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NPA BULLETIN 

President's foreword 
I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e A G M in 
Augus t I set off to go t rekking in the 
Karakorum in Pakis tan and in the 
Ind ian H i m a l a y a s , l e a v i n g C l ive 
Hurls tone to act as president . It w a s 
m y f i r s t v i s i t t o A s i a a n d a 
chal lenging exper ience , bu t also a 
wonde r fu l o n e . I t h ank Cl ive for 
act ing as pres ident in m y absence . 

The Draft M a n a g e m e n t Plan for 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k h a s b e e n 
released. Interested groups , such as 
Pa rkca re , C O G and o thers , w e r e 
invi ted to a mee t ing organised by 
R a y P o l g l a z e a n d c h a i r e d b y 
K a t h r y n M a x w e l l , p r e s i d e n t o f 
C C S E R A C . T h a t h a s s t a r t e d a 
process o f consultation which should 
m e a n that our response wil l be very 
s ignif icant . T h e m e e t i n g bui l t on 
l iaison be tween N P A and Parkcare 

groups begun by the Env i ronmen t 
Subcommit tee . 

In the last i ssue o f the Bulletin 
I drew attention to the fact that N P A 
is current ly work ing at a s izeable 
l o s s . S o m e m e m b e r s u n d e r ­
standably are concerned that w e are 
delving into reserves. I wou ld l ike 
to reassure all m e m b e r s tha t the 
commit tee has thought th rough the 
implicat ions , bu t the opportuni t ies 
o f the coming yea r to c o m m e n t on a 
n u m b e r o f draft m a n a g e m e n t p lans 
affecting Canberra parks wil l not b e 
r e p e a t e d . S t e p h e n J o h n s t o n 
addresses the cha l lenge before us 
m o r e fully on page 5. 

T h e cost o f the research officer is 
fully covered by gove rnmen t grants 
and donat ions . Other g o v e r n m e n t 
grants contr ibute to the runn ing o f 

the off ice a n d p r o d u c t i o n o f the 
Bulletin. T h e s e g r a n t s a r e u n ­
certain. W e feel that it w o u l d b e a 
m i s t a k e to c u t f u r t h e r i n t o t h e 
running o f the office until (and if) 
a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . H o w e v e r , 
s o m e vo lun tee r he lp in the office 
could give Dianne t ime to do j o b s she 
currently does no t m a n a g e to fit in. 
W e wil l be cut t ing the cost o f the 
Bulletin, hopeful ly wi th little loss in 
s tandard, bu t here again w e need 
s o m e commi t t ed vo lun tee rs i f the 
cuts are to be effective. W e also need 
a v o l u n t e e r to t a k e c h a r g e o f 
promot ional activit ies such as our 
stall at A C T Al ive . So , I wou ld l ike 
to hear from you! M y phone n u m b e r 
and those o f all commit tee m e m b e r s 
are in the front o f this Bulletin. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

President's report 1995-96 
Presented at the annual general 
meeting on 15 August 1996 
Dur ing 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 N P A cont inued to 
w o r k to its a ims and object ives. In 
t h i s r e p o r t I h a v e g r o u p e d t h e 
activities u n d e r t h e f ive a ims and 
object ives. 

1) Promotion of national parks and 
of measures for the protection of 
fauna and flora, scenery, natural 
features and cultural heritage in 
the Australian Capital Territory 
and elsewhere, and the res­
ervation of specific areas. 

This aim covers our response to 
the Draft M a n a g e m e n t P lan for the 
M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r C o r r i d o r . 
NPA's research officer, Ray Polglaze, 
and the Environment Subcommit tee 
headed b y S tephen Johnston, put a 
l o t o f t i m e i n t o t h i s p ro jec t . O u r 
response m a y be s u m m e d up as a 
r e q u e s t fo r m o r e s p e c i f i c m a n ­
agement goals for the protect ion o f 
flora, fauna and scenery, to flesh out 
the general po l i cy s ta tements . 

N P A h a s a l s o p r e p a r e d s u b ­
missions on the proposals for logging 
and road ing in t h e B o b o y a n p i n e 
p l a n t a t i o n in N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
P a r k , a n d o n t h e p r o p o s a l s f o r 
rehabilitation o f the area. Aga in R a y 
Po lg laze pu t in va luab le w o r k o n 
this project, wi th considerable input 
from the N a m a d g i S u b c o m m i t t e e 
headed by Rob in Miller. 

N P A m e m b e r s have also a t tended 
w o r k p a r t i e s i n N a m a d g i , c o ­
ordinated by Len H a s k e w from N P A 
and Cra ig R i c h a r d s o n f rom A C T 
Pa rks and C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e . 
T h e m o r e recent w o r k par t ies have 
p r o v i d e d a t as te o f w h a t w i l l b e 
n e e d e d as t h e B o b o y a n r e h a b ­
il i tation goes ahead, wi th removal 
o f pine wi ld ings in the area and the 
mark ing of rabbi t war rens ready for 
blast ing and r ipping. 

After upg rad ing o f f i retrai ls on 
O ' C o n n o r R i d g e , N P A m e t w i t h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m P a r k s and 
Conservation. A s a result w e had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y to c o m m e n t o n 

p r o p o s a l s f o r o t h e r p a r t s o f 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k , s o m e 
restoration w o r k wil l be carried out, 
and Parks and Conse rva t ion wi l l 
i m p r o v e g u i d e l i n e s fo r f i r e t r a i l 
m ainten ance. 

On the cultural heritage front, this 
yea r has at last seen the end o f a 
mara thon effort b y NPA m e m b e r s 
a n d P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S e r v i c e , w i t h the r e s t o r a t i o n o f 
Orroral Homes t ead comple te . 

Fur ther afield, the Env i ronmen t 
S u b c o m m i t t e e i s f o l l o w i n g t h e 
p r o p o s a l s f o r d e v e l o p m e n t a t 
Perisher, Kosc iusko Nat ional Park, 
ready to prepare a submiss ion w h e n 
the plans and environmental impact 
s ta tement are m a d e publ ic . 

2) Interest in the provision of 
appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

Outdoor recreat ion areas form an 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e D r a f t 
M a n a g e m e n t P lan for the Mur r ­
u m b i d g e e R i v e r co r r i do r , and o f 
NPA's response to the draft p lan . 



President's report continued 

N P A also m a d e a submiss ion to 
the Legislat ive Assembly 's Standing 
C o m m i t t e e o n P l a n n i n g and the 
E n v i r o n m e n t o n t h e p r o p o s e d 
capital w o r k s p rogram, in order to 
emphas ise that plarming of camp­
grounds needs to b e part o f a total 
e n v i r o n m e n t a s s e s s m e n t r a t h e r 
t h a n a s e r i e s o f i n c r e m e n t s i n 
response to demand . 

3) Stimulation of interest in, and 
appreciation and enjoyment of 
such natural phenomena and 
cultural heritage by organised 
field outings, meetings or any 
other means. 

N P A continues to perform strongly 
in t h e s e a r e a s . O v e r t h e y e a r , 
o u t i n g s i n c l u d e d s e v e r a l w i t h 
specific objectives - a nature ramble 
of Black Mounta in , a his tory drive 
th rough the Monaro , a his tory tour 
o f T i d b i n b i l l a , a C E L a n e P o o l e 
memor ia l bushwalk , and a tour o f 
Canberra 's r emnant grasslands - as 
wel l as m a n y wa lks to jus t enjoy the 
b u s h a n d t o e x p l o r e C a n b e r r a 
Na tu re Park . T h e m e m b e r survey 
conducted in June showed a demand 
for a range o f wa lks from easy to 
c h a l l e n g i n g . M a x L a w r e n c e , as 
c o o r d i n a t o r , i s m e e t i n g w i t h 
cons ide rab le success in p rov id ing 
the var ie ty requested. I thank M a x 
and all members w h o c o m e forward 
as l e a d e r s . W i t h o u t t h e m t h e 
p rogram could not begin. 

A t g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s , s p e a k e r s 
have addressed a variety o f topics 
f r o m g l a c i a t i o n in t h e S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s to t h rea t ened spec ies 
legislation, from the international 
R a m s a r c o n v e n t i o n to the loca l 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k a n d 
Queanbeyan ' s areas o f conservat ion 
va lue . M o s t ta lks have a lso been 
reported on in the Bulletin so that 
m e m b e r s no t able to a t tend have 
been kept informed. 

T h e Bulletin's v a l u e to m o s t 
members was demonst ra ted by the 
response to the m e m b e r survey. It 
has cont inued to provide a range of 
articles wh ich s t imulate interest in 

na tura l p h e n o m e n a and cu l tu ra l 
he r i t age . T h e r e h a s b e e n s u c h a 
range that it m a y give the w r o n g 
idea to single out any one, but the 
descript ion o f the A lp ine Track in 
the ACT, divided in three sect ions, 
is wor th ment ioning. Aga in I thank 
all t h e c o n t r i b u t o r s , a n d R o g e r 
Green and Nicci Haynes o f Green 
W o r d s , w h o s e e f fo r t s m a k e t h e 
Bulletin such a success . 

4) Cooperation with organisations 
and persons having similar 
interests and objectives. 

NPA's s u b m i s s i o n on t h e Draf t 
M a n a g e m e n t P l a n f o r t h e 
Mur rumbidgee River Corr idor w a s 
p r e p a r e d in c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 
several A C T groups , in par t icular 
with the Conservation Council o f the 
South East Region and Canberra . 
N P A h a s h a d m e e t i n g s w i t h 
C C S E R A C and P a r k c a r e g r o u p s 
abou t the u p g r a d i n g o f t racks on 
O 'Connor Ridge, and current ly the 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b c o m m i t t e e and 
R a y P o l g l a z e a r e w o r k i n g on 
increas ing d ia logue be tween N P A 
and Parkcare groups . 

5) Promotion of, and education for, 
conservation, and the planning of 
landuse to achieve conservation. 

NPA cont inues act ively to educate 
about and promote conservation and 
e d u c a t i o n a b o u t i t t h r o u g h t h e 
Bulletin and the speaker p rogram 
at g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s , as c o v e r e d 
earlier in this report . 

O n e area whe re w e have not ye t 
s e e n a p o s i t i v e r e s u l t is in t h e 
r e p l a c e m e n t o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t 
Consul ta t ive Commi t t ee . T h e E C C , 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
f r o m N P A , a d v i s e d t h e A C T 
Min i s t e r for the E n v i r o n m e n t on 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ma t t e r s i n c l u d i n g 
t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f p a r k s a n d 
reserves. W e have received several 
assurances from the minister that 
the replacement commit tee is be ing 
o rgan ised bu t w e h a v e yet to see 
a n y t h i n g t a n g i b l e . T h e l a c k o f 
a d v i c e t o t h e m i n i s t e r is o f 

part icular concern at a t ime w h e n 
m a n y g o v e r n m e n t f u n c t i o n s , 
including the m a n a g e m e n t o f parks 
and reserves , are be ing extensively 
reorganised. 

In o r d e r to s u p p o r t the a b o v e 
p r o g r a m , N P A h a s a p r a c t i c a l 
business side. The value o f the office 
m a n a g e r t o N P A ' s e v e r y - d a y 
f u n c t i o n i n g w a s a m p l y d e m ­
ons t r a t ed ea r l i e r th is y e a r w h e n 
M a u r e e n B lackmore res igned whi le 
on l e a v e s o tha t w e h a d a spe l l 
wi thou t a m a n a g e r and then wi th a 
temporary manager . T h e part- t ime 
position o f office m a n a g e r provides 
va luable cont inui ty and suppor t for 
the vo lun ta ry commi t t ee m e m b e r s , 
f r e e i n g t h e m f r o m m a n y t i m e -
c o n s u m i n g r o u t i n e d u t i e s a n d 
enab l ing t h e m to c o n t i n u e NPA's 
w i d e - r a n g i n g p r o g r a m s . I t h a n k 
Dianne Bost jancic for her work as 
office m a n a g e r since Apri l . 

M a n a g e m e n t o f the accounts is an 
i m p o r t a n t bus ines s funct ion ably 
carried out by the treasurer, Mike 
Smi th . H e wi l l present his repor t 
later. Here I d raw attention to the 
fac t t h a t N P A r a n a t a l o s s for 
1 9 9 5 - 9 6 and w e expect a loss again 
t h i s y e a r . A f t e r a b u i l d - u p o f 
reserves largely as a result o f the 
g e n e r o s i t y o f A la s t a i r Mor r i son ' s 
suppor t for the b i rd book, w e have 
t h e r e s o u r c e s to c a r r y t h e l o s s . 
However , w e must turn the accounts 
a round in a f ew yea r s , e i ther by 
increasing regular sources o f income 
or by curtai l ing activity. 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s b y m a n y o t h e r 
m e m b e r s k e e p N P A act ive. I men­
t i o n t h e r e g u l a r r e c o r d i n g o f 
m i n u t e s , for w h i c h I t h a n k M a x 
L a w r e n c e , and t h e p r o v i s i o n o f 
s u p p e r s at g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s for 
which I thank Adr i enne Nicholson. 
M a n y o t h e r m e m b e r s h a v e a l s o 
played a par t in the Genera l Com­
mittee, N a m a d g i and Env i ronment 
Subcommi t t ees and in less formal 
ways . I thank you all. 

