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NPA B U L L E T I N 

President's foreword 
M y m o s t impor tan t and m o s t pleas
ant duty is to thank all members who 
responded so generously to our ap
pea l for funds . E v e r y y e a r s o m e 
members make a monetary contribu
tion, particularly those who are not 
able to give o f their t ime, but this 
year, in response to our special ap
peal, members have contributed over 
$4000 to date. F rom the donor view
point this is quite a large sum, par
t icular ly in Canber ra ' s uncer ta in 
economic climate, but unfortunately 
that same uncertain economic cli
mate makes our call for donations an 
essential part o f our a im to protect 
natural areas. 

For the 1 9 9 5 - 9 6 financial year, 
NPA recorded a loss o f $8000, even 
with the good response to the appeal, 
and for 1 9 9 6 - 9 7 w e anticipate an 
even b igger loss . We have the re
serves to carry these losses tempo
rarily whi le w e are responding to 
draft m a n a g e m e n t p lans for A C T 
parks, but w e need to work at in
creasing our income to turn our bal
ance o f payments around and then 
to replenish the reserves. Increasing 
membersh ip numbers will be a nec
essary bas is for increasing income. 

A second pleasant duty is to thank 
members for re turning the survey 
form. We had a very good response, 
and you will find a summary o f the 
results on page 4. O n e significant 
f i n d i n g i s t h a t m o s t m e m b e r s 
l ea rned a b o u t N P A f rom fr iends . 
That throws the main thrust o f our 
membersh ip drive into your court! If 
each member could bring in one n e w 
member we would double our m e m 
bership. 

W o r k on r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e 
Boboyan Pines area continues. Our 
r e s p o n s e t o P a r k s a n d 
Conservation's proposal should have 
b e e n r e t u r n e d b y t h e t i m e th i s 
Bulletin is out. A t the last work party 
at Namadgi , members marked rabbit 
warrens within wooded areas around 
the G u d g e n b y v a l l e y so tha t the 
war ren des t ruc t ion t eams wi l l be 
a b l e to f i n d t h e m q u i c k l y a n d 
efficiently. This work par ty s a w a 
demonstration o f warren destruction 

techniques and the formulation o f a 
p r o c e d u r e to p r e v e n t d a m a g e to 
Aboriginal cultural sites. 

The most urgent action b y commit
tee members in the last quarter oc
curred in response to the grading o f 
t racks on O 'Connor Ridge to form 
full-scale roads with potential for ero
sion o f the gutters. Some upkeep o f 
fire trails is obviously necessary, but 
this work seemed to be particularly 
out o f sympathy wi th the area, and 
out o f sympathy with the O 'Connor 
Ridge Park Care Group. However, as 
a result w e did have the opportunity 
to commen t on main tenance plans 
for other parts o f Canberra Nature 
Park and w e have made contact with 
park care groups, which should help 
in the future. 

We have received a copy o f the gov
ernment's response to the Legislative 
Assembly 's inquiry into the expan
sion o f nature-based tourism in the 
ACT. It is a relief to see government 
agreement on some of the points that 
NPA put forward, particularly that 
'ecological attractions should receive 
a higher profile and take into account 
the needs o f conservation as well as 
tourism' wi th the government stat
ing that a key e lement o f its 'ap
proach to raising the profile o f the 
bush parks has been a cont inuing 
commitment to conservation o f these 
areas'. 

The A C T Government has received 
an award from the World Wide Fund 
for Nature for the Best N e w Reserve 
for 1995 for the native grassland re
s e r v e on t h e f o r m e r s i t e o f t h e 
Gungahl in town centre, and at the 
presentation Kate Carnell promised 
to do better next year. However, the 
W W F ' s report card for the A C T noted 
the downgrading of services to the 
parks, which is something w e are all 
too aware of. However m u c h w e ap
plaud n e w reserves, we k n o w that 
they cannot be effective if not given 
adequate resources, as the unsuper
vised grading o f tracks on O'Connor 
Ridge and ploughing o f grassland at 
Gungahlin demonstrate. 

Eleanor Stodart 

Who'll be Father 
Christmas? 
W h e n several m e m b e r s o f the 
commit tee m e t recent ly to dis
cuss the NPA's 1996 -97 budget , 
they cons idered var ious ideas 
for rais ing funds. 

Ever since voluntary c o m m u 
nity organisat ions first began , 
people have been trying to work 
out w a y s o f ra i s ing the m o s t 
funds wi th the least effort. Raf
fles, cake stalls and chocola te 
dr ives have a long h is tory in 
this r ega rd and stil l s e e m to 
h a v e m a n y ded ica ted and re
l e n t l e s s s u p p o r t e r s ; b u t w e 
thought that they might have 
less appeal to the thrifty and 
diet-conscious m e m b e r s o f the 
NPA. Two other activities were 
s u g g e s t e d : an a u c t i o n o f d o 
nated outdoor and bushwalking 
g e a r , p e r h a p s a t t h e N P A ' s 
C h r i s t m a s g e n e r a l m e e t i n g ; 
and a quiz trivia night, perhaps 
at a n o t h e r g e n e r a l m e e t i n g . 
T h e s e w e r e seen as be ing m o r e 
r e l e v a n t to c r a v i n g s fo r the 
b u s h and wi ld intel lectual ex
c i tement evident from our re
cent survey o f member s . 

A s m u c h o f the work already 
invo lved in running t h e NPA— 
apparent from the pages o f this 
Bulletin — falls to a fairly small 
n u m b e r o f people , w e are ask
ing a few other m e m b e r s to of
fer t he i r h e l p b y o r g a n i s i n g 
these fund-raising functions for 
t h e N P A d u r i n g t h e n e x t 
12 months . 

So how about it? 
Please r ing Diane on 282 5813 
w i th your ideas and offer to or
ganise a fund-raising function 
for the N P A and a m e m b e r o f 
the commit tee will get in touch 
wi th y o u to discuss details. 



N E W S 

We were very p leased wi th the re
s p o n s e to the s u r v e y and t h a n k 
those members w h o took the t ime 
to return the form. In a voluntary 
organisa t ion , sat isfying m e m b e r s ' 
n e e d s u s u a l l y d e p e n d s on o t h e r 
m e m b e r s g i v i n g t h e i r t i m e and 
knowledge . A first s tep is to identify 
the needs . T h e response to the sur
vey has confirmed to the commit tee 
that the effort in prepar ing the Bul
letin, for example , is wel l wor th 
while , bu t that we should b e trying 
to provide a greater var ie ty o f out
ings. 

O v e r 9 0 forms have been returned. 
Roughly equal numbers of men and 
women responded. Probably not sur
prisingly, the 4 1 - 6 5 age group was 
by far the largest, with the over 65s 
next . The result confirms that NPA 
needs to attract and hold y o u n g e r 
p e o p l e i f it is to m a i n t a i n i ts 
s trength. 

Most people who remembered how 
they heard about N P A were intro
d u c e d b y f r i e n d s . A s i g n i f i c a n t 

n u m b e r h e a r d a b o u t i t t h r o u g h 
other clubs or through displays such 
as at A C T Alive. This show's that the 
c o m m i t t e e s ability to increase our 
member sh ip is l imited - it is up to 
each and every m e m b e r to encour
age their friends to become involved. 
I f every m e m b e r could br ing in one 
n e w m e m b e r w e wou ld double our 
membersh ip ! 

There were a range o f reasons for 
j o i n i n g the N P A , f r o m p r e d o m i 
n a n t l y to pa r t i c ipa t e soc ia l ly , to 
learning and voic ing concern about 
conservat ion issues. 

Read ing the Bulletin is the most 
important way in which people take 
part in NPA. Al though more people 
value the out ings above the Bulle
tin, far more read the Bulletin than 
participate in other activities. Those 
w h o do not manage to a t tend out
ings or m e e t i n g s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 
said that the main prob lem was a 
lack of t ime, bu t w e evident ly need 
to try and run a greater variety o f 
out ings with more easy and short 

wa lks , but a l so m o r e cha l l eng ing 
walks and part icular ly more walks 
with information about plants, ani
ma l s or geology. And w e evidently 
need to make more of an effort to 
w e l c o m e n e w member s . This effort 
needs to be made by all members , 
part icularly at meet ings when c o m 
mit tee members can be tied d o w n 
by the need to look after the speaker 
or make certain contacts. 

Just over ha l f o f the respondents 
would participate in out ings which 
i n c l u d e c h i l d r e n . S l i g h t l y f e w e r 
were interested in including teenag
ers. A most effective w a y o f catering 
for chi ldren would be through peo
ple with chi ldren offering to lead 
suitable outings. 

There was broad support for a spe
cial event for n e w members , most 
suppor t ing the idea o f a special out
ing rather than a special evening. 
N e w members would be made to fee) 
welcome on any outing, of course, 
bu t special out ings may help people 

continued overleaf 

A day at the NPA office 
Over the past few months , getting 
used to the routine o f the office 
has been an interesting task. Get
t ing used to the variety o f phone 
calls received has been another. 
Here are jus t a few o f the var ious 
requests for information received. 

• Member sh ip enquir ies over the 
pas t three months have num
bered in the vicinity o f 30 to 40 , 
most people being interested in 
the Out ings Program. 

• Nine requests for assistance as
sociated wi th injured creatures 
inc luding m a g p i e s , cocka toos , 
galahs, rosellas. 

• R e q u e s t s to r e m o v e p o s s u m s 
from inside roofs o f houses . 

• In format ion r ega rd ing a nat
ional park somewhere , possibly 
not in Australia, because I could 
not even p ronounce its name . 

Another related to national parks 
in the U S . 
One caller m a d e four a t tempts to 
c o n t a c t t h e o f f i c e r e g a r d i n g 
ranger-guided walks . W h e n I re
turned her call it concluded with 
an enthusiast ic new member . 
Too many requests to count in re
lation to national park ent ry per
mits , especial ly Kosc iusko NP. 
A r e q u e s t to f i n d t h e I D t a g 
n u m b e r f o r a s t r a y d o g . T h e 
y o u n g ca l ler w a s upset , ma in ly 
because her mo the r w o u l d not let 
her k e e p it. 
A p p a r e n t l y s o m e o f the t ra i l s 
th rough Canber ra nature parks 
have had wooden barriers erected 
wi thou t s ignage . A keen cycl is t 
was not impressed w h e n he was 
confronted with one. 
Reques ts for maps o f various nat

iona l p a r k s t h r o u g h o u t A u s 
tralia. 

* Regulat ions and condi t ions per
taining to Per isher Valley. 

* School hol iday program for chil
dren. 

* Information as to whe the r the 
gate to C o o l e m a n H o m e s t e a d 
was closed. 

* A request for a kangaroo cull
ing l icence. 

As the N P A is obviously provid
ing a good referral service for the 
N S W Nat ional Parks and Wildlife 
Service and the A C T Parks and 
Conserva t ion Serv ice , a service 
fee could be levied on these or
gan i sa t ions . It w o u l d cer ta in ly 
s a v e m a n y p e o p l e n u m e r o u s 
phone calls. (I 'm only joking , o f 
course!) 

Dianne Bostjancic 



ACT weed survey 
An Environmental Weed Survey of 
the Australian Capital Territory, 
Berry S and M u l v a n e y M (A repor t 
p r e p a r e d f o r t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counci l o f the South-Eas t R e g i o n 
and Canberra . 2 vo lumes . A u g u s t 
1995.) 

This survey w a s funded b y a grant 
to the counc i l f rom the Save the 
Bush Scheme , and is v i ewed b y the 
council as 'a k e y piece o f research in 
the protection o f our natural ecosys
t ems against threats to their integ
ri ty and as a base l ine for further 
research' . 

Vo lume 1 lists the a ims o f the sur
vey as be ing to identify weeds cur
rent ly degrad ing natural lands in 
the A C T ; to identify species; to sur
vey and m a p the weeds and natural 
plant communi t i es m o s t at risk; to 
rank weeds and to identify species 
for action; to secure a basel ine for 
m a n a g e m e n t strategies and meas 
u rement purposes . 

U s e w a s m a d e o f the 167 ce l l s 
i n to w h i c h the Ter r i to ry w a s di
v ided for the Bird Atlas of the ACT. 
Data w a s ob t a ined f rom f ie ld sur
veys , pub l i shed papers , h e r b a r i u m 
c o l l e c t i o n s , i n d i v i d u a l s a n d t h e 
A C T Parks and Conserva t ion Serv
i ce . R e c o r d s span the y e a r s 1929 
to 1 9 9 5 . 

T h e g rea tes t a l ien spec ies d iver
s i ty occu r s in u rban areas - pa rks , 
g a r d e n s , p a d d o c k s , r o a d v e r g e s 
a n d n a t u r a l a r e a s . A l t o g e t h e r 
10 9 0 4 r e c o r d s o f the 5 3 2 in t ro 
d u c e d s p e c i e s t h a t h a v e e s t a b 
l i s h e d in t h e Ter r i to ry ' s na tu r a l 
vege ta t ion w e r e co l l ec ted and col 
la ted . T h e m o s t d o m i n a n t by sig
n i f icance are : 

Hypericum perforatum (St Johns 
W o r t ) 8 0 g r i d c e l l s , Phalaris 
aquatica ( T o o w o o m b a C a n a r y 
G r a s s ) 76 c e l l s , Pyracantha 
angustifolia ( F i r e t h o r n ) , Rubus 
fruticosus (Blackberry) 53 cells, Aca
cia baileyana ( C o o t a m u n d r a Wat
t le) , Rosa rubiginosa (Briar R o s e ) 
117 ceUs, Salix (Wil low) . 

The mos t widespread weeds were : 
Hypochaeris radicata (Catsear) 151 
grid cells, Cirsium vulgare (Spear 
This t le) 125 cells, Rosa rubiginosa 
( B r i a r R o s e ) 117 c e l l s , Rumex 
acetosella (Sorrel) 110 cells . 

T h i s v o l u m e e x p l o r e s c o n t r o l 
measures and notes that educat ion 
is n e e d e d as p reven t ion is be t t e r 
than control . People need to b e able 
to recognise wh ich plants are in fact 
weeds and the potential r isk to the 
e n v i r o n m e n t o f i n t roduc ing s o m e 
plant species. 

M a n y o r n a m e n t a l p l a n t s cu r 
r en t ly so ld b y n u r s e r i e s p u t o u r 
env i ronment at r isk. 

