which will be determined nearer the date 

24 - 25 May weekend packwalk 4A7C/E 
Mt Tarn Ref: CMW Budawangs, Corang 1:25 000 
Leader; Phil Gatcnby Phone; 254 3094 

Contact leader by Wednesday 21 May. A long walk partly on tracks from the 
Wog Wog entrance to the Budawangs. Spend Saturday night on top of Mt 
Tarn weather permitting. Some ruck scumbling will be involved. 250 kins, 
$50 per car. 

Oitlingf program continual on separate sheet 

http://I0.30.im


Orroral Homestead after the restoration. Note the restored stone kitchen chimney and the replaced gable timbers 
and replastered chimney on the homestead itself. Photo by Graeme Wicks 

t imbers, regrouting s tonework and 
a t tent ion to gu t t e r ings . A s we l l , 
m a n y m e m b e r s were i n v o l v e d in 
parts o f the c h i m n e y res to ra t ion 
when the Associat ion employed the 
stone mason. Our grant w a s finally 
acqu i t t ed w h e n w e a s s i s t e d the 
Parks and Conservation Service to 
employ a contractor to plaster the 
two house chimneys. 

The appointment of Peter Harm to 
the position o f Manager o f Namadgi 
certainly hastened the completion of 
t h e p r o j e c t . P e t e r s h a r e d o u r 
enthusiasm for Orroral and did all 
he could to assist us. W e mus t all be 
grateful for his commi tment as well 
as the commitment and assistance 
of his Rangers and pa rk workers . 
Special ment ion should b e made o f 
Craig Richardson who w a s so often 
"the meat in the sandwich" between 

the Association's expectations and 
the requirements and priorities o f 
the Parks Service. The collaboration 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
required b y this project has brought 
further significant benefits. I believe 
w e h a v e a l l g a i n e d a g r e a t e r 
appreciation o f each other's point o f 
view, have l e a m t a lot from each 
other and have also developed quite 
significant friendships. 

The Parks Service, well supported 
b y N P A s t a l w a r t s , r e c e n t l y 
c o m p l e t e d t h e t w o m a j o r o u t 
s t and ing tasks - the s e c u r i n g o f 
d o o r s a n d w i n d o w s a n d t h e 
provision o f adequate underground 
drainage. Ross Carlton's vision has 
been realised: - The Homestead sits 
we l l in t h e l andscape , its a rchi 
tectural and historical significance, 
p r e se rved for the t i m e be ing , at 

l e a s t . T h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associat ion can be justifiably proud 
of its efforts. 

I a m sure that all members w h o 
par t ic ipated in any w a y wi th the 
restoration wil l be mos t anxious to 
a t t e n d t h e " g r a n d o p e n i n g " 
ceremony. A n d I hope everyone else 
comes a long to see wha t has been 
achieved main ly through voluntary 
l a b o u r . T h e r e m i n i s c e n c e s t h a t 
those volunteers will undoubtedly 
swap, will add another dimension to 
t h e f o r m a l p r o c e e d i n g s ! W r i t e 
Saturday 19 Apri l in large letters in 
your diary and on the fridge door. 

(AH quotat ions in this article are 
from a relevant Bulletin. M y thanks 
to R e g A l d e r who did m o s t o f the 
research) . 

Len H a s k e w 



ACT PLAN 

The ACT Strategic Plan 1996 
In November 1995, the C o m m o n 
w e a l t h a n d A C T G o v e r n m e n t s 
formed a jo in t task force to prepare 
an A C T strategic plan which would 
set out pol ic ies and principles to 
g u i d e c h a n g e a n d to e s t a b l i s h 
priorities for the future of Canberra. 
T h e p l a n e v o l v e d d u r i n g 1996 
t h r o u g h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f an 
information paper, the preparation 
o f r e l e v a n t s t u d i e s and t h e 
undertaking of public consultation. 

T h e S t r a t e g y , p u b l i s h e d in 
December 1996 (without, however, 
the endorsement of the C o m m o n 
wealth Government) , is a statement 
of the A C T Government 's strategic 
direction for Canber ra . It differs 
from earlier plans with an emphasis 
on e c o n o m i c factors ra ther than 
physical structure. 

T h e Shape We're In 
In the past, Canberra's growth and 
d e v e l o p m e n t h a v e l a r g e l y been 
driven by three factors, namely, the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e n a t i o n a l 
capi ta l , p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h , and 
substantial public investment. N o w 
the situation has changed . Whi le 
the national capital will continue to 
e v o l v e , C a n b e r r a is n o w firmly 
established as the seat o f govern
m e n t o f t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h ; 
population growth has slowed and 
is likely to remain at a low level, 
and publ ic i n v e s t m e n t has been 
dramatically reduced. Public sector 
expendi ture has been restrained, 
e c o n o m i c g r o w t h h a s s l o w e d , 
unemployment has r isen and there 
is a s ignif icant gap be tween the 
costs of A C T Government facilities 
and services, and available revenue 
- the so-called affordability gap. The 
A C T is e x p o s e d to a p o s s i b l e 
significant economic decline with 
t h e p o t e n t i a l fo r a fall in 
environmental standards, lifestyle 
and prosperity. 

A Sustainable Future 
A viable and sustainable future will 
depend on an efficient and comp
e t i t i ve e c o n o m i c b a s e , p r u d e n t 

management of public finances and 
a c o m m i t m e n t to m a i n t a i n i n g 
agreed soc ia l , cul tura l and env
ironmental standards. The pr imacy 
o f address ing e c o n o m i c i ssues is 
accepted for if this is not successful, 
t h e o the r e l e m e n t s m a y n o t b e 
sustainable. 

