
Volume 32 n u m b e r 1 

March 1995 

Nature study books for children 
Railway informality in the mountains 



NPA B U L L E T I N Volume 32 number 1 March 1995 

CONTENTS 

Minister's morning out with NPA 5 
The Pinnacle 6 
Memorial Bushwalk 8 
Escape of the aliens 9 
Old Growth Forest Project 12 
Nature study books for children 14 Cover 
Aboriginal occupation? 18 Photo byJane Rawson n  Raws on 
Railway informality 23 On M o u n t Painter, Canber ra Nature Park 

National Parks Association (ACT) 
Incorporated 
Inaugurated 1960 

A i m s a n d objects of the Assoc iat ion 
• Promotion of national parks and of measures for the pro

tection of fauna and flora, scenery, natural features and 
cultural heritage in the Australian Capital Territory and 
elsewhere, and the reservation of specific areas. 

• Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation 
areas. 

• Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment 
of, such natural phenomena and cultural heritage by or
ganised field outings, meetings or any other means. 

• Cooperation with organisations and persons having simi
lar interests and objectives. 

• Promotion of, and education for, conservation, and the plan
ning of land-use to achieve conservation. 

Office-bearers and c o m m i t t e e 

President 
Vice-president 
Immediate 

past president 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

C o m m i t t e e 

Stephen Johns ton 

Phil B u b b 
Steven Forst 
Clive Hurls tone 
Doreen Wilson 
Max Lawrence 

Vacant 
Eleanor Stodart 281 5004(h) 

Bever ley H a m m o n d 288 6577(h) 
Len Haskew 281 4268(h) ; 
fax 281 4257 
Mike Smi th 286 2984(h) ; 
248 3624(w) 

254 3738(h) ; 264 4276(w) 
2 6 4 2364 (fax) 
248 6769(h) ; 266 5128(w) 
251 6817(h) ; 279 1326(w) 
288 7592(h) ; 246 5516(w) 
2 8 8 5215(h ) 
288 1370(h); 272 2032(w) 

Subscr ipt ion rates (1 Ju ly to 30 June) 
Househo ld m e m b e r s $25 Single members $20 
Corpora te m e m b e r s $15 Bulletin on ly $15 
Concess ion $10 
For n e w subscr ipt ions jo in ing between: 
1 J anua ry a n d 3 1 March—half specified ra te 
1 Apri l and 30 June—annual subscript ion 
M e m b e r s h i p inquiries w e l c o m e 
Please phone the NPA office. 

T h e N P A ( A C T ) office is located in Maclaur in Cres, 
Chifley. Office hours are: 
10am to 2 p m M o n d a y s 
9am to 2pm Tuesdays and Thursdays 
Telephone/Fax: (06) 282 5813 
Address : P O Box 1940, Woden A C T 2606 

Contr ibute to y o u r Bulletin 
Contr ibut ions o f articles (news , descriptions or fiction), 
b lack-and-whi te pho tog raphs and line d rawings are 
keenly sought for the Bulletin. Please label photographs 
wi th the n a m e o f the subject, the name of the photogra
pher and the date. Leave contr ibut ions at the office or 
phone the editor, Roger Green, on (06) 247 0059. T h e 
editorial fax is (06) 249 7373. 

Articles by contributors may not necessarily reflect 
Association opinion or objectives. 

Deadl ine for J u n e issue: 1 M a y 1995 . 

NPA Bulletin is p roduced by Green Words for the Na
t ional Parks Associa t ion ( A C T ) Incorporated. It is pro
duced wi th the assis tance o f an A C T Heri tage grant. 

P r i n t e d on r e c y c l e d p a p e r by K o o m a r r i P r i n t e r s , 
Belconnen, ACT. 

ISSN 0727-8837 



New NPA office manager 
W h e n you telephone the National Parks Associat ion office in Chifley, 
the cheerful voice that greets you is that o f our n e w office manager, 
Maureen Blackmore. Maureen began working for our association on 
5 December and has very quickly settled in. Whi l s t m a n y o f the office 
tasks are routine, some telephone queries from the general public require 
a degree o f tact and imagination as callers need to be referred on to a 
more appropriate source for the information they seek. 

M a u r e e n enjoys wa lk ing and is very interested in environmenta l 
issues. She has recent ly worked as a school secretary and is familiar 
wi th our computer programs and other procedures. Call to say hel lo. 

Charmian Crimznins, w h o resigned to take u p a full-time position, 
will b e remembered fondly by members . We were especially fortunate 
that she was our office manager at the t ime o f a vacancy in the posit ion 
of NPA president. Her familiarity with NPA meant she was able to handle 
correspondence, referrals, meetings, Bulletin matters and membersh ip 
requirements and to keep our office running very efficiently. W e wish 
her wel l in her n e w office. 

Clive Hurls tone has done a marvellous j o b as acting president for the 
last s ix months and the commit tee is p leased to w e l c o m e our vice-
president, Eleanor Stodart, as acting president until the A G M in August . 

Bever ley H a m m o n d 

Hilltop towers 

Towards the end o f last y e a r 
S e n a t o r M a r g a r e t R e i d , 
Senator for the ACT, contacted 
t h e N P A a b o u t t h e i s s u e o f 
h i l l t o p t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
t o w e r s . S h e t o o i s v e r y 
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e 
proliferation o f these towers on 
h i l l t o p s w h i c h m o s t 
C a n b e r r a n s t h o u g h t w e r e 
p r o t e c t e d . S h e h a s i s s u e d a 
number o f press releases on the 
matter, as wel l as calling on the 
Senate to strengthen provisions 
i n t h e T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Nat ional Code to al low better 
communi ty consultat ion before 
further towers are constructed. 

Letter to the editor 

Over the Hills just an introduction 
W h i l e w e do n o t a p p r o v e o f the 
pr inc ip le o f au thors deba t ing the 
point wi th their reviewers, w e would 
l ike the oppor tun i ty o f m a k i n g a 
couple o f observat ions on Alas ta i r 
Morr ison 's r ev iew of our Over the 
Hills and Tharwa Way in the last 
Bulletin. 

O n e slip o f the pen that w e mus t 
correct at the outset is that the book 
was publ i shed b y the Env i ronmen t 
C e n t r e , r a t h e r t h a n t h e 
Conservat ion Counci l as suggested 
b y Alastair. 

Our intent in wri t ing the book was 
to provide a detailed introduction to 
t h e a rea ; w e w o u l d n e v e r h a v e 
presumed to think that w e could tell 
a n y t h i n g n e w t o s o m e o n e w h o 
k n o w s t h e a rea as i n t i m a t e l y as 
Alastair. In this context w e are jus t 
a t iny bi t d isappointed at a couple 
o f h i s c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t o u r 
omiss ions . Whi l e w e w o u l d readily 
a g r e e t h a t t h e r e i s i n s u f f i c i e n t 
information on the social h is tory o f 

t h e a r e a ( a p a r t f r o m O r r o r a l 
H o m e s t e a d a n d t h e G u d g e n b y 
H o m e s t e a d c o m p l e x ) , and w e l ay 
even less c la ims to expert ise in this 
a rea than in o the rs , w e h o n e s t l y 
bel ieved that w e h a d brought m o r e 
information on the subject together 
than h a d previous ly been publ ished 
in a readi ly accessible form. W e too 
bel ieve tha t the l ives o f o rd ina ry 
p e o p l e t r y i n g to a l t e r t h e l and ' s 
product ivi ty to their o w n ends , and 
t h e i r i m p a c t o n t h e l a n d , a r e 
important and too often ignored. W e 
guess w e can bu t t ry ha rder nex t 
t ime to fill this gap . 

T h e sugges t ion tha t the b o o k is 
unbalanced to the detr iment o f birds 
surprises us a l i t t le, s ince w e are 
*birdos' first and foremost , and had 
again t hough t w e ' d sha red a fair 
amount o f wha t w e k n o w of the birds 
of the region. The prob lem in writ ing 
such a guide to the natural h is tory 
of an a rea i s tha t p l a n t s t e n d to 
m o v e a r o u n d r a t h e r l e s s t h a n 

animals , so can be defined for the 
reader wi th m o r e conf idence. T h e 
o the r p o i n t i s tha t t h a n k s in n o 
smal l m e a s u r e to the N P A itself, 
there are excel lent informative bird 
g u i d e s t o t h e A C T , u n l i k e t h e 
s i tuat ion for o ther an imal g roups 
and for plants . I f Alas ta i r th inks w e 
h a v e p r o v i d e d i n s u f f i c i e n t 
informat ion on the b i rds , he m a y 
s p a r e a t h o u g h t f o r t h e p o o r 
herpe to log is t s and en tomolog is t s , 
f o r i n s t a n c e ! H a v i n g s a id tha t , 
h o w e v e r , w e c o u l d w e l l h a v e 
m e n t i o n e d t h e o l i v e w h i s t l e r 
populat ion at Smokers Flat, though 
w e ' r e l e s s s u r e a b o u t A l a s t a i r ' s 
'yel low-eared ' honeyeaters . . . 

Ou r omiss ion o f R e g Alder 's role 
in the deve lopment o f the Yerrabi 
Track has a l ready been brought to 
o u r a t t en t ion—the d a y after the 
b o o k ' s l a u n c h i n f a c t — b y R e g 
himself, to w h o m w e have already 
offered our apologies . T h e p rob lem 
lay in Reg 's modesty , because our 



Over the Hills 
Environment Subcommittee 

main reference for this one w a s an 
in terview in the KHA's Voices from 
the Hills by one R Alder, w h o failed 
to ment ion his o w n role! 

W e h a d decided no t to detail the 
controversial his tory o f Brandy Flat 
Hut , bu t s ince Alastair has raised 
it, w e m a y o f fe r a n o t h e r i n t e r 
pretation, which wil l doubtless draw 
someone 's fire! W h e n the A C T Parks 
and Conservat ion Service proposed 
a shelter hut at Booroomba saddle, 
t h e y p r o b a b l y d i d n o t a s k t h e 
permiss ion o f rock-cl imbing groups , 
but after all no s ingle interest group 
determines managemen t policy. No-
o n e w a s a c t u a l l y g o i n g to b e 
compelled to use it rather than to 
camp . Nonetheless the response of 
a f ew , p r e s u m a b l y n o n -
representat ive individuals , was to 
threaten to burn it d o w n i f erected 
w h e r e p roposed (!), l ead ing to its 
present locat ion. 

S t y l e i s o f c o u r s e e n t i r e l y 
sub jec t ive ; o u r j o b is to wr i t e as 
c l e a r l y as p o s s i b l e , to e x p r e s s 
ourselves in the w a y that seems to 
o f f e r t h e b e s t c h a n c e o f c o m 
municat ion, and take our chance on 
o t h e r s ' p r e f e r e n c e s . B u t ' t r ave l 
agent jargon ' ! O h Alastair, what a 
cruel barb!! 

Finally, there is one aspect o f the 
book, very important to us. which 
w e wou ld like to be brought to the 
a t t en t i on o f N P A m e m b e r s . T h e 
dedicat ion reads 'To the founders o f 
the A C T National Parks Association 
and to all t hose w h o h a v e s ince 
worked to make Namadgi National 
Park possible ' . W e are in your debt 
and this book is our small at tempt 
to add to the task you have carried 
on for all these years . 

Ian Fraser and 
Margare t McJannet t 

P r i o r i t i e s f o r g r a n t s , f u t u r e 
p r o j e c t s a n d t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e 
w e r e s o m e o f the top ics d i scussed 
a t t h i s y e a r ' s E n v i r o n m e n t 
S u b c o m m i t t e e mee t - ings . 

Al l grants are n o w project-based 
and therefore desired outcomes need 
to be identified. It m a y be necessary 
to have s o m e o n e w h o keeps abreast 
o f w h i c h grants are available and 
w h e n g ran t app l i ca t ions c lose so 
tha t w e c a n b e p r e p a r e d to t ake 
a d v a n t a g e o f t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
avai lable. W e can no longer re ly on 
m o n e y coming in regular ly wi thout 
a major effort on our part. 

S u g g e s t i o n s as to h o w to ra i se 
more m o n e y included: 

• m o r e p a i d e m p l o y e e h o u r s to 
enab le the N P A to deve lop and 
run more projects and thus attract 
more funds. 

• the preparat ion and sale o f m o r e 
h i g h q u a l i t y e n v i r o n m e n t 
publ icat ions . 

Poss ible projects for NPA include: 

• a p r o g r a m t o r a i s e p u b l i c 
awareness o f nature conservat ion 
issues 

• i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a n d r e c o m 
m e n d a t i o n s f o r p r o t e c t i o n o f 
th rea tened areas i n t h e A C T and 
adjacent reg ion 

• p r o d u c t i o n o f field g u i d e s and 
other publ icat ions 

• assistance wi th the rehabili tation 
w o r k a f t e r B o b o y a n p i n e s 
removal . 

I s s u e s r e l a t i n g t o C a n b e r r a 
Nature Park w e r e discussed, such 
as w a y s and m e a n s for inc lud ing 
areas wh ich are be ing managed b y 
the service but are not in the nature 
park; cooperat ion be tween N P A and 
P a r k c a r e g r o u p s ; and p r o d u c i n g 
informative material for the general 
public on w h a t areas are included 
in the park and h o w to get there. 

T h e subcommit tee has adopted an 
ambit ious set o f objectives. 

Everyone is w e l c o m e to jo in the 
subcommit tee , wh ich meets once a 
mon th . For informat ion, contact the 
N P A office. 

Stephen Johns ton 

Our native grasslands need friends 
T h e Friends o f Grasslands was launched recently by the A C T Minister 
for the Envi ronment , Mr Bill Wood , at the Nat ional M u s e u m , one o f a 
few sites o f nat ive grasslands in the ACT. The Fr iends o f Grasslands 
was formed out o f concern for the disappear ing nat ive grasslands. 

M u c h o f wha t is n o w Canberra was a carpet o f nat ive grasses and 
f lowering herbs 200 years ago. The arrival of sheep and cattle cropped 
the grass lands in a w a y that nat ive herbivores had not. Fertilisers and 
exot ic g rasses in t roduced to ' i m p r o v e ' the na t ive pas tu re crea ted 
condi t ions intolerable for m a n y grassland species. Urban deve lopment 
was the final s t raw for wha t little grasslands remained w h e n Canberra 
was settled. In the A C T we have around 8 per cent o f the original natural 
lowland grasslands left. M u c h o f that is in patches and vulnerable to 
invasion by exotic weeds and to destruction through urban development. 
Our grasslands need friends! For more information, wri te to the Society 
for Growing Austra l ian Plants at P O Box 217 A C T 2608 . 



Minister has a morning 
out with the NPA 
The A C T Minis ter for the Envi ronment , Land and 
Planning, M r Bill Wood , and his wife Bever ley jo ined 
N P A m e m b e r s for a wa lk a long the Yerrabi Track in 
Namadg i Nat ional Park . Two days after rain, the 
t rack w a s an absolute del ight wi th a w i d e range o f 
plants and flowers and a clear sky gave us 360° v iews 
of the park. T h e minister and his wife heard the story 
o f the track's construct ion by the N P A and changes 
in the t rackside vegeta t ion. 

Dur ing the outing, informal discussions included 
the Wor ld Her i tage nominat ion for the Alps and the 
r e m o v a l and rehab i l i t a t ion o f the B o b o y a n p i n e 
p l a n t a t i o n , w e e d a n d fera l a n i m a l c o n t r o l and 
staffing o f N a m a d g i Nat ional Park. 

Bill Wood returning to Yerrabi lookout from a tor 
inspection. The background shows the peaks of 
central Namadgi as well as the dark patch of those 
troublesome Boboyan pines. 

High-level discussions: Bill Wood with NPA 
members at Yerrabi lookout on what was a very 
pleasant and informative outing. 
Photos by Reg Alder. 



The Pinnacle, Canberra Nature Park 

The Pinnacle, Canberra Nature Park. Photo by Phyl Goddard 

In recent years I have spent so many 
happy hours at the nearby Pinna
cle , part o f Canber ra Nature Park, 
walk ing , b i rd ing and occas iona l ly 
planting, that the t ime has come to 
share it around before an emerg ing 
p r o p r i e t a r y air t a k e s o v e r c o m 
pletely. It's easy to be mistress o f all 
I survey there because there's no one 
else a round o ther t han the occa
sional dog-walker, and so I posses
sively check up on h o w the latest 
t r e e p l a n t i n g s a re s u r v i v i n g o r 
worry about 'my* kangaroos and liz
ards when an unleashed dog frisks 
by. 