Vo lume 2 consis ts o f e ight appen
dices . A p p e n d i x 2 g ives ecologica l 
descript ions o f A C T w e e d s and for 
each weed lists family, origin, rea
son for introduction, dispersal meth-
o d s , r e p r o d u c t i o n , d e s c r i p t i o n , 
distribution ( some wi th gr id maps ) , 
invas ive records e lsewhere , impac t 
and r e c o m m e n d e d con t ro l m e a s 
ures. 

Append ix 6a is a record o f species 
found in each o f the 167 gr id cel ls . 
Append ix 6b lists each weed alpha
bet ical ly and the cells in which each 
is found. 

O t h e r a p p e n d i c e s l i s t s o u r c e s , 
da ta forms, dominant, species , sig
nificant sites and reserves, and spe
cies which have naturalised in areas 
wi th a s imilar c l imate to the ACT. 

T h i s m o s t c o m p r e h e n s i v e refer
ence book provides the m u c h needed 
da tabase f rom which future w e e d 
s t ra teg ies can b e d e v e l o p e d . T h e 
Weed Descr ipt ion appendix is wor
thy o f publ icat ion in a coloured for
m a t a l though the 300 pages w o u l d 
need to be condensed considerably 
for a manageab le pocke t identifica
t ion guide . 

Bever ley H a m m o n d 

Results of the member survey continued from previous page 

feel at ease and encourage t h e m to 
try o ther out ings. 

People are obvious ly very happy 
wi th the Bulletin. There were far 
m o r e reques t s for m o r e o f every
th ing than for less. E v e n member s ' 
out ings, where opinion w a s m o s t di
v ided, d r ew m o r e requests for more 
(18) t han for less (15 less p lus 2 
omit ) . One quest ion we did no t ask 
w a s h o w m u c h people would b e pre
pared to pay to retain the Bulletin. 
It has been subsidised b y the A C T 
G o v e r n m e n t d u r i n g the pas t f ew 
years on the basis that it educates 
the c o m m u n i t y about her i tage and 

e n v i r o n m e n t . W e h a v e b e e n to ld 
that this subsidy is not l ikely to con
t inue. W e have started running ad
vert isements bu t they will not m a k e 
a s ignif icant difference. The least 
painful w a y o f cover ing costs wou ld 
be to double the n u m b e r o f m e m 
bers; m o r e painful w o u l d be to in
crease the annual subscr ipt ion or 
reduce the size or f requency o f the 
Bulletin. A s the Bulletin is so impor
tant to m e m b e r s , r educ ing i t wil l 
definitely b e a last resort. So br ing 
in those n e w member s ! 

M o s t m e m b e r s feel that lobbying 
is adequate , a l though m a n y do no t 

k n o w enough about the NPA's lob 
by ing effort. A l m o s t ha l f feel that 
our exposure in the media is inad
equate . 

The space for 'o ther ' comments led 
to a w i d e r a n g e o f s u g g e s t i o n s , 
which are difficult to group, bu t sev
era l s u p p o r t c o n c l u s i o n s r e a c h e d 
f rom a n s w e r s to o the r ques t ions , 
such as the need for a wider range 
of out ings . 

T h a n k y o u a g a i n , a l l w h o re 
sponded . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 



R E P O R T S 

NPA responds to Boboyan rehabilitation 
Dear M s Garrood, 

T h a n k you for invi t ing the NPA to 
c o m m e n t o n t h e d r a f t ' R e 
commendat ions for Rehabilitation of 
B o b o y a n P i n e s ' ( y o u r l e t t e r o f 
21 D e c e m b e r 1995) . A s you know, 
the N P A has been arguing for s o m e 
t ime that the pine plantation should 
b e r emoved and the area planted to 
nat ive vegeta t ion. W e are therefore 
p leased to see tha t ac t ion is n o w 
b e i n g t a k e n to th is end , a l i t t le 
earl ier than envisaged in the 1996 
N a m a d g i M a n a g e m e n t Plan. 

fn r esponding to your letter, w e 
have also taken account o f informa
tion y o u and o ther officers o f the 
P a r k s and C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e 
have provided to the NPA since you 
first wrote to us ( including the brief
ing you provided about the rehabili
ta t ion project at a recent genera l 
mee t ing o f the NPA) . 

We comment in this letter on what 
w e see as the m o r e important issues 
in the rehabil i tat ion project (hence
for th r e f e r r e d to s i m p l y as ' t he 
project ') . C o m m e n t s on each o f the 
draft r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s and o ther 
mat ters in your Recommenda t ions 
paper are in an a t tachment . 

Our main concerns at this stage in 
the development of the project relate 
to its m a n a g e m e n t , p l ann ing and 
funding. We think that as A C T For
ests established and managed the 
Boboyan Pine plantation, it should 
have more responsibility in the re
habilitation project, and accountabil
ity for its eventual ou t come . Th i s 
would be more consistent with prin
ciples o f responsibility and account
abi l i ty genera l ly e spoused b y the 
A C T (and o ther ) g o v e r n m e n t s for 
managing public assets and services. 

It should also have some practi
cal advantage for both A C T Forests 
and the Pa rks and C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S e r v i c e . A s a p ro fess iona l fores t 
manage r , A C T Fores t s s t ands to 
benefi t most from the lessons to be 
learned from a failed forest planta
tion; and i f the responsibil i ty which 

the Parks and Conservat ion Serv
ice present ly seems to carry for the 
project is reduced, it should be able 
to focus more on its pr imary task o f 
park managemen t . 

The N P A is concerned about the 
extent to which , under the present 
d ivis ion o f responsibi l i t ies for the 
p ro jec t , s c a r c e m a n a g e m e n t and 
o ther r e sources in the Parks and 
Conservat ion Service, and particu
larly in Namadg i Park, will b e di
verted to deal with what seems to 
be essential ly a forestry task. It is 
also concerned about how, under the 
present division o f responsibil i t ies, 
shorter and longer te rm objectives 
in the project will be reconciled. F o r 
example , will the rate o f clearing o f 
the pines be de te rmined mainly by 
what is the bes t rate for logging op
erations, o r for the subsequent proc
esses o f rehabil i tat ion? The N P A is 
also concerned about what it per
ceives as insufficient planning for 
the project. 

W h i l e your Recommenda t ions pa
per is impress ive for its detail and 
discussion o f various aspects o f the 
project, it is not a project manage
men t plan: it does not have targets 
for stages in the project, it does not 
ind ica te h o w expend i tu re wi l l b e 
phased, and it does not state h o w 
p r o g r e s s w i l l be m o n i t o r e d a n d 
judged . For a task which you rightly 
descr ibe as 'an e n o r m o u s one , en
counter ing a wide range o f uncer
t a i n t i e s a n d c o m p l e x i t i e s ' , w i t h 
expendi ture that s eems likely to ex
ceed $ 5 0 0 000, we think that appli
ca t ion o f s t anda rd t e c h n i q u e s o f 
project m a n a g e m e n t could great ly 
benefi t overall managemen t o f the 
project. 

A project m a n a g e m e n t plan, that 
takes account o f re levant guidel ines 
in the N a m a d g i M a n a g e m e n t Plan 
and other general strategies for peat 
and weed control , fire m a n a g e m e n t 
and so on , should help to integrate 
systemat ical ly all the numerous ac
tivities involved in the project. W e 
th ink tha t the uncer ta in t i e s and 

complexi t ies o f the project reinforce 
the need for the discipl ine o f plan
ning, even though they m a y lead to 
f requent r e v i e w s o f p l ans as the 
project progresses . 

Our third main concern, related to 
the previous ones , is about funds for 
the project. We think it is important, 
par t icu la r ly in th i s t i m e o f t ight 
budgets , to try to m a k e a realistic 
es t imate o f the total cos t s o f the 
project under various scenarios teg. 
under faster or s lower t ime for com
pletion, with more or less he lp from 
volunteer labour) . Together with a 
more discipl ined approach to plan
ning o f the project , this could help 
to ensure that the funds which are 
needed are provided when they are 
needed, for the mos t efficient com
pletion o f the project. We appreci
ate the w a y you have consulted with 
the NPA on this project, and other 
issues of mutual interest which have 
recent ly arisen. I hope that w e will 
cont inue to have an opportuni ty to 
contr ibute in this w a y towards our 
joint goals o f improving the A C T en
v i ronment . 

Yours s incerely 

Eleanor Stodart 

President 

Christmas party 
A date for your diary 

* • * 
^ December 8 

Christmas party at Nil 
; Desperandum, Tidbinbil la Nature 

Reserve. Share the wonderful 
v iews, and conviviality, and; have 

the opportunity to buy some 
unique collector's i tems or enjoy 

assisting others' enthusiasm. • * 
• • 



Seed collecting for restoration of Boboyan pine plantation. Left: 'the clipper', right: 'the climber'. Photos by Reg Alder. 

Red spot? 
D o e s .your N P A Bulletin have a 
red spot oh the address label . 

I f i t does , this will be the last 
Bulletin you receive until you re
n e w y o u r membersh ip . 

I f y o u have already paid and 
have a red spot, please contact 
Dianne in the office on 282 5813. 

W A N T E D 

New members 
The membersh ip form enclosed with 
this i ssue is to he lp m e m b e r s ap
proach interested friends. 

You can use it for y o u r o w n re
n e w a l i f y o u h a v e los t the o the r 
form, bu t please don' t forget to en
courage others to jo in . 

pkGreen Up I)ay- \ ^'•••y 
U;1'5 Septen&eV 199̂ 5 
('••..Thisois the inaugural ; y e a r f o r , { 

I Green. tJp.-Day.^Tt i s^des ignedto ' , 
p encourage p e o p l e / n o t . ^ e a d y . i n - : ••. 
!•" yo ivedrm"envn-onm actiyi-; : 
; pities, tb jqin.a group 'or^at 'least/tpr. 
; -.become awaf e;'of wliat . ishappen-: 
I i n g and"what needs; t»; be: done. -; 
|-- The ' fu l l liktj of. activities w i l l he 
.^displayed '^a€^Wo^i i :P]^a t yor . ; 
; p h o n e 2 ^ 8 ^ 5 3 6 neare r t l i e d a t K 
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.^.program :needed..; Waikitp'-be'led^. 
h b y . F r a n k . ^ ^ in- / ' 
[ r.terested; p l e a s e .call 'F rank ' o n 

Have you seen any 
fox dens lately? 
I f y o u have seen any fox dens in the 
cleared areas and border ing wood
l and in the O r r o r a l Va l l ey o r at 
Glendale Crossing, in the Boboyan 
Pines area from the locked carpark 
to the fence at Sheep Station Creek, 
or w i t h i n f ive k i l o m e t r e s o f t h e 
M t Clear campground , please notify 
the office so tha t w e can collate the 
informat ion and pass it on to the 
Parks and Conservat ion Service. 

Parks and Conservat ion are moni
tor ing the effect o f the outbreak o f 
rabbit calicivirus on rabbit numbers 
and on preda tors and a l ternat ive 
prey species at the above sites. N P A 
m e m b e r s w h o o f t e n w a l k in 
N a m a d g i m a y d i scover ac t ive fox 
dens . Pass ing on this information 
will assist the moni tor ing. 



R E P O R T S 

Canberra Nature Park 
This is an edited version of an ad
dress given to the June General 
Meeting by Odile Arman, Manager, 
Canberra Nature Park. 
Canberra Nature Park is one o f five 
parks/reserves that are managed by 
the A C T Parks and Conse rva t ion 
Service . As a backd rop to the na
t ional capi tal , the pa rk compr i s e s 
24 na ture rese rves t approx . 6 0 0 0 
hectares) located throughout the ur
ban a rea o f C a n b e r r a . T h e s e re
s e r v e s p r o v i d e c o r r i d o r s for t h e 
m o v e m e n t o f wildlife to other areas 
of habi ta t beyond the urban area. 

The managemen t phi losophy is to 
re ta in the u n d e v e l o p e d charac te r 
and encourage natural rehabili ta
tion. The reserves range from near 
natural to s igni f icant ly modi f ied . 
T h e significant natural features in
c lude open forest, woodland , grass
land and wet lands . S o m e o f these 
features are habitats for threatened 
plant and animal species. Other sig
nificant features inc lude geological , 
Aboriginal and historical sites, some 
of which are listed on the Regis ter 
o f the Nat ional Estate. 

The close proximi ty o f Canberra 
Nature Park to the urban area pro
vides excel lent opportunit ies for rec
r e a t i o n , s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h , 
in te rpre ta t ion and educa t ion . A n 
increased awareness and apprecia
tion by the communi ty o f the park's 
features and values will assist man
agement o f such a valuable resource. 

There are m a n y managemen t is
sues, some of which are addressed 
here. 

One issue that has received con
siderable attention in recent t imes 
is fire management . A fuel manage
men t plan has been prepared and is 
due to be released for publ ic c o m 
m e n t in December . Because Can
berra Nature Park is on the urban 
interface with approximate ly 6 0 0 0 
residences backing on to the reserve, 
fire management , including the pro
tect ion o f life and property, is an 
important issue. The high incidence 
o f fires is usually the result o f hu
man activity, e i ther del ibera te or 
accidental- It is not unusual to have 
200 fires in a season and their fre
quent occurrence can affect the sur

v i v a l o r a l t e r t h e e c o l o g y o f 
popula t ions . A series o f protect ive 
measures are carried out including 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f f i re a c c e s s , f i re
breaks and strategic fuel reduct ion 
in forest areas. A n extensive m o w 
ing program is undertaken to reduce 
fire hazards adjacent to the subur
ban fringe. C o m m u n i t y part icipa
t ion is a l so e n c o u r a g e d to reduce 
these fire hazards . In addition, eco
logical burns are carried out where 
appropriate . 

Another recent development is the 
inclusion o f grassland conservation 
areas into Canberra Nature Park. 
These reserves in Gungahlin are 500 
hectares in total. They are important 
because, nationally, grasslands are 
considered to be a threatened com
munity. They are also the habitat for 
t h r e a t e n e d spec ies i n c l u d i n g the 
striped legless lizard and the golden 
sun moth. The proposed Gungahl in 
town centre was relocated in order 
to protect the legless lizard and its 
habitat. This ach ievement has re
sulted in the conservation area be
i n g n o m i n a t e d b y t h e A C T 
Government to the World Wide Fund 
for Nature as the 'reserve of the year'. 
It is important to understand possi
ble ecological responses to potential 
managemen t practices in the grass
land conse rva t ion areas . Lit t le is 
known about the biology and habi
tat requirements o f the legless lizard. 
A managemen t strategy is required 
to address issues such as fire man
agement , weed control, recreational 
use of the areas, and raising commu
nity awareness. 