Economic Strategy 
St rong economic g rowth requi res 
growth of demand from outside the 
local region and will be generated 
by the entrepreneurial activities o f 
the region's businesses. There is a 
need to diversify and expand the 
e c o n o m i c base so tha t i t is l e s s 
d e p e n d e n t o n C o m m o n w e a l t h 
act ivi ty but bui lds on Canber ra ' s 
strengths and its existing national 
and regional roles. 

The ACTs Urban Envelope. From 
Canberra: A Capital Future. 

Economic growth should be driven 
by a partnership between govern
m e n t and p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e in 
which private enterprise should be 
p r imar i ly respons ib le for inves t 
ment, employment and innovat ion 
and the A C T Gove rnmen t should 
provide an envi ronment in w h i c h 
business can flourish, and should 
facili tate the phys ica l and social 
infrastructure to support economic 
g r o w t h . T h e A C T G o v e r n m e n t 

should be the leader in charting a 
new economic direction for the ACT 
with the Commonwea l th Govern
ment remaining a key stakeholder. 

An important part of the Strategy 
is to move the image of Canberra 
from that of an isolated communi ty 
dominated by the Commonwea l th 
bureaucracy to that o f a place where 
business is welcome. The Strategy 
examines industry areas in the A C T 
appropriate for development. 

There will be a need for the ACT 
public fiscal position to be addressed 
on the s a m e t e rms as the o ther 
States. The termination o f trans
i t ional a r r a n g e m e n t s a s soc ia t ed 
with the move to self government , 
t h e i m p a c t o f C o m m o n w e a l t h 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g and t h e n e e d to 
finance future infrastructure are 
amongst matters to be faced. 

Social Equity 
The Strategy sets as its objective the 
promotion of fair access to housing 
and s e r v i c e s e s s e n t i a l to 
maintaining a decent lifestyle, and 
accepts the principles of a charter 
developed by the Commonweal th for 
the provision of government services 
which incorporates the principles of 
a c c e s s , equ i ty , c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s , e f f e c t i v e n e s s , 
efficiency and accountability. 

There will be a need to monitor 
Canberra 's populat ion to identify 
c h a n g e s in r e q u i r e m e n t s , and 
because of resource constraints, it 
w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y to e x a m i n e 
innovative approaches to financing 
w h i c h shou ld i n c l u d e e x p l o r i n g 
par tnersh ip approaches wi th the 
private sector and the community. 

Ecological Integrity 
T h e o b j e c t i v e i s s e e n as the 
d e l i v e r i n g o f a s a f e , l i v a b l e 
e n v i r o n m e n t and a c l e a n and 
healthy natural environment. The 
Strategy sees the A C T Government 
as r e s p o n s i b l e fo r s e t t i n g an 
e x a m p l e in s o u n d m a n a g e m e n t 
p r a c t i c e and for c o n s i d e r i n g 
e c o l o g i c a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e 



A C T PLAN 

development issues in government 
initiatives. Communi ty consultation 
a n d c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o t h e r 
j u r i s d i c t i o n s a r e i m p o r t a n t 
components o f the Strategy. 

In this area, the Strategy includes 
a number o f specific measures, some 
be ing the continuation o f existing 
p r o g r a m s s u c h as s u p p o r t o f 
L a n d c a r e a n d P a r k c a r e , w h i l e 
others in t roduce changes such as 
the introduction o f n e w legislation 
t o r e f o r m e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n 
a g e m e n t in t h e A C T a n d t h e 
i n t e g r a t i o n o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p l a n n i n g w i t h t h e U r b a n 
Development Program. 

Regional Partnership Strategy 
The Strategy points out the need to 
recognise and develop the role of the 
A C T wi th in sou th ea s t e rn N S W 
and, in par tnership w i th govern
m e n t s i n t h e r e g i o n , s e e k s to 
m a x i m i s e t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s fo r 
sus ta inable g r o w t h and effect ive 
resource m a n a g e m e n t . Increased 
collaboration wi th the 17 shire and 
city councils in the region is planned 
w h i c h w o u l d invo lve coord ina ted 
work on projects that would benefit 
the region. 

Canberra's Physical Structure 
Within the 10-15 year t ime frame o f 
the Strategy, all demand for urban 
growth is expected to b e m e t within 
t h e c u r r e n t u r b a n e n v e l o p e . 
D e m a n d for res iden t ia l d e v e l o p 
m e n t is e x p e c t e d to e m p h a s i s e 
locations close to major centres and 
t r a n s p o r t r o u t e s . H o w e v e r , t h e 
resultant residential intensification 
wil l b e pursued in a manner that 
r e c o g n i s e s t h e s p e c i a l u r b a n 
amenity o f some areas. Because o f 
the reduced need for a land bank for 
u rban deve lopment , the t e rms o f 
many rural leases wil l be extended 
to provide incentives for better land 
care practices. 

To provide greater certainty about 
the future, early action is proposed 
to confirm or abandon proposed road 
corridors. John Dedman Parkway is 
identified as the first major road to 

b e buil t . Canberra's city core, and 
subsequent ly the town centres, wil l 
be transformed in an enterprising 
a n d m u l t i u s e w a y p r o v i d i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s for b u s i n e s s e s to 
locate in them. 

T h e S t r a t e g y c o n f i r m s t h e 
pr inciples o f the National Capital 
Open Space Sys tem and proposes 
that: 
• the costs of maintenance o f nature 

r e s e r v e s m a y b e e a s e d b y 
encouraging the deve lopment o f 
c o m m e r c i a l r e s o r t and tour i s t 
activities within them. 

