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C o v e r : Reg Alder and Shirley Lewis enter the 

conservationists' camp at Reedy Creek near Eden. 

See story page 5. 

P h o t o g r a p h s a n d o t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
The photograph of fog over Canberra on page 5 of the 
March 1989 issue of the Bulletin was taken by Hedda 
Morrison. The picture of Pigeon House by Babette Scougall 
was taken from the Folly Point track, not the Monolith Valley 
track. 

The Bulletin is always seeking black and white photo
graphs. Please label them with the name ol the subject, the 
name of the photographer and the date. 

Contributions of articles {news, description or fiction) 
and line drawings are also sought ior the Bulletin. Creative 
works will De given a high priority ior placement. Leiters to 
the editor should be brief (less than 500 words) Leave con
tributions at the office or telephone the editor, Roger Green, 
on (062) 470059. 
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President's foreword 
Recent m e e t i n g s have set out to 
revi ta l ise t w o of the Assoc ia t ion 's 
i m p o r t a n t s u b - c o m m i t t e e s : 
N a m a d g i a n d E n v i r o n m e n t . B o t h 
meet ings w e r e we l l a t t ended . T h e 
or ig ina l d iv is ion of responsib i l i t ies 
of t h e s e s u b - c o m m i t t e e s w a s 
s imply : (i) N a m a d g i Nat iona l Park 
a n d c l o s e l y r e l a t e d m a t t e r s ; (ii) 
o ther e n v i r o n m e n t mat ters . I have 
interpreted the latter to be primari ly 
conserva t ion mat ters in the rest of 
the A C T a n d the southeastern New 
South Wa les reg ion. T h i s d o e s not 
p r e c l u d e s u p p o r t i n g c o n s e r v a t i o n 
activity e lsewhere a n d w e regularly 
d o this , for example , in recent t imes 
w i t h issues s u c h as t h e V ic to r ian 
alpine park and rainforest conserva
t i o n i n Q u e e n s l a n d . S u b 
c o m m i t t e e s provide an oppor tun i ty 
for m e m b e r s to b e c o m e involved in 
A s s o c i a t i o n act iv i t ies w i t h o u t t h e 

Namadgi's 
T h e A C T Parks and Conserva t ion 
Serv ice has g iven the Assoc ia t ion 
the oppor tun i ty of hav ing an input 
into t h e p e r m a n e n t d isp lay be ing 
prepared for t h e new Namadg i v is i 
tor in format ion centre at Riverview. 
T h e cent re is e x p e c t e d to be f i n 
ished late in 1989. 

N P A is p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the history of publ ic recogni 
t ion of t h e na tura l v a l u e s of t h e 
area leading u p to its declarat ion as 
a national park in 1984 and the cur
rent m o v e s t o w a r d s incorpora t ing 
N a m a d g i in t h e p r o p o s e d 
A u s t r a l i a n a l p i n e w o r l d h e r i t a g e 
nomina t ion . 

T h i s h is to ry e m p h a s i s e s t h e 
impor tance of c o m m u n i t y act ion in 
t h e p r o t e c t i o n of t h e c o u n t r y ' s 
r e m a i n i n g natura l a r e a s a n d w e 
hope wil l make the point to all w h o 
v iew it that if people va lue nat ional 
p a r k s , they have to c o n t i n u e to 
f ight for t h e m . T h e N a m a d g i story, 
of c o u r s e , para l le ls the history of 
our assoc ia t ion w h i c h w a s f o r m e d 
in the ear ly 1960s w i th the a i m of 

c o n t i n u o u s c o m m i t m e n t of fu l l 
commit tee work . 

T h e E n v i r o n m e n t s u b 
commi t tee meet ing identi f ied s o m e 
current areas of f o c u s : A C T p lan 
ning issues ( M u r r u m b i d g e e River 
cor r idor , C a n b e r r a Nature Park ) , 
a lp ine parks (Wor ld Her i tage c o n 
s i d e r a t i o n , K o s c i u s k o d e v e l o p 
m e n t ) , s o u t h e a s t f o r e s t s , coas ta l 
d e v e l o p m e n t , Je rv is Bay and t h e 
national parks of the coastal ranges 
( M o r t o n , D e u a a n d so o n ) . S e e 
Nevi l le Esau's report on p a g e 23. 
B e c a u s e of t h e d ivers i ty of t h e s e 
matters , a start w a s made o n f o r m 
ing w o r k i n g g r o u p s w h i c h c o u l d 
f o c u s o n e a c h issue . It w o u l d be 
ideal to have a nucleus of three o r 
f o u r p e o p l e w h o b e c a m e t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' m i n d e r s ' f o r e a c h 
under the sub-commi t tee umbrel la . 
This should be possible in an asso-

history 
establ ishing a 'national park for the 
national capital*. 

A w o r k i n g g r o u p f r o m t h e 
Namadg i Subcommit tee is meet ing 
f requent ly to compi le t h e in fo rma
t ion, as w e have to supply it to the 
pa rks a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n s e r v i c e 
within the next few w e e k s . 

W e have started by deve lop ing 
a c h r o n o l o g y of s ign i f icant l a n d 
marks and are searching for photo
g r a p h s , m a p s , s l ides a n d o t h e r 
material wh ich may be used to il lus
trate aspects of these events. 

A l r e a d y w e have rea l ised that 
th is p ro jec t is t h e b e g i n n i n g of 
s o m e t h i n g b i g g e r a n d w h e n w e 
have met the present dead l ine w e 
hope to start a more c o m p r e h e n 
sive history w h i c h one day might 
be pub l ished . 

If y o u have any ear ly p h o t o 
graphs tucked away or w o u l d like to 
w o r k w i th us o n the project, p lease 
contact o n e of the w o r k i n g g r o u p 
m e m b e r s : F iona Brand , Bob Story, 
Reg Alder or Den Robin. 

D e n R o b i n 

c ia t ion wi th 700 m e m b e r s . Contact 
t h e c o m m i t t e e if y o u w o u l d like to 
b e c o m e invo lved . 

For those w i th s ights set higher, 
t h e annua l genera l meet ing is not 
far away . At least four m e m b e r s of 
t h e cur ren t c o m m i t t e e wi l l not be 
s tand ing for re -e lec t ion . Indicated 
v a c a n c i e s i n c l u d e : P r e s i d e n t , 
Secretary and t w o commi t tee pos i 
t i o n s ( the c u r r e n t i n c u m b e n t s 
b e i n g t h e N a m a d g i a n d 
E n v i r o n m e n t s u b - c o m m i t t e e c o n 
v e n o r s ) . In a d d i t i o n , t h e V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t ' s p o s i t i o n h a s b e e n 
vacant for the last three years. 

New 
members 
T h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s are 
w e l c o m e d to t h e Assoc ia t ion . T h e 
t w o n e w m e m b e r s f r o m L y n e h a m 
w o n their membersh ips as prizes in 
t h e N P A lucky d ip at the Greener 
Fair at Weston Park last March. 

Vi rg i l io B e t t a n i n , G i l m o r e : T revor 
B i l l s , R i v e t t ; D a v i s F a m i l y , 
Canber ra ; Cora l a n d Murray Dow, 
A i n s l i e ; L. F e e n e y , L y n e h a m ; 
W a r w i c k a n d M a r i a n F u l t o n , 
K a m b a h ; G u y H o d g s o n , Hacket t ; 
Dr Ke i th M c L e a n a n d Dr Les ley 
C a d z o w , C o o k ; E l i zabeth Mar t in , 
O ' C o n n o r ; W a r r e n M a r t i n , 
O u e a n b e y a n ; M i c h a e l M o r r i s s , 
N a r r a b u n d a h ; J a n e O ' D o n o h u e , 
Ka leen; F.A. Parkes, Pearce; Peter 
Rayner , L y n e h a m ; A n n e Ri tchard , 
G r i f f i t h ; H e l e n S m i t h , M a w s o n ; 
S u s a n S u t h e r l a n d , J a m i s o n ; E. 
V a n d e r S t r a a t e n , R ivet t ; Karen 
Wi lson and Paul Kisley, Farrer; Pam 
Wintle, Tharwa. 



Committee news Namadgi 
matters 

Austral ian alps 
T h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s ( h e m e for 
Her i tage W e e k in Apr i l w a s the 
Wor ld Her i tage nomina t i on of the 
A u s t r a l i a n a l p s . O u t i n g s h i g h 
l ighted the natura l her i tage of the 
high country near Canber ra and Dr 
Geo l f Mos ley spoke to the Apr i l 
genera l meet ing about the case lor 
w o r l d he r i t age n o m i n a t i o n (see 
page 18). 

The President has wri t ten to the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d N e w S o u t h 
W a l e s g o v e r n m e n t s , e x p r e s s i n g 
the Assoc ia t ion 's support tor nomi
nat ion of the alps for wor ld heri tage 
l i s t i n g . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n h a s 
dona ted $100 to the Victor ian NPA 
fund to campa ign for the creat ion of 
a Victorian alpine national park. 

A G r e e n e r Fai r w a s he ld in 
Wes ton Park on 5 March and the 
N P A d isp lay - s ta f fed by Kev in 
Frawley, Nevi l le Esau , T im Wa lsh 
and Frank C lemen ts - focused on 
the wor ld her i tage nom ina t i on of 
the Austral ian alps. A free lucky dip 
b rough t in two new Assoc ia t i on 
m e m b e r s w h o w o n a year ' s f ree 
membersh ip in the draw. 

Summer in the alps 
T h e A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Foundat ion is p lann ing a fest ival at 
J i n d a b y n e on the Aus t ra l i a Day 
long w e e k e n d in 1990 a n d the 
Assoc ia t ion has ag reed to ass is t , 
probably wi th day wa lks and similar 
activit ies to promote appreciat ion of 
the natural her i tage of the alps. 

Victorian alps 
T h e P r e s i d e n t w r o t e to t h e 
V ic to r ian L ibera ls u rg ing t h e m to 
suppor t the A lp ine Park Bill in the 
Vic tor ian par l iament . No doubt this 
let ter t i pped the b a l a n c e as the 
Liberals dec ided to support the Bill 
(see page 18). 

Envi ronment 
Subcommit tee 
The E n v i r o n m e n t S u b c o m m i t t e e 

met on 27 Apr i l and reso lved lo 
meet regular ly. This is an informal 
commi l t ee and of fers an oppor tu 
nity for anyone to get invo lved in 
some way , whether wr i t ing a letter 
or joining a small group to comment 
on an env i ronmenta l impact state
ment or a draft p lan o l m a n a g e 
ment The subcommi t tee covers a 
b r o a d he ld and m e m b e r s have 
exp ressed interest in spec ia l is ing 
in a numbe r of a reas S e e the 
report on page 23. 

Tharwa Sands 
Kevin Frawley and T im Walsh have 
inspec ted the site of a p r o p o s e d 
expans ion of Tharwa S a n d s ' red-
gravel quarry near the Ginn inder ra 
Falls tourist site. As reported in the 
last Bulletin, a letter has been sent 
to the Yar row lumla Shire Counc i l 
s u g g e s t i n g that t he p r o p o s e d 
e x t e n s i o n s e e m s to c r o s s the 
boundary of the dec la red scen ic 
area under the local gove rnmen t 
env i ronment p lan. 

Nature appreciat ion 
course 
T h e P u b l i c i t y a n d E d u c a t i o n 
Subcommi t tee has prepared a pro
posa l for a na tu re app rec ia t i on 
course to be c o n d u c t e d by the 
Cen t re for Con t i nu ing Educa t ion 
a n d the A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l 
Universi ty. An adver t isement for a 
cou rse c o o r d i n a t o r a p p e a r s on 
page 17. 

Conservation Council 
environment policy 
The C o m m i t t e e is p r e p a r i n g a 
r e s p o n s e to t he C o n s e r v a t i o n 
C o u n c i l s Policy statement on ACT 
environment issues . This d o c u 
ment will be used to lobby the mini
s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
env i ronmen t and o ther m e m b e r s 
of the new ACT Assembly 

J u l i a T r a i n o r 

The N a m a d g i S u b c o m m i t t e e is 
gather ing mater ia l on the history of 
the declarat ion of Namadg i National 
Park. The s u b c o m m i t t e e is a lso 
cons ider ing prepar ing a booklet on 
the nat ional park 's history S e e t h e 
article on page 3. 

To c o m p l e m e n t the recent ly 
re leased Yerrabi t rack b rochure , a 
j o i n t N P A / A C T P a r k s a n d 
Conse rva t i on Serv ice p roduc t ion , 
the A s s o c i a t i o n is p r e p a r i n g a 
s e c o n d b r o c h u r e on the natura l 
history o l B o b o y a n Trig area. The 
new b r o c h u r e wi l l p rov ide more 
in lormat ion on the birds, plants and 
geology of the area and will be tar
ge ted at t rack users w h o require 
more detai l than that p rov ided in 
the track brochure. 

At a recent meet ing ol the sub
c o m m i t t e e Ian G a r v e n f r om the 
pa rks a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n serv ice 
answered member ' s ques t ions on 
issues relating to Namadg i National 
Park. F r o m this mee t i ng it w a s 
resolved to rekindle an Associat ion 
pro jec t to u n d e r t a k e res to ra t ion 
wo rk on the Orrora l h o m e s t e a d 
This project had been stal led for a 
number of years . Other issues dis
c u s s e d at this meet ing wh ich are 
likely to be cons idered by Ihe sub
c o m m i t t e e in c o m i n g m o n t h s 
inc luded the gazet ta l ol the Lower 
Co t te r , B l u e G u m C r e e k , a n d 
Mount Tennant areas under appro
pr ia te l eg i s l a t i on , s u c h as the 
Nature Conservation Ordinance. 

N a m a d g i Subcommi t t ee meet
ings are h e l d on the s e c o n d 
T h u r s d a y every s e c o n d m o n t h 
The next meet ing will be at 7 .30pm 
o n 10 A u g u s t 1 9 8 9 A n y 
Assoc ia t ion member is we lcome to 
a t tend . For deta i ls of the venue 
con tac t the s u b c o m m i t t e e c o n 
venor , Phil ip Gatenby, on 543094 

P h i l i p G a t e n b y 

A report on the Environment 
Subcommittee appears on page 
23. 



Conservationists at the Reedy Creek camp form a circle of peace as a police helicopter flies overhead. 
Colour negative Fiona Brand, print Reg Alder. Below: Tantawangalo Creek. Photo Reg Alder. 

'Send us more people' 
Hundreds of conservation
ists have been arrested, and 
some gaoled, after protests 
in the Coolangubra and 
Tantawangalo forests of 
southeastern New South 
Wales. FIONA BRAND, who 
wrote this account, SHIRLEY 
LEWIS and REG ALDER 
went to see what was going 
on. 

T h e s o u n d of a he l icopter b reaks 
t h e q u i e t n e s s of m i d - m o r n i n g at 
the Reedy Creek c a m p . 'Make the 
peace s ign, ' a voice declares and a 
h u n d r e d p e o p l e d a s h in to t h e 
o p e n s p a c e s u r r o u n d e d by t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n tent , the c o o k h o u s e 
a n d t h e f i re shel ter . P e o p l e l ink 
h a n d s in a c i rc le , f aces u p t u r n e d , 
then at a s igna l c r o u c h d o w n and 
j u m p u p w i th a j o y o u s ye l l . T h u s a 
non -v io len t pos i t ive ac t ion is the 

a n s w e r to a threaten ing in t rus ion . 
T h e pol ice hel icopter has d o n e its 
patro l for the day . However , l i tt le 
d id w e k n o w the o u t c o m e of that 
f l ight . 

The South-East Forest Al l iance 
(SEFA) c a m p is a quietly busy place 
where a g roup of ded icated people 

o r g a n i s e n o n - v i o l e n t p r o t e s t s 
against the logg ing of areas w h i c h 
w e r e about to be dec lared national 
p a r k s jus t b e f o r e t h e last N e w 
South Wa les e lect ions. 

Incredib ly one of these a reas , 
the T a n t a w a n g a l o M o u n t a i n , is to 

continued next page 



Some of the 120 tents pitched at Reedy Creek on the weekend before Anzac Day. 
Below: Planning the next day's action while the billy boils. All photos Reg Alder. 

Send us more 
people ' 

continued from previous page 

be logged even i h o u g n it is the 
c a t c h m e n t f o r T a n t a w a n g a l o 
Creek , a sou rce ot water tor tne 
Bega valley. 

S E F A w e l c o m e s l ong - te rm or 
shor t - te rm c a m p e r s so that they 
can learn about what is happen ing 
in the fo res ts , see the need for 
p ro tec t ion of the o ld fo res ts and 
wi ld l i fe , and e x p e n d s o m e energy 
in act ion to save the forests f r om 
comp le te des t ruc t ion . 