A n o n g o i n g i s s u e in C a n b e r r a 
Nature Park is the managemen t o f 
weeds . Occurrences are m a n y and 
varied, and BO are the causes. The 
vigorous nature o f weeds results in 
nat ive species be ing replaced and 
habitats being altered. Every yea r 
a considerable amount o f money is 
s p e n t o n w e e d c o n t r o l a n d t h e 
control p rogram is very' long term. 
Weed conlro] is done by Canberra 
Nature Park staff, park care groups, 

r e n t i n g l o n i p a n y 

11 Lonsdale St. Braddon. ACT 

Ph: (06) 257 6494 Fax; (06) 257 2963 

email: dastrek@oaemail.com.au 

If you enjoy an informal 
style of travel to out of the 
way places, meeting the 
local people, eating the 
local foods, and learning 
of a culture so different 
from your own, come 
travel with us. 
We go to the regions we 
know well and where 
many of us have spent 
much of our life - Mohan 

Le No. 22&D/2 

s 

mailto:dastrek@oaemail.com.au
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contractors and j o b skill t rainees. 
C o m m u n i t y i n t e r e s t in C a n b e r r a 

Nature Pa rk is very h igh and to facili
ta te p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n m a n a g e m e n t 
Park Care was establ ished in 1989. To 
date there are 12 park care groups and 
in the 1994 -95 financial year 3280 vol
unteer hours were recorded, wi thout 
inc luding addit ional hours for meet
ings and planning activities. Park care 
g roups h a v e b e e n involved in w o o d y 
and annual w e e d control , seed col lec
t ion from local nat ive species , propa
gat ing and planting, field survey and 
mapp ing and soil conservat ion works . 
M t Painter has been nomina ted and 
endorsed as a Clean U p Austral ia 2001 
project. It mee t s the p rogram objec
t ives because it is a degraded site that 
requi res rehabi l i ta t ion, i t is a long-
t e r m p r o j e c t r e q u i r i n g e x t e n s i v e 
hands -on w o r k , and there is s t rong 
communi ty interest and wil l ingness to 
part icipate. The p r imary objective for 
M t Painter is to rehabil i tate and re
store the natural habi ta t th rough a 
series o f projects inc luding weed con
trol, t ree p lant ing and gul ly eros ion 
stabilisation. The project is a partner
ship be tween A C T Parks and Conser
v a t i o n S e r v i c e , t h e F r i e n d s o f M t 
Painter and o ther communi ty groups . 
Al ternat ive sources o f funding are be 
ing sought through sponsorship , with 
some success . T h e project i s an excel
lent example o f h o w government and 
the communi ty can work together to 
achieve a c o m m o n goal . 

Ano the r communi ty group that Can
berra Nature Park works closely wi th 
is the Wudli fe Foundat ion . Orphaned, 
sick and injured wildlife are g iven to 
carers for rehabil i tat ion and eventual 
release b a c k into the wi ld . 

A ranger i s on call 2 4 hours per day 
to respond to urgent wildlife calls and 
provide advice on a range o f wildlife 
m a t t e r s . S n a k e s in t h e b a c k y a r d , 
swoop ing magp ies , possums in ch im
neys and kangaroos hit by vehicles are 
some o f the prob lems to be solved. 

Liaison with other agencies and de
velopers is t ime consuming bu t neces
s a r y to e n s u r e t h a t a p p r o p r i a t e 
pract ices are carr ied out in the plan
n i n g s t ages a n d w h e n u n d e r t a k i n g 
works in or adjacent to Canberra Na

tu re P a r k . T h e r e are a n u m b e r o f 
agencies that have infrastructure in 
the r e s e r v e s i n c l u d i n g r e s e r v o i r s , 
power l ines, s to rmwater drains and 
mobi le te lephone instal lat ions. D a m 
age c a u s e d by act iv i t ies a ssoc ia ted 
wi th this infrastructure inc ludes the 
scour ing o f gull ies as a result o f dis
c h a r g i n g w a t e r f r o m r e s e r v o i r s , 
dumping o f was te mater ials , stockpil
ing and trail damage . A C T E W , in c o 
operat ion wi th Canberra Nature Park 
a n d C o o l e m a n R i d g e P a r k C a r e 
Group , is current ly res tor ing a bad ly 
e roded gul ly caused b y d i scharg ing 
wate r from a reservoir on Coo leman 
Ridge . The w o r k is be ing funded by 
A C T E W and marks a turning point . 
This is the first o f a series o f gull ies to 
be restored b y A C T E W . 

There are m a n y o ther m a n a g e m e n t 
issues associated wi th Canberra Na
ture Park including the following: rec
reational user conflicts, in part icular 
m o u n t a i n b i k e s a n d h o r s e - r i d i n g ; 
overuse o f areas resul t ing in c o m p 
action, loss o f vegeta t ion and erosion; 
il legal access ; vandal i sm; graffiti; ex
otic ver tebrates including foxes, rab
bits, b i rds and dogs ; i l legal dumping , 
part icularly since tip fees were intro
duced; littering, which is present in 
the mos t accessible areas; and contin
ued urban expans ion wi th its associ
ated impacts . Canber ra Nature Pa rk 
cont inues to grow, wi thout addit ional 
resources such as staffing and fund
ing to m a n a g e these extensions. A s a 
result o f shr inking budge ts , other av
enues o f revenue such as fee-for-serv-
ice are be ing invest igated. 

T h e Canber ra Na tu re Park Draft 
Plan o f M a n a g e m e n t addresses the 
full range o f issues and provides for a 
managemen t f ramework. In April , the 
draft plan was sent out to agencies for 
comment and these comments are cur
rently be ing incorporated. The revised 
draft plan will be released for publ ic 
c o m m e n t b y the end o f 1996. 

Odile's clear presentation was 
illustrated with well-chosen slides 

and at the conclusion of her talk 
those members present at the meet

ing had a very detailed understand
ing of Canberra Nature Park. 

L e n H a s k e w 

New members 
events 
Following the suggestions made 
in the recent quest ionnaire , the 
Commit tee is organising the fol
l owing act ivi t ies , par t icular ly 
for n e w m e m b e r s . 

Both events are also listed in 
the out ings p rogram. 

Walk and barbecue 
O n Saturday 12 October 1996 
the commi t t ee wil l b e hold ing a 
special event to w e l c o m e n e w 
member s . W e will m e e t at the 
M o l o n g l o G o r g e c a r p a r k at 
9.30 a m for a wa lk to Blue Tiles 
and return to the car pa rk for a 
barbecue lunch. Th i s is an easy 
short wa lk o f approx. s ix ki lo
m e t r e s and su i tab le for chi l 
dren. The commit tee hopes that 
'old ' m e m b e r s wi l l jo in in the oc
casion to w e l c o m e newcomers . 
Everyone a t tending is asked to 
br ing their o w n food and drinks. 

Beginners pack walk 
O n the w e e k e n d o f 30 N o v e m -
b e r - 1 D e c e m b e r t h e W a l k s 
S u b c o m m i t t e e wi l l a r range a 
b e g i n n e r s p a c k w a l k f r o m 
Smoker s G a p to Orrorral Val
ley. This is an easy short wa lk 
o f about 10 ki lometres each day. 
Th i s w a l k is for p e o p l e w h o 
wish to try pack walking but are 
unsure o f where to start, wha t 
equ ipment is needed, etc. I f you 
are interested in this aspect o f 
walking then contact the leader 
as soon as poss ib le . T h e sub
commit tee will arrange the loan 
o f gea r inc luding tents, s leep
ing bags , rucksacks and cook
i n g s t o v e s , a n d wi l l p r o v i d e 
advice on packing and set t ing 
up tents etc. This is a short walk 
and would b e suitable for chil
dren f rom, say, e ight yea r s o f 
age. W h y not m a k e it a family 
occas ion? 



N A M A D G I 

Left: In the March Bullet in an 
Australian Archives photo of 
the Cotter Homestead was 
reproduced. This photomon
tage shows the 1912 homestead 
complex superimposed on a 
1996 background. The 
regrowth of trees on the imme
diate foothills becomes readily 
apparent when compared with 
the earlier photo. The position 
of the homestead buildings was 
located by divining and obser
vation, the site outlined with 
paper strips and photographed. 
The optimum position for the 
camera could not be located 
because of trees on the slope. 
However, for practical pur
poses, the buildings are nearly 
located correctly against the 
background. Photo by Austral
ian Archives and Reg Alder. 



A C T P A R K S 

Above left: Inaugural walkers on the newly opened 
Cooleman Ridge Nature Trail. Photo by Len Haskew. 

Above right: Inside the recently located rock shelter in 
Namadgi National Park. The floor has an area of 

18 square metres. Some tool flakes were found there 
which suggests that it may have been occupied by Abo

riginal people. Rocks at either end provide protection 
from the wind. Right: The viewing platform at the 

Birrigai rock shelter, a point on the Birrigai time trail. 
Photos by Reg Alder. 

Oral History on the Australian Alps 
T h e N P A office h a s rece ived a t compl imenta ry c o p y 
o f the recently comple ted Bibliography of Oral His
tory on the Australian Alps. Compi led by Sue Hodges 
for the Austral ian Alps Lia ison Commit tee , it con
tains the mos t comple te record to date o f oral histo
ries obta ined from people who have an associat ion 
wi th the Austra l ian Alps . 

Copies can be obta ined for $20 .00 each p lus $2 .00 
postage from the Austral ian Alps Liaison Commi t 
tee, P O B o x 20 Bright Victoria 3741 . 



P A R K W A T c H 

Wetlands -
important places 
Canber rans are fortunate to have 
w e t l a n d s w i t h i n t h e i r c i ty . Jer
rabomber ra Wet lands , par t o f Can
ber ra Na tu re Park, is the larges t 
and mos t impor tant wet land in the 
A C T . J e r r a b o m b e r r a W e t l a n d s is 
impor tan t on a regional , nat ional 
and internat ional scale. It provides 
a safe refuge for the waterbirds o f 
Lake Bur ley Griffin, as wel l as for 
v i s i t o r s a n d n o m a d i c b i r d s f r o m 
e lsewhere in Austral ia . N u m e r o u s 
spec i e s f rom the n o r t h e r n h e m i 
sphe re v is i t Aus t ra l i a ' s w e t l a n d s 
each y e a r to e scape the nor thern 
winter . O f these, the smal l wader, 
Latham's snipe, is a regular visi tor 
to J e r r abomber ra dur ing s u m m e r 
and spring.* It comes from China and 
Japan . 

The Scribbly Gum, C a n b e r r a 
N a t u r e P a r k v o l u n t e e r m a g a 
z ine , A u t u m n 1 9 9 6 A 

Of blackberries and 
bunnies 
Blackberr ies a long the S n o w y R ive r 
have taken a bat ter ing in an aerial 
b o m b a r d m e n t . R a n g e r A n d r e w 
Harr igan said infestat ions a long a 
40-ki lometre stretch o f the river in 
the remote and inaccess ible Byadbo 
wi lderness area were successful ly 
sprayed from a helicopter in jus t two 
days . 

W h i l e the re lease o f the r abb i t 
calicivirus has been eagerly awai ted 
a round the country, Kosc iusko Na
tional Park rangers and field staff 
have been burn ing the midnigh t oil 
in spot l ight ing p rograms in the na
t iona l pa rk a n d U l a n d r a N a t u r e 
Reserve . Accord ing to pest species 
c o o r d i n a t o r Russe l K n u t s o n , the 
a i m o f the spot l ight su rveys is to 
establ ish base l ine data on rabbits 
and other wildlife pr ior to arrival o f 
the virus . 

Australian Alps National Parks 
Newsletter, A p r i l 1996 

Lamington by any 
other name 
The local council considered the sug
gest ion that the name o f Laming ton 
N a t i o n a l P a r k b e c h a n g e d to 
W o o n o o n g e r a Nat ional Park after a 
mounta in in the area, in accordance 
with a preference o f R o m e o Lahey's 
for loca l n a m e s . T h e counc i l dis
cussed this in s o m e detail bu t felt 
that Laming ton Nat ional Park was 
k n o w n Austra l ia-wide as well as in
ternat ionally and that the change 
w o u l d b e i n a p p r o p r i a t e af ter 80 
years . 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s o f 
Queens land journa l , June 1996 

A case of not seeing 
the biodiversity for 
the cute and cuddly 
Normal ly w h e n an in t roduced ani
mal is caus ing ser ious envi ronmen
ta l d a m a g e , w h e t h e r o r n o t to 
control its populat ion is not an is
sue. N o t so with the koala on Kan
garoo Island. The media frenzy over 
the issue o f koala control is both re
m a r k a b l e and d isappoin t ing . T h e 
m o s t d i sappoin t ing feature o f the 
koa la i s sue is the mass ive m e d i a 
and publ ic interest it has aroused. 
M a n y species o f p lants and animals 
are disappearing in South Australia. 
S o m e o f these are found nowhere 
else in the wor ld . South Austra l ia is 
in the mids t o f an ext inct ion crisis 
ye t the major environmenta l stories 
o f the yea r wil l be about litter, was te 
disposal , rabbit calicivirus and the 
koala . These are negl igible or sec
ondary issues as far as na ture con
servat ion is concerned. H o w can we 
ge t the pub l i c and m e d i a exc i ted 
about the b ig conservat ion issues -
v e g e t a t i o n c l e a r a n c e , e n v i r o n 
menta l weeds , endangered species, 
creating a comprehensive parks sys
t e m and threa tened habi ta t man
agement? 

