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Nature Park. Photographer unknown. 
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P r e s i d e n t ' s f o r e w o r d 
For bo th present a n d fu ture gener
at ions of Austra l ians , the b icenten
nial year wi l l be m a r k e d by one of 
the most signif icant events in forest 
c o n s e r v a t i o n in A u s t r a l i a - t h e 
inscr ip t ion of the W e t T rop ics of 
Q u e e n s l a n d o n t h e W o r l d Her i tage 
List . T h e nomina ted area stretches 
f r o m jus t n o r t h of T o w n s v i l l e to 
s o u t h o f C o o k t o w n , c o v e r i n g a 
diversi ty of terra in but most ly c o n 
f ined to the ranges a n d tab le lands 
w h i c h were not taken u p for farming 
( though s o m e areas s u c h as t h e 
P a l m e r s t o n , n e a r Inn is fa i l , c a m e 
per i lous ly c l o s e to b e i n g t h r o w n 
open) . O n e of t h e most ce lebra ted 
parts of the region listed is the area 
north of t h e Da in t ree River . I had 
the pr iv i lege of first v isi t ing there in 
1978 w h e n f e w had probably heard 
the w o r d 'Daintree ' . T h i s w a s we l l 
before the sense less bu l ldoz ing of 
t h e B l o o m f i e l d t r a c k a n d t h e 
s o m e t i m e s bru ta l c o n f r o n t a t i o n s 

s h o w n evocat ively in the f i lm Earth 
First. T h e s e even ts b r o u g h t ' the 
Daintree' into every l iv ing r o o m in 
Australia. 

One d id not need to have a spe
cialist interest o r knowledge of rain
forest to be enthral led by the area -
the magnif icent coast l ine w i t h ra in
fo res t o v e r h a n g i n g b e a c h e s , i ts 
crystal clear f reshwater creeks f low
ing to the sea, the orographic c l o u d 
ef fects a top T h o r n t o n Peak , a n d 
the white p l u m a g e of the migratory 
Tor res Strait p i g e o n s , f e e d i n g o n 
the ma in land and returning to their 
y o u n g o n of fshore is lands, e tched 
aga ins t t h e d e n s e g r e e n o f t h e 
f o r e s t . T h e s e a re u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
images of place. 

As in the case of t h e Frank l in 
River, w e are all indebted for the 
W e t T r o p i c s o u t c o m e t o t h e 
unst in t ing c o m m i t m e n t a n d sacr i 
f ice of g r e e n i e s l ike A i l a K e t o , 
f o u n d e r of t h e R a i n f o r e s t 

C o n s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y o f 
Q u e e n s l a n d . I c a n n o t h e l p but 
c o m p a r e th is effort to t h e s leaze , 
c o r r u p t i o n a n d s e l f - i n t e r e s t 
unve i led by the Fitzgerald enquiry . 

C l o s e r to h o m e , th is Bulletin 
c o n t a i n s e x t r a c t s f r o m G e o f f 
M o s l e y ' s Australian Alps World 
Heritage Nomination Proposal, the 
product ion of w h i c h w a s suppor ted 
by t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e repor t 
f inds that the area sat isf ies all four 
cr i ter ia f o r W o r l d Her i tage inscr ip
t ion as a natura l proper ty , w i th the 
pr imary bas is be ing the dist inct ive 
s c l e r o p h y l l v e g e t a t i o n d o m i n a t e d 
b y e n d e m i c s p e c i e s . T h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n p lans t o act ively p r o 
m o t e t h e p r o p o s a l d u r i n g t h e 
remainder of 1989. 

D i r e c t a c t i o n b e g i n s n e a r E d e n 
C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s h a v e b e g u n 
direct act ion to prevent w o o d c h i p 
p i n g in t h e f o r e s t s of s o u t h e a s t 
N S W . Late in February 20 peop le 
w e r e peacefu l ly a r res ted for t res 
passing in state forests in a part of 
t h e C o o l a n g u b r a a r e a t h a t has 
been p r o p o s e d as a nat ional park. 
T h e N S W G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
re jected r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to list 
C o o l a n g u b r a u n d e r t h e s t a t e ' s 
W i l d e r n e s s Act a n d has a l l o w e d 
logging to cont inue . 

T h e C o o l a n g u b r a w i l d e r n e s s 
c o n t a i n s t h e r u g g e d g o r g e s of 
M y a n b a a n d S t o c k y a r d C r e e k s , 
w i th v i e w s over the W a l l a g a r a u g h 
a n d T o w a m b a River b a s i n s f r o m 
W h i t e R o c k , Big J a c k a n d W o g 
W o g Peaks . The range of al t i tudes 
in t h e a r e a m e a n s a d iverse f lora 
w h i c h inc ludes Gipps land wara tah , 
p i n k w o o d rainforest a n d apple - top 
b o x . L a r g e p o p u l a t i o n s of t r e e -
dwel l ing m a m m a l s are found there. 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e F o r e s t r y 

W o r k i n g G r o u p o f t h e 
Conserva t ion Counci l of the S o u t h 
East R e g i o n a n d C a n b e r r a (of 
w h i c h t h e A s s o c i a t i o n is a 
m e m b e r ) , t h e e x i s t i n g s m a l l 
reserves in the area are not ade 
q u a t e to p r o t e c t t h e f l o r a a n d 
fauna . Conserva t ion is ts have p r o 
p o s e d n e w r e s e r v e s f o r t h e 
C o o l a n g u b r a , T a n t a w a n g a l o a n d 
E g a n P e a k s a r e a s . T h e s e w e r e 
a c c e p t e d by t h e N S W L a b o r 
Government shortly before its fall in 
early 1988. 

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n has d o n a t e d 
$ 5 0 e a c h to t h r e e o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w o r k i n g to save t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n 
f o r e s t s f r o m w o o d c h i p p i n g : t h e 
F o r e s t r y W o r k i n g G r o u p , t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Foundat ion and the Tan tawanga lo 
C a t c h m e n t Protect ion Assoc ia t ion . 

T h e campa ign of direct act ion is 
e x p e c t e d to c o n t i n u e in c o m i n g 
months . A base c a m p has been set 
up at Reedy Creek in the T o w a m b a 

V a l l e y , n e a r t h e C o o l a n g u b r a 
fores ts . Tours , concer ts and letter-
w r i t i n g wi l l d r a w a t tent ion to the 
issue. 

A n y o n e c o n c e r n e d about t h e 
e x t e n s i o n of w o o d c h i p p i n g into 
these a reas cou ld wr i te to the the 
N S W Premier , Mr N ick Gre iner , 
P a r l i a m e n t H o u s e , S y d n e y , t h e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , Mr H a w k e , t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t M i n i s t e r , S e n a t o r 
G r a h a m R i c h a r d s o n , o r t h e 
Resources Minister, Senator Peter 
C o o k , a t P a r l i a m e n t H o u s e , 
C a n b e r r a . As we l l as e x p r e s s i n g 
d i s m a y about t h e threat to und is 
t u r b e d f o r e s t s , c o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
might s u g g e s t t h e i m p o r t a n c e of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g p l a n t a t i o n s if t h e 
forest industry is to be susta inable . 

M e m b e r s w h o w i s h to m a k e a 
t a x - d e d u c t i b l e d o n a t i o n to 
the c a m p a i g n m a y s e n d donat ions 
to the Nat ional Parks Associat ion of 
the A C T , m a r k e d f o r the Forestry 
Work ing Group . 



C o m m i t t e e 

Yerrabi Track 
The in terpre t ive b rochure for the 
Yerrab i Track shou ld be pr in ted in 
abou l two mon ths ' t ime. The wo rd 
ing and d iagrams have been deve l 
o p e d jo int ly by Ihe N P A a n d Ihe 
ACT Parks & Conservat ion Serv ice. 
The layoul and print ing will be done 
by the serv ice. 

The brochure is des igned as an 
in t roduct ion lor the genera l publ ic . 
More de ta i led in fo rmat ion such as 
bird and f lora lists and geo log ica l 
b a c k g r o u n d may be p r e p a r e d by 
the NPA if members are in terested. 
It you w i sh to con t r i bu te , p l ease 
contact Phil ip Gatenby. 

Austral ian Alps 
Le t te r s h a v e b e e n sent to the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d N e w Sou th 
W a l e s g o v e r n m e n t s , e x p r e s s i n g 
the Assoc ia t ion 's suppor t for nomi 
n a t i o n of t he a l ps for W o r l d 
Her i tage l is t ing ' s e e story in th is 
issue of the Bulletin). G lyn Lewis 
o rgan ised a Wor ld Her i tage display 
at the E n v i r o n m e n t Fair he ld in 
Wes ton Park on 5 March . The N P A 
has d o n a t e d $100 to the V ic tor ian 
N P A fund to c a m p a i g n lo r the 
estab l ishment of an Alpine Nat ional 
Park in Victoria. 

Heritage Week 
This year the t h e m e of Her i tage 
W e e k is W o r l d Her i t age . Du r i ng 
Her i tage W e e k , the N P A wi l l be 
emphas is ing the nominat ion of the 
Aust ra l ian A lps for Wor ld Her i tage 
l i s t ing . Geof f M o s l e y has b e e n 
invi ted to speak at the Apri l genera l 
meet ing of N P A about the nomina
t ion, wh ich he p repared . Our usual 
p r o g r a m of ou t ings for the publ ic 
wi l l inc lude in terpret ive ou t ings in 
our local a lp ine coun t ry , focus ing 
on its her i tage v a l u e s , espec ia l l y 
the eucalypts . 

The Bulletin 
Tins is the first issue of the Bulletin 
to be ed i t ed by Roge r G r e e n . 
Roger is be ing e m p l o y e d by the 
NPA to edit the Bullet in, and wil l be 
assisted by an Editorial Commi t tee 
compr is ing F iona B rand , T imothy 
W a l s h , a n d K e v i n F r a w l e y as 
P res iden t . T h e C o m m i t t e e has 
d r a w n up a Bul le t in Pol icy wh ich 
appears on page 22. 

Join a subcommittee 
The commit tee is looking at ways of 
involv ing more of the membersh ip 
in conservat ion activit ies. In part icu
lar, we h o p e to s t r eng then the 
Assoc ia t ion 's two major s u b c o m 
m i t t e e s , t h e N a m a d g i 
S u b c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b c o m m i t t e e . 
Members of these subcommi t t ees 
he lp f o rmu la te the Assoc ia t i on ' s 
r e s p o n s e s to draf t m a n a g e m e n t 
p lans, env i ronmenta l impact state
ments , par l iamentary inquir ies and 
so o n . It you w o u l d l ike to get 
invo lved , contact the conveno r of 
Ihe Namadg i Subcommi t tee , Phil ip 
Ga tenby , or Ihe c o n v e n o r of the 
E n v i r o n m e n t S u b c o m m i t t e e , 
Neville Esau. 

The s u b c o m m i t t e e s mee t on 
about four even ings per year. In 
add i t i on to a t t e n d i n g m e e t i n g s , 
subcommi t tee members might also 
expect to spend t ime reading rele
vant d o c u m e n t s in p repara t ion for 
the m e e t i n g s . The E n v i r o n m e n t 
S u b c o m m i t t e e , w h i c h hand les a 
d iverse and interest ing work load , is 
e s p e c i a l l y l o o k i n g l o r n e w 
members . 

Master plan 
for Thredbo 
Just be lo re Chr is tmas the lessees 
of the Thredbo resort in Kosc iusko 
Nat ional Park, Kosc iusko Thredbo 
Pty Ltd, re leased an env i ronmenta l 
impact s ta tement ca l led Thredbo 
Vi l lage Master Plan. The p lan was 
to bui ld a large hote l , c o n d o m i n 
iums a n d lodges, lo increase the 
size o l the resort f r om about 2900 
lo 4800 beds, and a range of sport
ing fac i l i t i es i n c l ud i ng a n d ice-
skat ing rink and a sports academy. 
The exist ing n ine-hole golf course 
was to be increased to 18 holes, at 
the expense of snow g u m s , wet 
hea th , a lp ine bogs and Ihe wildl i fe 
of the river bank 

The Assoc ia t i on responded in 
February, cr i t ic ising many aspects 
of the p lan. In its submiss ion , ihe 
A s s o c i a t i o n po in ted out conf l ic t 
be tween the resort proposals and 
the p l a n of m a n a g e m e n t o l 
Kosc iusko Nat ional Park. The plan 
of m a n a g e m e n t suppor ts recrea
t ion iac i l i t ies des igned lo encour
a g e t h e a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d 
e n j o y m e n t of the park . But the 
need to protect nature means that 
na t iona l p a r k s canno t ca ter lor 
every recrea l ion activity. E lements 
o l the proposa l that conf l ic ted with 
these precepts inc luded ihe sports 
a c a d e m y , ex tens ions to the golf 
course and tennis courts , a playing 
f ie ld, a music bow l , a concert hall, 
s w i m m i n g p o o l s a n d s q u a s h 
cour ts . Comparab le Iacil i t ies could 
be p r o v i d e d at l ower cost and 
greater conven ience to the publ ic 
in regional populat ion centres. 

The subm iss ion also sa id the 
resort expans ion w a s a depar tu re 
f rom the current pol icy of maximis
ing ski ing by encourag ing day visits 
rather than overnight accommoda
t ion. Day visitors have less environ
mental impact on the park. 

The submiss ion pointed out the 
major effect of the p roposed bui ld
ings a n d fac i l i t ies on the local 
env i ronmen t . 

T h e Assoc ia t i on ' s s u b m i s s i o n 
conc luded that the p lan should not 
be app roved . 



Canberra Nature Park comes into its own as the rest of the city disappears beneath fog. This view from Mount 
Ainslie is by an unknown photographer. 

Canberra Nature Park 
depends on public interest 
W a l t e r Bur ley Gr i f f in 's v i s i o n for 
C a n b e r r a w a s of a p lace w h e r e 
g a r d e n s u b u r b s nes t led in to t h e 
b u s h of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g hil ls a n d 
mounta ins . As t h e c i ty has g r o w n 
into s o m e t h i n g far larger t h a n he 
p l a n n e d , t h e hil ls no longer sur 
round t h e ci ty but are s u r r o u n d e d 
by it. Bush land that w a s o n c e out 
the back — like Black Mounta in and 
Red Hill — is now in the heart , and 
heavi ly u s e d for w a l k s , j o g s a n d 
o t h e r f o r m s of rec rea t ion , res tau 
rants , tour ist a m e n i t i e s a n d other 
faci l i t ies. T h e e x p a n s i o n of the city 
has a lso increased the real -estate 
va lue of all central ly located vacant 
land . 

In t h e ear ly 1970s the lack of 
c a r e f o r t h e hi l ls a n d r i d g e s of 

C a n b e r r a not u s e d as s u b u r b s , 
s p u r r e d s o m e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i 
cers in the Depar tment of Interior, 
w h i c h then looked after Canberra , 
to m a k e s o m e t h i n g p o s i t i v e of 
them. Rather than be ing the bits of 
the city left over after the Nat ional 
Capi ta l Deve lopment C o m m i s s i o n 
f in ished its bui ld ing p r o g r a m s , the 
officials c a l l e d t h e m C a n b e r r a 
N a t u r e Park . T h i s idea e n c o m 
passed the va lue of the land for the 
e n j o y m e n t a n d c o n s e r v a t i o n of 
nature , recreat ion , educa t ion , and 
as a scenic backdrop to the city. 

