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A word from the president 
Winter has seen m e m b e r s o f NPA's 
commit tees and our research officer, 
Nicki Taws , put t ing in s o m e extra 
w o r k responding to several events 
wh ich look as though they m a y lead 
to a r e d u c t i o n in w i l d e r n e s s in 
Namadgi Nat ional Park. 

I have been impressed wi th h o w 
read i ly w e have been able to ge t 
together a series o f t eams to m e e t 
local poli t icians to put forward our 
v i e w on t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f 

Namadgi . Once a n e w s leak made 
i t a p p a r e n t t h a t g o v e r n m e n t 
considered the managemen t open to 
change, w e felt w e should speak u p 
for the present managemen t and for 
the need for any m a n a g e m e n t to 
recognise that nat ional pa rks are 
p r imar i ly es tabl i shed to conse rve 
v a l u a b l e n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s . 
Al together w e have spoken to Gary 
Humphr i e s , Michae l M o o r e , L u c y 
Horodny and Paul Osborne . 

A s w e l l , N i c k i h a s p r e p a r e d 
responses on our beha l f to a reques t 
for submiss ions from the A s s e m b l y 
commit tee on ecotour ism and to the 
Price Waterhouse report on the A C T 
Tourism Strategy. W e h o p e tha t our 
submiss ions wil l help ba lance the 
enthusiasm for money-mak ing wi th 
a l i t t l e r e c o g n i t i o n o f c o s t s , 
part icularly the longer te rm ones . 

Eleanor Stodart 

Volunteers in Parks are Very Important 
Persons 
In t h e s e d a y s o f e c o n o m i c 
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n a n d d i m i n i s h i n g 
budgets to be spread over exist ing 
a n d n e w p a r k s , i t i s b e c o m i n g 
inc reas ing ly necessa ry tha t s o m e 
services are initiated or cont inued 
wi th the use o f volunteers . In past 
years there have been objections by 
unions and managemen t to the use 
o f vo lun tee rs bu t genera l ly these 
have been overcome and n o w there 
a re m a n y g r o u p s o f F r i e n d s o f 
Nat ional Parks and others under a 
number o f diverse names . 

Dur ing a recent visit to a nat ional 
park in the Uni ted States I acquired 
a p a m p h l e t u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f 
Volunteers in Parks. I t desc r ibed 
h o w t h o s e w h o s e r v e w i t h t h e 
National Parks Service come from 
a v e r y d i v e r s e g r o u p o f p a r k 
neighbours, college students, retired 
c o u p l e s , b u s i n e s s m a n a g e r s , 
f a r m e r s , e n g i n e e r s , s c i e n t i s t s , 
t e a c h e r s , l a w y e r s , a r c h i t e c t s , 
d o c t o r s , ar t is ts and a n y o n e w h o 
might feel that they have a skill that 
is needed at the pa rk whe re they 
could volunteer. Persons under 18 
years o f age m a y become volunteers 
wi th the official permiss ion o f then-
parents . 

T h e s u g g e s t e d j o b s t h a t 
v o l u n t e e r s c o u l d u n d e r t a k e a re 

extremely diverse and the list g iven 
' is jus t a sample : 

• work at information desk 
• p r e s e n t l i v i n g h i s t o r y 

demonstrat ions in period costume 
• write or design visitors ' brochures 
• serve as camp-ground hos t 

• • build fences, paint bui ldings 
• take p h o t o g r a p h s o r w o r k in a 

darkroom 
• give guided nature wa lks 
• assist wi th the preservat ion and 

t reatment o f m u s e u m artefacts 
• d e s i g n c o m p u t e r p r o g r a m s for 

pa rk use 
• conduct oral his tory in terviews 
• p a t r o l t r a c k s on f o o t o r o n 

horseback 
• demonstrate arts and crafts skills 
• o rgan i s e p h o t o g r a p h and s l ide 

files 
• inventory underwa te r resources 

s u c h as s h i p w r e c k s f o u n d on 
diving expedi t ions 

• a s s i s t r e s o u r c e m a n a g e r s a n d 
resea rchers by m a k i n g wi ldl i fe 
counts , p lant ing trees and tak ing 
part in other projects. 
Quite a list! Far beyond the scope 

of work I have k n o w n volunteers to 
under take in our parks . I did no t 
have the opportuni ty to check the 
range o f tasks for wh ich they have 

b e e n s u c c e s s f u l in s e c u r i n g 
volunteers . 

O n c e s e l e c t e d , V I P s a re g i v e n 
training in their specific tasks and 
to acqua in t t h e m wi th the pa rk . 
Vo lun t ee r s are r equ i r ed to b e in 
reasonably good health and for some 
j o b s a paid-for medical examinat ion 
m a y b e r e q u i r e d . D i s a b l e d 
i n d i v i d u a l s a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o 
volunteer. 

There is no paymen t for w o r k i n g 
in the park bu t in s o m e parks , i f 
there are sufficient funds, some out-
o f -pocke t e x p e n s e s s u c h as loca l 
t ravel cos t s , m e a l s and un i fo rms 
m a y be paid. A formal agreement is 
d r a f t e d s e t t i n g o u t d u t i e s a n d 
responsibil i t ies, w o r k schedule and 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
arrangement . 

The theme o f the Sep tember issue 
o f RANGER—A journal for 
conservation managers, produced by 
the Austral ian Nature Conservat ion 
Agency , is vo lun tee r p r o g r a m s in 
na t iona l p a r k s and c o n s e r v a t i o n 
areas. I have submit ted an article 
'Working wi th Volunteers ' in wh ich 
I descr ibe the w o r k a Service needs 
to under take to successfully employ 
the full services and t ime available 
from a volunteer g roup . 

R e g A l d e r 



Fiona Macdonald OAM 
All m e m b e r s o f our Associa t ion will 
be de l igh ted to learn tha t Fiona's 
commi tmen t and dedicat ion to the 
cause o f conservat ion w a s suitably 
rewarded in the Queen 's Bir thday 
Honours List w h e n she was awarded 
an O A M 'for service to conservat ion 
and the env i ronment through 
t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion o f the Austra l ian 
Capital Territory'. 

F i o n a h a s c h a m p i o n e d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d 
environmenta l causes all her 
adult life. H e r in teres t w a s 
k i n d l e d w h i l e s h e w a s a t 
Balmain Teachers Col lege in 
1 9 5 2 . T h e r e s h e m e t A l a n 
S t r o m A M w h o e n c o u r a g e d 
h i s s t u d e n t s to b e c o m e 
members o f the Caloola Club, 
an organisat ion which sought 
to imbue in s tudent teachers 
an e thos o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
protection w h i c h they would 
pass on to their pupi ls . There 
c a n b e n o d o u b t t h a t t h e 
principles o f the Caloola Club 
were readi ly ass imi la ted by 
F i o n a . N o t o n l y d i d s h e 
apprecia te the env i ronmen t 
he r se l f bu t a lso t h roughou t 
h e r t e a c h i n g c a r e e r s h e 
w i l l i n g l y u n d e r t o o k t h e 
v o l u n t a r y d u t i e s o f pa t ron 
and o rgan i se r o f the G o u l d 
L e a g u e ( a n o r g a n i s a t i o n 
devoted to interest ing pupils 
in the environment) wherever 
she was teaching at the t ime. 
It is of interest to note that 
the C a l o o l a C l u b w a s the 
p r e c u r s o r o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n o f N S W 
which was formed in 1958. 

Fiona's appoin tment to Canberra 
saw her b e c o m e extremely involved 
with the idea o f the provision o f a 
national park for the ACT. In 1960 
she became a foundation member of 
the N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n 
( A C T ) a n d s h e h a s s i n c e h a d 
c o n t i n u o u s m e m b e r s h i p . F i o n a 
occup i ed v a r i o u s pos i t ions in the 

Associa t ion for 25 years , serving on 
the main commit tee in the posit ions 
o f secretary, member sh ip secretary 
and editor o f the Bulletin, and also 
serving as a commit tee member. She 
is also a long-serving m e m b e r o f the 
N a m a d g i s u b c o m m i t t e e . W h i l e 

Fiona clears out the hole left after removal 
of the stump of one of the corner posts at 

the Orroral Homestead restoration. 
Photo by Reg Alder 

F i o n a w a s s e c r e t a r y , t h e 
Association's proposal for a national 
park for the A C T was formulated 
and forwarded to the government . 
The Associat ion acknowledged her 
dedicat ion and effort by declar ing 
her a Life M e m b e r in 1986. 

F i o n a r e m a i n s a p a s s i o n a t e 
a d v o c a t e for N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l 
Park and at subcommit tee meet ings 

she is a l w a y s c o n c e r n e d tha t its 
r equ i r emen t s r ece ive the h ighes t 
priori ty not only from m e m b e r s o f 
the Associa t ion but also from those 
w h o m a n a g e the park . She is an 
active par t ic ipant in work par t ies 
a n d in a n y o t h e r a c t i v i t y t h a t 

a d v a n c e s t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
a ims and object ives . 

H e r c o n c e r n fo r t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t h a s b e e n 
r e c o g n i s e d b y b o d i e s o t h e r 
t h a n o u r A s s o c i a t i o n . H e r 
col leagues in the Labor Par ty 
h a v e a l s o r e c o g n i s e d h e r 
commi tmen t and she has been 
branch representat ive on the 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P o l i c y 
S u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e L a b o r 
Party o f the ACT. In 1992 she 
w a s appointed by Bill W o o d , 
the Minister for Environment , 
L a n d and P l a n n i n g , to t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Commi t tee which advises the 
minis ter and acts as a point o f 
liaison on issues relating to the 
e n v i r o n m e n t a n d i t s 
protection, park management , 
n a tu r e c o n s e r v a t i o n , u r b a n 
p a r k m a n a g e m e n t a n d 
outdoor recreat ion in the ACT. 
Al so she has been a m e m b e r 
o f the A C T Natural Heri tage 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e . T h e 
M u s e u m o f A u s t r a l i a h a s 
made an oral history recording 
o f h e r i n v o l v e m e n t in t h e 
conservat ion m o v e m e n t and, 
in addition, has acquired some 
of her early bushwalking gear. 

I am sure you will all j o in 
with the commit tee in offering 

Fiona our warmes t congratula t ions 
for her we l l -de se rved award and 
may the recogni t ion br ing her as 
m u c h p l e a s u r e as an o v e r n i g h t 
camp in her beloved Namadgi . 

Len H a s k e w 



Skis on the Brindabellas 
Author, historian and N P A member, 
M a t t h e w H i g g i n s , w a s the gues t 
speaker at the M a y general meet ing 
of the Associa t ion . Mat thew's slide 
and tape presentat ion concentrated 
on the his tory o f ski ing local ly and 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d u se o f M t 
Frankl in Chalet . T h e m a n y historic 
and scenic slides shown throughout 
t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n w e r e g r e a t l y 
appreciated by his audience as were 
t h e t a p e d i n t e r v i e w s w i t h l o c a l 
iden t i t i es . In pa r t i cu la r the tape 
recoun t ing long- t ime m e m b e r Pat 
Warkle's experiences in constructing 
h e r o w n sk i s f r o m s p o t t e d g u m 
under the tutelage o f Char les Lane-
Pool h a d poignant significance for 
m a n y m e m b e r s . 

Ma t thew began his presentat ion 
by asking his audience to reflect on 
the physical and seasonal changes 
that occur th roughout the year in 
the h igh country. Dur ing this period 
w e w e r e t r e a t e d to a w o n d e r f u l 
s e l e c t i o n o f s c e n i c s l i d e s o f t h e 
A lp ine Na t iona l Pa rk i l lustrat ing 
the t h e m e to the accompan iment o f 
app rop r i a t e m u s i c . B u s h w a l k e r s 
and skiers were easi ly able to relate 
to the var ious areas shown . 

E a r l y C a n b e r r a s k i e r s w e r e 
appa ren t ly v e r y c o n s c i o u s o f the 
p o w e r o f po l i t i c ians and s a w the 
w i s d o m of m a k i n g the Minis ter o f 
t h e I n t e r i o r a p a t r o n o f t h e 
C a n b e r r a A l p i n e C l u b a n d o f 
electing the federal Treasurer, R G 
Casey, to an official posi t ion. A road 
w a s buil t in to the Brindabel las , the 
site for a lodge w a s selected in 1936 
a n d M t F r a n k l i n C h a l e t w a s 
constructed in 1938. 

Even though the club n o w had a 
lodge, resourcefulness w a s still the 
o r d e r o f t h e day. C l u b m e m b e r s 
m a d e t h e i r o w n sk i s f r o m loca l 
timber, hand-cut their o w n ski runs 
and, because o f the road condit ions, 
they w e r e often towed into the area 
on skis beh ind a vehicle . Transport 
d i f f i cu l t i e s m a d e w e e k e n d t r ip s 
often very short indeed. O n the other 

hand w h e n access was easy then the 
s n o w c o v e r w a s n ' t t h e b e s t for 
skiing. Indeed, m a n y o f the people 
M a t t h e w i n t e r v i e w e d r e l a t e d 
t ransport stories about the var ious 
trucks and buses used to get skiers 
in. 

T h e c l u b ' s s k i i n g a c t i v i t i e s 
decl ined dur ing the war, a l though 
t h e c h a l e t w a s u s e d b y D u t c h 
airmen for R & R. W h e n the w a r was 
o v e r ac t iv i t i es b e g a n aga in , th i s 
t i m e w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n o f v e r y 
experienced and compet i t ive skiers 
w h o had migra ted to Austral ia from 
Europe. In 1949 and in 1957 the club 
h o s t e d t h e B a l m a i n C u p 
competi t ion. 

M e m b e r s ' l a b o u r s a n d 
resourcefulness were still necessary 
to undertake improvements . In 1957 
the engine from a Har ley Davidson 
bike w a s used to bui ld a tow and in 
1957 an acc ident -damaged Aus t in 
A 4 0 was used to p o w e r a lift. Its 
remains are still evident today and 
they stand in marked contrast to the 
e l a b o r a t e m a c h i n e r y n o w 
c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y at m o d e r n 
resorts. 

M a t t h e w s h o w e d us p ic tures o f 
other lodges in the area including 
t h e R M C c o m p l e x at G i n i n i . A n 
i n t e r e s t i n g s i d e b e n e f i t o f t h e 
mi l i t a ry p re sence w a s the u se o f 
R M C vehicles for clearing snow. 

Mat thew also had many historic 
pictures to show u s depic t ing the 
s o c i a l l i f e a n d v e r y e v i d e n t 
camarader ie wi thin the club. This 
impression w a s also fostered b y the 
taped interviews w e heard. 

M t F r a n k l i n C h a l e t p l a y e d an 
important role in local recreational 
activit ies and its s ignif icance has 
b e e n r e c o g n i s e d t h r o u g h 
classification by the Nat ional Trust 
and a nominat ion to the Register o f 
the Nat ional Estate. 

M a t t h e w ' s e n t h u s i a s m fo r t h e 
area w a s ev iden t t h r o u g h o u t h i s 
presentat ion. For those o f you w h o 
w e r e n o t a b l e t o c o m e to t h e 

meet ing, I wou ld h igh ly r ecommend 
that you read ei ther Mat thew's o w n 
book , Skis on the Brindabellas, or 
I a n F r a s e r ' s a n d M a r g a r e t 
McJannet t ' s Brindabella Heritage. 
In fact w h y not read both—they are 
avai lable at excel lent pr ices on the 
book table at general meet ings . 

L e n H a s k e w 

If it does, this will be the 
last Bulletin you receive 
until you renew your 
membership. 
I f you have a l ready paid and 
have a red dot , p lease contact 
M a u r e e n in t h e o f f i c e on 
282 5813 . 

Native Title claims 
T h e N a t i o n a l N a t i v e T i t l e 
Tr ibuna l ' s ro le is to p roces s 
c l a i m s b y A b o r i g i n a l a n d 
Torres Strait I s lander peoples 
o v e r A u s t r a l i a n l a n d s a n d 
waters . T h e t r ibunal is not a 
court and disputed c la ims that 
fail to be resolved by mediation 
wil l be referred to the Federal 
Cour t for l i t igation. 

T h e N P A h a s r e c e i v e d 
n o t i f i c a t i o n o f N a t i v e T i t l e 
c l a i m s . F u r t h e r in fo rmat ion 
about these c la ims is available 
from the N P A office. 



An introduct ion to the Alp ine Track 
w a s g i v e n in B a b e t t e S c o u g a l l ' s 
a r t i c l e in t h e J u l y i s s u e o f the 
Bulletin, a n d t h e s a m e a r t i c l e 
inc luded a descript ion o f the first 
s t age o f the w a l k f rom N a m a d g i 
Visi tor Cent re to Booroomba Rocks 
car park/camp-s i te . T h e fo l lowing 
article descr ibes Stage 2 from the 
Booroomba Rocks site to the Orroral 
Valley. 

S t age 2 is en t i re ly a long ei ther 
roads or a four-wheel-drive track. 
Devia t ions to var ious features, for 
ins tance the col l imation tower site 
( n o w d i s m a n t l e d ) and th ree rock 

outcrops all on the ridge overlooking 
the Orroral Valley to the west , wil l 
add t ime and distance to the walk. 
W o r t h w h i l e dev ia t ions a long the 
A C T sec t ion o f tho t rack wil l b e 
de sc r i bed in a la ter i ssue o f the 
Bulletin. A br ief descript ion o f the 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k T r a c k i n g 
Station (now closed) is included in 
this article. 

N o t e t h a t t h e r o a d to t h e 
collimation site is negotiable by two-
w h e e l - d r i v e v e h i c l e s in g o o d 
weather, but in Ju ly snow is l ikely 
to be cover ing the top o f the r idge. 
It is a lso very likely to be cover ing 

the last fifty metres or so o f the road 
to the col l imation site. 