• the Open Space concept m a y be 
ex t ended by incorpora t ing n e w 
areas in locations related to urban 
expansion, such as Jerrabomberra 
Creek, and 

• p u b l i c o p e n s p a c e s h o u l d b e 
m a n a g e d and deve loped on the 
basis o f whole-of-life costings and 
in a manner consistent wi th the 
essential l a n d s c a p e " character of 
the established areas. 
B e y o n d t h e 1 0 - 1 5 y e a r s t i m e 

frame, the next development area is 
l i k e l y t o b e J e r r a b o m b e r r a / 
Symonston, provided land capability 
and environmental impact studies 
are favourable. 

Implementat ion 
A central aspect o f implementing the 
Strategy is the establishment o f a 
partnership between governments , 
business , national institutions and 
the communi ty and to this end, the 
S t r a t e g y iden t i f i es a n u m b e r o f 
m e c h a n i s m s to fac i l i ta te c o l l a b 
oration. For priority actions set out 
in the report, an Action Plan is being 
d r a w n u p w h i c h w i l l p l a c e 
responsibil i ty for each action with 
an A C T G o v e r n m e n t depar tment 
a n d s e t o u t t a r g e t d a t e s a n d 
report ing procedures. This will be a 
publ ic document . 

T h e r e w a s a d e a l o f p u b l i c 
c o m m e n t about the Strategy w h e n 
it was released before Christmas but 
m u c h m o r e a r g u m e n t c a n b e 
e x p e c t e d i n c o m i n g w e e k s . T h e 
Strategy is yet to be debated in the 

L e g i s l a t i v e A s s e m b l y a n d t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h has ye t to declare 
i ts posi t ion o n t h e report . In the 
m e a n t i m e , the S t r a t egy is b e i n g 
r e f l e c t e d in A C T G o v e r n m e n t 
ac t ions . E x a m p l e s o f this are the 
cur ren t considerat ion o f the John 
D e d m a n P a r k w a y a n d t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a t a sk force to 
rev iew rural l and management . 

Canberra: A Capital Future. 
Publ ished by the A C T Government , 
December 1 9 9 6 , 9 8 pages. Available 
f rom A C T Shopfronts. 

Syd Comfort 

P A R K W A T C H 

Deep forests within 
and without Japan 
tour 
J a p a n w i t h o n l y 2% o f t h e 
w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s t h e 
greatest consumer o f imported 
t imber. Over 9 0 % of Australia's 
w o o d c h i p s g o t o J a p a n , t h e 
average Japanese person being 
unaware that m u c h of the paper 
they are us ing originates from 
Australia 's o ld growth forests. 
T h e R a i n f o r e s t I n f o r m a t i o n 
Cent re in Canber ra wishes to 
s t r e n g t h e n l i n k s w i th ind iv 
iduals and groups in Japan on 
the subject o f g lobal forests and 
sees this as an ideal campaign 
fo r the W i l d e r n e s s Socie ty to 
link wi th . 

A t t h e e n d o f the d a y t h e 
b o t t o m l ine in p ro tec t ing the 
wor ld ' s r e m a i n i n g wi lderness 
and the entire p lanet i tself is in 
d ras t ica l ly r e d u c i n g c o n s u m 
ption. A t the end o f this month , 
Anja Light and L ima Kimura 
wi l l be visi t ing Japan with the 
" D e e p F o r e s t W i t h i n a n d 
Wi thout tour" wh ich wil l carry 
t h i s m e s s a g e as i t s c e n t r a l 
t heme . 

A C T W i l d , S u m m e r 1996 . 



Around Ginini 
Colin McAlister's December walk to 
Mt Gingera "the easy way" included 
a walk through places of interest at 
Mt Ginini guided by Ian McLeod. 
Ian had recently accompanied 
Matthew Higgins in his search in 
this area for the original border 
survey marks. Here is Ian's 
description of features at Ginini. -
Editor 

T h e cleared s t r ip runn ing up Mt 
Ginini from the carpark was a ski 
run cleared by the R M C Ski Club in 
the early 1950s. The site o f the R M C 
ski lodge is about three quarters of 
t h e w a y u p t h i s r u n , w i t h a 
magnif icent v iew to the east and 
south east . A g r o u p o f Canbe r r a 
Alpine Club skiers buil t a small hut 
here in the late 1940s. The R M C Ski 
Club bought it and the lease in 1951 
and in the next two years put up 
buildings able to accommodate more 
t h a n 30 p e o p l e . H o w e v e r , t h e 
authori t ies were concerned about 
the health implicat ions o f the site, 
w h i c h w a s in t h e C o t t e r w a t e r 
supply ca tchment . Al so , t ime and 
vandal ism took their toll, and the 

bui ld ings were r emoved in 1969, 
leaving the levelled area where they 
had been and some stunted pine and 
apple trees. 

An old brumby yard a few hundred 
metres along a former ski run on the 
s o u t h e r n s i d e o f M t G i n i n i is 
unusual in two ways . Instead o f the 
usual saplings, it is made of fencing 
wire and wire netting, forming an 
enclosure 4 or 5 metres square. It is 
also a salt yard. An opening about a 
metre wide was left in the enclosure; 
this could be closed by a gate - in 
this case , wi re ne t t ing rol led up 
a round a shor t log and fas tened 
above the opening. Salt was left in 
the yard. When a brumby, attracted 
by the salt, entered the yard, a trip 
r o p e r e l e a s e d t h e g a t e . N o t as 
exciting as trying to run brumbies 
into a wing yard, but less risky for 
the men and their horses. 