C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k n o w 
includes many of the undeve loped 
hills of C a n b e r r a : G u n g a h l i n Hi l l , 
Mounts Ainsl ie a n d Ma jura , B lack 
M o u n t a i n , T h e P i n n a c l e , M o u n t 

Painter and Mount Pleasant in the 
n o r t h , Red Hi l l , C o o l e m a n R idge , 
M o u n t Tay lor a n d Isaacs Ridge in 
the south, and the Wann iassa Hil ls, 
Urambi Hi l ls, T u g g e r a n o n g Hill and 
R o b Roy a r o u n d a n d b e y o n d t h e 
T u g g e r a n o n g V a l l e y . U n d e r t h e 
n e w m a n a g e m e n t p l a n f o r 
J e r r a b o m b e r r a W e t l a n d s , the wet 
lands a r e a lso p a r t of C a n b e r r a 
Nature Park. 

A n u m b e r of t h e p a r t s of 
C a n b e r r a N a t u r e P a r k h a v e 
r e g i o n a l e c o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
T h e eastern s ide of Mounts Ainsl ie 
a n d Majura conta ins important bird 
hab i ta ts . T h e u n c o m m o n leg less 
l izard, Aprasia parapulcheila, l ives 
o n M o u n t Tay lor . Bo tan is ts f r o m 

continued next page 



The parts of Canberra Nature Park. Jerrabomberra Wetlands not shown. 

Canberra 
Nature Park 
continued from previous page 

C S I R O a n d A N U have f o u n d a 
n u m b e r of rare p lants o n B lack 
M o u n t a i n , r emnan ts of the nat ive 
g rass lands that have been a l tered 
by g r a z i n g . The l inked hi l ls a n d 
r idges f o r m impor tant corr idors for 
wi ldl i fe movemen t . 

But the impor tance o l Canber ra 
Nature Park is not so much the uni
queness or w i ldness of its flora and 
fauna but its prox imi ty to the city. 
T h e park g i v e s e v e r y b o d y the 
chance to strol l th rough Aust ra l ian 
bush land a n d en joy the beauty of 
C a n b e r r a ' s l a n d s c a p e . S c r i b b l y 
g u m s , red s t r i ngybarks and wh i t e 
brittle g u m may not be u n c o m m o n 

but anyone can see t hem on Black 
M o u n t a i n . A m o n g the t rees are 
interest ing plants like t r igger plants 
and s u n d e w s or beaut ies like the 
purple orch id , Glosodia major. In a 
coo l gul ly might be a c lus ter of 
neck lace ferns. 

The Ains l ie Majura humps bear 
s imi lar trees and also a number of 
ku r ra jongs , w h i c h may have been 
i n t roduced , and she -oaks , w h i c h 
have r e c o v e r e d s ince the exc lu 
s ion ol g raz ing . Ins tead of ca t t le , 
eas te rn grey kangaroos roam the 
hil ls. An old quarry on the eastern 
s lopes is an ar t i i i c ia l r e l uge for 
three ferns u n c o m m o n in the ACT . 
At night ringtail possums or even a 
sugar gfi'der might be seen. 

Canber ra has a wea l th of nat ive 
b i rds and the pa rk land is w h e r e 
Ihey are most likely to b reed and 

f e e d . The fu r the r one l ives i r o m 
part of Canber ra Nature Park, the 
mo re l ikely the g a r d e n is to be 
in fes ted by i n t r oduced s tar l ings 
and sparrows. 

At the m o m e n t the conse rva 
t ion s tatus of t hese a reas , wh ich 
mos t C a n b e r r a n s a s s u m e wi l l 
remain as park land , is not secure. 
Al l a reas excep t B lack Moun ta in 
and a smal l area o n Mount Ainsl ie, 
beh ind Ihe W a r Memor ia l , known 
as R e m e m b r a n c e Nature Park are 
u n l e a s e d C o m m o n w e a l t h l and , 
w i th no fo rma l p ro tec t ion . Black 
Mountain a n d R e m e m b r a n c e 
Nature Park are cove red by the 
Public Parks Ordinance 1928 . 
C h a n g e s of gove rnmen t or man 
agemen t ph i losophy could quickly 
degrade Canberra Nature Park; the 
land cou ld be c lea red for roads, 
p o w e r l i nes , w a t e r r e s e r v o i r s , 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s t o w e r s , tour is t 
a t t r a c t i o n s , ho te ls or e v e n the 
ex tens ion of suburbs. 

For example, the natural area of 
one part of the park, G o s s a n Hil l , 
has been reduced by the develop
ment of Sou th Bruce on one side 
a n d Radford Col lege on another. A 
n e w s u b u r b is cu r ren t l y be ing 
ca rved out of the wes te rn s ide of 
G o s s a n Hi l l . T ranspor ta t ion p lans 
for the p r o p o s e d u rban deve lop 
ment at Gungah l in cou ld lead to a 
major road along the side ol Mount 
Ainsl ie or the O 'Connor Ridge and 
Black Mounta in . 

S o m e ot t hese d e v e l o p m e n t s 
m a y be w h a t t he p e o p l e of 
Canbe r ra wan t , or wha t the new 
A C T G o v e r n m e n t dec ides . But at 
p r e s e n t they w o u l d t ake p lace 
w i thout ob jec t ives, po l ic ies, p lans 
or gu ide l ines for m a n a g e m e n t of 
the pa rk land . Deve lopment cou ld 
be a d h o c a n d d e s t r u c t i o n 
p iecemeal . 

T h e A C T P a r k s a n d 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e h a s 
embarked on a program to devise a 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan tor C a n b e r r a 
Nature Park. The first s tage is to 
make members of the public aware 
of the existence of the park, what it 
conta ins and wha t it can be used 
for ; and to encou rage indiv iduals 
and g roups to jo in in the p lann ing 



Looking from Mount Ainslie 
towards Mount Majura. The 
Ainslie-Majura area makes 
up a large block of Canberra 
Nature Park but already 
contains easements for 
roads, power lines and 
water supplies. Without leg
islative protection and a 
plan of management, sub 
urbs could be extended up 
the hillsides and the ease
ments further developed. 
Photo ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service. 

process. The second stage is to 
f ind out what Canberra people 
want to do with the land. Based on 
the response, a draft plan of man
agement will be prepared. 

In the first half of 1989 the ser
vice plans to raise awareness. For 
s o m e t i m e t h e P a r k s and 
Conservation Service, in conjunc
tion with community groups like the 
Canberra Orni thologis ts Group , 
has been organising walks to show 
the park's nature , history and 
v iews . Last year s igns w e r e 
erected on roadsides identifying 
the var ious parts o( Canberra 
Nature Park and leaflets describing 
wildlife and showing walking trails in 
the nearest area were distributed 
to most households. In the near 
future there will be advertisements, 
radio discussions and articles in 
communi ty newslet ters like this 
one, describing the resources of 
the park and ra is ing p lann ing 
issues. Another leaflet will outline 
the park and how to join in its 
planning. 

What will most vitally affect the 
use of the land is legislation. The 
park could be managed under the 
Nature Conservation Ordinance 

1980, Ihe Public Parks Ordinance 
or some new conservation or heri
tage legis lat ion that the ACT 
Government may pass. Or it could 
be left as u n c o m m i t t e d o p e n 
space, with the future use of seg
ments decided by *he local gov
ernment , the Nat ional Capi ta l 
Planning Authority, other govern
ment agencies or entrepreneurs. 

Most ol all the future of these 
areas wil l be dec ided by the 
people who live near them. They 
choose whether to use the land as 
a rubbish heap (where garden 
cuttings grow into the next gener
ation of weeds) or native bush. 
Their watchfulness helps prevent 
bushf i res. Their energy plants 
trees or allows natural regenera
t ion. Given t ime and a lack of fire 
Mount Ainslie, Tuggeranong Hill 
and many of the more recently 
grazed parts of Canberra Nature 
Park could become as heavily 
wooded as Black Mountain which, 
in the 1920s, was quite clear. 

In Sydney the weeding and 
reinvigoration of urban bushland 
has become a popular local issue. 
In Canberra there are already 
groups such as the Friends of 

Mount Taylor plant ing trees and 
agitating for protection and approri-
ate use. More such activity will 
ensure a green future for Canberra 
Nature Park. 

In the second half of 1989 the 
Parks and Conservat ion Service 
hopes to hear ideas from individu
als and community groups. One of 
t h e a d v a n t a g e s of l i v ing in 
Canberra is that everyone lives 
close to some bushland. If there is 
a piece of Canberra Nature Park 
that you particularly care about, 
start putting your ideas on paper. 

If you have some thoughts on 
park management , or would just 
like to get on the mailing list, write 
to Canberra Nature Park, A C T 
Parks and Conservat ion Service, 
GPO Box 158, Canberra 2601 , or 
telephone a ranger at the Canberra 
Nature Park depot o n (062) 
865356 or 861346. 

The manager of Canberra Nature 
Park, Tony Brownlie, and a project 
officer from the ACT Parks and 
Conservation Service, Bernadette 
O'Leary, addressed the March 
meeting of the Association on the 
subject of the park. 

March 1989 - 7 



Australian 
Alps 
proposed 
for 
World 
Heritage 

The diversity of eucalypt species in Ihe alps is the basis for the pro
posal to nominate the area for World Heritage status The photo
graph, by Hedda Morrison, shows snowgums (Eucalyptus pauciflora) 
near 3 Mile Lake in the Kiandra area of Kosciusko National Park. 

The pressure lo nominate the alps 
ot Victoria, NSW and the ACT lor 
World Heri tage l isting is bui lding 
up The Victorian Government has 
been backing Jhe idea tor some 
t ime and recen t l y the N S W 
Government has begun examining 
the proposal The scientific basis 
for Ihe alps nomination was given a 
boost by the Fenner Conference at 
the Australian Academy ol Science 
in Canberra in September Late in 
1988 the Victorian National Parks 
Associat ion, in conjunction with the 
Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t i ons ol 
NSW and the ACT. produced an 
attractive 122 page Austral ian Alps 
World Heritage nominat ion propo
sal, wr i t ten by G e o f f M o s l e y . 
Extracts f rom the proposal , wi th 
sl ight a m e n d m e n t s , are repro
duced here. Dr Mosley wil l address 
the ACT Associat ion's meeting on 
Zu April 

The W o r l d H e r i t a g e 
C o n v e n t i o n 

In 1972 the member stales ol 
U N E S C O a d o p t e d the W o r l d 
Heritage Convenl ion. Through the 
convent ion U N E S C O has esta
bl ished a World Heritage Lisl This 
inc ludes proper t ies wh ich have 
outs tanding universal value and 
form part of the signatory country's 
cultural and natural heritage. 

Throughoul the wor ld there are 
almost 300 World Heritage proper
ties listed for preservat ion These 
include the py ramids ot Egypt . 
India's Taj Mahal and Sagarmatha 
Nat ional Park (containing Mount 
Everest) in Nepal In Auslralia, eight 

si tes are l isted These include 
stages 1 and 2 ot Kakadu National 
Paik. the Willandra Lakes region of 
NSW, the Lord Howe Island group, 
Ihe Western Tasmania Wilderness 
National Parks, the east coast rain
forest parks in NSW. Uluru National 
Park (Ayers Rock and the Olgas). 
and the wet tropics ol Queensland. 

P re lace to the a lps 
n o m i n a t i o n p r o p o s a l 

We tend to take the eucalypt 
forests lor granted and it is easy to 
imagine from their ubiquitousness 
thai they must be a very ancient 
flora Actually, while they are a dis
tinctive product ol Austral ia, they 
are much more modern than the 

rainforests which now exist in only 
a tew places 

We owe their development to 
two major c i rcumstances Firstly, 
the stable history of Australia's land 
surfaces which through weathering 
created inferti le soils, and sec
ond ly , our pos i t i on c lose to 
Antarctica which cooled and dried 
our climate when its ice expanded 
The resull was ihe gradual emer
gence from [he rainforesl of plants 
well adapted to the poor soils and 
to the drier conditions - plants with 
hard leathery leaves ol 'sclero-
phyl ls ' In the better wa le red 
south-eastern and south-western 
tips of Ihe continent this new type 
of f lora took a torest l o r m . and 
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Areas in World Heritage proposal 
I n t h e A u s t r a l i a n C a p i t a l T e r r i t o r y 
Namadgi National Park 

In N e w S o u t h W a l e s 
Kosciusko National Park 6 4 6 , 8 9 3 
Bimber i Nature Reserve 7 , 1 0 0 
Scabby Range Nature Reserve 3 , 4 0 0 

In V i c t o r i a 
Cobberas Tingaringy National Park 1 1 6 , 6 0 0 
Cobberas Tingar ingy National Park (unproclaimed) 3 8 , 0 0 0 
Snowy River National Park 9 2 , 4 0 0 
Bogong Nat ional Park 8 1 , 2 0 0 
Wonnangat ta Moroka National Park 1 0 7 , 0 0 0 
Wabonga Plateau State Park 2 1 , 2 0 0 
Baw Baw National Park 1 3 , 3 0 0 
Mount Buffalo Nat ional Park 3 1 , 0 0 0 
A v o n Wi lderness Park 4 0 , 0 0 0 
Coopracambra Native Park 3 5 , 1 0 0 
Errinundra National park 2 5 , 1 0 0 
Proposed Addi t ions to create Victor ian Alpine National Park 2 9 2 , 0 5 0 

T o t a l p r o p o s e d f o r W o r l d H e r i t a g e n o m i n a t i o n 1 ,644 ,343 

area in 
hectares 

9 4 , 0 0 0 

b e c a u s e Aust ra l ia w a s isolated by 
its journey north from Antarctica it 
b e c a m e d o m i n a t e d by the m a n y 
spec ies of a h o m e g r o w n g e n e r a -
the eucalypts . 

T h e s t r e s s e s c a u s e d by t h e 
break up of the Aust ra las ian f r a g 
ments of the f o r m e r s u p e r c o n t i 
n e n t G o n d w a n a c r e a t e d t h e 
Aust ra l i an A lps g iv ing t h e sc le ro -
phy l l o p e n f o r e s t s e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
scope for cons iderab le d ivers i f ica
t i o n . T o d a y , t h i s e u c a l y p t -
d o m i n a t e d sc lerophyl l o p e n forest 
occup ies all but the highest areas . 
T h e s e dist inct ive fo res ts w i t h their 
r i c h f a u n a a r e t h e o u t s t a n d i n g 
example of this phase in the evolu
t ion of the earth's cover . 

The rainforests, n o w mere r e m 
nants, are deserved ly the f o c u s of 
m u c h c o n s e r v a t i o n in teres t . T h e 
e u c a l y p t f o r e s t s w h i c h h a v e 
rep laced t h e m s e e m more e x t e n 
s ive a n d t h e r e f o r e sa fe r but t h e 
t h o u g h t is an i l lusion a n d a threat 
since their genet ic diversity is easily 
lost t h r o u g h h u m a n d i s t u r b a n c e , 
and the wor ld cou ld lose a resource 
of great scientif ic, spir i tual a n d c o m 
mercial interest. 

S imi la r ly , t h e a lp ine c o m m u n i 
t ies p e r c h e d p r e c a r i o u s l y o n the 

Alpine sunrays (Hel ipterum 
albicans) near Blue Lake, 
Kosciusko National Park. 

h i g h p l a t e a u s , p r o t e c t i n g t h e 
sources of our major r ivers, are fra
g i l e a n d r e q u i r e c a r e f u l 
conserva t ion . 