T h e Pinnacle is an area o f some 
77 hectares wi th an elevation o f 708 
m e t r e s b o u n d e d by H a w k e r and 
Springvale Drive, Weetangera to the 
nor th and ho r se p a d d o c k s and a 
farm lease to the south and west . To 
the east, uninterrupted by suburbia 
and reaching practically to the heart 
o f C a n b e r r a , l ie M o u n t Pa in ter , 
A r a n d a Bushland and Black Moun
tain. F rom the Pinnacle wes twards 
the corr idor opens out through pine 
p l an t a t ions a n d f a rmland to the 
Molonglo and Mur rumbidgee rivers 
and the ranges beyond. 

T h e n a m e s o f ear ly settlers and 
h o m e s t e a d s in the r eg ion are re

f l ec t ed in t h e n a m e s o f n e a r b y 
streets l ike Schumack , Southwel l , 
S p r i n g v a l e , G i l l e s p i e , H a r c o u r t . 
Se lec t ion b e g a n in the Par i sh o f 
Weetangera in 1865. One of the first 
to s e l e c t t h e r e w a s R i c h a r d 
Schumack w h o later established his 
home Springvale on his land. M a n y 
new selectors came in the 1870s and 
most o f the Par ish o f Weetangera 
had been taken up by 1883. In 1915, 
following the choice o f Canberra in 
1908 as the site for the na t ional 
capi tal , the C o m m o n w e a l t h Gov
e r n m e n t r e s u m e d t h e l e a s e o f 
Springvale and other properties but 
the Pinnacle cont inued to be used 
for agis tment grazing. In 1981 the 
former Nat ional Capital Deve lop
men t Commiss ion began an assess
ment o f Canberra 's hill areas, re
sulting in the resumption o f the Pin
n a c l e , a n d s i n c e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
1982 it has been managed by Can
berra Nature Park, n o w part o f the 
A C T Parks and Conservat ion Serv
ice. A Parkcare group of volunteers , 
the Pinnacle Env i ronment Group, 
w a s f o r m e d in 1989 . A l o n g wi th 
other areas o f s imi lar status, the 
Pinnacle w a s declared Public Land 
(Nature Rese rve ) in the Terri tory 
Plan in October 1993 wh ich under 

the Nature Conservation Act 1980 
gave greatly needed legal backing for 
its protect ion and management . 

Prior to set t lement the Pinnacle 
appears to have been savanna wood
land o f p redominan t ly ye l low box 
(Eucalyptus melliodora) and red 
g u m (E. blakelyi) a long wi th dry 
s c l e r o p h y l l f o r e s t o f m a i n l y red 
s tr ingybark (E. macrorhyncha). Lit
tle evidence o f the savanna remains 
but there is still a 12-hectare block 
o f red s tr ingybark at the north-west 
corner , a smal l r ep resen ta t ion o f 
wha t was once there but neverthe
less o f some ecological value , espe
cially for birds. Regenerat ion there 
i s s l o w , p r o b a b l y d u e to c r o w n 
dieback caused by increased expo
sure to wind , and some o f the sap
lings have succumbed to fire. A short 
wa lk through this wood land , how
ever, turned up quite a few native 
f l o w e r s a n d s h r u b s : Glycine 
clandestina, Indigofera australis, 
Melichrus urceolatus, Daviesia 
mimosides, Hibertia obtusifolia, 
Bracteantha viscosa (we used to call 
i t Helichrysum), Hardenbergia 
violacea, Cryptandra amara, Senico 
quadridentatus, Bursaria lasio-
phylla (b lackthorn) . 

T h e g round cover o f the cleared 
areas consists of in t roduced pasture 
grasses, main ly phalaris, and other 
w e e d s such as thistles and br iars 
interspersed wi th patches o f native 
g r a s s e s . A s w e are b y n o w w e l l 
aware, only a small proportion o f the 
original nat ive grassland is left in 
Austra l ia and its protect ion is ur
gent , both for i tself and the nat ive 
fauna depending upon it for survival. 
O n e such dependant , n o w a vulner
able species , is the pink-tailed leg
less l izard (Aprasia parapulchella) 
which requires a cover o f kangaroo 
grass (Themeda triandra) for its sur
vival . This lizard has been identified 
at the Pinnacle (and a few other lo
cal areas) in a survey conducted in 
1993 by the Wildlife Research Unit, 
Canberra Nature Park, assisted by 
the Austral ian Trust for Conserva
tion Volunteers. The overall manage-



m e n t o f the Pinnacle is geared to 
biodiversi ty and takes care to pro
tect this species whe re possible . 

A s to other wildlife, a m o b o f about 
30 eastern g rey kangaroos as wel l 
a s e c h i d n a s , ba t s , p o s s u m s and 
bearded dragons are resident on the 
Pinnacle , a long wi th the usua l feral 
animals such as rabbits , foxes and 
cats. Bu t for m e it's the birds that 
m a k e the Pinnacle such a joy. O n a 
jo in t NPA/Canberra Ornithologists 
Group out ing in October 1994, 50 
species were turned u p in a couple 
o f hours and at least 60 species have 
b e e n r e c o r d e d t h e r e a l t o g e t h e r 
i n c l u d i n g l e a d e n f l y c a t c h e r , 
s o u t h e r n w h i t e f a c e , s p e c k l e d 
warbler, var ied sitella, five raptor 
spec i e s , do l l a rb i rd , wh i t e -be l l i ed 
cuckoo-shr ike , r a inbow bee-eater , 
sacred kingf isher and red-capped 
robin. M y most excit ing encounter 
there was being attacked b y a brown 
g o s h a w k , a n d n o t e v e n in t h e 
breeding season! 

T h e Na t iona l Cap i ta l D e v e l o p 
men t Commiss ion paper on Moun t 
Painter and the Pinnacle o f March 
1982 refers f requent ly to the de
graded condit ion and low ecological 
value of these hills. It is p leasing to 
b e able to repor t , therefore , tha t 
m u c h restoration work has been and 
is being done both by gove rnmen t 
and non-government organisat ions 
to turn the t ide. T h e main effort has 
gone into the plant ing o f thousands 
o f na t ive t rees by va r ious g roups 
including the Pinnacle Environment 
G r o u p , G r e e n i n g A u s t r a l i a , 
Be lconnen schools , Rotary, scouts , 
Austral ian Trust for Conservat ion 
V o l u n t e e r s a n d C o m m u n i t y A i d 
Abroad , under the auspices o f Can
berra Nature Park. In 1984 30 000 
trees w e r e p lan ted as par t o f the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h E m p l o y m e n t Pro
g r a m a n d 5 0 0 0 t r e e s a n d 2 0 0 0 
grasses were planted in 1993 by the 
P i n n a c l e E n v i r o n m e n t G r o u p , 
Green ing Austral ia and m a n y vo l 
un tee r s f rom t h e g e n e r a l pub l i c . 
T h e r e h a v e b e e n severa l sma l l e r 
plant ings, mos t ly s ince 1990. 

S o m e 60 000 trees in all have been 
put in dur ing the 12 years since re
sumpt ion o f the agis tment lease. A s 

well as the species ment ioned above, 
l a r g e n u m b e r s o f E. rossii, E. 
mannifera, E. bridgesiana and a 
variety o f acacias have gone in. T h e 
survivors o f the ear ly plant ings are 
n o w sma l l t r ee s . S o m e Callitris 
endlicheri and acac ias p lan ted in 
1984 are wel l in ev idence . O f the 
1993 plantings, the acacias are sur
viving well but some of the eucalypts 
h a v e s u c c u m b e d to the d r o u g h t . 
Detai led surveys w e r e under taken 
by Canberra Nature Pa rk to deter
mine appropriate species and areas 
for planting, tak ing ecological and 
aesthetic values into account . For 

e x a m p l e , ca re h a s b e e n t aken to 
ensure the v iews from the h ighe r 
points are not obscured w h e n the 
t rees grow. In 1993 the P innac l e 
Envi ronment Group commiss ioned 
a series o f m a p s including the l ikely 
nature o f the original vegetat ion, as 
i t w a s in 1984, and the current veg
etation since more recent plant ings. 

T h e l a r g e a r e a s o f i n t r o d u c e d 
grasses present a p rob l em bu t Can
berra Nature Park is hop ing that as 
the nutr ient levels from (previous) 
fer t i l i sa t ion d r o p , the ' i m p r o v e d ' 
pas ture wi l l deter iorate , enab l ing 
nat ive grasses w h i c h prefer the l o w 
nutr ient soil to b e c o m e m o r e c o m 
petitive. T h e trial p lant ing o f na t ive 
grasses in 1993 m e t w i th only m o d 

erate success . A s a resul t o f grant 
funding to the P innac le Envi ron
m e n t Group , the Austral ian Trust 
for Conservat ion Volunteers are en
gaged from t ime to t ime under the 
direction o f Canberra Nature Park 
for plantat ion main tenance and the 
r e m o v a l o f w o o d y w e e d s such as 
briar and cotoneaster. 

On the downside, the dog-walkers 
don ' t seem to k n o w that they are 
obliged to keep dogs on a leash, al
though an improvement in the po
licing o f this offence is soon to b e al
lowed. Horse-riding is permitted only 
on the designated equestrian route 

wh ich runs along the northern end 
o f the park but there are signs that 
riders use other tracks, too. 

O f c o u r s e t h e P i n n a c l e w a s a 
p r ime target for a t e lecommunica
t ions tower. Even pr ior to 1982 it 
had been identified as a potential 
s i te for t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s pur
p o s e s bu t C a n b e r r a Na tu re Pa rk 
successfully negot ia ted for installa
t ion near the reservoirs on A C T E W 
land rather than on one o f the hil ls 
or l imes tone ou tc rops . (The Can
berra Nature Park pamphle t on the 
P innac le tells us that these l ime
s t o n e o u t c r o p s c o n t a i n foss i ls o f 
plants and a n i m a l s that l ived there 
over 400 mil l ion years ago and that 

continued on page 20 



C E Lane-Poole Memorial Bushwalk 
Saturday 21 January, the day after 
the drought broke, appeared as if it 
could have been the wors t day to 
have selected for the C E Lane-Poole 
Memor ia l Bushwalk . 

C h a r l e s ' d a u g h t e r ' C h a r l e s ' 
(Charlot te) had travelled especially 
from Euroa, Victoria, to jo in in the 
reminiscences of her own 
e x p e r i e n c e s o f M o u n t 
Franklin and the role of 
her father as the founding 
president o f the Canberra 
A l p i n e C l u b . F r i d a y ' s 
weather was sufficiently 
bad to deter s o m e from 
j o i n i n g in ; h o w e v e r , 
e l even had faith in the 
wea the rman and enjoyed 
a perfect day for walking. 

Charles Edward Lane-
P o o l e w a s b o r n in 
England in the 1880s. His 
f a the r , an a c a d e m i c , 
o b t a i n e d a p o s t i n g to 
Trini ty Co l l ege , Dubl in , 
a n d t h e f a m i l y m o v e d 
there. Whi l s t in Ireland 
Charles , aged 18, lost his 
left hand in a s h o o t i n g E? 
a c c i d e n t and f rom that 1 /^'-^tM 
t ime had to wear a hook 'I&V^Sj^j.sfci 
on the injured limb. Plans ! : ' " * -
to s tudy engineer ing had 
to be a b a n d o n e d bu t 
Charles decided to s tudy 
f o r e s t r y i n s t e a d . C o m 
p l e t i n g h i s s t u d i e s in 
France, he then worked in 
Africa where he marr ied 
his wife Ruth in 1911. In 
1917 he w a s a p p o i n t e d 
Western Australia 's conservator of 
forests. Ten years later he came to 
Canberra as the act ing principal o f 
the Aust ra l ian Fores t ry School at 
Y a r r a l u m l a . H e a l s o h e l d t h e 
appoin tment o f inspector-general o f 
f o r e s t s f o r t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Government . 

In the course o f forestry s tudents ' 
field work , Lane-Poole led students 
in w a l k i n g t r i p s a l o n g t h e 

B r i n d a b e l l a s . P r i o r to the m i d -
19303 t h e r e w a s , o f c o u r s e , no 
Mount Franklin road. These trips 
were a very p leasurable t ime for 
him, although in winter on a hutless 
and roadless range they were more 
of an endurance test than a pleasure 
excursion. 

'Charles' Burston (Lane-Poole) on Mount Aggie. 
Photo by Reg Alder 

Charles and the family had first 
gone skiing at the Hotel Kosciusko 
in 1931. Char les , wi th his love o f 
t imber , b e l i e v e d tha t Aus t r a l i an 
skiers should m a k e their own skis 
f rom A u s t r a l i a n ma te r i a l r a ther 
than buy imported ones . 

W h e n the Canber ra Alp ine Club 
w a s formed in 1934 Charles Lane-
P o o l e w a s e l e c t e d i n a u g u r a l 
pres ident , a posi t ion held by h im 

u n t i l h e r e t i r e d and m o v e d to 
S y d n e y in 1 9 4 5 . H e p l a y e d a 
p rominen t part in the deputat ion 
to t h e M i n i s t e r for I n t e r i o r in 
N o v e m b e r 1934 which resulted in 
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e M o u n t 
Frankl in road. 

Lane-Poole made a major contri
but ion during the forma
tive years of the Canberra 
Alpine Club and was be
h i n d t h e s k i - m a k i n g 
classes which were a fea
ture o f the c lub at that 
t i m e . H e , w i t h o t h e r 
members , pushed ahead 
wi th the construction o f 
the Moun t Franklin Cha
let and with his daugh
t e r s C h a r l o t t e ( b e t t e r 
k n o w n as Char les ) and 
Mary took part in expedi
t ions to locate a suitable 
l o d g e s i t e on t h e 
Brindabellas . The Mount 
F r a n k l i n C h a l e t w a s 
o p e n e d on 2 July 1938. 
Charles Lane-Poole died 
in S y d n e y in N o v e m b e r 
1970. A street in Yarra
lumla commemora tes his 
name. 

T h e m e m o r i a l w a l k 
w o u n d a m o n g the snow 
g u m s , a l p i n e a s h , 
s n o w g r a s s and v a r i o u s 
sub-alpine shrubs of the 
s e c t i o n o f t h e B r i n 
dabel las from the north
ern end o f M o u n t Aggie 
over M o u n t Frankl in to 
the chalet and on to the 

Little Ginini ski run where several 
border markers are seen on the way. 

It was a day to be remembered and 
a loss to those who did not have faith 
in the k n o w l e d g e that Canberra 's 
w e a t h e r g e n e r a l l y c lears ea r l i e r 
than predicted. 

R e g A l d e r 
with ass istance from notes 

prov ided b y M a t t h e w Higgins 



Escape of the aliens 
S l o w l y b u t s u r e l y , a l i e n s a r e 
invading our wonderful Brindabella 
Ranges . They ' re no t n e w c o m e r s — 
s o m e have been there for 70 years 
or m o r e , and t h e y a re b e c o m i n g 
naturalised; that is, their seedl ings 
are establishing of their o w n accord. 
T h e s e a l iens are the t rees o f the 
a r b o r e t a , p l a n t e d to d e t e r m i n e 
wh ich were the best species o f trees 
to g r o w commercia l ly in the ACT. 

I n t h e l a t e 1 9 2 0 s t h e n e e d to 
create plantations o f trees for future 
t i m b e r a n d firewood p r o d u c t i o n 
throughout Austral ia w a s espoused 
a t t h e T h i r d E m p i r e F o r e s t r y 
Conference. The A C T had j u s t over 
1000 acres o f p lanta t ions at tha t 
t ime. Seventy-five per cen t (96 000 
acres) o f the Cotter ca tchment area 
w a s covered in eucalypt forest. Five 
t h o u s a n d acres o f the r e m a i n i n g 
25 p e r c e n t h a d b e e n p a r t i a l l y 
c leared . T h e r ema inde r w a s bare 
rock . Jus t over a th i rd o f 96 000 
forested acres was considered by the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h H o m e a n d Ter
ritories Depar tment to b e suitable 
for convers ion to conifer plantat ion. 
T h e remainder w a s ei ther t oo poor 
or too inaccessible for convers ion. 