F r o m the ya rd , a r o u g h t rack , 
worn by use, goes a long the A C T 
border down the southern side o f Mt 
Gin in i . Severa l h u n d r e d m e t r e s 
down it is a border marker placed 
by the border surveyors in 1915. A 

short ga lvanised steel p ipe filled 
wi th concrete wi th a nai l or bolt 
embedded in it marks the survey 
station. A l o c k s p i t ' , a line of rocks a 
metre or two long on each side of the 
pipe indicates the direction to the 
a d j o i n i n g s u r v e y p o i n t s . T h e 
d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n s u r v e y po in t s 
depended on the terrain; generally 
it was between 100 and 200 metres, 
but some are as close as 50 metres 
and a few are over 400 metres apart. 

Historian Mat thew Higgins has 
recently completed a heritage proj ect 
to find and documen t the border 
markers from Mount Coree (the start 
of the survey) to the Boboyan Road. 
Unfortunately, many of the markers 
were destroyed when a firebreak was 
bulldozed along the northern part of 
the border. Near most o f the survey 
points a tree was marked ' C T above 
a broad arrow above the identifying 
number of the survey point. As the 
survey was done 80 years ago, most 
of these trees have disappeared, but 
Matthew rediscovered several, some 
w i th the ma rk still in ve ry good 
condition. 

Ian M c L e o d 

Plant regeneration at 
Googong Dam 
It was interesting to be involved with the Friends of Googong D a m 
and Ranger, David Whitfield, in potting up very small native plants 
which have been raised from seeds collected in the dam area. 

David is most enthusiastic about the scheme which grows plants 
to help regenerate the previously grazed, degraded land. Also, there 
are enough plants to g ive to other groups in Queanbeyan for 
planting along the waterways and in other areas. Needless to say, 
a good native scrub cover of the land would prevent soil erosion 
and siltation of the dam. 

It was a case o f many hands make light work when five o f us 
pot ted up about 250 seedl ings in two hours , one morn ing in 
December. 

Fiona MacDonald Brand 

The potting sheds, ranger station, Googong Dam. 
Photo by Reg Alder 



P A R K W A T C H 

Bob Carr: you ought'a be congratulated - for now 
Bob Carr has made a good start on 
the world class forest reserve system 
h e p r o m i s e d fo r N S W . T h e 
wilderness part of the decision and 
t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e D u n p h y 
Wilderness Fund are outstanding. 

So is the temporary logging ban, 
pend ing f inal envi ronmenta l and 
economic assessments over three 
quarters o f a million hectares o f old 
g r o w t h , r a i n f o r e s t r e m n a n t s , 
e n d a n g e r e d spec ies h a b i t a t and 
other high conservation forest areas 
m o s t l ike ly needed for a rese rve 
system. 

B u t m a n y conse rva t ion i s t s are 
deeply worr ied that the decision is 
fa ta l ly f l awed b y p r o m i s i n g long 
term t imber supply at levels which 
a r e n o t s u s t a i n a b l e o n c u r r e n t 
information. These reserve security 
promises can only be m e t by logging 
t h e r e s e r v e m o r a t o r i u m a re s , 
immediately in some cases. After the 
announcements , both indust ry and 
the u n i o n s v o w e d to r e c l a i m the 
mora tor ium areas. 

L o n g t e r m t i m b e r s u p p l y 
a g r e e m e n t s m u s t h a v e a r ev i ew 
c l a u s e t o p e r m i t a d j u s t m e n t on 
conserva t ion informat ion and the 

a c t u a l r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e , 
otherwise the decision is probably 
a sham, and will haunt Bob Carr's 
Government . 

There are other major concerns 
a b o u t e l e m e n t s o f t h e d e c i s i o n 
which N P A and other conservation 
g r o u p s h a v e t a k e n u p w i t h the 
Government . 

B o b C a r r s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y b e 
congra tu la ted , for now, bu t s tay 
t u n e d - t h e f o r e s t c o u n t d o w n 
campaign has a long w a y to go . 

Na t iona l Pa rks Journa l o f NSW, 
D e c e m b e r 1966 

Hands off the prom! 
Storey Hall was filled to overflowing 
on Sunday 1 December wi th more 
than 8 0 0 p e o p l e o f all ages and 
walks o f l ife vo t ing unan imous ly 
that the developments for the Prom, 
in d ra f t p l a n s r e l e a s e d b y t h e 
n a t i o n a l P a r k s S e r v i c e b e 
abandoned. . . 

The proposals to which the V N P A 
objects are: 
• 150 b e d 3-s ta r f u l l y s e r v i c e d 

l i censed " lodge" ( read ho te l ) at 
T i d a l R i v e r fo r c o m m e r c i a l 
operation. 

• 45 bed serviced "guided wa lke r 

accommodation" lodge in a remote 
area o f Tidal River for commercia l 
operat ion. 

• A w a l k i n g circuit incorpora t ing 
n e w t racks from Waterloo Bay to 
t h e L i g h t h o u s e a n d f r o m t h e 
Lighthouse to Oberon B a y " c o m 
m e r c i a l l y s e r v i c e d " b y f o u r 
" c o m m e r c i a l h u t s " ( o r a l t e r 
n a t i v e l y t en t c a m p s ) at H o m e 
Point, H o m e Cove, Ha l fway Hut 
and Oberon Bay. 

• A d e c i s i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 
l i g h t h o u s e t r a c k t o a w a i t 
" f i n a l i s a t i o n o f m a n a g e m e n t 

arrangements for the Lighthouse" 
including "adequate access. The 
V N P A says this t rack should no t 
b e extended and should remain 
for walkers only. 

• The concept o f "intense d e v e l o p 
ment" in a greatly expanded area 
of Tidal river. 