Xanthopus, the j o u r n a l o f the 
N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y o f 
S o u t h A u s t r a l i a , A p r i l 1996 

No peaceful 
co-existence for 
dugongs and marinas 
The presence o f dugongs was one o f 
the va lues for which the Great Bar
rier R e e f was listed for Wor ld Her
i tage. T h e southern sect ion o f the 
G r e a t B a r r i e r R e e f i n c l u d e s t h e 
Hinch inb rook area, which has al
ready been identified as the critical 
area for the survival o f this threat
ened sea m a m m a l . (The death rate 
o f dugongs in the area o f the Great 
Barr ier R e e f be tween Cai rns and 
Glads tone has now exceeded their 
r ep roduc t ive capabil i ty. N u m b e r s 
have fallen 5 0 - 8 0 per cen t in the 
last e igh t years . ) Ke i th Wi l l i ams ' 
tourist resort and mar ina proposal 
for Oys te r Point m e a n s a 1000 per 
cent increase in boa t ing activity in 
the Wor ld Her i tage H inch inb rook 
C h a n n e l . B o a t s t r ike, loss o f sea 
g rass and feed ing d i s tu rbance in 
th is m a j o r and vi tal hab i t a t wil l 
s o u n d t h e d e a t h k n e l l f o r t h e 
H i n c h i n b r o o k d u g o n g s . T h e y can 
only survive if their feeding grounds 
remain free o f boa t ing dis turbance 
- even the sound o f a propel ler a 
k i lometre a w a y is a major distur
bance for these shy and sensi t ive 
creatures. 

M e d i a re lease , N o r t h Q u e e n s 
land C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l Inc . , 
Apr i l 1996 

No mines! 
The r e -emergence o f p roposa l s to 
expand min ing in K a k a d u Nat ional 
Park raises the whole issue o f w h y 
w e have parks and w h y some uses 
are i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e m . A l l 
these parks have been created be
cause o f their high environmenta l , 
landscape, wi lderness or other val
ues . Such values are genera l ly irre
p l a c e a b l e . R e a s o n s fo r r e j e c t i n g 
min ing in nat ional parks include: 

• A s t rong communi ty expecta t ion 
that these parks b e protected from 
any activity that could d a m a g e or 
degrade their va lues in any way. 

• Whi l s t the min ing industry had, 



NPA outings program 
September-December 1996 

Outings guide 
D a y walks carry lunch, drinks and protective c lothing. 

Pack walks two o r m o r e days, carry all food and camp ing require

ments. C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 

Car camps facilities often l imited o r non-existent. Vehicles taken 

to site can be used for camping . B O O K E A R L Y 

W I T H L E A D E R . 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and field guide 

studies and ski tours. 

Points to note 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering to lead outings. 

N e w leaders are we l come . T h e outings covenor is happy to suggest locations 

suitable for a walk if y o u d o not have someth ing in m i n d yourself. Feel 

free to send in suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 

you think o f them, with a suggested date. 

All persons jo in ing an out ing o f the National Parks Associat ion o f the 

A C T d o so as volunteers in all respects and as such accept sole responsibility 

for any injury howsoever incurred and the National Parks Associat ion o f 

the A C T , its office bearers and appoin ted leaders are absolved f rom any 

liability in respect o f injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any 

such out ing. 

T h e commi t t ee suggests a dona t ion o f T W E N T Y cents per ki lometre 

D I V I D E D B Y T H E N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S in the car, including 

rhe driver, ( to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver b y each passenger 

accepting transport. Dr ive and walk distances quo ted in the program are 

approximate distances for return journeys. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 
1 - up to 10 k m 

2 - 1 0 k m to 1 5 k m 

3 - 15 k m to 2 0 km 

A - above 20 k m 

Terrain grading 
A - Road, firetrail, track 

B - O p e n forest 

C - Light scrub 

D - Patches o f thick scrub, tegrowth 

E - R o c k scrambling 

F - Exploratory. 

jp tember Saturday walk 

iy Flat and beyond Ref: Michelago 1 :25^V 
Leader: Co l in McAlister Phone: 2S8 4171 

Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8.30am. A pleasant 10 km walk o n fire 

trails from Gudgenby back to Glendale with lunch at Brandy Flat hut. Fine 

views o f both the Booth and Billy Ranges. A n initial descent followed by a 

steep cl imb, but thereafter fairly easy walking. Suitable for beginners. Car 

shuffle involved. 90 km, $18 per car. 

"Note: this walk replaces the one to Bushfold Flats shown in die previous 

program. T h e Bushfold Flats walk has been rescheduled to 15 December (see 

b e l o w ) . ' 

5 - 7 O c t o b e r long weekend pack walk 2 / C / D / E 

Talaterang Reference; C M W Budawangs 

Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 251 6 8 1 7 (h) , 279 1326 (w) 

Contact leader before Thursday 3 October. After a long drive with stops at 

Fitzroy Falls and Cambcwarra Mountain, an easy two and a half hour walk to 

camp at the top o f Ngaityung Falls - a spectacular spot with views into Pigeon 

House Gorge. Next day walk to M t Talaterang without packs, returning to 

campsite. Return to Canberra Monday. 400 km, $80 per car. 

5 - 7 Oc tobe r long weekend canoe trip 

Lake Burrendong/Macquaric River 

Leader: Chris Bellamy Phone: 2 4 9 7 1 6 7 

Relaxing weekend canoe trip launching at Mookerawa SRA at the western 

end o f Lake Burrendong, near Wellington N S W , venturing upstream into 

the deep valley o f the Macquarie River. Canoe-based camping amongst the 

casuarinas at the top o f the lake. Hire or B Y O canoes. Phone leader by 

Wednesday 2 October . Cost $175 per car. 

4—7 O c t o b e r pack walk 3 / A 

H u m e and Hovcl l - Tumbarumba to Talbingo Ref: H & H Guide 

Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4 8 3 0 

Joint NPA/FBI track walk. Leave Canberra on Friday evening, camp at Henry 

Angel Trackhead near Tumbarumba. Over next three days walk through to 

Talbingo, enjoying the sights o f East Burra Creek, Paddy River D a m , and 

Buddong Falls. Transport arrangements t o be advised depending o n numbers. 

Contact leader before 2 7 September for details. 

12 O c t o b e r morning walk and B B Q 1 / A 

M o l o n g l o G o r g e Ref: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4 8 3 0 

Meet at the carpark at Molong lo Gorge at 9.30am. W e will enjoy the easy 

and scenic walk up the gorge, returning for a get-to-know-you family B B Q 

at the picnic area. New members are especially welcome, and all are encouraged 

to turn out for this one. Bring your own everything. 

13 Oc tobe r Sunday walk 2 A / B 

Fishing Gap to Cotter River Ref: Tidbinbil la 1:25 000 

Leaden Max Lawrence Phone: 2 8 8 1370 (h) 

Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 9am. Drive to Tidbinbilla, walk on fire 

trail to Fishing Gap. From there a track drops down to the Cotter River, 

where we will have a leisurely lunch before returning. 60 km, $12 per car. 

16 O c t o b e r Wednesday walk 

Leader: C o l i n McAlister Phone: 2 8 8 4171 

Phone leader for details. This is the first o f a series o f mid-week walks to be 

scheduled for the third Wednesday o f each month . Venues will be decided by 

the leader nearer to the date, but will generally be o f moderate duration and 

not too strenuous. 

19 -21 O c t o b e r three-day pack walk 1 D / E 

Wadbil l iga National Park Ref: Yowrie 1: 25 000 

Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering Phone: 2 8 6 2 1 2 8 

Joint NPA/FBI walk. Contact leaders before 12 October for details. W e intend 

to set up base camps and explore Lake Creek and Queens Pound and 

Wadbilliga Rivers. A specific goal is to see rock orchids in flower. There will 

be some rock-hopping and scrambling, and a steep c l imb is possible. A car 

camp is a possibility for those so inclined. 4 0 0 km, S80 per car. 

19 O c t o b e r Saturday wa lk l / A 

Black Mounta in Nature Ramble Ref: Canberra street directory 

Leader: George Chippendale Phone: 281 2 4 5 4 (h) 

Meet at 9 .30am at the Belconnen Way entrance to Black Mountain Reserve 

(several hundred metres to the east o f Caswell Drive). A morning ramble to 

see the birds and flowers. Suitable for ages 4 - 8 0 . Bring your morning tea, 

camera, binoculars and field guides. Finish before midday. 

20 O c t o b e r Sunday walk 2 / A 

Big H o l e and Marble Arch Ref: Kain 1:25 000 

Leader: Phil Bubb Phone: 2 4 8 6 7 6 8 

Contact leader by Friday. A pleasant walk o n a dedicated walking track to 

two interesting natural sites: the Big Hole , a vast sinkhole, and Marble Arch, 

a l imestone cave through a ridge fol lowed by a narrow and spectacular 

limestone gorge ending in a swimming hole . Drive via Captains Flat with 

some gravel. It may be necessary to wade or paddle across the Shoalhaven 

River. 180 km, $36 per car. 

19 - 2 0 O c t o b e r weekend canoe trip 

Kangaroo Valley/Tallowa D a m 

Leader: Kevin Frawley Phone: 2 8 2 2 9 7 3 ( A H ) 

Easy flarwater weekend trip and introduction to spring. Launch from Tallowa 

D a m in Kangaroo Valley, paddle up the Shoalhaven arm o f the lake to 

Fossickers Inlet and camp overnight, returning next day. Superb scenery and 

wildlife. Suit beginners. Local canoe hire. Contact leader for details. Transport 

cost $ 1 0 0 per car. 

2 4 - 2 8 O c t o b e r pack walk 2 / 3 / A 

H u m e and Hovell - W e e Jasper to T u m u t Ref: H & H Guide 

Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4 8 3 0 

Joint NPA/FBI track walk. Five days o n the H u m e and Hovell track taking 

in Wee Jasper, Log Bridge C a m p , Bossawa camp, T h e Hole , and Walls Creek. 

Transport arrangements to be advised, depending on numbers. Contact leader 

before 18 Oc tobe r for details. 



26 and 27 October day walks 4 / A / C and 3 /A 
Cotter Rocks and Ref: Corin Dam, Rendezvous Creek 1:25 0 0 0 
Alpine Walking Track 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone; 281 4268 

Join the lllawarta branch of the NPA in one or both of two Orroral-based 
Namadgi day walks this weekend. On Saturday we will be taking quite a iong 
walk to Cotter Rocks and return, mainly on tracks but with a steep climb 
through bush up to the rocks. O n Sunday we will be doing the easier walk 
along the new extension of the Alpine Walking Track from Booroomba Rocks 
to the Namadgi Visitors Centre. Phone leader for details. 100 kms, $20 per car. 

28 October—4 November car camp 1/A 

Bournda National Park Ref: Wolumla 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Malcolm Fyfe Phone: 254 3 3 1 0 
This activity includes members of Canberra Ornithologists Group, Buurnda 
is a glorious national park 12 km south ofTathra with great opportunities for 
birdwatching.The bush camping area is on the shores of Lake Wallagooi and 
is a 600 meue walk to the ocean beach. The camp has water, hot showers and 
toilets, but no power. Fees arc $10 per mghi per site plus park entry ($7.50 
per car). Contact leader for information. 500 km, $100 per car. 

3 November Sunday walk 2 / A / B / D 

Bullen Range Ref: Tidbinbilla and Tuggeranong 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Syd Comfort Phone: 286 2578 

Meet ar corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 8.30am. W e will 
start near Tidbinbilla Tracking Station and follow Bullen Range south, 
probably descending to the Murrumbidgee near Red Rocks Gorge. Some 
steep climbs. 70 km. $14 per car. 

2 - 9 November eight-day pack walk 3 /D /E /F 

Deua National Park Ref: Snowball and Badja 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone 254 3738 

This joint activity with the Victorian NPA is an exploratory hike through the 
rugged mountains around the Deua River south of Braidwood. Almost all 
off-track with some river walking and substantial climbs. A challenging 
wilderness experience, so appropriate experience will be required. Contact 
leader well in advance as numbers are limited. About 300 km, $60 per car. 

8 - 1 0 November weekend pack walk 3 / C / D / F 
Alpine Hut site Ref: M t Jagungal and the 

and the Brassies Brassy Mountains 1: 31 680 

Leader: Phil Bubb Phone: 2 4 8 6769 
Contact leader by Wednesday 6 November at latest. For the leader, an 
exploration of the area from Burrungubugge Hut via Kidmans Hut to the 
Alpine Hut site, where we expect io camp. Return via Brassies, and the 
Porcupine Ridge to Burrungubugge Hut. Few tracks exist and a fair bit of 
scrub is expected. 4 0 0 km, $80 per car. 

10 November Sunday family picnic 1/A 

Gudgenby Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 281 5 0 0 4 
Family picniL with time to use a simple binocular microscope to look at 
interesting finds and then J shurt walk after lunch. Leaving Canberra about 
10.00am. Contact leader by previous Wednesday (November). 100 km, 
$20 per car. 

November Saturday walk 

Innor Ridge Ref: Canberra and Hall 1:25 
to the Pinnacle 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738 (h) 

Ring leader for bookings. A bushwalk in Canberra through five sections of 
Canberra Nature Park, including the new addition of Mt Painter. Quite 
challenging with many ups and downs, but excellent views. 

17 November Sunday walk 3 / A / D 

Corang Peak Ref: Corang 1:25 000 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone 286 2 9 8 4 
Meet at Queanbeyan Swimming Pool carpark at 7.30am. Note early start. A 
walk in the Budawangs from the Wog Wog entrance to Corang Peak which 
has 3 6 0 degree views. Side trip to Admiration Point for lunch (scrub bashing). 
Return by same route. 250 km, $50 per car. 

20 November Wednesday walk 
Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4830 

The November edition of our new series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 
leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 2 - 2 5 November pack walk 3 / A / B / C / D 
Mount Tingaringy and waterfalls Ref: Bendoc, Numbla 1:100 0 0 0 
Leaders: Pat and Eric Pickering Phone: 286 2128 

Joint NPA/FBI walk. Four days in total comprising a two-day packwalk (21 
km on track with 680 m climb) to Mt Tingaringy and Tingaringy Falls in 
East Gippsland, plus car camp with medium day and half-day walks to places 
such as Bonanza Gully and various waterfalls. Contact leaders by 15 November 
for details and bookings. Numbers limited. 450 km, $90 per car. 

2 3 - 2 4 November 
Namadgi Work Party 

Leader: Len Haskew Phone 281 4268 

Contact Len by Wednesday to express your interest and find out what work 
is to be done. This is an opportunity for members to demonstrate how much 
they value Namadgi by doing their bit to maintain and improve it. Attend 
either day or both. 