In 1 9 7 7 , t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
A c a d e m y of S c i e n c e c o m m e n t e d 
on the w o r l d her i tage qual i t ies of 
the region a n d s u p p o r t e d a c o n t i n 
uous tract of park land . T e n years 
la ter t h e V i c t o r i a n G o v e r n m e n t 
a n n o u n c e d it w o u l d n o m i n a t e the 
Victor ian alps a n d forest parks of 
East Gippsland for inscription in the 
Wor ld Heri tage List. In S e p t e m b e r 
1988 the First Fenner C o n f e r e n c e 

at t h e A c a d e m y of S c i e n c e in 
C a n b e r r a o n the scient i f ic s ign i f i 
c a n c e of t h e Aust ra l i an A lps a lso 
r e s o l v e d in s u p p o r t of W o r l d 
Her i tage n o m i n a t i o n o n t h e bas is 
of the area's scientif ic va lues. 

T h e s t u d y a r e a 
T h e s tudy area, as de te rmined 

by t h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l Parks 
A s s o c i a t i o n in c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 
sister o rgan isa t ions in N e w S o u t h 
Wales and the A C T , compr ised the 
areas l isted in t h e table at left ( for 
locat ion , see map) . A l together t h e 
p r o t e c t e d lands in the s tudy area 
cover 1,314,293 hectares a n d the 
a r e a s p r o p o s e d f o r p r o t e c t i o n 
3 3 0 , 0 5 0 h e c t a r e s , a t o t a l o f 
1 ,644,343 hec ta res . 

T h e n o m i n a t i o n 
T h e t i t le g i v e n to t h e n o m i n a 

t i o n is t h e Sclerophyll Open 
Forests of Australian Alps Region. 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n 
( n a t u r a l p r o p e r t y ) 

The nominated areas satisfy all 
four cri ter ia requi red for inscr ipt ion 
on the World Heritage list as a natu
ral property. Their features are c o n 
s i d e r e d w o r t h y of n o m i n a t i o n by 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n A c a d e m y o f 
S c i e n c e , a n d t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
Conserva t ion Founda t ion . 

(a) Representing major stages in 
the earth's evolutionary history 

The Austral ian angiosperm f lora 
conta ins a very h igh propor t ion of 
x e r o m o r p h i c p lants a n d is un ique 
f o r the w a y a f e w genera , notably 
t h e largely e n d e m i c E u c a l y p t u s , 
d o m i n a t e s t h e v e g e t a t i o n . T h e s e 
f e a t u r e s are the resul t of m a j o r 
events in the history of the s o u t h 
e r n h e m i s p h e r e w h i c h f o l l o w e d 
the break up of G o n d w a n a , namely 
the rafting nor thwards of the cont i 
nent , t h e d r y i n g of t h e c l i m a t e 
c o m b i n e d w i th t h e pover ty of t h e 
deep ly w e a t h e r e d soils of the c o n 
tinent's land sur faces. 

The d o m i n a t i o n of the f lora by 
t h e spec ies of a f e w g e n e r a a n d 
the many endemic spec ies are the 
result of the relative isolat ion of the 
c o n t i n e n t o v e r a p e r i o d of 30 

continued next page 



Conservation areas in the World Heritage proposal 

Alps for Wor ld Heritage 
continued from previous page 

mil l ion years . T h e c o n t e m p o r a n e 
ous uplift of the alps prov ided moist 
condi t ions for the ul t imate deve lop
ment of a d iverse forest f o rm of the 
sc lerophyl l vege ta t ion wh ich today 
survives as a dynamic and wel l pre
s e r v e d l i v i ng r e c o r d of t h e s e 
even t s . 

A l though its h istory is less wel l 
k n o w n the fauna of the reg ion is 
also important for evolut ionary biol
ogy . Impor tan t d i scove r i es in the 
last two d e c a d e s s u c h as t h e 
mounta in pygmy p o s s u m and long-
footed potoroo are a sign of the l im
i ted na ture of ou r cur ren t k n o w l 
e d g e . U n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e 
re la t i onsh ip of the cha rac te r i s t i c 
spec ies , inc lud ing un ique m a r s u 
pial arboreal b rowsers , nectar suck
e rs a n d d i v e r s e s e e d e a t i n g 
par ro ts , to vege ta t i ve e lemen ts in 
the o p e n sc le rophy l l fo res , is c ru 
c ia l to the m a n a g e m e n t of t hese 
e l e m e n t s . T h e re la t i ve l y u n d i s 
t u rbed fo res ts of the n o m i n a t e d 
areas present unr ival led oppor tun i 
t ies for research. 

(b) Representing significant geo
logical processes and biological 
evolution 

The sites in this nominat ion pro
vide the best examp le poss ib le of 
t h e e v e r g r e e n s c l e r o p h y l l o u s 
lo res ts , one of the wor ld 's 14 pr in
cipal b iome types recognised in the 
I U C N S y s t e m of B iogeograph i ca l 
Prov inces ( In ternat ional Union for 
Conservat ion of Nature and Natural 
Resou rces , 1985) . Th is b i ome is 
e x t r e m e l y poor ly r ep resen ted in 
ex is t ing and pro tec ted wor ld her i 
tage si tes. 

The deta i led s tudy of the diver
sity of the sclerophyl l forest vegeta
t i o n a n d t h e p l a n t - a n i m a l 
re lat ionships is only just beg inn ing . 
T h e large n u m b e r of d is t inc t i ve 
g e n o t y p e s a r e a d i s t i n c t i v e 
r esou rce of i n te rna t iona l impor 
tance in their own right. This knowl 
edge a n d the lu tu re seed supp ly 
are of value wherever eucalypts are 
managed and p lan ted. 

(c) Contain rare or superlative natu

ral phenomena, formations or fea

tures of exceptional natural beauty 

The forests wh ich st i rred Baron 
Sir Ferd inand von Muel ler to elo
quence and to miss ionary zeal tor 
their expor t to o ther lands are a 
magni f icent s ight. They reach their 
zen i t h in the ta l l m o u n t a i n ash 
(Euca lyp tus regnans) forests - the 
ta l lest f l owe r i ng p lants on ea r th . 
But each of the di f ferent spec ies 
f rom the hardy snow g u m s to the 
wh i te box of the drier counl ry have 
a d is t inc t ive beau ty . Not surpr is
ing ly , the br ight l ight s t r e a m i n g 
through the open canopy is a major 
par t of the a t m o s p h e r e of the 
Austra l ian bush . 

The great extent of the forest is 
another ou ts tand ing feature, From 
the top of any one of the innumera
ble escarpments the country, as far 
as the eye can see. is covered wi th 
euca lyp l lorest , r idge after r idge to 
the hor izon. 

T h e r e are also m a n y wi lder
nesses incorpora t ing sec t ions 0 1 
most of the cha rac te r i s t i c land
scapes ot the reg ion. I h e rol l ing 
p la teau l andscapes ot Jagungal , 
t he Pi lot a n d M o u n t B o g o n g -
Mount Ne lse offer both a summer 
and win ter w i lderness exper ience, 
b e i n g i d e a l fo r c r o s s c o u n l r y 
ski ing, 

(d) Habitats where populations of 

rare or endangered species of 

plants and animals survive 

The alpine areas are the habitat 
o l a n u m b e r of spec ies w h i c h are 
l imi ted to the a rea , inc lud ing the 
m o u n t a i n p y g m y p o s s u m 
( B u r r a m y s pa rvus ) and the Baw 
Baw frog (Philoria frost i) , as wel l as 
many spec ies of insects . A l though 
the habi ta t s e e m s a d e q u a t e , all 
mus t be c o n s i d e r e d v u l n e r a b l e 
because of their restr icted distr ibu
t ions. The endemic plant spec ies 
of the e n v i r o n m e n t p robab ly fall 
into the s a m e ca tegory , a l though 
the c e s s a t i o n of g r a z i n g in the 
S n o w y M o u n t a i n s has i m p r o v e d 
the prospect for surv ival there. 

S o m e lo res t t ypes are rare in 
terms of limited areas which are in a 
na tura l cond i l i on . The on ly ex ten
s ive s tands of mon tane a n d wet 
sc le rophy l l nat ive tal l open lorest 
exist in a recent add i t i on to the 
S n o w y River Nat iona l Park and in 



t h e n e w l y c r e a t e d E r r i n u n d r a 
National Park. 

S u m m a r y o f j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
T h e s i te has u n u s u a l l y o u t 

s tanding e x a m p l e s of o p e n sclero
phyl l forest w h i c h d e v e l o p e d f r o m 
ra inforest in r e s p o n s e to nut r ient 
deficient soils and the dry ing of the 
cl imate. It is unique in te rms of its 
dominat ion by about 50 species of 
the d is t inct ive Euca lyp tus g e n e r a 
w h i c h deve loped dur ing Austral ia 's 
relative isolat ion fo l lowing its separ
ation f r o m G o n d w a n a . It is the best 
a rea in the w o r l d for s h o w i n g this 
speciat ion. 

Other areas of sc lerophyl l f lora 
a round the wor ld are mainly scrub . 
N o n e has e x t e n s i v e f o r e s t s . In 
Australia no other large area primar
ily of interest for its eucalypts offers 
such a large a l t i tudinal range for 
c o n t i n u i n g s p e c i a t i o n a n d 
migrat ion. 

• It offers the best prospects in the 
w o r l d for t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n of the 
e v e r g r e e n s c l e r o p h y l l o u s f o r e s t s 
b i o m e . 
• T h e e n d e m i c a lp ine v e g e t a t i o n 
has d e v e l o p e d f r o m a u t o c h t h o n 
o u s ( ind igenous) lowland v e g e t a 
t ion a n d migrants . T h e Aust ra l i an 
A lps is a regional d ispersa l centre 
for both e lements . 
• The higher areas are outstanding 
examples of a rock mant le created 
by p e r i g l a c i a l p r o c e s s e s . Unl ike 
most of the wor ld 's mounta in areas 
the soils are d e e p . 

• The processes of specia t ion are 
still cont inuing and future migrat ion 
within the region wil l be assisted by 
the over 2100 metres of al t i tudinal 
variation wh ich exists in the area. 
• The alps region provides habitats 
for popu la t ions of res t r ic ted s p e 
c ies , and the forests offer the best 
o p p o r t u n i t y on t h e c o n t i n e n t for 
the protect ion of characterist ic spe
c ies w h o s e fu tu re e l s e w h e r e is 
severe ly th rea tened . 
• The dist inct ive landforms, vege
tat ion and fauna c o m b i n e d w i th the 
a b s e n c e of a p e r m a n e n t resident 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d t h e u n d i s t u r b e d 
character of most of the area c o m 
bine to c rea te a super la t ive w i l d 
natural scenery. 

Dr Geoff Mosley has worked over 
the last two years as director of his 
environmental consultancy firm, 
Peak Environmental Enterprises. 
Before that he was director of the 
Australian Conservation Found
ation (1973-1986). A geographer 
by training he is the author of sev
eral books on conservation, the 
most recent being An ta rc t i ca Our 
L a s t W i l d e r n e s s (1986) and 
Aust ra l i a ' s W i l d e r n e s s H e r i t a g e : 
Wor ld Heritage Areas (1988). 

Cop ies ot the i l lustrated n o m i 
nat ion p r o p o s a l are ava i lab le for 
perusal in the N P A office l ibrary o r 
m a y be p u r c h a s e d f o r $ 2 0 
(enquir ies 571063) . 

REGENERATION -
PLEASE KEEP OFF 
says the sign. 
Cattle cannot read but they 
do appreciate a luscious 
pasture. In January cattle 
grazing on Mount Bogong in 
Victoria broke through an 
inadequate fence near the Cleve
 Cole Memorial Hut. 
They vigorously attacked 
many years of regeneration. 
The effect of removing cattle 
from the alps is most marked 
on Mount Bogong, where 
previously rutted tracks have 
been covered by natural 
regrowth. This also shows 
the effect of allowing cattle to 
graze other parts of the 
Victorian alps. The break-in 
was reported to the parks 
service at Falls Creek but as 
the area is remote little 
remedial action was 
expected before the cattle 
returned to the low country 
in autumn. Colour slide by 
Dianne Thompson, negative 
and print by Reg Alder. 

Cobberas-
Tingaringy still 
unproclaimed 
O n e of the vital par ts of the pro
p o s e d W o r l d Her i tage nomina t ion 
f o r t h e a l p s , t h e C o b b e r a s -
T i n g a r i n g y Na t iona l Park , i s , s t i l l 
u n p r o t e c t e d , d e s p i t e l o n g 
s t a n d i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . T h e r e a re 
cont inu ing de lays in the proc lama
t ion of par ts of the park , w h i c h is 
near the S n o w y River in Victor ia . 
T h e leg is la t ion c r e a t i n g the park 
w a s p a s s e d t e n y e a r s ago . T h i s 
v i ta l part of the V i c t o r i a n a lp ine 
national park is at risk f r o m mineral 
explorat ion and min ing . 

VNPA Newsletter 
D e c e m b e r 1988 



Parkwatch Parkwatch Parkwatch 

The view Irom a lookout along the Monolith Valley track, which is being 

upgraded, with Pigeon House in the distance. Photo Babette  Scougal 

Majority opposes 
exploitat ion of parks 
An op in ion pol l has shown thai 85 
per cent ot those su rveyed oppose 
minera l exp lo ra t ion and m in ing i r 
na t iona l parks . Over 70 per cent 
o p p o s e d g raz ing a n d t imber pro
duct ion in parks. The major i ty also 
d i sapp roved ot major tourist faci l i 
t ies in nat iona l pa rks , t h o u g h 72 
per cent f avoured the cons t ruc t ion 
of k iosks. 

The po l l of 1307 p e o p l e in 
J a n u a r y w a s c o n d u c t e d by the 
A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Foundat ion in assoc ia t ion w i th (he 
market research c o m p a n y , Frank 
Smal l and Associates. 

The po l l is a w a r n i n g tor the 
s la tes p lann ing minera l and tourist 
d e v e l o p m e n t in na t i ona l p a r k s , 
some of wh ich are detai led be low. 

ACF Conservation News 

March 1989 

Resort for 
Kangaroo Island 
Deve lopers have p r o p o s e d a $5 .5 
mill ion tourist resort for Rocky River 
in Fl inders Chase Nat ional Park on 
t he r u g g e d w e s t e r n c o a s t o l 
Kangaroo Is land. Local people and 
conse rva t i on i s t s o p p o s e the p ro 
p o s a l , w h i c h w o u l d a f fec t t he 
nat ional park 's f ragi le and un ique 
vege ta t i on 

The resort has been app roved 
in pr inciple by [he South Aust ra l ian 
Government . The Sou th Aust ra l ian 
Nal ional Parks and Wildl i fe Serv ice 
is a s s e s s i n g the e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impact of the proposal . 

Another tourist resort has been 
p roposed just outs ide the na l iona l 
park 

The Weekend Australian 
4-5 February 1989 

Other SA parks open 
for business 
M e a n w h i l e the f ight con t i nues in 
Fl inders Ranges National Park. The 
S o u l h Aus t ra l ian G o v e r n m e n t has 
a p p r o v e d the f irst s tage of a $50 
mil l ion resort near Wi lpena Pound . 
T h e A u s t r a l i a n C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Foundat ion is chal lenging the deci 
s ion in the cour ts and in lo rmat ion 
days wil l be held at the site and in 
Adela ide. 

T h e d i r e c t o r of t he S o u t h 
A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l Pa rks a n d 
Wildl i fe Service (and former south
east regional d i rector of the N S W 
serv ice) , Bruce Leaver, is reported 
to have said lhat commerc ia l tour
ism in national parks is necessary in 
' t imes of f iscal str ingency' . Mult iple 
land uses (m in ing , tou r i sm, g raz 
ing ) , in the f o r m of r e g i o n a l 
reseves. have been p laced under 
the con t ro l of Ihe park se rv ice 
which now manages 11 per cent of 
Ihe s ta te. Howeve r , on ly 3.8 per 
c e n t of t h e s t a t e is no t 

e n c u m b e r e d by minera l exp lora
t ion or other commerc ia l uses. 