People Ca r ing for Na tu re . Vol 15 
N o 11 December , 1966 . 

The Victorian Government has 
recently withdrawn some of these 
proposals - Editor 

B u l l e t i n W o r k i n g G r o u p 

Since 1 9 8 9 , the Bu l l e t i n has b e e n p r o d u c e d for the 
A s s o c i a t i o n b y G r e e n w o r d s b u t n o w , c h a n g e d 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , m a i n l y f i n a n c i a l , h a v e c a u s e d the 
commit tee to look at alternatives. A Bullet in Working 
Group, made up of NPA members , has been formed and 
was involved in pubhshingthis issue although Greenwords 
still undertook layout and preparation for printing. In the 
light o f this experience, the procedures for publ ishing 
future issues will be re-examined. 

The w o r k o f members in the production o f this issue has 
been very valuable but i f any other members w o u l d like to 
become involved in any capacity, I would be pleased to hear 
from them. 

Syd Comfort 
Convenor, Bulletin Working Group 

Ministers sign new Alps 
agreement 
O n 28 N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 6 , t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h , 
V i c t o r i a n , N e w S o u t h W a l e s a n d C a p i t a l 
Territory Environment Ministers re-affirmed their 
commitment to co-operative management in the 
Austral ian Alps national parks by re-signing the 
Memorandum of Understanding 10 years after the 
original agreement was made. The agreement now 
i n c l u d e s t h e r e c e n t l y d e c l a r e d B r i n d a b e l l a 
Nat ional Park, the mos t nor ther ly o f the A lps 
parks. A Strategic Plan covering the three years 
to 1999 was also released. 



Pigs first arrived in the A C T via a 
truck accident (so the story goes) 
near the southern border in 1959. 
They had spread to "Bobeyan" the 
following year. In 1964, they were 
seen in the Gudgenby area and in 
the Orroral valley in 1967. By the 
mid 1970s t hey had r eached the 
Cotter valley. 

The genes i s o f the cu r ren t pig 
control program at Namadgi was in 
work done by C S I R O in the 1970s 
and 80s w h e n a variety of research 
projects were carried out and data 
was collected from a large number 
o f r a d i o - c o l l a r e d a n i m a l s . T h e 
scenario driving the research was an 
a t t e m p t to e l i m i n a t e an 
hypothet ical outbreak o f foot and 
mouth disease. The technique killed 
9 1 % o f t h e c o l l a r e d p i g s . A 
helicopter was used to access remote 
areas and the kill was increased to 
96-99%. 

The Namadgi park-wide control 
p rogram c o m m e n c e d in 1987 and 
has been carried out annually, in 
May, except for 1990. The program 
util ises the large ne twork o f fire 
trails within the park to distribute 
bait. The bait is soaked wheat used 
in 1kg p o r t i o n s . F r e e f e e d s 
(unpoisoned baits) are dropped at 
100m intervals along the trails. The 
location of each bait is marked with 
paint sprayed on to the trail. The 
baits are checked daily for around 
two weeks . 

If a free feed has been taken by a 
pig (which can be de te rmined by 
tracks, etc.) a poison bait is laid and 
covered with leaf litter. The poison 
used is warfarin (active ingredient 
in R a t s a k ) w h i c h i s an 
a n t i c o a g u l a n t . P o i s o n ba i t s are 
r e p l a c e d t h r e e t i m e s , as 3 k g o f 
poisoned wheat constitutes a lethal 
dose. At the end of the program all 
remaining poison baits are collected 
for safe disposal. A hel icopter has 

been used in conjunction with the 
trail baiting program to gain greater 
coverage in some areas of the park 
bu t t h i s c o m p o n e n t w a s n o t 
completed last year. 

The scope of the program can be 
gauged from figures for 1996.A total 
of n e a r l y 3 ,400 free feeds w e r e 
placed. Around 1,500 poison baits 
were t aken g iv ing a ve ry r o u g h 
estimate of 500 pigs poisoned. 

The program as it currently runs 
is very successful. J im Hone from 
the University of Canberra has been 
monitoring pig numbers by means 
of an index since 1985. He monitors 
a series of plots at regular intervals 
a n d n o t e s t h e p r e s e n c e o f p i g 
rootings (pigs regularly rip up the 
ground when they feed ) and pig 
dung. His results show a marked 
decline in both of these indices. The 
p e r c e n t a g e o f p l o t s c o n t a i n i n g 
r o o t i n g a n d d u n g p r i o r to 
commencing the program were 20-
30% and 3-6% respectively. These 
have been reduced to less than 10% 
for rooting and 2% for dung. 

These results suggest that w e are 
reducing the number o f pigs within 
the park . So . . .why do w e control 
pigs? Wha t sorts of impacts are they 
having? The impacts include: 

• disturbance of the soil which may 
allow weeds to establish; 

• selective grazing - eating the same 
plant species until it disappears; 

• competition with native species for 
resources; 

• reducing wTater qual i ty through 
wal lowing and removal of plant 
cover; 

• predation on small animals and 
ground nesting birds and 

• social impacts including negative 
impacts on visitors and "positive" 
impacts on pig hunters. 

However, it is very important to 
r ecogn i se that there is a lack o f 
detailed knowledge o f the effects o f 

pigs in the Australian environment. 
The basic object ives for the p ig 

control program at Namadgi are to: 
• main ta in the levels o f envi ron

mental impact caused by pigs and 
to s u p p o r t r e s e a r c h w h i c h 
ident i f ies and quant i f ies t hese 
impacts; 

• m a i n t a i n l o w r a t e s o f p i g 
e m i g r a t i o n t o n e i g h b o u r i n g 
properties; 

• m a i n t a i n low f r equency o f p i g 
sightings by visitors and; 

• ma in ta in low a t t rac t iveness o f 
Namadgi to pig hunters. 