W h i c h tree species w o u l d b e m o s t 
s u i t a b l e ? T h e a r b o r e t a w e r e to 
provide the answer. A n arboretum 
is s imply a plot o f land planted wi th 
a var ie ty o f trees or shrubs for s tudy 
or in te res t . B y loca t ing a rbo re t a 
o v e r a w i d e r a n g e o f so i l t y p e s , 
a l t i t u d e s a n d a s p e c t s , t h e m o s t 
s u i t a b l e s p e c i e s s o o n b e c o m e 
apparent . Be tween 1928 and 1966, 
35 arboreta were planted in the A C T 
i n c l u d i n g t w o at Je rv i s Bay. T h e 
earliest plantings were most ly in the 
ranges . Closer to Canberra , Wes t -
bourne W o o d s was planted in 1947 
and S t r o m l o in 1954 . T h e Cot te r 
Homes t ead arboretum, familiar to 
m a n y bushwalkers , appears to have 
been planted in about 1940. O n e o f 
the las t to b e es tab l i shed w a s at 
Boboyan in 1966. Mos t o f the plots 
within an arboretum were 20 metres 
b y 20 metres . These w e r e planted 

w i th 6 0 t rees at a spac ing o f 2 .4 
metres by 2.4 metres . 

A w i d e r a n g e o f s p e c i e s w e r e 
se lec ted for p lant ing. T h e s e w e r e 
k n o w n to g r o w in s imilar cl imatic 
condi t ions to those exper ienced in 
the areas to be put under plantation. 
T h e seeds c a m e f rom c o m p a r a b l e 
r e g i o n s i n s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s 
i n c l u d i n g N e w Z e a l a n d , J a p a n , 
Germany, Canada, M e x i c o and the 
U S A as we l l as f rom o the r Aus t 
ral ian plantat ion forests. O n e hun
dred and forty-four species, varieties 
and hybr ids o f sof twoods (conifers) 
and 38 species, varieties and hybrids 
o f h a r d w o o d s w e r e se l ec ted . T h e 
majori ty o f the ha rdwoods were no t 
successful . A t all bu t the h ighes t 
a l t i tudes , i t soon b e c a m e ev iden t 
that radiata pine was far super ior 
to any other conifer species . 

W i t h t h e p a s s a g e o f t i m e , t h e 
values o f the arboreta have changed. 
N o w the va lues are cu l tura l and 
educational rather than scientific. A 
g o o d e x a m p l e i s B lunde l l ' s F a r m 
arboretum, established from 1929 to 
1959. It is wel l wor th a visit and can 
b e eas i ly reached f rom Blundel l ' s 
Flat Road off Brindabella Road . T h e 
150 plots on 6 hectares conta in over 
80 species, variet ies and hybr ids o f 
con i f e r s . T h i s a r b o r e t u m is sur
r o u n d e d b y p ine p l an t a t i on . T h e 
Bendora arboretum is a lso w o r t h a 
visi t . It is a pleasant four-kilometre 
re turn w a l k a long a fire trail from a 
gate on the M o u n t Frankl in road. 
T h e 36 conifer species at Bendora 
i n c l u d e the f a sc ina t ing ' b i g - c o n e 
p ine ' and the attractive red spruce . 
T h i s a r b o r e t u m is n o w w i t h i n 
N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d i s 
s u r r o u n d e d b y e u c a l y p t f o r e s t . 
T h e s e , and m a n y o ther a rbore ta , 
can readily be located on the Central 
M a p p i n g Author i ty 1:25 000 scale 
topographic maps , Tidbinbilla and 
Cotter Dam. U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e 
arboreta are not wel l main ta ined . 
M a n y o f the labels identifying the 
spec ies and p lo ts n e e d rep lac ing . 
S o m e trails h a v e been o v e r g r o w n 

and the plantings need weed ing and 
thinning. 

However , I h a v e digressed from 
t h e p r o b l e m o f the n a t u r a l i s i n g 
aliens. Like the radiata pines o f the 
plantat ions, conifers o f the arboreta 
are invading our nat ive forests. T h e 
seeds o f m a n y species are able to 
ge rmina t e and g r o w benea th the 
eucalypt forest canopy. These plants 
are called wi ldl ings . M a n y species 
in the arboreta o f the Brindabel las 
are already producing wildl ings and 
m a n y m o r e m a y produce wildl ings 
as they reach matur i ty and produce 
seed. In a s tudy o f the arboreta in 
1 9 9 1 , l o d g e p o l e or con tor ta p ine , 
Pinus contorta, was identified as one 
o f the wors t culprits. Other culprits 
include P. radiata, P. mugo, P. nigra, 
P. pinaster, P. flexilis, P. strobus, 
P. torreyana, P. jeffrei and 
P. ponderosa a s w e l l a s Larix 
eurolepsis and Juniperus spec ies . 
T h e p r o b l e m o f w i ld l i ng p ines is 
w i d e s p r e a d i n o t h e r p a r t s o f 
Australia. Pinus radiata has become 
natura l ised in large areas o f Tas
mania , central Victor ia and South 
A u s t r a l i a , a n d P. nigra a n d 
P. pinaster r e a d i l y b e c o m e 
na tu ra l i sed in nor th-eas te rn and 
southern Victoria. 

It m a y take a long t ime for large 
areas o f nat ive forest to b e invaded 
b y p i n e s . S e e d s a re n o t u s u a l l y 
dispersed very far from the paren t 
plant and i t can take m a n y years for 
the seedl ings to b e c o m e adult t rees. 
For this reason, wi ldl ing g rowth is 
l ikely to cont inue unchecked. H o w 
e v e r , t h e d a n g e r s n e e d t o b e 
recognised and action taken n o w to 
e l imina te the po ten t ia l for l a rge -
s c a l e i n v a s i o n . A s f i res d e s t r o y 
plantat ions, every effort is m a d e to 
protect t h e m and the sur rounding 
na t ive forests from fire. However , 
protect ing forests from fire in the 
vicini ty o f arboreta and plantat ions 
prevents the destruction o f seedl ing 
wi ld l ings , a l lowing them to reach 

continued on page 12 
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Ten new NSW national parks but no 
victory celebration 
On 1 December 1994, the Fahey government declared more than 70 000 
hectares o f n e w nat ional park. Whi l e the declarat ion o f the Gardens o f 
Stone Nat ional Pa rk can only be descr ibed as a posit ive step, m a n y o f 
the other parks received only lukewarm reception from the conservation 
m o v e m e n t , w i th Popran and N a n g a r nat ional parks be ing no tab le 
except ions . 

T h e n e w parks s imply l ink exist ing nat ional pa rks wi th thin str ips 
of s teep lands and unproduct ive forest types that the t imber indust ry 
does not want . Dur ing the Legislat ive Counci l debate on this subject, 
oppos i t i on m e m b e r , the H o n o u r a b l e J a n B u r n s w o o d s , s a id , ' t he 
opposi t ion does no t bel ieve that the pathetic bi ts and pieces o f state 
forests offered by the gove rnmen t wil l do anything to conserve the 
precious south-east forests. ' 

Whi l e D i a m o n d Creek w a s added to the Deua Nat ional Park, logging 
will cont inue in 9500 hectares o f Deua wi lderness . State forests in 
severa l o the r ident i f ied w i lde rnes s a reas wi l l a l so con t inue to be 
destroyed. Smal l coastal areas have also been m a d e nat ional parks , 
but the area is far less than that p roposed by the Nat iona l Parks 
Associa t ion. 

M r Jeff Angel , co-director o f the Total Envi ronment Centre, described 
the d e c i s i o n to d e c l a r e t h e s o u t h - e a s t fo re s t n a t i o n a l p a r k s as 
sentencing s o m e o f the bes t old g rowth forests in Austra l ia to death by 
woodch ipp ing . 

The Colong Bulletin, the Colong Foundation for Wilderness, January 1995 

Wollemi's Jurassic 
wonder 
A new genus o f conifer which grows 
a s h i g h as 3 5 m e t r e s h a s b e e n 
discovered by a National Parks and 
Wildlife Service field officer in Wollemi 
N a t i o n a l P a r k , w i t h i n 2 0 0 k m o f 
Sydney. Less than 40 trees were found 
in an isolated fire-free grove. 

The newly discovered species is in 
the Araucar iaceae family. A l though 
r e l a t ed to o t h e r n a t i v e ' p ines ' o f 
A u s t r a l a s i a s u c h as t h e B u n y a , 
H o o p and Norfolk Is land pines, its 
closest relat ives appear to b e fossil 
p ines k n o w n from the Jurassic and 
Cre taceous Per iods . 

T h e d i scovery w a s descr ibed by 
the Royal Botanic Gardens as 'one 
of the outs tanding botanic finds o f 
this century on a wor ld basis ' . 

T h e Wol lemi p ine d iscovery hints 
at the biological r iches w e are likely 
t o l o s e t h r o u g h g o v e r n m e n t -
s a n c t i o n e d l o g g i n g o p e r a t i o n s — 
m a n y o f wh ich are carried out wi th 
n o p r i o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l i m p a c t 
assessment . It a lso emphas ises the 
fol ly o f ind i sc r imina te ly app ly ing 
ar t i f ic ia l f ire r e g i m e s to na tu ra l 
bushland. 

Environment NSW, Newsle t te r o f 
the Nature Conserva t ion Counci l , 
S u m m e r 1995 

Fishing for answers 
'No-fishing' reserves are genera l ly 
recognised to b e pil lars o f mar ine 
c o n s e r v a t i o n e f fo r t s , b u t n o w it 
s eems they m a y sus ta in surroun
d ing fisheries as wel l . 

F i shery scient is ts are exp lo r ing 
t h e i d e a t h a t ' n o - t a k e ' r e s e r v e s 
benefit fisheries by providing areas 
for r ec ru i tmen t o f surp lus adul ts 
and juveni le larvae. However , they 
agree tha t m o r e research on the 
topic is needed. C S I R O and Queens
l a n d ' s D e p a r t m e n t o f P r i m a r y 
Industries are currently looking at 
the effect closures in the northern 
sect ion o f the Great Barr ier R e e f 
have on ocean-dwel l ing plant and 
animal communi t i es in the area. 

Ecos, C S I R O , S u m m e r 1994/95 

Indonesian government 
sued over forests 
E m y H a f i l d , c o o r d i n a t o r o f t h e 
I n d o n e s i a n F o r u m f o r t h e 
Envi ronment , has w o n unexpected 
c o u r t a p p r o v a l t o sue P r e s i d e n t 
Suharto for divert ing $A251 mill ion 
intended for rainforest preservation 
to a state-run aircraft maker. 

M s Hafild says intensive logging 
h a s d r a m a t i c a l l y r e d u c e d t h e 
h u m i d i t y o f t r o p i c a l f o r e s t s in 
K a l i m a n t a n , l e a v i n g t h e m v u l 
nerable to fires. 

I ndones i a , h o m e to the wor ld ' s 
l a r g e s t t r o p i c a l r a in fo re s t af ter 
Brazil, recently lost enormous areas 
o f forest in the w o r s t fires s ince 
1982, when forests the size o f the 
Nether lands were destroyed. 

Canopy, Office o f Democra t Senator 
for South Austral ia , John Coulter, 
December 1994 

Water makes the walk 
easier 
H o w m a n y of us have returned from 
a w a l k f e e l i n g r a t h e r w e a r y , 
perhaps hav ing deve loped a head
a c h e a n d s u f f e r i n g w i t h s o r e 
musc les and c r amps for a day or 
t w o afterwards. 

W e l l , h e r e i s a v e r y s i m p l e 
s o l u t i o n t o a n o t s o p l e a s a n t 
p r o b l e m . T h e a n s w e r i s water 
consumption. 

W e all k n o w w e s h o u l d d r i n k 
plenty o f water whi le walking, but 
the trick is how much w e drink the 
day before the walk and how much 
w e drink the day after. W h a t w e 
d r i n k w h i l e a c t u a l l y w a l k i n g 
should be considered as a top-up. 

It has been suggested that anyone 
g o i n g on a 15km or longer wa lk 
should drink two litres of water (not 
i n c l u d i n g c u p s o f t e a ) t h e d a y 
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before. Top u p wi th 1.5 to two li tres 
during the wa lk and follow u p on the 
next day wi th above normal wa te r 
in take . O f course , w h a t c o m e s in 
u s u a l l y h a s t o g o o u t , a n d n o t 
everyone is comfortable w i th bush 
toileting. Bu t to restrict fluid intake 
whi le wa lk ing jus t because there is 
n o powde r r o o m along the track is 
do ing your b o d y great ha rm. So try 
this dr ink ing p l an j u s t once—the 
difference wil l amaze you . 

NPA News, N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Q u e e n s l a n d , 
D e c e m b e r 1994. 

Eductor dredging ban 
upheld 
T h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
announced that i t wi l l accep t the 
f i n d i n g s o f t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
Inquiry b y the Envi ronmenta l and 
N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s C o m m i t t e e 
r e l e a s e d l a s t M a y t h a t e d u c t o r 
d r e d g i n g s h o u l d c o n t i n u e to b e 
banned in Victoria. 

The Commit tee report cited effects 
o f eductor d redging on s t ream bed 
stability, wa te r turbidity, in-stream 
v e g e t a t i o n , i n v e r t e b r a t e s , f i s h , ' 
m o b i l i s a t i o n o f m e r c u r y , s o c i a l 
impac ts on other s t ream users and 
t h e a b i l i t y o f r e g u l a t i o n t o 
amel iorate or e l iminate the above 
effects. 

T h e r epo r t a l so c o n c l u d e d tha t 
past regulat ion has been ineffective 
and that the costs o f regulat ion are 
subs tan t ia l . W e congra tu l a t e the 
g o v e r n m e n t for i ts s t and on th is 
issue. 

Victorian National Parks Assoc
iation Newsletter, D e c e m b e r 1994 

Councils support nature 
conservation 
T h e suppor t o f na ture conservat ion 
b y severa l loca l counc i l s i s to b e 
welcomed. T h e Blue Mounta ins City 
Council has worked enthusiastically 
to achieve the Colong Foundation 's 

W o r l d H e r i t a g e l i s t ing p r o p o s a l . 
K iama Counci l , w h i c h controls one 
o f t h e s t a t e ' s m o s t b e a u t i f u l 
landscapes, has published Quoll, the 
f i r s t e d i t i o n o f i t s e n v i r o n m e n t 
n e w s l e t t e r . I t s f i r s t g o a l i s ' t o 
m a i n t a i n t h e c o u n c i l a r e a ' s 
biodiversity". 

The Por t S tephens Shire Counci l 
h a s a l s o b e e n w o r k i n g h a r d , 
re leasing a draft m a n a g e m e n t plan 
a imed at protect ing koalas outside 
the state's pa rks and reserves . T h e 
N P W S is a l so d e v e l o p i n g s imi l a r 
p lans wi th other counci ls . 

The Colong Bulletin, t h e C o l o n g 
F o u n d a t i o n f o r W i l d e r n e s s , 
N o v e m b e r 1994 

Cleaning up means jobs 
T h e H o u s e o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
Env i ronment , Recreat ion and Ar t s 
Commi t t ee has found that at least 
2 0 0 0 0 j o b s c a n b e c r e a t e d i n 
Aus t r a l i a in the pol lu t ion control 
industry a lone. 

A s m a n y as 1 5 0 0 0 0 j o b s and 
$8 bill ion wor th o f business could be 
generated if Austral ia captures even 
2 pe r cen t o f the w o r l d po l lu t ion 
control marke t by the year 2000. 

Developing a fuel ethanol industry 
t o p r o v i d e 10 p e r c e n t o f r o a d 
t ranspor t fuel needs w o u l d create 
m o r e t h a n 10 0 0 0 j o b s , t h e 
commit tee said. 

I t r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t T r e a s u r y 
l o o k at in t roducing an energy tax to 
r e p l a c e p a y r o l l a n d o t h e r t a x e s 
w h i c h a r e a d i s i n c e n t i v e t o 
employmen t . 

Canopy, Office o f Democra t Senator 
for South Austra l ia , John Coulter, 
D e c e m b e r 1994 

Mining threatens 
Victorian species 
T h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
dec ided to a l l ow marb le min ing in 
a un ique and na t iona l ly significant 
p lan t c o m m u n i t y at M a r b l e Gul ly 
in Eas t Gipps land . 