30 November to 1 December weekend pack walk I /A 
Smokers Gap to Orroral River Ref: A C T 1:100 0 0 0 

Leader: David Large Phone: 291 4 8 3 0 
A pack walk designed especially (but not exclusively) for first-time pack 
walkers. Interested members should contact leader early (before 20 November) 
for advice on gear requirements, and it may be possible to arrange private 
loans or commercial hire of equipment. 80 km, $16 per car. 

1 December Sunday walk 2/A 

Brindabella Range Ramble Ref: A C T 1:100 000 
Leader: Steven Forst Phone: 279 1326(w), 251 6817(h) 

Meeting at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and the Cotter Road at 8.30 am. 
A fire trail walk through the tall 'shady' forest between the Cotter River and 
the Brindabella Road. Nestled in a south-cast facing valley, this moist 
temperate/alpine eucalyptus forest provides for pleasant walking even in 
summer. Some views of Canberra. 80 km, $16 per car. 

7 December Saturday walk 2 / A / C 
Googong Reservoir - Compo Canyon Ref: Captains Flat 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 2 8 6 2984(h) 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station at 8.30am. A walk from the carpark at the 
southern end of Googong Reservoir past London Bridge limestone arch, old 
London Bridge Homestead. Curley Falls and then wade across the 
Queanbeyan River to Compo Canyon. Return to cars by similar route. Old 
footwear for crossing the river would be advisable. 50 km, $10 per car. 

8 December NPA Christmas Party 
Location: Nil Desperandum 

Contact: Max Lawrence Phone: 288 1370 
Note this very important occasion in your diaries. Our Christmas party this 
year will be at the fascinating and historic Nil Desperandum homestead in 
Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. There are still some logistics to get in place, and 
you will be advised of the detailed arrangements in the next Bulletin, which 
will come out a week or two before the party. Such details will, of course, 
include a map of how to get there! 

15 December Sunday walk* 2 A / B 

Bushfold Flats Ref: Williamsdale 1:25 0 0 0 

Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3 7 3 8 (h) 

Contact leader for bookings and enquiries. Visit the most recent addition to 
Namadgi National Park via the start of theAlpine WalkingTrack, and return 
along the Mt Tennent ridge. 4 0 km, $8 per car. 
•Rescheduled from 28 September. 

18 December Wednesday walk 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 2 8 6 2984 

The December edition of our new series of monthly mid-week walks. Phone 

leader for details, which will be determined nearer the date. 

2 2 December Sunday walk 2 /A 

M t Gingera (the easy way) Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Col McAIister Phone: 2884171 

Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 8.30am. A walk 
from Mt Ginini carpark to Mt Gingera via Priors Hut and return, a total of 
14 km. Suitable for beginners. The climb from the hut to the top of Gingera 
is about 200 m but the 3 6 0 degree views are worth it. 120 km, $24 per car. 

2 5 - 2 6 January 1997 weekend canoe trip 

Murrumbidgee River 

Leaders: Chris Bellamy (ph. 249 7167) , 

Kevin Frawley (299 3 9 9 5 or 2 8 2 2 9 7 3 h) 

Either start from Jugiong (faster water) and finishing at Gundagai, or from 
Oura Beach above Wagga (slower water) and finishing at Currawananna SF, 
depending on water flows. Good introductory trip for fit beginners. Car-
based camping. BYO canoe or hire in Wagga. Contact leaders for details. 
Cost per car $140. 



P A R K W A T C H 

at least in part, described the crea
t ion o f parks as ' lock ing up ' re
sou rce s , the p h i l o s o p h y b e h i n d 
this type o f reservat ion is one o f 
p e r m a n e n t guaran tee o f pro tec
tion. W h a t resource is so desper
a t e l y n e e d e d t h a t w e h a v e t o 
ob ta in i t f rom conse rva t i on re
serves? There is n o press ing need 
to demand access; access is only 
desired for economic reasons. For 
instance, in Kakadu , the excuse is 
not that the wor ld is short o f ura
n ium, bu t ra ther that Aus t ra l ia 
mus t beat others into the market . 

• D a m a g e to va lues m a y inc lude 
intangible aspects. 

Park Watch, j o u r n a l o f the 
V N P A , J u n e 1996 

Tourism: boon or 
dust? 
E a c h y e a r inc reas ing n u m b e r s o f 
people visit Austral ia seeking wide-
open spaces , scenic g randeur and 
u n p o l l u t e d e n v i r o n m e n t s . T h e s e 
are character is t ic features o f the 
rangelands. A m o n g the burgeon ing 
tourism operators in the rangelands 
are fo rmer and ex i s t ing pas tora l 
propert ies . S o m e are mere ly subsi
d i s ing thei r income" by p rov id ing 
such th ings as fuel, suppl ies and 
camping sites. Others offer tourists 
a g l impse o f life on a catt le station, 
or capitalise on the natural beau ty 
o f w e t l a n d s , g o r g e s a n d e s c a r p 
ment s wi th in their leases . B u t is 

tour ism the answer for the protec
t ion o f rangeland biodivers i ty? Al 
though the ma in focus o f tou r i sm 
opera to rs is na tura l and cul tural 
ecotourism, few actually run ecologi
cally sound tours. S o m e operators 
a t tempt to min imise their ecologi
cal impact , bu t the indust ry has no 
effective w a y o f control l ing opera
tors to ensure sustainable tour i sm 
use o f these rangelands. The l imited 
n u m b e r o f na t iona l p a r k s in the 
r a n g e l a n d s are c o m i n g u n d e r in
c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e . To p r o t e c t 
rangelands biodiversity, key sites for 
tour ism will need to be in areas cur
rent ly used for pas tora l ism. Other
wise , w e w o u l d s imply b e replacing 
one unsustainable use with another. 

Habitat, m a g a z i n e o f the A C F , 
A p r i l 1966 

Footprints gaining an 
ascendancy? 
T h e declara t ion o f the B u d a w a n g 
and Et t rema Wilderness area b y the 
Carr Government has been achieved 
wi th a m i n i m u m of fuss. We have 
ga ined the southern s lopes o f the 
Castle, d o w n to Yadboro River, as an 
addit ion to Mor ton Nat ional Pa rk 
a n d t h e B u d a w a n g W i l d e r n e s s , 
whi le vehicle access remains m u c h 
as it was pre-wilderness declaration. 
The car park at N e w h a v e n G a p wil l 
be relocated b a c k towards Nerr iga 
(about an hour 's wa lk nor th) wi th a 
bonus o f a wi lderness camping area 
a n d to i l e t p r o v i d e d . F o u r - w h e e l -
drive access a long the Tianjara Trail 
wil l only be a l lowed wi th a permi t 
from N P W S . The only lose r s ' are the 
horse riders, w h o will not be permit
ted acces s b e c a u s e o f the r i sk o f 
b r i n g i n g in e x o t i c or d a n g e r o u s 
fauna and flora wi th the animals . 

N P A M i l t o n B r a n c h newsle t te r , 
A p r i l 1996 

What the papers say 
Killer weeds: the most dangerous half dozen 
1. R u b b e r v ine : Smothe r s t rees , 
shades out ground layer, threatens 
associated animals , forms impen
etrable thickets in Queensland 's 
G u l f r iver systems. 
2. Blue thunbergia: Smothers na
tive vegetat ion in the tropical low
l a n d r a i n f o r e s t o f F a r N o r t h 
Queensland. 

3. H y m e n a c h n e : A semi-aqua t ic 
weed that has the potential to to
tal ly change tropical wet lands i f 
no t controlled. 
4. Para grass: A semi-aquatic weed 
t h a t d e s t r o y s b i r d b r e e d i n g 

grounds , chokes s t reams and re
places nat ives in the wet/dry/sub-
tropics. 
5. B i tou bush: Affects a range o f 
coastal sys tems from foredune to 
littoral rainforest, d isplacing na
tive vege ta t ion and wi th an un
k n o w n effect on animals . 

6. A t h e l p i n e : A s m a l l t r e e o f 
dryland r iver sys tems. Disp laces 
nat ive trees; salinises soil; reduces 
animal resources . 

Sydney Morning Herald, 
11 J u n e 1996 

CALM complaint draws critics 
A c a d e m i c g roups have crit icised 
the Depar tmen t o f Conservat ion 
and L a n d M a n a g e m e n t ( C A L M ) 
for compla in ing to Murdoch U n i 
versity's vice-chancel lor about a 
s tudent 's research . T h e g r o u p s 
say C A L M ' s act ion was unusual 
and aga ins t a ccep t ed scient if ic 
practice. It w a s inappropriate for 
C A L M to quest ion the motivat ion 
o f P h D s tuden t , S u s a n R h i n d , 
w h e n her pub l i shed research pa
per showed serious f laws in the 
d e p a r t m e n t ' s f o r e s t r y m a n 

a g e m e n t p r a c t i c e s . T h e g r o u p s 
point to the accepted path o f sci
ence journa ls or seminars to de
b a t e r e l i a b i l i t y o f r e s e a r c h 
m e t h o d s a n d c o n c l u s i o n s . 
M s Rhind's paper, published in the 
W A N a t u r a l i s t journa l , found log
gers left only a third o f the t rees 
required under CALM's guidelines 
and warned o f local extinction o f 
species. 

The West Australian, 
12 A p r i l 1996 



R E S T O R A T I O N 

Orroral Homestead 
Whi le scuds o f rain came d o w n the 
OrToral Valley, but not qui te reach
ing the homes tead , the sub-surface 
dra inage sys tem designed to secure 
under-f loor dryness was comple ted 
on M o n d a y 24 June . 

This operat ion marked the c o m 
plet ion o f an extensive program di
rected towards the restoration o f the 
c l 8 7 0 homes t ead , which wil l pre
serve its fabric well towards its sec
ond century. 

The N P A proposed to the Parks 
Service that a restoration program 
w a s neces sa ry and that it w o u l d 
undertake a principal role in provid
ing assis tance with the c leaning up, 
restoration and stabilisation o f the 
homestead to a state approximat ing 
i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . H e r i t a g e 
grants, administered by the associa
t ion, a l lowed for consu l t an t s and 
contractors to be employed to pro
vide a conservat ion plan, archaeo
logical surveys, measured drawings 
and reconst ruct ion o f the ki tchen 
chimney, replacement o f rotted sup
porting t imbers and flooring, cement 
render ing o f the ch imneys , plaster
ing o f internal walls, guttering, glaz
ing and some doors and windows . 

The NPA provided assis tance in 
c leaning the site and to the contrac
tors and service in many essential 
tasks besides under tak ing s o m e in
dividual projects such as g laz ing , 
d igging out posts , r emoving render
ing and plaster, grout ing o f s tone
w o r k , r e m o v i n g e x c e s s s o i l , 
r e p l a c i n g e n d g a b l e t i m b e r s a n d 
flooring and site clearing. M e m b e r s 
of the Kosc iusko Huts Associa t ion 
assis ted with the ch imney work . 

The w o r k has all been done in the 
spirit o f cooperat ion and will ingness 
o f all concerned to ensure that this 
pr ime example o f last century ver
nacular architecture and workman
s h i p in N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k 
remains secure for m a n y years into 
the n e x t century. It p rov ides the 
principal feature o f European her
i tage in the Orroral Valley. 

R e g A l d e r 

Above: The trench digger used for installing the plastic impervious mem
brane to divert underground water around the Orroral Homestead. The 
trench surrounded the building along the rear and two sides. Below left: 
Artifact found while digging the drainage trench around the homestead, 
perhaps a pie lifter. Below right: Detail of the membrane which was in

stalled in the trench. Photos by Reg Alder. 



Mt Morgan 

Mt Morgan trig before its demolition. Over the years its height had already 
diminished from its original 2.1 metres. Photo by Reg Alder. 

The spectacular prominent trig sta
tion on M t Morgan (1874 metres) has 
been destroyed. The vandals must 
have had a terrific grudge which re
quired dissipation to carry out the 
substantial task o f hurl ing as far as 
possible the individual stones which 
made up a cairn originally 2.1 me
tres high and 2.3 metres in diameter. 
T h e vanes w h i c h su rmoun ted the 
3.6-metre pole are miss ing , either 
hurled into some crevice or carried 
away. Only about ha l f a metre o f the 
stone pile remains. 

T h e pi l ing o f the tr ig stat ion in 
1897 mus t have involved consider
able w o r k in gather ing the stones 

• and carrying them up the steep slope 
to the site. It is a matter o f conjec
ture whether Aboriginal ceremonial 
stone arrangements m a y have been 
destroyed in the process o f gather
ing these stones. 

In o u r M a r c h Bulletin, I w r o t e 
about h o w M t Morgan was originally 
n a m e d M a r a g w r a l l b y s u r v e y o r 
Staple ton , la ter to b e changed to 

Murray. Further research shows that 
the surveyor who established the trig 
station in 1879 noted that the locals 
called the mountain Hal f Moon Peak 
because o f its crescent shape. This 
name continued on maps from the 
early part o f this century, together 
wi th the n a m e M o r g a n Trig Site, 
Morgan Trig Station, Morgan T.S. or 
jus t M o r g a n . Its twin peak to the 
south-west was recorded as Round 
Hal f M o o n Peak. 

In 1 9 7 3 , w i t h t h e i s s u e o f the 
1:100000 scale Tantangra map , there 
was a name change. Hal f M o o n Peak 
was transferred to its twin peak, the 
Round being omitted and our 1874 
eminence b e c a m e known solely as 
M t M o r g a n . In 1979 the 1:25000 
scale map Rendezvous Creek records 
that all names on the map, includ
ing M t Morgan and Hal f M o o n Peak, 
were approved under the Geographi
cal N a m e s A c t o f NSW. 

I have b e e n unab le to find w h o 
Morgan was . A n y ideas? 

R e g Alder 

Contributions 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e NPA 
Bulletin, be they photographs 
o r ar t icles , a re a l w a y s ve ry 
we lcome . Please contact the 
NPA office on phone 282 5813, 
or contact the edi tor at Green 
Words , phone 247 0059. 

Deadlines 
Deadl ines for contr ibut ions and 
a d v e r t i s i n g a r e : 1 F e b r u a r y , 
1 May, 1 August and 1 November . 