T h e p i g p r o g r a m is en te r ing an 
a d a p t a t i o n p h a s e . O p t i o n s fo r 
change inc lude discont inuing the 
use o f a helicopter, using a different 
bait, utilising bait stations rather 
f ree f e e d i n g a l o n g t r a i l s , a n d 
reducing the frequency o f the full 
program. The park is adopting an 
expe r imen ta l m a n a g e m e n t a p p 
roach to the p ig p r o g r a m w h i c h 
i n v o l v e s m a k i n g sma l l c h a n g e s 
g r a d u a l l y and m o n i t o r i n g the i r 
effects. With this w e hope to not only 
m a i n t a i n a s t r o n g p i g c o n t r o l 
p r o g r a m b u t to i m p r o v e i ts 
efficiency. 

Craig Richardson 
Ranger, Namadgi National Park 

ACT ALIVE 
Monday 17 March on 
Lawns of Old Parl iament House 
R e f e r to O u t i n g s P r o g r a m for 
details. 

Orroral Homestead 
Official Opening 
Saturday April 19 
R e f e r to O u t i n g s P r o g r a m for 
details. Don't miss it! 

Feral pig management in Namadgi 
National Park 



W A L K S 

Midweek walks resumed 
In October, Colin McAlis ter led the first o f a new-
series o f midweek walks by taking us on a gentle 
walk at Mulligans Flat. From the north west side 
o f the Gundaroo Road w e walked towards One 
Tree Hill for extensive v iews back over Canberra. 
We located an early survey marker and those 
wi th a taste for fungal fruits came a w a y wi th 
something in the daypack. 

In November , David Large led a g roup a long 
the fire trail from Smokers Gap to the Orroral 
River crossing. This was a warm day bu t very 
pleasant in the dappled shade and provided a 
close encounter with a pair o f black cockatoos . 
B y p o p u l a r r e q u e s t , M i k e S m i t h t o o k t h e 
December wa lk to Compo Canyon and managed 
t o f i n d an i n t e r e s t i n g w a y to c r o s s t h e 
Queanbeyan River. 

I'm looking forward to some more m i d w e e k 
interludes in '97. 

Syd Comfor t 

Crossing the Queanbeyan River on Mike 
Smith's midweek walk. Photo by Max 
Lawrence 

Farewell Diane Garrood 
The A C T Parks and Conservat ion 
S e r v i c e l o s t o n e o f i t s m o s t 
experienced and dedicated officers 
when Diane Garrood res igned late 
last year to take up a posi t ion with 
t h e N e w S o u t h W a l e s N a t i o n a l 
Parks and Wildlife Service. 

Diane had been with Parks and 
Conservation for about 10 years and 
rose to become Manager o f Nature 
Conservat ion Services. 

She began her career as a ranger 
at Jervis Bay and is reftirning to the 
s o u t h c o a s t a s N o w r a D i s t r i c t 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t . T h e D i s t r i c t 
i n c l u d e s M o r t o n , B u d a w a n g , 
B u d d e r o o a n d M a c q u a r i e P a s s 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s o n t h e e a s t e r n 
e s c a r p m e n t , B u n g o n i a S t a t e 
Recreation Area further inland and 
Murrain arang on the coast. 

The NPA general meet ing on 21 
N o v e m b e r last yea r unan imous ly 
passed the following motion: "That 
NPA expresses its deep appreciation 
to Diane Garrood for her long service 
to A C T p a r k s and r e s e r v e s , he r 

wil l ingness to mee t wi th us anywhere and anytime, and her fundamental 
appreciation o f the pr imary role o f nature conservation in our parks and 
reserves". 

Meanwhile , another officer w h o has had a lot o f contact wi th the NPA, 
Greg Hayes, has returned to Parks and Conservation after serving as District 
Manager Tumut wi th the N S W National Parks and Wildlife Service for 
14 months . 

Peter Hann, Dianne Garrood and Craig Richardson at Diane's farewell 
function. Photo by Len Haskew 



BOOKS 

Book review 
Moth hunters of the Australian 
Capital Territory: Aboriginal 
traditional life in the Canberra 
region, by J o s e p h i n e F lood , self-
published, N o v e m b e r 1996. (price 
$12.00) 

As described by the author, Jo Flood, 
former Director o f the Aboriginal 
E n v i r o n m e n t B r a n c h o f the 
Austral ian Her i tage Commiss ion , 
th is b o o k l e t " g i v e s a sho r t des
cription of traditional Aboriginal life 
in the south-eastern highlands or 
southern uplands o f Australia". The 
text is a revised version o f a short 
account she prepared in the 1980s 
for t h e t h e n D e p a r t m e n t o f 
A b o r i g i n a l A f f a i r s , b u t n e v e r 
published. 

Only 44 pages long, this booklet 
t e l l s o f A b o r i g i n a l l i fe b e f o r e 
E u r o p e a n s e t t l e m e n t and o f the 
disastrous effects o f whi te contact. 
T h o u g h shor t , it is p a c k e d wi th 
information, the subject headings 
ranging from languages and social 
organisation, to food quest, burial 
cus toms , c lo th ing and habi ta t ion 
a n d on to c o n t a c t h i s t o r y and 

Aboriginal communit ies o f the A C T 
today. It is claimed to be the most 
up to date account o f Abor ig ina l 
t rad i t iona l life and s i tes in the 
C a n b e r r a r e g i o n , and is a v e r y 
welcome addition to the history of 
the region. 