Over publ ic ho l idays there is a 
great influx o l in te res ted peop le . 
Dur ing the Anzac w e e k e n d ove r 
200 peop le were in 120 tents and 
th ree c a m p e r v a n s . P e o p l e w h o 
w i s h e d lo jo in in pro tes t ac t ion 
w e r e i n s t r u c t e d in n o n - v i o l e n t 
act ion t N v A j or peaceiu i resistance 
( P R ) . O n e y o u n g m a n u n d e r 
ins t ruc t ion sa id that he had just 
c o m e to the c a m p to see what ail 
the publ ic i ty w a s about but s ince 
he had been spot l ight ing the night 
before and had seen greater g l id
ers, he knew he wan ted to save Ihe 
forests lor their sake. Another said 
he had wa lked on the Saturday into 

an area which had been clear fel led 
and it w a s so shock ing he wan ted 
to stop this 'stupid act ion ' . 

It is most reward ing to hear the 
tes t imony of peop le w h o were not 
total ly c o m m u t e d conservat ion is ts 
but have become commi t ted . 

I tie c a m p site is set in lovely 
bush land but the camp ing area has 
b e c o m e very sodden after 16 days 
of rain or dr izzle A cheer fu l volun 
teer cook and he lpers work ing in 
diff icult cond i t i ons p rov ide mea ls 
for $2 a day to resident campers. 

Most peop le at the c a m p are 
young peop le - s tudents on holi
days , peop le who work par t - t ime, 
o t h e r s w h o have t a k e n a n n u a l 
leave a n d o t h e r s t he re for the 
w e e k e n d s only. 

Many loca l res iden ts suppor t 
the cause and we met one young 
m a n (mar r i ed w i th two ch i ldren) 
who had cha ined h imse l l to log 
g ing equ ipmen t to de lay its use 
and to attract publ ic i ty. He and l ive 
o thers had been ar res ted. It is no 
light matter to volunteer lor protest 
work , as arrest by pol ice tor some 
peop le like nurses and teachers , 
can be the end of their careers. Yet 
despite this, brave people step for
w a r d and p ro les l against the log
g ing and w o o d c h i p p i n g of a reas 
wh ich are on the inter im list of the 



Register of the Nat ional Estate. 
There is a l ighter s ide. It is obv i 

o u s that there is a great c o m r a d e 
s h i p a m o n g s t t h e f o r e s t a l l iance 
p e o p l e . T h e y are gen t le p e o p l e , 
l iving a s imple life style, w i th i l legal 
d r u g s a n d a lcoho l b a n n e d . T h e y 
still en joy t h e m s e l v e s , as w a s wi t 
n e s s e d at t h e i r r e s p o n s e to a 
dance at Rocky Hall hall. 

T h e forest a l l iance needs more 
v o l u n t e e r s w i t h h o m e b a s e s in 
S y d n e y a n d C a n b e r r a a n d at t h e 
f o r e s t . T h e y n e e d y o u r s u p p o r t 

physical ly, morally, f inancial ly. How 
about it? 

P o s t s c r i p t 
A n d what w a s the o u t c o m e of that 
f l ight by the police hel icopter? The 
arrest of 42 people f r o m the c a m p 
w h o w e n t o n a Sunday b u s h wa lk 
into a sect ion of their nat ive land -
the C o o l a n g u b r a forest w h i c h has 
b e e n put out of b o u n d s to all but 
the loggers . W h a t w o u l d y o u d o if 
that w a s a prospect in your area, 
say Namadgi National Park? 

First take a shower or a bath, left, 
then head for the music, above. 
You might as well dance the night 
away for tomorrow you could be 
arrested. 
Below: Unsuspecting bushwalkers 
prepare for a Sunday morning 
stroll. The members of this menac
ing-looking group were charged 
and brought out of the forest in 
police vans. 



At first glance the 
management of 
Jerrabomberra Wetlands 
may not look like a great 
environmental issue. IAN 
FRASER explains why, on 
closer inspection, the 
wetlands are worth 
conservationists' support. 

Twen ty - l i ve yea rs ago there w a s 
the best reason for even the most 
in fo rmed env i ronmenta l i s t or b i rd
wa tche r not to have hea rd of Ihe 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a W e t l a n d s - they 
a idn i exist, u n Kelly 's Farm  catt le 
g razed, as they had for wel l over a 
h u n d r e d yea rs , ac ross the east -
west r idges of the ancient channe ls 
- the p a l a e o c h a n n e l s - ot the 
Molonglo as it meandered in its cur
rent b e d ac ross Ihe g rassy p la in 
be tween Mount P leasant and Red 
Hil l. Occasional ly the plains Hooded 
bul there w a s noth ing to retain the 
water 

Fi f teen k i lomet res d o w n s t r e a m , 
however , the d r e a m o l a Ch icago 
architect W 3 S about to c o m e to frui
t ion, 46 years after be ing commi t 
ted to paper. As the val ley c h a n g e d 
into Lake Bur ley Gr i f f in w i t h the 
c l os i ng of S c r i v e n e r D a m , l ew 

Latham's snipe. Drawings courtesy ot the 
ACT Parks and Conservation Service. 

wou ld have thought of the fi l l ing of 
the d is tant pa l aeochanne l s ly ing 
beyond the eastern end of the lake 
b e t w e e n t h e M o l o n g l o a n d 
Jer rabomberra Creek. 

w n i i e m o s t C a n o e r r a n s 
remained obl ivious to the format ion 
of a new c h a n n e l a n d m a r s h 
sys tem, one group of visi tors w a s 
qu ick to avai l t h e m s e l v e s of the 
benef i ts . Aust ra l ian waterb i rds are 
of necess i ty oppor tun is t ic wander 
ers and new feeding, breeding and 
refuge areas are soon d iscovered 
and co l on i sed by the seden ta r y 
spec ies and a d d e d to the v is i t ing 
list of the nomads and migrants. 

S ince the fi l l ing of the lake no 
less than 69 species of waterb i rds 
(and over 100 other spec ies) have 
been recorded in the area, many of 
t h e m b r e e d i n g . To the c a s u a l 
h u m a n observer - if i ndeed one 

can obse rve casual ly whi le avoid
ing the t rus t ra ted St i r l ing Mosses 
w h o hur t le the i r de l i ve ry t rucks 
a long Dairy Flat R o a d - the impres
sion is of a rather scruffy paddock 
wi tn unt idy ear tn pi les ana as me 
highl ight, perhaps , a g roup ot peli
cans on a muddy island in a pond 

A c loser look may not improve 
the impress ion ei ther: the p lace is 
i n fes ted w i t h w e e d s g r a z e d by 
ca t t le ; (he wa te rcou rses - of dubi 
ous qua l i ty due to the indust r ia l 
et f luent. heavy metal pol lut ion and 
rural runoff ups t ream - are wil low-
choked , the earth piles are reminis
cen t of a d u m p : r o a d s w i n d 
th roughout and a network of pow-
e r h n e s d o m i n a t e s the sky l i ne 
G u i l e I rank ly . y o u ' d have lo be a 
pretty ded ica ted birdo to s lop , if it 
were anywhere else. 

continued page 10 
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• V i s i t o r C e n t r e s i t e C y c l e p a t h 

A S o i l s t o c k p i l e s S e r v i c e r o a d to p o w e r l i n e s 

® Cormorant breeding site Gazetted alignments 
_ Area 1: Refuge - protection and habitat enhancement. 

J L V I Area 2: Limited access under controlled conditions. 
Area 3: Proposed withdrawal from lease. Bird viewing opportunities. 
Public access facilities to be developed. 

§fflH Access discouraged to protect bird viewing opportunities. 
1111111 Recreation. Barbeques north of Molonglo Reach. 



Jerrabomberra birdlands 
continued from page 8 

In those last five words is one o l 
the keys lo the p lace. It i s n ' t any
where e lse; it's right in the middle 
of a city of 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 peop le a n d 
thus provides a near -un ique natural 
c l a s s r o o m a n d b i rd o b s e r v a t o r y 
w i th in m inu tes ot a huge c o n c e n 
trat ion of people. 

Ano tne r key c a n oe seen by 
s t a n d i n g a t o p nea rDy M o u n t 
P leasan t (a pub l ic rese rve on ly 
access ib le via Dunt roon) and get
t ing a view of the area. Th is key is 
diversity. Across Dairy Flat Road are 
the deeper ponds of the Fyshwick 
sewerage t rea tment wo rks , r ich in 
nu t r ien ts . D iv ing ducks a n d f i l ter 
f e e d e r s ( i nc lud ing less c o m m o n 
spec ies such as p ink-eared ducks , 
shove lers , wh i te -eyed ducks , b lue-
bi l led d u c k s , va r ious g r e b e s a n d 
even the f a m e d f reck led duck) f ind 
their n iche there . Just wes t of the 
road are the reed -beds of Kel lys 
S w a m p shel ter ing s w a m p hens and 
o ther rai ls, reed wa rb le r s , g rass -
birds and c is t ico las; the mudf lats of 
the s w a m p attract var ious migratory 
waders and probers such as ibis, as 
w e l l a s s o m n o l e n t p e l i c a n s . 
B e y o n d Kel lys S w a m p the deepe r 
p e r m a n e n t w a t e r s o f 
Je r rabomber ra Pool and Mo long lo 
Reach , suppor t f ish breed ing areas 
a n d the f ish p reda to rs - co rmor 
ants , dar ters , pe l icans, herons and 
egrets - as wel l as sur iace- feed ing 
d u c k s , p l a t y p u s a n d w a t e r - r a t s . 
Reed- f ree b a n k s p rov ide s e c u r e 
rest ing areas for ducks and others. 
In the t rees a l ong the s t reams -
alas wi l lows - nest a n d roost cor
morant spec ies , da r te rs and night 

herons . And a long the lake edge 
the f ingers of the pa laeochanne ls 

c a l l e d ' J e r r a b o m b e r r a 
Backwaters ' in the A C T Parks and 
Conserva t ion Serv ice 's draft man
agement p lan - p rov ide the most 
varied and valuable habitat of all. As 
wel l as o p e n water and reed-beds 
they prov ide rich marsh lands and 
wet g rass lands w h i c h are re fuge 
and food source for a variety of ibis, 
herons, egrets, large and small plo
vers, and migratory waders inc lud
ing the u n c o m m o n Latham's snipe. 
This snipe, a long wi th var ious other 
sma l l w a d e r s , is the sub jec t of 
a g r e e m e n t s on m ig ra to r y b i rds 
be tween Austral ia and bo lh J a p a n 
and China. An international stage! 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y i t 's b e c o m e a 
pre t ty c r o w d e d s t a g e ove r the 
years, its convers ion to cow pas
ture has been so success tu l that 
the retent ion ot stock has become 
necessary , or at least conven ient , 
to keep the grass to a manageab le 
height. Against this is ba lanced the 
p e r c e i v e d bene f i t in t he c o w s 
de te r r i ng the i a i n t - h e a n e d i r o m 
bird refuge areas but this is, to say 
the leas t , a l i t t l e -used too l in 
reserve management . 

The electr ici ty lines that fes toon 
the site (no less than f ive) are a 
hazard to b i rds and no aesthet ic 
benef i t either. ACT Electr ici ty a n d 
Water (ACTEW) did paint the latest 
addi t ion - the mass ive 132-ki lovolt 
poles - green, but that w a s the limit 
of their env i ronmenta l en thus iasm. 
Severa l years after comple t ion , the 
mass ive ear th dumps that we re to 
p r o v i d e g r a s s - c o v e r e d f l o o d -
protect ion m o u n d s at the base of 
the po les still adorn the Molong lo 
R i v e r / D a i r y Flat R o a d c o r n e r . 
Meant ime, the poles are at risk f rom 
a major f lood, the dumps are erod
ing away (albeit all too s lowly) , a 
h igh-qual i ty access road must be 
main ta ined through the bird refuge 
a rea and a po ten t ia l l y v a l u a b l e 
re fuge is land in Mo long lo R e a c h 
must be j o ined to the land by a 
c a u s e w a y , a l l o w i n g p r e d a t o r 
access. 

The predators - foxes, cats and 
dogs - are a ser ious p rob lem that 
can only be resolved by fencing all 
n o n - w a t e r f r o n t a g e s . M e a n w h i l e 
i s l a n d s a r e v a l u a b l e r e f u g e s . 
Rabbi ts and espec ia l ly hares are 
p rob lems for replant ing programs. 

Another major restr ict ion is the 
proximi ty ot the airport - birds and 
p lanes are incompat ib le . One may 
wel l observe that an airport built in a 
f o g - b o u n d I r o s t - h o l l o w w i t h an 
emergency flight path over a hospi
tal cou ld be m o v e d to everyone 's 
benef i t , but th is is hardly likely to 
a p p e a l to the T reasu ry . F igures 
I r om the dra l t m a n a g e m e n t p lan 
s h o w that of 149 repo r ted b i rd 
s t r ikes f r o m 1969 to 1987 , only 
lour un tonuna ie ducks c a m e t rom 
the J e r r a b o m o e r r a W e t l a n d s ; 
nonetheless mere is a Dianket mor
a tor ium on any wo rks wn icn wou ld 
e n c o u r a g e b i rd n u m b e r s in the 
wet lands. 

All in all this is a rather d iscou
rag ing s c e n a r i o for a w o u l d - b e 
rese rve m a n a g e r , even ignor ing 
the p roposa l s w h i c n nave ta i led , 
s u c h as a N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l 
Deve lopment Commiss ion (NCDC) 
p lan lo run a bicycle track along the 
p o w e r l i n e l e v e e t h r o u g h the 
refuge area - apparent ly one com
miss ioner reasoned that s ince all 
g reen ies r ide b icyc les this wou ld 
w in us over lo the power line. Wel l , 
w e weren ' t bought that cheap ly , 
but the power l ine went in anyway. 
M e a n t i m e , r u m o u r s of deve lop 
ment on the waler t ront at Kingston 
- t h e l a s t p r o p o s a l w a s 
D isneyesque - still abound . 

Despi te all th is , the A C T Parks 
and Conserva t ion Serv ice remains 
reso lved to m a n a g e the wet lands 
wi th the dual object ives of preserv
ing its natura l va lues and interpret
ing t h e m to the publ ic. To that end 
a subcommi t tee of the A C T Parks 
a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Commi t t ee w a s c o n v e n e d to pro
vide deta i led input to a draft man
agemen t p lan. The subcommi t t ee 
drew its membersh ip f rom the ACT 
Schoo l s Author i ty , t he Aus t ra l ian 



Eroding 
the west 

N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y F a c u l t y of 
S c i e n c e , C a n b e r r a Orn i tho log is ts 
Group , the Conservat ion Counci l of 
C a n b e r r a a n d t h e S o u t h - E a s t 
R e g i o n , t h e C S I R O D i v i s i o n of 
Wi ld l i fe a n d E c o l o g y , t h e N C D C 
a n d the tourist industry. At the end 
of 1988 a draft m a n a g e m e n t p lan 
w a s re leased . Publ ic c o m m e n t o n 
this plan has now c losed but it m a y 
sti l l b e consu l ted at t h e N P A off ice 
or the Env i ronment Centre . 

T h e most essent ia l e lement of 
the wet lands ' protect ion is gazetta l 
u n d e r t h e A C T Nature 
Conservation Ordinance 1980. It is 
not too late to press for that , qui te 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y of t h e de ta i l of t h e 
management p lan . A crucia l part of 
tha t de ta i l is t h e d e c l a r a t i o n of 
re fuge a r e a s w i t h v e r y res t r ic ted 
access a l o n g t h e w e s t e r n e n d of 
t h e w e t l a n d s a r o u n d t h e b a c k w a 
t e r s . T h i s is to p ro tec t L a t h a m ' s 
snipe and to prov ide breed ing and 
re t reat a r e a s f o r o t h e r s p e c i e s . 
Boats wi l l be kept out as we l l as 
land intruders. 

Educa t iona l fac i l i t ies are to be 
b a s e d in t h e f irst ins tance on an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n c e n t r e s o u t h of 
Je r rabomber ra Pool , off Mundar ing 
Drive. (Dairy Fiat Road wil l become 
a cu l -de -sac o n c o m p l e t i o n of the 
Eastern Parkway) . A c l a s s r o o m wil l 
be i n c l u d e d in th is in te rpre ta t ion 
centre or built on Dairy Flat Road. 