NPA Bulletin 
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C O M M E N T 

The report, The Australian Landscape 
- Observations of Explorers and Early 
Settlers, p r o d u c e d fo r t h e 
Murrumbidgee Catchment Manage
ment Authority, is an interesting col
lec t ion o f descr ip t ions by the first 
European explorers and settlers of the 
Australian landscape and Aboriginal 
burning practices. 

But contrary to Tim the Yowie Man's 
s u g g e s t i o n s (NPA Bulletin, J u n e 
1996), the causes and the extent o f 
vegetation changes following the ar
rival o f Europeans in Australia are 
more conjectural than the report sug
gests and the implications, i f any, for 
management o f national parks and 
wilderness areas are unclear. 

One o f the authority's apparent pri
mary objectives in producing the re
port was to counter the 'common belief 
that Australia was a vast expanse of 
thick forest before the arrival of Eu
ropean settlers more than 200 years 
ago and that there has been massive 
clearing of that forest land ever since'. 1 

This statement needs to be consid
e red in two parts. The first part is a 
straw puppet which the authors have 
vigorously pulled to bits. I have not 
read nor heard of anyone suggesting 
that Australia was a vast expanse of 
th ick forest and the au thors have 
failed to provide any evidence that 
such (a common be l i e f exists. 

Burning 
It certainly is reasonable to conclude 
that centuries o f Aboriginal 'firestick 
farming' had a major impact on the 
environment and that cessation of that 
fire regime contributed to significant 
changes in the natural vegetation. But 
one must be cautious about drawing 
too many other hard conclusions. 

Firstly, there are huge gaps in our 
knowledge and understanding of the 
impac t of Aboriginal burning prac
tices. Even if it is true that Aboriginal 
peoples IDUITI regularly, annually, or 
at l eas t o n c e e v e r y th ree or four 
years ' , 2 it has not been established 
author i ta t ively h o w extens ive and 
i n t e n s i v e t h o s e f i res w e r e a n d 
therefore how often and with wha t 
intensity any one area was burnt. Had 

it b e e n as ex tens ive as the repor t 
s u g g e s t s , i t s e e m s s t r a n g e t h a t 
subs tant ia l a reas o f f i re-sensi t ive 
r a in fo res t , ca l l i t r i s and e u c a l y p t 
s p e c i e s s u r v i v e d and tha t , for 
instance, Count Strzelecki and his 
party had to fight their way through 
dense forests in South Gippsland to 
reach Westernport Bay in 1840, only 
five years after European settlement 
in Victoria. 

Secondly, we are in jus t as much 
doubt about the burning practices of 
t h e E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s . W h i l e 
Josephine Flood is quoted in the re
port as writing that when Aboriginal 
people were driven off their land, the 
regular light burning ceased, a report 
by the Victorian Government 's Land 
Conservation Council says: 'European 
settlers, however, used fire to clear the 
native vegetation in preparation for 
agriculture, and pastoralists used fire 
to remove dry grass and encourage 
green shoots for livestock'. 3 The LCC 
report refers to evidence of burning in 
the annual rings o f snow gums and in 
swamp sediments which suggests that 
fires have been more common since 
European settlement'. 4 What we need, 
but are unlikely to get, is a major pro
gram of core sampling across Australia 
before w e can reach any firm conclu
sions one way or the other. 

Thirdly, in addition to the cessation 
of Aboriginal burning, there have been 
other significant changes to the envi
ronment since the early 1800s such as 
the extinction or severe reduction of 
some species o f native fauna and sig
nificant increases in others that ben
efited from European settlement; the 
introduction of foreign animals and 
plants; and the widespread clearing of 
native vegetation. It is quite possible 
that the climate has also changed. 

Fire management is an extremely 
v e x e d and c o m p l e x i s s u e . T h e 
c o m m e n t s by R o g e r G o o d , an au
thority on the effects o f fire on natural 
vegetat ion, in relat ion to the Bud-
a w a n g s h a v e w i d e r a p p l i c a t i o n : 
' . . .controversy and conflict over the 
use o f p r e sc r ibed b u r n i n g wi l l b e 
evident for a long time, while the very 

limited knowledge of the effects of such 
burning on natural ecosys tems and 
individual species exists'. 5 

Unfortunately, in the past, manage
ment seems to have been influenced 
by the dangerous half truth that 'fire 
is good for the bush'. Fire may be good 
for the bush and for the fauna that 
depend on it. But it may also have 
qui te a negat ive impac t if the fre
quency and intensity of the fire does 
not suit the species' requirements. 

Following Good's suggestions for the 
Budawangs, the appropriate approach 
for Australia's protected areas appears 
to be twofold. Relatively intensive fuel 
reduction is necessary in areas adja
cent to rural land and/or residential 
settlement. Burning in the remaining 
areas will depend on the management 
objectives. If, as in the Budawangs, the 
goal is to maintain species diversity 
and a mosaic o f vegetation age classes, 
this can be maintained by fire and pre
scribed burning is acceptable. 6 

'Careful fire management and plan
ning mus t ensure though, that the 
maintenance o f diversity does not be
come a post-fire justification for 'tra
ditional' prescribed burning, that is, 
fuel reduction. In some areas of the 
Budawangs, it may be preferable to 
endeavour to get the vegetation into 
the more mature age classes and the 
later stages of succession. This concept 
takes cognizance of loss o f species di
versity as the shift towards late suc-
cessional stages occurs, but enables 
the vegetation to be more easily ma
nipulated to meet the park objectives. 
Areas o f mature vegetation can be re
turned to earlier successional stages 
by the a p p l i c a t i o n o f e c o l o g i c a l l y 
planned fire, but if the park becomes 
dominated by young, even-aged veg
etation as may occur after regular fire, 
vegetaton options are limited'. 7 

C l e a r i n g 
The catchment authority's report is 
quite correct in referring to a common 
bel ie f that there has been mass ive 
clearing of forest and woodland in Aus
tralia; it is a belief supported by a for
m i d a b l e b o d y o f h i s t o r i c a l a n d 
scientific evidence. 

A burning issue - a response 



C O M M E N T 

For instance, the former Victorian 
Department of Conservation, Forests 
and Lands concluded in 1988: I n 1869 
the total area of forest in Victoria was 
19 983 000 hec ta res , r ep resen t ing 
88 per cent of the State. By 1987 this 
area had been reduced to 7 965 580 
hectares (35 per cent o f the State) , 
comprising 7 045 003 hectares on pub-
He land and 920 577 hectares on free
hold land' . 8 For the purposes o f its 
report, the department defined forest 
as 'all woody vegetation with a height 
greater than 2 metres and a density 
(foliar cover) greater than 10 per cent*. 

The extent and speed of forest re
moval in Australia have been quite 
staggering, particularly considering 
that so much of it was achieved with
out modern machinery. It took just over 
20 years for what was known as the 
Great Forest of South Gippsland to be 
felled and burned, 9 leaving only a small 
relic that is now protected in the Tarra-
Bulga National Park. The Big Scrub, 
the rainforest o f northern New South 
Wales that once covered a large area 
between Lismore and Byron Bay, was 
cleared between 1862 and 1900 1 0 and 
the rainforests of the Dlawarra were 
largely cleared by 1931- 1 1 

M o r e recent ly , i t t o o k j u s t o v e r 
10 years for the remaining 28 000 hec
tares of the HeytesbuTy FoTest in 
south-western Victoria to be cleared 
for dairy farms 1 2 and by 1992 a vast 
area of brigalow in Queensland had 
been replaced by sown pasture and 
cultivation. 1 3 

The report offers a ludicrous apolo
gia for past clearing. T h e cessation of 
regular burning following European 
sett lement al lowed the growth o f a 
thick forest o f young trees that, to
g e t h e r w i t h an i n c r e a s i n g s h r u b 
understorey, choked out the grasses. 
The widespread ringbarking that was 
carried out around the turn of the cen
tury was mostly of this regrowth. The 
landowners were attempting to re-es
tablish the original grazing capacity'. 1 4 

If that is the case one can only con
clude that they went a bit too far! And 
if they were only clearing regrowth, 
how does one account for the numer
ous old photographs o f tall, bleached 
spars standing starkly above the pad
docks , the v ic t ims o f r ingbark ing? 
These were not saplings nor scrub, 

these were trees of great size, o f great 
vintage. 

N o apologia is necessary anyway. 
The original settlers did not have the 
knowledge nor understanding o f the 
environment which w e now have. In
deed, scientists such as William Farrer 
advocated ringbarking as a quick, eco
nomical way of drying and sweeten
ing the soil and thus l imi t ing the 
outbreaks of footrot and liver f luke. 1 5 

C l e a r i n g was a lso one o f the 320 
pounds wor th o f improvements re
quired o f selectors under the 1869 
Grant Land A c t . 1 6 

The real story is well described by 
Professor Geoffrey Bolton in the first 
comprehensive environmental history 
of Australia, Spoils and Spoilers. In a 
chapter, aptly titled They Hated Trees 
(a phrase u sed by Professor Kei th 
Hancock in his 1930 book Australia), 
Professor Bolton writes: T o most set
tlers the trees were simply a nuisance 
to be cleared to make room for build
ing or farming'. 1 7 And contrary to what 
the report claims, the destruction be
gan very soon after European settle
ment. As early as 1803 Governor King 
felt compelled to issue a proclamation 
forbidding felling along the banks o f 
rivers and watersheds. T h e main en
emies o f Australia 's trees were the 
pastoralists. From about 1860, seek
ing clear grazing for their sheep, they 
went in for ringbarking on an enor
mous scale ' 1 8 . 

The clearing continues to this day, 
but we do not have any of the excuses 
of our predecessors. In the 1870s a few 
voiced their concerns, including geo
logical surveyor Reginald A F Murray. 
He was commissioned in 1873 to lead 
a party to open up black coal seams at 
Cape Patterson in south Gippsland. 
Murray's recollections are poignant. 

' . . .most of the best forest land was 
selected, the scrub cut, and the trees 
rung, to the destruction of an incalcu
lable quantity of valuable woods that 
in a few. years might have become 
available for use. There seemed then 
to b e in the depar tmenta l mind a 
d read tha t s e l ec to r s m i g h t m a k e 
money out o f the timber, so they were 
virtually compelled to destroy it, in
stead of clearing well and thoroughly 
only small sections at a time, getting 
produce from them, and extending 

them gradually. Many selectors ex
hausted their capital on scrub cutting 
and t imber ringing over all their se
lections and were unable to maintain 
the clearings; the timber died with the 
dr ied ba rk h a n g i n g f rom it, fresh 
growths o f scrub sprang up, and, un
protected by the green forest, quickly 
dried in summer, so that disastrous 
bush fires were the result, the blaz
ing bark from the dead trees being car
ried ahead by the wind to spread the 
destruction. 

"However, there is no use in crying 
over spilt milk; it is to be hoped that 
better care will be taken of the remain
ing forest resources o f Victoria ' . 1 9 It 
was to be hoped. 

Stephen Johnston 
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Use of fire by Aboriginal people 
T h e M u r r u m b i d g e e C a t c h m e n t 
M a n a g e m e n t C o m m i t t e e h a s re
cent ly publ i shed a book le t on The 
Australian Landscape - Observa
tions of Explorers and Early Settlers. 
This, has led T im the Yowie M a n to 
r ev ive the ques t i on o f A b o r i g i n a l 
b u r n i n g ( 'A b u r n i n g i ssue ' , J u n e 
Bulletin). It is possible to gain the 
impress ion f rom historical records 
that burn ing b y Abor ig ina l people 
w a s vir tual ly continual and indis
cr iminate , wi th the result that the 
higher-rainfall areas o f eighteenth-
century Austral ia were occupied by 
open park land ra ther than forest. 
However , the actual situation m a y 
have been m u c h m o r e complex and, 
in particular, the use o f fire b y A b o 
r iginal people m a y have been m u c h 
m o r e sophist icated. 

This quest ion has been the sub
j e c t o f m a n y s tudies , and it is re
v i ewed in detail in the large section 
on The Forests and Aboriginal So
ciety in Australia's Ever Changing 
Forests (Aust ra l ian Defence Force 
Academy/Aust ra l ian Forest History 
Socie ty) . This sym pos ium provides 
ev idence o f the careful, control led 
use o f fire to p roduce a large range 
of ou tcomes , thereby increasing the 
d ivers i ty o f the vege ta t ion ra ther 

than imposing uniformity. There are 
other significant references to this 
c r e a t i v e u s e o f f i r e . In h i s 
Narrandera Shire, Bill G a m m a g e 
gives a detai led account o f the land 
m a n a g e m e n t p r a c t i c e s o f t h e 
Narrungdera people. These included 
the control led use o f fire to open u p 
grassy ' paddocks ' to a t t ract g a m e 
f r o m t h e a d j o i n i n g fo res t . D a v e 
Ash ton , in his chapter on the tall 
open-fores ts (*Wet sc lerophyl l for
ests') in Australian Vegetation, Cam
br idge Univers i ty Press , observes 
tha t pe r s i s t en t fo lk lo re f rom the 
t ime o f d iscovery by Europeans re
lates both to the r iding o f a horse 
through the virgin forests and to the 
hack ing o f a path for progress . 

He points out that such variat ion 
can be interpreted in te rms o f per
sis tent , pa tchy fire r eg imes . Fur
t h e r , s o m e e a r l y r e p o r t s f r o m 
Sydney refer to the well-spaced trees 
wi th no unders torey , y e t W i l l i a m 
B r a d l e y ' s 1 7 8 8 p a i n t i n g o f P o r t 
J ackson s h o w s qui te dense forest 
wi th a shrubby understorey. Again , 
this apparent contradict ion could be 
expla ined by patch burning. 

T h e obse rva t ions o f s o m e ea r ly 
land explorers m a y also have been 
inf luenced by the fact that they de

pended on horse transport , and so 
had to stay close to the wate r and 
grass. T h e y wou ld not necessar i ly 
obtain a comprehens ive v iew o f the 
vege ta t ion . For e x a m p l e , T h o m a s 
Mi tche l l - s t i ck ing to w a t e r and 
grass - sk i r ted the e n o r m o u s ex
panse o f ma l l ee in nor th -wes te rn 
Victor ia for hundreds o f k i lometres , 
apparent ly wi thout once seeing it. 
It appears from his journa l Three 
Expeditions into the Interior of East
ern Australia that his deputy did 
eventually sight mallee to the north, 
j u s t before the expedi t ion h e a d e d 
south from Moun t Arapiles, and that 
he was surprised by the report . On 
a smaller scale, I have found it pos
sible to drive off-road through areas 
of Queensland that were largely cov
ered by dense layered forest, by fol
l o w i n g l eads a long l o w e r moi s t e r 
g r o u n d occup ied b y g ras sy w o o d 
land. 