According to the author, Canberra 
lay at the junct ion of three tribal 
terri tories: T h e N g u n a w a l o f the 
Southern Tablelands, the Ngar igo 
o f t h e M o n a r o T a b l e l a n d s a n d 
Snowy Mountains, and the Walgalu 
o f t h e T u m u t V a l l e y a n d h i g h 
country east to the Murrumbidgee . 
T h e popu la t ion in t h e a rea w a s 
n e v e r v e r y n u m e r o u s and w a s 
quickly reduced by the effects o f 
E u r o p e a n se t t l ement , e spec i a l l y 
con tag ious d i seases , from 1820s 
o n w a r d s . B y t h e e n d o f t h e 
nineteenth century the last tribal 
people o f both the Ngunawal and 
the Walgalu had died, and by 1914 
the last of the Ngarigo. Radiocarbon 
dating of a rock shelter at Birrigai 
in the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve 
revealed that the site had been used 
as a camping place for 21,000 years. 

T h e r e s e e m s to b e a g e n e r a l 

pauci ty o f information/photographs 
on these local Aboriginals . It will be 
interesting to see how much space 
is al lowed for them in our Canberra 
C u l t u r a l C e n t r e w h i c h is be ing 
quietly set up in the North Building 
in Civic at the moment or in the 
m u c h mooted National Museum on 
whichever site it's finally built. 

I have one complaint about this 
book, it has neither an index nor a 
list o f contents. When I was trying 
to p ick u p a quick quote for this 
review, I found I had to go back 
through the book page by page. A 
contents page listing headings and 
the i r p a g e n u m b e r s w o u l d have 
been a great help. 

A short, easy-to-read book, Moth 
Hunters o f the A C T is a must for 
anyone interested in the cultural 
heritage o f the Namadgi National 
Park and nea rby regions. Take a 
c o p y w i t h y o u on y o u r n e x t 
packwalk up into the hills. 

( A v a i l a b l e f rom Wal and Joan 
Costanzo, 7 Ebden St, Ainslie, ACT 
2602 (tel. 06 248 6146) or from A N U 
Co-Op Bookshop. 

Babette Scougall 

P A R K W A T C H 

Beecroft bombardment 
Despite its efforts to preserve the Beecroft Peninsula, ACF's Shoalhaven 
Branch was horrified to learn of the proposal to expand military activities 
there with the "Operation o f Australian Defence Force Aerial Target 
System" in December, 1997. Beecroft Peninsula will be the site for the 
launch of rocket-boosted vertical take-off planes (drones) towing targets 
for missiles fired from ships at sea. The hot rocket casings present a 
serious fire risk to vegetat ion already suffering frequent fires associated 
wi th Defence activities. 

There are various plans for the recovery o f the drones. One involves 
pa rachu t ing the d rones back to land in the hea th hab i ta t o f the 
threatened ground parrot. In another it wou ld plunge into the waters o f 
Jervis Bay off Long Beach, an area o f seagrass beds. Where possible 
t owe d targets w o u l d b e recovered from the wa te r s nea r Beecrof t 
Peninsula. 

T h e p l a n s to e x t e n d m i l i t a r y o p e r a t i o n s p o s e a s i g n i f i c a n t 
environmental threat to the area. 

Habi ta t , Vol 24 N o 6 D e c e m b e r 1996 

New Members as at 
1 February 1997 

John and 

Clare Lord and family 

Christ ine Owen 
Dan and 
Carol Dawes 

Helena Havu 

David Haskew 

Paul Dalgleish and 
Jo-Anne Clancy 

Fadden 

Ainslie 

Macquarie 

Pearce 

Tuross Head 

Rivett 

Simon Mil lar Kingston 

Tony and Fiona Coles Garran 

Edward F leming O'Malley 

Helen O'Brien Curtin 



Best bushwalks in Kosciusko National Park 
Best bushwalks in Kosciusko 
National Park by Harry Hill, 
Kangaroo Press 95pp $14.95 

Harry Hil l , w h o is wel l k n o w n to 
many N P A members as guide, teller 
of bush y a m s and campfire cook, has 
walked extensively in Australia, as 
well as N e w Zealand, Switzerland, 
Canada, U S A , and Britain, firmly 
believes that walking in Kosciusko 
National Park is at least the equal 
o f any other of these scenic places, 
and h e h a s wr i t t en th is b o o k to 
encourage Aust ra l ians to see and 
app rec i a t e w h a t is in t he i r o w n 
c o u n t r y . H e h a s c h o s e n t o 
concentrate on the northern section 
of the Park ( t h e less visited section). 
M o s t o f the wa lks are access ible 
f r o m t h e S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
H i g h w a y and other wel l surfaced 
r o a d s , a n d i n d e e d c o u l d b e 
at tempted as day excursions from 
Canberra. On the other hand most 
w a l k s b e g i n c lose to p o p u l a t i o n 
cen t res w h e r e a c c o m m o d a t i o n is 
a v a i l a b l e a n d s e v e r a l c o u l d b e 
undertaken from a base camp. All 
are day walks ranging from a couple 
o f easy hours to full day excursions 
of 18 k i lomet res or so wi th s o m e 
s teep and r o c k y ups and d o w n s . 
Ha r ry g u i d e s w a l k e r s a l o n g fire 
trails, foot pads , across tussocky 
m e a d o w s , t h r o u g h s t a n d s o f 
m a g n i f i c e n t s n o w g u m s , a l o n g 
creeks and through gorges . Every 
walk has a major focal point which 
could be a magnificent v iew or a site 
o f h i s to r i c in teres t . In add i t ion , 
H a r r y e n l i v e n s t h e w a l k w i t h 
discussions o f wildlife, vegetation, 
r e g i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n and , m o s t 
interestingly, personal anecdotes. 