E l e a n o r S t o d a r t 



The challenge before us 
Over the next 12 to 18 mon ths the 
m a n a g e m e n t d i r e c t i o n s w i l l b e 
l a rge ly d e t e r m i n e d for the A C T ' s 
na tu r e p a r k s and r e s e r v e s for at 
least the next 10 years . 

T h i s u n p r e c e d e n t e d p e r i o d o f 
i n t e n s e a c t i v i t y c o m e s w i t h t h e 
r e l e a s e o f t h e d r a f t p l a n s o f 
m a n a g e m e n t for: Canber ra Nature 
Park, Tidbinbi l la Na tu re Reserve , 
the lower Molong lo , Terri tory Lakes 
and G o v e r n m e n t Horse Paddocks , 
the finalisation o f the m a n a g e m e n t 
p l an for the M u r r u m b i d g e e River 
Corr idor , r ev i ews o f the N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d G o o g o n g 
Foreshores m a n a g e m e n t plans , and 
the fire m a n a g e m e n t p lan for the 
w h o l e territory. 

T h e N P A and its m e m b e r s have a 
vital role to p lay in this process : to 
t ry to ensure that the m a n a g e m e n t 
o f this r emarkab le na tura l estate 
w h i c h occupies m o r e than ha l f the 
t o t a l a r e a o f t h e A C T p r o p e r l y 
safeguards its na ture conservat ion 
values . 

In p r e p a r i n g t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
b u d g e t for 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 , t h e G e n e r a l 
C o m m i t t e e d e c i d e d t o d r a w o n 
r e s e r v e s to e n a b l e t h e r e s e a r c h 
officer to coo rd ina t e and p repa re 
r e s p o n s e s t o s o m e o f t h e d ra f t 
m a n a g e m e n t p l ans . I t w a s n o t a 
d e c i s i o n t a k e n l i g h t l y . B u t w e 
r e c o g n i s e d t h a t th i s i s a c r i t i ca l 
p e r i o d in w h i c h w e m u s t do o u r 
u tmos t to inf luence the ou tcomes , 
consis tent wi th the first pr inciple o f 
the Associat ion 's const i tut ion. Once 
the m a n a g e m e n t p lans h a v e been 
f i n a l i s e d a n d a p p r o v e d b y t h e 
Legislat ive Assembly , the scope for 
significant changes in m a n a g e m e n t 
p r a c t i c e s w i l l b e c o n s i d e r a b l y 
r e d u c e d i f i t can be a r g u e d tha t 
those pract ices are consis tent wi th 
the plans . 

Clear ly , w e c a n n o t c o n t i n u e to 
d r a w o n o u r l i m i t e d f i n a n c i a l 
reserves . Our task wou ld b e made 
cons iderably easier i f m o r e people 
w e r e p r e p a r e d to v o l u n t e e r thei r 

t i m e to assis t in our e n d e a v o u r s . 
W h e n too m u c h is left to too few, w e 
s imply cannot b e as effective as w e 
w o u l d l ike to be , o r need to be . 

You do no t need to b e an exper t in 
s o m e branch o f ecological sc ience to 
m a k e a con t r ibu t ion . I f y o u h a v e 
even passing knowledge and interest 
in the ACT ' s parks and reserves , y o u 
shou ld b e ab le t o , and i n d e e d b e 
motivated to, examine and c o m m e n t 
o n t h e i r p r o p o s e d f u t u r e 
managemen t . 

I f y o u h a v e e v e n a g l i m m e r o f 
interest in he lp ing fulfil the crucial 
goals o f your Associat ion, please r ing 
our office on 2 8 2 5813 , l eave y o u r 
name and te lephone n u m b e r and w e 
will get back to y o u promptly. 

The messages emerg ing from the 
t w o d r a f t m a n a g e m e n t p l a n s 
a l r e a d y r e l e a s e d are m i x e d . T h e 
N P A has applauded the draft p lans 
f o r t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 
C o r r i d o r ( M R C ) a n d C a n b e r r a 
N a t u r e P a r k ( C N P ) f o r t h e i r 
consistent recognition o f the pr imacy 
o f n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n w h i c h i s 
evident in m o s t sect ions. T h e N P A 
is never theless concerned tha t the 
d r a f t s p u t f o r w a r d a s e t o f 
m a n a g e m e n t p r i n c i p l e s w i t h o u t 
enough clear prescr ipt ions. 

U n l i k e t h e 1 9 8 6 N a m a d g i 
Na t iona l P a r k p l an and p l ans for 
m a n y nat ional parks and reserves 
t h r o u g h o u t A u s t r a l i a , t h e dra f t 
p lans lack specifics and therefore do 
not provide a sufficiently clear guide 
as to h o w the 29 componen t par ts o f 
the M R C and C N P will b e m a n a g e d 
in future. 

The official response has been that 
o u r e x p e c t a t i o n s a re un rea l i s t i c , 
that to provide the prescr ipt ive level 
w e bel ieve necessary w o u l d b e too 
cost ly and delay finalisation o f the 
plans by s o m e years . 

The credibili ty o f this response is 
s e v e r e l y c o m p r o m i s e d b y t h e 
fol lowing considerat ions . 

• Inquir ies , s tudies and draft p lans 
o n t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r 

Corr idor have been accumula t ing 
s ince at l eas t 1981 and shou ld 
h a v e p r o v i d e d a m o r e t h a n 
a d e q u a t e b a s i s fo r t h e s o r t o f 
de t a i l ed p l a n p r e f e r r e d b y t h e 
NPA. 

• The C N P m a n a g e m e n t p lann ing 
process c o m m e n c e d seven yea r s 
ago. 

• De ta i l ed m a p s are ava i lab le on 
each o f the 24 C N P uni ts a long 
w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t b o d y o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e i r e c o l o g i c a l 
va lues inc luding the N P A report 
b y K e v i n F r a w l e y , T h e 
Conservation of Remnant 
Woodland and Native Grassland 
in the ACT, t h e N C D C r e p o r t 
Vegetation of the Ainslie-Majura 
Reserve, the N C D C / N C P A S i t e s of 
Significance Reports and a very 
comprehensive 1972 managemen t 
plan for the then B lack Moun ta in 
Reserve . 

• I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e l i m i t e d 
a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f u n d s , a n d t h e 
sound m a n a g e m e n t pr inciples set 
out in the draft p lans , p lann ing 
prescript ions for each o f the M R C 
and C N P units need no t have been 
voluminous nor so restrict ive that 
an appropr ia te level o f manage ­
m e n t discret ion w a s reduced. 

• T h e NPA's approach is consis tent 
w i t h t h a t a d o p t e d f o r o t h e r 
reserves and parks r ight a round 
A u s t r a l i a . I f o t h e r s t a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t s and loca l counc i l s 
can achieve the level o f specificity 
necessary vrithin l imited budgets , 
w h y can't the A C T ? 

The N P A will therefore cont inue 
to p u s h for p r o p e r m a n a g e m e n t 
p l a n s , n o t s e t s o f p l a n n i n g 
principles. W e will nevertheless also 
s trongly suppor t the broad thrust o f 
t h o s e p r inc ip l e s w h i c h r e c o g n i s e 
that the needs o f recreat ion mus t fit 
in w i t h n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
requi rements , no t the reverse . Th i s 

continued on page 6 



The challenge before us 
continued from page 5 

is p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t and 
l a u d a b l e in t h e f a c e o f an 
Aust ra l ia -wide push in national 
p a r k s a n d r e s e r v e s f o r c o n ­
c e s s i o n s f o r p r i v a t e t o u r i s t 
operators , r emova l o f hmita t ions 
on access for vehicles and horses, 
and cons t ruc t ion o f large-scale 
accommoda t ion facilities. 

After all the hard-won battles 
t o a c h i e v e p r o t e c t i o n f o r 
i m p o r t a n t n a t u r a l a r e a s , t h e 
s t r u g g l e i s n o w i n c r e a s i n g l y 
turning to preventing those areas 
f rom b e i n g c o m p r o m i s e d . T h e 
threat is real and wel l advanced 
in o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . A r e c e n t 
edition of The Economist reported 
on a w a r n i n g f rom t h e Inter­
nat ional Un ion for the Conser­
vat ion o f Nature to the Canadian 
G o v e r n m e n t t h a t the f a m o u s 
Banff Nat ional Park might lose 
i ts W o r l d H e r i t a g e s t a t u s i f 
commercia l development was not 
te rminated . 

T h e N P A is not and never has 
b e e n o p p o s e d t o r e a s o n a b l e 
v i s i to r acces s . T h e Assoc i a t i on 
was , after all, responsible for the 
const ruct ion of the Yerrabi Track 
t o B o b o y a n T r i g w h i c h h a s 
enabled thousands o f people o f all 
ages and physical capabili t ies to 
s e e t h e b e a u t i f u l , s u b a l p i n e 
wood lands o f Namadg i and the 
m a g n i f i c e n t p a n o r a m a o f t h e 
territory's highest mountains. We 
have also been involved over the 
years in rehabilitation of the very 
p o p u l a r w a l k i n g t r ack in t h e 
B u d a w a n g s to Corang Peak and 
beyond . 

B u t w e w i l l r e m a i n e m p h ­
atically opposed to compromis ing 
the areas ' integrity by unfettered 
vehicular and horse access and 
t o u r i s t d e v e l o p m e n t s . W h i l e 
parks are for the people , they are 
pr imari ly for the natural fauna 
a n d f l o r a w h i c h h a v e b e e n 
s eve re ly r e d u c e d e l sewhere by 
rural and urban development . 

Photographs wanted 
The N P A is updat ing its p romot iona l display. T h e n e w display will b e used 
w h e n the N P A has a stall at c o m m u n i t y fairs and wil l also be placed in 
publ ic l ibraries. 

W e need s tandard colour prints o f m e m b e r s and friends taking par t in 
N P A activit ies such as pa rk care, her i tage and natural his tory out ings , 
day wa lks , pack walks and car c a m p s in and near the ACT. Please pencil 
your n a m e and address and whe re the pho to w a s taken on the backs o f 
y o u r select ion o f prints and post t h e m to the N P A office or give them to a 
commi t t ee member . 

T h e photographs w e select wil l need to be en larged which m a y be done 
directly from the photo or from your negat ive . A c k n o w l e d g m e n t wil l be 
given for all photographs used. 

Save Daintree campaign 
R e c e n t ac t ion b y t h e Q u e e n s l a n d G o v e r n m e n t has p r o m p t e d the 
Dain t ree Rainforest Taskforce to r enew its Save Daintree campaign . 
The n e w Liberal government has dec ided to pu t grid power into the 
privately owned areas o f the Daintree rainforest, a World Heritage Area, 
to supply 1200 subdivis ion b locks . T h e p rev ious Labor government had 
begun a p rogram to provide the res idents w i th solar power sys tems, 
bu t this has since been abandoned wi th the change o f government . 

T h e taskforce has launched a letter wr i t ing campa ign - you can show 
suppor t by wri t ing a letter to a re levant minister . 
For further information on the campaign contact the Daintree Rainforest 
Taskforce, PO B o x 932 , M o s s m a n , Queens land , 4873 . 
emai l x-eehs@jcu.edu.au 
w e b ht tp: / /www.ece. juc.edu.au/ece/misc/capetr ib/rescue.html 

Access is through locked gates, so members a re asked to assemble outside the 
entrance to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve where there is space for cars to gather. T h e n 
at 3pm, 4pm and 5pm, a commit tee m e m b e r will conduct each convoy to the 
homestead. As Nil Desperandum is rather special, those who can are advised to 
come at 3pm to have a look around. 

Snacks and a glass of wine will be provided but bring your own picnic meal . 
Matthew Higgins will give a presentation on the history of Nil Desperandum and will 

show us the eucalypt still and the early koala enclosure. Matthew, a well-known local 
historian, was involved in assessing the conservation value of Nil Desperandum. 

An auction will provide more entertainment. If you have any items of interest to 
other members , and which you no longer require, p lease bring them along and come 
prepared for this chance to obtain collectors' items, Christmas presents (that photo of 
you on top of Urambi Hill or somewhere even more rare, a jar of Clive's marmalade) , 
or just to be amused as others vie for the items they want. 

Stephen Johnston 

mailto:x-eehs@jcu.edu.au
http://www.ece.juc.edu.au/ece/misc/capetrib/rescue.html


Hijacked 

Newtons Beach protest rally, 8 September 1996. Photo by Len Haskew 

O n S u n d a y , 8 S e p t e m b e r t h e 
W o m b o y n Ra tepaye r s ' Assoc ia t ion 
o rgan i sed a p ro tes t r a l ly to f ight 
p roposed wi lderness ex tens ions to 
the Nadgee Wilderness wh ich wou ld 
b l o c k p r i v a t e v e h i c l e a c c e s s t o 
W o m b o y n and N e w t o n s b e a c h e s . 
T h e r a l l y w a s h e l d a t N e w t o n s 
Beach and as Fiona, R e g and I we re 
already there w e decided to stay and 
watch proceedings. (Incidentally, w e 
all agreed w i th the proposa l to k e e p 
t h e r o a d o p e n a n d h a d s e n t 
submiss ions to the N S W G o v e r n ­
m e n t support ing our viewpoint . ) W e 
estimate that about 600 people c a m e 
to the ral ly together w i th the local 
n e w s p a p e r r epo r t e r and an A B C 
t e l e v i s i o n c r e w c o m p l e t e w i t h 
helicopter. 