A C F Conservation News 
March 1989 

Deua National Park 
ex tended 
The N S W Government has added 
137 hec ta res , i nc lud ing 4 0 hec
ta res o l r iver f r on tage , to Deua 
N a t i o n a l Park , o n the c o a s t a l 
escarpment east of Canber ra . The 
addi t ions are close to the Ara luen-
Moruya road in the northern part of 
the park. The park, which includes 
m u c h wi ld count ry ( f requent ly dis
t u rbed by t ou r -whee l - d r i ve r s on 
the network of ' f i re' trai ls) is now 



27 May-Saturday walk (A/B) 
Horae Gully Hut Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (h) 56 2426 (w) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30 am. A 15 km walk from Mt 
Clear camping ground along fire trails beside the Naas River to 
Horse Gully Hut and return. 140 km drive. 

27/28 May-pack walk (1) 
Hidden Valley Ref: Endrlck 1:25 000 
Leader: Dlanne Thompson 88 6084 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this delightful pack 
walk in the Budawangs. Visit Styles Creek, Pagoda Rocks and 
the Aboriginal rock arrangement on Quiltys Mountain. 25 km 
walk 340 km drive. 

3/4 June-pack walk (2) 
Hume and Hovell Track 
Ref: Department of Lands sketch map, Bossawa 
Campsite to Thomas Boyd Trackhead 
Leader: Phil Bubb 81 4929 (h) 46 6134 (w) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A 25 km walk along 
the Hume and Hovell Track from Micalong Swamp to the Goo-
barragandra River, through dry montane forest. A 35 km car 
shuffle may be necessary. 240 km drive. 

4 June-Sunday walk (A) 
Nursery Hill Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Neville Esau 86 4176 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A 10 km walk with a 
250 metre climb to one of the Nursery Peaks between Nursery 
and Rendezvous Creeks. Views over the central section of Na
madgi with a return trip via Nursery Swamp and Nursery Creek. 
100 km drive. 

10/11/12 June-car camp (1) 
Bournda 
Leader: Ian Currle 95 8112 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. Camping on Lake 
Wallagoot in the Bournda State Recreation Area. Beach and for
est walks. Consider staying even longer to fully explore and 
enjoy this restful scenic area. 200 km drive. 

17/18 June-pack walk (3) 
Booths Creek 
Ref: Mlchelago 1:25 000 
Leader: Jack Smart 48 8171 
Note: Not for beginners. Contact leader by Wednesday for de
tails. A walk from near the junction of Boboyan Road and the 
Brandy Flat Firetrail (810429) over Booths Hill and down the 
ridge to Booths Creek camping about 845462. A short explora
tory walk without packs along Booths Creek will be attempted 
before returning over the saddle (840462) to Brandy Flat Fire
trail (at 826456) and back along the track. 120 km drive. 

14 June-Wednesday midweek walk (A) 
Molonglo Gorge 
Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Olive Buckman 48 8774 

Meet at the first barbecue (picnic) area on the right (east) on 
Moreshead Drive after the main gate to Duntroon Military Col
lege at 10am. A 6 km return walk on tracks with some rocks and 
short climbs. 10 km drive. 

24/25 June-pack walk (2/3) 
Mt Owen 
Ref: CMW Budawangs 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (h) 56 2426 (w) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A walk to visit Mt 
Owen, Monolith Valley, Seven Gods Pinnacles, Natural Arch 
and possibly the Castle. 300 km drive. 

Outings program 
April to July 1989 

1 July-Saturday 
Cotter Gap and 

walk (C) 
Mt Orroral Ref: Corln Dam 1:25000 

Rendezvous Creek 1:25000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Note: Not for beginners. Contact leader by Thursday for details 
of this walk in Namadgi National Park. The plan is to walk to Cot
ter Gap and then explore some of the rock outcrops around Mt 
Orroral. Return via Nursery Creek. Some thick scrub may be 
encountered and rock scrambling will be involved. A short car 
shuffle is intended. 100 km drive. 

9 July-Sunday walk (A) 
Googong Reservoir Ref: Captains Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Meet at Wool worths car park Queanbeyan at 8.30 am. A 12 km 
walk through London Bridge to Curleys Falls and into Compo 
Canyon walking on some fire trails then back to the cars via Lon
don bridge. 50 km drive. 

13 July-Thursday midweek walk (B) 
Sawpit Creek 
Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. Please contact leader 
by 12 July. A 16 km return walk from the car park at Orroral Val
ley Tracking Station on fire trail and bridle track towards Cotter 
Gap. 80 km drive. 

Points to note 
New faces to lead, new places to go. Please help keep our out
ings program alive by volunteering to lead a walk occasionally. 
Telephone the walks convenor, Steven Forst, on 516817 (h). 

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Associa
tion of the ACT do so as volunteers in all respects and as such 
accept sole responsibility for any injury howsoever incurred 
and the National Parks Association of the ACT, its office bearers 
and appointed leaders are absolved from any liability in respect 
of any injury or damage suffered whilst engaged in any such 
outing. 

The Committee suggests a donation of FIVE cents per kilo
metre (to the nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each 
passenger accepting transport. Drive and walk distances quoted 
in the program are the approximate distances for return 
journeys. 

Outings guide 
Day walks carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack walks two or more days, carry all food and camping 

requirements. CONTACT LEADER BY 
WEDNESDAY. 

Car camps facilities often limited or non-existent. Vehicles 
taken to site can be used for camping. BOOK 
EARLY WITH LEADER. 

Other activities include nature rambles, field guide studies, ski 
tours, snow crafts and tree maintenance. 

Day walks - grading 
A Up to 15 km, mainly on tracks or forest roads, relatively flat 

terrain or shorter distances through trackless open 
bushland. 

B Up to 20 km, mainly on tracks, or shorter walks through 
trackless open bush. 

C As for B but may include rougher terrain, ie. heavy scrub, 
rock hopping or scrambling, or steep terrain. 

D Up to 30 km on relatively easy terrain, or less over track
less or steep terrain. 

Pack walks - grading 
1 Up to 14 km a day over relatively easy terrain. 
2 Up to 20 km a day, may involve long ascents. 
3 As (or 2 but may include rougher terrain, ie. heavy scrub, 

rock hopping or scrambling. 
4 Strenuous, long distance or much steep climbing or very 

difficult terrain. 
5 Exploratory walk in territory unfamiliar to the leader. 
The walks program contains additional information. If necessary, 
contact the leader. 



2 Apr i l -Sunday walk (A/B) 
Goodradigbee Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Steven Forst 516817(h) 562426{w) 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 
8.30am. A 10 km walk down and along the river. Some very 
sleep sections of track. 120km drive. 

11 Apri l -Tuesday midweek walk (A/B) 
Hut on Hospital Creek Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
NOTE Change of date from that in previous program. Meet at 
Kambah Village shops at 8.30am. A pleasant day walk of 12 km 
mostly on tracks. 100 km drive. 

8/9 Apr i l -pack walk (3/5) 
Smokers Flat/  McKeahnie  Area 
Ref: Corin dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday An exploratory walk towards Or
roral Valley trom a base camp at Smokers Flat to establish a link
age point for a future walk from the valley. 80 km drive. 

9 Apr i l -Sunday walk (B) 
Black Springs Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25 000 
Leader: Lyle Mark 86 2801 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 
8.30am. A 14 km walk to Fishing Gap and onto the Cotter River 
Partly along histonc bridle path. A long but gradual climb back to 
the gap. 70 km drive. 

12 Apri l -Wednesday meeting (D) 
Outings Program Meeting Ref: Canberra UBD 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (h), 56 2646 (w) 
Meeting to be held at Steven's place. 46 Wybalena Grove. 
Cook from 7.30pm. The contents of the next outings program 
will be discussed, along with any other business. All welcome. 

13 Apri l -Thursday midweek walk (A) 
C o l i n t o n Gorge Ref: ACT 1:100 000/ 

Bredbo 1:25 000 
Leader: Margaret Roseby 88 3679 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9am. A 15 km walk along the 
Murrumbidgee from Bredbo to nice vistas down Colinton 
Gorge. Level to undulating walking but with sand. rock, mud 
and probably cowpats underfoot. A short car shuffle is planned 
Bring the billy for tea! 150 km drive. 

15/16 Apri l -pack walk (5) 
Bundanoon Area Ref: Bundanoon 1:25 000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this exploratory 
walk in Morton National Park, near Bundanoon. No tracks, steep 
climbs and rock hopping are likely 300 km drive. 

16 Apri l -Sunday walk (A) 
Mt Ginin i ,  Gin in i  F la t   Flat Ref: Corln Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Lyle Mark 86 2801 
Meet at the open parking area to the east ot Bonner House. 

Woden Town Centre at Sam An 8 km walk among some of the 
highest peaks in the ACT. A botanist will be present to talk, on 
the flora of the region Note: The walk covers swampy terrain 
so a change of footwear would be advisable. 135 km drive 

16 April-Sunday walk (A) 
Mt Ainslie-Mt Pleasant Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Gary Schneider 54 9801 
Meet at the car park behind the War Memorial at 10.00am. An 
easy day walk with excellent views of Canberra. 

18 April-Tuesday midweek walk (A/B) 
Hardys Range Ref: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Charles Hill 95 8924 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road at 
9.30am A 10 km walk the length of Hardys Range, through in
teresting terrain and with good views. A steep climb up a tire-
break then easy undulating walking along the ridge. Total climb 
400 metres. Walking on forest roads and in parts open forest. 
Suitable for anyone who can puff up a firebreak rising 200 me
tres. 40 km drive. 

19 April-Wednesday midweek walk (A) 
Yerrabi Track Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Reg Alder 54 2240 
Meet at Namadgi National Park visitors centre on the Tharwa-
Adaminaby (Boboyan) road at 11.00am. A 5 km return walk 
along a well graded track constructed by members of the NPA 
with a 150 metre climb to a point with views of the spectacular 
and prominent features of Namadgi. 40 km drive (150 km round 
trip from Canberra) 

23 April-Sunday historic walk (B/C) 
Brayshaws Hut Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 

Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Andrew Lyne 88 6682 
Note: For experienced bushwalkers only. Meet at Brayshaws 
Hut on the right of the Boboyan Road just before Grassy Creek 
at 9.00am. This walk is planned by the Kosciusko Huls Associa
tion and will be jointly led by representatives of the KHA and 
NPA. A 19 km walk which lakes in Westermans Hut. Lone Pine 
Homestead, Boboyan Homestead ruin etc KHA members will 
discuss the historic significance of the sites visited. 160 km re
turn dnve from Canberra. 

23 April-Sunday walk (A) 
Historic walk Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 

Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Syd Comfort 86 2578 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9.00am This is a shorter varia
tion of the Brayshaws Hut walk. A 12 km walk from the junction of 
the Boboyan and Old Boboyan Roads visiting the hut and yards 
of the Naas Creek area, the Boboyan Homestead ruin and the 
site of James Brayshaw's house. 135 km drive. 

30 April-Sunday walk (A) 
Orroral Valley Ref: Corln Dam 1:25 000 
Leader; SnirJey Lewis 95 2720 

Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9 00am. A 14 km walk along 
Orroral Valley with lunch near Sawpit Creek Very little climbing 
involved 100 km drive. 

6 May-Saturday walk (C) 
Cotter Rocks Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (h), 56 2426 (w) 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 8 00am A 23 km walk from Or
roral Valley up the old bridle track to Cotter Gap and up to Cot
ter Rocks. This spectacular pile of giant boulders gives great 
views of Namadgi. One of the boulders has a dog leg fracture to 
walk through. This is a long walk mostly on trails, however, the 
final climb to the rocks is through open bush. 100 km drive. 

6/7 May-weekend away (A) 
Braidwood History Tour 
Leader: Kevin Frawley 82 3080 
Contact leader early as numbers are limited. The Braidwood dis
trict retains strong elements of 19th century European settle
ment, agricultural experimentation and development. The land
scape today reflects a settlement pattern and economy largely 
established by World War 1. During the weekend we will look at 
the history of the district in the course of visiting some of the 
remnants of 19th century settlement. Little walking involved. 
Families welcome. Numbers limited. NPA members only. 180 km 
drive. 

10 May-Wednesday midweek walk (A) 
Yerrabi Track Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Trevor Plumb 81 3258 
Meet at Kambah Village shops at 9.30am A 5 km walk along the 
NPA built Yerrabi Track to Boboyan Trig for fine views of Na
madgi National Park (weather permitting). A climb of 150 metres 
on a well-graded track 100 km drive. 

13/14 May-pack walk (3/5) 
Orroral Valley/Smokers Flat 
Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. An exploratory walk 
towards Smokers Flat from a base camp near the dog fence at 
the end ol Orroral Valley 100 km drive. 

14 May-Sunday walk (B/C) 
Fishing Gap to Camels Hump 
Ref: Tidbinbil la 1:25 000 
Leader: Phil Bubb 81 4929 (h) 46 6134 (w) 
Meet at the gate to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve by 9am at the lat
est An arduous but scenic walk over the ridges which form the 
Canberra skyline. 70 km drive. 

20 May-Saturday walk (A/B) 
Casuarina Sands lo Kambah Pool 
Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Dugald Monro 31 8776 
Meet at Kambah Pool overflow car park (turn right after crossing 
cattle grid at entrance) at 8 30 am. A 16 km walk on the Murrum
bidgee Walking Trail A car shuffle is necessary. 10 km drive. 



Parkwatch Parkwatch Parkwatch 
about 8 1 , 2 7 5 h e c t a r e s in ex tent , 
including 42 k i lometres of the w i n d 
ing a n d r u g g e d D e u a River . T h e 
new areas contain tall river oaks and 
wil l improve access to the park . A 
c a m p i n g a r e a is to be estab l ished 
on the river bank. 

National Parks Journal (NSW) 
D e c e m b e r 1988 

Encroaching on 
Murramarang 
T h e C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n f o r 
Wi lderness has ra ised the p r o b l e m 
of some caravan residents at Merry 
B e a c h e n c r o a c h i n g o n 
Murramarang Nat ional Park, on the 
s o u t h c o a s t of N S W . T h e N S W 
O p p o s i t i o n Leader , M r B o b Carr , 
has cr i t ic ised the occupa t ion in the 
N S W Par l i ament . T h e c a r a v a n s , 
some of w h i c h have annexes set in 
c o n c r e t e , a r e a c h e a p ( b u t 
c rowded) w a y of get t ing a hol iday 
home o n the beachfront . 

T h e Tota l E n v i r o n m e n t Cent re 
in S y d n e y has u r g e d t h e N S W 
Depar tment of Lands not to a l low 
a n y c a r a v a n p a r k s o n p u b l i c 
reserves a n d to r e m o v e those that 
are a l ready o c c u p y i n g p a r k l a n d s . 
Some caravan parks are in environ
m e n t a l l y s e n s i t i v e s i t e s b e s i d e 
w a t e r c o u r s e s o r b e h i n d s a n d 
dunes . T h e g o v e r n m e n t has p lans 
to legal ise s o m e c a r a v a n parks by 
revoking the reserve's status! 

A n o t h e r threat to t h e na t iona l 
park is a proposal to redevelop 524 
h e c t a r e s of l and o n t h e w e s t e r n 
shores of Durras Lake as a 'rural 
resor t ' . T h e T o t a l E n v i r o n m e n t 
Cent re in S y d n e y has p r o p o s e d 
extending the nat ional park to take 
in t h i s a rea , p r e s e n t i n g d e t a i l e d 
p lans to the N S W G o v e r n m e n t in 
1 9 8 5 . T h e o r i g i n a l p r o p o s a l to 
inc lude t h e lake in t h e p a r k w a s 
m a d e by the N S W Nat ional Parks 
a n d W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e in 1 9 6 9 . 
Conservat ion is ts have been p u s h 
ing for protect ion s ince t h e n . 