All the described walks begin with 
a n o t e a b o u t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 
topographical map , as wel l as what 
walkers wi l l see and cover, and so it 
is ve ry easy to make an informed 
choice as to which walks should be 
undertaken. Al l wa lk descriptions 
are accompan ied by two maps ; a 
detai led "mud map" showing the 

route and salient reference points 
and a (no t to s ca l e ) s k e t c h m a p 
showing the general topography o f 
t h e a r e a . T h e n f o l l o w t w o 
descriptions o f the w a l k - a longer 
general description o f wha t is seen, 
w h a t is h i s t o r i c a l l y s i gn i f i can t , 
some personal anecdotes and other 
matters o f interest ing detail, and 
s h o r t e r m o r e c o n c i s e d e t a i l e d 
directions referring to numbers and 
other information on the mud-map . 
Some o f Harry's descriptions are a 
l i t t le i d i o s y n c r a t i c b u t w i t h t h e 
c o m b i n a t i o n s o f i n s t r u c t i o n s 
walkers should have little, i f any, 
difficulty reachingthei r destination 
(or returning to their cars) . Anyone 
w h o h a s u sed H a r r y ' s e x c e l l e n t 
w a l k i n g gu ide t o t h e H u m e a n d 
Hovel l Track wi l l rea l ise that h i s 
instruct ions and descr ip t ions are 
really ve ry user-friendly. 

Altogether Har ry describes 18 o f 
his favourite wa lks and the book is 
e n r i c h e d w i t h 2 6 c o l o u r 
photographs as wel l as 37 m a p s . 
There is information on base c a m p 
sites and road access points as wel l 

as a d d r e s s e s and con tac t p h o n e 
numbers for a var ie ty o f convenient 
accommodat ion. 
Har ry ' s e n t h u s i a s m for, and h i s 
appreciation o f the area is evident 
r ight throughout the book and this 
makes for a good read. I am sure 
t h o u g h t h a t h e w o u l d b e m o s t 
d i s a p p o i n t e d i f t h e b o o k d idn ' t 
inspire the armchair walker to don 
boots and T-shirt and tackle some 
o f the described walks . 

Len Haskew 

Cottage to let 
Mallacoota - M u d brick cottage 
available. Sleeps 6-8. Adjacent 
bush /beach . E a s y to w a l k to 
t o w n . A b u n d a n t birdlife and 
wi ld l i fe . Ideal base camp for 
c o a s t a l w a l k s . R e a s o n a b l e 
rates. Contact Barbara or Chris 
de B r u i n e ( 0 6 ) 2 5 8 6 4 7 8 ( w ) 
(06) 258 3531(h) . 

H I M A L A Y A N 
Holidays 

TUTreLLiiHj Company 

11 Lonsdale St, Braddon, ACT 

Ph: (06) 257 6494 Fax: (06) 257 "2963 

email: dastrek@ozemail.com.au 

If you enjoy an informal 
style of travel to out of the 
way places, meeting the 
local people, eating the 
local foods, and learning 
of a culture so different 
from your own, come 
travel with us. 
We go to the regions we 
know well and where 
many of us have spent 
much of our life - Mohan 

. be. No: 225/02 

mailto:dastrek@ozemail.com.au


Calendar 
E v e n t March April May June 

Bulletin Working Group Meet ing Tues 1 

Commit tee Meet ing T h u r s 6 Thurs 3 T h u r s l Thurs 5 

Namadgi Sub-commit tee meet ing Tues 25* Thurs 8 Thurs 26* 

A C T Alive Mon 17 

General Meet ing Thurs 20 Thurs 17 Thurs 15 Thurs 19 

Orroral Homestead Opening Sat 19 

Environment Sub-commit tee meet ing Tues 25* Tues 22 Thur 22 Thurs 26* 

* Jo in t N a m a d g i and E n v i r o n m e n t m e e t i n g 

F u r t h e r D e t a i l s 
Commit tee Meet ings - Eleanor Stodart 281 5004 (h) 
Namadgi Sub-commit tee - Robin Miller 281 5314 (h) 
Environment Sub-commit tee - Stephen Johnston 254 3738 (h) 
A C T Alive - refer to Out ings Program 
Orroral Official Opening - refer to Outings Program 
Bulletin Working Group - Syd Comfort 286 2578 (h) 
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National Parks Association of the A C T 
P O Box 1940 W o d e n A C T 2606 
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General meetings 
Held at 8pm, Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 
Thursday 20 March: Land of fire and ice. Judy Webster will share with us her experiences of trekking in Iceland. 

Thursday 17 April: New additions. A representative from the southern zone of the NSW NP&WS will tell as about 
the new national parks that have been declared in the area near us. He will discuss conservation problems and what 
the service has achieved. 

Thursday 15 May: Karakoram and the Western Himalayas. Eleanor Stodart will talk about trekking up the 
Baltoro Glacier to view K2, the world's second highest mountain, and trekking in North India among greener moun
tains. 

Thursday 19 June: A Pinch of time: a naturalist's musings. We all think about time; how we do so in relation to 
environmental matters both creates and resolves problems. An Australian natural history exploration, both light-
hearted and serious, specifically designed for the NPA by Ian Fraser. Ian is a local naturalist, author, broadcaster and 
educator. 

Thursday 17 July: Tidbinbilla Before the Nature Reserve. Local author and historian, Matthew Higgins, will 
speak on the life and times of the settlers at Tidbinbilla early this century. 