A s w e were 'early birds ' w e had the 
opportuni ty to speak to m a n y of the 
peop le w h o had c o m e for the day. 
M o s t w e r e m a i n l y i n t e r e s t e d in 
a c c e s s for f i sh ing , a n d o n l y o n e 
person had ventured sou th into the 

present wi lde rness zone and then 
o n l y fo r a b r i e f d a y w a l k . S o w e 
gained the impress ion that the ral ly 
w a s r e a l l y c a l l e d fo r t h e s t a t e d 
purpose o f keep ing the road open. 

H o w w r o n g can y o u be! 
Proceedings got unde r w a y wi th a 

s p i r i t e d a d d r e s s f r o m t h e l o c a l 
member . H e spoke briefly about the 
road c losu re a n d t hen c o n t i n u e d 
wi th his 'set p iece ' (well , he had no 
f u r t h e r n e e d f o r n o t e s ) . H e 
v e h e m e n t l y a t t a c k e d t h e s t a t e 
government , the Wilderness Society, 
and the faceless bu reauc ra t s and 
revived the spirit o f Paterson and 
L a w s o n wi th emot ional city versus 
the b u s h a r g u m e n t s . S u c c e s s i v e 
s p e a k e r s c o n t i n u e d in m u c h t h e 
s a m e v e i n b u t a d d i n g the i r o w n 
part icular catchcries; for example , 
the inequi ty o f bans o n logging and 
m i n i n g , t h e l o c k i n g u p o f v a s t 
r e s o u r c e s in n a t i o n a l p a r k s and 
w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s , g o v e r n m e n t 
i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h c o m m e r c i a l 

f i s h i n g operations, the rights of 
r e c r e a t i o n a l f o u r - w h e e l - d r i v e 
owners to have unl imited access to 
all publ ic land and, bel ieve it o r not, 
the cal lous actions o f gove rnmen t s 
in b a n n i n g g r a z i n g in K o s c i u s k o 
N a t i o n a l P a r k . P e o p l e w h o h a d 
c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t s in t h e 
immed ia t e vicini ty also had thei r 
say. Only one o f the invited speakers 
seemed to have no other agenda but 
publ ic access to the area and a letter 
was read from a local gove rnmen t 
counc i l lo r w h o s e m e s s a g e w a s in 
suppor t o f the proposal . 

T h e fo rma l i t i e s e n d e d w i t h an 
exhortat ion for all present to attend 
a rally outside Par l iament House in 
Sydney to 'protest about wi lderness 
d e c l a r a t i o n s ' , on S e p t e m b e r 17 . 
I n d e e d , f r ee b u s e s w o u l d b e 
p rov ided from Eden . W e w e r e all 
g iven the impress ion that the ral ly 
had been cal led to vo ice conce rns 
about issues such as the proposed 
r o a d c lo su re to the t w o b e a c h e s . 
H o w e v e r , t h e Sydney Morning 
Herald o f 14 September reports that 
the rally w a s the result o f a poss ible 
gove rnmen t proposal to ban logging 
in 70 per cent o f the state's forests 
and that, in reality, i t wil l be a m a s s 
b l o c k a d e o r g a n i s e d b y t i m b e r 
interests. 

So w e found tha t the re is a lo t 
m o r e to p r o t e s t r a l l i e s t h a n t h e 
o b v i o u s a n d t h a t t h e g e n u i n e 
c o n c e r n s a n d g o o d w i l l o f t h e 
m a j o r i t y c a n b e v e r y e a s i l y 
m a n i p u l a t e d b y a m i n o r i t y w i t h 
ulterior mot ives . 

L e n H a s k e w 



P A R K W A T C H 

The city in a park 
T h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d Wi ld l i f e 
S e r v i c e h a s a p p r o v e d a l a r g e 
increase in accommoda t ion (about 
1000 beds) for some o f the ski resorts 
in the K o s c i u s k o National Park. In 
J u n e t h i s y e a r t h e s e r v i c e ' s 
consul tants revealed that there will 
b e a major deve lopment at Perisher, 
wi th bui ld ings u p to five storeys in 
height . The Per i sher deve lopment , 
quite apart from any environmental 
i m p a c t s , w i l l e r o d e t h e p u b l i c 
character o f our nat ional parks by a 
p r o c e s s o f pr iva t i sa t ion . T h i s i s a 
f u n d a m e n t a l d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
n a t i o n a l p a r k p h i l o s o p h y a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t pr inciples . 

Exper ience at Thredbo shows that 
t h e P e r i s h e r e x p a n s i o n s w i l l b e 
dr iven by the deve lopment and sale 
o f p r iva te apar tments u n d e r long-
term leases. In other words , it will 
be a real estate deve lopmen t in a 
nat ional park. T h e Nat ional Parks 
& Wi ld l i f e S e r v i c e c a n e x p e c t to 
r ece ive a subs tan t i a l p r e m i u m -
m a n y thousands o f dollars per bed 
- f o r a p p r o v i n g t h i s t y p e o f 
deve lopmen t , and the deve lope r s ' 
profits wou ld be commensura t e . 

I f p r i v a t e d w e l l i n g s c a n b e 
developed and sold at Kosciusko, the 
s a m e c a n h a p p e n in a n y N S W 
nat ional park . 

The Colong Bulletin, Jou rna l o f 
the C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n , 
S e p t e m b e r , 1996 

Watered down marine 
protection 
Recent recommendat ions for marine 
parks in Vic tor ia fail d i sma l ly to 
o f f e r l o n g - t e r m p r o t e c t i o n fo r 
V i c t o r i a ' s s e a l i f e . T h e L a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l , the s ta te 
advisory b o d y o n t h e ba lanced u s e 
o f C r o w n l a n d s , h a s r e l e a s e d 
recommenda t ions for the protect ion 
o f V i c t o r i a ' s m a r i n e and coas t a l 
env i ronment that are conservat ion 
in name only. The recommendat ions 
will see commercia l and recreational 
fishing, and even mar ine farming, 
in mar ine parks. This is equivalent 

to farming rabbits in our land-based 
parks or k i l l ing possums . 

O n l y 3.3 p e r c e n t o f V i c t o r i a ' s 
coastal waters wil l be fully protected 
f r o m e x p l o i t a t i o n s h o u l d t h e s e 
proposals c o m e in to effect. We need 
a m i n i m u m o f 10 p e r c e n t to 
m a i n t a i n t h e d i v e r s i t y a n d 
product iv i ty o f o u r m a r i n e environ­
ment . 

People Caring for Nature, V N P A 
News le t t e r , July, 1996 

More dam worries 
T h e K o w m u n g R i v e r a n d 
K a n a n g r a - B o y d W i l d e r n e s s a re 
o n c e a g a i n u n d e r t h r e a t f r o m 
flooding due to the raising o f Warra-
gamba D a m . In Sep tember last year 
the Carr G o v e r n m e n t declared that 
it wou ld construct a second spi l lway 
to provide d a m safety, abandoning 
the m o r e e x p e n s i v e and env i ron­
menta l ly destruct ive plans to raise 
the d a m by 23 metres . Construct ion 
of the second spi l lway still awai ts 
the exhibi t ion o f an environmental 
e f f e c t s s t a t e m e n t . W h i l e t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t s t a l l s , d o w n s t r e a m 
d e v e l o p e r s a r e m o u n t i n g an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y v o c a l d a m - r a i s i n g 
campaign . 

Wild, Sp r ing , 1 9 9 6 

Park Pass 
O n the day after the Queens l and 
b u d g e t w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o 
Pa r l i amen t , t h e M i n i s t e r for the 
E n v i r o n m e n t , H o n B r i a n 
Li t t leproud, h e l d a br ief ing session, 
for conserva t ion groups and other 
c o m m u n i t y o rgan i sa t i ons . Sen io r 
officers o f the depar tment explained 
the p r o v i s i o n s o f the budge t and 
answered ques t ions afterwards. 

The mos t newswor thy feature was 
the int roduct ion o f park entry fees 
- p roposed to be $3 per day, or $10 
per month , or $20 per year for adults 
(18 and o v e r ) , w i t h d i scoun t s for 
p e n s i o n e r s t o $ 2 , $ 5 a n d $ 1 0 
respectively. Persons under 18 will 
not be charged . 

T h e m i n i s t e r , in a s t a t e m e n t 
r e l e a s e d to the m e d i a and t hose 

a t tending the briefing, stated that 
' m o n e y ra i sed from the P a r k Pass 
w o u l d g o t o w a r d s p a r k m a n a g e ­
ment ' . W e s o u g h t conf i rmat ion o f 
t h i s a t t h e m e e t i n g a n d w e r e 
assured tha t Treasury has agreed 
tha t p roceeds from t h e fees will , in 
f a c t , b e a d d e d t o t h e b u d g e t 
al locat ion that w o u l d o therwise be 
m a d e . 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Q u e e n s l a n d , 
Oc tobe r , 1996 

Fiery end feared for 
Top End's favourite 
hopper 
A colourful grasshopper - which had 
become a symbol o f the Kakadu area 
o f A u s t r a l i a ' s w e t - d r y t r o p i c s -
c o u l d b e e n d a n g e r e d by the f ire 
m a n a g e m e n t pract ices in northern 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s , a c c o r d i n g to a 
C S I R O researcher. 

Leichardt 's grasshopper {Petasida 
ephippigera) is a spectacular orange, 
b l a c k and b l u e i n s e c t a b o u t s ix 
centimetres long w h i c h is often used 
i n p u b l i c i t y m a t e r i a l f o r t h e 
N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y a n d w a s t h e 
sub jec t o f an A u s t r a l i a n p o s t a g e 
s t amp in 1991. 

T h e g rasshopper is dependen t on 
a r o m a t i c s h r u b s o f t h e g e n u s 
Pityrodia, o n w h i c h i t l i ve s a n d 
feeds. A pre l iminary s tudy by Lyn 
L o w e , f rom the C S I R O ' s Trop ica l 
E c o s y s t e m s R e s e a r c h C e n t r e in 
D a r w i n , h a s s h o w n t h a t w h e n 
Pityrodia i s b u r n e d , t h e g r a s s ­
hoppers do not return for at least 
four years . Yet, at present, nearly all 
parts o f Kakadu and K e e p River -
the two Nor thern Terri tory national 
parks wh ich contain the only known 
p o p u l a t i o n s o f Le icha rd t ' s grass­
hopper - are burned every few years 
to prevent large uncontrol led fires 
from enter ing the parks . 

Ecos N o 8 8 , Win te r , 1996 



P A R K W A T C H 

Woodlands meet a 
grave demise 
T w o hundred years ago , vas t areas 
of land across nor thern Victoria, the 
western s lopes and plains o f N S W 
a n d s o u t h e r n Q u e e n s l a n d w e r e 
h o m e to open , g ras sy w o o d l a n d s . 
Whi t e box , ye l low box or grey b o x 
trees thr ived, and under t h e m grew 
an abundance o f nat ive grasses and 
wi ldf lowers . 

Ea r ly E u r o p e a n exp lo re r s w e r e 
impressed by these lush m e a d o w s , 
desc r ib ing t h e m as park- l ike and 
' covered wi th thick grass and g a y 
f l o w e r s ' . A s t h e t r e e s w e r e w e l l 
spaced, i t w a s poss ible to in t roduce 
flocks o f sheep and cattle wi thou t 
even need ing to clear the land. A n d 
s o b e g a n t h e d r a m a t i c l o s s o f a 
unique assemblage o f native species. 
In its stead, w e n o w have vast whea t 
f i e l d s a n d p a d d o c k s s o w n to 
i n t r o d u c e d g r a s s e s . O n l y a b o u t 
0.01 per cent o f the original grassy 
w h i t e b o x w o o d l a n d s ex i s t s in a 
relat ively prist ine state. 

W h e r e a r e t h e s e u n t o u c h e d 
examples o f this impor tant nat ive 
ecosystem: a national park perhaps? 
N o - the ' top ' four sites, containing 
b o t h t ree cover and diverse nat ive 
understorey, are in cemeter ies ( two 
bits o f less than five hectares each) , 
on a road str ip abou t 3 0 0 me t re s 
long, and wi thin a t ravel l ing s tock 
reserve. Ano the r ideal place to find 
na t ive vegeta t ion is a long ra i lway 
e a s e m e n t s . A n d t h a t , s a d l y , 
comple tes the list o f p laces where 
you ' re l ikely to find wha t was once 
the mos t extensive native ecosys tem 
in south-eastern Austral ia . 

Ecos N o 8 8 , W i n t e r 1996 

Gardens of Stone National Park 

In November , 1994, after a 10-year campa ign , the Gardens o f S tone 
Nat ional Park w a s declared. It conta ins habi ta t for endangered species 
including koala , yel low-bel l ied glider, powerful owl , regent honey eater 
and turquoise parrot . The N P W S is n o w engaged in the rehabil i tat ion 
o f the area. 