A n y c l e a r i n g or d e v e l o p m e n t 
w o u l d j e o p a r d i s e t h e in tegr i ty of 
the lake s y s t e m , o n e of t h e f e w 
rema in ing , relat ively u n d e v e l o p e d , 
large l agoons o n the s o u t h coas t . 

Durras Lake has a variety of hab i 
tats for water fowl and other fauna -
s h a l l o w es tuary , s h a l l o w sa l ine 
l agoon , sa l tmarsh , salt m e a d o w s , 
r e e d s w a m p s a n d c a s u a r i n a 
s w a m p s . N S W f ish ing author i t ies 
are c o n c e r n e d that u r b a n e x p a n 
sion may cause siltation and exces
sive w e e d g r o w t h in the lake , as 
has h a p p e n e d on the central N S W 
coast. 

Total Environment Centre 
Newsletter, N o v e m b e r 1988 

( T h e d i r e c t o r of t h e T o t a l 
Env i ronment Cent re , Milo Dunphy , 
will address the Associa t ion 's May 
genera l meet ing o n the p r o b l e m s 
of coastal deve lopment ) . 

Budawang track work 
The track t h r o u g h Mor ton Nat ional 
Park to Monol i th Val ley is at s o m e 
places like a four - lane h ighway, at 
o thers like a b o g g y p i g - p e n . T h e 
C a n b e r r a B u s h w a l k i n g C l u b , in 
conjunct ion wi th the N S W Nat ional 
Parks and Wildlife Service, is work 
ing to re route a n d s tab i l ise t h e 
t rack to reduce its e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impact . T h e work wil l include esta
b l i s h i n g n e w p a t h w a y s t h r o u g h 
Monol i th Val ley, post ing s igns a n d 
b u i l d i n g b r i d g e s . Mater ia ls have 
been air l i f ted into the area a n d a 
n u m b e r of w o r k i n g par t i es h a v e 
a l ready spent w e e k e n d s o n the 
job . 

A n y o n e w i s h i n g to h e l p t h e 
C a n b e r r a B u s h w a l k i n g C l u b w i t h 
the restorat ion w o r k shou ld contact 
t h e p r o j e c t c o o r d i n a t o r , D a v i d 
C a m p b e l l , o n ( 0 6 2 ) 5 4 1 5 1 1 
(home) or 754702 (work) . 

Nattai park proposal 
T h e C o l o n g F o u n d a t i o n f o r 
W i l d e r n e s s has l a u n c h e d a c a m 
paign to save the Nattai b u s h l a n d 
n o r t h w e s t of M i t t a g o n g . T h e 
rugged region is part of the Greater 
Blue Mounta ins Nat ional Park Plan 
put fo rward by Myles Dunphy a n d 
the Na t iona l P a r k s a n d Pr imi t i ve  Areas  Counc i l
 in 1933. 

The Nattai w i lderness conta ins 
large areas of f o r e s t e d river f lats 
and is rich in birdlife. I ronbarks and 

S y d n e y b lue g u m s c lo the t h e va l 
leys. T h e a r e a is C r o w n or Water 
Board land. 

Conservat ion is ts took the N S W 
Env i ronment Min is ter , T i m M o o r e , 
for a walk in the area in October. He 
sa id that the ma in obstac le is the 
o b j e c t i o n s of the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Mineral Resources , w h i c h does not 
want to 'steril ise' the coal under the 
p r o p o s e d park . A t t e m p t s at c o a l 
m i n i n g in the a r e a h a v e p r o v e d 
u n e c o n o m i c . 

Loca l po l i t i c ians , inc lud ing the 
N a t i o n a l P a r t y M e m b e r f o r 
G o u l b u r n , Rober t Webste r , have 
s u p p o r t e d t h e park p roposa l . A n y 
o t h e r s u p p o r t e r s s h o u l d wr i te to 
t h e N S W Premier , Nick Greiner , at 
Par l iament H o u s e , Sydney , cal l ing 
for dedicat ion of the park. 

Total Environment Centre 
Newsletter, N o v e m b e r 1988 

More mining 
for Kakadu 
B H P cont inues to p u s h for min ing 
in t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n z o n e w i t h i n 
s tage 3 of K a k a d u Nat iona l Park. 
The c o m p a n y has ga ined an explo
ra t ion l icence for t h e El S h e r a n a 
a r e a , n e a r C o r o n a t i o n H i l l . 
Submiss ions o n the env i ronmenta l 
impact statement for gold and plati
n u m min ing at Coronat ion Hill are 
c u r r e n t l y b e i n g a s s e s s e d . 
C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s h a v e o b j e c t e d 
tha t m i n i n g in t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
z o n e is a threat to wi ld l i fe in the 
h e a d w a t e r s of t h e S o u t h Al l igator 
R iver w h i c h f l o w s t h r o u g h t h e 
area. 

As the Federal Cabinet debates 
the meri ts of inc lud ing the conser 
vat ion zone in the national park, let
t e r s o p p o s i n g m i n i n g in t h e 
e x i s t i n g a n d p r o p o s e d n a t i o n a l 
park are needed . S e n d t h e m to the 
Pr ime Min is ter a n d o ther Cab inet 
ministers. 

A C F Conservation News 
March 1989 



Civic planning and the 
Kingsley Street area 

Gar-parking stretches t rom Marcus Clarke Street to the 
univers i ty . I he bnv i ronment c e n t r e is m tne mioaie 
distance on the left, the NPA office is to its left. 

" Ihe C iv i c C e n t r e Po l i cy P lan 
re leased by Ihe Nat iona l Cap i ta l 
U e v e l o p r n e n l Corn m i s s i o n (now 
d i sbanded ) in J a n u a r y 1989 has 
p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e for t he 
Assoc ia t i on a n d o ther o r g a n i s a 
t i ons l o c a t e d in the C h i i d e r s -
Kmgs iey-Hu i ton Slreet area 

The policy provides that 'a c o m 
muni ty use precinct a round Hut ton 
Street wi l l be c rea ted ' . The p lan 
recognises that Civic is the locat ion 
ot a wide range of social and c o m 
muni ty faci l i t ies wh ich serve bo th 
local and mei ropo l i tan popu la t ions 
and cont r ibute to Ihe divers i ty and 
character of Civic bo lh dur ing work
ing hours a n d at night. It is the 
intent ion ot the p lan that the uses 
current ly ca te red for in the Hu t l on 
Slreet precinct wil l be reta ined. 

C o m m u n i t y o rgan isa t ions may 
d raw comfor t f r om these p lann ing 
dec is ions but further reading of the 
plan indicates that the picture is not 
without shadows : 
• a permanent car parking structure 
is p l a n n e d to ad jo in the H u t t o n 
S t ree t c o m m u n i t y a r e a , f a c i n g 
Barry Drive and extending over the 
a r e a n o w o c c u p i e d by t h e 
Pens ioners ' C lub 
• a i i nougn ine pr imary lanu uses 
in tended for the Hut ton Street area 
are social commun i t y , cul tural and 
a health centre, o iher ancil lary land 
uses to be c o n s i d e r e d i nc l ude 
re ta i l , r e s t a u r a n t , o f f ice su i t es , 
motel and carparkmg 
• a regular review (annually) of Civic 
c o m m u n i t y spaces a n d requ i re 
men ts wil l be co -o rd ina ted by the 
ACT Administ rat ion 
• a l though the pol icy p lan remains 
valid afler the demise of the N C D C . 
the p lan may be c h a n g e d by the 
p lann ing author i t ies wh ich replace 
the commiss ion . Thus it is unl ikely 
thai this January 1989 plan wil l be 
the iast word on land use m C i . i c 

How does the p lan relate to Ihe 
s u b m i s s i o n s m a d e by t h e 
hes iuen i s oi ch i i ae r s and Kingsley 
St ree ts ( R O C K S ) in r esponse to 

Ihe 1988 dralt plan? The major poli
c ies a d v o c a t e d by R O C K S have 
been largely adopted in that a com-
muni iy precinct has been dec lared, 
ex is t ing uses wil l be reta ined and 
Ihe land use s t a t e m e n t m a k e s 
other uses subs id iary to c o m m u 
n i ty , soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l use 
However , R O C K S ' oppos i t ion lo a 
pa r k i ng s t ruc tu re has not been 
accep ted nor have Ihe conce rns 
about traffic pressures in Ihe area 
been a l layed. R O C K S put lo rward 
a concep t of a low key deve lop 
ment in a landscaped set t ing and 
th is has not b e e n spec i f i ca l l y 
adopted. However , wi thout favour
ing any part icular style or concept , 
the p lan does place a three-storey 

lim.t in Hut ton Street and requires 
lhat the bui ld ings in the precinct be 
deve loped on the basis of a com
p rehens i ve p lan thus leaving the 
way open for poss ib le acceptance 
ot many aspec ts ot the R O C K S 
proposa l . 

Thus by c rea t ing a commun i t y 
precinct in Hu l l on Street the p lan 
g ives a pos i t i ve d i rec t ion to the 
deve lopment ot the area but there 
con t inues lo be a need for vigor
ous commun i t y effort lo in f luence 
further p lann ing and deve lopment 
to ensure that commun i t y interesls 
are wel l served by future decis ions 
affecting the area. 

S y d C o m f o r t 



Conference 
on giardia 
Giardia is a parasit ic o r g a n i s m that 
causes persistent s t o m a c h pain . In 
N o r t h A m e r i c a g i a r d i a s i s has 
b e c o m e c o m m o n and is k n o w n as 
'backpackers ' d isease ' , it is a lso 
a f f e c t i n g i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s of 
t h o s e w h o dr ink u n t r e a t e d w a t e r 
f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n s t reams a round 
Canberra . (Anyone unwise enough 
to drink f r o m Canberra 's r ivers and 
lakes w o u l d be very likely to suffer 
f rom giardiasis). 

T h e m a n a g e r s of w a t e r c a t c h 
m e n t s , reservo i rs a n d a s s o c i a t e d 
rec rea t ion a r e a s h a v e to f ace a 
n u m b e r of d i f f icu l t m a n a g e m e n t 
issues. These include t h e p r o b l e m 
of p ro tec t ing nat ive an imals w h i c h 
may be carriers of the d isease. 

A s w e l l a s s p r e a d i n g in water 
ways , giardia can be t ransmi t ted by 
h a n d to m o u t h c o n t a c t in p laces 
w h e r e h i g h s t a n d a r d s of pe rsona l 
hygiene are not ma in ta ined , includ
ing s o m e chi ld-care centres. 

T h e C e n t r e f o r C o n t i n u i n g 
Education at the Austral ian Nat ional 
Univers i ty is o r g a n i s i n g a confer 
ence o n the m e d i c a l a n d w a t e r -
m a n a g e m e n t i ssues of g iard ia , to 
be he ld o n 21 Apr i l . T h e confer 
ence wil l b r ing together exper ts on 
a n u m b e r of a s p e c t s of g i a r d i a . 
Par t ic ipants w i l l e x a m i n e its ep i 
demio logy , pa tho logy a n d d i a g n o 
s is , as w e l l a s its d e t e c t i o n a n d 
t reatment in water suppl ies. 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e is o p e n to 
a n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d in g i a r d i a . For 
i n f o r m a t i o n w r i t e t o t h e G i a r d i a 
Confe rence , Centre for Cont inu ing 
E d u c a t i o n , A N U , G P O B o x 4 , 
Canber ra 2 6 0 1 , or te lephone (062) 
4 9 3 8 9 1 . 

Grants for National Estate 
announced 
T h e F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t has 
m a d e a grant of $ 1 3 , 5 0 0 to t h e 
A C T P a r k s a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n 
S e r v i c e to r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e 
G u d g e n b y pine plantat ion over the 
next th ree years . T h e w o r k , p r o 
p o s e d in the p lan of m a n a g e m e n t 
for N a m a d g i Nat ional Park, relates 
to rad ia ta p i n e s at t h e s o u t h e r n 
e n d of the B o b o y a n pine p lan ta 
t i o n . T h e s e w e r e b u r n t d u r i n g 
busbf i res in 1983 a n d have b e e n 
neg lec ted s ince . 

G r a n t s m a d e u n d e r t h e 
National Estate Grants Program for 
t h e A C T w e r e a n n o u n c e d in 
February . T h e grants to ta l led $70 
000 for 1988-89 a n d $23 0 0 0 f o r 
later years. 

Other grants to the Parks a n d 
Conservat ion Service w e r e for: 
• the preparat ion of a conservat ion 
p lan f o r s i tes of c u l t u r a l s ign i f i 
cance in the L o n d o n Br idge karst 
area ($5000) . Si tes ident i f ied wi l l 
be n o m i n a t e d for the Register of 
the Nat ional Estate. 
• the preparat ion of a conservat ion 
p lan for caves in the Paddy's River 
precinct ($8000) . S igni f icant si tes 
wil l be nominated for the Register 
of the National Estate. 

• the preparat ion of a conservat ion 
p l a n f o r t h e R e i d U r b a n 
C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a ( $ 1 5 0 0 0 ) . 
S igni f icant e lements wi l l be ident i 
f ied to br ing u p to da te t h e l ist ing 
o n t h e R e g i s t e r of t h e N a t i o n a l 
Estate . 

• a survey of g o v e r n m e n t hous ing 
stock in cent ra l Canber ra , in c o n 
j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e A C T H o u s i n g 
Trust ($20 000 ) . T h i s project wi l l 
ident i fy p ieces of cul tura l her i tage 
of Nat ional Estate signif icance. 

The Nat ional Trust of Austra l ia 
(ACT) has received grants to: 
• p u b l i s h r e g i s t e r s of c l a s s i f i e d 
p l a c e s a n d of s i g n i f i c a n t 2 0 t h -
c e n t u r y a r c h i t e c t u r e in t h e A C T 
($5000 ) . 
• r e s e a r c h , r e c o m m e n d t h e 
Nat ional Estate l ist ing of, a n d pub 
l ish a register of c lass i f ied p laces 
($17 000) . 

T h e A C T c h a p t e r of the Royal 
A u s t r a l i a n Inst i tu te of A r c h i t e c t s 
r e c e i v e d a g r a n t of $ 9 , 5 0 0 t o 
r e c o r d a n d exhibi t en t r ies in t h e 
Mar ion Mahoney Grif f in M e a s u r e d 
D r a w i n g C o m p e t i t i o n , w h i c h p r o 
v i d e s a c c u r a t e a n d e n d u r i n g 
records of Nat iona l Estate b u i l d 
ings in the ACT. 

Hazardous chemicals 
seminar 
T h e A u s t r a l i a n E n v i r o n m e n t 
Counci l (the counci l of all env i ron
ment ministers) will ho ld a seminar 
on hazardous chemica ls o n 8 and 
9 May in Be lconnen . 

T h e t o p i c is Education for 
understanding chemicals - putting 
chemical hazards in perspective. It 
a ims to o v e r c o m e ignorance and 
misconcept ions about the relat ive 
hazards a n d benef i ts of chemica ls 
in the env i ronment . 

T h e s e m i n a r h a s b e e n 
d e s i g n e d for t e a c h e r s a n d o t h e r 
e d u c a t o r s , m a n u f a c t u r e r s a n d 
users of c h e m i c a l s , c o n s e r v a t i o n 

ists , f a r m e r s , u n i o n s , e m e r g e n c y 
services and the news media . 

T h e keynote speaker wi l l be Dr 
Herbert Thier , f r o m the Univers i ty 
of Cal i fornia , Berkeley. H e is direc
tor of a project d e v o t e d to the inte
g ra t ion of c h e m i c a l c o n c e p t s a n d 
social issues. 