T h e on ly ca tch is that there are 
no resources to p r o d u c e and exe
cute t h e f ina l m a n a g e m e n t p l a n ; 
nor are t h e r e r e s o u r c e s f o r t h e 
M u r r u m b i d g e e c o r r i d o r m a n a g e 
ment p l a n , nor t h e P a d d y s River 
m a n a g e m e n t p l a n , n o r t h e 
Canberra Nature Park management 

plan, nor . . . This is a ludicrous situa
t ion and one o n w h i c h N P A m e m 
bers m a y care to voice an op in ion 
to the n e w g o v e r n m e n t , e i ther as 
ind iv idua ls or co l lec t ive ly , a l o n g 
w i th the quest ion of gazettal under 
t h e Nature Conservation 
Ordinance. 

Meanwhi le , take the t ime , and a 
pair of b inoculars, and visit the wet
l a n d s . F r o m t h e c a r p a r k o n t h e 
north side of Dairy Flat Road , c u n 
ningly sited o n a nasty bend , fo l low 
the track to Kellys S w a m p hide and 
a c r o s s to J e r r a b o m b e r r a P o o l . 
A c r o s s t h e road , visit t h e s e w a g e 
ponds , after in forming the A C T E W 
of f ice o n t h e s i te . Fur ther nor th 
a long the road g o in past the soil 
d u m p s to v i e w M o l o n g l o R e a c h 
and the shal low Shoveler Pool . 

D o n ' t c o m p a r e t h e 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a W e t l a n d s w i t h t h e 
M a c q u a r i e M a r s h e s o r t h e f l o o d -
p la ins of K a k a d u Nat iona l Park . 
C o m p a r e t h e m rather to t h e subur 
ban or industrial sprawl such a c e n 
tral site w o u l d be in most c i t ies. I 
t h i n k t h e y are w o r t h a bi t of 
s u p p o r t . 

Ian Fraser is joint co-ordinator of 
the Canberra and South-East 
Region Environment Centre. 
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T h e w e s t e r n d iv is ion of New South 
Wa les , w h i c h e n c o m p a s s e s 41 per 
cent of t h e state , is a vast area of 
low rainfal l count ry vege ta ted w i th 
sp in i fex , s a l t b u s h , mi tchel l g r a s s , 
acacia and eucalypt wood lands . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s h a v e l o n g 
b e e n c o n c e r n e d at t h e ra te of 
c l e a r i n g f o r c r o p p i n g o r i m p r o v e 
m e n t of na t ive p a s t u r e s . In May 
1 9 8 8 t h e W e s t e r n L a n d s 
C o m m i s s i o n r e f u s e d a n y f u r t h e r 
c l e a r i n g l i c e n c e s in t h e Mur ray -
Dar l ing G e o l o g i c a l B a s i n , that is , 
s o u t h of the B r o k e n Hil l ra i lway, 
p e n d i n g c o m p l e t i o n of a research 
s t u d y . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s d e c i s i o n 
d o e s not a p p l y t o t h e Fores t ry 
C o m m i s s i o n w h i c h o w n s all t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l t i m b e r in t h e w e s t e r n 
d i v i s i o n . T h e C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n 
has s ta ted that i m m e d i a t e act ion 
s h o u l d be t a k e n to s t o p the l o g 
g i n g of r iver red g u m s o n lessees' 
p roper t i es . 

T h e W e s t e r n L a n d s 
C o m m i s s i o n has a pol icy of educa
t ion and persuas ion in deal ing wi th 
i ts 1700 l e s s e e s . T h e u l t i m a t e 
sanc t ion of for fe i ture of the lease 
has never been u s e d a n d destock-
ing orders are rare. 

Another major p rob lem in part of 
the W e s t e r n Divis ion is the spread 
of ined ib le na t ive s h r u b s k n o w n 
l o c a l l y a s ' w o o d y w e e d s ' . 
E n c r o a c h i n g h o p b u s h , tu rpen t ine , 
b u d d a , p u r i t y b u s h a n d s e v e r a l 
others f o r m dense stands w h i c h kill 
off al l g r o u n d cover and ruin semi -
arid grazing lands. 

T h e w o r s t e n v i r o n m e n t a l prob
lem in the west of the state is sal inity
. T h e d i s p e r s a l o f s a l i n e 
g r o u n d w a t e r is c a u s i n g d e g r a d a 
t ion of large areas adjacent to the 
Murray River. It is clear that irrigation 
pract ices should c h a n g e in order to 
m a k e m o r e eff ic ient use of water 
a n d t rea tment of i r r igat ion w a s t e 
water. 
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Resource assessment: 
boon or burden 
In out l in ing a ser ies of new pr inci 
ples to apply in future conserva t ion 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t d e c i s i o n s , t h e 
P r ime M i n i s t e r , B o b H a w k e , in 
N o v e m b e r 1988 a n n o u n c e d the 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s in tent ion lo es tab 
l ish a resource a s s e s s m e n t c o m 
m i s s i o n . T h i s w i l l b e a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t b o d y to inquire into 
major, complex land-use dec is ions 
r e f e r r e d to it by the A u s t r a l i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t . 

It is in tended that the c o m m i s 
s i o n e r s for e a c h inqu i ry wi l l be 
a p p o i n t e d by the g o v e r n m e n t on 
t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n S c i e n c e a n d 
T e c h n o l o g y C o u n c i l a n d t h e 
Industries Ass is tance C o m m i s s i o n , 
ana that the c o m m i s s i o n will d raw 
on tne r e s o u r c e s ot g o v e r n m e n t 
depar tments a n d agenc ies and on 
o t h e r a p p r o p r i a t e s p e c i a l i s t s 
Hear ings wil l be publ ic and oppor
tuni ty wi l l be p r o v i d e d for inter
e s t e d par t i es to g i v e e v i d e n c e 
before the c o m m i s s i o n . Transcripts 
will be avai lable and draft and final 
r e p o r t s w i l l be p u b l i s h e d . A n y 
act ion or dec is ions f lowing f rom an 
inquiry wil l be mat ters for the gov
ernment . At the t ime of wr i t ing leg
is lat ion to es tab l ish the R e s o u r c e 
A s s e s s m e n t C o m m i s s i o n w a s 
e x p e c t e d to be i n t r o d u c e d dur ing 
the current par l iamentary session. 

Conf ident that their s tandpo in t 
o n m a j o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s 
w o u l d be v i n d i c a t e d by r a t i o n a l , 
unbiased invest igat ion based on all 
re levant v a l u e s , c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
cou ld be expec ted to w e l c o m e the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the c o m m i s s i o n 
as a m e c h a n i s m by w h i c h these 
p r o c e s s e s c o u l d proper ly be car
r ied t h r o u g h . H o w e v e r there are 
c o n c e r n s that inqu i r i es m a y not 
a d e q u a t e l y ref lect e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
v i e w p o i n t s a n d if this were to be 
the case the ex is tence of a c o m 
m i s s i o n report , rather than assist 
r e s o l u t i o n o l the i s s u e s , w o u l d 
make a d v a n c e m e n t of Ihe conser
vat ion stance even more difficult. 

Crucial to this issue is the pro
cess of select ion of commiss ioners 
for each inquiry. It is important that 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l v a l u e s be a d e 
quately observed in the determina
t ion of the appropr ia teness of the 
persons be ing c o n s i d e r e d to c o n 
duct an inqui ry . In the se lec t ion 
process the advice prov ided to the 
relevant minister will clearly be very 
signif icant and it is important that 
this advice takes full account of the 
c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
credent ia ls of possible appointees. 
A b o v e all, the c o m m i s s i o n has to 
es tab l ish its credibi l i ty so that its 
f ind ings have h igh s t a n d i n g a n d 
are b e y o n d chal lenge in the areas 
of competency and objectivi ty. The 
shadow of the He lsham inquiry into 
Tasmania s torests is long indeed. 

A further c o n c e r n lor env i ron 
mental and heritage groups is how 
they are to prov ide the resources 
needed to prepare adequate ly the 
s u b m i s s i o n s to be p laced before 
any inquiry . No t ing that it is the 
in ten t ion for the c o m m i s s i o n to 
cons ider only major a n d complex 
land use issues, the ident i f icat ion 
and deve lopmen l of the conserva
t i o n v a l u e s i n v o l v e d c o u l d be 
expec ted to be diff icult and spe 
cial ised - a formidable task requir
i n g s u b s t a n t i a l r e s o u r c e s for 
r e s e a r c h , i n v e s t i g a t i o n , c o m p i l a 
t i o n a n d p r e s e n t a t i o n . 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d h e r i t a g e 
g r o u p s have g r o u n d s for c o n c e r n 
that they may be less a d v a n t a 
geously p laced in this regard than 
the p ro tagon is ts of o ther va lues 
s u c h as r e s o u r c e d e v e l o p m e n t 
and shor t - te rm e c o n o m i c ga ins . It 
m a y be tha t t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
i n t e n d s to m a k e p r o v i s i o n to 
redress any imbalance which could 
occur in this way. It is to be h o p e d 
so, otherwise the value of the f ind
ings of an inquiry c o u l d be ser i 
ously impaired. 

T h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
R e s o u r c e A s s e s s m e n t 
C o m m i s s i o n offers the prospect of 

m a c h i n e r y w h i c h w i l l a l l o w 
Austral ia, f rom a national viewpoint, 
to d e v e l o p a da ta base on vital 
land-use issues f rom which rational 
decis ions may be taken, based on 
a knowledge of all relevant values 
b o t h s h o r t a n d l o n g t e r m . 
However , if this process is to c o n 
t r ibute to the reso lu t ion ot these 
issues, it is essential that the c o m 
miss ion has credibi l i ty and that its 
machinery and processes are free 
of ser ious f laws. Shou ld u n s o u n d 
c o n c l u s i o n s be r e a c h e d , t h e 
au thor i ty w h i c h the c o m m i s s i o n 
cou ld be expec ted to attain would 
make their rect i f icat ion even more 
diff icult . S y d

 C o m f o r t 

IV 
A n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n i e r e n c e 
about polit ics and the envi ron
ment, cal led Ecopolit ics IV, is lo 
be he ld at the Univers i ty ol 
A d e l a i d e f r o m 21 to 24 
September . T h e m e s to be cov
e r e d at t h e c o n f e r e n c e 
inc lude : 
- a sustainable economy 
• technology , society and Ihe 
e n v i r o n m e n t 
• the polit ics of reform 
• educat ion 
• ph i losophy 
• a id, ind igenous peoples and 
the env i ronment 
• u rban env i ronment 
• arid lands 
• tour ism and national parks 
• w o m e n and the environment . 

For in format ion , contact the 
G r a d u a t e C e n t r e f o r 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l S t u d i e s , t h e 
Un ivers i ty of A d e l a i d e , G P O 
Box 498 , Ade la ide SA 5 0 0 1 . 
Te lephone (08) 228 5835 . 
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2 S e p t e m b e r - S a t u r d a y Walk (1/A) 
Square Rock Ref: Cor in Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Ol ive B u c k m a n 48 8774 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 9am. A pleasant 8km walk, on 
tracks, through a variety of scenery, to a fascinating rock forma
tion with wide views. A climb of 270 metres. Approximately 5 
hour trip including lunch and exploration. 80 km drive. 

3 S e p t e m b e r - S u n d a y Walk (3/A) 
Mt Coree Ref: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Phyl Goddard 54 8279 
Meet at the comer of Eucumbene Drive and the Cotter Rd at 
8.30 am. A 17 km walk from Blundell's Flat up Mt Coree. A 600 
metre climb along fire trails for excellent views of Canberra and 
the Brindabella Range. Bring warm clothing for a possibly bleak 
lunch hour at the summit. Returning along Pabrals Road Fire 
Trail. 80 km drive. 

9/10 S e p t e m b e r - P a c k Walk (2/B/C) 
Folly Point Ref: CMW Budawangs 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk in the 
northern Budawangs. Excellent views over the Clyde River 
Gorge. 300 km drive. 

9 S e p t e m b e r - S a t u r d a y Walk (1 /A/B) 
Blue G u m Creek L o o k o u t Rock 
Ref: Cor ln Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Lyle Mark 86 2801 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 9.00 am. A 9 km walk across 
Brumby Flats from the Corin Dam Road to Lookout Rock at refer
ence 784648, with views over Blue Gum Creek Gorge to Can
berra. 90 km drive. 

16/17 S e p t e m b e r - P a c k Walk (2/B) 
Murramarang NP Ref: Klaloa 1:25 000 
Leader: Den Robin 81 4837 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A gentle walk in the 
northern section of Murramarang National Park visiting Depot 
Beach, Pebbly Beach and Durras Mountain. Possibly the first 
swim of the seasonl Limited Numbers. 320 km drive. 

16 S e p t e m b e r - S a t u r d a y Walk (3 /A/B) 
Mt Tennant Ref: WUIIamsdale 1:25 000 
Leader: Char les HIM 95 8924 
Meet in Kett St next to the Kambah Village Shops at 8.15 am. A 
16 km walk on a pleasant earth access road to a fire spotting tow
er with excellent views. A total climb of 750 metres. Optional re
turn partly down the ridge through open forest. 70 km drive. 

17 S e p t e m b e r - S u n d a y Walk (4/A/D/E) 
T idb inb i l l a Range Ref: T idb inb i l la 1:25 000 
Leader: Phi l ip Gatenby 54 3094 

Note: Not for beginners. Contact leader by Friday. A long walk 
in the Tidbinbilla Range, including Tidbinbilla Peak, the Pim
ple, Tidbinbilla Mountain and Mt Domain. An overall climb of 
nearly 1200 metres. Will require an early start. 100 km drive. 

23 S e p t e m b e r - S a t u r d a y Walk (3 /A/B) 
Bu l len Range / Mur rumbidgee River 
Ref: Cotter 1:25 000 
Leader: Syd Comfor t 86 2578 
Meet at the corner of t ie Cotter Road and Eucumbene Drive at 
8.30 am. A 15 km walk involving a 120 metre climb to the ridge 
then along the ridge to the trig station with good views of the 
Paddy's and Murrumbidgee Rivers and surrounds. A 220 me
tre decent to the river and return over the range. A short car 
shuffle involved. 20 km drive. 

24 S e p t e m b e r - S u n d a y Walk (3 /A/D/E) 
Mt Gudgenby Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Nevi l le Esau 86 4176 
Meet at the Gudgenby Bridge at 8.00 am. An 18 km walk with 
excellent views. A total climb of 700 metres. 

27 S e p t e m b e r - W e d n e s d a y Walk (2/A) 
Isaac Ridge Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Syd Comfor t 86 2578 
Meet at 87 Shackleton Circuit Mawson at 9.00 am. A 11km walk 
with extensive views of Canberra. The walk is mainly on tracks 
and involves two 120 metre ascents.The walk takes in three 
sections of the Canberra Nature Park, Isaac Ridge, Wanniassa 
Hills and Farrer Ridge. 

Points to note 
New faces to lead, new places to go. Please help keep our out
ings program alive by volunteering to lead a walk occasionally. 
Telephone the walks convenor, Steven Forst, on 516817 (h). 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Associa
tion of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such 
accept sole responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred 
and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers 
and appointed leaders are absolved from any liability in respect 
of any injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such 
outing. 

The Committee suggests a donation of FIVE cents per kilo
metre (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each 
passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted 
in the program are the approximate distances for return 
journeys. 

Outings program 
July to September 1989 

Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping 

requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY 
WEDNESDAY. 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles 
taken to site can be used for camping. BOOK 
EARLY WITH LEADER. 

Other activities include nature rambles, environmental and 
field guide studies and ski tours. 

Walks gradings 
Distance grading (per day) 
1 - up to 10 km 
2 - 1 0 km to 15 km 
3 - 1 5 km to 20 km 
4-above 20 km. 

Terrain grading 
A - Road, firetrail, track 
B - Open forest 
C - Light scrub 
D - Patches of thick scrub, regrowth 
E - Rock scrambling 
F - Exploratory. 
The walks program contains additional information. If necessary, 
contact the leader. 

30 September / 2 October-Canoe trip (2/A) 
Shoalhaven River Ref: Braidwood 1:100 000 
Leader: Chris Bellamy 49 7167 
Contact leader by Monday 25 September for details. A canoe 
trip from the Warn Bridge near Braidwood to Oallen Ford, sub
ject to water levels. River grade 1, 2. Car based camping over
night. BYO canoe or rent one. Suit beginners, f 50 km drive. 



1 J u l y - S a t u r d a y Walk (3/D/E) 
Cot ter Gap/Mt Orrora l Ref: Cor ln Dam 1:25 000 

Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader : Phi l ip Gatenby 54 3094 
Note: Not for beginners. Contact leader by Thursday for details 
of this walk in Namadgi National Park. The plan is to walk to Cot
ter Gap and then explore some of the rock outcrops arround Mt 
Orroral, Return via Nursery Creek. Total climb of about 800 me
tres. A short car shuffle is intended. 100 km drive. 