Since Gardens of S tone w a s gazetted, the N P W S has commenced weed 
and feral animal control p rograms in consultat ion with park neighbours, 
p l a c e d s igns on p a r k b o u n d a r i e s , r e m o v e d d u m p e d v e h i c l e s a n d 
conducted a biodiversi ty survey in the park. These efforts exceed any 
land managemen t or conservat ion ini t iat ives under taken on this land 
over the last decade. 

In response to a spate o f vanda l i sm, m c l u d i n g the forcing o f a ga te at 
B a a l B o n e G a p , ins ta l led to s t o p f i r e w o o d l o g g i n g and bush r o c k 
col lect ion, the service wil l b e increas ing ranger patrols . 

The Colong Bulletin, J o u r n a l o f t h e C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n , July, 1996 

Firestick fictions 
A n u m b e r o f recent and influential publ icat ions have argued that before 
1788 the eucalypt forest had an open w o o d l a n d structure wi th wide ly 
spaced trees over an open and la rge ly grassy forest floor. This landscape 
is por t rayed as an Abor ig ina l artefact created b y thousands o f years o f 
firestick farming, the pract ice w h e r e b y fire w a s used to increase the 
product ive capaci ty o f the l andscape for food. 

A c c o r d i n g to the r e s p e c t e d a u t h o r s , r e g u l a r l i gh t b u r n i n g w a s 
apparent ly the pat tern 'all over Aust ra l ia ' and 'in every conceivable 
landscape ' , leaving 'no par t o f Aus t ra l ia un touched ' and resul t ing in 
'very few thick forests ' . S ince these burn ing pract ices have s topped, 
s o m e n o w bel ieve that the forests h a v e g r o w n too dense for their o w n 
ecological good and need to b e th inned by burn ing or clearing to recreate 
the open parkland structure. 

E n t h u s i a s m fo r t h e s e i d e a s h a s t a k e n h o l d w i t h i n a r a n g e o f 
organisa t ions aware o f thei r ut i l i tar ian va lue . M o s t recent ly these 
a rgumen t s have been used b y the open park land fraternity, w h i c h 
includes people from the fa rming and forestry sectors, to chal lenge the 
scientific leg i t imacy o f regula t ions prohibi t ing or Umiting t ree clearing. 
S u c h c l e a r i n g i s p r o m o t e d b y t h e m as a m a s s i v e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
restorat ion project. 

Farmers , foresters and other open park land advocates , historically 
the compet i tors o f the tradit ional owners , are n o w using e c o l o g i c a l -
anthropological ideas in o rder to advance the use o f land for burning, 
logging, fa rming and mining . A l though these people have in the pas t 
minimised estimates o f the Abor ig ina l populat ion o f Australia, they n o w 
see advantages in c la iming h igh levels o f use in forested areas w h e r e 
the evidence suggests there w a s very little burning. However, it is indeed 
optimist ic to assert, after select ive interpretat ion o f selected texts, that 
w e c a n h a v e as m u c h e x p e r t i s e in m a n a g i n g f i r e - p l a n t - a n i m a l 
ecosys tems as had the original owners after 60 000 years o f ref inement . 

Habitat, M a g a z i n e o f the A C F , A u g u s t , 1996 



The Great North Walk 
T h e G r e a t N o r t h W a l k b e t w e e n 
S y d n e y and Newcas t le w a s opened 
in the b icen tenn ia l year, 1988 . It 
w a s t h e i d e a o f t w o S y d n e y 
bushwalke r s and w a s taken u p by 
t h e N S W D e p a r t m e n t o f C o n ­
servat ion and Land Managemen t . 
T h e total d is tance is 250 k m . M u c h 
o f t h e w a l k i s in s t a t e f o r e s t , 
national park and council bushland. 
The 'Discovery Kit ' available from 
the d e p a r t m e n t ind ica tes a w a l k 
wi th grea t v i e w s , sp lendid forest, 
historical and s o m e urban features. 

W e decided on a 10-day walk from 
Brooklyn , on the south side o f the 
H a w k e s b u r y River, to the t o w n o f 
Teralba, 25 k m wes t o f Newcas t le , 
a t o t a l d i s t a n c e o f 1 8 0 k m . W e 
c a m p e d o u t on m o s t n i g h t s b u t 
s tayed at Yar radane Lodge in the 
beautiful Yarramalong Valley on the 

fiase 

• • • E H 

fifth n i g h t and in c a b i n s at t h e 
Teralba Caravan Park on the final 
night . 

On 24 Apri l w e travel led by bus to 
S t r a t h f i e l d , b y t r a i n t o t h e 
H a w k e s b u r y R i v e r and b y w a t e r 
t ax i to P a t o n g a on t h e n o r t h e r n 
s h o r e s o f the H a w k e s b u r y R i v e r 
where our wa lk c o m m e n c e d . 

It is wonderful that one can enjoy 
wi lderness so close to the densely 
p o p u l a t e d a r e a s o f S y d n e y a n d 
Newcas t le . W e s a w very few people 
and were in bush mos t o f the t ime. 
S o m e o f the features were: 

• T h e na tu ra l ly - scu lp tu red sand­
s t o n e e s c a r p m e n t and p l a t e a u 
above Pa tonga wi th superb v iews 
a c r o s s t h e m o u t h o f t h e 
Hawkesbu ry River to Barrenjoey 
and P i t t w a t e r . In f l o w e r w e r e 
e u c a l y p t s , b a n k s i a s , g r e v i l l e a s 

a n d e p a c r i s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
spectacular red impressa variety. 

P i l e s C r e e k w i t h s p e c t a c u l a r 
r a i n f o r e s t : h u g e , v e r y o l d 
k a n o o k a s ( w a t e r g u m s ) a n d 
c o a c h w o o d in its upper reaches ; 
m a n g r o v e s w a m p s and anc i en t 
shell middens in its lower reaches. 

Ma je s t i c , g i a n t b i r d s n e s t f e rns 
and gymea lilies g rowing amongs t 
ou tc rops o f colourful sands tone . 
La t e r w e s a w g y m e a l i l ies j u s t 
burs t ing into f lowers o f flame-red 
on four-metre s tems. T h e y rival 
the wara tah in colour, shape, and 
size. 

The picturesque Bumble Hill Dray 
Track. It w a s buil t in the 1850s to 
take cedar logs harves ted in the 
Yar ramalong area to the Hawkes ­
bury River and on to Sydney by 
barge . 
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NPA outings program 
December 1996 - March 1997 

Outings guide 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 

Pack walks two or more days, curry all food and camping require­

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping. B O O K EARLY 

W I T H LEADER. 

Otlicr activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 
studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 

Please kelp keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

New leaders are welcome, The outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if you do not have something in mind yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 

you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the 

A C T do so as volunteers in all respects and as sucli accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Association of 

the A C T , its office bearers and appointed leadets are absolved from any 

liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation o f T W E N T Y cents per kilometre 

D I V I D E D BY T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger 

accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 

1 - up to 10 km 

2 - 1 0 k m to 15 km 

3 - 15 km to 20 km 

4 - above 20 km 

Terrain grading 

A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - Open forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches of thick scrub, rcgrowch 

E - Rock scrambling 

F - Exploratory 

tccmber Sunday walk 

labclla Range Ramble Ref: A C T l:ia4^P 
Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 279 1326(w), 251 6817(h) 

Meet at (he corner of Eucumbene Drive and the Cotter Road at 8.30am. A 
fire trail walk through the tall 'shady' forest between the Cotter River and die 
Brindabella Road. Nestled in a souih cast facing valley this moist temperate/ 
alpine eucalyptus forest provides for pleasant walking even in summer. Some 
views of Canberra. 80 kms, $16 per car. 

7 December Saturday walk 
Googong Reservoir - Compo Canyon 
Leader: Mike Smith 

2 / A / C 
Ref: Captains Flat 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 286 2984(h) 

Meci at Canberra Railway Station at 8.30am. A walk from the car park at the 
southern end of Googong Reservoir past London Bridge limestone arch, old 
London Bridge Homestead, Curley Falls and then wade across the 
Queanbeyan River to Compo Canyon. Return to cars by similar route. Old 
footwear for crossing the river would be advisable. 50 kms, $10 per car. 

8 December (Sunday) 

NPA Christmas Party Leader: Eleanor Stodart 
Location: Nil Desperandum Phone: 281 5004 

Our Christmas get-together this year is at the wonderful Nil Desperandum 
homestead in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. To enjoy this unique location we 
need to negotiate four locked gates with only one key (which does in fact fit 
each of them!!). The deal is to meet outside tlic main entrance gates to the 
nature reserve, where we will form into gtoups for the final leg. Car'convoys' 
will leave from the entrance promptly at 3, 4 and 5 o'clock, and you are 
encouraged to join the first of these. Bring a picnic tea. 

15 December Sunday walk 2 A / B 

Bushfold Flats Reference: Williamsdale 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 (h) 

Contact leader for bookings and enquiries. Visit the most recent addition to 

Namadgi National Park via the start of the Alpine WalkingTrack, and return 

along the Mc Tennent ridge. 40 kms, $8 per car. 

18 December day walk 

Wednesday Walk 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 286 2984 

The December edition of our new scries of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

22 December Sunday walk 
M t Gingera (the easy way) 
Leader: Col McAlistcr 

2A 
Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 0 0 0 

Phone: 288 4 ) 7 1 

Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 8.30am. A 
walk from Mt Ginini car park to Mt Gingera via Priors Hut and return, a 
total of 14 km. Suitable for beginners. The climb from the hut to the top of 
Gingera is about 200 metres, but the 360 degree views are worth it. 120 kms, 
$24 per car. 

12 January Sunday walk . 3A 

M t Gingera via Stockyard Spur Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 

Leader: Col McAJister Phone: 288 4171 

A challenging 900 metre climb for fairly fit walkers. Starting from Corin 
Dam car park we go to Pryors Hut and then (optional) on to Mt Gingera. 
The first 500 metres is unrelentingly steep but the rewards, particularly the 
views and changing vegetation, make it all worthwhile. Meet at Kambah 
Village shops at 8.00am. 120 kms, $24 per car. 

15 January day walk 

Wednesday Walk 

Leader: Max Lawrence Phone: 288 1370 

The January edition of our new series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 
leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

18 January Saturday walk 1A or 2B/E 

Tuross Falls Ref: Belowra 1:25 000 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 286 2984 

Meet at Canberra Railway Station at 7.30am. Drive to cascades on headwaters 
of Tuross River above Tuross Falls east of Cooma. Either (1) walk along new 
track to overview falls, (2) cross river and walk to top of falls with a scramble 
to the base of the falls for the adventurous, and/or (3) swim at the cascades if 
hot for an easy afternoon. 3 0 0 kms, $ 6 0 per car. 

19 January Sunday walk 1B/C/E 
Billy Billy Rocks Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Mick Kelly Phone 241 2330 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9.00am. Commencing at the Square Rock 

car park on Corin Dam road, walk to a spectacular pile of granite boulders 

overlooking the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, with wider views to surrounding 

peaks and ranges. The route includes some patches of thickish scrub with 

fallen timber to trip us up. Total climb is about 200 metres, and distance is 

about 9 kms. Road distance is about 70 kms. $14 per car. 

2 5 - 2 7 January three-day packwalk 4 A / C / D 

M t Bimberi Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 and 

Rendeivous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 

From Orroral cross over Cotter Gap to camp in the beautiful Cotter Valley, 
then a morning climb to the Bimberi summit for a relaxed afternoon. Return 
on Monday via Murrays Gap and Cotter Gap. Two medium days and one 
hard. Phone leader early for bookings. 80 kms, $16 per car. 

2 5 - 2 6 January weekend canoe trip 

Murrumbidgee River 

Leaders: Chris Bellamy Phone: 249 7167 

Kevin Frawlcy Phone: 299 3995 or 282 2973(b) 

Either start from Jugiong (faster water) and finishing at Gundagai, or start 
from Oura Beach above Wagga (slower water) and finishing at Currawananna 
SF, depending on water flows. Goad introductory trip for fit beginners. Car 
based camping. BYO canoe or hire in Wagga. Contact lenders for details, 
Cost per car $140 . 



25 January Saturday walk IA 
Com '1'r.iil Kef: Monga 1:25 000 
Leaders: I'liil and Lconie Bubb Phone: 248 6769 
Book wnli leaders early as a bus is io be hired [u avoid tar shuffle, ;uul numbers 
will lie b i n n e d . 1 lu' w.ilk staris ncr.tr [lie top ot tlie Clyde mniiniain, ami 
heads t|uite steeply downhill into t.iinforest, wnli luricli by die river. There 
m.iy In' .I lew leeihcs about (bring sonic salt), but iliis is ,i classic walk that 
bears repelling over and again. 210 kms, cosl to be determined. 

I Pebruary Saturday walk 3A/B/C/D 
Selectors and surveyors in the South Ref: Shannons Plat 1:25 000 

and Yaouk 1:25 000 
leader: Matllicw Higgins Phone; 247 7285 
Beginning neat Westermans Homestead (1916), we ' l l walk to a telerencr 
irec relating to an early Wesicmiaii land SUivey, and will see an e.uly log 
lericc. We II follow (be southern AC 1 border, seeing numerous border markers 
installed in 1 9 I 5 Rem til via Gi assy Creek to Brayshaws Mm (1903). Nearly 
20 kms, mostly oil irack. Rook with leader, numbers limited. Short car shuffle. 
1 50 kms, £30 [ier car. 