T h e seminar fee is $60 . A n y o n e 
interested shou ld contact , as soon 
as possible, the A E C seminar orga
niser, chemica ls m a n a g e m e n t sec
t i o n , Depar tment of the Ar ts , Sport , 
t h e E n v i r o n m e n t , T o u r i s m a n d 
T e r r i t o r i e s , G P O B o x 7 8 7 , 
Canberra 2 6 0 1 . 



Just briefly 
At an official d inner held recently in 
M e l b o u r n e . N P A m e m b e r s Bil l 
A d a m s and Char les Hill we re pre
sen ted wi th meda ls c o m m e m o r a l -
ing 50 years w i l h the M e l b o u r n e 
Bushwalk ing Club. 

»fi *J» 2JC 

A c o l o n y of s t r a n g e l y s i l en t , 
u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y n o n -
odo r i f o rous ' f ly ing foxes ' is p res
ently h a n g i n g f r om fo l iage at the 
A u s t r a l i a n National Botanic 
Gardens . It helps create the correct 
a tmosphe re in the v is i tors ' cen t re 
(open w e e k d a y s 10am-4pm, week 
ends 9 3 0 a m - 4 . 3 0 p m ) for the cur
rent d i s p l a y R a i n F o r e s t - a 
w o r l d o f d i f f e r e n c e , w h i c h 
o p e n e d in D e c e m b e r and con t in 
ues until late in May. 

To quo te the g a r d e n s ' n e w s 
re lease 'The exh ib i t i on d i sp l ays 
flora and fauna of Austral ia 's rainfo
res ts a n d o u t l i n e s the f e a t u r e s 
w h i c h cha rac te r i se these spec ia l 
p laces. ' As we l l as the more cor
rect ly n a m e d fruit ba ts , there are 
tw is ted v ines , pr imi t ive f l owe r i ng 
p lan ts , s t r ang le r f i g s , ra in fo res t 
insects of amaz ing size and colour 
and other se ldom-seen t reasures. 

the lesser long-eared bat 

It is appropr iate to ment ion here, 
one of the g a r d e n s ' ho r t i cu l tu ra l 
t r i umphs - the Ra in fo res t Gu l l y 
Only 20 years ago th is w a s a dry 
gul ly w i th a few sca t te red euca 
lypts. Now, s h a d e d pa thways and 
boa rdwa lks gu ide vis i tors th rough 
majest ic t ree- ferns and tall rainfor
est t rees - p lan t ings rang ing f rom 
the wet va l leys of Tasman ia to the 
m o u n t a i n r a i n f o r e s t s of n o r t h 
Q u e e n s l a n d . Sea ts p l aced a long 

Ihe way are an invi tat ion to l inger 
awhi le in the coolness. 

D id y o u k n o w t h a t t h e 
A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l B o t a n i c 
Gardens: 
• o c c u p y 90 hec ta res o n the 
s l o p e s of B l a c k M o u n t a i n , 
Canber ra , and 80 hectares at the 
Jerv is Bay annexe on the N S W 
coast 
• we re o p e n e d in 1970 and now 
con ta in 90 ,000 l ive p lants repre
sent ing 6,000 spec ies and receive 
about 40,000 visitors each year 
• a ims to inc rease k n o w l e d g e , 
a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d e n j o y m e n t of 
Austra l ia 's plant her i tage by esta
b l i sh ing a national collection of 
l iving and herbar ium spec imens of 
Aus t ra l ian p lants for s tudy , inter
pretat ion and display. 

Visitor services aim to provide a 
favourab le env i ronment for people 
to en joy a n d u n d e r s t a n d the 
nat iona l co l lec t ion in the ga rdens 
a n d Aus t ra l i a ' s p lan t he r i t age , 
t h rough pub l i ca t i ons , exh ib i t ions 
and interpret ive p rograms. 
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Whi ls t graf f i t i on moun ta in tops 
should not be c o n d o n e d , it is diff i
cult to ignore the cur ios i ty and 
interest c rea ted on d iscover ing the 
scr ibbl ings of 80 or 90 years ago, 
as Reg Alder demons t ra tes in the 
fo l lowing cont r ibu t ion : 

T i d b i n b i l l a , t he 1 5 6 1 - m e t r e 
peak sou thwes t of C a n b e r r a , 
has a lways b e e n a beckon ing 
beacon lor walkers to c l imb, and 
I r o m it en joy the e x t e n s i v e 
v iews o l the Canber ra plain and 
the Cotter valley. 

The w o o d e n t r i gonomet r i ca l 
stat ion on Tidbinbi l la Peak w a s 
e r e c t e d in 1 8 9 7 a n d un t i l 
recent ly had wea the red the vio
lent storms which blast across its 
na r row r idge . T h e top of the 
mas l rotted and the vanes carry-
m g the graffit i" of 2 0 2 ag i le , 
de termined walkers has fal len to 
the g r o u n d . The re is now no 
'visitors book' on Tidbinbi l la. 

O n 18 A u g u s t 1 9 0 2 , A 
Mclntyre w a s the first to penci l a 
n a m e , f o l l o w e d by s o m e in 
1 9 0 7 , e a r l y c a d e t s f r o m 
D u n t r o o n in 1912 a n d s o m e 
f rom the S y d n e y Univers i ty in 
1913 . N a m e s fo l low regular ly 
o v e r t he i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s , 
inc lud ing one who may not now 
w ish to be assoc ia ted wi th graf
fit i . A comple te list of the names 
has been recorded. 

It is amazing wi th the exposure 
to the weather , tha i the vanes 
w i th the ear ly n a m e s are only 
sl ighl ly less legible than those of 
more recent or ig in. 
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Obvious ly Reg does not take signs 
a long the road at their face va lue, 
as ev idence in his other i tem: 

S e e n f r o m t h e r o a d 
T A L L A N G A T T A VALLEY - PINE 
F R E E Z O N E . It is not that the 
fa rmers object to p ines, but the 
resumpt ion of c lea red land for 
p ine p lan ta t ions . Nat ive forests 
in the area are now cons idered 
too s teep for c lear ing and too 
e x p e n s i v e for g r o w i n g p ines . 
The lower, a l ready c leared hills 
a r e a m o r e e c o n o m i c a l 
p ropos i t i on . 

O n the bo rde r of an esta
b l i s h e d p ine fo res t , N A T I V E 
P L A N T S A N D A N I M A L S A R E 
P R O T E C T E D . They p robab l y 
need to be, as not many wou ld 
be found in the steri le understo-
rey of the pines. 

* # # # * 



Nature of Australia 
producer talks Brief travelogues brought to you in 

the last issue were of Af r ica , 
America, Fair Isle, and Lord Howe 
island, with highlights of trips made 
by Norma Price, the Curries, and 
Olive Buckman. Here are a few fea
tures of a trip to Europe taken 
recently by Sheila Kruse. 

During four happy weeks in 
England and Scot land , the t ime 
was divided between family affairs, 
and walking in the country and in 
fresh sea air, the latter promoting 
the healthy appet i te required for 
those enormous Scottish meals!. 
Four memorable weeks were spent 
in France. A visit was made to his
toric Bayeux to v iew the famous 
tapestry, thereby fulfilling a Jong-
s tand ing a m b i t i o n for S h e i l a . 
Bayeux has other claims to fame. It 
w a s the first French town to be lib
erated f rom the Nazi occupation in 
1945, and as such is a fitting loca
tion for the vast D-Day, Normandy 
Land ing M u s e u m . Five days of 
Mediterranean warmth were appre
ciated at sunny Toulon alter the 
cold temperatures experienced in 
the charming small town of Colmar 
is Alsace: As well , a few days were 
spent in Paris (apparently working 
her usual magic). 

Only perhaps one other city is 
more celebrated in music and song 
than Paris. That is Vienna, where 
Sheila spent four days enjoying the 
beauty of baroque architecture and 
music. Just ask her about it. 
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Contributions to this column, partic
ularly items regarding members and 
their ou t ings , etc are requi red . 
Please forward to Mell iodora on 
881889 . 

The February mee t ing of the 
Assoc ia t ion w a s t rea ted to an 
address by a producer f r o m the 
A u s t r a l i a n B r o a d c a s t i n g 
Corporation's natural history unit, 
Dione Gilmour. As well as showing 
v i d e o t a p e f r o m the a c c l a i m e d 
series. Nature of Australia, Dione 
revealed the techniques and skills 
required to make such a documen
tary. Of course, as any wildl i fe 
watcher knows, one of the secrets 
to seeing animals is pat ience . 
Another is advice f rom experts in 
the field. 

But there were some particular 
innovat ions that cont r ibu ted to 

The Association has written to the 
N S W M i n i s t e r f o r L o c a l 
Government and Planning , Mr 
David Hay, expressing its concern 
at a proposal to extend the red 
gravel quarry near Ginninderra 
Falls, just outside the ACT. Tharwa 
Sands Ply Ltd has made the pro
posal to Yarrowlumla Shire. 

The plan is to extend the exist
ing quarry to the top of the hill and 
into an area that (he shire has des
ignated , under its 1986 Local 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P l a n , a n 
Environment Protect ion (Scenic) 
Z o n e . This zone inc ludes the 
Ginninderra Falls, a popular recrea
tion area and tourist attraction. 

According to the February newslet
ter of Canberra Action on Smoking 
and Health, Ashes to Dust, half of 
the fires in the ACT in 1987-88 for 
which a cause was identified were 
c a u s e d by s m o k i n g mater ia ls . 
Cigarette butts and other smoking 
materials were suspected of caus
ing 35.8 per cent of all bushfires. 
W h e n the f igure for u n k n o w n 
causes w a s distributed among the 
suspected causes, this indicated 
the higher figure. 

m a k i n g the t e l e v i s i o n ser ies . 
Scenes in the canopy of the rain
forest were taken by a photogra
pher suspended f rom a flying fox. 
Unusual footage of platypus in a 
stream was shot in a netted stretch 
of a river nearHobart . SkiWul editing 
combined broad vistas of Australia 
with close-ups of animals taken in a 
studio in Melbourne. 

The meet ing also heard f rom 
one of the candidates in the ACT 
elect ion, Tony Fleming, a former 
d i r e c t o r of the C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Council of the South East Region 
and Canberra w h o wil l go close lo 
taking a seat in the assembly. 

The Associat ion bel ieves that 
the environment protection zoning 
was made with good reason. The 
area is environmental ly sensit ive 
and enhances the visual amenity ol 
the shire. The letter s tated thai 
quarrying should not be al lowed in 
the environment protect ion zone. 
The quarry could be substantially 
ex tended wi thout intruding into 
the zone. 

The letter s ta led that whatever 
economic arguments were put for 
the quarry extension, 'the long-
term preservation of this area for 
the en joyment of present and 
future generations is the only con
sideration in this matter.' 

S u s p e c t e d c a u s e s o f b u s h -
f i r e s in t h e A C T , 1987-88 

Smoking materials 3 5 . 8 % 
Camplires 1 0 . 1 % 
Lightning 7 .3% 
Device 4 . 6 % 
Burnoff 4 . 6 % 
Vehicle 3 .7% 
Other 4 .6% 
Unknown 2 9 . 4 % 

Quarry extension queried 

Butts start bushfires 
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Marvellous Namadgi 
Dear Reg 
In a senlence, we had a marvellous 
walk ihrough Namadgi We had a 
drizzly, cold start as we walked up 
the Orroral Valley to make camp by 
lunchl ime which was all mosl ol the 
group wanted to do atler ihe long 
overnight bus trip In the afternoon 
as the ram cleared four ol us walked 
up to what Graham Barrow has 
cal led in his latest book, Eyerie 
Rock 

On the fo l lowing morn ing we 
walked up to Mount McKeahn ie 
and then alter lunch look to Ihe 
road and (hen the bridle path to 
Cotter Gap where we camped 
From Cotter Gap we cl imbed up lo 
thai big rock to the south There 
are some good views there but the 
real feature is a fantastic passage
way through Ihe rock where it has 
split in a precise L-shape The line 
of the passageway is so straight, it 
looks as though it's man-made 
From there we walked soulh along 
the ridge through ihe somet imes 
quite thick hre regrowth until we 
d ropped down to Little Creamy 
Flats. 

Alter lunch we cl imbed up on 10 
the bluff you marked GV on my map 
for good views (it became known to 
us as Mount GV) and then south lo 
Namadgi past the bora ground I 
th ink the view f rom ihe lop ol 
Namadgi is just great Although not 
as high as Kelly, you really are right 
in the centre ot all that wi lderness 
area and the weather was perfect 
except for a very strong westerly 
wind which blew lor most ol the trip 
We returned to camp by the very 
easy route - Creamy Fiats and along 
Creamy Creek I wou ld love lo 
return to Creamy Flats someday to 
camp lor a couple ot nights 

The fol lowing day we headed 
down Creamy Flats Creek through 
thick fire regrowth and did a side 
trip lo Coronet Peak 

Atler lunch we crossed . -jr Ihe 
ndge and down towards the junc
t ion of L ick ing Hole Creek and 
Creamy Flats Creek 1 wish we 

Indn ' i li was hard going down the 
steep slope but worse was the tire 
regrowlh on the flat At one stage 
we just had to take to the creek but 
even that was no good as the way 
was blocked wi lh Hood rubbish. 
Next l ime I would use the track out 
from Little Creamy Flats. Still we got 
to a campsite on Bimberi Creek and 
had enough time for a late after
noon stroll to Colter Flats 

The fol lowing morning we left 
the road about 300 metres soulh 
ot Cotter Hut tor the ascent of 
Bimberi It was very steep at first, 
then s teady go ing and a bit 
scrubby on the last section belore 
we reached Ihe snow grass and 
snow gums. It was a lour hour climb 
lo ihe ing where we had lunch and 
then crossed that open bowl to the 
west of the trig point lo make camp 
it was well worth camping on the 
top wi lh a spectacular sunset that 
night 

Next day to Murray Gap, up 
Murray for lunch and Ihen to the 
very nice camp ing spot below 
Mount Morgan t ravel l ing cross 
country. After a packless early 
morning ascent up Morgan, we fol
lowed the road down and crossed 
ihe flat to the base of Scabby. I 
simply could not find the start of 
the lire Irail up to Scabby you had 
marked on the map so we pushed 
up thai l idge and finally about two 
thirds of the way up came onto it. It 
is m a dreadful condition - really it is 
an eroded gutter and no attempt 
has been made lo put logs across 
lo prevent erosion 

The v iews f rom the top of 
Scabby were great, particularly on 
to the southern ridge where we 
could see a small tarn We then 
moved th rough thick regrowth 
again along the Scabby ridge to 
the small tarn which had very little 
water in it. to camp That was our 
hardest day and in hindsight I 
should have s topped at Mount 

On Ihen along the ridge, drop
ping down to Sam's Creek and a 

packless round trip up to Mount 
Kelly and over to the mountain lo 
its west Sam's Creek is a problem 
area. Too many groups going in 
and lighting campfires so the area 
is becoming dotted wi lh campfire 
remains. 1 have a strict policy now of 
no fires for groups I lead in wilder
ness areas All cooking must be 
done by stoves The wind on Kelly 
was unbelievably strong 

The next day along the creek 
and a side trip up Mount Gudgenby 
where we saw the first people 
since leaving Orroral valley. Then 
alter regaining packs, along the 
Naas Valley to camp near the yards 
I had forgotten what a beautiful 
valley it is, but Ihe rabbits pose 
enormous problems, they are in 
such great numbers 

On the last day alter a morning 
walk up on to Sentry Box Hill (we 
didn't bother going right around to 
the Sentry Box rock) we walked out 
to the wai l ing bus on the Boboyan 
Road 

In just over a week's time four ol 
us head to Cooma for 10 days in 
the Brogo wi lderness - still the 
most fantastic place I have ever 
been to 

Thank you very much for your 
advice for our walk, it was abso
lutely vital and meant that we did 
the right thing in relation to getting 
camp ing permits for the Cotter 
catchment. 