T h e V i c t o r i a n M i n i s t e r f o r 
N a t u r a l R e s o u r c e s a n d t h e 
D e p a r t m e n t o f C N R p l a n n e d in 
N o v e m b e r to issue a permit to al low 
mining wi thin the critical habitat o f 
a un ique Silurian l imestone Poma-
derris sh rub land vege ta t ion c o m 
munity. Th i s wi l l a l low the taking 
o f protected flora and fauna and wil l 
set an ext raordinary precedent for 
' taking' other endangered species . 
T h e d e c i s i o n f l ies in t h e f a c e o f 
scientific v iews that to disturb the 
vegetat ion communi ty will threaten 
the exis tence and survival o f this 
truly un ique p lant community . 

Victorian National Parks 
Association Newsletter , N o v e m b e r 
1994 

Environment conference 
A ' N S W E l e c t i o n E n v i r o n m e n t 
Conference' wil l be held on Saturday 
11 M a r c h f o r m e m b e r s o f N S W 
conservat ion groups , following the 
s u c c e s s o f l a s t A u g u s t ' s ' N S W — 
Envi ronment in Crisis ' conference. 

Severa l hundred conservationists 
a r e e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d a n d 
s p o k e s p e r s o n s from k e y pol i t ica l 
forces contest ing the 25 March state 
e lec t ion wi l l b e inv i ted to speak . 
Those at tending will get an analysis 
o f the resul ts o f the Na tu re Con
s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l ' s e n v i r o n m e n t 
ques t ionna i r e , w h i c h asks cand i 
da tes for the e lec t ion about thei r 
env i ronmen ta l v i e w s . W h e r e pos 
sible, conference at tendees will also 
b e provided wi th information about 
p a r t i e s ' a n d c a n d i d a t e s ' v o t i n g 
records . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e w i l l b e t h e 
culminat ion o f a l eng thy and syste
mat ic p rocess o f engagement by the 
N S W envi ronment m o v e m e n t in the 
s ta te e lec t ion . Las t t i m e a confe
r e n c e l i k e t h i s w a s h e l d , 2 5 0 
envi ronmenta l i s t s at tended, gene
ra t ing over 100 unan imous pol icy 
goals for the N S W election. 

Environment NSW, t h e N a t u r e 
C o n s e r v a t i o n C o u n c i l , S u m m e r 
1995 



NSW Joint Old Growth Forests Project 
I think it is fair to say that in the 
f requent deba tes that have been 
held over the last 10 to 15 years , 
l ogge r s , fores ters , sc ien t i s t s and 
conservationists have found little, if 
any, c o m m o n ground when it comes 
to defining an 'old g rowth ' forest. 
And whi le the arguments have gone 
back and forth, I think it is also fair 
to say that we, as interested commu
nity members , have seen large areas 
logged that we, wi thout too much 
expert ise, would readily define as 
eco logica l ly mature nat ive forest. 
Intuitively, I'm sure, we felt that it 
should be poss ib le to ar r ive at a 
definition that was scientifically and 
ecological ly correct and thus would 
be acceptable to all interests. 

S o m e t i m e about A u g u s t 1994 I 
read a repor t conce rn ing the for
mation o f a commit tee that would 
have as its principal focus the task 
o f def in ing an old g r o w t h forest . 
W h a t c a u g h t m y e y e w a s t h e 
composition, of this commit tee and I 
thought that it would probably have 
more c h a n c e o f reach ing a satis
factory ou tcome than many of its 
predecessors . 

T h e J o i n t O l d G r o w t h F o r e s t 
Project has been initiated to develop 
a methodology to identify clearly old 
growth forests. It is a joint initiative 
o f the N S W Nat iona l Parks and 
Wildlife Service and State Forests 
of N e w South Wales . T h e project 
manager is Mr Rob Preston who has 
had extensive experience in forest 
inventory mapping. His previous j o b 
was with the Queens land Depart
ment o f Primary Industries. It is the 
j o in t approach that a t t racted m y 
attention and, together with the fact 
t h a t c o m m u n i t y i n p u t w i l l b e 
e n c o u r a g e d and r e c o g n i s e d , I 'm 
hopeful that the project commit tee 
wi l l p r o d u c e a def in i t ion tha t is 
acceptable to the professionals and 
to the general community. 

T h e C o m m o n w e a l t h G o v e r n 
ment 's 1992 National Forest Policy 
s ta tement gave the following con
ceptual definition: 

' A fores t t ha t is e c o l o g i c a l l y 
mature and has been subject to 
negligible ( m y e m p h a s i s ) 
unnatural dis turbance such as 
logging, roading and clearing. 
The definition focuses on forest 
in which the upper stratum or 
overstorey is in the late mature 
to over-mature growth phases. ' 

This definition is a far cry from 
a common ly held view in certain 
interest groups that once a forest 
h a s b e e n s u b j e c t e d to a n y 
dis turbance, whether human or 
natural, it is no longer eligible for 
cons idera t ion as an old g rowth 
forest irrespective of the extent o f 
the recovery. I feel that the jo in t 
commit tee has gone a step further 
than the Commonweal th ' s stand 
by a d o p t i n g as its p r o v i s i o n a l 
definition: 

' A f o r e s t w h i c h c o n t a i n s 
significant amounts of its oldest 
growth stage (my emphas is ) in 
the u p p e r s t r a t u m — u s u a l l y 
senesc-ing trees—and has been 
subject to any disturbance, the 
e f f e c t o f w h i c h is n o w 
negligible. ' 

The definition's suitability will 
be evaluated during the course of 
the project. 

T h e c o m m i t t e e w i l l h a v e 
representatives from a wide range 
o f i n t e r e s t g r o u p s i n c l u d i n g 
government , scientists, environ
mental and conservation groups , 
t i m b e r indus t ry , loca l g o v e r n 
ment , p r imary product ion , and 
the A b o r i g i n a l c o m m u n i t y . In 
o the r w o r d s , the c o m m i t t e e is 
seek ing to gain and evaluate a 
r a n g e o f d i v e r g e n t v i e w s . 
Significantly for us, though, the 
commit tee 's Interim Communi ty 
Consultat ion Strategy states: 

' C o m m u n i t y consul ta t ion on 
the Joint Old Growth Project is 
recognised as an integral com
p o n e n t o f t h e p r o c e s s for 
deve lop-ment and finalisation 

of a methodology for identification 
of old growth forest. ' 

So it seems to me that the commit tee 
is ac t ive ly s eek ing our k n o w l e d g e , 
views and advice. I am sure that there 
are many NPA members w h o would 
be wil l ing to take advantage of this 
opportunity. If you are one o f these I 
urge you to forward your thoughts to: 

The Manager 
Joint Old Growth Forests Project 
P O Box 642 
Grafton N S W 2460 

L e n H a s k e w 

Aliens continued from page 9 

cone-bearing age and to produce 
more wildlings. Many pines, like 
eucalypts , depend largely on fire 
for regenerat ion. After fire has 
killed or damaged the adult pine, 
masses of seed are released from 
the cones jus t as masses of seed 
are r e l e a s e d f r o m the w o o d y 
fruits o f eucalypts. In the burnt 
eucalypt forest the pine seedlings 
would be compet ing directly with 
eucalypt seedlings for light and 
s p a c e . O n c e es tab l i shed , p ine 
trees can modify the forest to give 
them the competi t ive edge over 
the eucalypts. For example, their 
a c i d i c l i t t e r a l t e r s t h e s o i l , 
deplet ing the profile of the plant 
nutrients, iron and aluminium. 

It is unacceptable to have such 
invasive and potentially invasive 
s p e c i e s w i th in and a d j o i n i n g 
n a t i o n a l p a r k s . T h e r e is an 
u r g e n t n e e d to c o n t r o l the 
wildl ings from the arboreta and 
plantat ions. There is a need for 
action now, while the problem is 
sti l l m a n a g e a b l e . It's t i m e to 
catch the escapees and prevent 
further escapes. 

S a n d y B e r r y 



Outings program 
vu2pr&e\l. 3 ~ ~ 6  

Outings guide 
Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack w a l k s  two or  more days, carry all food and camping 

requirements .  CONTACT LEADER BY 
WEDNESDAY. 

Car camps facilities often limited or  non-edstent. 
vehicles t a k e n  t o  s i t e  c a n  b e  used for 
camping. BOOK EARLY WITH LEADER. 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and 
field guide studies and ski tours. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per d a y )  
1 - u p t a 1 o k m  
2 - 10 km to 15 km 
3 - 1 5 k m t o 2 0 k m  
4 -above 20 km 
Terrain grading 
A - Road, firetrail, track 
B - Open forest 
C - Light scrub 
D - Patches of thick s n u b ,  regrowth 
E -Rock scrambling 
F - Exploratory. 

The walks program contains additional information. 
If necessary, contact the  leader. 

Third Wednesday of every month 
Phone Phyl Gnddard on 254 8279(h) or NPA office on 282 5813 for 
details. 

5 Mareh Sundav Wander UA 
National Bot& Gardens 
Leader: Doreen Wilson Phone: 288 5216(h) 
Mcot at thc Visitor Informatioo Centre at 9.30 am lbwthe 'back fence' 
of the Gardens and have morning tea near the bark hut. We shall 
pause born time to time to observe the birdlife. 

11-12 Mareh Wekend Pack Walk !uAIB 
Quilty Mountain Circuit, 
Morton National Park ReE Endrick 1:25000 
Leader: Mike Smith Phone 286 2984(h) 248 3624(w) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A walk from the Nerriga 
entrance ta the Budawanas National Park to Styles Creek to set up 
camp about lunchtime. Afternoon side trio into kidden Vallev. Sun- 
day,rircuit amund ~ u i l t y  Mountain throughtheVines with side trips 
to the Aboriginal Bora Ground and Quilty'a Pass. 250km dnvc $50 
per car. 

16 March Wednesday Walk 
Phone Phyl Goddard on 254 8279(h) or NPA office on 282 5813 for 
details. 

18 Mareh Saturday Walk 21A 
Murmmbidgee Corridor, Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Canberra Nature Park 
Leader: Phil Bubb Phone: 248 6769(b) 276 6028(w) 
Meet atKambah Pwl top carparkat 9.00 am. Walkalongthetrackabove 
the Murmmbidgee River to CmuarinaSands. Short car shuttle. 

20 March Canberra Dav 
Lawns opposite the old Parliament House 
ACTAliue Exhibition 
Coordinator: Doreen Wilson Phone: 288 5216(h) 
We are askine members to helo the NPA bv calline in to our tent and - -- 

spending up to a couple of hours answering questions about the As- 
sociation and it. aims, and about the display. You will have an oppor- 
tunity to see the other interesting stalls-atthis popular exhibitibn. 

25-26 March Weekend Pack Walk WAlC 
Mount Kelly. Ref: Rendezvous Creek. 
Namadgi ~ a t i o n a l  Park Yaouk 1:25000 
Leaden Frank Clemcnrs Phone: 231 7006(h) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. Pack walk to Mt Kellv 
through Gudgenby Saddle and along Naas and Sams Creeks. ~ o s t &  
by fire wail, but someofftrack walking. Cookingstovesare preferred, 
but not essential. lOOkm $20 per car. 

1-2April Work Party 
Namadgi National Park Ref: ACT MOO000 
Leader: Len Haskew Phone: 281 4268 (h) 
Meet at 8.30 am ot Knmbah Village shops. Plensc conlirrn attendance 
with the leader beforehand for planning purposes. The work is likely - -  - 

to be track construction. 120 km $24 per car. 

8April Saturday Walk 
Brandy Flat Hut 
Leader: Mick Kellv 

1A 
Ref: ACT k100000 

Phone 241 2330 
Meet at 9.00 am at - h b a h  Village shops. A return walk of 10 km 
from Glendale Crossing ta Brandy Flat Hut for lunch. 90 km $18 per 
car. 

9 April Sunday Walk 
Pierce's Creek Falls 

2AD 
Ref: ACT 1:100000 

Leader: Mike Smith Phone 286 2984 (b) 248 3624 (w) 
Meet at 8.30 am at Kambah V~llage shops. From the locked gate at 
start ofthe Pipeline Road to Bendora Dam, follow the firctrail to the 
top ofthc Hardy Range. Follow the range south-west and drop down 
to falls on Pierce's Creek. Return along creekand forest tracks. Steep 
300m climb and 375 m descent and some thick scrub. 90 km $18 per 
car. 

14-16April Easter Pack Walk 1AB 
Mt Talaterane ReE CMW Budawanes " 
Leader: Steve Forst Phone: 279 1326 (w) 251 6817 61) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. M e r  a loncdrive, an easy 
oack walk of 2.5-hours over flat terrain to a camn e h  at the too of 
~ ~ a n g a  Falls (no sleepwalkers please!). Asolid d& walk to the roi of 
Mt Talaterang through some scrub. 500 km $100 per c a r  

14-17April Pack Walk 3-4DF 
Mt Ginini to Mt Kelly Ridge Ref: Corin Dam, 

Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Phil Bubb Phone: 248 6769 (h) 275 8028 (w) 
Exploratory pack walk for a small party of experienced and fit walk- 
ers, with one or two long days, following the ridgeline: Gingera. 
Bimberi, Murray, Scabby, Kelly, maybe Namadgi, Boboyan Pines. 
Long car shuttle. 

22 A ~ r i l  Saturday H e r i t a ~ e  Walk 2AB 
with ~ ~ ~ - ' U n f &  Bushfold v Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Leadcr: Mathew Higgins Phone 247 7285 
A ioint walk with Kosciwko Hum Assoriation. Phone leader for detnils 
add to book for the walk bemuse numbers are limited. A bushwalk for 
people with walking cxpxicnce. Vdt Bushfold near Mt Tennent, newly 
pan of Namadci National Park. Wo 1950s hum and wrnc hut ruios dab 
kg back to thei880s. Impressiveviewsand possible side trip to Blue Gum 
Creek 60 km $12 per ear. 

file:///falk


23 April  S u n d a y  H e r i t a g e  Dr ive  1A 
Blue R a n g e  Area Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Lender:  Doreen  Wilson Phone :  288 5215 (h l  
\ lwt  a t  tlir corner ofEurumlwnr imrl Cotter Roads a t  H SO ;am Easy 
walk i n  the Blur Rang? to tlw site of Sh rnvow Homestead. Awn of 
i m w  l ~ . t , ~ r > ~  iicnificnnre and nulumr roluur. Walk mainly on  lire 
t r . ~ d s  'ir,knl $i p r r  oar 

22-25 April  P a e k w a l k  w i t h  FBI 3DEF 
Shoa lhaven  Region of Mor ton  NP Ref: Moss  Vale 

1:100000 
Leaders :  P a t  a n d  E r i c   P i c k e r i n g Phone :  286 2128 (h l  
1'ont;w Imdrrs before Aprd 17 for d ~ t m l e  of t h ~  joint walk with the 
Fnmllv Bu~hmalkem. Four days erpluring some of the rldges, crerks 
:md gkllllr.; i n  lhw interestmg nnd rptnote area. Rack sernmbling, pos- 
ilbly swmminji 11 \ r u m ,  and m n ~ l i i i r e n t  views 375 km $75 per car 

2L30Apr i l  
Her i tage  Week 
The tlwnit this year i s  is H r r i l a g ~  rn y l u r  h m d s  The uerk is an ap- 
portumtv h r  community groups, srhauk and businesses to focus on 
wh,rl mnkrn tlw ACT n sperinl place to live i f  you u,ould like to be 
mvolv~d, rmg the Heritage Wppk Hotllne on 2S2 5213. 