2 February Sunday walk 3A 
Red Hill to Mt Taylor Ref: Canberra Street, Directory 
Leader: Col McAlister Phone 2884171 

A pleasant walk from the Red Hill Lookout to Mt Taylor via Isaacs Ridge and 
farrer Ridge. Cteat views to Canberra City and beyond, and then Woden. 
Tiiggeranong and the Murrumbidgee Valley. Meet at the Mt laylor picnic 
area (reached ( torn Waldock St Chillcy) at 8.30am. Small car shuffle. 

6 February Thursday walk I A 
Brayshaws Hut and Refs: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Boboyan Valley history (our and Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leaders: Graham Scully Phone: 230 3352 

Steven Brayshaw Phone: 294 1974 
A leisurely walk to the Tin Dish School site, Brayshaws Hut, the Boboyan 
Homestead site, gravesitcs, and other sites in the Boboyan Valley. Both lenders 
will share the considerable information ihey have gathered over the last few 
years about the European history of this southern part of the ACT (Steven is 
a fourth generation descendant of the original Brayshaw settlers). Meet at 
Namadgi Visitors Centre at 9.00ain, but first please book with either leader. 
150 kms, S3!) pet cat. 

8-9 February weekend packwalk IA 
Goodradigbee River. Wee Jasper Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
leader: Fiona MacDonald Brand Phone: 247 9538 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A relaxing and easy weekend on the 

Cio^lra Go^lradigbee River near Micalong Creek. Great campsite with swimi 
thing. 160 kms, $32 per car. I 

9 February Sunday walk 
Umbagong Park nature ramble 
Leader: Chris Watson 

1A 
Ref: Canberra Street Directory 

Phone: 254 5238 
Meet at 9.30am at the tootbrtdge across Giniiindcrra Creek, opposite the 
corner of Macrnssan Crescent and Backhouse Street, l.aiham. Explore the 
nails along the cictk, sec Abotigmnl axe grinding grooves, native grassland 
remnants, revegetation areas, etc. Bring morning tea. Expect to be finished 
around 12.30pm. 

16 February Sunday walk 2A/B/D 
Rendezvous Creek 
and Nursery Swamp Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Mick Kelly I'l.one: 241 2330 
Meet ai the Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Commenting at the Nursery 
Swamp car park, follow track and old firetrail across to Rendezvous Creek via 
top section of Nursery Creek. From this point a faint track continues 
downstream to where we can commence climbing to a saddle between spot 
heights 1351 and 1337. This takes us back into the Nursery Creek swamp 
system at its southern end where we can pick up the Hack back io the cars. 
Two climbs of 200 to 300 metres, and some medium to heavy scrub. 80 kins, 
J16 per car. 

19 February day walk 
Wednesday Walk 
Leader: Col McAlister Phone: 288 4171 
The February edition of our series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone leader 
for details, which will he determined nearer the date. 

23 February Sunday waJU 2A/B 
Sawpit Creek, Orroral Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Reg Alder Phone: 254 2240 
Meet at Kambali Village shops at 8.30.un. Starting at the Orroral Valley car 
park follow the Cotter Hut bridle track to Sawpit Creek, and return via Orroral 
Valley. 80 kms. S16 pet car. 

28 February to 4 March car camp 
Saltwater Creek Ben Boyd NP 
Leader: Mick Kelly Phone: 241 2330 

As part of a longer trip south. Joan and Mick Kelly intend spending about 
four full days at deliglulul Saltwater Creek in the southern section of Ben 
Boyd National Park. Activities include walking, swimming, birdwatching, 
and fishing - ot just lazing atound. If interested in joining the party, phone 
leader by mid-January so campsite(s) can be booked. 

1 March Saturday morning walk 
Uriarra Crossing 
Leader: Bev Hammond 

1A 
Ref: Umburra 1:25 000 

Phone: 288 6577 
Meet at 9-30,ini at Uriarra east cat p.ttk (on the left before you arrive at the 
crossing). A 5 km loop walk by the Mtiifumbidgee with a stop for morning 
tea. Lunch and a swim if you feel like staying. 

1-2 March weekend packwalk 3C/D/E 
Mt McKeahnie circuit Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 

Climb up io the northern end of Mt McKeahnie ridge ftom Kangaroo Creek 
on Conn Road, and follow the rocky ridge south to Cotter Hut road. Camp 
on the headwaters of the Orroral River. Return via Smokers Flat. Almost all 
off track. Not tor beginners. 80 kms, $ 16 per car. 

8 March Saturday walk IflJD 
Stockyard Creek Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Matthew Higgins Phone: 247 7285 
A pretty relaxed (but sometimes steep) walk to one of our more temote arboreta 
in the Biindabcllas. Fiom the Mt Ginini car park we'll follow the track to the 
arboretum and have plenty of time to explore the stands of conifers, many 
dating from the 1940s. Then we'll go tin to the ruin of Stockyard Creek Hut, 
once used by foresters and brumby runners. Rook with leader, numbers 
limited. 120 kms, $24 per car. 

9 March Sunday walk 
The laang Flat 
Leader: Steven Forst 

3A 
Ref: ACT 1:100 000 

Phone: 251 68)7 (h), 279 1326 (w) 
Meet at 8.30am at the Kambah Village shops. A fairly easy return walk from 
the Mt Clear campground along a fire trail for lunch at the southernmost 
gate in the ACT. The walk passes through some former grazing country and 
open forest before entering Long Flat, which is a sizable frost hollow alongside 
the Clear Range. Total walking distance around 15 kms, and there are no 
steep climbs. 130 kms, $26 per car. 

8-9 March weekend packwalk 
Mounts Scabby and Kelly 

3C/D/E 
Refs: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 

and Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Phil Gatenby Phone: 254 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday 5 March. Walk from the Boboyan Pines to 
Sams Creek and Mt Scabby. Climb Mt Kelly on the second day and return 
via Bogong Gap. A climb of over 800 metres on the first day (not for the 
unfit or beginners). 100 kms, $20 per car. 

15-17 March long weekend car camp 2A/B/C/D 
Kiandra area Refs: Ravine 1:25 000, Cabrainurra 1:25 000 
Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 281 4268 
Car camp at the very pleasant Three Mile Dam reserve. Day walks to suit the 
party to find indications of previous mining activity, to explore sub-alpine 
topography, to visit the Yatrangobilly escarpment and photograph some of 
the best snowgunis in KNP. Phone leader for details. 350kms, $70 per car. 

17 March ACT Alive information stall 
Lawns of Old Palument House 
Eleanor Stodart Phone: 281 5004 
Clive Hurlstone Phone: 288 7592 
Aiiiinu.il stall at ACT Alive. Volunteers wanted to staff NPA's information 
stall. 

http://ncr.tr
http://Aiiiinu.il


• The care taken in some of the more 
difficult sect ions o f the foot-track 
t o b u i l d s t e p s o f w o o d a n d 
s a n d s t o n e w h i c h b l e n d u n ­
o b t r u s i v e l y i n t o t h e f o r e s t 
environment . 

• The meet ing at Flat R o c k Lookout 
wi th an elderly w o m a n w h o had 
lived all he r life in the area. She 
spoke o f Abor ig ina l secre t si tes, 
m a r k e d t r ees , p a i n t i n g s and a 
tribal batt le over fishing rights. 

• A forest o f spot ted g u m s d a m p 
from the rain exhibi t ing the mos t 
beautiful colour patches ranging 
from pinks to greens and browns . 

• A B u d a w a n g - l i k e r a i n f o r e s t , 
amidst sandstone formations. The 
vegetation glistened in the drizzle. 
There were birdsnest ferns, t ree 
ferns, cabbage tree pa lms , a large 
richea-like plant, thick vines , and 
hundreds of leeches. 

Pat and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
w a l k and r e c o m m e n d it to o u r 
b u s h w a l k i n g f r iends as a wor th ­
while experience. We chose a good 
t ime o f the year to do the walk . The 
temperatures were mild. Wi th one 
except ion there w a s plenty o f good 
w a t e r in t h e c r e e k s . T h e r e w a s 
enough dayl ight to wa lk 20 k m a 
d a y and se t up c a m p usua l ly by 
3 . 3 0 p m ( d a r k b y 5 . 4 5 p m ) . A n 
excellent five-day walk would be the 
Patonga to Yarramalong sect ion. It 
is also poss ible to do m a n y sect ions 
of the wa lk as day walks . 

T h e walkers : Syd Comfort , David 
Frost , D o u g Gil l ies , Dav id La rge , 
Gbsta Lynga, Pat and Eric Pickering 
( l e a d e r s ) , G a r y S c h n e i d e r , J o h n 
Thwai te , Mil ton Turner. 

Eric P icker ing 

Boboyan Pines workshop 

Gudgenby Peak and the Boboyan pine forest from the knoll to the east of 
the Old Boboyan road. Photo by Reg Alder 

A workshop on the Boboyan Pines 
rehabi l i ta t ion project w a s he ld on 
17 October at the Namadgi National 
P a r k V i s i t o r C e n t r e . T h e r e ­
h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t i s d u e t o 
c o m m e n c e this s u m m e r wi th initial 
h a r v e s t i n g o f t h e p i n e s . T h e 
objectives o f the workshop were to 
disseminate current information on 
the B o b o y a n P ines p ro jec t , l ea rn 
from the exper iences gained dur ing 
s i m i l a r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t s 
(pa r t i cu l a r ly the J o u n a m a p i n e s 
rehabilitation in Kosciusko National 
Park) , d raw on current research on 
e u c a l y p t r e g e n e r a t i o n , a n d t o 
s t i m u l a t e d i s c u s s i o n o n v a r i o u s 
aspects o f the rehabilitation process . 

T h e N P A ( A C T ) w a s i n v i t e d to 
a t t e n d a n d w a s r e p r e s e n t e d b y 
N i c k i T a w s . A l s o p r e s e n t w e r e 
representatives from the A C T Parks 
and C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e , A C T 
Forests , N S W National Parks and 
W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e , C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counci l o f South East Region and 
A C T and researchers from the ANTJ. 

D i a n e G a r r o o d , b u s i n e s s u n i t 
m a n a g e r for the A C T P a r k s and 
Conse rva t ion Serv ice , opened the 
w o r k s h o p w i th a s u m m a r y o f the 
project, s imilar to the presentat ion 
g i v e n to t h e N P A A p r i l g e n e r a l 
meet ing and wr i t ten u p in the June 
Bulletin. L o g g i n g o f the p ine s i s 

continued on page 12 



Boboyan Pines workshop continued from page 11 

scheduled to begin this summer and 
cont inue for three seasons. The wet 
w in te r and s p r i n g this y e a r will 
probably delay the harvest ing until 
well into the summer . The removal 
of as many o f the pines as possible 
from the site will be important for 
t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; h o w e v e r , 
a t t e m p t s to f ind a c o n t r a c t o r 
interested in taking some of the non-
merchan t ab l e pine for p ine chips 
have so far been unsuccessful . A 
major deve lopment for the project 
has been the appoin tment o f Ann 
C o n n e l l y to the pro jec t m a n a g e r 
posit ion. O n e o f the first important 
d e c i s i o n s fo r A n n w i l l b e , in 
conjunction wi th A C T Forests, the 
selection o f logging compartments to 
be r emoved in the first season. For 
each c o m p a r t m e n t r emoved there 
will need to be decisions made on the 
type o f rehabilitation to be tried out. 

T h e s e c o n d p r e s e n t a t i o n w a s 
given by A n d y Spate , investigations 
officer for the N S W National Parks 
and Wildlife Service . A n d y has been 
i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e J o u n a m a 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t s i n c e i t s 
inception and he gave a very honest 
t a l k a b o u t t h e s e t b a c k s a n d 
successes they have encounte red , 
and are still encounter ing, as small 
a reas o f t h e p l an t a t i on are sti l l 
being harvested. 

T h e J o u n a m a a n d B o b o y a n 
plantat ions have some differences, 
pa r t i cu l a r ly in s i te his tory, t ree 
species and weed problems, but also 
seve ra l s imi l a r i t i e s . T h e idea o f 
recreating a native ecosystem in the 
first few years after pine removal is 
unrealistic. Initially a wide variety 
of loca l t r e e , s h r u b and g r o u n d 
species were trialled in the Jounama 
rehabilitation; however, many o f the 
species proved too difficult to collect, 
store and germinate . Several native 
s p e c i e s h a v e a p p e a r e d in t h e 
rehabil i tat ion of their own accord 
and have been extremely valuable 
as site colonisers. Seed sown is now 
limited to eucalypt species, which 
are easy to collect, store and sow. 

E x p e r i e n c e h a s s h o w n t h a t 
p e r h a p s t h e m o s t c o s t - e f f e c t i v e 
m e t h o d o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n at 
J o u n a m a is scraping small gaps in 
the pine slash and sowing eucalypt 
s e e d in l a t e a u t u m n . F i r e w a s 
exper imen ted wi th as a means o f 
removing the slash; however , it was 
judged to be too great a risk when 
the cond i t i ons needed for a good 
burn w e r e invar iably those wh ich 
w e r e l i k e l y to r e su l t in the f ire 
escaping. 