9 J u l y - S u n d a y Walk (2/A/B) 
G o o g o n g Reservoi r Ref: Capta ins Flat 1:25 000 
Leader : Peter Roe 91 9535 
Meet at Woolworths car park Oueanbeyan at 8.30 am. A 12km 
walk through London Bridge to Curleys Falls and into Compo 
Canyon walking on some fire trails then back to the cars via Lon
don Bridge. 50 km drive. 

13 J u l y - T h u r s d a y Walk (3/A/B) 
Sawpl t Creek Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
Meet at Kambah Village Shopping Centre at 8.30 am. Please 
contact leader by 12 July. A 16 km return walk from the car park 
at Orroral Valley Tracking Station on fire trail and bridle track to
wards Cotter Gap.BO km drive. 

13 J u l y - T h u r s d a y Sub-commi t tee meet ing 
W a l k s p r o g r a m for October to December 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 H 562426 W 
This meeting is to be held at Beverley Hammond's place, 21 
Hyndes Crescent Holder, from 7.30 pm. The contents of the 
next outings program will be discussed, along with any other 
business. All welcome. 

15/16 J u l y - S k i Day (1/A) 
B e g i n n e r s Ski Day Ref Perisher Ski Tour ing Map 
L e a d e r s : Steven Fors t /N ick G a s c o i g n e 
51 6817 H 56 2426 W/51 5550 H 
Contact leaders early for details. This day trip is an easy intro
duction to cross country skiing both for the beginner and for 
those looking for an easy refresher at the beginning of the sea
son. Beginners please contact the leaders early so that some 
notes on snow survival can be sent out. Numbers limited. Sub
ject to postponement or cancellation depending on snow and 
weather conditions. 400 km drive. 

22 J u l y - S a t u r d a y Ski Tour (2 /A) 
K i n g s C r o s s Road Ref: Cabramurra 1:25 000 
Leader: Dugald Munro 31 8776 
Phone leader for defails of this ski day. An easy 12km trip along 
the Kings Cross Road from Mt Selwyn towards Cabramurra and 
back. Very easy grades. Suitable for all except absolute begin
ners. Numbers limited. 400 km drive 

23 J u l y - S u n d a y Walk (4/A/D) 
Rock Flats Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops car park at 8.30. A longer walk 
half on fire trails and half through bush. The walk includes two 
steep climbs of about 200 metres each. There are some patches 
of rough bush to traverse. 80 km drive. 

29/30 J u l y - S k i Camp Weekend(2 /B) 
Island Bend Ref: Kosc iusko 1:50 000 
Leader: Garth A b e r c r o m b l e 81 4907 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. Day tours from Guthe-
ga with an overnight car camp below the snowline at Island 
Bend. Exact details of trips will depend on snow and weather 
conditions. Numbers limited. 450 km drive. 

29/30 J u l y - W e e k e n d Walk (2 /A/B) 
Southeast Fores ts 
Ref: Eden State Forest 1:125 000 
Leader: Shir ley Lewis 95 2720 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A walk in the Tantaw
angalo Forest with a base camp at Reedy Creek to see the 
beautiful forests threatened with destruction. The program will 
depend upon the situation in the forest at the time. Numbers lim
ited NPA Members only. 550 km drive. 

5 A u g u s t - S a t u r d a y Ski (2/A) 
Three Mile Dam and Reeds Hill 
Ref: Cabramurra 1:25 000 
Leader: Nevi l le Esau 86 4176 
Contact leader by Wednesday as numbers are limited and ve
nue may vary with weather and snow conditions. An easy day 
ski tour of approximately 10 - 12 km. This outing should be suit
able for less experienced skiers but is not meant for beginners 
350 km drive. 

6 A u g u s t - S u n d a y Walk (1/A) 
G o o g o n g Reservoir / Hell Hole 
Ref: H o s k i n s t o w n 1:25 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Meet at the Woolworths car park Oueanbeyan at 8.30 am. A 10 
km walk to Hell Hole on Bradleys Creek. Some good climbs to 
panoramic views of Canberra and Oueanbeyan. 25 km drive. 

8 A u g u s t - T u e s d a y Walk (1/A/B) 
H o n e y s u c k l e Creek area 

Ref: Cor ln Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Shir ley Lewis 95 2720 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 9.30 am. A 10 km walk in the 
Honeysuckle creek area on tracks and in open forest. Contact 
leader for further details 100 km drive. 

12/13 A u g u s t - S k i Camp (2/A) 
Broken Dam Hut 
Ref: Mt Se lwyn Ski Tour ing Map 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 H 56 2426 W 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A weekend ski tour 
camping in or at Broken Dam Hut (above the snowline hopeful
ly). Good views from Tabletop Mountain.The route from Mt 
Selwyn and return is fairly easy and would be okay for those 
who have never carried a full pack on skis before. Snowshoe 
users will also be considered. Numbers limited. Subject to can
cellation due to weather or snow conditions. 400 km drive. 

13 A u g u s t - S u n d a y Walk (1/A/E) 
Mt Palerang Ref: B r a i d w o o d 1:100 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station at 8.30 am. A 6km walk along a 
forest road and back over a prominent rocky ridge. Good views 
over the Clyde Mountain and Braidwood area. 240 metre climb. 
100 km drive. 

19 A u g u s t - S a t u r d a y Walk (4/C/F) 
Booth Range Ref: Col inton 1:25 000 

Michelago 1:25 000 
Leader ; PhUip Gatenby 54 3094 
Note: Not for beginners. Contact leader by Thursday. An ex
ploratory walk in the Booth Range Area. Overall climb of 700 
metres. May involve a car shuffle. 110 km drive. 

20 A u g u s t - S u n d a y Walk (2/C) 
Nursery Hi l l f r o m Or ro ra l Val ley 
Ref: R e n d e z v o u s Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Graham Gut t r idge  31 4330H 45 1618W 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8.15 am. A 13 km walk mainly 
on tracks to Nursery Swamp then through about 2 km of bush 
up to the peak which has a very rewarding view. A climb of 350 
metres and some bush bashing is involved. The return journey 
may be through medium density bush. 100 km drive. 

26 A u g u s t - S a t u r d a y Walk (2/A) 
Shoalhaven Gorge Ref: ? 
Leader: Steven Forst 56 2426 W 516817 H 
Meet just past the Dickson Traffic lights on Northbourne Ave at 
8.30 am. A 12 km walk into the Shoalhaven Gorge near Talong. 
Most of this walk involves climbing either up or down. Great 
views and not a walk for those with a fear of heights. Total climb 
680 metres. Lunch on the river 260 km drive. 

27 A u g u s t - S u n d a y M o r n i n g Walk (1/A) 
Urlarra Cross ing Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Bever ley H a m m o n d 88 6577 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and the Cotter Rd at 
9.00 am. A 6 km morning walk along the river from Uriarra Cross
ing. Bring morning tea and binoculars. 30 km drive. 



How giardia affects bushwalkers 
Giard ia is a m i c r o s c o p i c paras i te 
tha t l ives a n d f e e d s in t h e u p p e r 
in tes t ine . It p r o d u c e s e n o r m o u s 
numbers of cysts w h i c h are shed in 
t h e f a e c e s . T h e c y s t s a r e 
e x t r e m e l y in fec t ive a n d t h e d i s 
ease g iard ias is is most of ten c o n 
t r a c t e d by h a n d t o m o u t h . F o o d 
a n d w a t e r m a y b e c o m e c o n t a m i 
n a t e d u n d e r c o n d i t i o n s of p o o r 
hygiene and sanitary pract ices. 

T h e d i s e a s e is a d e b i l i t a t i n g 
o n e c a u s i n g d i a r r h o e a , f a t i g u e , 
d e h y d r a t i o n , m a l a b s o r p t i o n of 
f o o d , w e i g h t l o s s , c r a m p s a n d 
abdomina l pa ins . It is not life threa
t e n i n g . W h a t e lse c o u l d t h e r e be 
y o u might ask to m a k e y o u f e e l 
wre tched? Giardia takes about four 
d a y s to m a k e t h e v i c t i m u n h a p p y 
and many doctors prefer to wai t t en 
d a y s before t reat ing g iard ia as t h e 
c a u s e of t h e g a s t r o e n t e r i t i s a n d 
diarrhoea. 

Giardiasis is difficult to diagnose 
by c l in ica l m e t h o d s a n d t h e on ly 
certain method is by withdrawal of a 
s p e c i m e n f r o m t h e i n t e s t i n e o r 
m i c r o s c o p i c e x a m i n a t i o n of a 
f a e c e s s a m p l e . Few labora tor ies 
are e q u i p p e d f o r s u c h e x a m i n a 
t i o n s b u t t e c h n i q u e s s u c h as 
i m m u n o f l u o r e s c e n c e a re b e i n g 
d e v e l o p e d to m a k e ident i f i ca t ion 
more cer ta in . A negat ive f ind ing in 
a faeces examina t ion m a y not be 
conc lus ive as the cysts are s h e d 
intermittently and m a y not be in the 
sample . 

Drugs u s e d in t h e t rea tment of 
giardia are met ron idazo le (Flagyl) , 
t inadazole (Fasigyn) , fo roxone a n d 
f u r a z o l o d o n e . R e p e a t e d d o s e s 
may be necessary if t h e first is not 
e f f e c t i v e o r if t h e r e is a re 
o c c u r r e n c e . 

Giardiasis is not a n e w d isease 
a n d o u t b r e a k s o c c u r r e g u l a r l y . 
Most ly it is a d isease of t h e y o u n g 
a n d persons in contact w i th t h e m . 
T h e curve of infect ion fal ls off rap
idly after the ages of 4 to 5 as chi l 
d r e n l e a r n m o r e a b o u t h y g i e n e , 
but it r ises a m o n g m o t h e r s w i t h 
young chi ldren. It is rare a m o n g the 
a g e d . T h e r e is little d i f fe rence in 

i n f e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e x e s 
except for mothers . 

There has been a rise in infec
t i o n w i t h the g r o w t h of ch i ldcare 
cen t res b e c a u s e of the inc reased 
m i x i n g of p r e s c h o o l - a g e c h i l d r e n . 
In one chi ldcare centre w h i c h h a d 
an ou tbreak , it w a s f o u n d tha t a 
dai ly r i tual w a s for t h e ch i ldren to 
joint ly mix w i th the i r hands t h e cut-
up fruit for a fruit salad. It w a s said to 
b e ' a s o c i a l l y r e w a r d i n g 
exper ience ' . 

The giardia parasite 
Extensive plott ing of ou tbreaks 

h a s b e e n c a r r i e d out in S o u t h 
Austra l ia a n d it w a s f o u n d that t h e 
inc idence of infect ions w a s great 
est in t h e n e w e r s u b u r b s w i t h a 
h igher juven i l e popu la t ion a n d in 
the rural areas. Adelaide is suppl ied 
wi th w a t e r f r o m f ive sources and it 
w a s f o u n d that there w a s no corre
lat ion b e t w e e n w a t e r supp ly a n d 
outbreak . In Mt Isa an Ant i -Giard ia 
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s f o r m e d b e c a u s e 
s o m e p e o p l e w e r e c o n c e r n e d 
about t h e c o n t a m i n a t i o n of t h e i r 
w a t e r s u p p l y . E x t e n s i v e t e s t s 
s h o w e d that th is w a s not the case 
and interest in the society lapsed. 

C h a n g e s in m o d e r n l i v ing -
chi ldcare cent res , earl ier g r o u p i n g 
of the y o u n g , internat ional isat ion of 
food markets , f reez ing, recycl ing of 
an imal and h u m a n wastes and the 
c o n s u m e r fad of u n c o o k e d f o o d s -
have inc reased t h e poss ib i l i ty of 
in fec t ion . 

Giardiasis is cal led backpackers 
d i s e a s e in N o r t h A m e r i c a a n d 
mounta in st reams there are k n o w n 
to be infected. Beavers are cons id 
ered to be a source of infect ion but 
in Austral ia our wi ld animals are not 
known to be carriers. The cysts sur
vive best in cold wa te rs and die off 

rapidly w i t h a n increase in w a t e r 
t e m p e r a t u r e . 

A l t h o u g h water may be thought 
to be a s o u r c e of c o n t a m i n a t i o n 
t e s t i n g is di f f icul t b e c a u s e of t h e 
large v o l u m e of w a t e r required for 
t h e test . A C T Electricity a n d Water 
has b e e n carry ing out tests on the 
d o m e s t i c w a t e r in t h e A C T but so 
far has not b e e n ab le to f ind any 
s o u r c e of d i s e a s e in w a t e r . A 
survey is t o be car r ied out o n the 
s t ream waters of a n alpine national 
park. 

T o a v o i d g i a r d i a w h e n 
b u s h w a l k i n g : 
• Practice careful hygiene, bury all 
f a e c e s a n d w a s h we l l a w a y f r o m 
streams. 
• Boil all raw water . Even t h o u g h 
g ia rd ia m a y not be present , tests 
have s h o w n higher levels of faeces 
c o n t a m i n a t i o n in s o m e raw water 
t h a n is permit ted in domest ic water. 
• Do not p lace c o m p l e t e rel iance 
o n water -pur i fy ing tab le ts . Instead 
a d d 12.5 c u b i c c e n t i m e t r e s of a 
solut ion d r a w n f r o m iodine crystals 
d i s s o l v e d in w a t e r to one litre of 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r . T h i s has b e e n 
s h o w n to kill g iard ia cys ts . Only a 
smal l por t ion of the iodine crystals 
d isso lve a n d t h e or ig ina l so lut ion 
m a y be regular ly t o p p e d u p . Use 
only as required on walks . 

• Conduct an educat ion campa ign 
on hygiene and the risks f r o m giar
d i a i n f e c t i o n . Rea l i se tha t m o s t 
n e w s p a p e r s tor ies are g o o d copy 
and that the d isease has long been 
w i t h u s . It is n o w h e r e near ep i 
d e m i c propor t ions . 

• Res is t the p r e s s u r e of v e s t e d 
in te res ts t o p r o m o t e t h e sa le of 
b e v e r a g e s a s b e i n g t h e o n l y 
source of pure water to dr ink. 
• R e m e m b e r tha t t h e r e m a y be 
o t h e r s o u r c e s of in fec t ion in raw 
and especial ly turbid water . 

Th is art icle is b a s e d o n papers 
p resented by speakers at t h e c o n 
f e r e n c e , Giardia - an emerging 
issue in water management, held at 
t h e Aust ra l i an Nat iona l Universi ty 
on 21 Apri l 1989. 

R e g A l d e r 



Parkwatch Parkwatch Parkwatch 
Park proposal for 
Jervis Bay 
T h e J e r v i s B a y P r o t e c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e has wr i t ten to Federa l 
and State min is ters urg ing pro tec
t ion for Jerv is Bay. The commi t tee 
thinks this should take the fo rm of a 
marine reserve and national park for 
Jervis Bay. 

The Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion 
of N S W first p r o p o s e d a nat iona l 
park for Beecroft Peninsula over 14 
yea rs ago . N S W Agr icu l tu re a n d 
F isher ies has p repa red a mar ine 
reserve p r o p o s a l , w h i c h is be ing 
held up by the navy 's p lans for a 
m u n i t i o n s d e p o t a n d o t h e r 
facil it ies. 

T h e J e r v i s B a y P r o t e c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e h a s s u g g e s t e d t he 
entire Bay a n d assoc ia ted wa te rs 
s h o u l d be d e c l a r e d a m a r i n e 
r e s e r v e , z o n e d fo r d i f f e r e n t 
d e g r e e s of p r o t e c t i o n . Pub l i c l y -
o w n e d land l isted by the Her i tage 
C o m m i s s i o n , a n d p r i v a t e l and 
b e t w e e n W o w l y G u l l y , L a k e 
Wo l l umboo la , War ra in Beach and 
C a r a m a Inlet, shou ld be dec la red 
nat ional park, except for a reas of 
aboriginal land claims. 

The N S W Nat iona l Parks and 
Wildl i fe Serv ice has shown interest 
in the nor thern side of the bay, but 
the commi t tee feels this fal ls shor t 
of the protect ion requ i red. 

The New Bush Telegraph 
( S h o a l h a v e n env i r onmen t a n d 

peace magaz ine) 

The l l lawarra Branch of the N S W 
Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion car r ied 
the fo l lowing mot ion : 

It is the pol icy of NPA to protect 
in a mar ine reserve a n d na t iona l 
park all rema in ing natura l a reas in 
the Jerv is Bay env i rons , inc lud ing 
the wa te r s of Lake W o l l u m b o o l a 
and Jerv is Bay, Beecrof t Peninsu la 
a n d the no r t he rn f o r e s h o r e , the 
forests to the south and west , and 
natura l ares wh ich fo rm l inks wi th 
the nat ional parks to the west . 