25  April  Anzac  Day Walk w i t h  CBC 2AB 
J u m b u k  F l a t  a n d  E m u  F ln t  Ref: Cor in  D a m  1:100000 
L e a d e r  M u r r a y  Dow Phone :  257 4371 
Contact leader for details  of t h ~  joint uaalk with the Canberra 
B u s h ~ s l k r r s .  Arook's tour ofsub-a lp inevnl l~ys  in one of m v  favour- 
itr walking arras near Canberra Star t s  a t  Smokers trail See two 
hruml,? yards near Julnhuk Flat and boil billy at E m u  Flat, where 
the dalsws and gentians should be flowering. h l o s t l  offtracks with 
light scrul,. about 10 kms 60 km $12 per c a r  

26  A p r i l  O r a l  H i s t o r y  a n d  S l i d e  E v e n i n g  p r e s e n t e d  b y  
Ma thew Higgins  
T h e  Br indabel las :  a l i t t le  h i s to ry  of  o u r  b ig  r ange '  
J o i n t  Nat ional  TrustJKHANPPARlistorical Socie ty  
Book wi th  Na t iona l  T r u s t  Phone :  281071 
.Selectim O J F I ~ ~ P S  and extracts from oral hi.itory inten.i~u.s, l ook  a t  
snnw of the r n q x  themex in the European history and heritage of 
the Ihr~uttful Bnndabellos. Extends to h~ to ryo fg raz ing ,  watercatch- 
mcnt protertmn. Imrdrr w r w y  hhrumby-running skiingand forestry. 
Vmur N;ationnl Trust roams.  6 Geils Court Deakin a t  i 30 pm. $5 
entry m r l u d ~ s  ~ u p p e r .  with ~ ~ T O C P P ~ S  to organisations listed above 
imay  be r r p r n t d  next night ~f sumrlent intprpstl 

29 April  S a t u r d a y  j o in t  w a l k  w i t h  KHA 1A 
F o u r  forestry s i t e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Br indabe l l a s  
Lender:  Ma thew Higgins  P h o n e  247 7285 
h i k i n g s  and detillls from the l ~ n d ~ r  [numbers I~miledl  A lelsurel> 
rlrl\.e ;md Ihshw.~lk v>sitlng a 1932 nrhorrtum. the r u n s  " f a  1434 
sawm>ll. tho site of the ACT'S hlghest former farrstry settlement. 
2nd thr  rrm.aln9 r>fwh;tt w a s  theACT.9 mnsl unusual firetower Lots 
of histny. hh~ut i fu l  trees and romp w r y  good views Ahout 5 kms of 
anlklnc and driving hrtwren sltes. 120 km $24 per car 

1 Mny Ou t ings  Meet ing  
27 Gee r i l ang  Gardens ,  Reid  
Phi l  Buhh  P h o o e  248 6769 (h )  275 8028 (w l  
Contact Phil to attend a 6.30 Dm picnic tea [inside or outside deoend- . . 
ing on the weather), to discuss possible ivalk3, to thank walk lenders 
or  just to chat about walking. Food and beverages supplied unless 
numbrrs are lsrjir tin which case partielpants mlght bringa platel A 

6 May S a t u r d a y  w a l k  3A 
Mt C lea r  area ACT 1:100000 or Nsmadg i  1:100000 
Leader:  Man L a w r e n c e  Phone:  272 2032 
hlwt a t  4 am at Knmbnh Vlllnae shops From hlt Clear eam~araund .  

lire tralls. 130 km $2fi per ear 

6 7  May C a n o e  T r i p  ( w i t h  CBCI 
Tallowa Dam Knnga roo  Valley 
Contac t :  Kevin Frawley  P h o n e  282 2973, 

299 3995 or 271 2883 (wl 
ERSV flatwater canoe trip from Tallawa Dam in Kangaroo Valley. 
Paddle up the Shoalhaven arm of the lake towards Fossirkers Flat 
where the Shoalhaven enters the lake. Options include swimming. 
lazing on lovely benches and some short walks. Local canoe hire avail. 
able. 400 km $100 per car. 

13-14 May Wrk P a r t y  
Namadgi  Not ional  P a r k  
Leader :  Len  Haskew Phone:  281 4268 (h l  
Meet a t  4 30 am a t  Knrnhah Village shops. Please confirnm attend- 
ance wlth the leader beforehand far planning purposes. The work is 
likely to he track eanstrurtion 120 km $24 per ear. 

20 Mav S a t u r d a y  Walk ( w i t h  CBCI 1 C  
Or ro ra l  Tor  Ref: Rendezvous  C r e e k  1:25000 
Leader:  M u r r a y  Dow Phone:  257 4371 
Bank with the lender thisjoint walk with the Canberra Bushwalking 
Club. Orrorill Tor is the rock-climbers' name for the oulcrop a t  CR 
786.548, east of Orroral gate, across the river Startmg a t  the gate 
and finishing a t  N u r s ~ r y  Swamp car park. exploring the %r's spee- 
tnrulnr c a w s ,  tunnels and platforms, some covered with rock climb- 
rr.;'holts. Generally easy, bul some light scrub, scratchy rock and a 
240 m climb 80 km $16 per car 

21 May S u n d a y  Walk 3ABC 
C o t t e r  Rocks  Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Lender:  Mick Kelly Phone :  241 2330 
h lwt  a t  R 00 am at  K ~ m b a h  Village shops. A return walk 0120 km 
frnm Orroral Valley. mostly along a lire trail and tracks, w t h  some 
acruh on the final climl) to thr  summlt. 100 km $20 per ear. 

28 May S u n d a y  Morn ing  Walk 1A 
Mulligsn's  Flat. Gungah l in  Ref: C a n b e r r a  UBD 
Leader :  Beverley H a m m o n d  Phone:  288 6577 t h )  
hlprt s t  9 00 am in the hlulhgan's Flat Nnturp Reserve car park To 

reach it drive through Cungahlin and continue on the gravel section 
~f the Cundaroo Road forjust  aver 2 km. This is one of the  few natu- 
ral lowland areas remalnmg in the ACT, and the NPA was one of 
+wen  conservation groups making a jo in t  submission to the Govern- 
ment for its protection A Nature Reserve has now heen declared 
Come and w e  this special area. Bring a snack for morning tea. 
3 4  J u n e  Weekend  P a c k  Walk 2A-E 
Tar lo  R i v e r  Na t iona l  P a r k  R e E  Tara lga .  C h a t s b u r y  

1:25000 
Leader:  P h i l  B u h h  P h o n e  248  6769 ( h l 2 7 5  8028 ( w  
Contart leader for details. An opportunity to "mil a little known na- 
tional park north of Goulburn. Short wa lk  to campsite, then explore 
river and dry rocky ridges. 300 km $60 per car. 

U-13 J u n e  L o n g  W e k e a d  P a c k  W a l k  2AB 
Quilty's M o u n t a i n  Ref: CMW B u d a w a n g s  
Leader:  S t e v e  F o r s t  P h o n e :  279 1326 ( ~ 1 2 5 1  6817 (h )  
Contact leader by Wednesday for detail o f  two and a half day pack 
walk. Alate lunch a t  Braidwood Pub on Monday. Easy-medium pack 
walk t a n  basecampon the Endriek River VisitStyles Pass, the Bora 
Ground and Round Eilounlnin 340 km $68 per ear. 

18  J u n e  S u n d a y  Walk ( w i t h  CBCI 1 B E  
Booroomba  R o c k s  c i r cu i t  Ref: C o r i n  D a m  1:25000 
Leader:  M u r r a y  D o w  Phone :  257 4371 
Contact leader to book Joint walk with Canberra Bushwalkers Fol- 
low the rock climbers'tracks around Booroornba to the north. around 
the buttress. and seramhle u p  the descent gully, tinishingon the sum- 
mit ofACT's Uluru Interesting plants a n d  great scenery 70 km $14. 

Points to note 
Please  h e l p  k e e p  o u r  ou t ings  p r o g r a m  a l ive  b y  vo lun t ee r ing  
to  lead  out ings .  N e w  l eade r s  a r e  we lcome .  T h e  ou t ings  covenor 
is h a p p y  t o  s u g g e s t  loca t ions  s u i t a b l e  for a w a l k  i f y o u  d o  n o t  
h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  m i n d  y o u r s e l f .  F e e l  f r e e  t o  s e n d  i n  
sugges t ions  for ou t ings  to t h e  a s soc i a t i on ' s  office as soon as 
you t h i n k  of t h e m ,  w i t h  a s u g g e s t e d  date. 

All pe r sons  jo in ing  a n  o u t i n g  of  the Na t iona l  P a r k s  Asso- 
ciat ion of t h e  A C T  do  s o  a s  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  a l l  r e spec t s  a n d  a s  
such  accept  so le  respons ib i l i ty  for a n y  i n ju ry  howsoever  in-  
cu r r ed  a n d  t h e  Na t iona l  P a r k s  Association of  t h e  ACT, i t s  
oflice b e a r e r s  a n d  appo in t ed  l e n d e r s  a r e  absolved f rom a n y  
l iabil i ty i n  r e spec t  of i n ju ry  o r  d a m a g e  suffered  wh i l s t  e n -  
 aged in a n y  s u c h  ou t ing .  

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  s u g g e s t s  a d o n a t i o n  o f T W E N T Y  c e n t s  p e r  
k ~ l o m e t r e  D I V I D E D  BY THE N U M B E R O F O C C U P A N T S  i n  
t h ~  car ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  dr iver .  ( t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  do l l a r )  h e  offered 
to  t h e  d r i v e r  b y  e a c h  pas senge r  a c c e p t i n g  t r a n s p o r t .  Dr ive  
a n d  wa lk  d ~ s t a n c e s  quo ted  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e  
d i s t ances  for r e t u r n  journeys .  



Almost complete—Orroral Homestead 

The plastering, both inside the building and on the chimneys, has been completed. The last job will be to replace 
the doors which are ill-fitting and odd in design. Hopefully this will be done soon so that the old homestead will 

then be completely weatherproof. Photo and caption by Fiona MacDonald Brand 



Over twenty years of writing nature 
study books for children 
I have had 20 books for chi ldren 
published over the last 24 years and 
I h a v e f o u n d t h e p r o c e s s b o t h 
i m m e n s e l y s a t i s f y i n g and 
enormous ly frustrating. 

The frustration comes because I 
am an idealist. I believe that science 
books for chi ldren should be writ
ten with some literary grace. Accu
racy, glossaries and all the rest are 
impor tan t but m o s t impor
tant is s o m e inspirat ion and 
that, unfortunately, does not 
seem to be recognised in edu
cation circles. As well , in the 
r ea l w o r l d o u t t h e r e t h e 
w r i t e r o f c h i l d r e n ' s n o n -
fiction is a nonentity. Books 
supposedly about children's 
books or about au thors for 
children usually discuss chil
dren 's fiction on ly and the 
authors do not even acknowl
edge that they have chosen 
to ignore a large part o f chil
d r en ' s l i t e r a t u r e . It is as 
though the non-fiction part 
did not exist. 

The first books I am going 
to talk about may not seem 
initially the most appropriate 
for an audience interested in 
national parks, but I think a 
c lo se r look wi l l s h o w tha t 
they are. They were writ ten 
for very young children, and 
to es tab l i sh an in teres t in 
nature we need to use what 
easily comes to hand. 

W h e n m y c h i l d r e n w e r e 
smal l , in the la te s ix t ies , it w a s 
difficult to find sui table books with 
good pictures o f animals to illustrate 
things w e talked about so, with m y 
background in biology, I set about 
filling the gap. The only animals the 
ch i ldren cou ld ca t ch and obse rve 
were snails , so m y first book w a s 
about the int roduced garden snail. 

W i t h all t h e i n n o c e n c e o f t h e 
novice, I obtained a list o f publishers 
in A u s t r a l i a a n d I w a s ac tua l ly 

prepared to work all the w a y down 
it, or I t hough t I was , but I was 
f o r t u n a t e in h a v i n g t h e t ex t 
accepted on the second try at the 
second publisher. I n o w k n o w that 
if I had no t s t ruck Ba rba ra Ker 
W i l s o n at A n g u s & R o b e r t s o n I 
would never have got started, and I 
somet imes wonder if that might not 
have been a good thing. 

From Snails . Photo by Ederic Slater 

I e x p e c t e d t h e b o o k to b e 
i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h d r a w i n g s b u t 
Barbara suggested photographs . I 
had doubts because visually you get 
a b l o c k o f p h o t o g r a p h s s i t t i n g 
separa te ly from the b lock o f text. 
Also she sugges ted a photographer 
in the his tory d e p a r t m e n t at the 
univers i ty in Hobar t . He may have 
been a very good photographer but 
I could see all sorts o f problems jus t 
because he did not know the subject 

so I sugges t ed Eder ic Slater, and 
that was the start o f a very good 
partnership. 

W e s u r m o u n t e d the p r o b l e m of 
text and illustration being separate 
blocks by putting in a couple of pages 
of snails photographed on a white 
background which , incidentally, is 
the technique now used by Dorl ing 
Kindersley, British publ ishers who 

h a v e a l m o s t t a k e n o v e r 
c h i l d r e n ' s n o n - f i c t i o n 
publishing. 

Dorling Kindersley books 
are published in Australia 
under a variety of imprints, 
such as the Collins Eyewit
ness Guides , and illustra
tions are always shown on a 
whi te background. The text 
is very brief and most of the 
information is given in cap
tions, so they are books for 
browsing rather than read
ing straight through. They 
are well researched and at
tractive but to cover the ex
p e n s i v e p r o d u c t i o n t h e y 
must be sold worldwide and 
that limits their approach to 
many topics. 

Dorling Kindersley books 
are all d o n e in co lour , o f 
course , but in 1971 w h e n 
Snails w a s p r i n t e d , 
publishers felt they could get 
a w a y w i t h the c h e a p e r 
opt ion o f black and white 
pho tog raphs . I th ink that 
w a s a pi ty because if the 

p u b l i s h e r s h a d b e e n m o r e 
a d v e n t u r o u s the b o o k s p r o b a b l y 
w o u l d h a v e been m a r k e t a b l e for 
much longer. I probably would have 
made more money, but with the extra 
expense the publisher may not have. 

After the react ion to Snails was 
q u i t e f a v o u r a b l e , t h e p u b l i s h e r 
sugges t ed b o o k s on ants and the 
h o n e y b e e . A s t h e r e w e r e b o o k s 
available on these subjects I had not 
given them much priority, but these 



two books sold best out o f the ser ies 
o f five. 

I n o w discovered h o w clever I h a d 
been in choosing the subject o f snails 
first. H a v e y o u ever tried to k e e p an 
an t sti l l t o p h o t o g r a p h i t? T h e s e 
books w e r e p roduced before laser 
and infrared switches were readi ly 
available to photographers and all 
the pictures in these two books were 
taken manually. 

I have often had fun asking groups 
o f schoolch i ld ren h o w they w o u l d 
k e e p a n an t still a n d they usual ly 
suggest squash it, g lue i t down and 
v a r i o u s o t h e r t e c h n i q u e s 
wh ich w o u l d no t g ive clear, ! 
n a t u r a l i m a g e s . T h e \ 
technique w e actually used •* 
w a s t o p u t the ants in the I 
freezer, no t to freeze them ) 
bu t to c o o l the c o n t a i n e r 
wi th the ant inside quickly. 
Then the photograph had to 
b e t a k e n j u s t a s the an t 
w a r m e d u p enough t o l o o k 
na tu ra l bu t be fo re i t r a n 
away. T h e field o f v iew for 
the close-up o f an ant is very 
s m a l l . A l l t h e p ic tu res o f 
ants on whi te backgrounds 
w e r e t a k e n t h i s w a y . W e 
found that bull ants react in 
a m u c h more individual w a y 
than one would expect. 

In wri t ing these books for 
y o u n g children I have given 
e a c h t e x t a r h y t h m t h a t 
matches the subject—slow 
for snails, quick for ants and 
a s low buzzing for bees—so 
the words inform th rough 
t h e i r r h y t h m as w e l l a s 
t h r o u g h the i r m e a n i n g . I 
a l s o b e g a n b y d e s c r i b i n g w h a t 
c h i l d r e n c a n a c t u a l l y s e e ( w i t h 
y o u n g c h i l d r e n w e a re t e a c h i n g 
l a n g u a g e as wel l as sc i ence ) and 
then I w e n t on to add less obv ious 
points about the animal's behaviour 
or s tructure. This mean t I had to 
l o o k closely at each animal to check 
that I w a s describing wha t I cou ld 
ac tua l ly s ee and n o t w h a t I h a d 
learned in m y studies. Whi l e I w a s 
wr i t ing Ants one winter I wou ld sit 
outs ide for lunch in the courtyard 

w i th the children and take m y t ime, 
for wasn ' t I busy work ing , s i t t ing 
there wa tch ing the ants in the s u n ? 

Ants a lso g ives m e a wonder fu l 
menta l picture o f E d Slater d ressed 
i n g u m b o o t s , o v e r a l l s , sca r f— 
everything h e could think o f to k e e p 
t h e m e a t an ts off h i s skin—for w e 
d u g into a mea t ant mound to get 
p i c t u r e s o f t h e ants , l a r v a e and 
pupae in the var ious chambers , and 
you k n o w h o w aggressive mea t ants 
are. T h e protect ion worked wel l bu t 
no t perfectly. B y the t ime E d had 
been c rouch ing in the ho le for l o n g 

From A n t s . Photo by Ederic Slater 

e n o u g h to get all the p ic tures he 
wanted, the ants had made their w a y 
u p past the scarf and h e did get s o m e 
bites on his neck. Fortunately meat 
ants do not sting as well as bite. 