T h e exit from the Booroomba site 
is to the sou th -wes t o f the ova l -
shaped a rea . A T ' in tersec t ion is 
immed ia t e ly encoun te red wi th no 
Alpine Track marker to indicate that 
the r ight-hand turn mus t be taken. 
The track cont inuing to the left is 
blocked by a log. F rom here until the 
A p o l l o Road (b i tumen) is reached , 
the t rack is a coarse, rather narrow, 
t w o - w h e e l t r a c k . A s B o o r o o m b a 
Rocks appears to be a popular place 
to visi t at weekends , keep a lookout 
for v e h i c l e s a p p e a r i n g s u d d e n l y 

The firetrail from Honeysuckle to Orroral passes through attractive natural forest. Bev Hammond, one of the 
members of the Namadgi Subcommittee who reconnoitred the second day's walk along the Alpine Track, begins 

the climb over the ridge. Photo by Babette Scougall 
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around the many bends. O p e n forest 
w i t h l o v e l y e u c a l y p t s a n d m a n y 
b o u l d e r s p r o v i d e a s t i m u l a t i n g 
backdrop to the walk. 

Soon after leaving the camp-si te 
y o u wi l l en te r ( n o t m a r k e d ) the 
p r o p e r t y t a k e n u p b y A n d r e w 
M c M a h o n probably as early as the 
1860s. It extended to jus t south-west 
o f the Honeysuckle Tracking Station 
site and the site o f the huts he bui l t 
is a b o u t one k i l o m e t r e d o w n the 
A p o l l o Road from the B o o r o o m b a 
Rocks road intersection. 

A t 1.5 k i l o m e t r e s t h e t r a c k 
s t eepens w h i l e at 1.8 k i l o m e t r e s 
there is a s teeper section that s o m e 
drivers, especially those in smaller 
c a r s a n d c a r r y i n g t h r e e or four 
p e o p l e , m i g h t h a v e d i f f i c u l t y 
n e g o t i a t i n g : a d e s c e n d i n g r igh t -
angle bend in the t rack prec ludes 
drivers taking a run at the s lope. 
Walkers should keep clear o f cars 
c o m i n g u p the s l ope . Ni f ty g e a r 
s h i f t i n g p e r h a p s w i t h d o u b l e 
declutching might b e necessary in 
very wet or extremely dry condit ions 
as w e l l a s k e e p i n g u p t h e 
revolut ions. 

T h e s w a m p y s e c t i o n o f 
H o n e y s u c k l e Creek is r e a c h e d at 
about 2.5 kilometres and at 2.7 there 
is a small c reek crossing and then 
the c l imb up to the old quarry at the 
edge o f the Apol lo Road . Close to the 
r o a d t h e r e i s a r i g h t - h a n d fo rk 
which should b e taken until it jo ins 
wi th the bi tumen. Proceed about 50 
m e t r e s t o a p a r k m a n a g e m e n t 
information board. A s the edge o f 
Apo l lo Road is reached, look to the 
left across the b i tumen to see the 
Alpine Track marker. This indicates 
that you turn to the r ight to head in 
a south-westerly direction, that is , 
in the direction o f the information 
b o a r d . T h i s b o a r d f e a t u r e s a 
topographica l m a p o f the a rea as 
well as a m a p o f the ACT. Fo l low the 
b i tumen curving to the left for 4 0 0 -
500 hundred metres. Two steel posts 
m a r k w h e r e t h e b i t u m e n r o a d 
enters the t racking station site and 
to the right there is the gravel car 
park. 

T h e b i t u m e n r o a d s w i n g s 
immedia t e ly left u p the s lope to the 
f i rs t o f t h e l a n d s c a p e d t e r r aces . 
F r o m here, the concrete foundations 
o f the n o w demolished buildings can 
be seen. T h e information board tells 
us that one o f the functions o f the 
t rack ing stat ion (opened in 1966) 
w a s to s u p p o r t t h e A p o l l o m o o n 
l a n d i n g p r o g r a m . A t t h e t h i r d 
t e r r a c e , f u r t h e r u p t h e s l o p e , 
concrete foundat ions mark the site 
o f the 26-metre parabol ic dish that, 
w h e n the station w a s closed in 1981, 
w a s m o v e d to the Or rora l Val ley 
Track ing Sta t ion . T h e ga rdens o f 
exotic trees and shrubs still remain. 
I w o n d e r i f w e ' l l e v e r h a v e to 
con tend wi th wi ld ing exot ic t rees 
and shrubs in the surrounding bush 
jus t as we 've had to contend wi th 
wi ld ing p ines in bushland near p ine 
plantat ions. 

T h e Alp ine Track n o w fol lows the 
g rave l r o a d u p to the s i te o f the 
c o l l i m a t i o n t o w e r in t h e r i d g e 
o v e r l o o k i n g t h e O r r o r a l V a l l e y . 
A g a i n it t r ave r ses o p e n e u c a l y p t 
forest wi th the usual large boulders . 
The Alp ine Track diverts to the left 
to fol low the four-wheel-drive t rack 
d o w n to the val ley floor j u s t be low 
the col l imat ion site. T h e road i tself 
starts a few metres into the entrance 
o f the gravel car park, this entrance 
being to the r ight o f the t w o steel 
pos t s . T h e s tar t to the road ( and 
Alp ine Track) is marked b y a parks 
m a n a g e m e n t b l a c k m a r k e r pos t . 
T h e ar row shows the left direction 
to b e t aken and the pos t has the 
w o r d s ' H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k t o 
O r r o r a l V a l l e y W a l k i n g T r a c k ' 
pr inted on it. 

T w o hundred metres or so to the 
left there is a minor fork b locked off 
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b y a l o g . A n o t h e r m a n a g e m e n t 
marker tells you to proceed u p the 
main road; and at 0.45 ki lometres 
t h e H a s k e w high- tech p e d o m e t e r 
tells us that there is a creek crossing 
at t h i s p o i n t . T h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
c r o s s i n g i s w h e r e the c r e e k tha t 
drains the north-east s lopes o f the 
Orrora l r idge and the lateral hills 
that border this road flows under the 
r o a d t o f i n a l l y j o i n w i t h 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k i tself v ia the 
s o u t h - e a s t s i d e o f the t r a c k i n g 
s ta t ion si te. I call this c reek the 
'main ' creek. 

O n e aspect o f this section o f the 
A l p i n e Track that w e d e c i d e d to 
i n c l u d e in t h i s a r t i c l e w a s t h e 
location o f running water with its 
c o n c o m i t a n t poss ib i l i t y o f c a m p 
sites. We thought that there might 
be overnight walkers who , having 
c o m m e n c e d the walk at the visitor 
c e n t r e , m i g h t c o n s i d e r tha t the 
B o o r o o m b a R o c k s s t a g e w a s t o o 
short for one day, and hence would 
be looking for a further camp-site. 
Running water availability varies of 
course wi th t ime of the yea r and 
rainfall; and the creek crossings I 
ind ica te in th is ar t icle are those 
ex i s t ing in Ju ly—they m i g h t not 
exist in s u m m e r The crossings I do 
give on this particular road are the 
'main 1 ones by which I mean that 
they are crossings o f the above main 
c r e e k . T h e r e a re t h ree o f t h e m . 
Further, as will be seen from the 
m a p , the main creek parallels the 
road, the greatest dis tance from it 
be ing about 200 metres , so that it is 
p o s s i b l e t h a t w a t e r w o u l d b e 
avai lable from it even in summer . 
T h i s w o u l d a p p l y for a b o u t 1.2 
k i l o m e t r e s f o r t h e f i r s t m a i n 
crossing at 0.45 ki lometres. A c a m p -
site impl ies the availabili ty o f s o m e 
flat g round for pi tching tents. 

A t 0 .73 and for s o m e d i s t a n c e 
before it, a rock outcrop high u p top 
to the south (left) is seen. Th i s goes 
b y the un impress ive n a m e o f 'The 
Spinnaker ' . The n a m e is p robably 

unofficial. From here on there are a 
few ups and downs—not all o f them 
m i n o r — u n t i l f i n a l l y at 1.4 
kilometres the road crosses the main 
c r e e k fo r the s e c o n d t i m e at a 
possible camp-site with flat space for 
perhaps four two-person tents. A t 
2.0 kilometres there is a minor side
t rack to the r ight and abou t 200 
metres up the road the main creek 
is crossed again. Running water is 
still avai lable but c a m p i n g w o u l d 
ha rd ly b e poss ible because o f the 
steep terrain on either side o f the 
road. 

A t 2 .85 k i l o m e t r e s and a t an 
a l t i tude o f 1280 me t re s , the left-
h a n d tu rn to the sou th -ea s t e r l y 
head ing four-wheel-drive t rack to 
the Orroral Valley is reached. It is a 
'T ' intersect ion. T h e A lp ine Track 
marker, with its appropriate arrow 
heads , is on the r ight but, due to 
vegetat ion, is not easi ly discovered 
as i t i s a p p r o a c h e d f r o m t h e 
downhil l side. However , on the left-
h a n d s i d e o f t h e r o a d t h e r e is 
another management marker post 

View from the bridge across the 
Orroral River looking downstream 

towards the Orroral Tracking 
Station site. Plenty of good 

camping sites—close to river or 
back in the shelter of the trees— 

available near here. Photo by 
Babette Scougall 

with its a r row indica t ing the left 
tu rn to O r r o r a l , aga in w i t h the 
w o r d s ' H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k t o 
O r r o r a l V a l l e y W a l k i n g T r a c k ' 
a p p e a r i n g on it. T h e m a i n r o a d 
cont inues up to the col l imation site 
at 1365 metres. 

P r o c e e d i n g d o w n th i s O r r o r a l 
t rack there is a locked gate at about 
50 metres. A notice on it says not to 
park cars in front o f the gate so the 
t rack won' t be blocked in case it is 
needed for bush fire access. A n y o n e 
wi sh ing to drive u p to the turn-off 
with a v iew to walking down to and 
back from Orroral, should park at 
the one or t w o spots available jus t 
shor t o f the tu rn-of f B e y o n d the 
g a t e , p l e a s a n t o p e n f o r e s t s t i l l 
prevails . There is a rocky rise to the 
left after 200 met res or so wh ich 
could form the take-off point for a 
deviation from the wes t up to the 
p rev ious ly ment ioned 'Sp innaker ' 
r o c k o u t c r o p . A t a b o u t 3 . 4 5 
ki lometres down the track there is 
s w a m p y ground on the left and both 
s i d e s b e c o m e so after a b o u t 3 0 0 
metres . W h e r e this s w a m p y patch 
f i n i s h e s t h e r e is ( in l a t e J u l y ) 
running wate r avai lable , but this 
appears to be only seepage from the 
s w a m p and in summer it is sure to 
be dry. A t this point there is an old 
fireplace site. An immense mass o f 
rock comes up on the right at 5.05 
whi le at 5.61 there is a mossy ruck 
to the left and a sharp right-hand 
turn. The Orroral Homestead can be 
seen through the t rees to the right, 
and the de scen t s t eepens . A t 6.2 
Cathedral Rocks are on the left high 
up. T h e descent is still s teep and 
wind ing and at 6.66 there is , in late 
July, running wate r and a possible 
c a m p - s i t e . T h e t r ack h a s s w u n g 
around to the north-west and the old 
dog-proof fence is on the left as the 
floor o f the val ley is neared at 6.9. 
A t 7.16 there is a potential camp
site in cleared g round on the right 
and in flat open forest ground at the 
left. Water might be available in a 
nea rby creek in winter. T h e edge o f 
the cleared Orroral Valley is reached 
at 7 .98 and then , w i t h the t r ack 
head ing westerly, the br idge across 



Frank Clements, Stephen Johnston and Nicki Taws make their way across 
snow on the road to the old collimation tower site on Orroral Ridge—July 

1995. Photo by Babette Scougall 

the Orroral River is reached at 8.1 
and at an elevation o f 920 metres . 
T h e descen t f rom the co l l imat ion 
site road is thus 360 metres . A t the 
intersect ion o f another two-whee l 
t r a c k a t r i gh t a n g l e s a b o u t 4 0 0 
metres further on, the Alp ine Track 
m a r k e r indica tes that the A l p i n e 
Track t akes the r ight -hand turn, 
h e a d i n g p r e s u m a b l y to R o w l e y ' s 
Hut about 2 ki lometres to the north
west . T h e Haskew all-singing, all-
danc ing pedometer tells us that w e 
have wa lked 8.47 ki lometres from 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k T r a c k i n g 
Station site. The track w e have been 
fol lowing continues on in a wester ly 
direction to pick u p the Cotter Hu t 
road, whi le the left t rack from the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n h e a d s t o w a r d s t h e 
Orroral Tracking Stat ion site and 

the locked gate. For anyone wa lk ing 
f r o m B o o r o o m b a R o c k s o r t h e 
Honeysuckle Tracking Station and 
w i th a car shuff le a r r a n g e m e n t , 
then this is the turn to take to p ick 
u p t h e c a r a n d / o r i n s p e c t t h e 
tracking station site. The remainder 
o f this article descr ibes the lat ter 
alternative. 

A t 8.83 on the left, d o w n towards 
the river, there is a weather station. 
Somet ime later the t rack becomes 
indistinct but continues in the s a m e 
direction. Fences can be seen and 
pos s ib ly the one b u i l d i n g on t h e 
site—the recent ly comple ted solar-
powered toilet. T h e locked gate and 
the style are to the ha l f r ight , the 
t racking station site to the ha l f left. 
P r o c e e d i n g h a l f left t h e r e is t h e 
alternative o f c l imbing over a fence 

Birds seen along 
the track in July 
The wind whistled in the trees all 
day bu t the b i rds were not 
remotely in competition. In fact it 
was difficult to find birds at all, 
whist l ing or not . On the first 
sect ion o f the track from the 
Namadgi Visitor Centre the sheer 
numbers (if not species) of birds 
added much to the pleasure of that 
lovely walk, but on this second 
stretch from Booroomba Rocks car 
park to Orroral Valley it was a 
different story. "This was mid
winter, windy and during a rather 
cold spell, even by ACT standards, 
whereas the first section had been 
covered at the he igh t o f the 
honeyeater migration from the 
Brindabella Range. 

There was not even a magpie 
or a currawong or a gal ah to see 
us off from the car park. The first 
encounter was with a white-eared 
honeyeater, common enough at 
this elevation in winter but always 
a pleasure to watch. A few parties 
of striated thornbills flitted high 

; in the swaying canopy as we made 
o u r / w a y - t o w a r d s the f o r m e r ; 
Honeysuck les Space Tracking'-* 
Stations site.- There-was a littler 
.more activity here-and.along.the 
rest o f the track: wMte-tbxoated' 

ktreecreeper^easte'miyeUowTobm^.^ 
gang-gang cocka too , c r imson 1 

•rosella,- golden whistler, superb 
fairy-wren-and magpie (white-, 

-'backed).^There were good^views ofn 
crescent ;honeyeatere feedings in: ; 

. the:banksias.;According-.tp ;BJrds^ 
:of the ACT: An Atlas, they.are more „ 
frequently, encountered i n ' t h e 

' te r r i tory in win te r than- in 
^summer,-disappearing from-many^ 
" parts inSeptember. 

Other prevalent species-for 
' interested walkers,to look out for 
would be bothpardalotes, brown 
.and; yellow-rumped.-thornbills, 
"grey shrike-thrush,grey;fantail,,„ 
•=: eastern spinebill, kookaburra and* 
' woriga pigeon as well as migratory) 
*honeyeaters v ( fuscous, w h i t e -
-napedf yellow-faced)^ whicn; dor' 
w in te r here bu t "in reduced 

mumbers from the summer influx.:* 

' P h y l G o d d a r d 
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then crossing a soggy drain (in late 
July) , or paraflell ing the fence unti l 
the b i t umen road in to the si te is 
reached jus t 100 metres further on. 
Taking the road al ternat ive, turn 
left at the gate and enter the site. 
T h e road to the toi let is o n the left, 
t h e r e i s a c a r p a r k a n d an 
information board. On this board w e 
learn that this station operated from 
1965 to 1984. It communica ted wi th 

sa te l l i tes o rb i t ing the ear th , t h e 
o p e r a t o r s b e i n g t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d N A S A . I t 
p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e m e e t i n g o f 
Russian and American astronauts in 
1974, and the first f l ights to the 
C o l u m b i a shut t le in 1981 . It w a s 
closed in 1984 w h e n other satellites 
took over the moni tor ing. T h e r e are 
g r a p h i c s b o a r d s at e a c h o f t h e 
b u i l d i n g s i t e s in t h e c o m p l e x 
describing the function o f each. Each 
site n o w of course is marked only by 
concrete foundations. The graphic at 
t h e c a n t e e n s i t e s a y s h o w t h e 

can teen se rved m e a l s 24 h o u r s a 
day, seven days a week for u p to 180 
people for 19 years . T h e si te o f the 
26-met re parabol ic d i sh is at the 
south-east extremity o f the complex. 
This dish presumably came from the 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k s i te w h e n it 
c losed in 1981, and if I r e m e m b e r 
r ightly it w e n t to the Univers i ty o f 
Tasman ia w h e n Orrora l c losed in 
1984. 

The pedomete r gave a read ing o f 
12.5 ki lometres at the site. 