Newsletter, l l l awar ra B r a n c h , 
National Parks Associat ion of N S W 

March 1989 

Logging plan for Ben 
Halls Gap forest 
The N S W Forestry Commis ion has 
d rawn up plans to construct roads 
and log the Ben Hal ls G a p Sta te 
Forest 60 k i lomet res southeast of 
T a m w o r t h . Logg ing w o u l d dest roy 
many plant commun i t i es and w i ld 
life habi tats In 1986 the Nat ional 
Pa rks A s s o c i a t i o n o l N S W pro 
p o s e d that the Sta te Forest be 
conver ted to nature reserve. 

The Ben Halls Gap is a beauti ful 
and un ique area of mature forest 
on the L iverpool Range. It is rela
t ively sma l l , less than 3 0 0 0 hec
ta res , and has not been logged. 

Ben Halls Gap forest: 
• is al the junct ion of three moun
ta in ranges - the Great Div id ing 
Range , the L iverpoo l Range a n d 
the Mount Royal Range 
• is in the headwaters of three river 
s y s t e m s - t he P e e l R i v e r 
( T a m w o r t h ' s w a t e r s u p p l y ) , the 
Barnard River and the Hunter  River 
• has vege ta t i on w i th unusua l l y 
large growth habits because of rich 
basal t so i l , the a l t i tude a n d the 
cl imate 
- has th ree major plant c o m m u n i 
t i e s i n c l u d i n g s n o w g u m o p e n 
forest , wet sc lerophy l l forest a n d 
remnant rainforest in gul l ies. 

There is a ser ious lack of land 
reserved for nature conservat ion in 
the Tamwor th district and the Ben 
Hal ls G a p Forest is of state signif i 
cance . The Forestry C o m m i s s i o n 
manages over 100,000 hectares ot 
State Forest in the Nund le -Walcha 
region so the Hunter Branch of the 
N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n 
bel ieves this one smal l area should 
be left un touched . 

Hunter Branch Newsletter, 
National Parks Associat ion of N S W 

February 1989 

New Victorian parks 
require funding 
Nine parks were proc la imed before 
t he last V i c t o r i a n e l e c t i o n -
E r r i n u n d r a , R o g e r R i v e r a n d 
Coopracambra Nat ional Parks and 
F r e n c h I s l a n d , M o u n t  L a w s o n , 

B l a c k R a n g e , T e r r i c k Te r r i c k , 
C a r l i s l e a n d L e r d e r d e r g S ta te 
Parks. In submiss ions for the next 
S t a t e b u d g e t , t h e V i c t o r i a n 
D e p a r t m e n t of C o n s e r v a t i o n , 
Forests and Lands must press for 
a d e q u a t e r e s o u r c e s to p rov ide 
appropr ia te managemen t for these 
parks . The gove rnmen t deserves 
pra ise for t hese f ine add i t ions to 
our parks sys tem, but proclamat ion 
mus t be f o l l o w e d by f i nanc ia l 
commi tmen t . 

Victorian National Parks 
Association Newsletter 

March 1989 

Suburbs threaten 
oldest national park 
A n e n v i r o n m e n t p l a n by 
W o l l o n g o n g City Counc i l w o u l d 
a l low 1500 n e w h o u s e s in t he 
c a t c h m e n t s of C a m p Creek and 
Gi l ls C reek w h i c h f low into the 
Hack ing River. T h e Hack ing River 
ca t chmen t m a k e s up about two-
thirds of Royal National Park. Urban 
deve lopment in a smal l part of this 
ca tchment , at He lensbu rgh (1700 
houses) and Ot fo rd  (90 houses) , 
already pol lutes the river. 

The l l lawarra b ranches of the 
N S W Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion 
and the Aus t ra l i an Conse rva t i on 
Foundat ion and other local groups 
are conce rned about this p lanning 
dec i s i on and hope to reverse it. 
They also hope to restore the nat
ural qualit ies of Royal National Park 
t h r o u g h b u s h r e g e n e r a t i o n a n d 
water-qual i ty controls. 

Newsletter, l l l awar ra B ranch , 
National Parks Associat ion 

March 1989 

More wi lderness 
declared in NSW 
Congra tu la t ions to the N S W gov
e rnment on the dec lara t ion of the 
M a n n , Et t rema  and Genoa wilder
ness areas and on the acquis i t ion 
of the 30 ,000-hec ta re Kunde rang 
s t a t i o n , as an add i t i on to the 
Apsley Wild Rivers National Park. 

The Colong Bulletin 
March 1989 



Parkwatch Parkwatch Parkwatch 
Grazing for 
Coongie Lakes 
South Aus t ra l i a c o n t i n u e s to lead 
the w a y in c o m p r o m i s i n g nat ional 
park va lues for c o m m e r c i a l advan 
t a g e . As repor ted in the last issue 
of the N P A Bul le t in , the state has 
created a new type of conservat ion 
z o n e , t h e reg iona l reserve , u n d e r 
Ms National Parks and Wildlife Act. A 
draft m a n a g e m e n t p lan f o r o n e of 
these reg iona l reserves , c o v e r i n g 
I n n a m i n c k a S ta t ion a n d C o o n g i e 
L a k e s n e a r C o o p e r C r e e k , s u g 
g e s t s g r a z i n g s h o u l d be t h e p r i 
mary land use . Min ing a n d tour ism 
w o u l d a lso take p r e c e d e n c e o v e r 
nature conserva t ion . 

T h e r e is a s t r o n g c a s e f o r 
C o o n g i e P a d d o c k o n I n n a m i n c k a 
Stat ion becoming a national park. It 
is a valuable wet land in an arid envi
r o n m e n t , w i t h m o r e b i rd s p e c i e s 
than any other part of the arid zone . 
A f e w y e a r s w i t h o u t ca t t l e has 
a l l o w e d t h i c k g r o v e s of c o o l i b a h 
t rees to g r o w a n d t h e d e s e r t to 
b l o o m wi th wi ld f lowers . H igher than 
a v e r a g e ra infa l l has p r o d u c e d a 
green sward w h i c h suppor ts rapidly 
recover ing animal populat ions. 

A return to graz ing w o u l d devas
ta te t h e C o o n g i e w e t l a n d s a n d 
wi ld l i fe w h i c h tour is ts dr ive mi les 
(of ten of f - road) to see . T h e b u s i 
ness p lan for the reserve m a y seek 
profits f r o m m o r e roads, more tour 
ist opera to rs a n d e v e n a c c o m m o 
dat ion. Mineral explorat ion wil l have 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l s a f e g u a r d s but wi l l 
st i l l be a l l o w e d . B e c a u s e n e g o 
t i a t e d l e a s e s h a v e b y - p a s s e d 
S o u t h A u s t r a l i a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
a s s e s s m e n t p r o c e d u r e s , par ts of 
the reserve actual ly have less pro
t e c t i o n t h a n o t h e r pa r ts of t h e 
state . 

Conservat ion is ts bel ieve min ing 
a n d p a s t o r a l act iv i t ies s h o u l d be 
e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e C o o n g i e w e t 
lands a n d their sur rounds. 

Xanthopus 
N e w s l e t t e r of t h e N a t u r e 

C o n s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y of S o u t h 
Australia 

Apr i l 1989 

Brochure on 
Yarrangobil ly walks 
T h e N e w S o u t h W a l e s Na t iona l 
Parks and Wildlife Service has pro
d u c e d a b rochure o n w a l k s at the 
Yarrangobi l ly C a v e s in Kosc iusko 
Nat iona l Park. T h e w a l k s take in 
s p e c t a c u l a r s c e n e r y , h i s t o r i c 
remains a n d the natura l ly h e a t e d 
t h e r m a l p o o l b e s i d e t h e 
Yarrangobi l ly River. T h e brochure , 
w h i c h includes a m a p , is avai lable 
f r o m t h e Caves visi tor cent re a n d 
other visitor centres in the area. 

Cobberas-T ingar ingy 
to be proclaimed 
T h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t has 
a n n o u n c e d that it wi l l p roc la im the 
e n t i r e C o b b e r a s - T i n g a r i n g y 
Nat iona l Park. Parts of t h e p a r k 
have been unproc la imed for years , 
due to min ing interest in the area. 
Min ing p roposa ls have n o w b e e n 
d r o p p e d . 

T h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
Associa t ion is still concerned that a 
tai l ings d a m for min ing outs ide t h e 
park may be located on a rare m o n 
t a n e s w a m p . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s 
s w a m p w a s not i n c l u d e d in the 
park. 

VNPA Newsletter 
May 1989 

Parks Act to be 
amended 
T h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t has 
i n t r o d u c e d a Bi l l to a m e n d t h e 
Nat ional Parks Act, in order to pro
tec t w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s a n d b a n 
m i n i n g in n a t i o n a l p a r k s ( s e e 
a b o v e ) , e x c e p t f o r e x i s t i n g 
contracts . 

VNPA Newsletter 
May 1989 

World Heritage 
addit ion in NSW 
The N e w South Wales government 
has m o v e d to reserve an addit ional 
200 hectares of rainforest as part of 
t h e W o r l d H e r i t a g e - l i s t e d 
L i m p i n w o o d Nature Reserve near 
Murwi l lumbah on the north coast . 

T h e e x i s t i n g 2 5 0 0 - h e c t a r e 
L i m p i n w o o d Nature Reserve has 
Wor ld Heri tage listing a s one of the 
subt rop ica l a n d t e m p e r a t e rainfor
est parks of eastern Austral ia . 

T h e add i t ion of 200 hec ta res 
inc ludes a lmost t h e ent i re wor ld 's 
p o p u l a t i o n of 20 t rees of t h e red 
f ru i ted ebony , Diospyros mabacea. 

Volunteers in Ku-
ring-gai Chase 
T h e N S W N a t i o n a l P a r k s a n d 
Wi ld l i f e S e r v i c e has a n n o u n c e d 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of a 'vo lunteers 
in parks ' p r o g r a m for Ku - r ing -ga i 
Chase National Park. 

A n initial g roup of volunteers will 
take part in a pilot p rogram of activi
t ies to be k n o w n as 'Chase Al ive ' . 
T h e p r o g r a m is d e s i g n e d to p r o 
v ide a range of in terest ing educa 
t ional activit ies for t h e thousands of 
v is i tors to Ku- r ing -ga i . T h e v o l u n 
teers w o u l d be b a s e d at Ka lkar i 
Visitor Centre a n d be prov ided wi th 
appropr iate un i fo rms . 

Economic benefits 
of parks 
T h e N S W M i n i s t e r f o r t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t , T i m M o o r e , has 
r e l e a s e d a s tudy b e g u n in 1987 
e x a m i n i n g the e c o n o m i c cont r ibu 
t i o n of nat ional pa rks a n d ra info
r e s t s in t h e D o r r i g o a n d N e w 
England areas. 

The s tudy c o n c l u d e d that 
• p ro tec t ing ra in forests m a k e s a 
signif icant cont r ibut ion to local and 
regional e c o n o m i e s 
• recreat ion a n d tour ist expend i 
tu re a t t r ibutab le to ra in forests is 
about $2.2 million a year 
• r a i n f o r e s t p r o t e c t i o n in t h a t 
reg ion has c rea ted the equiva lent 
of 58 full t ime jobs . 

Total Environment Centre 
Newsletter 

February 1989 



Just briefly 
Since S e p t e m b e r K a r i n  a n d Ian 
H a y n e s h a v e w a l k e d many h u n 
d r e d s of k i l o m e t r e s o v e r g rea t ly 
con t ras t ing m o u n t a i n o u s reg ions . 
T h e first ep isode ot s e v e n w e e k s 
w a l k i n g t h e F l i n d e r s R a n g e s 
n e c e s s i t a t e d very d e t a i l e d p l a n 
n ing. For instance, due to the arid 
nature of t h e a r e a it w a s of vital 
i m p o r t a n c e to f i rst r e s e a r c h t h e 
routes b e t w e e n p e r m a n e n t water -
holes. Once the trip b e g a n t h o u g h , 
the on ly rea l w o r r y w a s c o m i n g 
across a dry bore - in 43 degree 
heat . Now t h a t w o u l d i n c r e a s e 
your u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h o w t h e 
explorers felt! Kar in and Ian w e r e 
great ly i m p r e s s e d by the g o r g e s 
a n d c a n y o n s of t h e G a m m o n 
Ranges which accord ing to Ian are 
at least the e q u a l of those any
w h e r e e lse in A u s t r a l i a - t h e 
changes in topography due to geo
logical changes are tascinal ing. 

New Year's Day saw the wander
ers taking off to t ramp in Tasmania . 
The southwest prov ided 32 days of 
very t o u g h c l i m b i n g a n d m u d -
w a l k i n g . H o w e v e r this i n c o n v e n 
ience was amply rewarded by mag
n i f icent v i e w s f r o m P r e c i p i t o u s 
Bluff and other peaks. 

A var iety of con t ras t ing terra in 
w a s exper ienced , f r o m unbe l ieva 
bly beaut i fu l ra in forests to b e a c h 
w a l k s such as those a long Pr ion 
Beach and Cox's Bight , wi th es tu 
ary c r o s s i n g s by row boats . A lso 
u n f o r g e t t a b l e w a s t h e A r t h u r 
Range c u l m i n a t i n g in the f a m o u s / 
infamous Federat ion Peak. 

After the South West the 8-day 
wa lk o n the o v e r l a n d t rack f r o m 
Lake St Clair lo Crad le M o u n t a i n 
was a relaxing one. 

Then it was off the New Zea land 
w i t h t h e ( l ight f r o m H o b a r t to 
C h r i s t c h u r c h p r o v i d i n g v i e w s of 
F iord land and Mt Cook . An a d d e d 
b o n u s w a s the c lea r sky w h i c h 
assured them of a wonder fu l v iew. 

Dur ing the ten w e e k s spent in 
New Z e a l a n d , Ian a n d Kar in on ly 
m a n a g e d to w a l k the t r a c k s of 
Fiordland as wel l as the Hol ly ford , 
R o u t e b u r n a n d G r e e n s t o n e 
Tracks, f inishing the trip wi th some 

w a l k s and c l imbs a r o u n d Mount 
Cook and its glaciers. 

O h , and by the way , b e t w e e n 
t h e F l i n d e r s R a n g e s a n d t h e 
T a s m a n i a n e p i s o d e s Ian kept in 
fo rm by tak ing off for 16 d a y s to 
w a l k in the S n o w y M o u n t a i n s 
be tween Mount Cobberas and the 
Mawson's Hut-Valent ine Falls area 
w h i c h proved to be a great intro
d u c t i o n to T a s m a n i a a n d N e w 
Zealand in respect to wetness . 

T * 

N e w s f r o m T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e 
R e s e r v e . The winter sessions at 
the b i rd- feeding area have begun . 
They start at 2 p m each day. 

A spectacular sight recently was 
a f lock of the large ye l low- ta i led 
b l a c k c o c k a t o o s o n the w i n g . 
D u r i n g o n e n o t a b l e d a y t h e y 
sett led in the trees a round the visi
tors centre - a rather nice sense of 
publ ic relations don't you think? 

T h o s e of you w h o r e m e m b e r 
the little female w o m b a t , af fect ion
ate ly k n o w n as ' P i g ' , w h o so 
de l ighted visitors to Tidbinbi l la will 
be s a d d e n e d to hear that severa l 
m o n t h s ago she b e c a m e ill a n d 
d i e d . A n a u t o p s y f o u n d that the 
cause of death w a s heart fai lure 
and one theory is that it could have 
been brought o n by an intake of 
junk foods . 

It is therefore t imely to remind 
v is i tors P L E A S E DO N O T F E E D 
T H E ANIMALS at Tidbinbil la 

The recent record rains c a u s e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l e d a m a g e to f e n c e s 
and t racks at the nature reserve 
and the staff has been kept busy 
repair ing these. 

^ ^ j ^ . 

There they w e r e , in p o u r i n g 
rain, posi t ioned across the footbal l 
f ield - s o m e strategical ly near the 
g o a l s - alert for the re fe ree 's 
whist le . The A N U home t e a m and 
visitors? No indeed, a dozen or so 
grey w o o d ducks interspersed wi th 
about the s a m e n u m b e r of s e a 

gul ls . W o o d g e r s W o o d Ducks and 
the Sydney Seagul ls perhaps? 