D r M a r i l y n B a l l , a r e s e a r c h 
s c i e n t i s t a t t h e A N U S c h o o l o f 
B i o l o g i c a l S c i e n c e s , g a v e a 
fascinating talk on the role of photo-
i n h i b i t i o n ( l i g h t - d e p e n d e n t 
inhibit ion o f photosynthesis) during 
tree seedl ing es tabl ishment at low 
tempera tures . A lot o f this research 
has been carr ied out on s n o w g u m 
s e e d l i n g s in t h e O r r o r a l a n d 
G u d g e n b y val leys and is therefore 
d i r ec t ly r e l evan t to the B o b o y a n 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . W h e n a fo res t is 
c l e a r e d a n d c o n v e r t e d to a 
grassland, there are major changes 
to t h e m i c r o c l i m a t e ( l i g h t , 
tempera ture and humidi ty) at the 
g round surface. A grassland may be 
4 - 6 ° C colder on the ground than a 
forest . S n o w g u m s , as well as the 
other species to be re-established at 
Boboyan , have evolved under forest 
c o n d i t i o n s , n o t g r a s s l a n d 
conditions. In subalpine areas, these 
species are g rowing at the limits o f 
to lerance to the cold condi t ions and 
a small difference o f only 1-2°C may 
m a k e all the d i f fe rence be tween 
survival and death. 

T h e w o r k o f M a r i l y n and h e r 
students has found that full sunlight 
a n d l o w t e m p e r a t u r e s a re v e r y 
di f f icul t c o n d i t i o n s for p l an t s to 
c o n t e n d w i t h . F r e e z i n g at n igh t 
predisposes a seedling to damage by 
sunl ight dur ing the day, and this 
carries over to s lower growth during 
w i n t e r and spr ing . D a m a g e from 
frost can be reduced by shading the 
plants during winter. Secondly, the 
c o l d e s t t e m p e r a t u r e s on f ro s ty 

nights are found at the surface o f 
t h e g r a s s . S e e d l i n g s g r o w i n g in 
grass m a y be up to 5°C colder than 
those s u r r o u n d e d by bare ear th . 
Protect ion from the wors t cold can 
be p rov ided by removing grass and 
exposing the dirt around a seedling. 
Mulch has the same effect as grass 
and can dramat ical ly increase the 
frost d a m a g e to seedlings compared 
to seedl ings g rowing on bare earth. 
T h e b e s t r e g e n e r a t i o n n i c h e for 
s e e d l i n g s in t h e s e c o l d 
e n v i r o n m e n t s s e e m s to be w h e r e 
there is pro tec t ion from frost and 
protect ion from intense sunlight. 

Mari lyn 's talk led to discussion of 
the possibil i t ies o f leaving shade or 
shel ter belts o f some sort to protect 
the n e w growth dur ing the first few 
w i n t e r s , a l t h o u g h t h i s m a y 
compl ica te logging operat ions and 
rehabi l i ta t ion methods . No-one at 
the w o r k s h o p w a s left w i th any 
delusions that the rehabil i tat ion is 
g o i n g to b e ea sy or that any one 
method will be suitable for the whole 
site. T h e workshop concluded with 
an a g r e e m e n t to have key people 
mee t on s i te to e x a m i n e sui table 
a r e a s fo r d i f f e r e n t t r i a l s to b e 
conducted . 

N i c k i T a w s 

New members as at 
1 November 1996 
A n d r e w Kett le Manuka 

Mil ton and 
Jan Turner Bonython 

Graeme and 
Patricia Wicks Mawson 

Doro thy Taylor Cook 

Celia Cronin Curtin 

A n n e M e a d e K a m b a h 

Patricia Wil l iams Hacket t 



Desert discovery 

Left: Hut at Mallee Camp, and right: waterhole at Eagle Swamp. Photos by Len Haskew 

A l o n g day's d r ive from Canber ra 
wi l l t ake you to an a rea tha t the 
Victorian Mal lee Tourist Associat ion 
descr ibes as ' the ou tback on your 
doorstep ' . I f your definition o f 'the 
o u t b a c k ' i n c l u d e s a f e e l i n g o f 
i s o l a t i o n , p e a c e a n d e m p t i n e s s 
w i thou t the ug ly face o f tour i sm, 
then y o u wou ld have to agree. And , 
as o n e p a r k w o r k e r s a id to m e , 
TJnless y o u are totally commit ted to 
water or mounta ins , y o u wil l find a 
p a r t o f t h e M a l l e e to l o v e / T h i s 
proved to be fair comment . 

R e c e n t l y , R e g A l d e r , S y d a n d 
Barbara Comfort , Bonnie Fox, Fiona 
Brand and I spent about a fortnight 
e x p l o r i n g a n d a p p r e c i a t i n g t h e 
mal lee parks. Strictly speaking, one 
of these parks, Little Desert, is in the 
Wimmera District, and, although the 
locals see this to b e a very significant 
difference, w e tended to see s o m e 
'mallee' in all o f them. 

T h e D e s e r t D i s c o v e r y W a l k in 
Li t t le D e s e r t N a t i o n a l P a r k w a s 
c o m p l e t e d in 1 9 9 4 a n d e x t e n d s 
through 84 k m o f gent ly undulat ing 
t e r r a in . It o f fe rs m a n y w a l k i n g 
o p t i o n s , r a n g i n g f r o m o n e day ' s 
durat ion to four or more . W e chose 
to do a four-day wa lk from Horse­
shoe Bend Campground , followed by 
a day walk from Kiata Campground. 
The walk is adequately marked wi th 
signposts and track markers and the 
Nat ional Parks Service ' m u d m a p ' is 
all that is necessary for f inding the 
way. T h e greater par t o f our wa lk 
w a s o n a w e l l - c l e a r e d t r a c k 
d e s i g n a t e d ' w a l k e r s o n l y ' , b u t , 
unfortunately, s o m e o f the trail bike 
r iders in the area can't read! Each 
o f the des igna ted camps i tes have 
wate r nearby and at t w o o f the sites 
(Mal lee and Ye l lowgum) there are 
s h e l t e r h u t s w i t h t a n k w a t e r , 
f i replaces and toi le ts . T h e s e hu t s 

a r e , f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l p u r p o s e s , 
identical and have been constructed 
from recycled t imber and corrugated 
i ron . A s t hey are d e s i g n e d to be 
shelters only, they bo th have sandy 
f l o o r s a n d t h e v e r a n d a h s a n d 
internal benches provide adequate 
area for cooking in we t weather. T h e 
pit toilets are o f similar construction 
bu t their he ight in relation to their 
wid th makes them look as though 
t h e y w e r e d e s i g n e d b y E m i l e 
Merrier. 

Walk ing in Little Deser t is both 
e a s y a n d i n t e r e s t i n g . M o s t 
frequently the track winds through 
extensive heathlands with banksias, 
tea trees, she-oaks and grass trees 
p r e d o m i n a t i n g . Occas iona l ly , the 
t r a c k t r a v e r s e s s t a n d s o f t r e e s 
i n c l u d i n g b r o w n s t r i n g y b a r k , 
y e l l o w g u m , n a t i v e p i n e s and, o f 
course , mal lee eucalypts . The track 

continued on page 14 



H I S T O R Y 

Environment v. exploitation 
A n old adage states 'P lan for the 
future f rom the m i s t a k e s o f the 
past'. The 125-year environmental 
h i s to ry o f the Y o s e m i t e Nat iona l 
Park in the USA, with the mistakes 
of management and the exploitation 
p r e s s u r e s o f c o n c e s s i o n a i r e s , is 
covered very fully in Yosemite - The 
Embattled Wilderness by Al f red 
R u n t e ( 1 9 9 0 , U n i v e r s i t y o f 
Nebraska Press). 

Yosemite made fascinating reading 
as it t r a c e d the pa rk ' s e n v i r o n ­
mental history for over a century. 
T h e r e w a s n o d i s c i p l i n e o f a 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n . W i t h o u t 
planning, crisis m a n a g e m e n t pre­
d o m i n a t e d w i t h e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
pressing for deve lopments . Lack o f 
data on w h i c h to base d e c i s i o n s 
m a d e f o r ad h o c p l a n n i n g . A n 
annual increase in tourists, facilities 
a n d a m u s e m e n t s w a s for m a n y 
yea r s r e g a r d e d as a m e a s u r e o f 
successful management . 

The passage o f the Yosemite Park 
Act o f 1864 provided for the transfer 
o f the Yosemite Valley and Mariposa 
Grove to the State o f California. The 
park was to be managed by a board 
o f c o m m i s s i o n e r s . It w a s t h e n 

t h o u g h t t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t fo r 
tour i sm w a s bo th l eg i t ima te and 
n e c e s s a r y , b u t b a r e l y h a d t h e 
Y o s e m i t e V a l l e y b e e n s u r v e y e d 
when there rose the chal lenge that 
e v e r y p a r k h a s to f a c e , t h a t 
p r o t e c t i o n in n a m e d i d n o t 
guarantee preservation in actuality. 
Before the area had been surveyed, 
squatters moved in. 

The early his tory of Yosemi te is 
s i m i l a r to t h a t e x p e r i e n c e d in 
A u s t r a l i a - d i s p o s s e s s i o n o f the 
original inhabitants , squat t ing and 
exploi tat ion o f the land. In about 
1S00, smal lpox struck the A h w a n -
eeches and forced their evacuat ion. 
On re turn , t h e y l ived p e a c e f u l l y 
unti l conf l ic t w i th m i n e r s forced 
w h i t e r e t a l i a t i o n a n d c o m p l e t e 
evacuat ion o f t hem from the valley. 
They never returned. T h e tribe had 
pract ised firestick fa rming to the 
extent that the valley's floors were 
extended green m e a d o w s . 

Structures to house tourists began 
to appear by 1857 and the policy o f 
preservation soon changed to one to 
attract tourists with accommodation, 
food and faci l i t ies for h o r s e s and 
vehicles , roads and tracks. Native 

g rasses and f lowers r e t r ea ted to 
parts least used or visited. 

B y 1880 the H i g h S i e r r a s had 
been surveyed and thus given legal 
se t t lement to the mining, logg ing 
and stream-diversion activities that 
had a l r e a d y t a k e n p l ace . T h i r t y 
t h o u s a n d h e c t a r e s o f p r i m e 
t imberland went to private hands 
before 1890 , when an add i t iona l 
a rea o f 6 0 0 0 s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s 
establ ished Yosemite as a national 
park. T h e Act was the rudiment o f 
future ecological awareness . 

In 1891, the United States cavalry 
w a s g i v e n c h a r g e o f p r o v i d i n g 
protection to the mounta inous area 
of the park, the commissioners being 
left with the perplexing prob lem in 
that they were expec ted to protect 
the pa rk as wel l as to deve lop it for 
tourism. 

G r a z i n g o f s h e e p in t h e p a r k 
b e c a m e a p r o b l e m and the a r m y 
actively evicted sheep and shepherds 
to opposite boundaries o f the park. 
The a rmy introduced nat ive trout 
and exotic fish above the waterfalls 
to the h igh a lpine s t reams whe re 
previously none existed. 

After l e av ing Lit t le Deser t wo 
went on to do some day walking in 
M u r r a y - S u n s e t . W y p e r f i e l d and 
Ha t t ah -Kulkyne national parks. I 
would r ecommend them all. 

A l s o o f interest were the smal l 
mallee towns . T h e y had obviously 
been very prosperous in years gone 
by and had, jus t as obviously, fallen 
on hard t imes. Today, though, they 
are beginning to make the most of 
both their his tory and tranquillity, 
a n d w e f o u n d D i r n b o o l a , N h i l , 
Ra inbow. Jepar i t , H o p e t o u n and 
O u y e n all w e l l w o r t h a l i t t l e 
exploration. (I think, though, that 
Reg was disappointed at not being 
a s k e d to s t a y for a w e d d i n g 
breakfast in Dirnboola.) 

L e n H a s k e w 

Desert discovery continued 
meanders quite a lot and this has 
been skilfully done to take walkers 
to little points o f interest. This is 
important because, apart from the 
f irst d a y w h e n Mt A r a p l i l e s 
dominated the southern horizon, a 
w a l k e r ' s o u t l o o k is p r e t t y wel l 
confined by the vegetat ion. We saw 
much ev idence o f k a n g a r o o s and 
emus but we did not see any while 
we were walking. However, we were 
more than compensated by bird life, 
especially around the campsi tes . At 
Mallee C a m p w e had afternoon tea 
watched over by a magnificent black 
kite and at Yel lowgum the morning 
chorus was superb. 

We were very for tunate in that 
there had been h e a v y rain qui te 
recently but we walked through a 
large area o f the park that had been 
badly burnt in January of this year 
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f rom f i res c a u s e d by l i g h t n i n g 
strikes. It was surprising jus t how 
the s p r i n g g r o w t h w a s r a p i d l y 
rehabilitating the area and it was 
in te res t ing to see la rge a reas o f 
white-flowered sundew in between 
the blackened mallee branches. As 
we walked through large areas of 
monocultures, we wondered if they 
were the result of previous bushfires. 