F r a n k C l e m e n t s 

This section o f the Alp ine Walking 
Track t raverses severa l typ ica l 
subalpine vegeta t ion types . T h e 
m o s t c o m m o n t rees seen a long 
the wa lk are the moun ta in g u m 
(Eucalyptus dalrympleana), 
s n o w g u m (E. pauciflora) a n d 
n a r r o w - l e a v e d p e p p e r m i n t {E. 
robertsonii) w i t h o c c a s i o n a l 
appea rances b y cand leba rk (E. 
rubida), b l a c k s a l l e e (E. 
stellulata), b r o a d - l e a v e d 
peppermin t (E. dives) and m a n n a 
g u m or r ibbon g u m (E. Viminalis). 
T h e c o m m o n e u c a l y p t s c a n b e 
seen at the beginning of the wa lk 
at B o o r o o m b a camp-si te , a large 
f la t s a d d l e w i t h an a t t r ac t ive 
o p e n f o r e s t a n d g r a s s y 
unders torey . T h e m a i n va r i e ty 
and colour in the vegetat ion along 
the rest o f the wa lk are provided 
b y t h e r a n g e o f u n d e r s t o r e y 
shrubs-

C o m m o n shrubs inc lude leafy 
bitter-pea (Daviesia mimosoides), 
wi th masses o f smal l o range p e a 
flowers in spring, the seeming ly 
l e a f l e s s b r o o m - l i k e p a l e - f r u i t 
b a l l a r t (Exocarpos strictus), 
w h i c h h a s p a l e m a u v e e d i b l e 
f r u i t s i n a u t u m n , a n d t w o 
cassinia species w i th bunches o f 
s m a l l c r e a m f l o w e r s o v e r 
s u m m e r . T h e s i l v e r w a t t l e 
{Acacia dealbata) p r o d u c e s i t s 
ye l low flowers i n the m i d to late 
w i n t e r a n d e a r l y s p r i n g , a 

we lcome splash o f co lour w h e n little 
else is flowering. Another acacia, the 
b l ackwood wat t le (A. melanoxylon), 
is easi ly identified in the forest b y 
its bright green phyllodes or ' leaves', 
in contrast to the more sombre blue-
green or grey-green o f m a n y other 
shrubs. B lackwood m a y g r o w into a 
l a r g e t r e e i n g o o d s o i l s a n d i s 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m o t h e r l a r g e 
acacias by the pa le c r eam flowers 
produced in spring. A third wat t le 
wh ich m a y b e seen on this w a l k is 
t h e w e d g e - l e a f w a t t l e ( A . 
provissima) w i th smal l t r iangular 
phyl lodes on drooping branches and 
bright ye l low flowers in spring. 

H o n e y s u c k l e is the n a m e ea r ly 
set t lers gave to the banks i a and, 
appropr i a t e ly e n o u g h , o c c a s i o n a l 
p a t c h e s o f t h e s i l v e r b a n k s i a 
(Banksia marginata) can b e found 
a l o n g s i d e t h e t r a c k i n t h e 
Honeysuck le Creek area. S o m e o f 
the pale yel low flower spikes can be 
found at a lmost a n y t i m e of the year, 
p i o v i d i n g an i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e o f 
nectar to m a n y honeyeaters . 

I n d a m p s i t u a t i o n s a l o n g t h e 
flatter gull ies and hi l ls ide spr ings , 
t h e dry forest g ives w a y to dense 
t h i c k e t s o f w o o l l y t e a - t r e e 
(Leptospermum lanigerum), 
mounta in baeckea (Baeckea utilis) 
and heath (Epacris breviflora) o r to 
o p e n g r a s s y s w a m p s a s a l o n g 
H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k n e a r A p o l l o 
Road . A g o o d example o f t h e tea-tree 

th icket c a n be seen b e s i d e the 
t rack on the flat 500 metres pas t 
t h e l o c k e d ga t e b e l o w t h e o l d 
Honeysuck le coUimation tower. 

A t the top o f the r idge be tween 
Honeysuck le Creek and Orrora l 
Va l l ey , t h e f o r e s t h a s a m o r e 
alpine character. Moun ta in g u m 
and s n o w g u m are the dominan t 
trees and for the first t ime on this 
w a l k t h e g o l d e n s h a g g y - p e a 
(Oxylobium ellipticum), a 
c o m m o n s u b a l p i n e s h r u b , i s 
prevalent in the understorey. 

Exo t i c s p e c i e s — s p e a r th i s t l e 
(Cirsium vulgare), m u l l e i n 
(Verbascum tkaspus) and br ia r 
rose (Rosa rubiginosa)—start to 
appear close to the former grazing 
lands o f the Orroral Valley. T h e 
c l e a r e d v a l l e y f l o o r i s 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y n a t i v e g r a s s e s 
and herbs wi th s o m e in t roduced 
pasture species and weeds s u c h 
as b r i a r r o s e , S t J o h n ' s w o r t 
(Hypericum perfoliatum) a n d 
wi l lows along the Orrora l River . 
T h e v a l l e y i s a h a v e n f o r 
k a n g a r o o s and g rass l and b i rds 
s u c h as m a g p i e s , g a l a h s a n d 
f l a m e r o b i n s . S c a t t e r e d b l a c k 
sallee and s n o w g u m struggle to 
regenerate and regain a foothold 
in the cold frosty condit ions o f the 
val ley floor. 

Nick i T a w s 



Australian Alps World Heritage nomination 
In 1977 the Austral ian A c a d e m y o f 
S c i e n c e d r e w t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t e n t i o n to w h a t ' 
should be one o f Australia 's Wor ld 
H e r i t a g e a r e a s . T h e V i c t o r i a n 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n a lso 
recognised the i m p o r t a n c e o f the 
area and, together wi th the National 
Parks Associat ions o f t h e A C T and 
N S W , c o m m i s s i o n e d D r G e o f f 
Mos l ey to prepare a repor t on an 
area w h i c h logical ly inc luded no t 
only the Victorian Alp ine Park bu t 
also Kosciusko and Namadgi . This 
report was comple ted in 1988 and 
w a s accepted b y Joan R i m e r , then 
Victorian Minister for Conservation, 
F o r e s t s a n d L a n d s , w h o 
subsequently officially launched the 
A u s t r a l i a n A l p s W o r l d H e r i t a g e 
nominat ion. 

Mosley"s excellent report (copies o f 
wh ich are in our l ibrary and m a k e 
i n t e r e s t i n g a n d i n f o r m a t i v e 
r e a d i n g ) b a s e d t h e n o m i n a t i o n 
r e c o m h i e n d a t i o n o n t h e a r e a ' s 
dis t inct ive sc lerophyl l vegeta t ion . 
T h e r e p o r t c l a i m s t h a t t h e 
vegetat ion o f the Austral ian Alps is 
unique in wor ld terms and also that 
conservat ion areas have the least 
d i s t u r b e d e x t e n s i v e s c l e r o p h y l l 
f o r e s t s in t h e w o r l d . H o w e v e r , 
despite the detai led scientific s tudy 
and Moslems cogent reasoning, the 
impor tance o f the region seems to 
have been over looked by all levels 
o f government . Th i s non-list ing is 
difficult to come to te rms wi th w h e n 
other areas cont inue to be listed. 

It seems to m e that one posit ive 
ou tcome f rom the suggest ion tha t 
the nomina t ion should include all 
m a i n l a n d a l p i n e a r e a s w a s t h e 
f o r m a t i o n o f t h e A l p i n e L i a i s o n 
Commit tee , wh ich operates under a 
M e m o r a n d u m o f Unders tanding on 
the Cooperat ive Managemen t o f the 
Austral ian Alps . This body manages 
to ensure that state and terr i tory 
governments w o r k cooperatively, at 
l e a s t i n p a r t , a n d o v e r c o m e 
parochial concerns . (The extension 
o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n A l p s W a l k i n g 

Track into the A C T is an example o f 
th is coope ra t ion . ) T h e c o m m i t t e e 
had the foresight to commiss ion a 
prominent biogeographer, Professor 
J a m i e K i r k p a t r i c k , to p r e p a r e a 
repor t on the outs tanding natural 
va lues o f the Austral ian Alps . His 
report involved six years ' work and 
w a s completed in 1993. For reasons 
best known to the commit tee it was 
no t general ly released to the publ ic 
until 1994. 

Kirkpatrick's repor t is titled The 
International Significance of the 
Natural Values of the Australian 
Alps and unequivoca l ly states that 
there is absolutely no doubt that the 
a r e a i s o f W o r l d H e r i t a g e 
significance. His major finding, l ike 
that o f Mosley, is that the vegetat ion 
i s o f a u n i v e r s a l l y o u t s t a n d i n g 
value . He also conc ludes that the 
a r e a r a n k s j u s t b e h i n d t h e 
Tasmanian wi lderness and Kakadu 
in Wor ld Heri tage attributes. 

Unfortunately, w o r k such as that 
o f Mos l ey and Kirkpat r ick does not 
ensure that the heritage value o f the 
area is sacrosanct . There is talk o f 
a lmost 1000 addit ional beds being 
m a d e a v a i l a b l e i n K o s c i u s k o 
N a t i o n a l P a r k and the Vic to r i an 
A l p i n e R e s o r t s C o m m i s s i o n h a s 
r e c o m m e n d e d the r e m o v a l o f the 
ban on the expansion o f resorts in 
nearby areas. Horse tour operators 
are also proliferating. 

I think it is n o w an important t ime 
f o r i n d i v i d u a l s t o ac t a n d t o 
e n d e a v o u r to e n s u r e tha t W o r l d 
Her i tage nomina t ion is made at the 
earliest poss ible date. 

The V N P A suggests that it wou ld 
be appropriate for you to: 

(1) Wri te to Senator Faulkner and 
(if possible) M r Keat ing, asking 
the C o m m o n w e a l t h to take the 
initiative in mov ing the next s tep 
of the nominat ion . In your letter 
it is suggested that you m a k e the 
fol lowing points : 
• the area has .been thoroughly 

investigated and Kirkpatrick's 
au tho r i t a t i ve r e p o r t s h o w s 

tha t it def ini te ly m e e t s the 
s t r i c t c r i t e r i a fo r W o r l d 
Her i tage l ist ing 

• t h e s t a t e a n d t e r r i t o r y 
gove rnmen t s have indicated 
t h a t t h e y a r e w i l l i n g t o 
d iscuss the mat te r and i t is 
n o w u p to the C o m m o n w e a l t h 
to ar range such a meet ing . 

(2) Wr i t e to M r H u m p h r e y s , A C T 
Minis ter for Env i ronment , Land 
a n d P l a n n i n g , a s k i n g h i s 
g o v e r n m e n t t o s u p p o r t t h e 
nomina t ion and coopera te wi th 
the C o m m o n w e a l t h . 

(3) You can also suppor t the cause 
by fo rward ing a tax-deduct ib le 
donat ion d- Victorian Nat ional 
Parks Association, 10 Parl iament 
Place, East Me lbou rne 3002 . 

L e n H a s k e w 

Can you help? 
The Australian National Parks 
Council—the national umbrella 
b o d y for n a t i o n a l p a r k s 
associat ions and conservat ion 
councils—will hold its annual 
m e e t i n g in C a n b e r r a on the 
weekend of 2 1 - 2 2 October 1995. 

We urgent ly need billets on 
Friday 20 October and Saturday 
21 October and transport to the 
meeting in Latham for a number 
of interstate delegates. If you can 
provide accommodation for our 
guests for these nights and/or 
transport to the meeting, could 
y o u p l e a s e r i n g S t e p h e n 
Johnston—254 3738 (home) or 
264 2 1 0 0 (work )—as soon as 
possible. 

This is a good opportunity for 
those who would like to assist 
the NPA but are unable to par
ticipate in our committees and 
other activities. 

Y o u r h e l p wi l l b e m u c h 
appreciated. 
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Little protection for 
Victoria's coastal 
waters 
T h e L a n d Conse rva t ion Counci l ' s 
M a r i n e a n d C o a s t a l P r o p o s e d 
Recommenda t ions , released in mid-
A p r i l , f a i l d i s m a l l y t o m a k e 
recommenda t ions that will result in 
the long-term protection of Victoria's 
mar ine envi ronment . Only 1.4 per 
cent o f Victoria 's coastal waters are 
r e c o m m e n d e d as Sanctuary Areas 
a n d t h e s e a r e a s a l l o w fo r t h e 
poss ible remova l o f mar ine biota for 
res tocking other areas. T h e report 
also r e c o m m e n d s that all exist ing 
M E P A s b e d o w n g r a d e d a n d 
regulat ions be left to the discretion 
o f the Depar tment o f Conservat ion 
and Natural Resources . Other areas 
cal led Mar ine Parks m a y a l low for 
o i l , g a s and m i n e r a l e x t r a c t i o n , 
aquaculture and various other forms 
o f commerc ia l fishing. 

Park Watch, V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l 
Parks Associat ion, June 1995 

Labor's wilderness 
moratorium 
The Co long Foundat ion is delighted 
wi th the progress made by the Carr 
Labor Government on its wilderness 
policy. M r Yeadon, Minister for Land 
and Water Conservat ion, addressed 
the House and reported that: "We 
h a v e b e g u n i m p l e m e n t i n g o u r 
p o l i c y . F i r s t l y , w e h a v e c e a s e d 
l o g g i n g in all a reas o f ident i f ied 
w i l d e r n e s s in N e w S o u t h W a l e s . 
C u r r e n t l y t he re is no l o g g i n g in 
identified wi lderness in N e w South 
Wales, and that will remain the case 
in the future. Tha t is an elect ion 
p r o m i s e fulf i l led. O n 11 M a y w e 
s t o p p e d l o g g i n g wi th in the D e u a 
wi lde rness , in the D a m p i e r Sta te 
F o r e s t in the s ta te ' s sou th -eas t . 
D e u a includes ca tchment areas for 
Georges Creek and Diamond Creek. ' 

The Colong Bulletin, C o l o n g 
F o u n d a t i o n for W i l d e r n e s s , J u l y 
1995 

Green jobs 
Green waste consists largely o f lawn 
c l i p p i n g s a n d p r u n i n g s , a n d 
c u r r e n t l y c o s t s P e r t h s c h o o l s 
$100 000 per yea r to t ranspor t to 
landfill sites. Green waste disposal 
m e t h o d s — c o m p o s t i n g a n d 
mulching—are being investigated in 
trials at two Perth schools wi th the 
aim o f reducing waste disposal costs 
and generat ing school income . 

Spr ing Cleaners is a communi ty 
enterprise that is at tracting w o r k 
f r o m c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
offices and househo lds . T h e three 
people apply non-toxic agents such 
as v inegar and bicarbonate o f soda. 
D u e to t h e p o s i t i v e c o m m u n i t y 
response, Spr ing Cleaners is l ikely 
to con t inue as a v iab le opera t ion 
after the project. 

A n o t h e r c o m m u n i t y en t e rp r i s e 
l ikely to cont inue after comple t ion 
o f t h e p r o j e c t is o n e d e v e l o p i n g 
o r g a n i c p r o d u c e a n d t e a c h i n g 
o rgan ic f a rming ski l ls to h o l i d a y 
programs, government agencies and 
communi ty organisat ions. 

Habitat, Aus t ra l ian Conse rva t ion 
Foundat ion, Apri l 1995 

First nation wins 
forest victory 
T h e H a i s l a a re t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
l a n d o w n e r s o f t h e K i t l o p e 
watershed, a huge r iver sys tem o f 
over a mil l ion acres which contains 
the world 's largest remaining intact 
coas ta l coo l - t empera te ra inforest . 
The ecosys tem ranges from coastal 
marshes through old-growth spruce 
and cedar forests and merges into 
a l p i n e m e a d o w s a t t h e h i g h e r 
altitudes. It is important habitat for 
bears, mounta in goats , moose and 
w o l v e s . It is a lso the las t par t o f 
t r a d i t i o n a l H a i s l a t e r r i t o r y t o 
remain intact and acts as a source 
of cultural and spiritual inspirat ion 
for the p e o p l e . T h e H a i s l a h a v e 
worked to protect the area for m a n y 
years . 

In Augus t 1994, the Haisla Nat ion 
and the Premier o f British Columbia 

announced permanent protection o f 
the Kit lope valley, which constitutes 
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f t h e G r e a t e r 
Ki t lope ecosys tem. In an interesting 
deve lopment , rather than creating 
•a provincial park similar in status 
to a nat ional park , the area wil l be 
jo in t ly managed by the government 
and the Haisla. 

Bogong, Canber ra and South-East 
R e g i o n E n v i r o n m e n t C e n t r e , 
A u t u m n 1995 

Wet Tropics under 
threat 
Almos t seven years after listing as 
a Wor ld Her i tage site, there is still: 

• no general legislative protect ion 
• no m a n a g e m e n t plan 
• n o j o i n t m a n a g e m e n t w i t h 

Abor iginal people 
• a prol i fera t ion o f deve lopmen t s 

and proposa ls , such as SkyRail , 
E a s t T r i n i t y I n l e t a n d t h e 
Cha lumbin-Woree power line. 

Cairns and Far Nor th Envi ronment 
Centre Newslet ter , June 1995 

Endangered Tibet 
The fragile and unique ecosys tems 
o f the T ibe tan p la teau have been 
merci less ly exploi ted over the past 
four decades . Overgrazing, mass ive 
deforestation, decimation o f wildlife, 
nuclear test ing and huge transfers 
o f p o p u l a t i o n h a v e c a u s e d 
i r r e v e r s i b l e d a m a g e to t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t o f t h e ' r o o f o f t h e 
wor ld ' . S i n c e m o s t o f As i a ' s l ife-
g i v i n g r i v e r s r i se in T i b e t , th i s 
destruction o f the ecological balance 
threatens hundreds o f mil l ions o f 
p e o p l e l i v ing on the Ind ian sub
continent , in China and South-East 
Asia . T h e destruct ion is continuing. 
T h e Dalai L a m a and the Tibetan 
G o v e r n m e n t in E x i l e h a v e 
developed a far-reaching strategy to 
ove rcome the p rob lems o f present-
d a y T i b e t . T h e D a l a i L a m a h a s 
p roposed the t ransformation o f the 
whole o f Tibet into a 'zone ofAhimsa ' 
(from the Sanskri t 'non-harming') , 
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a w o r l d p e a c e s a n c t u a r y w h e r e 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
dedica ted to the protect ion o f life 
c o u l d l i ve in h a r m o n y w i t h the 
natural envi ronment . Accordingly, 
l a w s w o u l d b e r e i n t r o d u c e d to 
protect p lant and wildl i fe , and to 
regulate the exploi tat ion o f natural 
resources . 