J o h n C a r n a h a n 

(The address of the Murrumbidgee 
Catchment Management Commit
tee is c Id Agricultural Research 
Institute, PMB, Pine Gully Road, 
Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650. My 
copy of the booklet was supplied 
courtesy of Carsten Nannestad, 
phone 069 381 832.) 

Areas of conservation significance in Queanbeyan 
Las t y e a r s o m e m e m b e r s o f N P A 
walked though areas o f conservation 
significance in Queanbeyan under 
t h e g u i d a n c e o f C o u n c i l l o r T o m 
Baker. T o m is an act ive m e m b e r o f 
the M o n a r o Conse rva t ion Soc ie ty 
and has a deep concern for the envi
ronmen t and we felt that he should 
have the oppor tuni ty o f ta lking to a 
larger n u m b e r o f members . H e did 
so at the M a y meet ing , and the fol
lowing is prepared from his notes . 

Fo l lowing the ceding o f 17 square 
ki lometres from Yar rowlumla Shire 
f rom J a n u a r y 1995 , Q u e a n b e y a n 
h o w occupies an area o f 47 square 
ki lometres. It lies in the valley o f the 

Queanbeyan River, which j o in s the 
M o l o n g l o a t O a k s E s t a t e . 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a C r e e k , n e x t to 
Jerrabomberra Park, roughly marks 
the eastern boundary. 

W h i l e Q u e a n b e y a n ' s o r ig ins go 
b a c k to 1835, set t lement did not re
ally g row significantly until the A C T 
became the seat o f government . The 
populat ion o f 27 600 is expec ted to 
increase to roughly 44 000 by the 
yea r 2032 , through deve lopment at 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a H e i g h t s , J e r r a 
b o m b e r r a Pa rk , the Pop l a r s a n d 
Environa/Tralee. The Gale precinct 
was recently rezoned for u p to 45 per 
cent to be used for urban develop

ment . However , it is subject to a land 
c la im by the N g u n n a w a l Abor ig ina l 
community . 

D e v e l o p m e n t is c o n s t r a i n e d b y 
several physical factors - the rail
w a y mark ing the border o f the A C T , 
from the Molong lo Gorge to H u m e ; 
the Queanbeyan River Corridor, ex
tending towards Googong Reservoir; 
M t Je r rabomber ra and nearby hills 
and wood lands and the R e a d y m i x 
quarry to the south; the eastern es
c a r p m e n t , r u n n i n g n o r t h s o u t h 
a l o n g the Q u e a n b e y a n faul t l ine 
f r o m b e y o n d W a m b o y n to t h e 
Tinderries , an area relat ively rich 
in flora and fauna. This situation, 
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Vegetative characteristics of Queanbeyan 

Forests and woodlands 
1. Eucalyptus macrorhyncha - E. rossii community 
(a) Type 2 species group 

1. Red stringybark fE macrorhyncha)-
Red box f£ polyanlhemos) 

2. Red stringybark fE macrorhyncha) - Scribbly gum 
(E. rossii) - Red box fE polyanlhemos) 

2(a) 2 above and Brittle gum (E mannilera) 
3. Rod stringybark (E. macrorhyncha) - Scribbly 

gum (E. rossii) 
4. Scribbly gum (E. rossii) 

(b) Typo 3 species group 
5. Red box (E polyanlhemos) -

Yellow box fE mglliodora) 
6. Mealy bundy (E. nortonii) 
7. Red box fEpolyanlhemos)-Mealy 

bundy (E. nortonii) 
8. Red box (E. polyanlhemos) 
9. Red box fE polyanlhemos) - Mealy bundy 

(E. nortonii) - Scribbly gum (E. rossii) 
10. Red box (E. polyanlhemos) - Black cypress pine 

(Callitris endlicheri) 
11. Broad leaved peppermint (E. dives) 

2. Transitional between E. macrorhyncha-E. rossii 
community and E melliodora - E blakelyi 
community 
12. Apple box fE bridgesiana) - Red stringybark 

fE macrorhyncha) 

13. Blakelys red gum (E. btaketyi) - Red box 
(E. polyanthemos) - Apple box 
fE bridgesiana) 

14. Yellow box (E. melliodora) - Apple box 
(E. bridgesiana) - Red box fE polyanlhemos) 

3. E. melliodora - E. blakelyi community 
15. Blakelys red gum fE blakelyi) 
16. Blakelys red gum (E. blakelyi) - Yellow box 

fE melliodora) 
17. Apple box fE bridgesiana) 

18. Yellow box fE melliodora) 
19. Apple box fE bridgesiana) - Yellow box 

(E. melliodora) 
Shrublands 
1. Kunzea ericoides community 

A. Green wattle (Acacia meamsii) 
B. Poverty wattle (A dawsom) 
C. Golden wattle (A. pycnanlha) 
D. Branching grevillea (Grevillea ramosissima) 
E. Burgan (Kunzea ericoides) 
F. Tea-trees fLBptospermumspp.) 

Grasslands 
Stipa sop. - Themeda triandra 
Stipa sop. - Bothriochloa macra 
Wet grasslands (including Rutidosis 
leptorhynchoides) 

Source: Gutleridge Haskins & Davey Pty. Ltd. 
Queanbeyan Bush la rids Management Strategy 

and the considerable woodlands and 
g r a s s l a n d s o f h i g h c o n s e r v a t i o n 
va lue th rea tened b y deve lopmen t 
pressures , led to controversial resi
dential land use decisions and also 
t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e J e r r a -
b o m b e r r a Preserva t ion Soc ie ty in 
1987; n o w the Monaro Conservat ion 
Society. 

T h e no t ab l e eco log ica l fea tures 
a round Queanbeyan are as fol lows. 

• T h e eas t e rn e s c a r p m e n t w h i c h 
h a s a s u r p r i s i n g d e g r e e o f 
biodiversity. Recen t su rvey w o r k 
by Dr Peter Barrer shows a large 
n u m b e r o f regional ly significant 
plant and animals . 

• R i p a r i a n v e g e t a t i o n a l o n g t h e 
Queanbeyan River wh ich is quite 
rich in p laces this s ide o f G o o g o n g 
D a m . 

• T h e Jer rabomberra Valley includ
ing the 'Poplars ' , wh ich is h o m e to 
a number of endangered grassland 
s p e c i e s i n c l u d i n g t h e e a r l e s s 
dragon, the but ton wr inkle wor t 
daisy, the go lden sun m o t h and 
poss ibly the n o w famous legless 
l izard. 

• M u c h o f M t Jerrabomberra, which 
is on the Regis ter o f the Nat ional 
Estate because o f its representa
tion o f significant wood lands and 
biodivers i ty , is p r iva te ly o w n e d 
and is becoming degraded. 

• Two predominant, p l a n t , m m m n n i -

t i e s , Eucalyptus macrorhynca / 
E. rossii and 19 associat ions, and 
E. melliodora IE. blakelyi a n d 
seven associat ions, including un
c o m m o n to rare shrub a n d health 
communi t ies . 

• S p e c i e s b e i n g found w i th in the 
town. 

I n 1 9 9 5 Q u e a n b e y a n C o u n c i l 
adopted the Queanbeyan Bush land 
and Grass land M a n a g e m e n t Plan, 
p r epa red b y Gut te r idge , H a s k i n s 
and Daveys , which describes the sig
nificance of the bushland and grass
land and sets out a ims, principles 
and ac t ions in severa l key a reas 
such as recreat ion demands , wa te r 

continued overleaf 



H I S T O R Y 

ACT border heritage project 
D o y o u k n o w : 

• W h i c h A C T border mounta in was at first officially cal led 
M t Tbwnsend? 

• H o w long it took the A C T border to be surveyed? 
• W h i c h surveyor w a s forced off the Brindabel las by heavy 

snowfal ls in 1914? 
• W h o n a m e d M t Kelly, and w h y ? 
• H o w the surveyors marked the border on the g round? 
• Tha t the wives o f two o f the surveyors l ived with their hus

bands under canvas dur ing m u c h o f the border j o b ? 
• Tha t the A C T could have been a different shape al together? 

If you wou ld like to k n o w more , you might l ike to look at 
Surveyors above the Snowline, the latest historical report by 
Mat thew Higgins . Funded by the Commonwea l th ' s Nat ional 
Estate Grants Program and assisted by the A C T Land Infor
mat ion Office, the Nat ional Trust project looked at h o w the 
A C T c a m e to be its present shape, the personnel involved in 
the border survey, h o w the survey w a s under taken, and the 
exper iences o f the surveyors themselves . These subjects form 
the essay wh ich is part 1 o f the report and is based on survey
ors ' field books , Austral ian Archives files and interviews wi th 
surveyors ' descendants . Numerous historical photographs and 
m a p s are included. Part 2 o f the report is an inventory o f the 
272 original border markers located b y M a t t h e w dur ing field-
work for the project. Dur ing au tumn M a t t h e w walked a long 
one-third o f the border, from Mt Coree to the Boboyan Road . 
Fr iends and surveyors accompan ied h im dur ing some o f the 
fieldwork, and he walked the rest on his own. 

A reference copy o f the report is avai lable in the Nat ional 
Trust l ibrary (in Light St, Griffith, A C T ) . Negot ia t ions are 
unde r way to consider having the report publ ished in book 
form in due course . 

In the mean t ime Mat thew is hav ing a ho l iday away from 
grani te and s n o w g u m . 

Matthew Higgins at border marker D56 in tlie 
Brindabella Range. D56, a rare type of marker, 
was installed in 1914. Photo by Reg Alder. 

Areas of conservation significance continued from previous page 

qual i ty protect ion, vegeta t ion and 
wildl ife protect ion, l andscape va l 
ues, and cultural her i tage manage 
ment . 

T h e s t ra tegy addresses the fact 
that Queanbeyan has a mixture o f 
t e n u r e s m a k i n g h o l i s t i c m a n 
agement difficult. M u c h of the crown 
land within Queanbeyan is subject 
to Abor ig ina l land c la ims. A series 
o f managemen t plans are n o w being 
prepared by the Council , in response 
to the n e w Local Gove rnmen t Act . 

Several areas require a jo in t effort 
wi th the A C T for managemen t - the 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a V a l l e y , a n d t h e 

Q u e a n b e y a n R i v e r a n d J e r r a 
bomber ra Creek corr idors . In M a y 
this y e a r Counci l resolved to take 
steps to deve lop a plan o f manage
m e n t fo r the Q u e a n b e y a n R i v e r 
from the base o f the G o o g o n g D a m 
to L a k e B u r l e y Grif f in , t o g e t h e r 
wi th the A C T , Yar rowlumla Shire 
and N S W Depar tmen t o f Land and 
Water Conservat ion . Th i s plan wil l 
b e impor tant to gu ide future work 
and for identifying wate r and ripar
ian spots which require at tention. 
P rehminary discuss ions to achieve 
a uni form approach where possible 
have been held. 

The M o n a r o Conservat ion Society 
is a communi ty-based organisat ion 
which has worked on projects such 
as the restoration o f 118 hectares in 
the Gale precinct and small urban 
bushland areas. Th rough its indig
enous plant nursery ( M C S Nursery) , 
it propagates local endangered spe
c ies and g ra s ses . Sa les f rom the 
nursery provide the society with a 
source o f funds. 

E l e a n o r Stodart 



N A M A D G I 

Rabbit calicivirus update 
O n 16 June a g roup o f N P A m e m 
bers gathered at the N a m a d g i Visi
tor Centre for an overv iew by D o n 
Fletcher f rom the Parks Service o f 
the policy which had been developed 
for the rabbit eradication p rogram. 

Each m e m b e r w a s i ssued wi th a 
very comprehens ive br ie f o f graphs 
and text cover ing the ' Invisible Im
pact ' o f the rabbi t on the environ
m e n t a n d , j u s t a s i m p o r t a n t l y , 
wi th in N a m a d g i Nat ional Park. 

T h e g r a p h s v iv id ly s h o w e d the 
need for rabbit control and the ef
fect on wildlife if the important 
rabbit food source is r emoved r 
from predators. There is a very 
d i r ec t r e l a t i onsh ip b e t w e e n 
predators and rabbits at t imes 
of small rabbi t numbers . 

Graphs presented showed: 

• Sheet erosion contributing to 
sedimentat ion in water stor
age dams . 

• B iomass o f food source and 
p e r c e n t a g e o f b a i t s c o n 
sumed at distances from bur
rows. 

• Numbers o f small mammals , 
reptiles and raptors t rapped 
at v a r y i n g d i s t ances f rom 
r i p p e d and u n r i p p e d bur 
rows. 

• V a r i a t i o n s in n u m b e r s o f 
rabbits w h e n predators were 
shot and dur ing drought pe
riods. 

• The relationship in numbers 
be tween predators and rab
bits w h e n the flea w a s introduced, 
and f rom poisoning. 
T h e v is i tor cen t re p resen ta t ion 

conc luded wi th a s u m m a r y o f the 
draft guidel ines for works supervi
sors carrying out rabbit warren con
t ro l to m a n a g e t h e c o m p e t i t i o n 
be tween objectives for conservat ion 
o f natural and cultural resources , 
an ima l we l fa re and occupa t iona l 
safety. 

• These guidel ines recognised that 
rabbits are the wors t vertebrate 
pest caus ing loss o f soil and nutri
ents , e l imina t ing seed l ings and 

suppor t ing popula t ions o f preda
tors . 
The m o s t effective control is war
ren e l iminat ion over a large area. 
Rabb i t w a r r e n r e m o v a l h a s the 
potential to des t roy cultural sites. 
Warren remova l a round boulders 
is a difficult operat ion. 
Fo l low-up act ion is necessary to 
prevent a return to uncontrol led 
levels . 