W e f o u n d t h a t m i l d d a y t i m e 
t e m p e r a t u r e s and a b u n d a n c e o f 
spr ing sunsh ine made the Deser t 
Discovery Walk an ideal alternative 
to walks in wet ter and colder areas. 
We also had the track to ourselves 
and t h i s w a s an a d d e d b o n u s . 
Temperatures in s u m m e r and mid-
autumn often exceed 40 degrees and 
w a l k i n g t h e n w o u l d b e v e r y 
different to the gentfe exper ience 
that we had. 



S a n F r a n c i s c o r e q u i r e d a n 
extension o f their wa te r supp ly and 
in 1913 approval w a s g iven to d a m 
t h e H e t c h H e t c h y Valley, a m i n ­
i a tu re o f the Y o s e m i t e Val ley. In 
1963 , a p roposa l to d e m o l i s h the 
d a m did no t eventuate - shades o f 
Lake Pedder! 

In 1901 , Congress passed a Right 
o f W a y A c t a l l o w i n g 
utility corridors across all ^ * ^ 
publ ic lands. Conceivably fjj&F ^ . 
t h i s c o u l d h a v e m e a n t • * • • » -
a q u e d u c t s , t u n n e l s , 
p o w e r p o l e s a n d l i n e s 
e v e n i f a pa rk s tood in 
their way. An excision o f 
6 0 s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s 
granted for a ra i lway was 
m a d e , o s t e n s i b l y t o 
provide winter access, but 
really to facilitate logging 
operat ions. 

In 1906, the control o f 
t h e p a r k c h a n g e d f rom 
the State o f California to 
the federal authorities. 

C h a n g e s o f s u p e r ­
intendents were exploited 
to secure concessions and, 
coupled wi th an array o f 
c i r cu la r s , le t te rs to the 
edi tor and to polit icians, 
and adver t isements , the 
lessees ' strategies p roved 
highly effective. 

T e n s i o n s i n c r e a s e d 
b e t w e e n c i v i l i a n a n d 
mil i tary superintendents 
a n d in 1914 t h e e ra o f 
a r m y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
c a m e to a c l o s e . T h e 
arrival o f civilian admin­
i s t r a t i o n p r e s a g e d t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e 
Nat ional Parks Service in 
1 9 1 6 . C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ' 
ideals o f an agency that 
c o u l d b e d e d i c a t e d t o 
oversee the protection o f the nation's 
resources had been real ised. H o w ­
ever, the pressures for exploitat ion 
o f the e n v i r o n m e n t b y i n c r e a s e d 
tour ism continued. 

T h e b e g i n n i n g s o f s c i e n t i f i c 
r e s e a r c h to q u a n t i f y p r o t e c t i o n 
ideals began in 1914 w h e n Joseph 
Grinall , the Director o f Vertebrate 

Z o o l o g y i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 
California, commenced a survey to 
identify all the birds, m a m m a l s and 
r ep t i l e s to d e t e r m i n e t h e i r d is t ­
r i b u t i o n , h a b i t s a n d e c o l o g i c a l 
relat ionships. His proposal that the 
p a r k b e m a n a g e d as an i s land o f 
b io log ica l d ivers i ty r ece ived l i t t le 
support , the superintendents be ing 

The epitome of Yosemite National Park - river, meadow, 
forest, waterfall, cliffs, mountains - and not forgetting 

the hidden biota. Photo by Fiona MacDonald Brand 

more concerned wi th attracting and 
accommoda t ing additional visi tors. 

T h e success o f a year 's w o r k were 
the statistics in the annual repor t 
s h o w i n g an i n c r e a s e in v i s i t o r s . 
Visi tors increased to 3 244 512 in 
1987, an increase of 261 754 from 
the previous year. The predict ion o f 
a retiring commissioner in the 1860s 

that the n u m b e r o f visi tors wou ld 
be in the mil l ions in a century w a s 
real ised. 

E v e r y s e r i o u s c a l l f o r l e s s 
deve lopment c a m e from outs ide the 
gove rnmen t bureaucracy whi le the 
l e s s e e s o f t h e p a r k c o n c e s s i o n s 
lobbied for more . D r John Merr ian , 
Pres ident o f the Carnegie Institute, 

p r o p o s e d t h a t i t w a s 
e s s e n t i a l to g o b a c k to 
f u n d a m e n t a l i n v e s t ­
i g a t i o n o f t h e o b j e c t s 
dominan t in the greater 
va lues o f the park . Th i s 
w a s t h e o r i g i n o f a 
n a t i o n a l pa rk b o a r d o f 
expert advisers w h o m e t 
and addressed every issue 
that might have affected 
the park, such as dredging 
Mi r ro r Lake to i m p r o v e 
reflections, cutt ing down 
groves o f trees to disclose 
t h e v i e w , c a b l e w a y s , 
s an i t a t ion and s e w a g e , 
t r a i l l o c a t i o n s , t r a f f i c 
circulation, and relocation 
of Yosemite Village. T h e y 
were faced by concession­
a i res w h o be l i eved tha t 
there wasn ' t any prob lem 
that couldn' t be solved by 
providing more accomm­
odation and facilities for 
visitors. The deaths o f the 
leaders in this campaign 
for environmental aware­
ness brought its impetus 
t o a c l o s e , l a t e r t o b e 
r e v i v e d o n l y i n t e r ­
mittently. 

T h e popu la r i t y o f the 
motor car influenced park 
p o l i c i e s a n d , w i t h t h e 
comple t ion o f an all-year 
h i g h w a y i n 1 9 2 6 , t h e 
number o f visitors in 1927 

d r a m a t i c a l l y to r o s e 
4 9 0 4 3 0 . A f t e r t h e D e p r e s s i o n , 
gove rnmen t priorit ies were to put 
peop le back to work . For the next 
n ine years , work corps were used in 
c o n s t r u c t i n g r o a d s , b r i d g e s , 
firebreaks, shelters, picnic sites and 
t r a c k s w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e o f 
increas ing the n u m b e r o f vis i tors 

(continued on page 16) 



Environment v. exploitation continued from page 15 

o f t h e w i t h o u t c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
biological implicat ions. 

In 1945 the Director of the National 
Park Service instructed the board to 
address the issue o f d e v e l o p m e n t . 
This set the theme for the next 40 
years of park planning and debate. 
The Leopo ld C o m m i t t e e repor t o f 
1968 had ushered in another burst 
o f e c o l o g i c a l a w a r e n e s s and 
c o m m i t m e n t to r e i t e r a t e t h e 
proposals that biologists had earlier 
advanced. The park service changed 
little and was in practice suspicious 
of anything deeply scientific. 

Over the years, problems which are 
not unfamiliar in Australia emerged, 
to be buried and reappear. The 'To 
burn or not to burn' controversy raged 
over a long per iod and prescr ibed 
burning has now been introduced as 
policy. 

In 1968 Garrett Harden, Professor 
of Human Ecology at the University 
of California, addressed the futility 
of pleading for voluntary restraint to 
protect the envi ronment when those 
involved were intent on increasing 
personal gain. There was the duality 
o f m a n a g i n g the park for p r iva te 
profit and resource conservation. 

A n o t h e r m a n a g e m e n t plan w a s 
c o m m e n c e d in 1 9 6 8 . r e v i s i n g 
argument to limit access, particularly 
after a riot occur red on a ho l iday 
weekend. Some idea of the magnitude 
of the problem of the large number of 
visitors can be realised when you learn 
that the park has a 22-ccll gao! and a 
resident magistrate. Access to major 
points of tourist interest was to be by 
publ ic t ranspor t . A ^ a b l e w a y w a s 
proposed and the absence of park 
ob jec t ions m a d e conse rva t ion i s t s 
believe that it was a preferred option. 

In 1 9 7 4 t h e m a s t e r p l a n w a s 
rejected and planning was th rown 
open to the d r a w n - o u t p roces s of 
p u b l i c c o m m e n t a n d c i t i z ens* 
w o r k s h o p s . M o r e t h a n 6 0 0 0 0 
participated and. in 1978, comment 
was i nc luded in the mas te r p lan 
released finally in 1980. However, the 
ques t ion o f the future o f Yosemite 
remained unanswered; the question 

of what was the primary purpose of 
the park is still relatively unresolved. 
If it was to be preservation, should 
everything tangential to that objective 
be r emoved? The amount o f capital 
i n v e s t e d w a s t o o m u c h a n d t h e 
existing complexes now had a possible 
h e r i t a g e v a l u e . In a s p i r i t o f 
compromise , the features remain with 
the e x i s t e n c e o f d e v e l o p m e n t 
con t inu ing to p r o m o t e its o w n self 
p r e s e r v a t i o n - the n e w p lan o n l y 
suggested redirection. 

It t o o k o v e r a c e n t u r y for a 
management plan to evolve, but it was 
too long a pe r iod , for m o s t o f the 
damage had been done by then. 

Our parks are being subjected to the 
s a m e p r e s s u r e s in t h e n a m e o f 
tourism, skiing, horse riding or trail 
bike riding, with the argument that 
facilities for these sports have to be 
provided because of public demand . 
The motive of profit never comes into 
the equa t ion and protect ion o f the 
env i ronment is a little or unknown 
factor. The full text o f the Yosemite 
book should be required reading for 
all involved in the m a n a g e m e n t o f 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s a n d a l s o fo r 
conservation organisat ions. Insidious 
i n r o a d s c a n b e m a d e t h r o u g h 
ignorance of biological demands and 
t h e p r o g r e s s i o n o f e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
taking advantage o f the weaknesses 
in cur ren t pol ic ies or m a n a g e m e n t 
plans and proposing yet another small 
facility. 

After 18 years Namadgi still only 
has an o u t d a t e d and no t w h o l l y 
applicable managemen t plan. A new 
version is being rewritten - how much 
longer will it be before it b e c o m e s 
policy for the park? A long while yet, 
with the issue of a draft, the process 
of public consultat ion, amendmen t of 
the draft, a p p r o v a l s and the final 
issue o f the plan. 

Does Yosemi tes history give you a 
sense o f deja vu? 

R e g A l d e r 
Reg's original article has been edited 

substantially due to space restrictions. 

Contributions 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s to the NPA 
Bulletin, be they photographs 
or art icles, are a lways very 
we lcome . Preference is given 
to a r t i c l e s a b o u t t h e 
envi ronment or conservation. 
Repor ts o f trips are we lcome 
but keep them to two pages , 
i n c l u d i n g p h o t o g r a p h s . 
Please contact the NPAoffice, 
phone 282 5813, o r t h e editor 
at G r e e n W o r d s , p h o n e 
247 0059. 

Deadlines 
Deadl ines for contr ibutions and 
a d v e r t i s i n g a re : 1 F e b r u a r y , 
1 May, 1 August and 1 November. 

NPA Bulletin 
advertising rates 1997 

Black and white only 

For camera ready artwork: 

Full page $150.00 

Half page $80.00 

One third page $60.00 

Column cm $3.00 
($10.00 min imum i 

For typeset t ing add 50Cr 

Insert $120.00 
(supplied ready. lOg or iessi 

Cottage to let 
Mallacoota - Mudbr ick cottage 
available. Sleeps 6 -8 . Adjacent 
b u s h / b e a c h . Easy to wa lk to 
t o w n . A b u n d a n t b i rd l i fe and 
wi ld l i f e . Ideal base c a m p for 
coastal walks. Reasonable rates. 
C o n t a c t Ba rba ra or Chr i s de 
Bruine (06) 258 6478 (w) 
(06) 258 3531 (h). 



Black and white? Colourful Antarctica 
Adrienne addressed the September 
general meeting on her trip to 
Antarctica. 

There is no w a y I can cover m y trip 
to t h e d e e p s o u t h l a s t J a n u a r y 
briefly. I give y o u some jot t ings, and 
y o u m u s t le t your imagina t ion go 
(mine ran r iot) . 

T h e j o u r n e y 
A friend and I flew from Austral ia to 
A r g e n t i n a o n Chr i s tmas day, and 
spent a w e e k in Patagonia and Tierra 
del Fuego (and thereby hangs a tale) 
before the main trip. Departed in the 
R u s s i a n i c e b r e a k e r , Kapitan 
Klebnikov, f r o m U s h u a i a on t h e 
Beagle Channel in Tierra del Fuego 
on 2 January. South in a day and two 
n i g h t s o f c a l m seas t h r o u g h t h e 
Roar ing Forties and Furious Fifties, 
to the Antarct ic Peninsula. A quick 
side t r ip a round into the Wedde l l 
S e a , t h e n a w e e k e x p l o r i n g [ the 
p e n g u i n s of] the S o u t h She t l and 
Islands, down the western side o f the 
peninsula, and its islands. Out into 
the open o f the Bell ingshausen Sea, 
to the ex t r eme ly i so la ted Pe te r I 
Island. Blending into the A m u n d s e n 
Sea, then through thick pack ice into 
the mirror-calm Ross Sea and sailing 
a long the spectacular Ross Ice Shelf. 
A r o u n d t h e e d g e o f R o s s I s land , 
d o m i n a t e d b y t h e ac t ive v o l c a n o 

M t Erebus, south through the fast ice 
o f M c M u r d o Sound to Amer ican and 
N e w Zealand research bases. Very 
mov ing visits to three o f the historic 
huts from the heroic age o f Antarct ic 
exploration; Scott 's Discovery Hut , 
and Shackleton's and Scott/s huts at 
Cape Royds and Cape Evans . Nor th 
along the spectacular wes t coast o f 
the sound and the Ross Sea , w i th 
excursions into the fascinating D r y 
Valleys, and a close-up visit from an 
emperor penguin. Left the continent 
behind, passed the Balleny Islands 
w i t h a s h o r t p a u s e , a n d o n t o 
amazing visits to Macquar ie Island, 
then N e w Zealand 's Campbel l and 
A u c k l a n d Is lands. O n 31 J a n u a r y 
w e sailed u p the Yarra into the hear t 
o f M e l b o u r n e ( n o t H o b a r t a s 
o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d , and t h e r e b y 
hangs another tale). 