Bogong, Canber ra and South-East 
R e g i o n E n v i r o n m e n t C e n t r e , 
A u t u m n 1995 

Urgent need to 
conserve Asian 
fishery 
E x p e r t i s e g a i n e d b y A u s t r a l i a n 
C S I R O s c i e n t i s t s a t S a r a w a k , 
M a l a y s i a , h a s l e d to t h e i r 
i n v o l v e m e n t in a m i l l i o n - d o l l a r 
project to assist in the conservation 
o f a major Bangladesh fishery. 

Divis ion o f Fisheries researchers 
have formed a managemen t plan to 
e a s e t h e f i s h i n g p r e s s u r e o n 
S a r a w a k ' s i m p o r t a n t T e r u b o k 
f i shery . N o w t h e y a re b e c o m i n g 
i n v o l v e d in a p r o j e c t w i t h 
B a n g l a d e s h ' s F i she r i e s R e s e a r c h 
Institute in an effort to preserve that 
country's huge hi lsa fishery. 

This fishery has an annual catch 
o f 200 000 tonnes—more than the 
entire Aust ra l ian year ly total—and 
e m p l o y s 2 .5 m i l l i o n p e o p l e . I t 
r e p r e s e n t s 30 p e r c e n t o f t o t a l 
Bangladesh fish product ion and is 
the mos t impor tant s ingle source o f 
protein for m a n y of the country's 120 
mil l ion people . 

Ecos, C S I R O , Win te r 1995 

Funding for 
Queensland's national 
parks 
M a n a g e m e n t o f Q u e e n s l a n d ' s 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s h a s r e c e i v e d a 
funding boost in the Budge t wi th an 
extra $12 mil l ion allocated. The $12 
m i l l i o n f o r n a t i o n a l p a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t is only part o f $35.6 
mill ion set aside over three years for 

b o t h o n - p a r k a n d o f f - p a r k 
c o n s e r v a t i o n m a n a g e m e n t u n d e r 
the Nature Conservat ion Act . 

This Budge t al location means an 
ex t r a 25 s t a f f for n a t i o n a l p a r k 
m a n a g e m e n t and 28 staff for off-
p a r k c o n s e r v a t i o n m a n a g e m e n t . 
Ten o f t h e s e 28 pos i t ions wi l l b e 
d e d i c a t e d to p r o v i d i n g ex t ens ion 
services to rural communi t ies , five 
wil l dea l w i t h t o w n and reg iona l 
p lanning issues and the remainder 
wil l b e dedicated to research. Only 
two o f these posi t ions are expected 
to b e based in Br i sbane w i th the 
o ther 26 be ing d iv ided across the 
state. M o r e than ha l f the rare and 
endangered flora and fauna species 
o f this state are outside our national 
parks. A l a r g e par t o f the addit ional 
funding wi l l be used to increase the 
operational budgets o f national park 
rangers . 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Q u e e n s l a n d , J u l y 
1995 

Diamantina Lakes 
T h e Q u e e n s l a n d G o v e r n m e n t has 
secured a large area o f b i lby habitat 
fo l lowing f inalisat ion o f ex tens ive 
negotiat ions wi th AMP, the property 
owner s o f D a v e n p o r t D o w n s . T h e 
n e w p a r k o f 2 4 6 0 0 0 ha w i l l b e 
added to the n e a r b y D i a m a n t i n a 
Lakes Nat ional Park. A M P will also 
be suppor t ing further research into 
b i l b y h a b i t a t a n d t h r ea t s to i ts 
survival to the tune o f $500 000 over 
f ive y e a r s . T h e g o v e r n m e n t wi l l 
ma tch this funding dollar for dollar. 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Q u e e n s l a n d , J u n e 
1995 

Daintree clearing 
The first inter im conservation order 
under the Nature Conservat ion A c t 
h a s b e e n p l a c e d o n a r a in fo re s t 
proper ty in the Daintree to b lock an 
i m m i n e n t th rea t o f c lear ing . T h e 
interim conservat ion order wil l b e 
in place for 60 days dur ing wh ich 
t ime it is h o p e d negotiat ions can be 

m a d e wi th the owners to purchase 
the p roper ty w i th funds from the 
D a i n t r e e R e s c u e P r o g r a m m e . A 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s r a n g e r i s a t t h e 
proper ty w i th a war ran t to moni to r 
the situation and ensure compliance 
wi th the conservat ion order. 

T h e 58 h a l o w l a n d t r o p i c a l 
rainforest proper ty adjoins the Wet 
Trop ics W o r l d Her i t age A r e a and 
has a l o n g f ron tage to the C a p e 
Tribulat ion road and was identified 
by the Daintree Vegetat ion Audi t as 
h a v i n g v e r y h i g h c o n s e r v a t i o n 
v a l u e s . It is a k n o w n c a s s o w a r y 
habitat and contains many rare and 
threa tened species mc lud ing s o m e 
species so rare, scientists are ye t to 
n a m e them. 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Q u e e n s l a n d , J u n e 
1995 

Struggle for Tarkine 
T h e T a r k i n e w i l d e r n e s s a rea in 
nor th-west Tasmania includes the 
largest sub- temperate rainforest in 
Austra l ia . It has a weal th o f diverse 
f l o r a a n d f a u n a a n d c o n t a i n s 
A b o r i g i n a l s i t e s w h i c h h a v e 
remained undis turbed for hundreds 
of years . 

D e s p i t e t h e T a r k i n e b e i n g 
r e c o m m e n d e d for Wor ld Her i t age 
listing, both the State and federal 
g o v e r n m e n t s h a v e c o n s e n t e d t o 
buud ing a road that will open the 
w a y for logging, min ing and disease 
in an area o f unique biodiversity. 

Paul Kea t ing has one last chance 
to fulfil the federal gove rnmen t ' s 
obl igat ion to nomina te the Tarkine 
t o W o r l d H e r i t a g e l i s t i n g a s 
de te rmined by the World Her i tage 
Counci l . T h e last 10 ki lometres o f 
the ' road to n o w h e r e ' is due to be 
bul ldozed in N o v e m b e r o f this year. 

A leaked documen t has recent ly 
p r o v e n t h a t t h e l i n k r o a d i s 
' i n f r a s t r u c t u r e fo r m i n i n g a n d 
forestry "needs'". 

ACTwild, T h e Wi lderness Socie ty 
( A C T Branch) , Winte r 1995 



Coree conundrum 
L e a v i n g t h e P a b r a l R o a d w h i c h 
encirc les the northern ridge o f M t Coree 
C o r e e , E r i c P i c k e r i n g P i c k e r i n g  c l i m b e d 
s t e e p l y t o w a r d s t h e s u m m i t . A 
van tage point on a knoll at 651922 
( C o t t e r D a m 1 : 2 5 0 0 0 ) g a v e 
extensive v iews to the east over the 
whole o f Canberra and, to the south, 
the Tidbinbi l la range. 

A t this point Eric found an unusual 
arrangement o f rocks formed in the 
shape o f a rectangle a little larger 
than two by one metres. Its formation 
was unlikely to be natural. Eric asked 
m e if I would jo in h im on another visit 
to determine, possibly by divining, 
what the purpose o f the arrangement 
might have been. 

On this occasion we drove along the 
now very rough Two Sticks Road from 
Piccadilly Circus, removing one fallen 
t ree and n e g o t i a t i n g m a n y d e e p 
puddles to the Coree summit turn-
off. We then walked up the road to 
the bend near the knoll at spot height 
1275. It is always difficult to locate 
an on-ground feature after walking 
t h r o u g h b u s h w h i c h h a s n o 
prominent above-ground features. A t 
first an unsuccess fu l search w a s 
made on this knoll. 

W e t h e n d r o p p e d d o w n to t h e 
second knoll at 651922 and the site 
w a s soon found at the edge o f the 
cliff. S tones had been arranged to 
form a low wall in the shape o f a 
rectangle, the inner space cleared o f 
loose rock and levelled off. Jus t the 
s i z e for a s m a l l t en t o r a s p a c e 
s imply to lie d o w n in. 

N e a r b y on t h e w e s t e r n s lope a 
larger area nearer square in shape 
had been similarly outlined by a low 
line o f rocks . O n one wall a space 
h a d b e e n l e f t a s i f f o r e n t r y . 
S i m i l a r l y the in te rna l space h a d 
been cleared o f loose rocks and the 
surface levelled. Scat tered about on 
the r idge, s tones had been piled into 
cairns and in l ines. Nei ther o f these 
t w o feature types w a s on the crest 
o f the r idge. 

The smaller of the two stone arrangements on the northern ridge of Coree. 
The area within the lines of stones has been cleared of all stones and 

levelled to a smooth surface. Photo by Reg Alder 

First thoughts were that they may 
have been boundary markers and the 
levelled sections the camps of surveyors 
w h e n the A C T b o r d e r w a s b e i n g 
surveyed. Water would have been a 
problem. A check of the map showed 
that at this location the border left the 
summi t watershed north-east in a 
straight line and we were then 0.4 k m 
into New South Wales. 

T h e r e w a s a possibil i ty that these 
l ines o f s tones enclosed graves bu t 
a c h e c k b y d i v i n i n g g a v e n o 
indications o f the digging of trenches 
and filling them in. 

Therein lies the problem: when, b y 
w h o m and for w h a t purpose were 
t h e s e a r r a n g e m e n t s m a d e ? A n y 
knowledge or suggest ions? 

R e g A l d e r 



Outings program 
October-December 1995 

«' Sep to 2 Oct long weekend pack walk 
t Talaterang 

O 

Outings guide 
Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping 

requi rements . C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY 
WEDNESDAY. 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. 
vehic les taken to si te can be used for 
camping. BOOK EARLY WITH LEADER. 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and 
field guide studies and ski tours. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 
1 - up to 10 km 
2 - 10 km to 15 km 
3 - 15 km to 20 km 
4 - above 20 km 
Terrain grading 
A - Road, firetrail, track 
B - Open forest 
C - Light scrub 
D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
E - Rock scrambling 
F - Exploratory. 

jflKeis Ref: CIVIW BudaVNIftgs 
Leader: Stephen Forst Phone: 279 1326w 251 6817h 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. After a long drive, 
an easy pack walk of 2.5 hours over flat terrain to a camp site 
at the top of Nyanga Falls (no sleepwalkers please!). Asolid 
day walk to the top of Mt Talaterang through some scrub. 
500kms $100 per car. 

8 October Sunday walk 2/A/D/E/F 
Mt Orroral Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Mick Kelly Phone: 241 2330h 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30 am. A walk up past 
the lunar laser ranger and further to Mt Orroral (1609 on 
map). From Mt Orroral the walk is south-east to join the 
Nursery Swamp track. Some track walking, some scrambling 
and some scrub. Short car shuffle. Climb about 700m—dis
tance about 10km. 80 km drive $16 per car. 

14 October Saturday tour 
Canberra and district native grasslands 
Bookings: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738h 

Contact Stephen to make a booking by 6 October. Sarah Sharp, 
Grasslands Project Officer with the ACT Parks and Conser
vation Service, will lead a tour of native grassland sites in 
Canberra and district, describing their composition, ecology 
and management requirements. A bus will be chartered if 
numbers warrant and the cost advised at time of booking. 

14 October Saturday walk 3/A/C 
Cotter Rocks-Rock Flats Ref: Corin Dam, 

Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Murray Dow Phone: 257 4371h 

Book with the leader by Thursday for this joint walk with 
CBC. Usual easy walk to Cotter Gap, up to Split Rock and 
across the mysterious Rock Flats for lunch. Cross the head of 
Rendezvous Creek and over tops North of Mt Orroral, de
scending clear area at GR 73558 to rejoin Orroral Valley Road. 
Much light scrub but, except for Cotter Gap, no big climbs. 18 
kins. Not for beginners. 80 km drive $16 per car. 

15 October Sunday walk 2/A/E 
Bungonia Gorge Ref: Caoura 1:25000 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 286 2984h 248 3624w 

Meet at Southwell Park and corner of Northbourne Ave at 
8am. A steep walk on track down to the Shoalhaven River 
then downstream to Bungonia Creek. Follow creek upstream 
through the spectacular Bungonia Gorge. Climb 400m out 
via the steep 'Efflux' route. 220 km drive $44 per car. 

21 October Saturday walk 1/A 
Black Mountain nature ramble Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Leader: George Chippendale Phone: 281 2454h 
Meet at Belconnen Way entrance to Black Mountain Reserve 
(several hundred metres to the east of Caswell Drive) at 
9.30am. A morning ramble to see the flowers. Suitable for 
those aged 4—80. Bring your morning tea, camera, binoculars 
and Wild About Canberra. Finish by midday. 

22 October Sunday walk 2/A 
Boboyan Huts Ref: Yaouk 1:25000 
Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 281 4268h 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8am. From Boboyan Pines 
car park, walk along old forestry roads to visit two fairly-
recently built huts—Franks Hut (1950s) and Hospital Hut 
(1960s). Hopefully, we might also be able to say farewell to 
the notorious pines, too! Suitable for beginners. 100 km drive 
$20 per car. 

23 October—Monday evening 
Outings 'committee' picnic tea 
Leonie and Phil Bubb Phone: 248 6769h 275 8028w 
Anybody is welcome to attend a picnic tea from 7pm at our 
place to thank leaders, to plan new year's program or just to 
talk about past or future walks. Simple food will be available 
or you may bring your own. If you would like to come, please 
let us know a few days before to help plan catering. 

28 October Saturday walk 2/A/B/E 
The Pimple Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25000 
Leader: Max Lawrence 272 2032w or 288 1370h 

Meet at the Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. From the car 
park in the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve (above the koala en
closure), along the ridge and down to The Pimple, a remark
able rock outcrop on the western side of the range. A surpris
ingly wild and remote spot with no hint of its proximity to 
Canberra. Return by the same route. 60km $12 per car. 

31 October Tuesday history ramble 
Nil Desperandum property in Tidbinbilla 
Nature Reserve 
Leader: Rob Forster Phone: 249 8546h 

Meet at 2pm at the Tidbinbilla Visitor Information Centre. 
Ranger-guided two-hour visit to this historic, heritage-listed 
house constructed last century. Beautiful setting, with arbo
retum and propagation of exotic shrubs, and an old eucalyp
tus still. You may like to take afternoon tea. 60km drive $12. 



5 November Sunday walk 1/A/B 
Ginini Cascades Ref: Corin 1:25000 
Leader: Lyle Mark Phone: 286 2801h 

Meet at Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 8.45am. A6km 
walk from Mt Ginini through Arboretum no. 26, across Ginini 
Flats. Lunch at Ginini Cascades. Optional 100m return climb 
on good track to Mt Ginini summit. Suit beginners and fami
lies. 120km drive $24 per car. 

4-11 November week-long pack walk 
Ettrema Gorge Ref: Tbuga, Nerriga, Yalwal 1:25000 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738h 

This is a joint walk with the Victorian NPA. Contact leader 
by 30 October. An eight-day walk to this rugged sandstone 
wilderness. All off track with plenty of rock hopping, scram
bling, climbing and swimming. 

12 November Sunday history drive 
Lost mines of the Monaro 
Leader: Deidre Shaw/Barry McGowan 
Phone Deidre: 231 5216h 

Contact co-ordinator, Deidre, by Wednesday to reserve a place 
for this opportunity to visit Cowra Creek Mines, east of 
Bredbo, to be led by author, Barry McGowan (Barry's book is 
published by Tabletop Press). Access is through private prop
erty, and rationalisation of cars is needed to minimise the 
number of vehicles. 220kms $44 per car. 

11-12 November weekend pack walk 3/A/C/D 
Rock Flats Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Jack Smart Phone: 248 8171h 

Contact leader by Wednesday. A one and a half day walk leav
ing Canberra midday Saturday Walk over from Orroral via 
Nursery Creek to Rendezvous Creek. Next day walk up to 
Rock Flats with day packs and return to camp retracing walk 
in to car. Total climb 600m and distance 26km. 80km drive 
$16 per car. 

18 November Saturday walk 4/A/D 
Booths Creek Ref: Michelago 1:25000 
Leader: Jack Smart Phone: 248 8171h 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8am. Walk on fire track 
from Glendale Crossing to Brandy Flat, then over scrubby 
ridge to Booths Creek and open frost valley (North of Booth's 
Hill). Possibly explore a bit of Booths Creek beyond frost val
ley to a waterfall, possibly dry. Return mostly the same way, 
but on ridge west of frost valley. Tbtal climb about 400m and 
distance 21km. 85 km drive $17 per car. 

17-l^^ovember four day car camp l/djf 
Wingen Inlet Ref: Croajingalong, 

Mallacoota 1:25000 
Leader: Murray Dow Phone: 257 4371h 

Please check with leader by Wedesday. An informal camp at 
Wingen Inlet, just east of Cann River in Victoria. The pres
ence of a four year old constrains walks to be short, however 
others can do longer walks. A small boat for crossing the la
goon would be useful. Ground parrots, emu-wrens and 
goannas. About 600 kms $120 per car. 

18-19 November weekend pack walk 2/A/B/E/? 
Shoalhaven River Ref: Caoura 1:25000 
Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 281 4268h 

Contact leader by Wednesday. Walk down to the Shoalhaven 
from Long Point (near Tallong). Set up camp near the mouth 
of Bungonia Creek. Spend the rest of the time as you wish— 
swim, laze, read, sketch, fish or come with me and explore 
Bungonia Creek. 300km drive $60 per car. 

25 November Saturday walk 2/C/D/E 
Green Peak? Ref: Corin, Tidbinbilla 1:25000 
Leader: Matthew Higgins Phone: 247 7285h 

Contact leader to book for the walk. Where is Green Peak? 
Come and discover the rock-faced peak which juts up behind 
the Tidbinbilla Valley and is visible from Canberra. Approach 
is from Smokers Gap. An off track walk through a wild part 
of the ACT with a lot of fallen timber and scrub. 60km drive 
$12 per car. 