Eradicat ion b y shooting is ineffec
tive, the only reliable techniques 
are removal and destruction o f the 

warren , poisoning b y ba i t o r fumi
gat ion. 
Cross-r ipping and compact ion o f 
b u r r o w s is the p r e f e r r e d t ech 
nique, fol lowed b y blas t ing i f rip
p ing cannot be util ised. 
F u m i g a t i o n e q u i p m e n t a l l o w s 
b u r r o w ent rances to b e located, 
bu t does no t des t roy the burrow. 
U n d e r s o m e condi t ions there is a 
dange r to the opera to r inha l ing 
the lethal gas. F o r safety reasons 
the use o f fumigation is to be re
stricted to the m o s t difficult situ
at ions. 

Al l k n o w n sites o f cultural signifi
cance wil l b e clearly marked for spe
c i a l t r e a t m e n t to p r e s e r v e t h e 
cul ture o f bo th Abor iginal and Eu
ropean occupat ion. T h e sites to b e 
preserved will b e nomina ted by her
i tage consul tants or Her i tage Uni t 
staff members . In difficult sites near 
or sur rounded by boulders , fumiga
tion marke r smoke will be used to 
locate h idden bu r row entrances . 

The presentat ion was fol lowed u p 
w i t h a f i e l d d e m o n s t r a t i o n a t 
G u d g e n b y on the use o f ripping and 

c o m p a c t i n g , e x p l o s i v e s a n d 
fumigat ion techniques . 

There w a s a follow-up work 
par ty on Saturday and Sun
day 2 2 - 2 3 June to locate and 
mark rabbi t b u r r o w s in the 
eucalyptus forest area on the 
fringe o f the grazed areas o f 
the Gudgenby property. M e m 
bers spaced themselves out at 
a b o u t 2 5 - 3 0 m e t r e s a n d 
w a l k e d t h r o u g h t h e fo re s t 
mark ing the locat ions o f bur
rows on adjacent t rees wi th 
biodegradable coloured tapes. 
Sunday turned out to be one 
o f C a n b e r r a ' s i n f r e q u e n t 
w h o l l y w e t d a y s , a n d a l 
t hough seven m e m b e r s pre
sen ted themse lves for duty, 
r a n g e r C r a i g R i c h a r d s o n 
thought the condi t ions to be 
too difficult and the work ing 
bee was abandoned because o f 
the persis tent rain. 

R e g A l d e r 

Photo: ACT park rangers carrying 
out rabbit control measures. The 
photo shows non-toxic white smoke 
being pumped into the entrance of 
a rabbit warren. Smoke rising 
from other warren entrances show 
which ones are connected. These 
are blocked off before the toxic 
fumigant Chloropicrin is released 
into the warren. Photo by Reg 
Alder. 



Don't you worry about that! 

Left: Mount Hutcheson's bare top. 

The att i tude towards envi ronmen
tal d a m a g e in Far Nor th Queens 
land still seems to be encapsula ted 
in the sen t iments o f this article's 
heading. Indeed, The Northern Sun 
(Vol.11, No .43) , a magaz ine , which 
in its o w n w o r d s ' s t ands for the 
North ' , loudly s ings the praises o f 
the proposed Quaid D a m extensions 
a n d g o e s on to s ay tha t , ' T h o s e 
greenies w h o put up signs "No M o r e 
D a m s " are obvious ly city types w h o 
do not k n o w where tap wate r comes 
from or are in the great unwashed 
ca tegory w h o have little use for wa
ter.' 

W h e n I v i s i t e d t h e D a i n t r e e / 
C o o k t o w n area in M a y o f this yea r 
the first impress ion I had was the 
n u m b e r o f ' F o r sale ' s igns that had 

Right: Mount Hutcheson as it might 

been erected a long both main and 
minor roads . A lmos t wi thout excep
tion, the signs be longed to a Cairns 
developer who , in the past, has been 
associated wi th s o m e rather contro
versial deve lopments . In the main, 
these s igns s tand in front o f one-
h e c t a r e p o r t i o n s o f w h a t to m e 
looked l ike v i rg in rainforest . It is 
poss ib le to w a n d e r a long count ry 
roads wi th e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y twee 
names like Bloodwood Road or Pa lm 
C r e s c e n t a n d find tha t m a n y o f 
these small freehold plots have been 
to ta l ly c l ea red by b u l l d o z e r s and 
then left to be revegetated, part icu
larly b y invasive grasses that are too 
s t rong to slash and that can only b e 
control led b y poisoning or burning. 
In s o m e c a s e s h o u s e s h a v e b e e n 

have been. Photos by Len Haskew. 

built , comple te wi th European style 
gardens and lawns, and their accom
panying dogs (and it seemed to b e 
a lways plural) are a l lowed to roam 
at will in an area where road s igns 
caution the motoris t about the pres
ence o f cassowar ies . A t C o w Bay, 
where I spent most o f m y stay, there 
w e r e r e p u t e d l y a b o u t 15 k n o w n 
cassowaries and m y guess wou ld b e 
that they were outnumbered at least 
six to one by the dog populat ion -
w h a t c h a n c e t h e i r s u r v i v a l ? It 
ra ined a lot whi le I w a s there and 
the creeks and the beaches were al
ways muddy, no doubt as a result o f 
all the clearing. Not as important as 
the clearing, bu t never theless irri
tat ing to me , w a s that these proper
t ies adjoin the Dain t ree Nat ional 



T R I P S 

Park and the logical access to m e 
seemed to b e across the private land 
bu t signs such as T)o no t enter un
der any c i rcumstances . Trespassers 
wil l be shot ' we re a little off-putting 
to say the least. B y contrast the oc
c a s i o n a l ' S h u t t h e b l o o d y g a t e ' 
seemed a lmos t friendly and condu
cive to asking permiss ion. 

M t H u t c h e s o n s u m m e d u p the 
present att i tudes for-me. Situated 
about halfway between the Daintree 
R ive r and C a p e Tr ibu la t ion , th is 
eye-catching l andmark was covered 
in dense rainforest u p unti l about 
M a y , 1 9 9 5 . T h e n t h e p r o m i n e n t 
Cairns developer referred to previ
ous ly h a d a b ra inwave and literally 
cut the top off the moun ta in to ex
pose t w o very large homes i tes wi th 
'unobs t ruc ted v iews . ' A t the same 
time a ' road' was constructed to give 
access to both the despoilers and the 
n e w owner. T h e g roup I w a s wi th 
t respassed and had a good look at 
the result. T h e ' road' was a revela
tion — h u g e trees h a d b e e n r emoved 
and pushed over the side to abso
l u t e l y d e v a s t a t e t h e u n d e r l y i n g 
rainforest and create h u g e areas of 
erosion gull ies. T h e ' road' w a s not 
c o n s t r u c t e d w i th the w e a t h e r in 
mind and is n o w bad ly washed away 
in places and the run-off is caus ing 
further degradat ion. However , the 
big shock was the summi t — not a 
t race o f vege ta t ion r ema ined and 
two huge areas o f bare gravel we re 
all tha t w a s left. A p p a r e n t l y the 
land did no t find a buye r and the 
developer w a s reputedly left about 
$1 million out o f pocket. But it seems 
the sun shines on bo th the jus t and 
the unjust and I believe that the Wet 
Tropics M a n a g e m e n t Au thor i ty is 
n e g o t i a t i n g to p u r c h a s e w h a t is 
l e f t o f M t H u t c h e s o n f o r a b o u t 
$1.9 mil l ion. 

T h e W e t T r o p i c s M a n a g e m e n t 
Au thor i ty w a s es tab l i shed b y the 
H a w k e Government in 1988 to over
see the W o r l d He r i t age A r e a . Its 
p r imary ro le is to i m p l e m e n t our 
internat ional du ty to 'protect, con
s e r v e , p r e s e n t , r e h a b i l i t a t e a n d 
t ransmit to future generat ions the 
Wet Tropics Wor ld Her i tage Area , 

w i th in the m e a n i n g o f t h e W o r l d 
Heri tage Convent ion. ' Wi th m o n e y 
f r o m t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d 
Q u e e n s l a n d , t h e a u t h o r i t y w i l l 
spend $23 mi lhon over three years 
for vo lun ta ry land purchase , coop
e r a t i v e a g r e e m e n t s w i t h l a n d 
holders wil l ing to protect their land, 
and the deve lopment o f appropriate 
v is i tor facilities. I can assure y o u 
that i t w a s very comfort ing to see 
'Daintree Rescue P rogram ' signs o n 
w h a t w a s p r e v i o u s l y p r i v a t e l y 
o w n e d property! 

Desp i te the exhor ta t ions o f The 
Northern Sun, there are m a n y ve ry 
commit ted environmental is ts in the 
area. I be l ieve that the cha i rman o f 
the Por t Douglas Shire Counci l is 
pro-conservat ion but , f rom m y ob
servations, he apparently has to con
t e n d w i t h a p r o - d e v e l o p m e n t 
majority. In the C o w B a y c o m m u 
ni ty ac t iv i s t s a b o u n d . T h e g r o u p 
I w a s t r a v e l l i n g w i t h ( I l l a w a r r a 
Branch, N S W N P A ) assisted the lo
cal Save the C a s s o w a r y G r o u p to 
p lant rainforest trees on the C o w 
B a y Recreat ion Reserve . This g roup 
has p lan ted l i tera l ly h u n d r e d s o f 
trees on both public and private land 
to m a k e c o r r i d o r s fo r t h e l o c a l 
c a s s o w a r y p o p u l a t i o n . T h e y a l so 
mainta in these t rees after p lant ing 
as wel l as keep ing a detai led regis
ter o f cassowary sight ings. A l s o in 
the area is a privately run and main
t a i n e d R a i n f o r e s t E n v i r o n m e n t 
C e n t r e . A sma l l g r o u p o f p e o p l e 
mortgaged everything they owned to 
bui ld and equip this centre, despite 
great resistance from the Port Doug
las Shire Council . The building is set 
in and around the rainforest and the 
owners have installed the latest in 
high-tech interactive computer tech
no logy to help visi tors unders tand 
the complex and dynamic rainforest 
wh ich surrounds the centre . A n in
terpret ive boa rdwalk has been con
structed and visi tors often see Elvis 
the cassowary w h o is a regular visi
tor to the centre. 

I be l ieve that, despite the efforts 
o f the W e t T r o p i c s M a n a g e m e n t 
Authority, the Daintree i s still un
der threat . T h e ma in threa t n o w 

seems to m e to b e populat ion growth 
and increasing tour ism. Both these 
interest groups are demanding more 
infrastructure, m c l u d i n g a b r idge 
over the Daintree River ( replacing 
the present day ferry service) , i m 
p r o v e d r o a d s , p a t h w a y s , b i c y c l e 
t racks and wa lk ing trails, a medi 
cal centre, pol ice station, a second
ary school and the hot issue whi le I 
w a s there - mains electricity to re
place the present alternative energy 
systems. So don't be surprised i f you 
see cars bear ing the one-t ime famil
iar ye l low triangle with the words 
'Save T h e Daintree ' . Only this t ime 
the word 'again ' will b e added. 

L e n H a s k e w 

Walking companions 
wanted 

Kimberley and/or 
Nitmiluk NP 

M i k e Smi th is l ook ing for m e m 
bers and fr iends in te res ted in 
jo in ing a fully gu ided trip by a 
N T c o m m e r c i a l b u s h w a l k i n g 
c o m p a n y dur ing M a y 1997. T h e 
trip inc ludes two weeks in the 
Kimberleys, the Gibb River Road 
gorges and poss ibly the Mitchel l 
R ive r . A n d then , i f y o u w a n t 
m o r e , a n o t h e r t w o w e e k s i n 
N i t m i l u k N P f rom K a t h e r i n e 
Gorge to Edi th and S t o w Creek 
area. 

Costs would be around $1500 
for e ach fortnight, cheaper for 
bo th tr ips, bu t this doesn ' t in
c l u d e f a r e s to D a r w i n o r 
Kununurra . Discounts are avail
able for bookings pre-paid u p to 
four months in advance ( that is , 
F e b r u a r y 1997) . T h e pr ice in
cludes evening meals , wh ich are 
prepared by the guide, and walk
ers carry a share o f the sup
plied ingredients . Other mea l s 
could b e suppl ied for a smal l ex
tra fee. I f y o u a re in teres ted o r 
w o u l d l i ke m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n 
p l e a s e c o n t a c t M i k e S m i t h , 
phone 286 2984 . 



Calendar 
September 
Thursday 5 
Thursday 12 
Thursday 26 

October 
Thursday 3 
Thursday 10 
Thur sday 24 

November 
Thursday 7 
Thursday 14 
Thursday 28 

December 
Thursday 5 
Sunday 8 
Thursday 12 

Commi t t ee meet ing , for locat ion contact Clive Hur ls tone 288 7592 (h) 
N a m a d g i Subcommit tee , for locat ion contact Rob in Mil ler 281 6314 (h) 
Env i ronmen t Subcommit tee , for locat ion contact S tephen Johns ton 254 3738 (h) 

Commi t t e e meet ing , as for Sep tember 
N a m a d g i Subcommit tee , as for Sep tember 
Env i ronmen t Subcommi t t ee , as for Sep tember 

Commi t t ee meet ing, for locat ion contact E leanor Stodar t 281 5004 (h) 
N a m a d g i Subcommi t t ee , as for Sep tember 
Env i ronmen t Subcommit tee , as for Sep tember 

Commi t t ee meet ing , as for N o v e m b e r 
Chr is tmas Party 
N a m a d g i Subcommi t t ee , as for Sep tember 
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General meetings 
Held at 8pm, Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

Thursday 19 September: Black and white. Penguins of every shape and size were among Adrienne Nicholson's 
memories of her recent visit to Antarctica. She photographed just about every one of them and tonight she will show 
us her best slides of these wonderful birds as well as entertaining us with her experiences in the ice and snow. 

Thursday 17 October: Are there really Yowies in the Brindabellas? Who pulled the plug out of Lake George? 
Is the Tasmanian Tiger alive and well in Namadgi National Park? Did bunyips ever exist at Captains Flat? Tonight 
NPA member and prominent mystery investigator, Tim the Yowie Man, will unravel the hidden secrets of Australia's 
mystery capital. 

Thursday 21 November: The hogs in the hills (Feral pig management in Namadgi). A very successful pig 
control program is run annually in Namadgi National Park. Ranger Craig Richardson will discuss the history, back
ground, methodology and future of this program. So if you have ever wondered about the piles of wheat or pigs in the 
park, here's your chance to find out what it's all about. 

Sunday 8 December: Christmas party. See the Outings program for details. 