Sle. Jjt 
*T* *T* 'T* *f* 

In December 1985 I w a s asked 
to take over Just Briefly. 'What on 
earth will I write about?' I thought. In 
t h e a b s e n c e of suf f ic ient i tems 
f rom m e m b e r s I took to report ing 
a n i m a l a c t i v i t i e s at T i d b i n b i l l a 
Nature Reserve and , dare I say it, 
r e c e i v e d feed back to the effect 
that that w a s m o r e in te res t ing . I 
never actually m a n a g e d a spectac
ular s c o o p of wor ld -shat te r ing pro
p o r t i o n s for JB, i n d e e d s o m e 
w o u l d say that the c o l u m n tended 
t o w a r d t e d i o u s n e s s and t r iv ia . If 
that were so, then the solut ion is 
imminen t as this is the last Just 
Briefly in the n a m e of Mel l iodora. 
It's been fun but now it's t ime to 
c h a n g e f rom "melli" to another fla
vour. Thanks to all those members 
w h o he lped by contr ibut ing i tems. 
P lease k e e p t h e m c o m i n g a n d 
make the new Just Briefly enter
ta in ing w i th lots of lively little leg
ends. Best w ishes . 

// certainly hasn't been tedious. We 

wish Melliodora well in the future. If 

anyone would like to contribute 

more melliferous words, or even 

phrases tart or spicy, please con

tact the editor. 

Plan for m a r s u p i a l s 
T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n f o r 
Conservat ion of Nature and Natural 
R e s o u r c e s ( l U C N ) a n d W o r l d 
Wildlife Fund Austral ia , are prepar
i n g a c o n s e r v a t i o n p l a n for 
Australian marsupials. 

A n y c o m m e n t s s h o u l d be 
a d d r e s s e d to M ichae l K e n n e d y , 
Aust ra l ian Marsupia l Act ion Plan, 
PO Box 302, Avalon N S W 2107. 



Tasmania's 
least known 
wilderness 
The Tasman ian Conservat ion Trust 
has u r g e d t h e reserva t ion of the 
M e r e d i t h R a n g e in t h e nor thwest 
of Tasmania as a national park. The 
c o a s t a l w i l d e r n e s s , n o r t h of t h e 
P i e m a n a n d S a v a g e R i v e r s , is 
th rea tened by min ing a n d forest ry 
opera t ions . 

T h e r u g g e d p e a k s of t h e 
M e r e d i t h R a n g e r ise f r o m ro l l ing 
p la ins a n d d e e p r iver v a l l e y s . It 
i nc ludes a d i s s e c t e d g ran i te p l a 
teau a n d l imestone cl i f fs, tall euca
lypt forest , ra in forest a n d b u t t o n -
grass moors. 

In 1982 bushf i re char red part of 
the area, possibly shif t ing the eco
logical balance towards f ire-tolerant 
p l a n t s . A b a n d o n e d m i n e s h a v e 
also left scars, and mineral explora
t ion l icences still cover most of the 
reg ion. Recent ly , most of the area 
w a s a l loca ted f o r l o g g i n g o p e r a 
t i o n s t o s u p p l y t h e p r o p o s e d 
Wesley Vale pulp mil l . T h e laps ing 
of the p r o p o s a l of fers on ly a t e m 
porary reprieve f r o m other logging. 

in 1986 the T a s m a n i a n Nat ional 
Parks a n d Wi ld l i fe Serv ice r e c o m 
m e n d e d reservat ion of part of t h e 
area but wi thout effect. A survey of 
w i l d e r n e s s by t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
H e r i t a g e C o m m i s s i o n c o n f i r m e d 
t h e r e g i o n ' s s t a t u s a s o n e of 
Tasmania 's major wi lderness areas. 
T h e Trust has n o m i n a t e d t h e area 
for Nat ional Estate l isting. 

The Tasmanian Conservationist 
February /March 1989 

Outdoor education: 
would you like to do it? 
T h e Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion is 
s e e k i n g e x p r e s s i o n s of in te res t 
f r o m sui tably qual i f ied persons to 
d e v e l o p a n d c o n d u c t a c o u r s e 
h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e ro le of n a t i o n a l 
parks in nature conserva t ion . Th is 
w o u l d be c o n d u c t e d t h r o u g h t h e 
Cent re for C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n , 
A N U , for its autumn program begin
n ing in M a r c h 1990 , a n d w o u l d 
comprise a series of two-hourly lec
tures over a per iod of be tween six 
and 18 w e e k s . The course s h o u l d 
inc lude one or t w o d a y - l o n g f ie ld 
o u t i n g s . To meet cen t re requ i re 
ments it must have an academic o r 
theoret ica l c o m p o n e n t but s h o u l d 
a lso be su f f i c ien t l y p r a c t i c a l to 
attract at least 12 to 15 participants. 

T h e p e r s o n u n d e r t a k i n g t h e 
d i r e c t i o n of t h e c o u r s e s h o u l d 
h a v e a n a c a d e m i c b a c k g r o u n d 
appropr ia te to t h e subject matter . 
T e a c h i n g q u a l i f i c a t i o n s a n d / o r 
exper ience are highly desi rable . A 
d e m o n s t r a t e d abi l i ty to c o m m u n i 
c a t e e f f e c t i v e l y is e s s e n t i a l . 
P e r s o n s c o n d u c t i n g c o u r s e s are 
paid on an hourly basis, the current 
ra te b e i n g o v e r $ 4 6 a n h o u r . 
P e r s o n a l e x p e n s e s i n c u r r e d , for 
e x a m p l e in the conduct of f ield out 
ings, are c o m p e n s a t e d . 

For further informat ion contact: 
Glyn Lewis 9 5 2 7 2 0 
A n n e R o b e r t s o n 889633 ah 
o r t h e N P A off ice 5 7 1 0 6 3 
no later than Friday 14 July 1989. 

World Rainforests Action Day 
On 24 Apri l a round the wor ld a day 
of ac t ion o p p o s e d the l o g g i n g of 
t rop ica l ra inforest . Th is da te w a s 
c h o s e n to h ighl ight t h e p l ight of 
the tr ibal Penan people of Sarawak 
w h o were brought to trial for block
ad ing l o g g i n g of the i r t rad i t iona l 
lands. 

A number of protests took place 
in Austra l ia . In S y d n e y the cast of 
Les Miserabless demonst ra ted their 
support by s ing ing in Mart in Place. 
A n d the federa l env i ronment min i 
ster, Senator G r a h a m Richardson , 
a n n o u n c e d the g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d 
review Austra l ia 's pol icy o n import 
ing rainforest t imbers a n d the effect 
a ban o n such t imbers w o u l d have 

o n the Malaysian economy. 
In Canberra a gathering of about 

3 0 peop le outs ide t h e Depar tment 
of Fore ign Affa i rs a n d T r a d e a lso 
m a r k e d t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n of t h e 
l o c a l R a i n f o r e s t A c t i o n G r o u p . 
S o m e b e m u s e d b u r e a u c r a t s 
w a t c h e d a s a s p o k e s p e r s o n 
d o n n e d a d i n n e r sui t a n d , w i t h a 
r i t u a l J a p a n e s e b o w , t o o k h is 
cha insaw towards a tree trunk. 

T h e R a i n f o r e s t A c t i o n G r o u p 
has ca l led on t h e Aust ra l i an gov
ernment to b a n impor ts of t ropical 
t i m b e r a n d to assist Malays ia a n d 
other rainforest countr ies to estab
l ish p lan ta t ions as a n a l ternat ive 
source of export i n c o m e . 

Haven for brumbies 
'The Aust ra l i an b r u m b y has been 
g iven a $300 000 sanctuary in the 
Nor thern Terr i tory by a Swiss c o n 
serva t ion g r o u p c o n c e r n e d about 
he l icopter s h o o t i n g of t h e horses . 
T h e F r a n c i s W e b e r F o u n d a t i o n 
p u r c h a s e d a 500 -square -k i lomet re 
f o r m e r c a t t l e p r o p e r t y n e a r 
Kather ine after hel icopter shoot ing 
of the wi ld horses sparked an inter
n a t i o n a l o u t c r y w h e n t e l e v i s i o n 

f o o t a g e of t h e s l a u g h t e r w a s 
s h o w n o v e r s e a s l as t y e a r . ' 
Australian Financial Review, 13 
March 1989 

A m e m b e r of the Canberra Field 
Natura l is ts Assoc ia t ion c o m m e n t s 
tha t th is i t em has re in forced her 
v i e w tha t there is a lack of rea l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
issues outside Austral ia , and inside 
Aust ra l ia as we l l . S h e says that , 

whi le she has no desire to see ani 
mals suf fer ing , she f inds it hard to 
c o n d o n e s p e n d i n g large s u m s of 
m o n e y to pro tec t i n t r o d u c e d ani 
mals , part icularly w h e n they can be 
direct ly impl ica ted in the degrada
t ion of the habitat of so many truly 
e n d a n g e r e d native species . 

Newsletter, F ie ld Natura l is ts 
Associat ion of Canberra 

Apri l 1989 



Geoff Mosley on the alps 
T h e A p r i l m e e t i n g o l t h e 
Assoc ia t ion w a s add ressed by the 
noted conserva t ion is t a n d author , 
Dr Geoff Mosley. For the large audi
ence he e labora ted o n t he p ropo 
sal to have the a lps of V ic to r ia , 
N e w s Sou th Wa les and the A C T 
nomina ted for the U N E S C O Wor ld 
Her i tage List (see NPA Bulletin, 
March 1989). 

Dr Mos ley exp la i ned the c o n 
cept of wor ld her i tage, the c o n v e n 
t ion thai es tab l ishes the list and the 
p rocedures for l ist ing. So far there 
are 3 1 5 p rope r t i es on the W o r l d 
Her i tage List, 88 of t h e m for their 
natural qual i t ies. Austral ia has eight 
s i tes l is ted, f ewer t han the USA, 
C a n a d a , Br i ta in or F r a n c e . T h e 
Wor ld Her i tage C o m m i t t e e , w h i c h 
dec ides on nomina t ions for l ist ing, 
has asked for lists of potential wor ld 
her i tage si tes f r o m each coun t ry . 
Austral ia still has not submi t ted its 
tenta l ive list; this may de lay s o m e 
part icular l istings. 

The mer i t s of the a lps w e r e 
desc r ibed in the last issue of the 
Bulletin. The alps are the only areas 
of Aust ra l ia that show in teres t ing 
glacial and periglacial features. The 
a lps are a lso the best a rea of 
Aust ra l ia to show a w ide range of 
g u m t rees, w i th 50 genera of euca
lypts rang ing f r om high to low alt i
tude, wet to dry c l imate. 

Of cou rse the scene ry of t he 
alps - the w i l d f l owe rs on ro l l ing 
ridge tops, the snow g u m s c l ing ing 
to w i n d - b l a s t e d c r a g s , the b lock 
s t reams spi l l ing d o w n va l leys, the 
r u g g e d g o r g e s f i l l ed w i t h a s h 
forests, the cor roboree frog croak
ing by a s p h a g n u m b o g , and the 
birds and an imals that live in these 
habi tats - a re spec ia l at t r ibutes of 
the Aust ra l ian alps wor thy of wor ld 
her i tage l ist ing. 

Dr Mos ley ra ised a coup le of 
i ssues that c a u s e d s o m e d iscus
s ion. One w a s the use of the name 
a lps ' to d e s c r i b e an a rea that 

e x t e n d s a lmos t to the c o a s l in 
Victor ia The name is popu lar and 
has come to apply to a region rather 
than a strict topograph ica l zone. 

A n o t h e r p r o b l e m tha t c o u l d 

affect l isting is the state of conser
va t i on of the a r e a . T h e W o r l d 
Her i tage Conven t ion requi res the 
country conta in ing a l isted area to 
ma in ta in t he s i te 's in tegr i ty . T h e 
integr i ty of the Aus t ra l ian alps is 
c o m p r o m i s e d by tour ist deve lop 
ment and , in Victor ia, logg ing, min
eral explorat ion and grazing. 

Las t year an o f f i ce r of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l U n i o n l o r 
Conservat ion of Nature and Natural 
Resources ( IUCN) , w h i c h adv ises 
the W o r l d Her i tage Commi t t ee on 
the value of nomina ted areas, said 
that the V ic to r ian a lps w e r e too 
degraded to be wor thy of l ist ing. Dr 
Mosley d isputed this commen t and 
sa id that w o r l d he r i t age l is t ing 
w o u l d be a spur to pro tec t ing the 
integrity of the alps. 

Dr Mosley said that a task force 
in V ic to r i a , h e a d e d by Dr J o h n 
Busby, w a s prepar ing a nominat ion 
f o r Eas t G i p p s l a n d a n d t h e 
Victor ian alps. Roger G o o d , of the 
N S W Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld l i fe 
Serv i ce , w a s s tudy ing the W o r l d 
H e r i t a g e v a l u e s of K o s c i u s k o 
Nat ional Park. The Commonwea l t h 
G o v e r n m e n t w a s wa i t i ng for Ihe 
states. 

There w a s also d i scuss ion of 
the rerout ing of the Victor ian alpine 
wa lk ing trail f rom Tom Grogg in to 
C o w a m b a t Flat and the m a n a g e 
ment of fou r -whee l -d r i ves in that 
area. Others expressed a fear that 
tour is t d e v e l o p m e n t , w i th its mi l 
l ions of do l l a rs of i n v e s t m e n t , 
wou ld be harder to stop than graz
ing. However , so far the deve lop 
e r s h a v e n o t s h o w n t h e 
c a t t l e m e n ' s t a l e n t fo r p u b l i c 
relat ions. 

* * * * * 
Alps Bill passes 
Victorian lower 
House 
The V ic to r ian G o v e r n m e n t , w i l h 
the suppor t of the L ibera l Par ty , 
has passed a Bill to creale an alpine 
nat ional park. The Liberal leader , 
Je f f K e n n e t t , w r o t e to t h e 
Assoc ia t i on in May adv is ing that 

the party w o u l d not oppose the Bill 
but w o u l d 'seek assu rances f r om 
the G o v e r n m e n t regard ing m a n 
agemen t of the parks and securi ty 
1or the mounta in cat t lemen. ' 

The Bill w o u l d a l low graz ing in 
m a n y a r e a s a n d w o u l d e v e n 
ex tend s o m e of the s u m m e r graz
ing l i cences . T h e Na t iona l Party 
has p ledged to oppose the legisla
t ion a n d d e f e n d the o p p r e s s e d 
ca t t l emen . 

Scientists crit icise 
alpine grazing 
T h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l Pa rks 
Assoc ia t i on recent ly rev iewed 40 
yea rs ' research on the ef fects of 
graz ing in the alps and found that it 
cons is tent ly revea led deter iorat ion 
of moss beds , soi l e ros ion , loss o l 
p l a n t s p e c i e s a n d d i v e r s i t y , 
c h a n g e s in v e g e t a t i o n s t ruc tu re 
and damage to soil structure. 

T h i s w a s a n n o u n c e d in 
M e l b o u r n e w h e n a n u m b e r ot 
A u s t r a l i a ' s l ead ing c o n s e r v a t i o n 
g r o u p s e n d o r s e d the V i c to r i an 
Gove rnmen t ' s efforts to phase out 
g raz i ng l i cences in a numbe r of 
sensi t ive alpine areas This fol lows 
a 1979 r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of the 
V i c t o r i a n L a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Counc i l to e l im ina te g raz ing I rom 
five per cent of V ic tor ia 's publ ic ly 
o w n e d alpine region by 1 9 9 1 . 

The V N P A , the Nat ional Trust , 
the W i l d e r n e s s Soc ie ty and the 
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Foundat ion together endorsed the 
proposal . 

T h e j o i n t s t a t e m e n t w a s 
e n d o r s e d by t w o b io log i s t s Dr 
R i c h a r d W i l l i a m s f r o m M o n a s h 
Univers i ty sa id that g raz ing w a s 
incompat ib le wi lh nature conserva
t ion. Dr M a l c o l m Calder f rom the 
Universi ty of Melbourne sa id, 'Over 
50 years ol s tudy and observat ion 
by botan is ts , eco log is ts , agr icul tu
ral sc ien t i s ts , soi l sc ien t is ts and 
hydro log is ts has shown irrefutably 
that graz ing by domest ic stock has 
had adverse and long- term effects 
o n V i c t o r i a n h i g h - c o u n t r y 
env i ronmen ts . ' 



Shots fired at Grassy Creek 
T h e G r a s s y Creek w a l k at Easter 
h ighl ighted t w o m a n a g e m e n t prob
l e m s of N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l Park: 
one , the rap id loss of our histor ical 
g l impses into a l i festyle that ended 
w i t h w o r l d w a r t w o a n d t w o , t h e 
c o n t r o l of p e o p l e in t h i s r e m o t e 
corner of the park. 