26 November Sunday walk 2A/B 
Alpine Track (extension) Ref: Corin Dam 1: 25 000 
stage 2 
Leader: Frank Clements Phone: 231 7005 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Walk about 14 kms 
from Booroomba Rocks to Orroral Valley on the extension to 
the Alpine Walking Track. A car shuffle will be needed. Drive 
120 kms $24 per car. 

25-26 November weekend pack walk 2/A/D/E 
Corang circuit Ref: Corang 1:25000 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone: 2862984h 248 3624w 

Contact leader previous Wednesday for details. A walk from 
the Wog Wog entrance to the Budawangs via Corang Peak to 
a camp near Canowie Brook. Next day follow Corang River 
through some scrub to Corang Lagoon for lunch, possible swim 
and return to Wog Wog along the worn track. 250 km drive 
$50 per car. 

2-3 December Ski lodge weekend with day walks 
Ref: Kosciusko 1:50000 
Leader: Phil Bubb Phone: 248 6769h 275 8028w 

Contact the leader at least two weeks in advance to reserve a 
place. Day walks to Mt Tate and Consett Stephen Pass or 
relax. Bring sheets, pillowcases, towels and all food with pos
sibility of co-operative cooking of early Christmas celebration. 
400km $80 per car (plus entry to park). 

10 December Sunday Christmas Party 
Orroral Valley Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Eleanor Stodart Phone: 282 5813 (office) 
Meet at Orroral Valley picnic ground at 3pm for the annual 
NPA Christmas get together. Members and friends welcome. 
Bring a picnic tea. 

7 January Sunday walk 
Grassy, Sheep Station and Ref: Yaouk, 
Naas Creeks Shannons Flat 1:25000 
Leader: Stephen Johnston Phone: 254 3738h 
Contact leader for bookings and inquiries. A long but very 
interesting walk through the former grazing leases of south
ern ACT past old huts, fences and yards. The walk concludes 
with a 300m climb and descent over Boboyan and Pheasant 
hills. 140 kms $28 per car. 

Points to note 
Please help keep our outings program alive by volunteering 
to lead outings. New leaders are welcome. The outings covenor 
is happy to suggest locations suitable for a walk if you do not 
have something in mind yourself. Feel free to send in 
suggestions for outings to the association's office as soon as 
you think of them, with a suggested date. 

All persona joining an outing of the National Parks Asso
ciation of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as 
such accept sole responsibility for any injury howsoever in
curred and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its 
office bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of injury or damage suffered whilst en
gaged in any such outing. 

The committee suggests a donation of TWENTY cents per 
kilometre DIVIDED BY THE NUMBER OF OCCUPANTS in 
the car, including the driver, (to the nearest dollar) be offered 
to the driver by each passenger accepting transport. Drive 
and walk distances quoted in the program are approximate 
distances for return journeys. 



Exploring Namadgi and Tidbinbilla 
Day walks in Canberra's High 
Country S e c o n d e d i t i o n , 
c o m p l e t e l y r e v i s e d b y G r a e m e 
Bar row, Dagraja Press , Canber ra 
1995 (price about $13) . 

M o s t people w h o enjoy wa lk ing in 
the h igh count ry a round the A C T 
are famil iar wi th Graeme Barrow's 
g u i d e b o o k s . E x p l o r i n g N a m a d g i 
and T idb inb i l l a is h i s th i r t een th 
book about the region and i t wou ld 
be m y gues s that one or o ther o f 
t h e s e d a y - p a c k - s i z e d g u i d e s h a s 
served to introduce m a n y people to 
the delights o f walk ing in the area. 
A n d perhaps in pass ing they m a y 
h a v e a l s o e n c o u r a g e d s o m e to 
b e c o m e m e m b e r s o f NPA. 

T h e w a l k s in t h i s e d i t i o n a re 
divided into three sections: northern 
and southern N a m a d g i , based on 
the Brindabel la Road and the Naas 
and Boboyan Roads corridor, wi th 
T i d b i n b i l l a m a k i n g t h e t h i r d 
section. Eighteen o f the suggested 
wa lks are in the southern sector. 
E a c h w a l k d e s c r i p t i o n i s 
accompanied by a K e y Detai ls box 
wh ich gives quite adequate details 
o f access based on the appropriate 
roads and giving distances from an 
u n m i s t a k a b l e p o i n t s u c h as the 
Namadgi Visitor Centre. A l s o i n this 
b o x are salient details such as w h a t 
to see, walk ing distance involved, a 
s u g g e s t e d e l a p s e d t i m e f o r t h e 
entire walk, a brief description o f the 
d e g r e e o f d i f f i c u l t y a n d t h e 
appropriate topographic map . This 
little box does not take up very m u c h 
room but it does give a very succinct 
account o f w h a t to expect and, as it 
is invariably p laced quite near the 
beginning o f the wa lk description, 
i t s h o u l d b e v e r y u s e f u l w h e n 
planning a day's outing. 

In a first for Graeme 's books (I 
t h i n k ) , t h e p h o t o g r a p h s a r e 
reproduced in colour and his printer 
has made a very good j o b o f them 
indeed. T h e y are all ve ry sharp and 
n o t in the l eas t b i t 'muddy ' , the 

latter be ing a characteristic w h i c h 
often mars similarly-priced books . 
M y impress ion is that mos t o f these 
illustrations contain a human figure 
or two, g iv ing some o f the places a 
sense o f scale and also emphas is ing 
the fact that these are interest ing 
areas for people to visit. Graeme has 
a l so c h o s e n h i s m a p m a k e r v e r y 
wisely. E a c h w a l k is s h o w n on a 
simplified but very clear map . Once 
again colour has been used to good 
effect with the salient features be ing 
e m p h a s i s e d in red . Al l in all the 
product ion o f the book is first class. 

To Graeme the ' immense granite 
rocks and boulders on m a n y slopes 
and r idges are one o f the las t ing 
a t t r a c t i o n s o f N a m a d g i . . . t h e y 
enthral s imply by their presence*. 
T h i s i n t e r e s t i s r e f l ec t ed in h i s 
c h o i c e o f w a l k s . M a n y l e a d t o 
p r o m i n e n t co l lec t ions o f g igan t ic 
boulders and tors . I hope that the 
m a n y people w h o will surely read 
this b o o k find a similar enthusiasm 
being kindled. One spin-off for N P A 
c o u l d b e t h a t w e w i l l s o o n f ind 
l eade r s w i l l i ng to t ake w a l k s u p 
beyond the Geodet ic Observatory to 
some of the areas around Mt Orroral 
wh ich used to figure in our Out ings 
Program s o m e years ago. T h e book 
does not concentrate exclusively on 
r o c k s a n d m o u n t a i n s , t h o u g h ; 
Abor ig ina l sites, relics o f European 
occupat ion, rivers and swamps all 
rece ive at tent ion. There are w a l k 
s u g g e s t i o n s to su i t a n y o n e a n d 
everybody. 

The wa lk descriptions are wri t ten 
in Graeme's own very personal style. 
A s wel l as directions w e are given 
h i s of ten, v i v i d m e m o r i e s o f the 
prevail ing weather conditions at the 
t ime o f his j o u r n e y as wel l as an 
indication o f the mood that the wa lk 
e n g e n d e r e d . I t s e e m e d a l i t t l e 
s t range to m e that someone w o u l d 
end a wa lk description in a guide 
such as this b y wri t ing 'It t ook m e 
about n inety melancholy minutes to 
wa lk b a c k to the stile, th inking as I 

w e n t tha t I wou ld never return. ' (I 
won ' t tell you the destination o f this 
w a l k bu t a l though it is a place o f 
unreal ised dreams , I don' t think i f s 
as sad as all that. Perhaps w e can 
pu t it in the Out ings Program, too, 
a n d s e e w h a t o t h e r s t h i n k . ) To 
people w h o k n o w the area well , the 
book 's ins t ruct ions are m o r e than 
adequate . I have s o m e reservations 
as to w h e t h e r n e w c o m e r s w o u l d 
a lways find the directions clear and 
concise . I don't th ink there are any 
glar ing inaccuracies but there are 
p e r h a p s s o m e w h o cou ld b e c o m e 
c o n f u s e d b y G r a e m e ' s m i x o f 
anecdote and instruction. I intend 
to pu t it all to the test by combin ing 
Walks 16 and 17 in the next Outings 
P r o g r a m . I ' m g o i n g to f o l l o w 
Graeme's directions to the letter and 
I 'm sure we'll all end u p at our cars! 

A s w e l l as w a l k d e s c r i p t i o n s , 
Exploring Namadgi and Tidbinbilla 
o f f e r s i t s r e a d e r s an e x c e l l e n t 
in t roduct ion to the prehis tory and 
h i s t o r y o f t h e a r e a a n d a b r i e f 
account o f the geology o f the area, 
its flora and fauna. There is also an 
e x c e l l e n t c h a p t e r o n w e a t h e r 
condit ions so that walkers will k n o w 
w h a t to expect. Graeme also lists his 
"Top Ten Walks '—walks that have 
g iven h i m ' intense p leasure ' for a 
var ie ty o f reasons . W h e n you read 
the b o o k see if you w o u l d vote for 
the s a m e group. 

Th i s second edit ion o f Exploring 
Namadgi and Tidbinbilla has been 
re leased at a very significant t ime. 
T h e r e are persistent rumours that 
both Tidbinbil la and Namadgi could 
unde rgo m a n a g e m e n t changes that 
w o u l d adve r se ly affect the A C T ' s 
o w n area o f preserved wi lderness . 
Let us hope that this very readable 
g u i d e w i l l i n t r o d u c e m a n y m o r e 
p e o p l e t o t h e b e a u t y a n d t h e 
grandeur o f Canberra's high country 
and that their voices wil l then be 
r a i s e d t o e n s u r e i t s c o n t i n u e d 
exis tence. 

L e n H a s k e w 



The Camargue—conflicting land use 
T h e C a m a r g u e i s a t r i a n g l e o f 
5 6 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f m a r s h l a n d , 
forming the delta o f the River Rhone 
w h e r e i t f l o w s i n t o t h e 
Medi ter ranean Sea in the South o f 
F r a n c e . I w a s f a sc ina t ed b y the 
c o m p l e x e n v i r o n m e n t o f s a l t -
marshes , wet lands, migra tory bird 
breeding grounds, r ice-growing and 
o ther agriculture, 'wi ld ' bulls and 
horses , heavy industry, commercia l 
s a l t - p a n s , t o u r i s m . O f a l l t h e 
wonderful places I visi ted in eight 
w e e k s in F rance , sou the rn Italy, 
Greece and Austr ia , the Camargue 
w a s perhaps the most compel l ing. I 
would love to return and spend t ime 
e x p l o r i n g i ts sub t l e t i e s in m o r e 
detail . 

T h e delta is formed by the tonnes 
of a l luvium brought down each year 
by the r iver from the h in te r l and 
(enough to cover Paris 25 c m deep 
in s i l t ) , e x t e n d i n g t h e d e l t a by 
10 to 15 me t re s each year. Yet in 
other parts o f the coast the sea is 
encroach ing so that the Fa raman 
l igh thouse , 700 me t re s in land in 
1840, d isappeared into the sea in 
1917. Similarly, Saintes Maries de 
l a Mer , f o r m e r l y i n l a n d , is n o w 
protected by sea wal ls . 

T h e l a r g e s t l a g o o n o f t h e 
Camargue , the Etang de Vaccares , 
c o m p r i s e s the ma jo r pa r t o f the 
national reserve—13 500 hectares— 
which can only be entered by those 
wi th professional credentials . The 
w e t l a n d s p r o v i d e an i d e a l 
e n v i r o n m e n t f o r t h o u s a n d s o f 
migra tory birds; the purple heron, 
o s p r e y s , p l o v e r s , a v o c e t s a n d 
swal lows in spr ing and autumn and 
duck and teal from northern Europe 
in winter. The most famous visitors 
are the flocks o f flamingoes which 
breed in the warm sheltered lagoons 
in spr ing , n o u r i s h e d by the tiny, 
p ink crustaceans which flourish in 
the v e r y sa l ty wa te r (and w h i c h 
e n h a n c e the p i n k c o l o u r o f t h e 
f l a m i n g o e s ) . To see h a l f a dozen 
f l a m i n g o e s e l e g a n t l y f e e d i n g , 

c o m p l e t e l y u n d i s t u r b e d by y o u r 
p r e s e n c e , i s i m p r e s s i v e . I t i s 
b rea th tak ing ly beautiful to see a 
f l o c k o f t h e s e i m p r o b a b l e b i r d s 
f ly ing w i t h the i r n e c k s and l egs 
extended straight out and their pale 
p ink feathers highl ighted by their 
dark sa lmon and black underwings . 

The Camargue is a birdwatcher 's 
parad ise . T h e r e are access pa ths 
a n d s e a d y k e s f r o m w h i c h t h e 
inhabi tants can be observed , and 
b o a t t r i p s , g u i d e d t o u r s o n 
horseback and ornithological parks 
in t h e l e s s p r o t e c t e d a r e a s . 
I n f o r m a t i o n o n a l l o f t h e s e is 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
T o u r i s t I n f o r m a t i o n O f f i c e in 
Saintes Maries de la Mer. 

The flora o f the region is adapted 
to the salty wate r and the s t rong 
winds . (It is said that the principal 
advantage o f visi t ing in D e c e m b e r 
to F e b r u a r y is tha t t h e M i s t r a l 
b lows the ferocious mosqui toes and 
biting flies away, even though it m a y 
b l o w y o u o f f y o u r b i c y c l e . ) T h e 
shrubs are general ly low g rowing— 
r e e d s , w i l d i r i s , t a m a r i s k , w i l d 
r o s e m a r y and j u n i p e r t r ees ( the 
l a t t e r g r o w i n g o n t h e i s l a n d s 
be tween the Etang de Vaccares and 
the sea) . A n u m b e r o f the p lan ts 
der ive thei r c o m m o n n a m e s from 
the Latin word for salt—salicornes 
a n d saladelles fo r e x a m p l e , 
reflecting their adaptat ion. 

P e o p l e h a v e b e e n l i v ing in the 
Camargue for thousands o f years in 
an uneasy eqmlibr ium. T h e Romans 
farmed in the area and exploited the 
e x t e n s i v e sa l t p a n s in t h e f i rs t 
century A D . There is s o m e evidence 
t h a t t h e s a l t w a s t r a d e d 
commerc ia l ly some 3000 years ago. 
The sal tworks are n o w a m o n g the 
l a r g e s t in t h e w o r l d and q u i t e 
fascinat ing (a l though biological ly, 
l a rge ly s ter i le ) . T h e h u g e p i le o f 
b r i l l i a n t w h i t e s a l t c o n t r a s t s 
markedly wi th the huge , shal low, 
pink-grey salt pans into which the 

s e a w a t e r i s p u m p e d f o r 
evaporat ion. 

The famous 'wild ' b lack bulls and 
w h i t e h o r s e s are the t r ad i t iona l 
bas is o f the agricultural economy. 
T h e bulls , lithe and agile, are used 
p r i n c i p a l l y in t h e P r o v e n c a l 
bu l l f igh t s ( w h i c h are no t to- the-
death like the Spanish ones) and are 
treated like heroes. One of the m a n y 
promot ional posters shows the bull 
m a k i n g a spirited at tempt to follow 
the razeteur ( the equivalent o f the 
matador ) over the barrier and out 
o f the ring. Al though the bulls are 
cal led wi ld , it is all relative; they 
g raze on the indigenous plants in 
r e l a t i v e f r e e d o m . A u s t r a l i a n 
paddocks are m u c h larger but mos t 
French fields are m u c h smaller. 

After the Second World War the 
northern marshes were drained and 
re-irrigated wi th fresh water. The 
main crop, r ice, was so successful 
that by the 1960s it was providing 
three-quar te rs o f France 's needs . 
W h e a t , r apeseed , v ines and fruit 
orchards are n o w significant crops. 
Th i s is all heav i ly irr igated, wi th 
extensive chemical spraying. I w a s 
privi leged, i f that is the right word , 
to w i t n e s s s o m e p r e c i s i o n c r o p -
dust ing by a helicopter, not far from 
t h e b a n k s o f the R h o n e . A s the 
unmis takab le smel l filled the air-
condi t ioned bus, the driver assured 
a nervous passenger, 'No, no, it isn't 
dangerous at all. Well , perhaps to 
small animals l ike dogs and cats. ' 
W h a t , I wondered , about the smal l 
fish in the river and the small birds 
in the trees? 

In addit ion to all this, the French 
g o v e r n m e n t d e v e l o p e d t h e F o s 
C o m p l e x a few ki lometres along the 
coas t in 1965. W h e n combined with 
nearby Marsei l les , the port is the 
largest in France, and second only 
to Rot te rdam in Europe. It handles 
90 mill ion tonnes o f traffic each year 
( two-thirds through Fos itself). The 
industrial zone includes steel, petrol 
a n d o t h e r p e t r o l e u m p r o d u c t s , 



chemicals and natural gas. Perhaps 
I am unnecessar i ly pessimist ic, bu t 
this s eems l ike an envi ronmenta l 
disaster wai t ing to happen. 

O f course , t ou r i sm has a major 
impact on the sensitive and complex 
marshlands . Two to three thousand 
c a m p e r v a n s , c a r avans and tents 
camp on e ight k i lometres o f sand 
over s u m m e r and m a n y thousands 
m o r e v i s i t t h e m a j o r t o w n s and 
impinge on the wet lands in search 
o f ' w i l d e r n e s s ' . T h e l o c a l 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s r e c o g n i s e t h e 

conf l i c t—gra f f i t i o n an i s o l a t e d 
outbui ld ing says Tourism mort la 
Camargue ( tour i sm is k i l l ing the 
Camargue) . There is certainly truth 
i n t h i s ; t o u r i s m a f f e c t s t h e 
traditional w a y of life as wel l as the 
physical environment . Yet wi thout 
the tourists w h o come to exper ience 
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , w o u l d i t b e 
p r o t e c t e d f r o m t h e i m p a c t o f 
intensive agriculture and industry? 
This is a d i lemma facing m a n y areas 
in the world , including Austral ia . 