S t e p h e n J o h n s t o n 

Stephen Johnston is a Melbourne 
journalist and member of the 
Association He is also vice-
president of the Victorian National 
Parks Association. This is 'ie text 
of a letter to Reg Alder 
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Shy ladies and their family 
I recently began col lect ing mater ia l 
for a talk about Allan C u n n i n g h a m , 
botanist and explorer. As wel l as re
reading W G McMinn's biography of 
C u n n i n g h a m ( M e l b o u r n e U n i 
vers i ty Press , 1970) a n d p lann ing 
to consult at least s o m e of its many 
r e f e r e n c e s , I o b t a i n e d f r o m the 
Nat ional Library a pr int -out of post-
1970 p u b l i c a t i o n s o n my c h o s e n 
subject. This list w a s short but c o n 
ta ined o n e tit le I f o u n d in t r igu ing 
'A l lan C u n n i n g h a m a n d t h e Shy 
Ladies at Caley 's Repulse ' . As far 
as I knew, C u n n i n g h a m had little to 
d o w i t h lad ies , shy o r o t h e r w i s e , 
after his mother 's dea th w h e n he 
w a s still a ch i ld . O n the other hand , 
one of his f avour i t e p h r a s e s w a s 
'the pursui t of Flora ' a c c o r d i n g to 
his first b iographer , Robert Heward 
in 1842. 

The Shy Ladies article w a s by A 
E J A n d r e w s a n d a p p e a r e d in the 
Journal of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society in October 1985. 
As I s o o n f o u n d , it c o n t a i n s no 
i n f o r m a t i o n w h a t s o e v e r a b o u t 
C u n n i n g h a m ' s s o c i a l l i fe , bu t is 
nevertheless of s o m e interest. 

First, a l itt le exp lana t ion about 
Caley's Repulse . Th is w a s a ca i rn , 
or pe rhaps just a h e a p of s tones , 
near L inden o n the Blue Mounta ins 
of N e w S o u t h W a l e s . B l a x l a n d , 
L a w s o n a n d W e n t w o r t h s a w it in 
1813 and associated it wi th George 
Bass . Wi l l i am Cox in 1814 cal led it 
Caleys Pile and Lachlan Macquar ie 
in 1815 re fe r red to it as K e a l y s 
Repulse b e c a u s e , as C u n n i n g h a m 
recorded in Apri l 1817, it w a s 'sup
p o s e d to have been erected by the 
indefat igable a n d persever ing bot 
anist Mr G e o r g e Ca ley , and s u s 
p e c t e d t o h i s f a r t h e r m o s t 
advancement W e s t w a r d in a g r a n d 
botan ica l e x c u r s i o n w h i c h he had 
under taken w i t h a v iew to cross ing 
the Mountains' . (Caley w a s paid 15 
shi l l ings a w e e k as a botanica l co l 
lector by Sir J o s e p h b a n k s a n d 
opera ted in New South W a l e s a n d 
Van Dieman's Land b e t w e e n 18U0 
and 1810) . 

A c c o r d i n g to A n d r e w s there is 
no evidence that Caley ever visi ted 
t h i s s i t e . O n h is e x p e d i t i o n , in 
1804, he kept to t h e nor th of the 
Grose River and reached a point in 
t h e v i c i n i t y of M o u n t B a n k s . 
W h e t h e r or not he met t h e S h y 
Ladies has not been establ ished. 

But w h o or w h a t w e r e t h e Shy 
L a d i e s ? If y o u are s c h o o l e d in 
botany, I suggest you read no fur
ther. But if, like me, you are an ama
teur w h o l ikes to see e v e n a few 
smal l p ieces of the giant botanica l 
j i g s a w fit toge ther , t h e n th is m a y 
interest y o u . Today the Shy Ladies 
are cal led Acrophyllum australe a n d 
their family is the Cunoniaceae (R D 
H o o g l a n d , Brunonia, 1 9 8 1 , 4 : 
213-16) , a l though in ear l ier pub l i 
cat ions you are likely to f ind t h e m 
under Calycomis s australis. 

Acrophyllum is a rare shrublet 
f o u n d amongst f e rns in a f e w dark , 
moist s i tes b e t w e e n S p r i n g w o o d 
a n d L a w s o n - no t at C a l e y ' s 
Repulse itself, w h i c h C u n n i n g h a m 
d e s c r i b e d as an 'ex t remely b leak 
barren part'. 

In his descr ip t ion of t h e s h r u b 
Andrews says it is likely to put us in 
m i n d of S y d n e y ' s 'b lack wa t t l e ' . 
That statement c a m e as a surpr ise 
to me but t h e a n s w e r is s i m p l e . 
S y d n e y ' s b lack w a t t l e is not a n 
acacia but is Callicoma serratifolia, 
a n o t h e r m e m b e r o f t h e 
Cunoniaceae family. 

According to Thistle Harris in my 
1962 ed i t ion of Wild Flowers of 
Australia, the f irst w o o d u s e d in 
A u s t r a l i a f o r t h e w a t t l e s of t h e 
wat t le -and-daub huts w a s cut f r o m 
t rees of th is s p e c i e s . T h e y w e r e 
c o m m o n a r o u n d t h e s h o r e s of 
Sydney Cove and Black Wattle Bay 
rece ived its n a m e f r o m the m a n y 
s p e c i m e n s g r o w i n g in the s w a m p 
at its head (now W e n t w o r t h Park) . 
Later, acacias c a m e to be used as 
watt les and by popular consent the 
c o m m o n name of 'wattle' w a s trans
fer red to t h e m . 

There are some f ine spec imens 
of Callicoma serratifolia in the ra in

f o r e s t a r e a at t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
National Bo tan ic G a r d e n s , a l o n g 
w i t h t w o o ther at t ract ive m e m b e r s 
of the fami ly , Ceratopetalum gum-
miferum ( the N e w S o u t h W a l e s 
Chr is tmas bush) a n d C. apetalum 
( c o a c h w o o d ) . A n o t h e r m e m b e r of 
t h e f a m i l y , a n d o n e t h a t c o u l d 
n e v e r b e c a l l e d s h y , is 
Andopetalum, no tor ious in s o u t h 
w e s t T a s m a n i a f o r its h o r i z o n t a l 
habit . Its s lender s t e m s b e n d a n d 
tangle to f o r m a lmost impenet rab le 
hor izontal jung les . 

T r e v o r P l u m b 

Sick and 
injured 
animals 
T h e W i l d l i f e F o u n d a t i o n is a n 
o r g a n i s a t i o n t h a t c a r e s f o r 
o p h a n e d , s ick a n d in jured nat ive 
birds and other animals in the ACT. 
It is a vo luntary o r g a n i s a t i o n tha t 
cooperates wi th the A C T Parks and 
Conservat ion Serv ice . 

T h e foundat ion has a very g o o d 
record of rehabi l i ta t ing y o u n g m a g 
p i e s , w o m b a t s a n d k a n g a r o o s -
even the occasional p la typus - and 
returning t h e m in a fit state to t h e 
w i l d . For f e e d i n g t h e y o u n g an i 
mals they use spec ia l fo rmu las of 
milk. 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n is s e e k i n g n e w 
m e m b e r s or donat ions of money or 
equipment - an o ld cage. If you are 
i n t e r e s t e d in h e l p i n g , o r c o m e 
a c r o s s a n i n j u r e d a n i m a l , t e l e 
p h o n e the 24 -hour a n s w e r i n g ser
v ice o n (062) 8 0 4 5 3 7 o r w r i t e to 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n at P O B o x 2 0 7 , 
J a m i s o n Centre A C T 2614 . 



Youth on right track 
Much is wr i t ten about youth today 
w i t h its p red i l ec t i on to r t o b a c c o , 
a l coho l , d rugs a n d all m a n n e r of 
material acquis i t ions. 

Recen t l y , in t he c o m p a n y o l 
s e v e r a l o t h e r N P A m e m b e r s , I 
w a l k e d for f i ve d a y s ove r Moun t 
B o g o n g in the V ic to r i an na t iona l 
park of the s a m e name . Out party 
c o n s i s t e d of t he two y o u n g e r 
T h o m p s o n ch i ld ren w h o m a n a g e d 
Ihe prob lems of pack we igh ! , s teep 
ter ra in , long c l imbs , ra in, heat and 
cold wi th a posi t ive equanimi ty that 
made their company a pleasure. 

At every c a m p w e were jo ined 
by young peop le . At the first, in the 
company of their mothers , they had 
c o m e a c r o s s the top of Moun t 
B o g o n g in mist and rain lo m a k e 
c a m p on s o d d e n g r o u n d . T h e y 
freely ga the red w o o d , albeit a little 
too enthus ias t ica l ly , ass is ted their 
parents and made no intrusions on 
our affinity wi th the peacefu lness of 
our camp a longside the Big River. 

Mount Bogong is a popular des
t inat ion for day- t r ippers c o m i n g up 
one of the spu rs f r om near the 
town of Mount Beauty. There w a s a 
success ion of g r o u p s , o n e happy 
one c a m e w i th their two-l i t re bot t le 
of f izz, large s labs of g inger cake 
and an e n o r m o u s bag of fruit. This 
va r i ed , but p robab ly not u n u s u a l 
d ie t , w a s c o n s u m e d w i t h g rea t 
v igour and banter before a l ine-up 
tor pho tos a longs ide the tr ig and 
then at wha t a p p e a r e d to be the 
start of a sk ipp ing race d a s h e d off 
d o w n towards the Sta i rcase Spur , 
no doub t ar r iv ing h o m e t i red but 
happy wi th slightly aching musc les . 

At our c a m p near the Cleve Cole 
M e m o r i a l Hut an e a g e r w o r k i n g 
par ty w a s ca r ry ing large s labs of 
s tone f rom m u c h h igher up to pro
v ide the raw mater ia l for ex tend ing 
a room on the hut. Near our c a m p a 
group of ex -Scout Ventu re rs c a m e 
over to ask if they cou ld jo in our 
c a m p t ire a n d poo l e x p e r i e n c e s . 
O n e o ther nearby c a m p e r c a m e 
over to tell us how he w a s s tudy ing 
to be a phys io therap is t w i th c o m 
puter expe r i ence , his p rob lems ot 

keep ing an ai l ing V W on the road 
and of the var ious jobs he had to 
take on to suppor t himself in his 
s t u d i e s . O n e p i e c e of s o u n d 
advice that he gave w a s that at an 
i n te rv iew it w a s best to over 
emphas i se your m i n i m u m exper i 
ence ra ther t han the lack of it. 
A n o t h e r , a h i g h - s c h o o l h i s to ry 
teacher , to ld us about all the prob
lems of the N S W educat ion sys tem 
under Ihe new governmen t a n d of 
how he had wan ted to be a lawyer, 
but set t led for teach ing after f ind
ing out Ihe hard way that he w a s 
unsui ted to study law. 

At our final camp, once again on 
the Big River, another lone wa lker 
jo ined us, not f rom cho ice as one 
ol his c o m p a n i o n s had d e v e l o p e d 
a knee injury and had to w i thd raw 
wi th her compan ion f rom their pro
jec ted e leven day walk . He had an 
e n o r m o u s pack load, even on his 
last day , as he had t a k e n o v e r 
m u c h of the su rp lus f ood of his 
c o m p a n i o n s - p robab ly because it 
was diificult to divide up a tin meant 
to be shared by three. He w a s s tu
dy ing to be a car tographer , aga in 
wi th compu te r exper ience. He w a s 
in all Ihe outdoor act ivi t ies, canoe 
ing, wa l k i ng , rock c l imb ing , hang 
g l i d ing , r unn ing up s ta i rs of tal l 
bu i ld ings etc. He desc r ibed fal l ing 
olf a rock face and be ing held by 
the rope as be ing good to set the 
adrenal in f lowing! 

Wi th all our silver, grey, salt and 
peppe r and t i nges of s h a d e s to 
c o m e w e a p p e a r e d to be the 
o ldes t g r o u p o n the m o u n t a i n . 
One mara thon type was very inter
es ted in our ages . W e were more 
in te res ted in how you th is tak ing 
up t he o u t d o o r s and w i th the i r 
heal thy att i tude to life. 

T h e you th fu l c a m a r a d e r i e o n 
the track and their accep tance of 
the conserva t ion e thos made ou r 
walk a memorab le exper ience. 

R e g A l d e r 

The first 
grass-roots 
greenies 
Did you hear Talking History on the 
A B C on 14 Janua ry w h e n s o m e 
p i o n e e r S y d n e y b u s h w a l k e r s , 
i nc lud ing Paddy Pa l l i n , reca l led 
the i r e x p e r i e n c e s c i rca 1931? A 
few sn ippe ts may help to ske tch 
t he p i c t u r e . O n e q u i p m e n t , 
whe reas today an out lay of over a 
t h o u s a n d do l lars may be needed 
to equip a walker , two shil l ings and 
s ixpence su l f i ced then . T w o hes-
sian sugar bags were required, one 
for car ry ing food and c loth ing and 
the o ther , f o l ded hood -hke a n d 
worn over the head and shoulders, 
served as protect ion f rom rain. No 
tents were car r ied as shel ter was 
found in cliff overhangs or in hollow 
l o g s , t h e l a t t e r b e i n g m o r e 
c o m m o n t h e n t han now. Stap le 
food inc luded r ice, macaron i and 
l i m a b e a n s a l t h o u g h c a l e r i n g 
largely a m o u n t e d to tak ing what 
ever w a s in the ki tchen cupboard . 

Wa lke rs I requent ly t ravel led by 
t ra in to the start of wa lks , of ten in 
car r iages wi th box compar tmen ts . 
O n the re turn t r ip the g roup of 
w a l k e r s s e l d o m had di f f icu l ty in 
secur ing a compar tmen t to them
selves as, accord ing to the speak
ers, 'the smell ol campfire smoke' (a 
e u p h e m i s m , perhaps} d iscouraged 
o ther passengers . S ing ing around 
the campf i re w a s another tradi t ion 
of the t imes , one that might have 
s u c c u m b e d to the now ubiqu i tous 
music of tape and transistor. 

The sav ing ol the Blue G u m 
Forest w a s seen as pe rhaps the 
first grass roots action to preserve a 
natural area. Wa lke rs who used to 
visit this area learned that a neigh
bour ing land owner w a s mov ing to 
acqui re the land and fell the t rees. 
A l though unve rsed in the ways of 
in f luenc ing publ ic op in ion , wa lkers 
were successfu l in ral lying the sup
port necessary for the t rees of Blue 
G u m Forest to be p r o t e c t e d ; so 
that t o d a y the a rea r e m a i n s a 
va lued natural feature. 

S y d C o m f o r t 



No more room at the top 

There is no longer plenty of room at the top of Mount Kosciusko. Fiona Brand's photograph shows a small 
section of the stream of visitors coming from Charlottes Pass and Thredbo on a mid-January weekend. Is the 
new steel track from Thredbo attracting more visitors and transferring their impact onto the summit? asks Reg 
Aider, who was also on the walk. There could have been more than 500 visitors on that day. Most ignore the 
request not to use the badly eroding short cut from Rawsons Pass up to the summit. No rangers were seen. 
When the steel track is completed popularity of the walk will increase. Can the summit be saved from 
becoming an arid waste? Perhaps a permanent presence of rangers during peak periods could confine 
visitors to specific areas. Print by Reg Alder from colour negative. 