As to the first p r o b l e m , the huts 
and h o m e s t e a d s of the s h e e p a n d 
catt le f a r m s in G r a s s y Creek a n d 
Sheep Stat ion Creek are col lapsing 
or have d isappeared wi th only intro
d u c e d s h a d e and fruit t rees mark
ing the si tes. Dec is ions about the 
repa i r ing of t h e o l d bu i ld ings wi l l 
have to be rapid as many have co l 
lapsed only over the past 10 years . 
Their presence is important as they 
are all part of the l o n g h is tory of 
h u m a n u s e a n d o c c u p a t i o n of t h e 
high country . T h e histor ical sect ion 
of the Kosc iusko Huts Assoc ia t ion 
has in te rv iewed past res idents of 
t h e o ld d w e l l i n g s a n d are s tor ing 
the detai ls of the l i festyle w h e n the 
valleys were closely sett led. 

T h e s e c o n d m a n a g e m e n t p r o b 
lem - control of visitors - w a s i l lus
t r a t e d v i o l e n t l y t o u s w h e n 
s h o o t e r s f i r e d t h e i r g u n s a r o u n d 
our lower G r a s s y Creek camps i te 
f r o m 1 1 . 3 0 a m Fr iday unt i l a f ter 
dark . A f r i g h t e n e d m o b of k a n g a 
r o o s w h i c h c a m e n e a r u s on ly 
ref lected o u r o w n fear at b e i n g t h e 
lodging place of a bullet . 

O n e w o u l d th ink tha t everyone 
k n o w s that shoot ing is not a l lowed 
in nat ional parks but a s ign is obv i 
ous ly n e e d e d at t h e e n t r a n c e s to 
the park stat ing N O S H O O T I N G . A 
res ident r a n g e r at t h e s o u t h e r n 
e n t r a n c e w o u l d b e a g o o d 
de te r ren t . 

Despi te th is a l a r m i n g f irst day , 
o n Saturday w e en joyed t h e quiet 
beauty of the u p p e r G r a s s y Creek 
valley f r inged by o l ive-barked black 
sal ly g r o v e s a n d w i t h w a t e r h o l e s 
containing a smal l - leafed waterli ly. 

Our c a m p that night w a s be low 
the Lone Pine h o m e s t e a d site a n d 
near Sheep Stat ion Creek. A lovely 
spot w i th a spec tacu la r d isp lay of 
stars after a grey day. 

Babette Scougall on the banks of Grassy Creek in Namadgi National 
Park at Easter. Slide Dianne Thompson, print Reg Aider. 

Next morn ing w e set off in rain 
to c l imb Sentry Box Mounta in and 
were forced to shelter at one stage 
in a rock overhang. 

The g r a n d e u r of the v i e w f r o m 
t h e m o u n t a i n s u m m i t w a s 
increased by rain c louds on distant 
peaks a n d d a r k co lour in t h e v a l 
l e y s . A l y r e b i r d s a n g as w e 
e x p l o r e d t h e e x t e n s i v e g r a n i t e 
p l a t f o r m s a n d f o u n d a s t o n e 
a r r a n g e m e n t m a d e b y t h e 
Ngunawa l people . 

As t h e r e are no t racks o n the 
m o u n t a i n w e d e s c e n d e d q u i c k l y 
before the low c loud m o v e d in a n d 
w e e n j o y e d t h e d o w n w a r d s l o p e , 
w a l k i n g p a s t h u g e m o s s a n d 
l i c h e n - c o v e r e d g r a n i t e b o u l d e r s 
a n d u n d e r tall t rees . T h e w e a t h e r 
c l e a r e d f o r o u r c a m p a t t h e 
L o n e s o m e Pine site w i t h its o l d 
ch imney a n d stone dog's kenne l . 

O n M o n d a y the wa lk ing party of 
eight inspected the sites of two o ld 
homesteads near a shear ing s h e d 
in t h e Naas va l ley , a n d B o b o y a n 
homestead site wi th its orchard and 
d a m o n the creek. 

These o p e n , grassy val leys w i th 
q u i e t l y m o v i n g s t r e a m s h a v e a 
s o o t h i n g c h a r m a n d m u s t h a v e 
b e e n restful places for t h e 

A b o r i g i n a l o w n e r s . T h e remin is 
c e n c e s of t h e d e s c e n d e n t s of the 
E u r o p e a n set t lers cer ta in ly reflect 
a love of the area. W e later visitors 
en joyed our walk , the scenery , the 
fe l lowsh ip r o u n d t h e campf i re and 
t h e sense of history. Many thanks 
to D iane T h o m p s o n w h o careful ly 
p l a n n e d and led the ou t ing . 

F i o n a B r a n d 

Along the 
Shoalhaven 
I led a very successful Sunday walk 
f r o m Warri  Br idge, w h i c h is located 
o n t h e K i n g s H i g h w a y b e t w e e n 
B u n g e n d o r e a n d B r a i d w o o d , 
d o w n s t r e a m a long the Shoa lhaven 
River o n 12 February . About 30 
p e o p l e t u r n e d u p , i n c l u d i n g a 
n u m b e r of chi ldren. 

A f te r a ra ther r o u g h but short 
walk the party reached the beautiful 
s a n d y b e a c h , t h e b a s e f o r s w i m 
m i n g , ta lk ing toge ther and shorter 
wa lks d o w n the Shoa lhaven Gorge. 
About the midd le of the a f ternoon 
the sun had s w u n g a round to make 
th is b e a c h the f o c u s for light and 
heat. A g o o d day w a s had by all. 

A l l a n M o r t l o c k 



National Estate listings 
O n 18 Apri l the Aust ra l ian Her i tage 
C o m m i s s i o n e n t e r e d 2 5 6 
Abor ig inal s i tes, bu i ld ings and nat
ural a reas o n the Reg is te r of the 
National Estate. The register, wh i ch 
now lists 8769 sites, is an inventory 
of p laces that have aesthet ic , his
toric, scientif ic or social s igni f icance 
or o the r spec ia l v a l u e fo r t he 
present commun i t y and future gen
era t ions . It is d e s i g n e d to in form 
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s but p l a c e s no 
legal c o n s t r a i n t on state or local 
gove rnmen ts , or the owners of pri
vate proper ty . The C o m m o n w e a l t h 
has s o m e lega l r e q u i r e m e n t s to 
protect these p laces. 

I h e latest list inc ludes a g o o d 
number of road br idges, rail br idges 
ana sewer aqueduc t s a rouna tne 
count rys ide . Here is a list of some 
si tes wh ich may be of interest to 
readers 
A C T 

R o y a l M i l i t a r y C o l l e g e , 
Dunt roon, a conservat ion area cov
ering the central part of the col lege 

C a n b e r r a Bapt is t C h u r c h and 
manse . K ings ton 

B l y t h b u r n C o t t a g e , k i t c h e n 
block and sur rounds , southeast of 
Boo roomba homes tead 

Orroral Val ley homestead 
N e w S o u t h W a l e s 

Dr G e o r g e Moun ta in , about 65 
hectares, east of Bega 

Bredbo River rail b r idge , south 
of Bredbo 

Ingelara Creek rail br idge, north 
of Bredbo 

L a n s d o w n e b r i d g e , o n t h e 
B u n g o n i a R o a d ove r M u l w a r e e 
Ponds , Gou lbu rn 

The suspens ion br idge over the Queanbeyan
 River at the intersec
t ion of Isabel la and Collett S t reets , 
O u e a n b e y a n 

P a r n w o o d H o m e s t e a d a n d 
Chape l west of Be lconnen 
V i c t o r i a 

Red Rock Cra te rs a n d L a k e s , 
about 550 hec ta res no r thwes t of Colac
 

C o o p r a c a m b r a e x t e n s i o n , 
28 ,000 hectares nor theast of Cann 
River 

Err inundra P la teau, 40,000 hec

tares northeast of Orbost , conta in
ing re la t ive ly und i s tu rbed e x a m 
ples of the Monaro tab le lands and 
suppo r t i ng s ign i f icant p lan ts a n d 
rare animals such as the tiger quol l , 
sooty owl and yel low-bel l ied glider. 

Rodger River area, 58 ,000 hec
tares nor th of Orbos t , the largest 
con t i guous w i l de rness in eas te rn 
V ic to r ia , con ta in ing d i ve rse p lant 
c o m m u n i t i e s f r o m ra in fo res t to 
snow gums . 
T a s m a n i a 

Nor fo l k R a n g e , 9 0 , 0 0 0 hec
tares be tween Savage River t o w n 
sh ip and the nor thern part of the 
west coast of Tasmania 

Savage Hiver area, 84 ,000 hec
ta res b e t w e e n W a r a t a h and the 
preceamg area 

D o u g l a s River a rea , 14 ,500 
hectares nor thwest of B icheno on 
the east coast of Tasmania 
N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y 

W i l d m a n R i v e r c a t c h m e n t , 
314,800 hectares west of the West 
Alligator River 

Interim listings 
The c o m m i s s i o n a lso g a v e 

no t i ce of its in ten t ion to en te r 
p l a c e s in the R e g i s t e r of the 
Nat ional Estate. Wri t ten object ions 
lo t h e s e p r o p o s a l s s h o u l d be 
made, by 19 July, to the director of 
the c o m m i s s i o n , G P O Box 1567, 
Canber ra 2 6 0 1 . 
A C T 

Site of a rare herb w i th ye l low 
bu t ton f l owers , Rutidosis lepto-
rhynchoides, on Red Hil l , about 4 
hectares on the wes te rn s lopes 

S i t e s of o t h e r rare p l a n t s , 
Drabastrum  alpestre a n d 

Pomaderris pallida, near Paddys 
River, total of 6 hectares sou th of 
Cotter Reserve 

G l e b e H o u s e t r e e s , o r i g i na l 
p l a n t i n g s f r o m 1 8 5 5 to 1 9 0 6 , 
main ly Eng l ish e lms , a round the 
former Glebe House in Glebe Park. 
G lebe House w a s d e m o l i s h e d in 
1 9 5 4 . 

Al l S a i n t s A n g l i c a n C h u r c h , 
A ins l ie , built f r om the ruins of the 
M o r t u a r y r a i l w a y s t a t i o n at 
Rookwood in Sydney 

Trees in Glebe Park, Canberra. 

Wel ls S ta t ion , h o m e s t e a d and 
other bu i ld ings f r om the 1850s lo 
1930s 

B e a u f o r t S t e e l H o u s e , 25 
Cowper Street, Ainsl ie, built like an 
aircraft in 1947, mostly of steel 

Horse Park homes tead , sedge-
l a n d a n d o t h e r b u i l d i n g s , 
Gungah l in 

Former G inn inder ra pol ice sta
t i on , r es i dence a n d s tab les , olf 
Barton Highway 

C h u r c h of St A n d r e w and 
former manse , Forrest , an adapta
t ion of Goth ic Revival archi tecture 
for Presbyter ian use 

M u g g a M u g g a homes tead and 
ou tbu i ld ings , S y m o n s t o n 
N e w S o u t h W a l e s 

D r o m o r e h o m e s t e a d , f o r m e r 
h o m e s t e a d , da i ry a n d s tab les , 
nor thwest of Chako la , in C o o m a -
Monaro Shire 

Site of Zieria spec ies east of 
Numeral la , 41 hectares 

Former cou r thouse , pol ice sta
t ion a n d res idence in B a t e m a n s 
Bay 

P igeon H o u s e M o u n t a i n and 
su r round ing areas of s ign ihcance 
to Abo r i g i na l p e o p l e , 8 5 0 0 hec
tares west of Ulladulla 

Mar t in Place, Sydney , and the 
bui ld ings f ront ing it 

S p e c t a c l e I s l and e x p l o s i v e s 
complex in Sydney Harbour 

Three sites of rare Grevillea ias-
picula near Lake Bur r in juck and 



ACF conference tapes 
W e e J a s p e r , t o t a l of a b o u t 13 
hectares 

Y a s s , 4 5 h e c t a r e s in c e n t r a l 
Yass 
V i c t o r i a 

G a b o Is land, 154 hectares cov
ering the l ighthouse and the rest of 
the island 

Rodger River, 16 ,500 hectares 
northeast of B u c h a n ex tend ing the 
previous listing 

Er r inundra P la teau , 1600 hec
tares extending the previous l isting 
Q u e e n s l a n d 

Whi te M o u n t a i n s area , 4 1 , 0 0 0 
hectares northeast of H u g h e n d e n , 
a large scenic area in natural condi 
t ion d o m i n a t e d by s a n d s t o n e p la 
teaux a n d g o r g e s a n d c o n t a i n i n g 
the rare Q u e e n s l a n d wat t le , Acacia 
uncifera. 
T a s m a n i a 

T e m m a coasta l area, 5000 hec
tares of the nor thern w e s t c o a s t 
e x t e n d i n g f r o m A r t h u r R ive r to 
Sandy Cape 
E l s e w h e r e 

Nor th Keel ing Is land, the w h o l e 
of the is land and lagoon 

Intention to remove 
from list 

Par ts of G o s s a n Hi l l ( l i s ted 
1983), Bruce , A C T . 

Coolangubra and 
Tantawangalo 

T h e l a r g e r p a r t of t h e 
C o o l a n g u b r a f o r e s t a n d t h e 
T a n t a w a n g a l o C r e e k c a t c h m e n t 
were en te red on the in ter im list of 
the Register of the Nat ional Estate 
in December 1986. 

In Apr i l 1989 t h e c o m m i s s i o n 
d e c i d e d to p r o c e e d w i t h entry of 
the a reas in t h e register . Th is wil l 
c o m e in to e f f e c t w h e n p u b l i c 
not ices are pub l i shed deta i l ing the 
exact boundar ies . At the same t ime 
the c o m m i s s i o n d e c i d e d in pr inc i 
ple to enter t h e Y o w a k a fores t -
Egan Peaks area in the inter im list. 
N e i g h b o u r i n g a r e a s are a l ready 
l isted or are be ing assessed . 

ABC radio cassette tapes of the 
keynote addresses given at the 
Australian Conservation Found
ation 1988 national conference in 
Sydney have been acquired by 
the Association. They may be bor
rowed from the library in the Civic 
office. The recordings are of 
speeches given by Petra Kelly, 
Judith Wright, Professor Charles 
Birch, Dr David Bellamy and Robyn 
Williams. 

The following is an excerpt from 
the address to the conference by 
the West German green politician, 
Petra Kelly. 

T h e t i t le of th is m e e t i n g , The 
Next 200 Years, is w e l l c h o s e n 
b e c a u s e for at least 40 ,000 years 
prior to the European invasion, this 
remote , large a n d beaut i fu l con t i 
n e n t w a s in t h e c u s t o d y of 
Abor ig ina l peop le , t ruly f r iends of 
the ear th . T h e European so-cal led 
s e t t l e m e n t h a d a d e v a s t a t i n g 
impact u p o n t h e Aust ra l i an e n v i 
ronment ... as t h e 1988 report of 
t h e C o n s e r v a t i o n F o u n d a t i o n 
d e m o n s t r a t e s . 

T a k i n g stock of the cost of so -
ca l led d e v e l o p m e n t a n d progress 
is shock ing . 
• over half of your nat ive forests 
a r e c l e a r e d i n c l u d i n g t h r e e -
quarters of your rainforests 
• one - th i rd of your cont inent has 
been d e g r a d e d t h r o u g h erosion 
• t h e r e h a s b e e n i n c r e a s e d 
po l lu t ion 
• there has been increase of your 
desert area f rom 20 to 40 per cent 
• Austral ia has lost more than 100 
p lant s p e c i e s a n d a n o t h e r 2000 
species are at risk 
• 18 species of wi ldl i fe have been 
made extinct 
• o n e - t h i r d of r ivers are po l lu ted 
or contaminated . 

If no efficient and effective w i ld 
life m a n a g e m e n t p r o g r a m s are 
dev ised , 270 Austra l ian plants and 
animals wi l l d isappear in the next 
10 years . T h e 200 -year ann iver 
sary h o p e f u l l y m a r k s a t u r n i n g 
point in p lanning for an ecological , 

sus ta inab le , just a n d non-v io lent 
Austral ian society. 

W e must real ise that the post
w a r e c o n o m i c p h i l o s o p h i e s , 
whether capitalist or state socialist, 
h a v e p r o v e n t h e m s e l v e s unab le 
to p r o d u c e an eco log ica l , social ly 
j u s t a n d d e m o c r a t i c e c o n o m y . 
B o t h s y s t e m s are var ian ts of a 
soc ia l s t ructure charac te r ised by 
a l ienat ing fac tory a n d off ice w o r k 
a n d b o t h a r e g r o u n d e d o n 
destruct ive industr ia l g rowth . 

W e n e e d to w o r k t o g e t h e r 
t o w a r d s an eco log ica l e c o n o m y 
t h a t d o e s not r e g a r d indus t r i a l 
g r o w t h as a g u i d i n g e c o n o m i c 
va lue . 