T h e French government is t rying 
to keep the compet ing influences o f 
tour ism, agriculture, industry, and 
h u n t i n g in e q u i l i b r i u m wi th t h e 
indigenous ecosys tems. T h e who le 
o f t h e C a m a r g u e i s a N a t i o n a l 
Regional Park wi th the restr icted 
N a t i o n a l R e s e r v e a t i t s c e n t r e . 
A l t h o u g h it m a y n o t b e t r u e 
wi lderness , it is a fascinat ing and 
f r a g i l e e n v i r o n m e n t a n d a 
wonderful place to visit . 

Elizabeth Smi th 

Ode to Ettrema 
Pack-walk 2 6 - 3 0 January 1995, leaders: Eric and Pat Picker ing 

Yearning... 
Ettrema to see once more 
Brick-red craggy rims 
Steep, blue-green slopes 

Knowing... 
Down there the winding stream 
Glimpsed glints that lure 
Pale pools of pure delight 

Descending 
Step by careful step 
Soft: dirt, loose stones our balance 

test 
Brow wet, mouth dry—we touch 

base thankfully 

Enjoying 
Comradeship and campfire glow 
Bushwalking tales, and tucker too 
The peacefulness of Wilderness 

Rockhopping 
Downstream the vista widens 
Sighing She-Oaks long reaches 

hedge 
There banks of bracken; and 

Burrawangs... 

Struggling 
Slow ascent up creek called 

Cabbage Tree 
Cliff-walled and rock congested 
Gloomy sky a wet change brings 

Resting 
A lofty plateau campsite 
Showers contract and starlight 

reigns 

Morning a ribbon-mist lifts from 
the deep 

Squeezing 
Through cliff face slot— 
We contour spur and skid in gully 
Sunlit Cinch beckons tired 

trampers 

Revelling 
In enchanted pool 
Bright spangles splash its silken 

surface' 
A massive boulder guardian 

crouches 

Crossing Ettrema Creek. Photo by 
Eric Pickering 

Ambling 
Back to 'mother' Ettrema 
Last swim, last meal, last evening 
Review the route—make ready for 

the morrow 

Puffing 
Long pull up Transportation Spur 
Frequent 'spells'—to keep the party 

knit 

Sustenance to nibble and to sip 

Admiring 
Tremendous view from Pardon 

Point 
North and south the sweep of 

gorge. 
Across from us proud Hamlet's 

Crown 
Reaching 
Skywards—unnamed sandstone 

spires 
Which, in recognition of our 

leaders' worth, 
I now proclaim as 'Pickerings 

Pinnacles' 

Returning 
Plateau of unrelenting scrub; 
Terraces flowered in white 
Farewell Ettrema.. .farewell. 

Judi th W e b s t e r 

Last verse contr ibuted b y 
Er ic P icker ing 



Weeding Lord Howe Island 
(or how to feel noble while holidaying in 
beautiful surroundings) 
L o r d H o w e I s l a n d i s a s m a l l , 
subtropical is land o f great natural 
beauty about 700 ki lometres north
east o f Sydney. Being isolated, it has 
many endemic species wi th different 
e lements showing l inks wi th N e w 
C a l e d o n i a , A u s t r a l i a o r N e w 
Zealand. It is the breeding site for 
m a n y thousands o f sea birds o f 14 
s p e c i e s . B e c a u s e i t is 
u n i q u e it h a s b e e n 
inc luded on the W o r l d 
Heri tage List. 

B u t l i k e a l l p l a c e s 
w h e r e p e o p l e h a v e 
established themselves , 
it has been invaded by 
weeds and animal pests. 
O f the animals , the pigs 
a n d c a t s h a v e b e e n 
effectively removed but 
r a t s a n d g o a t s n e e d 
cons tant effort to keep 
n u m b e r s d o w n . O f the 
p lan t s , severa l p o s e a 
s e r i o u s t h r e a t to t h e 
natural vegetat ion and 
require a major effort to 
control . 

S i n c e I k n o w a 
n u m b e r o f p e o p l e in 
C a n b e r r a w i t h g r e a t 
feel ing for the natural 
e n v i r o n m e n t , and the 
island had provided m e 
w i t h t w o w o n d e r f u l 
h o l i d a y s w h e n m o s t 
n e e d e d , I o f f e r e d t o 
organise a g roup to go on a weed ing 
trip. Ian Hut ton, w h o leads several 
guided tours to the island each year, 
agreed to act as guide for the leisure 
par t s o f the t r ip and coord ina to r 
wi th the Lord H o w e Island Board 
and Parks and Wildlife rangers for 
the weed ing part. 

So on 13th June 10 o f us, nine 
v o l u n t e e r s and I an , c a u g h t t h e 

p lane from S y d n e y to Lord H o w e 
Island. 

Although w e did not k n o w it at the 
t ime, our first afternoon showed us 
what the week 's weather wou ld be 
like, s trong w i n d s (even the waters 
o f the lagoon were rough) and rain 

• squa l l s . T h e o n l y t i m e the w i n d 
aba ted w a s w h e n it p o u r e d w i th 

One more asparagus fern for the bag. Photo by Eleanor 
Stodart 

rain. However , it was considerably 
warmer than Canberra and the rain 
m e a n t tha t n u m e r o u s wate r fa l l s 
graced the cliffs o f Moun t s Lidgbird 
and Gower and w e were treated to 
d ramat i c and beaut i fu l scenes o f 
squalls approach ing over the sea. 
Clouds draped themselves over the 
mounta ins in s m o o t h caps or lacy 
mist, vary ing with the wind . 

T h e r o u g h seas ru l ed ou t b o a t 
r ides and the w i n d and we t ground 
m a d e c l i m b i n g M o u n t G o w e r 
dangerous , so w e had p len ty o f t ime 
to explore the rest o f the island on 
foot and bicycle, to survey the weeds 
and have several sessions at tacking 
them. 

Our ma in efforts at w e e d i n g were 
confined to the g round 
a s p a r a g u s f e r n , 
P r o t a s p a r a g u s 
aethiopicus, o n f o u r 
t r a n s e c t s o f T r a n s i t 
H i l l . W e c a r e f u l l y 
r emoved berr ies from 
fruiting bushes and the 
c rown from all plants, 
a s i t r e g e n e r a t e s 
r e a d i l y , a n d c a r r i e d 
them back for burning, 
but our efforts to hold 
a course parallel to the 
track whi le staying five 
m e t r e s a p a r t w e r e 
l a u g h a b l e at t i m e s . 
O n e , t h e n a n o t h e r , 
wou ld be he ld up over 
a d e n s e p a t c h o f 
a s p a r a g u s f e rn o r 
w o u l d ge t t ang led in 
c r e e p e r s , o r w o u l d 
have to de tour to get 
through, bu t through it 
all w e kep t count ing so 
that w e could provide 
es t imates o f densit ies 
in different areas. 

We encountered s o m e c lumps too 
large to tackle for a g roup trying to 
do a survey, but found that on the 
far s ide o f Transi t Hill a concer ted 
effort b y groups l ike us could m a k e 
a significant contribution to l imiting 
the p r o b l e m . T h e infesta t ion w a s 
clearly heavier near the set t lement, 
whe re the p l u m o s e asparagus fern 
w a s also a ve ry ser ious problem. 



Spot the workers among the palms (there are three in the picture). Photo by Eleanor Stodart 

M o s t o f the younge r plants were 
close to long-established parents but 
numbers o f seedlings along the track 
down the far side o f Transit Hill and 
an i s o l a t e d p l a n t o n M t E l i z a 
showed h o w effectively birds could 
carry the seeds. If left, the isolated 
plant wou ld almost certainly have 
b e c o m e the centre o f another dense 
infestation. 

W e noted bridal creeper (another 
m e m b e r o f t h e a s p a r a g u s f e r n 
group) g rowing near Kim's Lookout 
and hoped it would be tackled before 
i t could spread further. 

W e a t t a c k e d a s t a n d o f 
Pittosporum undulatum, pulling out 
740 plants in one hour (fortunately 
th i s w e e d o n l y occu r s in l imi ted 
a r e a s at t h i s s t a g e ) . A n o t h e r 
p rob lem, cherry guava , needs to be 

at tacked wi th chain s a w and poison 
b e f o r e i t s p r e a d s i n t o m o r e 
inaccess ib le a reas . Bi tou bush , a 
pest on the coast o f main land NSW, 
is present on the cliffs o f Lord H o w e 
Island but the rangers felt they were 
keeping it under control . T h e weeds 
of Lord H o w e Island are definitely 
a challenge! 

I t h i n k e v e r y o n e in t h e g r o u p 
enjoyed themse lves . Cer ta in ly w e 
c a m e a w a y as g o o d f r iends , even 
t h o u g h s o m e o f us h a d n o t m e t 
be fo re , and w e s a w pa r t s o f the 
i s l a n d n o t u s u a l l y t o u c h e d b y 
tourists (or b y m o s t o f the islanders, 
I th ink) . W e d e v e l o p e d a defini te 
f ee l i ng for t h e v e g e t a t i o n as w e 
e a s e d o u r w a y o v e r , u n d e r a n d 
a r o u n d t h e f i n e c r e e p e r s w h i c h 
stretched be tween trees and bushes 

w i th no t h o u g h t for h u m a n s w h o 
might w a n t to pass by. W e c l imbed 
over fallen logs and tried to find a 
f i r m f o o t i n g in r o t t e n o n e s . W e 
explored the s teep sharp rocks o f 
E d i e ' s G l e n a n d w e d i d a l i t t l e 
fertilising wi th scrapes o f skin and 
drops o f b lood. Bu t w e also saw ferns 
and orchids g r o w i n g amongs t the 
rocks . I r e m e m b e r one par t icular 
scene o f a twis ted tree spreadeagled 
over a large m o s s y rock forming an 
i s l a n d a m o n g s t t h e d e n s e 
undergrowth , m o r e beautiful than 
any artificial bonsa i . 

T h e Lord H o w e Island Board has 
some grant m o n e y from the Wor ld 
Heri tage Unit to pay labour to tackle 
some o f the heav ie r infestations o f 
weeds and the Parks and Wildlife 
rangers at tack the p rob lem as they 



Weeding L o r d H o w e Is land 

continued from previous page 

can be tween o ther duties wi th the 
he lp o f a Landcare group , but there 
is still r oom for further help and I 
hope that some other groups besides 
ours wil l b e able to get the same 
s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t w e d i d . O u r 
s c r a t c h e s a n d s t r a n g e ac t iv i t i e s 
caused considerable interest among 
the other guests at Pinetrees and 
s o m e e v e n e x p r e s s e d in te res t in 
he lp ing if only they had not been 
leav ing . P e r h a p s P ine t rees cou ld 
consider adding weed ing sessions to 
their winter p rogram. 

T h e i s l a n d e r s h a v e d o n e a 
w o n d e r f u l j o b o f l i m i t i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t so tha t m u c h o f the 
natural her i tage is unspoi led and 
the island still p rovides an idyllic 
retreat from the hust le and bustle 
of modern life. A little weed ing is a 
smal l return. 

Eleanor Stodart 
Lord H o w e Island 

The forgotten ecosystem 
W h i l e t rees and r ivers exci te the 
p a s s i o n s o f a r t i s t s a n d 
conservat ionists , mos t o f us ignore 
g r a s s l a n d s . G r a s s y a r e a s a r e 
ut i l i tar ian and invis ib le ; w e look 
across t hem towards mounta ins or 
l a k e s ; w e w a l k on t h e m ; in o u r 
b a c k y a r d s w e m o w t h e m ; in the 
suburbs we play cricket on them, but 
w e rarely look closely at them. A t 
the Ju ly m e e t i n g o f N P A Sa rah 
S h a r p , t h e G r a s s l a n d s P r o j e c t 
Off icer f rom the A C T Pa rks and 
Conservat ion Service, showed that 
a close look at grasslands can reveal 
great beauty and diversity. 

She has been conduct ing research 
into the smal l areas o f the ACT ' s 
surv iv ing na t ive g rass lands for a 
number of years , wi th support from 
the Austral ian Nature Conservation 
A g e n c y ' s E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s 
P rogram. She is a lso prepar ing a 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n fo r t h e i r 
conservat ion. 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands 
a re t h e m o s t e n d a n g e r e d p l a n t 
c o m m u n i t i e s in t h e T e r r i t o r y . 
D u r i n g Abor ig ina l occupa t ion the 
d i s t r i c t h a d 20 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f 
treeless grasslands including wha t 
E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s c a l l e d t h e 
Limes tone Plains on which central 
Canberra is built. Trees did not grow 
in t h e v a l l e y s b e l o w a b o u t 6 0 0 
m e t r e s a l t i t u d e ; in t h e s e f ro s t 
h o l l o w s t h e m i n i m u m a i r a n d 
ground tempera tures m a y differ by 
as m u c h as s i x d e g r e e s ; g r o u n d 
t e m p e r a t u r e s r e a c h m i n u s 10 
degrees or less in July and August . 

Dur ing the 19th century observers 
noted the degradat ion of grasslands 
due to grazing. Bu t it was not until 
the 1970s tha t the ex ten t o f the 
r e m a i n i n g g r a s s l a n d s w a s 
de l i nea t ed . O n l y in the las t f ive 
years have c o m m u n i t y groups and 
land m a n a g e r s b e c o m e conce rned 

enough to s tudy and conserve these 
rich ecosys tems. 

O n l y a b o u t 0 .5 p e r c e n t o f 
A u s t r a l i a ' s n a t i v e g r a s s l a n d s 
remain. T h e A C T still has five per 
cent or about 1000 hectares , wi th 
another 1000 hectares o f secondary 
grassland, that wh ich has been left 
after c lear ing w o o d l a n d s . M o s t o f 
t h e t e r r i t o r y ' s g r a s s l a n d s — t h e 
L imes tone Pla ins , Isabel la Plains 
and G i n n i n d e r r a C r e e k v a l l e y — 
have been covered by housing. The 
largest surviving tracts are in the 
Majura va l ley (the airport and the 
field firing range) and at Belconnen 
naval station. W h a t remains is still 
threa tened by urban deve lopment 
and weed invas ions . 

W h a t exci tes the scientists is the 
diversi ty o f grass lands. T h o u g h an 
area o f one squa re met re m a y be 
dominated by one or t w o species, it 
could contain 20 or 30 plant species. 



T h e s e i n t u r n s u p p o r t i n s e c t s , 
rept i les and other smal l animals . 
T h r e a t e n e d spec ies l i v ing in the 
A C T s grasslands include the button 
w r i n k l e w o r t Rutidosis 
leptorrhynchoides, the y a m daisy 
Microseris lanceolata, the go lden 
s u n m o t h Synemon plana, t h e 
s o u t h e r n l i n e d e a r l e s s d r a g o n 
Tympanocryptis Uneata pinguicolla 
and the striped legless lizard Delma 
impar. 

F o u r g r o u p s o f s t r i ped l e g l e s s 
l izards were found dur ing surveys 
carried out before the deve lopment 
o f G u n g a h l i n . T h e da isy , w h i c h 
occurred on Capital Hill until the 
construct ion o f the n e w Par l iament 
H o u s e , i s sti l l f o u n d on S t i r l ing 
Ridge in Yarralumla, in one site in 
B a r t o n a n d a f e w s i t e s n e a r 
Q u e a n b e y a n . T h e y a m daisy w a s 
ea ten b y A b o r i g i n a l p e o p l e , then 
a l m o s t e l imina ted b y sheep . T h e 
m o t h thr ives in B e l c o n n e n nava l 
base , Majura valley, York Park in 
B a r t o n and s e v e r a l o t h e r s m a l l 
s i tes . T h e t iny dragon, wh ich has 
been w iped out in Victoria, is being 
reclassified as a separate species. 
Recen t surveys by the A C T Parks 
and Conservat ion Service and the 
Univers i ty o f Canberra have found 
six si tes in the A C T and M o n a r o 
tablelands. T h e dragon uses spider 
b u r r o w s f o r p r o t e c t i o n f r o m 
predators and fire. 

T h e bui ld ing o f roads and houses 
fragments sites into unsustainable 
pockets , somet imes down to a few 
s q u a r e m e t r e s . T h e r e m a i n i n g 
fragments are subject to many types 
of disturbance: grazing, ploughing, 
mowing , burning, flooding, shading, 
l i t tering and tree plant ing. These 
physical changes lead to changes in 
the c o m p o s i t i o n o f s p e c i e s . I t i s 
remarkable that nat ive grasslands 
have survived at all. 

Sarah has found about 120 nat ive 
and exot ic species in he r s tudies . 
O the r s tudies ind ica te about 180 
nat ive species in the ACT. 

S a r a h s a i d t h a t a s t r a t e g y t o 
c o n s e r v e g r a s s l a n d s m u s t t a k e 
account o f national resources . The 

f o u r a i m s m u s t b e to p r e s e r v e 
e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s , to e n h a n c e 
nat ive componen t s , to control and 
reduce exotic species , and to retain 
examples o f grass land associat ions. 

T h e m a n a g e m e n t o p t i o n s a r e 
r e s e r v a t i o n , c o v e n a n t s o n 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
agreements with landholders. There 
a r e o n l y a b o u t 2 0 0 h e c t a r e s o f 
lowland grass lands in reserves in 
Victoria and Tasmania . Sarah and 
others are work ing towards creating 
safe sites in the ACT. 

Because research is n o w taking 
place, it is hard to k n o w the best way 
to preserve a communi ty . Historical 
studies can reveal wha t w a s there 
before, wha t has been done to it and 
h o w th is affected the g r a s s l a n d . 
A b o r i g i n a l m a n a g e m e n t w a s b y 
burning; graziers s lashed, burned 
and added fertiliser. 