F o r Bees all t h e pic tures w h i c h I 
though t w o u l d be very difficult to 
o b t a i n — t h e o n e s w i t h i n t h e 
beehive—actually proved to be quite 
easy. Pe te r Ormay, w h o m m a n y o f 
y o u k n o w in the A C T Pa rks and 
Conse rva t ion Serv ice , had a m i l d 
strain o f bees and an observat ion 

beehive, and h e very kindly leant m e 
t h e b e e h i v e o n e s u m m e r . W e 
ins ta l led i t i n o u r d in ing r o o m , as 
t h a t r o o m h a d d o u b l e h u n g 
w i n d o w s a n d w e c o u l d e a s i l y 
ar range ent rance for the bees to the 
h i v e and n o t to the w h o l e r o o m . 
T h a t s u m m e r t h e s w e e t sme l l o f 
h o n e y a c c o m p a n i e d d inne r e v e r y 
n ight . 

W e found, however , that w e had 
to g ive the bees free access to the 
d in ing r o o m dur ing pho tog raph i c 
sessions. T h e glass covering the hive 
w a s too dir ty and too distort ing to 

p h o t o g r a p h t h r o u g h i t . A 
s ide effect o f this w a s that 
m y children got the idea that 
b e e s w e r e n o t a t a l l 
dangerous and they wou ld go 
a round the garden p ick ing 
t h e m off the flowers by then-
w i n g s . I don ' t t h i n k t h e y 
were ever s tung then, though 
t h e y h a v e b e e n a t o t h e r 
t imes, and they do n o w k n o w 
tha t o n e should b e careful 
a round bees . I don't th ink E d 

8 w a s s tung at all, despi te h i s 
I c lose exposure to the bees , 
I and I only received one st ing 
I over the period. 

T h e nex t b o o k in the ser ies 
w a s Grass, a n d t h a t w a s 

| w h e n I d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
1 publishers and authors often 
I have very different ideas. I 
3 had had s o m e problems with 
I Ants in no t seeing the page 
1 proofs in t ime to instruct the 
I e d i t o r t o r e m o v e a f e w 

changes , o n e o f w h i c h m a d e 
the text inaccurate. That was 
d u e t o p r o b l e m s w i t h i n 

A n g u s & Rober t son as a resul t o f 
w h i c h Barba ra K e r Wi l son h a d left. 
A t th is t ime our supposed ly m o s t 
A u s t r a l i a n o f p u b l i s h i n g f i r m s 
t r a n s f e r r e d i t s h e a d o f f i c e t o 
L o n d o n . W i t h Ed's and m y b o o k s 
t hey h a d h a d the opportuni ty for a 
un ique ly Aus t ra l ian na ture s tudy 
series, bu t w h e n Grass c a m e out I 
d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e y h a d a s k e d 
ano the r au thor t o contr ibute to the 
s e r i e s w i t h o u t f i r s t c h e c k i n g 
w h e t h e r I c o u l d p r o d u c e b o o k s 



faster , p e r h a p s w i t h a n o t h e r 
photographer. Also this new author 
w a s Engl ish so her books had an 
English viewpoint . I was so angry 
after discovering the editor's perfidy, 
wh ich o f course he saw as sound 
economics, that I gave myself a week 
to simmer down before replying. Even 
then he was amazed at the anger 
which came through in my reply. 

M y books are unique in the use o f 
rhythm in parts o f the text and I put 
months of thought into getting each 
one right. Excerpts could be used in 
poetry anthologies, except that no 
one w o u l d eve r t h ink to look at 
nature study books as 
a source o f poetry. It 
was very deflat ing to 
have all my effort and 
t h e p o t e n t i a l for a 
t r u l y A u s t r a l i a n ^ . 
n a t u r e s t u d y s e r i e s 
totally unappreciated. ^ 

B u t w o r s e w a s to 
come. The last book in 
the series. Trees, was 
a c c e p t e d fo r p u b 
lication. Canberra is a 
wonderful place to be 
based when preparing 
a book on trees to be 
i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h 
p h o t o g r a p h s and , as 
well , Ed dug out other 
p i c t u r e s f r o m h i s 
e x t e n s i v e c o l l e c t i o n . 
W h e n w e were taking pic tures o f 
deciduous trees in the mist by the 
lake we even said to each other how 
pleased the London office would be, 
b u t n o ! T h e y d i d n o t l i k e t h e 
Namatjira trees (a pair of gums near 
A l i c e S p r i n g s w h i c h N a m a t j i r a 
painted) or the funny stick nest with 
that odd-looking spoonbill sitting on 
it. T h e snow g u m did no t have a 
mant le o f snow, and worse , I had 
thought it necessary to explain that 
trees could go on l iving when the 
hear twood had been burnt out but 
the London office assured me that 
t r e e s n e e d e d the h e a r t w o o d for 
strength. Eventual ly the book w a s 
published without the spoonbill and 
with a different snow gum, but by 

then the series had gone cold, black 
and white was becoming dated, and 
it did not do well . 

We had plans for a book on the 
rocky shore but Angus & Robertson 
did not want any more . Rigby liked 
the idea if it was expanded to fit 
their Pageant of Australia series. We 
s u p p l i e d R i g b y w i t h w h a t t h e y 
w a n t e d bu t it w a s no t w h a t the 
m a r k e t w a n t e d , a p a r t f rom 
libraries, and it did not do well . 

M y nex t a p p r o a c h w a s a book 
about the senses for upper pr imary 
to early secondary children. It had 
a long text divided into chapters but 

Eastern barred bandicoot, from. Bandicoots and Bilbies of Austral ia 
Photo courtesy of National Photographic Index of Australia 

w i t h o u t s u b h e a d i n g s and it had 
i l lustrat ions in the m a r g i n s wi th 
c a p t i o n s . T h e i l l u s t r a t i ons w e r e 
d rawn by Frank Knight who also 
w o r k e d at C S l R O ' s D i v i s i o n o f 
Wildlife Research. 

T h e p o p u l a r p res s p r a i s e d the 
b o o k bu t s c h o o l l i b r a r y r e v i e w s 
criticised the si abs of text. Educators 
rea l ly h a v e b o w e d to the l o w e s t 
c o m m o n denomina tor when slabs o f 
text are only deemed appropriate in 
fiction. N o one s e e m e d to real ise 
that one could browse through the 
book using the capt ions which were 
careful ly w o r d e d to re la te to the 
adjacent text. And there were s o m e 
dreadful errors in the production. A s 
I did not see the page proofs I did 
no t have the oppor tun i ty to p ick 

them up. 
S e v e r a l l a b e l s w e r e lef t o f f 

d iag rams , but the wors t p rob lem 
was the index. 1 prepared the index 
as I did not trust the publisher to 
do a good j o b and I prepared it on 
the basis o f Frank Knight 's layout. 
Frank made the first page of the text 
page one, but in the final book it is 
page seven. The publisher changed 
the pages o f the text but did not 
think to change the page numbers 
in the index. So to use the index, one 
must add six to each page number 
given. 

I then did a matching book on how 
p e o p l e and an ima l s 
move . It did not do at 
all well although the 
book about the senses 

reprint, 
o w h o w 
ex of the 

first book influenced 
the s a l e s o f the 
s e c o n d , but it d o e s 
s e e m t h a t s c i e n c e 
books for upper pri
m a r y to s e c o n d a r y 
level are very difficult 
to se l l . I n t r o d u c i n g 
k n o w - l e d g e for 
y o u n g e r ch i ld ren is 
fine, bu t try to add 
some real science and 
sales drop. 

B e i n g t h o r o u g h l y 
fed up wi th not being credited with 
imaginat ion or literary skill—if one 
wri tes non-fict ion one jus t copies 
facts, it seems—I decided to try my 
hand at fiction to show that it did 
not require more imagination, just 
a d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h . T h a t i s 
p r o b a b l y no t a g o o d r e a s o n for 
wri t ing fiction but the result, When 
the Mountains Change Their Tune, 
is a story which a number o f people 
have said they enjoyed. It is about a 
g roup of teenagers go ing on a ski 
t ou r in the S n o w y M o u n t a i n s . I 
made the younger two boys sixteen, 
as I thought that would be as young 
as parents would allow boys to go 
off wi thout exper ienced adults, and 
it turned out that a couple of years 



later w e let our midd le son at that 
age go off to tour and c a m p in the 
snow wi th some older boys . 

T h e book did no t get on the short 
list for the Children's B o o k o f the 
Year A w a r d s , however , and faded 
from s ight as usua l ly h a p p e n s to 
books wh ich are no t short-listed. It 
w a s definitely not o f award-winning 
s tandard a l though it w a s as good as 
m a n y short-listed books , I think, bu t 
s ince the j u d g e s were no t mounta in 
people and straight adventures were 
o u t o f v o g u e , t h e v o t e s w e n t 
e lsewhere . 

N e x t c a m e the b o o k on echidnas 
i n 1 9 8 9 . B y t h i s t i m e , t o g e t a 
chi ldren 's s c i ence b o o k pub l i shed 
one had to wri te a straightforward, 
i n f o r m a t i v e t ex t , t h e d u l l e r t h e 
b e t t e r i t s e e m s , i n o r d e r t o 
' empower ' chi ldren by giving them 
e x a m p l e s o f h o w to wri te sc ience 
r e p o r t s . I t i s f a s c i n a t i n g h o w 
ideology can dominate an area even 
though m a n y individuals disagree 
wi th it. The books o f the seventies 
which combined factual information 
and the poe t ry o f feel ing w e r e n o 
longer acceptable. I actually had a 
text on s i lkworms rejected on the 
basis of i t be ing a mixture o f fact and 
fiction. It had no fiction in i t but w a s 
wri t ten in a narrat ive style and, to 
the editor, nar ra t ive s ty le m e a n t 
fiction. Even though editors special
ise in language they are not a lways 
aware that they are not saying wha t 
they mean . 

B y this t ime I was learning to be 
somewha t pragmat ic . I was still an 
idea l i s t bu t no t comp le t e ly na ive 
and I called the book The Australian 
Echidna rather than 'Echidnas ' or 
even T h e Short-beaked Echidna' , as 
it should properly be called, because 
I had an eye on overseas markets . 

For this and the fol lowing books I 
have consul ted pho to l ibraries such 
as the Nat ional Photographic Index 
r a t h e r t h a n t r y i n g t o g e t a 
p h o t o g r a p h e r t o t a k e p i c t u r e s 
especially. I w a s able to get critical 
pictures o f y o u n g echidnas through 
t h e A B C ' s f i l m i n g o f Nature of 
Australia. 

D e n t Austra l ia agreed to pub l i sh 
The Australian Echidna bu t t hey 
c o u l d n o t i n t e r e s t t h e i r L o n d o n 
office, even for a short run-on w h i c h 
w o u l d h a v e h e l p e d s p r e a d cos t s . 
H o w e v e r , the A m e r i c a n c o m p a n y 
Hough ton Mifflin bough t out Den t 
A u s t r a l i a b e f o r e t h e b o o k w a s 
publ i shed and their head office in 
Bos ton b o u g h t the r ights to 5 0 0 0 
c o p i e s , p r e s u m a b l y m a i n l y f o r 
l i b r a r y s a l e s . B y c o m p a r i s o n , 
A u s t r a l i a n s a l e s h a v e n o t g o n e 
m u c h o v e r 3 0 0 0 e v e n t h o u g h w e 
have m a n y m o r e schools and publ ic 
l ibraries than that. 

Royal t i es from 3 0 0 0 cop ies jus t 
covered the cost o f the rights to use 
the photographs , so the only m o n e y 
I have made from this book has come 
from the Amer i can sales and from 
fees for ta lking to schools . 

K n o w i n g I would be asked to g ive 
talks dur ing Children's B o o k W e e k , 
I m a d e a g love puppe t o f a female 
echidna w i th an egg in the p o u c h 
and a tongue that m o v e s in and out . 
It a lways gets a good response , and 
I a m sure that children w h o have 
s e e n m y ta lk wi l l r e m e m b e r t h e 
salient points about echidna biology. 

F r o m m y br ief reference to sales 
n u m b e r s , y o u c a n s e e w h y o u r 
l ibraries are no t full o f books about 
o u r na t ive an imals . It is j u s t t oo 
expensive to produce books in full 
c o l o u r f o r a s m a l l m a r k e t . T h e 
m a r k e t c o u l d i n c r e a s e i f m o r e 
individuals , or even m o s t schools , 
bought such books . However , once 
you ge t m o r e than an in t roductory 
a m o u n t o f i n fo rma t ion in a b o o k 
people seem to feel t hey can re ly on 
the publ ic libraries, thus complet ing 
a vicious circle. 

N e x t I branched into a series o f 
j u n i o r field gu ides w h i c h I d id on 
commis s ion for W e l d o n . A l t h o u g h 
t h e y e a c h h a v e t h e s a m e b a s i c 
format , I thought a lo t about h o w to 
present each type o f animal , w h a t 
features to encou rage ch i ldren to 
look for and so on. W h e n y o u are 
g iven a b r i e f to c o v e r A u s t r a l i a n 
b i r d s w i t h 4 0 p h o t o g r a p h s , f o r 
e x a m p l e , y o u h a v e t o s e l e c t 

carefully. I t r ied to in t roduce the 
ideas that w o u l d give a child enough 
background to b e able to cope w i th 
a full field guide . 

In w r i t i n g t ex t s I u s e d s i m p l e 
s t ra igh t fo rward l a n g u a g e for the 
in t roductory sect ions and note form 
for the d e s c r i p t i o n s , so I c a n n o t 
c la im any par t icular l i terary grace 
for these books a l though their style 
is appropriate to the form. 

W e l d o n d i d a v e r y g o o d j o b o f 
d e s i g n i n g t h e field g u i d e s w i t h 
humorous drawings and some other 
informal features that m a k e them 
attractive to children, al though they 
a lso m a d e mis t akes in r edrawing 
m y diagrams. For the last couple I 
insisted tha t they use m y drawings , 
w h i c h a re n o t a lways as c lear as 
could be , bu t the insects have the 
r ight n u m b e r o f segments and ve ins 
in the r ight p laces . 

T h e nine field guides, writ ten over 
three years , are Backyard; Creeks 
and Ponds; Seashore; Beetles; Birds; 
Biters and Stingers; Butterflies and 
Moths; Frogs said Reptiles. 

N o w w e c o m e to the latest book, 
Bandicoots andB ilbies of Australia. 
It w a s accep ted by Hough ton and 
Mifflin to fit in the same series as 
The Australian Echidna bu t then 
they c losed their Aust ra l ian b ranch 
and Jaca randa Wiley, w h o bough t 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n b o o k s , w e r e n o t 
interested in cont inuing the series. 
Despi te m y bes t persuasive powers 
I cou ld not ge t another publ i sher 
interested. T h e y k n e w too wel l the 
difficulties o f market ing such books . 
However , because o f publ ic lending 
r igh t and t h e fact tha t re fe rence 
books last a long t ime, ( the original 
cop ies o f Snails, for example , are 
still he ld in m a n y libraries), because 
t h e Ch i ld ren ' s B o o k C o u n c i l h a s 
recent ly es tabl ished an award for 
informat ion books , because o f the 
m o v e m e n t to r e p l a c e the Eas t e r 
b u n n y w i th an Eas t e r bilby, and 
because I d iscovered I had breas t 
cancer, I w e n t ahead and publ ished 
the b o o k myself . 

continued on page 21 



Looking for evidence of Aboriginal 
occupation in Gudgenby Valley 

•ft*"-:..". 

V ' • '•'1.m. ' • " ' • / „ " * • -T 

T/ie original stone arrangement (Site 12, Gudgenby) before its removal. 
Subsequently a simulated arrangement was made. The area at the base of 

this boulder was selected as a possible grave site for divining and 
magnetometer experiments. 

Previous issues of the NPA Bulletin 
have described Reg's exploration of 
Aboriginal sites by divining which 
overcomes the problems of 
disturbance caused by traditional 
archaeological methods. In the 
article below Reg investigates 
another non-invasive method of 
exploration using a magnetometer. 