T h i s goa l requ i res the part ia l 
d ismant l ing a n d convers ion of our 
indust r ia l s y s t e m . W e favour the 
d i s m a n t l i n g of those b r a n c h e s of 
indus t ry h a z a r d o u s to life i tself , 
above all the nuclear and defence 
indust r ies . 

In order to learn to susta in our 
life suppor t ing p lanet rather than 
ravage it, w e must realize that envi
ronment , e c o n o m y , h u m a n rights 
a n d peace are inextr icably l inked. 
O u r h o l i s t i c e c o l o g i c a l u n d e r 
s tand ing of the n e e d to halt t h e 
des t ruc t ion of t h e p lanetary envi 
ronment must prov ide the impetus 
f o r rad ica l soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
w o r l d . 

W e together have the p o w e r to 
br ing about a radical c h a n g e and 
that m e a n s t rans fo rming not on ly 
the inst i tut ions t h r o u g h the p o w e r 
of o u r v o t e a n d t h e p o w e r to 
c r e a t e g r e e n p a r t i e s a n d t h e 
p o w e r of our p r e s s u r e , but a lso 
b e g i n n i n g to t r a n s f o r m our o w n 
l ives, c h a n g i n g our w a y of life and 
b e g i n n i n g t o see that e a c h a n d 
e v e r y o n e of u s c a n m a k e a 
d i f f e r e n c e . 

Tapes can also be purchased 
from Quickcopy, PO Box 8213, 
Sterling St, Perth 6000. 
Telephone (09) 328 2266 
or fax (09) 2278881. 



Moore talks 
A recent interview in the 
Wilderness Society newsletter. 
W i l d e r n e s s N e w s , with the New 
South Wales Minister for the 
Environment, Mr Tim Moore, 
revealed some of that minister's 
thoughts on national parks. 

W i l d e r n e s s N e w s : D o e s 
your g o v e r n m e n t in tend to imple
ment the Wi lderness Act? 

M o o r e : Yes . W e have made a 
dec is ion in cab ine t for three declar
at ions of w i lde rness a reas , ar is ing 
out of the W i l d e r n e s s Act refer
ences a n d p rocesses , i n d e e d , in 
the case of an ex tens ion to the 
Mor ton Nat ional park for the c rea
t i on of the E t t r e m a W i l d e r n e s s 
a r e a , c a b i n e t a u t h o r i s e d Mr 
C a u s l e y to re fuse an Abo r i g i na l 
land c la im on the g rounds that the 
land w a s r e q u i r e d for essen t i a l 
publ ic pu rpose , n a m e l y the c rea
t ion of the E t t rema w i lderness . I'm 
mee t i ng w i t h two V ic to r i an min i 
s ters about a c ross -border wi lder
ness dec lara t ion in southeast N e w 
S o u t h W a l e s i n v o l v i n g t h e 
N u n g a l t a Na t i ona l Park in N e w 
Sou th Wa les a n d C o o p r a c a m b r a 
N a t i o n a l Park in V i c t o r i a . T h e 
Q u e e n s l a n d g o v e r n m e n t h a s 
ag reed to co -ope ra te on a s ing le 
p l a n of m a n a g e m e n t f o r t he 
L a m i n g t o n a n d B o r d e r R a n g e s 
Nat iona l Parks o n the New Sou th 
Wa les -Queens land border. W e are 
l ook ing at the ques t i on of W o r l d 
Her i tage l isting for the alpine areas; 
th is is a jo in t Aus t ra l i an Cap i ta l 
Ter r i to ry , N e w S o u t h W a l e s a n d 
Victor ian proposa l . 

W i l d e r n e s s N e w s : Do you 
agree that there is a need to pro
tect w i l d e r n e s s ou t s i de na t i ona l 
parks? 

M o o r e : W h e r e it is appropr ia te 
to do so, those areas wi l l be pro
tec ted by addi t ion to nat ional parks 
as is happen ing w i th the B indery 
and Et t rema w i lderness . I certa in ly 
don' t see the need to take abso
lutely every p iece of conserva t ion -
sensi t ive land in the s ta le into the 
o w n e r s h i p of the Na t iona l Parks 
and Wildl i fe Serv ice. 

W i l d e r n e s s N e w s : O n the 
point of na t iona l pa rks , c o n c e r n 
has been ra ised about four whee l 
drive and horser id ing access . Does 
your gove rnmen t in tend to ini t iate 
s t rong conserva t ion m a n a g e m e n t 
plans? 

M o o r e : Each issue of access 
wi l l be looked at on its ind iv idual 
meri ts. One area wh ich I'm famil iar 
wi th , Barr ington Tops , I unders tand 
that the p lan of m a n a g e m e n t wi l l 
c lose a number of env i ronmenta l ly 
sensi t ive trai ls, but still leave some 
a reas o p e n for access . . . It's my 
desi re to see those sorts of issues 
resolved at the local level. 

W i l d e r n e s s N e w s : The b ig
gest issue at present is t he south
east fo res ts . H o w is the Gre iner 
gove rnmen t go ing to reso lve this 
issue? 

M o o r e : The state gove rnmen t 
w h e n in oppos i t ion a n n o u n c e d its 
pol icy in 1986 , Cab ine t recent ly 
reaff i rmed that. I wel l recognise the 
r ights of p rog ress a n d peace fu l 
assembly and the l ike, and there 
are t h o s e w h o wi l l exe rc i se it. 
People in the state government wil l 
carry out the pol icy on which it was 
e lec ted and wh ich it made abun 
dant ly c lear on a large number of 
occas ions before the e lect ion. 
Wilderness News, April 1989 

* * * * * 

Park commit tees 
d issolved 
The New South Wa les Minister for 
the Env i ronment , T i m Moore , sur
p r i s e d na t iona l park a d v o c a t e s 
w h e n he d isso lved all nat ional-park 
advisory commi t tees and state rec
reat ion area trusts on 31 March. Mr 
Mooo re sa id that th is f o l l owed a 
rev iew of the c o m p o s i t i o n a n d 
appo in tmen ts p rocedu res for the 
bod ies . 

The restructuring 'was a imed at 
prov id ing a mo re rep resen ta t i ve 
a n d ba lanced adv isory un i t , w i t h 
t h e e m p h a s i s o n l o c a l 
invo lvement . ' 

TWS guide to 
Tasmania 
One of the most ga l l ing post - tour 
exper iences a travel ler can have is 
to learn about fascinat ing places he 
or she cou ld have vis i ted had they 
b e e n k n o w n be fo re t ravel l ing into 
the a rea . O b t a i n i n g g o o d gu ide 
books be fo rehand is good prophy
lact ic t r ea tmen t fo r avo id ing th is 
f o r m of pos t -ho l i day d e p r e s s i o n ; 
for visitors to Tasmania , I would pre
scr ibe th is s l im vo lume* f r om the 
Wi lderness Society . 

Attract ively p resen ted and logi
cal ly o rgan ised , the book does not 
set out to be a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
gu ide to the who le is land but rather 
to h ighl ight the wea l t h of natura l 
e x p e r i e n c e s o p e n to t h o s e not 
i n tend ing to ven tu re deep l y into 
the wi lds. It does this by prov id ing 
succ inct de ta i l s of a se lec t ion of 
beauty spots in many parts of the 
s ta le , all access ib le by a c o n v e n 
t ional vehic le . The t ime needed to 
enjoy the p laces desc r i bed var ies 
f rom a few minutes to a who le day 
or l onger . The c h o i c e of s i tes 
reflects a c lose feel ing for their nat
ural values by the contr ibutors. 

The industr ia l isat ion a round the 
city of Burnie receives its full share 
of publ ic i ty and forces itself to the 
at tent ion of visi tors to the area by 
its te l l - ta le p l umes of smoke and 
scars on the landscape, but at Fern 
G lade Reserve s o m e f ive minutes 
dr ive f rom the city is a de l ight fu l , 
p e a c e f u l s a n c t u a r y a l o n g the 
myrt le and fern- l ined banks of the 
Emu River. This is the sort of infor
mat ion in this booklet . And for each 
entry there are detai ls of the facil i
ties available and means of access. 

There is also much useful infor
mat ion on the h u m a n and natura l 
h is tory . The book is wr i t ten in a 
conc ise and easy style complete ly 
free of the d rear iness wh ich c o m 
pi lers of gu ide b o o k s not infre
quent ly m a n a g e to impute to the 
most fascinat ing of s ights. 

S y d C o m f o r t 

'Explore Tasmania's Wild Side, 
Everyone's guide to easy walks 
and nature reserves; pub l ished by 
the W i l d e r n e s s Soc ie ty , Hobar t , 
1986, 88 pages . 



Grading 
walks 
T h e O u t i n g s C o m m i t t e e has d i s 
c u s s e d p r o p o s a l s a n d c o m m e n t s 
f r o m m e m b e r s a n d d e c i d e d t o 
adopt a n e w d is tance and ter ra in 
g r a d i n g s y s t e m f o r w a l k s . T h i s 
m e t h o d of g rad ing appl ies to bo th 
day and overnight wa lks . 

Distance grading, per day: 
1 - u p to 10 k i lometres 
2 - 1 0 k i lometres to 15 k i lometres 
3 - 1 5 k i lometres to 20 k i lometres 
4 - above 20 k i lometres . 
T e r r a i n g r a d i n g 
A - road, firetrail, track 
B - o p e n forest 
C - light scrub 
D - patches of thick scrub, 
regrowth 
E - rock scrambl ing 
F - exploratory. 

In s o m e cases two des ignat ions 
may be m a d e , a l though t h e h igher 
g r a d i n g s m a y b e a s s u r e d t o 
include the lower. 

L e a d e r s a re a s k e d t o st i l l 
inc lude a descr ip t ion of the i r wa lk 
w h i c h indicates specia l fea tures of 
t o p o g r a p h y . P l e a s e m a k e t h e 
w o r k l o a d of t h e Out ings C o n v e n o r 
m u c h l ighter by using t h e fo l lowing 
format: 
Date m o n t h d a y . W a l k c a r c a m p 

packwalk other. Grad ing . 
Locat ion of wa lk . M a p reference. 
L e a d e r ' s n a m e . T e l e p h o n e 

n u m b e r s . 
M e e t i n g p l a c e a n d t i m e . 

A p p r o x i m a t e d is tance of wa lk . 
C o m m e n t s o n (terrain, notewor
thy fea tures , educat ional or rec
r e a t i o n a l characteristics, 
ascents or d e s c e n t s in metres , 
o t h e r c o m m e n t s . R e t u r n t r i p 
d i s t a n c e f o r c a r s ( th is a lso 
g u i d e s p a s s e n g e r s a c c e p t i n g 
lifts). 

B e v e r l e y H a m m o n d 

The Environment 
Subcommittee 
A n i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g of t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b c o m m i t t e e w a s 
he ld recent ly to r e s t r u c t u r e a n d 
revital ise t h e w o r k of t h e s u b c o m 
mittee. It w a s very p leas ing to w e l 
c o m e a l a rge n u m b e r of n e w 
s u b c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s to t h e 
m e e t i n g . 

As we l l as cons ider ing a range 
of env i ronment issues the w o r k of 
t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e w a s r e s t r u c 
t u r e d w i t h n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s to 
s p r e a d t h e w o r k l o a d m o r e ef fec
t i ve ly a m o n g t h e s u b c o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s . U n d e r t h e s e n e w 
ar rangements var ious m e m b e r s o r 
g r o u p s of m e m b e r s w i l l t a k e 
responsibly for geographic areas of 
i n t e r e s t s u c h a s K o s c i u s k o 
National Park, Morton National Park 
and Jervis Bay. 

O t h e r m e m b e r s o r g r o u p s wi l l 
c o v e r b r o a d e r i s s u e s , s u c h a s 
f o r e s t s o r w e t l a n d s , as t h e s e 
issues arise. 

The issues d iscussed at the last 
mee t ing a n d the m e m b e r s v o l u n 
t e e r i n g t o m o n i t o r t h e s e i s s u e s 
i n c l u d e d : 
• A l p s i s s u e s ( c o v e r i n g 
Kosciusko, Victor ian alps, and alps 
w o r l d h e r i t a g e i s s u e s ) : J u l i a 
T r a i n o r , K e v i n F r a w l e y , Ph i l 
Pr i tchard, Bernadet te O'Leary. 
• C o a s t issues ( inc lud ing Jerv is 
B a y ) : D e n R o b i n , K a r e n W i l s o n , 
J a n e O ' D o n o h u e , T i m W a l s h , 
Nevil le Esau, Jacquel ine Rees. 
• S o u t h e a s t f o r e s t s : S h i r l e y 

L e w i s , G l y n L e w i s , D e n R o b i n , 
Greg H o d g s o n . 
• Eastern parks of t h e escarpment 
( M o r t o n , B u d a w a n g , D e u a , 
Wadbi l l iga) : Dianne T h o m p s o n . 
• A C T r e g i o n a l i s s u e s 
( M u r r u m b i d g e e , C a n b e r r a Nature 
Park, a n d so o n ) : Jacquel ine Rees. 
• A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s 
C o u n c i l a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e , elec
t ion of de legates , act ion o n confer
e n c e m o t i o n s : K e v i n F r a w l e y , 
Nevil le Esau. 

A s you c a n see f r o m th is list 
s o m e impor tant issues need more 
m e m b e r suppor t . Al l fur ther v o l u n 
teers wil l be most w e l c o m e . 

T h e s u b c o m m i t t e e t o o k a 
n u m b e r of ini t iat ives in relat ion to 
t h e i s s u e s m e n t i o n e d a b o v e a n d 
h o p e s to f o l l o w t h e s e w i t h m a n y 
more in the c o m i n g months . 

R e g u l a r u p d a t e s of t h e s u b 
c o m m i t t e e ' s w o r k w i l l be i s s u e d 
t h r o u g h t h e Bulletin a n d at the 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s m o n t h l y m e e t i n g s . 
M i n u t e s of t h e last m e e t i n g are 
available f rom the off ice. 

T h e next m e e t i n g of t h e s u b 
c o m m i t t e e wi l l be he ld at 7 .30pm 
o n T h u r s d a y 13 July in the Cornick 
C o m m o n R o o m , Research School 
of P h y s i c a l S c i e n c e , A N U . A n y 
m e m b e r w h o w o u l d like to jo in the 
s u b c o m m i t t e e is v e r y w e l c o m e . 
Please contact any of the members 
m e n t i o n e d above f o r fur ther detai ls 
or d iscuss ions . 

N e v i l l e E s a u 

Sunship Earth 
A pro fessor of env i ronmenta l e d u 
cation at Aurora University in nor th
ern I l l inois, S teve V a n Matre , wi l l 
del iver a talk on an outdoor educa
t ion p r o g r a m for h i g h - s c h o o l s t u 
d e n t s , c a l l e d Sunship Earth, in 
Canberra in August . He says: 

'We w a n t to help people under
s tand t h e env i ronmenta l cr ises w e 
face, but w e also want to help t h e m 
enjoy t h e journey . For th is is t h e 
greates t t r ip of t h e m all - as w e 
t rave l toge ther w i t h all t h e o t h e r 

w i l d a n d we i rd a n d wonder fu l crea
t u r e s here o n t h i s s m a l l , sel f -
c o n t a i n e d v e s s e l of life - o n our 
journey a m o n g the stars." 

T h e talk, w h i c h is f ree, wi l l be in 
t h e d o m e at t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
A c a d e m y of S c i e n c e , G o r d o n 
S t r e e , A c t o n , o n T h u r s d a y 3 
A u g u s t , f r o m 7.30 to 9 . 3 0 p m . For 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e t o t h e 
Inst i tute for Ear th E d u c a t i o n , c/-
Birr igai O u t d o o r Centre , R M B 142, 
Tharwa A C T 2620 . 
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General meet ings 
Held at 8pm, room 1, Grittin Centre. Bunda Street, Civic. 

J u n e - Thursday 15 

Jeff Ange l , f rom the Total Environment Centre in Sydney, wil l speak about the campa ign to save the 
southern forests of New South Wa les f rom woodch ipp ing . 
J u l y - Thursday 29 
Will Osborne , a wildl i fe off icer wi th ihe ACT Parks and Conserva l ion Service, will speak about alpine ecology 
and cor roboree f rogs. 

A u g u s t - Thursday 17 
The annua l genera l meet ing, fo l lowed by Reg Alder 's sl ides and stony of a 350-k i lometre trek, p romoted as 
'not for the fa int -hear ted ' , f rom Lamayuru Monastery in Ladakh through the phantasmagor ic Zanskar Ranges 
and over the Himalayan Range to Darcha in northern India. 