Al l m a n a g e m e n t me thods affect 
s p e c i e s c o m p o s i t i o n . B u r n i n g 
reduces b i o m a s s ind i sc r imina te ly 
b u t o n l y h a p p e n s o c c a s i o n a l l y ; 
g r a z i n g c h a n g e s s p e c i e s 
sys temat i ca l ly ; m o w i n g c a u s e s a 
con t inuous reduc t ion in b i o m a s s . 
The scientists are t rying to work out 
the bes t method to retain diversity. 

Unl ike manag ing a forest, wh ich 
grows slowly and visibly, grasslands 
can change dramat ical ly over five 
y e a r s . T h i s m a y n o t m e a n t h a t 
species have been lost , but m a y b e 
a f l u c t u a t i o n in a r e s i l i e n t 
community . Long- term moni tor ing 
is needed to find out the extent o f 
permanent change. 

I n t h e A C T t h e r e a r e f o u r 
d o m i n a n t g e n e r a o f g r a s s e s : 
Themeda, Danthonia, Stipa and 
Bothriochloa. A f t e r l o o k i n g a t 
diverse grasslands, Sarah has found 
three major grassland associations 
containing different proport ions o f 
these dominan t species , as well as 
a distinct componen t o f other nat ive 
species inc luding f lowering plants . 
T h e three assoc ia t ions are a w e t 
Themeda a s s o c i a t i o n a l s o 
containing Danthonia wh ich occurs 
in low-lying val leys subject to run-
o n , a d r y Themeda a s s o c i a t i o n 

c o m p r i s i n g m a i n l y Themeda o n 
s l o p e s w i t h m i n i m a l r u n - o n b u t 
d e e p e r s o i l s a n d a Danthonia 
a s s o c i a t i o n o c c u r r i n g m a i n l y on 
s l o p e s o n sha l low, nu t r i en t -poo r 
soils. Bothriochloa features in some 
a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d i s e s p e c i a l l y 
a p p a r e n t in s u m m e r . Poa i s 
dominan t in cooler, h igher areas o f 
the Monaro and along drainage lines 
in the ACT. 

One thing Sarah has found is that 
pe renn ia l na t ive spec ies s e e m to 
have survived bet ter than annuals . 
The ACT ' s grasslands lack annual 
nat ives. Annua ls are more c o m m o n 
in the River ina and Victoria. In the 
A C T t h e y h a v e p r o b a b l y b e e n 
replaced by exotics. Exot ics thrive 
in w e t si tes, m a n y o f wh ich have 
b e e n m o d i f i e d b y c h a n g e s to 
Canberra 's dra inage systems. This 
means that wet ter sites have to be 
m a n a g e d m o r e i n t e n s i v e l y t h a n 
drier areas. 

R o g e r Green 

New NPA members 
as at 1 August 1995 

Millicent Poole Fadden 

Colin Rowell Watson 

Sharon McAuliflfe Chifley 

Leon Horsnell Cook 

Nerida Foster, 
Robert Ryl and 
Linden Parker Curtin 

Graham Scully Bungendore 

Allen Bills Wanniassa 

Saideh Samantha 
Kent Aranda 

Felicia Choo Turner 

Philip Watkins Queanbeyan 



Tidbinbilla—the 1939 koala enclosure 
M e m b e r s wil l be familiar wi th the 
p r e s e n t k o a l a e n c l o s u r e at 
Tidbinbi l la Nature Reserve. Less 
wel l known is the site o f the 1939 
enc losure on Hurdle Creek . Las t 
year, whi le work ing in partnership 
wi th Freeman Collett & Partners on 
a conservat ion plan for the nearby 
Nil D e s p e r a n d u m h o m e s t e a d (for 
T N R ) , I researched the history o f the 
enclosure because o f its proximi ty 
to Nil . The results o f this research 
w e r e i n t e r e s t i n g b e c a u s e t h e y 
showed that the aim of the enclosure 
w a s not s imply a mat ter o f nature 
conservat ion. B e l o w is m y text as 
submit ted for the report . 

' A s m a l l k o a l a e n c l o s u r e w a s 
proposed in 1938 for a site next to 
t h e B r i n d a b e l l a R o a d n e a r 
S h a n n o n s C r e e k o n t h e ea s t e rn 
ascen t o f the Br indabe l l a R a n g e . 
Fenc ing for the plot w a s designed 
and costed at 180 pounds . However , 
d u r i n g 1 9 3 9 t h i s l o c a t i o n w a s 
d ropped for one at Hurdle Creek. 

"The reasons behind a koala park 
were varied. On the one hand there 
was M r Lance Le Souef o f Melbourne 
w h o was lobbying the Prime Minister 
for a fauna park (particularly a koala 
park) to be established near Canberra 
so as to conserve native fauna such 
as koalas, platypus and so on in order 
to boost tourism. Le S o u e f was a 
zoologist and a brother to the Curator 
of Sydney's Taronga Park Zoo . Then 
on the o ther hand there w a s the 
scientific communi ty which wanted 
to study koalas. On 10 February 1939 
Federal Treasurer R G Casey wrote 
to Minister for Interior John McEwen 
about the establishment o f a koala 
park in the ACT. Casey had been 
enthused about the proposal by Sir 
David Rivett and wrote that such an 
e n c l o s u r e w o u l d b e o f " v a l u e to 
s c i e n c e in t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f 
problems — chemical, biological and 
anatomical — affecting the human 
race". He suggested that a committee 
be formed to study the proposal and 
that it should consist o f Dr LB Bull 
o f C S I R O Melbourne (it was called 

CSIR at the time), Dr Clements of the 
Institute of Anatomy in Canberra, Dr 
Kellaway of the Walter and Eliza Hall 
I n s t i t u t e in M e l b o u r n e , D r I M 
Mackerras o f CSIRO Canberra, and 
C E Lane-Poole, Inspector General o f 
Forests, Canberra. Casey concluded 
that the park would not be open to 
the public, or at least not for some 
years, and that its purpose would be 
"to b reed u p koa la s for scient i f ic 
obse rva t ion d i rec ted t o w a r d s the 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f m e a n s for t h e i r 
preserva t ion , and on the b r o a d e r 
lines that I have mentioned". So the 
push for a koala plot was motivated 
riot s i m p l y b y des i r e s to m e r e l y 
conserve the species. 

' M c E w e n r e p l i e d t ha t , as h i s 
depar tment had recently rejected Le 
Souef 's proposal , the format ion o f 
such a commit tee so soon might be 
e m b a r r a s s i n g to In te r io r and Le 
Souef . M c E w e n a sked C a s e y to 
consider delaying the commit tee for, 
say, six months . T h e Inst i tute o f 
A n a t o m y ' s e n t h u s i a s m fo r t h e 
p r o j e c t c o u l d n o t b e r e s t r a i n e d , 
h o w e v e r , and in M a r c h D i r e c t o r 
G e n e r a l o f H e a l t h D r J H L 
C u m p s t o n ( w h o m u s t h a v e h a d 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y fo r t h e I n s t i t u t e ) 
w r o t e to In ter ior s a y i n g tha t Dr 
Clements had located a site of about 
five acres at H u r d l e C r e e k for a 
k o a l a e n c l o s u r e in w h i c h "it i s 
d e s i r a b l e t o m a i n t a i n a s m a l l 
n u m b e r o f k o a l a s u n d e r na tu ra l 
c o n d i t i o n s " fo r " c e r t a i n 
expe r imen ta l and scient i f ic w o r k 
w h i c h i s in p r o g r e s s a n d 
c o n t e m p l a t e d at the Ins t i tu te o f 
Anatomy" . 

'The proposal was approved and a 
b lock o f land, Block 56, District o f 
Paddys River, was set aside for the 
plot. Fence alignments were cleared 
(to stop the koalas escaping over the 
fence in the forest canopy) and the 
fence w a s erected by 25 July 1939. 
The Canberra Times reported that 
day that the Victorian gove rnmen t 
had ag reed to send u p s ix adu l t 
koalas (while koalas had once been 

'plentiful ' in the A C T they had n o w 
no t been seen for thirty years) . T h e 
des ign o f t h e fence had c h a n g e d 
slightly from the earlier one planned 
for Shannons Creek, for the posts as 
buil t we re shorter (4 feet instead o f 
6 feet above ground level) and the 
cross pieces at the top did not extend 
out from each side (forming a T top) 
b u t r a t h e r e x t e n d e d o u t on t h e 
inside o f the fence only (forming an 
u p s i d e d o w n 'L ' ) . T h e enc lo su re 
b e c a m e qui te a novel ty and m a n y 
local people came to v iew it. 

' T h e e n c l o s u r e d id n o t s u r v i v e 
long. Trees and branches fell across 
the f enc ing , k n o c k i n g pa r t s o f it 
down and b y the end o f the Second 
Wor ld War the enclosure w a s jus t 
a b o u t d e r e l i c t ( p e r h a p s s t a f f 
shor tages dur ing the w a r forbade 
proper m a n a g e m e n t o f the site). A 
few y e a r s l a te r t h e w i r e ne t t ing 
disappeared. The koalas meanwhile 
had escaped long ago. 

T h e main surviving fabric o f the site 
today is a line of fence posts on the 
northern side of Hurdle Creek, many 
of which show the anchoring point for 
the top arm, and one post still retains 
this arm. The corridor cleared through 
the t imber is still evident. On the 
southern side of the creek there are no 
standing posts, although the corridor 
is ev ident and there is s o m e very 
vestigial post timber on the ground. A 
bottle dump, elsewhere stated to be 
associated with the building of the 
fence, consists ofbottles dated 1952 and 
1953 and was most probably left by 
eucalyptus cutters who worked nearby. 

'Despite the vestigial nature of the 
site, enough o f it remains to enable 
in te rpre ta t ion , par t icular ly g iven 
the enclosure 's s ignificance for its 
early date o f construction and the 
w a y it reflects biological research 
activit ies o f the period. ' 

M e m b e r s wish ing to visit the site 
should contact T N R staff beforehand, 

M a t t h e w Higgins 
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Nature-based tourism 
NPA project officer Nicki Taws has 
written two submissions on nature-
based tourism in the ACT: one to the 
A C T Legislative Assembly Standing 
Committee on Economic Development 
and Tourism and one relating to the 
A C T Tourism Development Strategy 
(prepared by Price Waterhouse for the 
Canberra Tourism Commission). Nicki 
e x p l a i n e d the b a c k g r o u n d and 
objectives of the NPA; the followingis a 
summary oftheAssociation's stance on 
nature-based tourism, as outlined in the 
two submissions. 

The pr imary purpose o f national 
parks and nature reserves is nature 
conservation. All other developments 
a n d u s e s o f t h e s e a r e a s a r e o f 
s e c o n d a r y i m p o r t a n c e to t h i s 
objective. Recognition should be given 
to the remarkable range and quality 
o f natural areas present within the 
A C T and the good fortune w e have 
in l iving so close to such areas. A 
major attribute of the A C T s national 
pa rk and nature reserves is their 
unspoilt, undeveloped character. 

Consistent wi th the objectives o f 
appropr ia te m a n a g e m e n t o f these 
a r e a s , t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associat ion of the A C T supports the 
p r o m o t i o n o f na t iona l pa rks and 
o t h e r n a t u r e r e s e r v e s f o r t h e i r 
current qualit ies. 

A n y d e v e l o p m e n t s for t o u r i s m , 
w i t h i n or a d j a c e n t to N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k o r o t h e r n a t u r e 
reserves , mus t be consis tent w i th 
t h e e x i s t i n g v a l u e s a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e s e 
natural areas, and avoid promot ing 
t h e a d d i t i o n o f a c t i v i t i e s o r 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e w h i c h a r e m o r e 
appropriate in other areas. 

Purposes of national 
parks and protected 
areas 
In any considerat ion o f the uses o f 
national parks and protected areas, 
the pr imary objectives o f this type 
o f land use mus t be understood. The 

fundamen ta l p u r p o s e o f na t iona l 
p a r k s and p ro t ec t ed a reas is for 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n ^ t h e 
c o r n e r s t o n e o f w h i c h i s t h e 
conservat ion o f biological diversity. 
T h e i nc rea s ing ly r e c o g n i s e d l i nk 
b e t w e e n b io log i ca l d ivers i ty , t h e 
funct ioning o f the b iosphere , and 
h u m a n w e l f a r e a n d e c o n o m i c 
development is n o w a major concern 
fo r g o v e r n m e n t s , d e v e l o p m e n t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n 
groups. 

O t h e r p u r p o s e s a n d v a l u e s o f 
national parks and protected areas 
which are readily recognised include 
the foUowing: 

• aesthetic values 
• health and recreat ion va lues 
• wilderness values 
• s c i e n t i f i c a n d e d u c a t i o n a l 

opportunit ies 
• c a t c h m e n t p r o t e c t i o n a n d 

watershed managemen t 
• historic and cultural values . 

Tidbinbilla Nature 
Reserve 
T h e N P A s u p p o r t s l o w - k e y 
d e v e l o p m e n t s w i th in the n a t u r e 
reserve (but predominant ly in the 
modified areas on the val ley f loor) , 
such as additional picnic areas and 
a food ou t l e t on a m o d e s t s c a l e , 
s imi lar to the one in the Bo tan i c 
Gardens . 

Namadgi National 
Park 
Appropr ia te outdoor recreat ion in 
nat ional parks and protected areas 
is that wh ich uses the area on its 
own terms and is consistent wi th the 
m a n a g e m e n t o b j e c t i v e s fo r t h a t 
area. A number o f the proposals in 
t h e A C T T o u r i s m S t r a t e g y 
document are not compat ib le wi th 
the pr imary managemen t objectives 
o f Namadgi National Park and are 

u n s u i t a b l e fo r t h e l o w - k e y , 
wi lderness quality o f Namadg i . 

Scenic tours and 
recreational facilities 
Permit t ing public vehic le access to 
fire trails and other m a n a g e m e n t 
t r a i l s w o u l d c o n t r a v e n e t h e 
managemen t objectives o f Namadg i 
N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d d e s t r o y t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s q u a l i t y o f t h e a r e a , 
par t icular ly for o ther peop le w h o 
h a v e n o t d r i v e n bu t w a l k e d in . 
A l though some trails in the east o f 
t h e p a r k c o u l d p r o v i d e ' s c e n i c 
tour ing ' opportuni t ies , this w o u l d 
n o t o n l y l e a d t o i n c r e m e n t a l 
pressure for more access, bu t also 
w o u l d r e q u i r e a d d i t i o n a l 
managemen t effort and expense . 

F o r n a t u r a l a r e a s w i t h l i t t l e 
d i s t u r b a n c e , a p p r o p r i a t e 
recreat ional activities are usual ly 
those which re ly on an individual 's 
o w n r e s o u r c e s o f p h y s i c a l a n d 
men ta l skill wi thout the need for 
c o n s t r u c t e d f a c i l i t i e s a n d 
m e c h a n i s e d a s s i s t a n c e . 
Recreat ional activities w h i c h have 
a g r e a t e r i m p a c t , s u c h as c a r 
camping, horse riding and mountain 
b i k i n g , m a y o n l y b e s u i t a b l e in 
a l r e a d y m o d i f i e d e n v i r o n m e n t s , 
such as some o f the na ture parks 
(e.g. Cotter Reserve) . Recreat ional 
activities and sports wh ich require 
c o n s t r u c t e d f ac i l i t i e s a n d o t h e r 
infrastructure are not appropriate 
f o r n a t i o n a l p a r k s . T h i s i s 
part icularly so in Canberra whe re 
m a n y e x c e l l e n t f a c i l i t i e s a r e 
provided for a wide range o f sport ing 
and recreational activities. 

Accommodation and 
other developments 
T h e N P A d o e s not s u p p o r t t h e 
p r o v i s i o n o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
c a m p i n g or c o n v e n t i o n fac i l i t i e s 
within Tidbinbil la Nature Reserve . 
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Nor does it support accommodat ion 
c l o s e t o N a m a d g i . T h e r e i s n o 
justification for providing additional 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n facil i t ies c lose to 
Namadgi on the alleged basis o f its 
' r e m o t e n e s s f r o m o t h e r 
accommodat ion ' . These facilities are 
all ava i l ab le in C a n b e r r a w i th in 
a b o u t o n e h o u r ' s d r i v e o f b o t h 
Namadgi and Tidbinbil la . 

The provision o f accommodat ion is 
a major under taking and can have 
ser ious env i ronmenta l impac t s in 
t e r m s o f p r o v i s i o n o f w a t e r , 
s e w e r a g e f a c i l i t i e s a n d a c c e s s , 
part icularly in remote areas wh ich 
are n o t a l r eady s e r v e d b y t h e s e 
facilities. 

R e c o g n i s i n g t h a t a m a j o r 
attraction o f the A C T s parks is their 
undeveloped nature and recognising 
t h a t th i s m a y b e t h e i r g r e a t e s t 
market ing asset, the level and type 
of tourist developments al lowed will 
need to be very carefully considered. 
Appropriate management o f natural 
areas will mean that there are some 
places whe re no infrastructure or 
d e v e l o p m e n t c a n t ake p l a c e ; for 
e x a m p l e , w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s , 
p r o t e c t e d c a t c h m e n t s , r e f e r e n c e 
areas. Low-key deve lopments such 
as addi t ional w a l k i n g t racks and 
picnic areas m a y be suitable. 

Marketing 
A n y analysis o f the benefits to the 
A C T e c o n o m y a r i s i n g f r o m t h e 
A C T ' s na t iona l pa rk and n a t u r e 
reserves needs to be fully aware o f 
a l l t h e b e n e f i t s w h i c h t h e 
c o m m u n i t y d e r i v e s f rom h a v i n g 
na tura l a reas . T h i s i n c l u d e s the 
intangible long-term benefits o f the 
conservat ion o f biological diversity, 
as well as the more apparent and 
immedia te benefits o f the aesthetic, 
recreat ional and wate r ca tchment 
va lues . It also needs to recognise 
tha t m a n y o f t h e s e bene f i t s are 
easily diminished by short-sighted 
attempts to create economic benefits 
by inappropriate deve lopment o f an 
area. 