It is well known that there used to 
be an Abor ig ina l p resence in the 
G u d g e n b y V a l l e y o f N a m a d g i 
N a t i o n a l Park . S ign i f i can t indi
cators are the rock shelter paintings 
of Y a n k e e Hat and R e n d e z v o u s 
Creek as well as the tool-working 
sites which are scattered through
o u t t h e a r e a . It has a l s o b e e n 
d o c u m e n t e d that A b o r i g i n a l s in 
groups o f 500 to 1000 from Omeo , 
the coast and further afield used to 
gather between October and March 
each yea r for feast ing on bogong 
m o t h s , c e r e m o n i a l pu rposes and 
trade. Over this period of t ime for 
possibly tens of thousands of years , 
it w o u l d be e x p e c t e d that there 
would be several deaths each year. 
In o t h e r p l a c e s in and a r o u n d 
Canbe r r a r emains o f Abor ig ina l s 
have been found buried in graves. 
Unfortunately, apart from records of 
assemblage, there is no information 
available on the burial customs of 
either the resident or large annual 
g a t h e r i n g s o f A b o r i g i n a l s in the 
Gudgenby Valley. 

O t h e r i n d i c a t i o n s o f t h e i r 
o c c u p a t i o n have been left in the 
grooves on rocks alongside Middle 
C r e e k and the G u d g e n b y R i v e r 
which have been worn through tool-
sha rpen ing activi t ies. One site is 
b e s i d e M i d d l e C r e e k w h e r e the 
b o u n d a r y fence o f the G u d g e n b y 
p r o p e r t y c r o s s e s it and a n o t h e r 
where the creek cascades onto the 
v a l l e y f l o o r . T h e r e a r e o t h e r 
indicat ions by the Gudgenby River 
in t h e c a s c a d e a r e a a b o v e i ts 
junction with Hospital Creek. In this 



The stone arrangement observed in the Gudgenby Valley as being typical 
of Aboriginal practice in covering graves to prevent animal disturbance. 

same area there are pi les o f s tones 
3 to 4 metres apart, s tart ing from 
jus t above the r iver and reducing in 
he ight over 90 metres . T h e y are no t 
on any k n o w n proper ty bounda ry 
and are no t o f a format ion w h i c h 
could b e the bas i s o f a fence . N o 
reasons have been advanced as to 
w h y they should have been gathered 
and arranged in this fashion. 

I have a lways been interested in 
the a r rangements o f s tones on or 
adjacent to or a longs ide s i zeab le 
boulder outcrops in the G u d g e n b y 
Valley. T h i s in te res t w a s fur ther 
raised w h e n Abor ig inals told Joan 
G o o d r u m tha t on the N S W nor th 
coast s imilar s tones could ma rk a 
significant posit ion or the site o f an 
important event . Addit ional ly Fiona 
Brand read a N S W N P W S publ i
ca t i on on A b o r i g i n a l g r a v e s i tes 
w h i c h l ed b o t h F i o n a and m e to 
think that s o m e o f the s tones laid 
out in a rectangular pat tern could 
p o s s i b l y m a r k a g r a v e s i te . O n e 
m e t h o d u s e d b y A b o r i g i n a l s fo r 
burials was for a grave to be dug and 
then covered wi th s tones to prevent 
it being dug up b y dingoes . W h e n 
w e had recorded several sites nea r 
boulders w e notified the Her i tage 
Uni t and after visi t ing the area the 
u n i t a g r e e d t h a t t h e r e w a s a 
probabi l i ty tha t these w e r e g rave 
sites. However , archaeologists wil l 
no t authenticate a g rave site unless 

some skeletal remains or artefacts 
a r e f o u n d . P r e s e n t a t t i t u d e s 
t o w a r d s t h e d i s t u r b a n c e o f A b o 
r iginal g rave sites m a k e i t h igh ly 
u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e N g u n n a w a l 
Abor ig ina l c o m m u n i t y w o u l d g ive 
approval for a site or sites to b e d u g 
over. 

W h e n a d e c i s i o n w a s m a d e t o 
relocate the Yankee Ha t car park, 
t h e p a r k s s e r v i c e e m p l o y e d 
c o n s u l t a n t s t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 
poss ib l e o r ig ins o f t h e G u d g e n b y 
s tone ar rangements . T h e s e consul
tants reached the conc lus ion that 
' P i l e s o f s t o n e s o n a n d b e s i d e 
bou lde r s in the G u d g e n b y Val ley 
r e p r e s e n t t h e r e su l t o f a r a b b i t 
eradication p r o g r a m / I and others 
are n o t c o n v i n c e d , h o w e v e r , t ha t 
rabbiters would have the inclination 
to construct such pi les o f s tones . I 
decided to test the sites b y divining 
to see i f there were any indicat ions 
o f anomal ies wh ich migh t indicate 
a grave site. 

I first discovered that I had the 
abili ty to divine in 1951 whi ls t at 
work w h e n m y super ior tested m e 
to see i f I could successful ly locate a 

•wate r ma in bur ied unde r a l awn. 
Divin ing around the s tone arrange
ments gave indications o f anomal ies 
o f the propor t ions o f a g rave in a 
number o f sites far greater than had 
b e e n e x p e c t e d f rom v i s u a l i nd i c 
at ions. K n o w i n g that d iv in ing w a s 

u n l i k e l y to b e a c c e p t e d b y l oca l 
archaeologists (al though it has been 
used as a prel iminary investigation 
t o o l o v e r s e a s ) I s o u g h t o t h e r 
methods o f proof. 

W h i l e t r a v e l l i n g in t h e U S A I 
learnt that magne tomete r surveys 
had been carried out to successfully 
locate graves , monuments , bui ld ing 
sites, old roads and the like. S imi lar 
m a g n e t o m e t e r surveys h a v e been 
c a r r i e d o u t in A u s t r a l i a . B e f o r e 
going to the Gudgenby area wi th the 
m a g n e t o m e t e r I c h e c k e d , b y 
divining, the cemeter ies o f Weetan-
g e r a , G u n g a h l i n a n d S t J o h n ' s 
c h u r c h a n d r e c e i v e d p o s i t i v e 
indicat ions o f g rave boundar ies . I 
t h e n n e g o t i a t e d t h e u s e o f a 
m a g n e t o m e t e r . A m a g n e t o m e t e r 
measures variat ions in the earth's 
magnet ic field b rought about by the 
magnet ic susceptibi l i ty o f substan
ces in the area under survey. T h e 
magne tomete r s ignatures o f g rave 
site anomalies were first determined 
in the Weetangera cemetery for use 
as a bas is for compar ison . A s tone 
a r r a n g e m e n t w a s s e l e c t e d i n 

The magnetometer in use at Site 12 
Gudgenby. The subsidence under 
the gauge board may indicate an 
earlier digging. A section of the 

replaced arrangement can be seen 
on top of the boulder. 



The Pinnacle 
continued from page 7 

dacite is the most c o m m o n rock in 
the area). 

Fur ther on the downs ide , there 
are the vandals who move rocks to 
build walls on some of the elevated 
rocky areas, wal l s that Canber ra 
Nature Park and the Pinnacle En
vi ronment Group are tired of tak
ing down. The pink-tailed legless liz
ard needs rocks and native grasses 
to survive, yet every rocky outcrop 
on the Pinnacle has been disturbed 
by the building o f walls and camp 
f i res w i t h r o c k s d u g o u t o f the 
ground . Une such construct ion at 
the start of the nature walk is an 
enclosure o f 12 metres by 8 metres 
with a metre-high wall around it 
containing s o m e heavy boulders . A 
fireplace has been built inside the 
e n c l o s u r e and the en t i re area is 
strewn with smashed wine and beer 
bottles. Worse still, arson has be
come more o f a problem recently and 
there are n o w severa l b l ackened 
areas s t rewn with piles of broken 
bot t les . An o rgan i sed c lean-up o f 
this glass and other rubbish would 
p robab ly at tract vo lun tee r labour 
and would give the place a face-lift. 

We all apprecia te Namadgi and 
know how hard NPA has worked to 
achieve a national park for the A C T 
but w e have to live in the city and 
wan t it to remain a bush capital . 
The more people out there planting, 
walk ing or whatever and showing 
an i n t e r e s t in C a n b e r r a Na tu re 
Park the less l ikely it is that future 
po l i t i c i ans o f th is cons t an t l y ex
p a n d i n g c i ty wi l l be t e m p t e d to 
think in te rms of rezoning our city 
parks for deve lopment . As proposed 
by Stephen Johnston of the Environ
ment Subcommi t t ee (NPA Bulletin 
Sep tember 1994) , we as individuals 
should get involved in Parkcare ac
tivities. Canberra Nature Park are 
do ing a good j o b ; I too bel ieve we 
should suppor t them. 

Phyl G o d d a r d 

Searching for evidence of Aboriginal occupation 
continued from page 19 

Computer-generated graph of magnetometer readings of an anomaly at 
the base of the rock shown in the photograph of the magnetometer in use. 

Gudgenby for survey on the basis 
that I believed that the arrangement 
was such that it was highly unlikely 
that it was a r andom placement of 
rocks on a boulder. The area around 
the boulder was carefully surveyed 
by divining and a part icular site in 
t h e p r o p o r t i o n s o f a g r a v e w a s 
selected. Readings were then taken 
u s i n g the m a g n e t o m e t e r o v e r a 
5 c e n t i m e t r e s q u a r e g r id . In all 
some 800 readings were taken and 
t a b u l a t e d . P e a k r e a d i n g s w e r e 
found to align wi th the boundary 
found by d iv in ing . T h e r ead ings 
were then graphed by mak ing an 
isometric stack o f the magnet ic field 
profiles. The profiles were o f similar 
s h a p e to t h o s e r e c o r d e d at 
W e e t a n g e r a . G e o l o g i s t s h a v e 
assured me that the magne tomete r 
procedures taken were correct and 
t h a t t h e r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d a re 
indicat ive o f an anomaly. W h a t this 
anomaly is could only be determined 
by i n spec t i on and , as m e n t i o n e d 
earlier, it is unl ikely that digging 
w o u l d b e a p p r o v e d . T h e o n l y 
suggest ion made by a geologist was 
tha t the s u r v e y cou ld have been 
e x t e n d e d o v e r a n o t h e r 1 to 1.5 
me t re s on a c o a r s e r grid to g ive 
i n d i c a t i o n s o f a n y a d j o i n i n g 
anomal ies . 

T h e mat te r o f the or ig in o f the 
s tone a r rangements has n o w been 
c o n s i d e r e d by g o v e r n m e n t - i n s t i 

g a t e d c o m m i t t e e s w h i c h h a v e 
c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n 
possible Aboriginal involvement in 
the p lacement of some o f the stone 
a r r a n g e m e n t s in the G u d g e n b y 
Valley. 

W h e t h e r t h e s e a r r a n g e m e n t s 
indicate the location o f graves will 
r e m a i n a m a t t e r for d i s c u s s i o n 
u n l e s s t h e s e r v i c e u n d e r t a k e s 
surveys with scientific instruments 
( m a g n e t o m e t e r a n d / o r g r o u n d 
penetrat ing radar) to determine, at 
least, that anomal ies surrounding 
the sites are o f the proport ions of a 
grave. Posit ive proof could only be 
provided by digging but this may not 
p rov ide the a n s w e r s ince human 
remains do not last indefinitely in 
the a c i d i c g r a n i t i c so i l s o f th i s 
r e g i o n . A p p r o v a l to d i g is a l s o 
understandably unlikely to be given 
by the Aboriginal community . Wha t 
the stones m a y indicate will remain 
an e n i g m a u n l e s s u s e o f t h e 
technology available in Austral ia is 
instigated. 

However , measures to protect the 
s t o n e a r r a n g e m e n t s f r o m 
dis turbance or removal have been 
promised. These measures will be 
i n e f f e c t u a l u n l e s s t h e s t o n e 
a r r a n g e m e n t s are given her i tage 
l i s t i n g , i d e n t i f i e d on s i t e and 
regularly moni tored. 

Art ic le and photos by 
R e g Alder 



Twenty years of writing books for children 
continued from page 17 

I really enjoyed designing the book 
a n d d e a l i n g w i t h t h e p r i n t e r , 
Nat ional Capi ta l Pr in t ing here in 
Canberra , bu t n o w I have to sell it, 
and that is no t so good . T h e bi lby 
campa ign is go ing wel l and publ ic 
l ibraries are buy ing the book bu t i t 
did not m a k e the Children's B o o k 
Counci l short list (which I actually 
think shows more o f a p rob lem wi th 
the book council than wi th m y book) 
and so I offered to come and tell you 
about it. 

P e r h a p s r a t h e r t h a n u s i n g m y 
o w n words I should quo te from a 
review in Reading Time, the rev iew 
j o u r n a l o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B o o k 
Counci l : 

T lere is an Austral ian information 
book o f comparab le quali ty to the 
market -dominant Franklin Watts 
and Wayland books and wi thin its 
32 pages , greater textual depth. The 
charac ter i s t ic s tyles o f the ma jo r 
p u b l i s h e r s — d o u b l e - p a g e s p r e a d 
c o n t e n t o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d t h e 
abundant use o f headings and sub
heads to divide the text into br ief 
topical sections—is not employed in 
th is b o o k . Ins t ead , i t r e ads as a 
cont inuous exposi t ion in language 
t h a t s h o u l d b e c l e a r l y c o m p r e 
h e n d e d by m o s t chi ldren from 10 
upwards . In this w a y the reader i s 
e n c o u r a g e d to r e a d t h r o u g h t h e 
w h o l e text and thus b e c o m e we l l 
informed about the subject. The text 
dist inguishes be tween the bi lby and 
bandicoot , surveys past and present 
distribution and describes habitat , 
social, nest ing, foraging and repro
ductive behaviour. ' 

In prepar ing the book I have tried 
to do th ings wh ich are done best in 
books . For example , the first double-
page spread wi th a pho tograph o f 
b a n d i c o o t d igg ings , a d r a w i n g o f 
foo tpr in t s and t ex t s ta r t ing ' N o t 
m a n y people see bandicoots ' g ives 
readers someth ing more than they 
wou ld get from a C D R O M , and I 

have tried at t imes to in t roduce a 
little poet ic feeling into the text as 
i n ' A f t e r s u n s e t , a s d a r k n e s s 
descends over the land, bandicoots 
emerge from their nests one by one , 
one here and one there, and they 
begin to feed. ' 

W h e r e t o n o w ? B o o k s l i k e 
Echidna a n d Bandicoots and 
Bilbies are evident ly no t the w a y to 
go , despi te the need for t hem. O n e 
publ i sher , A l l e n & U n w i n in the 
L i t t l e A r k i m p r i n t , i s p r o d u c i n g 
some good nature s tudy books at the 
m o m e n t , bu t that editor has chosen 
to w o r k w i t h p h o t o g r a p h e r s and 
c o a c h t h e m in wr i t ing the i r o w n 
t e x t s r a t h e r t h a n b r i n g i n g i n 
another pe rson as writer. 

I have at t imes j udged children's 
o w n w r i t i n g a n d I h a v e b e e n 
saddened b y the w a y an apparent ly 
Aust ra l ian story wil l finish a round 
an oak tree in the midd le o f a forest. 
T h e c h i l d r e n h a v e s o a b s o r b e d 
E u r o p e a n a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a n 
l i t e ra tu re t h a t t hey do n o t e v e n 
k n o w it d o e s n o t su i t t he i r o w n 
e n v i r o n m e n t . I h a v e h e a r d t h e 
c o m m e n t that Aust ra l ian chi ldren 
k n o w w h a t banksias are because o f 
M a y Gibbs and I think that perhaps 
the bes t w a y o f br inging a feel for 
o u r o w n e n v i r o n m e n t i n t o o u r 
u n c o n s c i o u s i s t h r o u g h f i c t i o n . 
H o w e v e r , v e r y few o f o u r fiction 
writers have any feel for the natural 
env i ronment . T h e y are nea r ly all 
urban and they wri te for an urban 
a u d i e n c e and a l t h o u g h m a n y o f 
their books are important , I th ink 
w e need to ba lance them wi th s o m e 
about our o w n par t icular natural 
envi ronment . 