Penguins 
A summary of the penguins w e came 
to k n o w (and, in m y case certainly, 
to love) . T h e different species s h o w 
considerable variety, given the usual 
impression o f ' a penguin is black and 
whi te ' . 

Adelies 
This one is the absolute ep i tome o f 
the fas t id ious wh i t e t ie and tai ls 
gent leman. A top hat , si lk scar f and 
e b o n y cane w o u l d not have ra ised 

an eyebrow. Excep t their o w n whi te 
eye r ing g ives them a pe rmanen t 
quizzical look. 

Chinstraps 

A l s o b lack and white , bu t wi th an 
i m m a c u l a t e fine b l a c k l ine f rom 
c h e e k to c h e e k cons t r a in ing a n y 
t endency to double chins . 

Emperors 

T h e largest o f the penguins, and the 
on ly one to breed through the dead 
o f win te r in rooker ies actual ly on 
mainland fast ice. Both parents take 
weeks- long turns nurturing the egg, 
and then the small chick, on the tops 
of their feet to keep it off the ice, 
fur ther k e e p i n g i t w a r m unde r a 
copious skin fold. 

Gentoos 
A whi te splash on either side o f the 
h e a d a b o v e and beh ind the eyes , 
comica l ly p ink feet. 

Hoihos (yellow-eyed penguins) 
F a r a n d a w a y the s h y e s t o f t h e 
species w e c a m e across. Grey wi th 
a pa le front, and wi th an indist inct 
l i g h t y e l l o w i s h h o r i z o n t a l s t r ipe 
beh ind their eyes which are, indeed, 
yel low. H o i h o is their Maori n a m e 
a n d t h e y o c c u r a r o u n d N e w 
Zea land ' s sou the rn fjords and its 
subantarct ic islands. 

Admiralty Mountains, NW Ross Sea coast off Cape Roget. Photo by Adrienne Nicholson 



Black and white? Colourful Antarctica continued 

Kings 
Similar to Emperors but smaller , 
brighter ' in colouring at least, who 
k n o w s abou t the b ra in i o r a n g e 
patches sweeping back about the 
neck and head. Inhabit subantarctic 
areas, huge rookeries on Macquar ie 
Island beaches. 

Macaronis 
Named lor the yel low fly-away crest 
of yel low feathers on either side of 
the top ot the head ' 's tuck a feather 
in his cap, and called it "macaroni" , 
from a h a i r s t y l e in the d a y s o f 
Yankee Doodle Dandeei . 

Rock/toppers 
Vorv few of these, and possibly some 
amonu the royals ' which they closely 
r e s e m b l e i at S a n d y B a y on 
Macquarie Island. 

Royals 
A n o t h e r c r e s t e d s p e c i e s , w i t h 
another version of the long, yel low 
headdress feathers. 

Antarct ic and subantarctic peng­
uins rarely come in ones or twos, 
except maybe at sea, foraging. At 
home in their breeding rookeries , 
they come in their thousands, their 
tens of thousands, their hundreds o f 
thousands! 1 was not prepared for 
my first sight of a colony on, fittingly. 
P e n g u i n Is land of f K i n g G e o r g e 
Island in the South Shetland group, 
even though I had wished for and 
dreamt about such a happening for 
decades Pic tures o f p e n g u i n s in 
number s descr ibed as 'fifty thou­
sand breeding pairs' are amazing; to 
be right in there amongs t them is 
unbelievable. Throughout the whole 
trip we must have seen mill ions of 
penguins and, contrary to rumour, 
I did n o t photograph every one of 
them. Some got away-
O t h e r b i r d s 

C a p e p e t r e l s ( p i n t a d o s ) , g i a n t 
petrels, wander ing albatross, royal 
albatross, b lack-browed albatross, 
light-mantled sooty albatross, Arctic 
terns, Wilson's storm petrels, skuas, 
kelp gul l s , p r ions , shea thb i l l s (a 
land bird), blue-eyed shags, etc, etc. 

'If you want your soul to smile, look at a penguin!' (from Heidi, a fellow 
passenger). Photo by Adrienne Nicholson 

W h a l e s 
Kil ler wha l e s (o rcas ) , h u m p b a c k 
whales, minke whales and dolphins, 
and so on. 

S e a l s 
Elephant seals (gross , in size and 
cha rac te r ) , c r abea te r s , w e d d e l l s , 
leopards (eat penguins) , Ross seal 
' r a r e l y s igh ted , the re fo re a real 
t r e a t ) , h o o k e r s ea l i o n s . N e w 
Zealand fur seals, and maybe more . 

G e o g r a p h y / g e o l o g y / l a n d f o r m s 
Volcanic activity past and present. 
I ce and s n o w l a y e r e d b e t w e e n 
volcanic ash layers. Hot fresh spring 
w a t e r s e e p i n g ou t o n t o icy sea 
w a t e r ( D e c e p t i o n I s l a n d ) . T h e 
s p e c t a c u l a r L e m a i r e C h a n n e l 
formed by an ea r thquake a long a 
fault line. The smok ing top of Mt 
Erebus on Ross I s land . T h e Dry 
Va l leys to the w e s t o f M c M u r d o 
Sound. Pack ice, fast ice. icebergs, 
b e r g y bi ts , e t c . G l a c i e r s c a l v i n g 
w o n d e r f u l s c u l p t u r a l f o r m s as 
icebergs into the sea , ice she lves 
calving flat-topped icebergs into the 
sea. Granites, sedimentary rocks, all 
kinds o f geology. 

V e g e t a t i o n 

For Antarct ica itself, two flowering 
species but only in the far north o f 
the Antarctic Peninsula (Antarct ic 

pear lwort and a grass species) . For 
the rest, mosses , l ichens and algae 
which nevertheless add an amazing 
amount of colour not only to rocks 
and soil, but also to ice and snow. 
Subantarct ic islands are a different 
matter, with a wealth of vegetat ion 
too numerous to describe. 

S c i e n c e a n d e n v i r o n m e n t 
A s a w o r l d p a r k , the A n t a r c t i c 
deserves its unique status. For the 
s c e n e r y , the s u p e r l a t i v e s s p e c ­
tacular, magnificent, amazing seem 
inadequate. Despi te man's exploit­
at ion last and th is cen tu ry , the 
animals are not afraid of people, and 
this fact alone makes it an excep­
tional place, deserving of preserv­
a t i o n f r o m a n y fo rm o f f u t u r e 
exploitation (a problem for tourism, 
no matter how ecological ly sound) . 
S o m e o f the r e s e a r c h b a s e s are 
h ighly env i ronmenta l ly aware , to 
the p o i n t o f c l e a n i n g up p a s t 
problems, both of their own making 
and, in some cases , of other nations. 
N o w a d a y s , theoret ical ly wha teve r 
goes d o w n , c o m e s back . A t s o m e 
bases, the policy o f removing past 
rubbish still has a w a y to go. On the 
peninsu la , wh ich is so access ib le 
from South Amer ica , the potential 
for swamping by tourists is real and 
it is to be h o p e d t h a t c o d e s o f 



prac t i ce for tour is ts and for t ou r 
companies can b e he ld up . Our ship 
d i s c h a r g e d n o w a s t e a f t e r w e 
c r o s s e d 6 0 d e g r e e s s o u t h , t h e 
demarca t ion l ine for the Antarct ic 
Trea ty to c o m e in to effect. It h a d 
sophist icated wate r t reatment and 
recycl ing plants , and I bel ieve the 
' e n g i n e r o o m t r i p s ' w e r e m o s t 
i m p r e s s i v e a n d i n f o r m a t i v e o n 
va r ious e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y f r iendly 
points to runn ing the ship (as m u c h 
as a t humping great diesel engined 
s h i p p l o u g h i n g i t s w a y t h r o u g h 
thick and thin can b e 'friendly'). 

Heri tage 
D o w n the Antarct ic Peninsula there 
is a wea l th o f history. Shipwrecks , 
su rv ivor s ' s tone hu t s , c rosses for 
those less for tunate , ru ins o f o ld 
whal ing stations, even m a n y o f the 
geograph ica l n a m e s are from the 
p a s t h i s t o r y o f e x p l o r a t i o n , and 
exploi tat ion. A r o u n d the Ross Sea 
area w e visited several historic huts. 
The dry cold preserves wel l , and the 
huts still ho ld provis ions and even 
personal effects, as left by the ear ly 
part ies. T h e N e w Zealanders seem 
t o b e d o i n g a g o o d j o b w i t h an 
Antarct ic heri tage program working 
w e l l . W e w e r e t i g h t l y ( b u t n o t 
unreasonably) control led for these 
shore excursions, in several p laces 
l imited to smal l numbers at any one 
t ime. Visi tors to the historic huts , 
for ins tance , are l imi ted to six or 
e i g h t a t a t i m e , a n d m u s t b e 
accompanied by an official guide . I 
was qui te impressed wi th both the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d t h e f l e x i b i l i t y 
wh ich enabled our opportunit ies to 
be maximised whi le still keep ing u p 
a l l p o s s i b l e p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e 
envi ronment . W h e t h e r this can be 
preserved wi th the ever-increasing 
number s going south, I don' t know, 
but I s incerely hope so. 

T h e weather 
F a n t a s t i c , b l u e sk i e s a n d w h i t e 
fluffy c louds m u c h of the t ime, ca lm 
seas and very little wind most o f the 
t i m e , a n d t e m p e r a t u r e s m o s t l y 
around zero! You can be very lucky. 

Adr ienne Nicholson 

Days at the NPA office 
Life at the office is never the s a m e and the w o r k never goes away. O n e 
project finishes and another one begins . The phone has been a little 
m o r e silent but still r ings wi th s imilar requests from the public which 
include: 

• Career advice including unpaid labour for w o r k experience with both 
the N S W National Parks and Wildlife Service and the Parks and 
Conservat ion Service 

• cur rency o f membersh ip and jo in ing enquir ies 
• camping enquir ies for nat ional parks is on the increase wi th the 

s u m m e r hol idays looming 
• reques ts for information for school projects 
• spr ing has sprung and so do spiders! 
• d iseased trees and the removal o f trees from nature strips 
• a reques t from the pre-school to assist wi th c leaning u p after s o m e 

thought less vanda ls dec ided tha t pour ing paint and glue over the 
floor and ceil ing wou ld m a k e for some good entertainment. Our office 
w a s untouched. 

D i a n n e Bostjancic 

Proposed subscription fee increase 
A t the Februa ry genera l mee t ing the commi t t ee wil l pu t forward a 
proposal to increase the annual subscript ion for all categories by $5 .00 . 
Th i s increase wil l go a small w a y towards ba lancing the budget . 

H I M A L A Y A N 
Holidays 

TLeTreLlung Company 
11 Lonsdale St, Braddon, ACT 

Ph: (06) 257 6494 Fax: (06) 257 2963 

email: dastrek@ozemail.com.au 

If you enjoy an informal 
style of travel to out of the 
way places, meeting the 
local people, eating the 
local foods, and learning 
of a culture so different 
from your own, come 
travel with us. 
We go to the regions we 
know well and where 
many of us have spent 
much of our life — Mohan 

Lie- No 225/0/2 

mailto:dastrek@ozemail.com.au


Calendar 
December 
Thursday 5 Commit tee meeting, for location contact Eleanor Stodart 281 5004 (h) 
Thursday 12 Namadgi Subcommit tee , for location contact Robin Miller 281 6314 (h) 

January 
Thursday 23 Envi ronment Subcommit tee , contact S tephen Johnston 254 3738 (h) 

February 
Thursday 6 Commit tee meeting, as for December 
Thursday 13 Namadgi Subcommit tee , as for D e c e m b e r 
Thursday 27 Environment Subcommit tee , as for January 

March 
Thursday 6 Commi t tee meeting, as for D e c e m b e r 
Thursday 13 Namadgi Subcommit tee , as for D e c e m b e r 
Tuesday 25 Envi ronment Subcommit tee , as for January 
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General meetings 
Held at Spm, Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

Thursday 20 February: Planning for the future. Dr Colin Adrian, Director of ACT Parks 
and Conservation Service, will talk about his role and functions, and his vision for Namadgi 
National Park. He will also discuss management planning processes. 

Thursday 20 March: Land of fire and ice. Judy Webster will share with us her experiences 

of trekking in Iceland. 

Thursday 17 April: New additions. A representative from the southern zone of the NSW 
NPWS will tell us about the new national parks that have been declared in the area near us. He 
will discuss conservation problems and what the service has achieved. 