In the p r o m o t i o n o f the A C T ' s 
natural areas , the greatest mer i t 

lies in not marketing the parks other 
than for wha t they have to offer in 
their current state—that is, unspoilt 
n a t u r a l b e a u t y w i t h m i n i m a l 
infrastructure. 

Funding 
M o r e t o u r i s m d e v e l o p m e n t s in 
Namadgi and other nature reserves 
will increase pressure on the natural 
r e s o u r c e s a n d w i l l t h e r e f o r e 
i n c r e a s e m a n a g e m e n t c o s t s . 
Addi t ional funds will b e needed for 
p a r k m a n a g e r s t o a s s e s s a n d 
address impacts , and m a n a g e the 
increase in activities and number s 
of people. A system of fees or permits 
m a y need to be introduced so that 
s o m e o f the additional costs are off
set by users. However , if this occurs, 
the proceeds should be used only for 
park managemen t in the ACT, not 
returned to consolidated revenue . 

Greater access 
Increasing the vehicle use o f t racks 
c a n i n c r e a s e so i l e r o s i o n , e a r t h 
m o v e m e n t and water run-off. This 
in ta rn increases the sed iment level 
in s t reams, affecting water qual i ty 
a n d h a b i t a t . G r e a t e r v e h i c l e 

m o v e m e n t also favours the spread 
o f w e e d s and d i s e a s e s , and c a n 
increase the r isk o f fire. 

R a t h e r t han p e r m i t t i n g a c c e s s 
and then moni tor ing the impacts , 
the bes t strategy for avoiding these 
impac ts is prevent ion—that is , no t 
a l l o w i n g i n c r e a s e d a c c e s s . O n c e 
problems begin , such as soil erosion 
on a t r ack , t h e y are d i f f i cu l t to 
r e v e r s e and c a n c o n s u m e l a r g e 
proport ions of scarce m a n a g e m e n t 
resources . 

Conclusion 
T h e p r o p o s a l s o n n a t u r e - b a s e d 
t o u r i s m in t h e A C T T o u r i s m 
D e v e l o p m e n t S t ra tegy s h o w tha t 
t h e c o n s u l t a n t s h a v e f a i l e d to 
unders tand the special character o f 
Namadg i and Tidbinbil la . T h e lack 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e l o w 
number s o f people in the parks is 
m o s t o f t en r e m a r k e d u p o n b y 
visitors as a posit ive feature o f their 
v i s i t . T h e y h a v e a l s o f a i l e d to 
r ecogn i se tha t N a m a d g i ' s spec ia l 
v a l u e s o f n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n , 
w i l d e r n e s s and w a t e r c a t c h m e n t 
have particular m a n a g e m e n t needs 
a n d tha t t h e s e n e e d s c a n n o t b e 
c o m p r o m i s e d to c a t e r f o r t h e 
interests o f one part icular g roup . 

Ecological economics—working 
towards a sustainable world! 
The Austral ia and N e w Zealand 
Society for Ecological Economics 
i s h o l d i n g t h e i r i n a u g u r a l 
c o n f e r e n c e on t h e t o p i c o f 
'Redefining resource management 
a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l p o l i c y 
t h r o u g h e c o l o g i c a l e c o n o m i e s ' . 
The conference wil l take place in 
C o f f s H a r b o u r , N S W , f r o m 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 - 2 3 . 

T h e confe rence p r o g r a m wil l 
f e a t u r e a d a y o f g u i d e d f i e ld 
workshops . The keynote speakers 

are David Suzuki, internationally 
r enowned for his broadcas t ing , 
w r i t i n g and f i l m - m a k i n g , and 
Robert Costanza, President o f the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i e t y fo r 
Ecological Economics . 

For further information, contact : 

C e n t r e f o r A g r i c u l t u r a l a n d 
Resource Economics 
Univers i ty of N e w England 
Armida le N S W 2350 
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Publ isher/Author Publ icat ion 

Australian Bush Heritage Fund Bush Heritage News 

Australian Conservation Foundation Habitat 

Australian Geological Survey Organisation AGSO Research Newsletter 

Australian Science and Technology Council ASTEC Update 

Cairns and Far Northern Environment Centre Wet Tropics Campaign Update 

Canberra and SE Region Environment Centre Bogong 

Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd The Colong Bulletin 

Canberra and District Historical Society Newsletter 

CSIRO ECOS 

Dept of Environment Land and Planning Land Information Newsletter 

Dept of Environment Sport and Territories Australian Environment News 

Environment and Conservation Council Sustainable Times 

Field Naturalists Association of Canberra Newsletter 

Greening Australia ACT and SE NSW Broadcast 

Japan Publications Trading Co Ltd Pacific Friend 

Kosciusko Huts Association Newsletter 

National Parks Association Qld NPA News 

National Parks Association NSW National Parks Journal 

National Parks Association NSW-Southern 
Highlands Branch NPA News 

Nature Conservation Society of SA Xanthopus 

Total Environment Centre Total Environment Newsletter 

United Nations Environment Programme Our Planet 

VNPA Newsletter 

VNPA Park Watch 

Wilderness Society ACTWild 

Wilderness Society Wilderness News 

Reports 

ACT and Sub-region Planning Strategy Draft ACT and Sub-region Planning Strategy documents for 
community comment 

Australian Nature Conservation Agency, Canberra An Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia 

Australian and NZ Environment & Conservation 
Council 

Maritime Accidents and Pollution: Impacts on the Marine 
Environment from Shipping Operations 

ANZECC-MCFFA The Development of Consistent Nationwide Baseline 
Environmental Standards for Native Forests 

Canberra Tourism Commission ACT Tourism Development Strategy, Vols. 1 and 2 

Commissioner for the Environment Draft ACT State of the Environment Report 

Dept of Environment, Sport and Territories Australia's Biodiversity—an overview of selected significant 
components 

House of Reps. Standing Committee on 
Environment, Recreation and the Arts 

Inquiry into the proposal to drain and restore Lake Pedder 
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A tour of African game parks 
One th ing w e do not have to wor ry 
a b o u t i n o u r n a t i o n a l p a r k s i s 
d a m a g e by elephants . Where they 
are protected in some game parks 
in Africa, e lephants are increasing 
in n u m b e r s and if left unchecked 
w o u l d c o m p l e t e l y c h a n g e t h e 
vegetat ion. The dividing-up o f the 
land into parks and non-parks has 
changed the animals ' ability to move 
from one area to another and further 
management , such as the p u m p i n g 
of water from bores , is necessary to 
k e e p the animals alive in the dry 
s e a s o n a n d t o p r e v e n t t h e m 
wander ing out into farmland. 

In Apri l I had the opportuni ty to 
see s o m e o f these problems at first 
h a n d w h e n I w e n t o n a t o u r 
o r g a n i s e d b y T h e A u s t r a l i a n 
M u s e u m S o c i e t y and led by T i m 
F l a n n e r y , h e a d o f t h e m a m m a l 
d e p a r t m e n t at the m u s e u m and 
author of The Future Eaters. 

A s f a s t - m o v i n g , a i r - t r a v e l l i n g 
t o u r i s t s s t a y i n g in f i v e - s t a r 
accommodat ion , w e did our share o f 
future eating but w e also gave short-
te rm assistance to the economies o f 
K e n y a , Z i m b a b w e and Bo t swana , 
and provided s o m e return for their 
efforts at conservat ion. 

In all w e vis i ted seven nat ional 
parks or g a m e reserves in the three 
coun t r i e s so w e bu i l t u p qu i te a 
b road p ic ture o f the an imals and 
c o n d i t i o n s . T h e a n t e l o p e s w e r e 
beautiful and varied, from the deep-
chested runners like the wildebeest 
and hartebeest to the more elegant , 
f u l l e r - r u m p e d j u m p e r s l i k e t h e 
impa la and gazel les . T h e y mos t ly 
jus t s tood around grazing, a l though 
w e occasional ly saw a pair o f bucks 
fighting. Zebras looked beautiful in 
their black and whi te stripes, but 
a l s o j u s t s t o o d a r o u n d g r a z i n g . 
Giraffes s tooped to browse and we 
a l s o s a w a p a i r f i g h t i n g , e a c h 
swinging his head to hit the other 's 
body with his horns. Lions we saw 
s e v e r a l t i m e s , b u t u s u a l l y in a 
sat isf ied s tupor . H i p p o s are ha l f 

a s l e e p b y day, and w e s i g h t e d a 
n u m b e r o f smal le r m a m m a l s and 
birds. T h e elephants were easily the 
most fascinating because o f the w a y 
they behaved to each other and, on 
occasion, to us. 

T h e M a s a i M a r a i n s o u t h e r n 
K e n y a h a s s o m e s t eep h i l l s and 
r o l l i n g , g r a s s y p l a i n s . O n o u r 
approach to the park, s m o k e w a s 
rising from several grass fires lit by 
the Masa i and w e found tha t the 
herds o f herbivores were larger and 
more obvious outside the park where 
the M a s a i g r aze the i r cat t le and 
burn off. W e also d i scove red that 
Apri l is not the r e c o m m e n d e d t ime 
for t ravell ing through Kenya as it is 
the start of the long rains and after 
heavy showers roads b e c o m e very 
slippery. 

Further south, in Z i m b a b w e and 
B o t s w a n a , t h e r a iny s e a s o n had 
f inished. Wi th wa te r w idesp read , 
however, and trees still holding their 
l e a v e s , A p r i l h e r e a l s o h a s 
disadvantages for v iewing animals 
but it is the t ime w h e n y o u n g are 
around. 

A t H w a n g e i n s o u t h - w e s t 
Z i m b a b w e the wet season had been 
the poores t in 70 years and people 
were concerned for the fate o f the 
y o u n g a n i m a l s . T r e e s in t h e 
deciduous monsoon forests still held 
their leaves but there w a s s o m e sign 
of colour ing before leaves w o u l d be 
shed for the dry. T h e forest grows on 
sandhills from the Kalahar i Deser t 
and in places these Kalahar i sands 
are 3000 feet deep. Here w e saw h o w 
e lephan ts can fell w h o l e a reas o f 
t rees or r ingbark t h e m , also wi th 
devastat ing effect. 

Ivory Lodge, where we stayed, had 
a l a r g e w a t e r h o l e a n d i t w a s 
f a s c i n a t i n g w a t c h i n g o v e r 5 0 
elephants at a t ime. Some wou ld run 
in to have a splash then sample the 
saltlick. Others were more sedate. 
As in h u m a n fami l ies t h e bab ie s 
hung around the mothers and the 

ha l f -g rown y o u n g s t e r s h a d m o c k 
batt les. 

Ra ins in A n g o l a had been good 
and the great r ivers flowing from 
there , the O k a v a n g o , C h o b e and 
Zambes i , had plenty o f water. 

T h e locals aptly n a m e d Victoria 
Falls as T h e S m o k e that Thunders ; 
the spray is visible l ike a p lume o f 
s m o k e for m a n y miles and tonnes 
o f w a t e r t hunde r into the g o r g e . 
Here the Zambes i changes in jus t a 
few yards from a slow, w i d e s tream 
to a rush ing torrent in a na r row 
gorge several hundred feet below. 
Boa t ing above the falls provides a 
d ramat ic contras t to whi te wa te r 
rafting in the gorge . Wi th the river 
h igh, the rush o f water in the gorge 
produced waves more l ike a rough 
sea t h a n a r ive r and w h i r l p o o l s 
swir led s t rongly then changed to 
we l l ing -up p l aces . WTe w e r e told , 
however , that Whitewater rafting is 
more exci t ing when the river is low 
and m o r e rocks are visible and the 
l ikel ihood of capsizing is quite high. 

O n e o f o u r m o s t i m p r e s s i v e 
v iewings o f e lephants w a s on , or in, 
the Chobe River at Chobe National 
Park, Botswana, when a group o f 10 
e lephants decided to return to h igh 
g round from the flat island whe re 
they had been grazing. T h e y walked 
seda te ly into the r iver then w e n t 
m a d as they got out o f their depth 
a n d h u r r i e d l y r e t u r n e d to t h e 
sha l lows. T h e n three set out again 
to s w i m b y themselves whi le seven 
h u n g b a c k . W h e n s w i m m i n g , 
e l e p h a n t s d i s a p p e a r c o m p l e t e l y 
be tween taking breaths then poke 
the i r h e a d s ou t and w a v e t h e i r 
t runks around l ike snorkels . So u p 
and d o w n they w e n t , ac ross the 
river. The next six, perhaps younger 
a n d less e x p e r i e n c e d , s e e m e d to 
n e e d t o k e e p in t o u c h f o r 
reassurance and to build up courage 
before ventur ing out o f their depth 
again. Eventual ly they crossed in a 
t ight group. Meanwhi le the tenth 
jus t wandered along the bank on its 
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own and crossed where it thought fit. 
In the O k a v a n g o the wate r w a s 

still r ising and here w e found it a 
restful change to travel by boat to 
d i f fe ren t i s l ands and t h e n w a l k . 
Whi l e wa lk ing you cannot get very 
close to g a m e but in a different w a y 
you get a closer feel for it. W e had 
done a couple of wa lks earlier in the 
trip. In K e n y a w e had three armed 
guards to protect us as w e fol lowed 
l ion footpr ints a long the road . A t 
Ivory Lodge w e w e n t out with the 
manager a rmed wi th a shotgun and 
o b e d i e n t l y f r o z e a b s o l u t e l y s t i l l 
w h i l e t h e C a p e b u f f a l o p u s h e d 
through the bush a few yards away, 
c l o s e r t h a n t h e m a n a g e r h a d 
in tended , be fo re sme l l ing us and 
t a k i n g of f . T h e y a r e t h e m o s t 

aggressive o f the animals and mos t 
l ikely to cause injury. W e also s a w 
elephant footprints and fol lowed a 
trai l , p r o b a b l y m a d e by a h y e n a 
dragging a kill. 

In the Okavango w e enjoyed the 
w a t e r s c a p e s a n d l o o k e d f r o m a 
d i s t a n c e b u t w e a l s o c a r e f u l l y 
c i rcumvented a g roup o f vul tures 
and closed in eventual ly to find the 
very smal l r emnants o f a kill. W e 
were also threatened by an elephant 
w h i c h f o r t u n a t e l y w a s e a s i l y 
satisfied b y our has ty retreat to the 
boat . 

I have more animal stories, l ike 
the e lephant at Ivory Lodge wh ich 
drank from the s w i m m i n g pool and 
del ica te ly p lucked seedl ings from 
the garden in front o f the bar, and 

the frog that w e t i tself w h e n it saw 
a s n a k e , and the e l e p h a n t - s i z e d 
dung beetles wi th their balls o f dung 
larger than a gol f ball, and h u m a n 
s t o r i e s , t o o . T h e K e n y a n s w e r e 
w o n d e r f u l l y w e l c o m i n g a n d t h e 
wai ters at S ianna Spr ings provided 
a memorab le occasion as, dancing to 
d r u m b e a t s , t h e y f o r m e d a 
p rocess ion to b r ing in a b i r thday 
c a k e . A f r i c a n s a n d r h y t h m are 
natural partners . 

Altogether it was a wonderful trip, 
but I did find mysel f looking forward 
to coming h o m e and go ing out to see 
s o m e kangaroos . 

E l e a n o r Stodart 

Thank heavens acclimatisation societies did not establish elephants around Australia last century. If they had, 
the rabbit problem would fade into insignificance... 

Elephants at Daintree would put even the worst developers in the shade (or do I mean direct sun?). 



Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 
Thursday 7 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Mike Smith, 286 2984(h) 
Thursday 14 Namadgi Subcommittee 7.30pm, for location contact Steven Forst, 279 1326(w), 251 6817(h) 
Thursday 28 Environment Subcommittee 7.45pm, for location contact Stephen Johnston, 254 3738(h) 

OCTOBER 
Thursday 5 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Clive Hurlstone, 288 7592(h) 
Thursday 12 Namadgi Subcommittee 7.30pm, for location contact Steven Forst, 279 1326(w), 251 6817(h) 
Monday 23 Outings meeting 7pm, contact Phil Bubb, 248 6769(h) 

Thursday 26 Environment Subcommittee 7.45pm, for location contact Stephen Johnston, 254 3738th) 

NOVEMBER 
Thursday 2 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Clive Hurlstone, 288 7592(h) 
Thursday 9 Namadgi Subcommittee 7.30pm, for location contact Steven Forst, 279 1326(w), 251 6817(h) 
Thursday 23 Environment Subcommittee 7.45pm, for location contact Stephen Johnston, 254 3738(h) 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 7 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Eleanor Stodart, 281 5004(h) 
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General meetings 
Held at 8pm, Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

Thursday 21 September: Glaciation in the Snowy Mountains 
Bob Galloway will speak on this area of unique interest—the only part of mainland Australia which shows evidence 
of being glaciated some 10 000 years ago. 
Thursday 19 October: Raptors in the ACT 
Jerry Olsen began an association with eagles 25 years ago when he was involved with a search for missing men in 
the Yukon which was helped by eagles. His interest has continued ever since. Jerry has recently published Some 
Time with Eagles and Falcons, which will be on sale after his talk. 
Thursday 16 November: Bushwalking in northern and central Australia 
This year several of our members have spent quite some time in Kakadu, the Kimberleys, the Bungle Bungles and 
the Macdonnell Ranges. Tonight we will share their slides and experiences. 

Sunday 10 December: NPA Christmas Party, 3pm 
Meet at Orroral Valley picnic area for the annual NPA Christmas get-together. Members and friends welcome. 
Bring a picnic tea. 