O v e r the last yea r or so I have 
been trying s o m e ideas in fiction. So 
far I have not met with success. H o w 
m u c h the p rob lem is w i th m y l ack 
o f skill and h o w m u c h the difficulty 
in finding a k indred spirit a m o n g 
publ ishers I do no t know, but I do 

intend to keep trying for a bi t longer. 
C r e a t i n g b o o k s is a d d i c t i v e a n d 
despi te the enormous frustrations I 
find that I w a n t to keep do ing it. 

O f the books I have ta lked about 
t h i s e v e n i n g o n l y Snails, The 
Australian Echidna and Bandicoots 
and Bilbies of Australia are in pr in t 
and c a n b e o rde red t h r o u g h a n y 
b o o k s h o p . P e o p l e a r e a l w a y s 
interested in the field guides bu t one 
o f t h e f r u s t r a t i o n s o f m o d e r n 
publ i sh ing is that i t depends on a 
turnover o f n e w books and it is hard 
to k e e p spec ia l in te res t b o o k s in 
print and, at the moment , I don't see 
a n y p r o s p e c t o f t h e i r b e i n g 
reprinted. 

For anyone interested, Snails is 
a v a i l a b l e f r o m m e f o r $ 7 a n d 
Bandicoots and Bilbies for $17 .95 . 

Eleanor Stodart 
From the talk given at the 

February meeting. 

New NPA members as 
at 1 February 1995 

Anne Sulinski, Jackie 

Lee & Ivan Bestel Holder 

Leah & Rodney Taylor Page 

Maureen & Ray 

Blackmore Farrer 

Kathleen & Ian 

Rich man Jerrabomberra 

Elizabeth Morrison Farrer 

David & Barbara 
Pryce Wanniassa 



Native Title claims 
T h e N a t i o n a l N a t i v e T i t l e 
Tribunal 's role is to process c la ims 
by A b o r i g i n a l and Tor re s S t ra i t 
I s lander p e o p l e s over Aus t ra l ian 
lands and waters . The tribunal is 
not a court and disputed claims that 
fail to be resolved by mediat ion will 
be referred to the Federal Court for 
litigation. 

The N P A h a s received notification 
o f N a t i v e T i t l e c l a i m s b y t h e 
fol lowing people or peoples . 

• T h e Y d i n j i p e o p l e o f n o r t h 
Queens land 

• Mr Stjepan of Lightning Ridge , 
N S W 

• T h e W o n d u n n a C l a n o f t h e 
Butchella Tribe from south-east 
Queens land 

• T h e Y i r r g a n y d j i p e o p l e s o f 
Queens land 

• M r R B r o p h o on b e h a l f o f the 
S w a n V a l l e y N y u n g a h C o m 
muni ty o f south-west W A 

• M r Bart Plasier o f the Parish of 
Bodalla, Land District of Moruya, 
N S W 

• Ben Ward on behalf o f Mi r iwung 
and G a j e r r o n g p e o p l e o f w e s t 
Northern Territory 

• M r Abraham O m e e n y o on behalf 
of the Umpila people of Cape York 
Peninsula and nearby islands and 
reefs 

• D H C Lega l g r o u p on b e h a l f o f 
Nga luma and Injibandi people 

• Corser and Corser on behalf on 
M r M a r k M c K e n z i e S e n i o r o f 
Flinders Ranges Nat ional Park 

• Boe and Hogan Lawyers on behalf 
o f Quandamooka Land Counci l of 
Quandamooka (More ton Bay) 

• Terara Sand Pty Ltd o f Pig Island, 
Shoa lhaven River near Nowra . 

Further information about these 
c la ims is avai lable from the NPA 
office. 

Publications received by NPA 
P u b l i s h e r / A u t h o r 

Economic & Energy Analysis Pty Ltd 
& Georgie Wilkenfeld & Assoc Pty Ltd 

Envi ronment Protect ion Agency 

Josephine Flood 

House of Reps Standing Commi t tee 

P u b l i c a t i o n 

Austral ian Conservat ion Foundat ion 

Austral ian Env i ronment N e w s 

Austral ian Geological Survey Organisat ion 

Canberra & District Historical Society 

C A S E R E C 

Colong Foundat ion for Wi lderness Ltd 

C S I R O 

Dept o f Env i ronment Land & Planning 

Environment Centre & Conservat ion Council 

Environmenta l Planning Associa t ion 

Field Natural is ts Associa t ion of Canber ra 

Greening Austral ia 

H u m a n e Society 

Kosciusko Huts Associa t ion 

National Trust of Austral ia 

NPA ( N S W ) 

N P A ( N S W ) 

NPA ( N S W ) 

NPA ( N S W ) 

NPA ( N S W ) 

NPA (Qld) 

Pacific Friend 

The Wilderness Society ( A C T ) 

The Wilderness Society ( A C T ) 

United Nat ions Envi ronment P rogram 

Victorian National Parks Associa t ion 

Victorian National Parks Associa t ion 

Solar & Heat Pump Hot Water-
Systems 

Discussion Paper: Public Review of 
Commonwealth Environmental 

Impact Assessment Process 

The Moth Hunters 

Biodiversity—The Contribution of 
Community-based Programs 

Habitat 

Newsletter 

Aus Geo News 

Newsletter 

Bogong 

Colong Bulletin 

ECOS News 

Land Information Newsletter 

Sustainable Times 

News 

Newsletter 

Broadcast 

Habitat—Exploration of Platypus 

Newsletter 

Trust News 

Journal 

Bettongs Can't Talk 

National Parks & Wildlife News 

Southern Highlands Branch Newsletter 

Milton Branch Newsletter 

Newsletter 

Photos of Japan 

ACT Wild 

Wilderness News 

Our Planet 

Newsletters 

Park Watch 

Reports rece ived 

Annual Repor t 

Office o f Commiss ioner for the 
Envi ronment A C T 

National Trust of Australia (ACT) 

Australian Capital Territory— 
State of the Environment Report 



TRIPS 

Railway informality among the mountains 
T h e r e ' s a n e n d e a r i n g a i r o f 
informali ty about the TranzAlpine , 
the N e w Zea land train which , in the 
space o f a few hours , carries camera-
bedecked tourists across the midd le 
o f the Sou th Is land and s o m e of the 
m o s t spectacular country o n earth. 

T h e P A s y s t e m i n t r o d u c e s t h e 
staff: B o b , Ray, Den is and Helen . 
C o m p l i m e n t a r y peanu t s ( a daun
t ing s ight at 9.30 in the morn ing) 
and ju ice are distributed followed b y 
tea and coffee w h i c h s lops out o f 
cups as the train lifts i ts speed. 

A m u s e d s t a f f t a k e d e l i g h t i n 
h o m e s p u n h u m o u r as the Tranz-
A l p i n e da shes across the Canter
bury Plains before push ing through 
mounta in passes and tunnels and 
head ing towards the Tasman Sea, 
s o m e 210 ki lometres from where it 
started. 

'Lake Sa rah w a s n a m e d after h i s 
wife by he r husband w h o named a 
larger lake after himself—he w a s an 
early chauvinist , ' 

'The co ld w i n d i s k n o w n as the 
Barber—it 's sha rp e n o u g h to cu t 
your throat. ' 

' Sheep on the w e s t coas t can read. 
There 's a s ign on a gate that says 
"Sheep close gate please". ' 

O n the return jou rney a traveller 
is let off at an unscheduled stop and 
walks jaunt i ly off to his h o m e near 
the t racks. T h a t s S tephen O'Leary. 
He ' s t h e t h i rd g e n e r a t i o n o f h i s 
f a m i l y to b e se t d o w n b y t r a in s 
outside his front gate. ' 

Wide observat ion w indows on the 
T r a n z A l p i n e g i v e p a s s e n g e r s 
u n r e s t r i c t e d v i e w s o f p e e r l e s s 
scenery, a l though i t pays to h a v e a 
w i n d o w seat . T h i s a l lows y o u to 
f r ighten y o u r s e l f w i t h o u t r i sk by 
p e e r i n g i n t o d e e p g o r g e s a c r o s s 
w h i c h the t ra in sways on sk inny 
viaducts . At tendan t B o b says that 
one o f these, the Staircase Viaduct , 
cou ld accommoda te the neo-Gothic 
Chr i s t chu rch Ca thedra l and still 
leave three metres be tween it and 

t h e c a t h e d r a l ' s t o w e r i n g s p i r e . 
Ano the r v iaduc t w a s prefabricated 
in England and assembled on site, 
Meccano-s ty le , in t w o weeks . 

T h e T r a n z A l p i n e t r a v e l s d a i l y 
be tween Chr is tchurch on the eas t 
c o a s t o f t h e S o u t h I s l a n d a n d 
G r e y m o u t h on t h e w e s t coas t . It 
l e a v e s at 9 . 1 5 a m and a r r ives at 
1.25pm or the reabouts . There ' s a 
s top o f a b o u t an h o u r before the 
T r a n z A l p i n e d e p a r t s from G r e y -
m o u t h o n i t s r e t u r n j o u r n e y a t 
2 .35pm, reach ing Chr is tchurch at 
6 .40pm. M y fare cost $ N Z 5 5 each 
w a y and it w a s essential to book . 
Meals and l iquor can be bought on 
the train. 

T h e first par t o f the j o u r n e y takes 
t ravel lers across the r ich Canter
b u r y P l a i n s — a n idy l l i c p a s t o r a l 
pa t chwork o f sheep paddocks , p ine 
p l a n t a t i o n s , v a r i o u s c r o p p i n g 
ventures and small towns . There are 
a lmost as m a n y p ine trees as sheep 
in these nea t fields, wi th the t rees 
provid ing windbreaks and shel ter 
for stock. T h e contras t wi th e m p t y 
A u s t r a l i a n p a d d o c k s in w h i c h 
m i s e r a b l e s t ock b u r n in t h e s u n 
m a d e t h i s p a s s e n g e r a s h a m e d . 
Beyond the plains r ise the subl ime 
S o u t h e r n A l p s , in O c t o b e r t h e i r 
summits and flanks shining against 
a b lue s k y w i t h t h e wh i t enes s o f 
freshly d u m p e d snow. 

T h e h a m l e t o f S p r i n g f i e l d i s 
r e a c h e d a f t e r an h o u r a n d t h e 
T r a n z A l p i n e h e a d s i n t o t h e 
f o o t h i l l s o f t h e A l p s , r u s h i n g 
t h r o u g h 16 tunne l s as i t p r o c e e d s 
t o w a r d s A r t h u r s P a s s , a v i l l a g e 
c r o u c h i n g b e l o w f o r e s t e d p e a k s 
a n d w h i c h , a t 7 3 7 m e t r e s , 
r ep re sen t s the h i g h e s t p o i n t o f t h e 
j ou rney . T h e v i s t a o f m o u n t a i n s , 
b r o a d va l l eys and r av ines t h r o u g h 
w h i c h m i l k y r i v e r s s t a m p e d e o r 
s a u n t e r i s a s t o n i s h i n g i n i t s 
g r a n d e u r . I n k e e p i n g w i t h t h i s 
d r a m a t i c l a n d s c a p e , h u g e 
l ands l ides s c a r the f lanks o f t h e 

p e a k s a n d c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 
m a s s e d sh ing l e o f the river banks . 

B e y o n d Ar thurs Pass , whe re the 
train s tops for a f ew minutes , is the 
Otira Tunnel , 8.5 k i lometres long, 
wh ich t o o k 15 years to build, from 
1 9 0 8 t o 1 9 2 3 . T h e T r a n z A l p i n e 
w h i z z e s t h r o u g h th is eng ineer ing 
marvel , the third longest rail tunnel 
in N e w Zealand , in ten minutes . 

Otira, in contrast to smart Arthurs 
Pass , a jumping-o f f point for alpine 
t r a m p e r s and s k i e r s , l o o k s run
d o w n and shabby, a v i e w reinforced 
b y t h e s ta te o f m a n y w e s t c o a s t 
b u i l d i n g s a n d f a r m s a l o n g t h e 
Tran2Alpine's route . Life is harder 
on this side o f the South Island, a 
r e g i o n o f h i g h r a i n f a l l w h e r e 
f r e q u e n t d o w n p o u r s tu rn c o r r u 
gated iron roofs to rust whi le bush, 
sc rub and flax are unre lent ing in 
their dr ive to rec la im cleared fields. 

T h e s c e n e r y r e m a i n s , h o w e v e r . 
Peaks and snow drifts are gradual ly 
l e f t b e h i n d as t h e T r a n z A l p i n e 
t rave ls a longs ide i m m e n s e rivers 
and the 4 2 square ki lometres o f the 
m o u n t a i n - b a c k e d L a k e B r u n n e r 
w h e r e the local yacht club races at 
w h a t m u s t b e o n e o f t h e m o s t 
sensat ional sai l ing venues yacht ies 
could ever imagine . 

Greymouth ra i lway station marks 
the end o f the journey. L ike m a n y 
bui ld ings seen on the wes t coast , i t 
needs br ightening up—fresh paint 
and f lowers and plants wou ld he lp 
as w o u l d a t ouch o f luxury, e v e n 
w a r m t h , a b o u t t h e r e f r e s h m e n t 
r o o m s and s o u v e n i r s h o p s . St i l l , 
p a s s e n g e r s h a v e o n l y an h o u r to 
k i c k t h e i r h e e l s a t t h i s q u i n 
tessential ra i lway station before the 
TranzAlp ine depar ts o n its re turn 
jou rney . S o m e pas senge r s t ake a 
qu ick tour o f the town while others 
s t a y o v e r n i g h t or l o n g e r in th i s 
chal lenging and still r aw district o f 
mounta in , forest , r iver and lake . 

G r a e m e B a r r o w 
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Thursday 2 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Eleanor Stodart, 281 5004(h) 
Thursday 9 Namadgi Subcommittee 7.30pm, for location contact Steven Forst, 279 1326(\v), 251 6817(h) 
Thursday 23 Environment Subcommittee 7.45pm, for location contact Stephen Johnston, 254 3738(h) 
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Thursday 6 Committee meeting 7.30pm, for location contact Eleanor Stodart, 281 5004(h) 
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Environment Subcommittee 7.45pm, for location contact Stephen Johnston, 254 3738(h) 
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General meetings 
Held at 8pm, Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

T h u r s d a y 1 6 M a r c h : T h e s u s t a i n a b l e u s e o f t i m b e r 

A l a n D a v y from A C T F o r e s t s w i l l t a l k a b o u t t he s u s t a i n a b l e u s e o f fo res t r e s o u r c e s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r f o c u s o n C a n b e r r a and its 
u s e o f firewood. 
T h u r s d a y 2 0 A p r i l : T r a v e l s i n t h e C a m a r g u e 
N P A m e m b e r , E l i z a b e t h S m i t h , w i l l s h o w s l i d e s o f t he f a s c i n a t i n g w e t l a n d e n v i r o n m e n t o n t he R h o n e D e l t a . S h e wi l l e x p l o r e t he 
i n t e r a c t i o n s o f c o n f l i c t i n g l a n d u s e s . 
T h u r s d a y 1 8 M a y : S k i s o n t h e B r i n d a b e l l a s 
H i s t o r i a n , b u s h w a l k e r a n d s k i tourer , M a t t h e w H i g g i n s w i l l te l l u s s o m e o f t he f a sc ina t ing s to r i e s a b o u t t he h i s to ry o f s k i i n g o n t he 
B r i n d a b e l l a R a n g e . H e w i l l h a v e c o p i e s o f h i s b o o k for s a l e a t t he m e e t i n g . 

T h u r s d a y 1 5 J u n e : G r e e n p o l i t i c s 
S i m o n G r o s e , w h o is t he s c i e n c e a n d t e c h n o l o g y e d i t o r a t t h e Canberra Times a n d t he p a p e r ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l fea tures wr i te r , w i l l g i v e 
u s a n i n f o r m e d v i e w o n th i s h i g h l y r e l e v a n t t o p i c . 

T h u r s d a y 2 0 J u l y : V e g e t a t i o n d y n a m i c s i n l o w l a n d g r a s s l a n d s i n t h e A C T 

S a r a h S h a r p , g r a s s l a n d s p r o j e c t off icer w i t h t h e P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e , h a s b e e n u n d e r t a k i n g a n e x t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h p ro j ec t 

o n g r a s s l a n d p r o t e c t i o n and r e g e n e r a t i o n a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n . S h e wi l l s p e a k t o u s a b o u t h o w g r a s s l a n d s r e s p o n d to d i f fe ren t t r ea tmen t s . 