Leechy bits 
(Two leechy snippets triggered by 
the continuing success of this spe
cies in the Budawangs) 

F r o m a w e l l k n o w n w a t e r i n g 
p lace en route to the B u d a w a n g s 
c o m e s the advice to use soap liber
ally appl ied.to the skin as a specific 
de fence against leeches, a n d f rom 
Miles Franklin's account of her early 
years at Br indabel la the descr ipt ion 
of how the b o y s there used to go 
to t h e river a n d c o m p e t e to see 
w h o c o u l d h a v e t h e g r e a t e s t 
n u m b e r of l e e c h e s c l i n g i n g to 
t h e m at a t ime. S h e cont inues w i th 

some highly discriminatory remarks 
about the y o u n g of the male sex. 

Wr i t ing in 1847 in his Settlers 
and Convicts, A l e x a n d e r Har r is 
d e s c r i b e d h is d e s c e n t of t h e 
l l lawarra escarpment 20 years ear
lier in phrases that ring true to walk
ers today: 'I w a s g lad at length to 
find myself at the foot of the m o u n 
ta in . I th ink I neyer felt any th ing 
more difficult to bear than the strain 
on the knee jo ints , o c c a s i o n e d by 
this d e s c e n t ; it w a s not exact ly 
pa in , but someth ing worse . ' 

S y d C o m f o r t 

New 
members 
T h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s are 
w e l c o m e d to the Assoc ia t ion : 
M o n i k a Binder , A i n s l i e ; Lor ra ine 
Bal l , Downer; Ian Beverley, , Cur t in ; 
A d a m Bl izzard, M a w s o n ; Barbara 
C o u r t a n d fami ly , D o w n e r ; ; / A n n e 
C o u r t n e y , W o d e n ; H o p e / H e w i t t , 
R e d H i l l ; R e v H e r b e r t R o b e y , 
C h a r n w o o d ; C a t h e r i n e T i g h e , 
Ox ley ; M V a n d e n Bergh , W o d e n ; 
R o s e m a r i e a n d B a r r y M i l l a r , 
H i g g i n s ; M F r e n c h , M e l b a ; J u n e 
W i l s o n , C u r t i n ; C y n t h i a Breheny , 
C a m p b e l l ; M r a n d M r s J Swar t , 
Yarralumla. 



NPA Bulletin policy 
This policy was adopted by the 
Committee ot the Association on 2 
February 1989. 

1.0 T h e Bulletin s h o u l d b e : 
1 1 First and foremost , a vehicle for 
commun ica t i ng and suppor t ing Ihe 
Associat ion 's a ims and ob jec ts : 
• The p romo t i on of nat ional parks 
and of measures for the protect ion 
of fauna and f lora, scenery and nat
u ra l f e a t u r e s in the A u s t r a l i a n 
Cap i ta l Ter r i to ry a n d e l s e w h e r e , 
a n d the r e s e r v a t i o n o l spec i f i c 
areas. 

• Interest in the prov is ion of appro
priate ou ldoor recreat ion areas. 
• S t imu la t i on of in terest in , a n d 
a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d e n j o y m e n t of, 
such natural p h e n o m e n a by o rgan 
ised f ield ou t ings , mee t ings or any 
other means . 
• C o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o rgan i sa t i ons 
and pe rsons hav ing s imi lar inter
ests and object ives. 
• P romo t i on ot and educa t ion tor 
nature conse rva t i on and the p lan
n i n g of l a n d - u s e to a c h i e v e 
conse rva t i on . 

1 2 T a n g i b l e p r o o f of t h e 
Associat ion 's commi tmen t to these 
aims and objects. 

1.3 A veh ic le for p rov id ing t imely 
adv ice to m e m b e r s on current con
se rva t i on a n d ou tdoo r rec rea t ion 
issues in the A C T a n d e l sewhere , 
that is, fulfi l l ing a news (unct ion. 

1.4 A regu la r c o m m u n i c a t i o n link 
w i t h i n t he m e m b e r s h i p of t he 
Assoc ia t ion , in forming m e m b e r s of 
recent research pro jects and publ i 
c a t i o n s , A s s o c i a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , 
inc luding Commi t tee dec is ions and 
act ions, the out ings p rog ram, forth
com ing wo rk par t ies , oppor tun i t ies 
for par t ic ipat ion in Assoc ia t ion and 
communi ty init iatives, research and 
in publ icat ions. 

1.5 A fo rum for the express ion of 
m e m b e r s ' v iews on mat te rs wi th in 
t he a i m s a n d o b j e c t s of t h e 
Assoc ia t ion . 

1.6 A forum for creat ive express ion 
by m e m b e r s t h r o u g h a r t i c l e s , 
p o e m s , p h o t o g r a p h s , s k e t c h e s 
and the like. 

1.7 A m e a n s by w h i c h i h e 
Assoc ia t ion may contr ibute to edu
cat ion on env i ronmenta l matters in 
the ACT and e lsewhere. 

1.8 A pub l ica t ion w h i c h por t rays 
the Associat ion 's s la lus as a major 
force for conservat ion in the ACT. 

1.9 A low to moderate cost publ ica
t ion, wi th h igh-qual i ty content a n d 
p resen ta t ion . 

2.0 T o a c h i e v e t h e s e a i m s : 
2.1 The editor of the Bulletin wil l be 
a person able and wi l l ing to imple
ment this pol icy. 

2.2 A smal l Edi tor ia l C o m m i t t e e 
compr is ing the President or nomi 
nee and two Assoc ia t ion members 
wil l be avai lable to assist the edi tor 
wi th Bulletin pol icy. 

2.3 As Ihe f inal respons ib i l i t y for 
t he Bulletin r e s t s w i t h t h e 
Assoc ia t ion, the President or nomi 
n e e s h a l l , o n b e h a l f of t he 
Assoc ia t i on , have the oppor tun i ty 
to clear Ihe publ icat ion at final proof 
s tage. 

2.4 Acknow ledg ing the impor tance 
of the Bulletin to the Assoc ia t ion 's 
overal l ob jec t ives and publ ic iden
tity, a budget c o m m e n s u r a t e w i th 
the task and des i red p roduc t i on 
s t a n d a r d sha l l be p r e p a r e d a n d 
cons idered annual ly. Paid advert is
ing may be sough t . C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t F u n d a n d o t h e r 
grants shou ld be acknow ledged . 

2.5 Membersh ip part ic ipat ion in the 
Bulletin's p roduc t ion and d is t r ibu
t i on w i l l be e n c o u r a g e d a n d 
va lued . 

3.0 G u i d e l i n e s f o r a c h i e v i n g 
p o l i c y o b j e c t i v e s 
These gu ide l ines shou ld be read 
in con junc t i on wi th the s ta tement 

o n t he A s s o c i a t i o n ' s Bulletin 
po l icy . T h e y shou ld be rev iewed 
regular ly , and may be deve loped 
further wi th the editor. 

3.1 As a g e n e r a l g u i d a n c e , it 
shou ld be the a im to inc lude , in 
each issue, material on : 
• promot ion of nat ional parks 
• protect ion of fauna or f lora, scen
ery, natural features 
• ou tdoor recreat ion areas 
• p lann ing/ land use quest ions wi th 
emphas is on the ACT. 

3.2 F o r w a r d p lann ing shou ld tie 
ar t ic les to p ro jec ted even ts . For 
e x a m p l e , w h e n it is known that a 
draf t m a n a g e m e n t p lan is to be 
issued for publ ic commen t , Bulletin 
features cou ld help enhance mem
bers ' unde rs tand ing of the issues 
invo lved a n d neip t nem nave an 
input into the publ ic par t ic ipat ion 
p rocess . 

3.3 Sal ient in lo rmat ion shou ld be 
set out clearly. A workable, easy-to-
fol low lormat has been establ ished 
for the ou l ings p rogram. Page Two 
current ly clear ly conveys admin is
t rat ive in lo rmat ion . There is room 
tor the i n t r o d u c t i o n of regu la r 
s p a c e s / c o l u m n s lo c o v e r o the r 
impor tan t sub jec ts , tor e x a m p l e , 
t rack no tes , news f r om nat iona l 
p a r k m a n a g e m e n t a u t h o r i t i e s , 
fo r thcoming even ts , research l ind-
ings, pub l icat ions. 

3 .4 A r e g u l a r c o l u m n wi l l be 
d e v o t e d t o n e w s f r o m t h e 
Commi t t ee . The copy wi l l be pro
v i ded on a regu lar bas is to the 
editor in t ime to meet deadl ines. 

3 .5 A r t i c l e s a n d fe t te rs - to - the -
editor to be encouraged . As a gen
era l ru le, le t ters shou ld be brief 
(not more than 500 words) . Articles 
wi l l be j u d g e d on their meri t and 
the editor will have the discret ion to 
edit a n d , if necessary , to d iscard . 
As a matter of courtesy, the author 
shou ld be in formed of dec is ions to 
make major a m e n d m e n t s or not to 
use at al l . P rob lems ar is ing f rom 



editorial dec is ion wil l be referred to 
t h e E d i t o r i a l C o m m i t t e e f o r 
reso lu t ion . 

3.6 Crea t ive w o r k s w i l l be g i v e n 
high priority for p lacement . 

3.7 T h e Bulletin s h o u l d be distr ib
u ted to s c h o o l s a n d c o n s u l t a t i o n 
wi th teachers shou ld take place on 
w a y s the Bulletin m a y serve educa
t ional needs . 

3.8 T h e editor s h o u l d focus on cur
rent issues a n d tap t h e expert ise of 
m e m b e r s and call on profess ionals 
for h igh s t a n d a r d a n d u p - t o - d a t e 
i n f o r m a t i o n . In s o m e i n s t a n c e s , 
spec ia l a r t ic les m a y be c o m m i s 
s i o n e d o u t s i d e t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 
w i th prov is ion for p a y m e n t at pro
fessional rates. A scale of p a y m e n t 
for contr ibut ions wil l be a d o p t e d to 
meet such c i rcumstances . 

3.9 Distr ibut ion of the Bulletin wi l l 
be per iodical ly rev iewed to ensure 
m a x i m u m promot ion is achieved. 

3 .10 T h e ed i tor shal l c o n t i n u a l l y 
rev iew t h e Bulletin f o r i m p r o v e 
ments in presentat ion a n d layout. 

3.11 Costs of the Bulletin shall be 
a g r e e d to by t h e A s s o c i a t i o n in 
consul ta t ion w i th the editor. 

3.12 T h e edi tor shal l solicit adver
t is ing in the Bulletin at c o m m e r c i a l 
ra tes , c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e ob jec 
t ives of t h e A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t h e 
n e e d for b a l a n c e in c o n t e n t and 
l a y o u t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e 
g u i d e l i n e s . 

3.13 A s u m m a r y of t h e s e g u i d e 
l ines s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d in t h e 
Bulletin. 

3 . 1 4 T h e s e g u i d e l i n e s to be 
r e v i e w e d p e r i o d i c a l l y to re f lec t 
c h a n g e s in t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 
in terests . 

Join the publishing 
revolution 
T h e edi tor of t h e Bulletin a l w a y s 
asks peop le for he lp - wr i t ing ar t i 
c l e s , r e p o r t i n g w a l k s a n d o t h e r 
e v e n t s , d r a w i n g p i c t u r e s a n d 
tak ing p h o t o g r a p h s . I e n c o u r a g e 
readers to c o n t i n u e a s k i n g w h a t 
you can do for the Bulletin. But 
also consider w h a t the Bulletin can 
do for y o u . 

A s s ta ted in the pol icy g u i d e 
l ines, the Bulletin is a m e d i u m for 
the c rea t ive e x p r e s s i o n of m e m 
bers . So whi le contr ibut ions of art i 
cles or i l lustrations may not be pa id 
for , t h e y a re usua l l y p u b l i s h e d . 
They c a n then be added to a por t 
fol io u s e d to impress m o r e c o m 
mercial publ ishers. 

But as wel l as the creat ive s ide, 
there are many interest ing aspects 
of product ion . Personal c o m p u t e r s 
have brought about a revolut ion in 
pub l ish ing that a l lows ind iv idua ls 
and groups wi th little capital to edit, 
t y p e s e t a n d layout p u b l i c a t i o n s 
quickly a n d at low cost . This g ives 
everyone a greater oppor tun i ty to 
c o m m u n i c a t e his o r her m e s s a g e 
to o thers . R e d u c i n g the e c o n o m i c 
obstac les to the f ree f low of ideas 
s h o u l d m a k e o u r s o c i e t y m o r e 
democrat ic . 

F r o m t h i s i s s u e the NPA 
Bulletin is b e i n g p roduced on a 
M a c i n t o s h c o m p u t e r . Those who 
do not like c o m p u t e r s should not 
be a f ra id ; the machinery will make 
n o d i f f e r e n c e to cont r ibu t ions 
m a d e o n paper , except that dead
l ines wi l l be a little later. But those 
w h o h a v e o v e r c o m e such fears 
m a y like to learn what the equip
ment looks like a n d how it works. 
S u c h k n o w l e d g e is b e c o m i n g 
quite va luable for those working or 
s e e k i n g w o r k in journa l ism, ,pub
l ish ing, a c a d e m i a and many areas 
of the publ ic service. 

If you want to learn about word-
p rocess ing , typeset t ing and layout 
o n t h e M a c i n t o s h , and help pro
duce the Bulletin at the same time, 
r ing m e o n (062) 470059 or leave a 
m e s s a g e at the NPA office. If you 
w a n t to learn and practise some of 
t h e m a n a g e r i a l ski l ls required to 
p r o d u c i n g a regular newsletter -
c h a s i n g cont r ibutors , f inding illus
t ra t ions, superv is ing printers - you 
s h o u l d also get in touch. For those 
w h o just w a n t to read, I hope you 
enjoy the ideas and talents of your 
fe l low m e m b e r s . 

R o g e r G r e e n 

Coming events 
Apri l 7-9, Aust ra l ian C o n s e r v a t i o n F o u n d a t i o n , Canberra branch, guided 
walks in Kosciusko National Park, phone Kath Kelly (062) 825366 (h). 

Apri l 7-9, Earth Repair Foundat ion , Earthwalk conference , Blue Mountains, 
phone (047) 5 8 6 3 9 3 . 

Apr i l 1 1 , C o m m u n i t y A i d A b r o a d , ' L a n d is l i fe, u r a n i u m is sickness' , 
Canberra , phone (062) 489977 . 

April 12-23, Wor ld Heri tage display, High Court . 
April 15, Wi lderness Society bushdance , Yarra lumla Woolshed, 8pm. 
Apr i l 2 1 , Centre for Cont inu ing Educat ion , Aust ra l ian National University, 
conference o n g iard ia , p h o n e (062) 4 9 3 8 9 1 . 

May 2-5, Internat ional Env i ronment Exh ib i t ion , Dar l ing Harbour, Sydney, 
p h o n e (02) 4374088 . 

May 8-9, Aust ra l ian Env i ronment Counc i l , s e m i n a r o n chemica l hazards, 
Canberra , contact AEC seminar organiser , chemica ls management section. 
Depar tment of the Ar ts , Sport , t h e Envi ronment , T o u r i s m and Territories. 

May 15-17, Menz ies Foundat ion , conference on the ozone layer and 
health, Hobart , 210 C la rendon Street, East Me lbourne . 
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General meetings 
Held at 8pm, room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic. 

A p r i l - Thursday 20 

Dr Geoff Mos ley, env i ronmenta l consul tant and former director of the Austral ian Conservat ion Foundat ion, 
will speak about the nominat ion of the Austral ian Alps for Wor ld Her i tage listing. A Her i tage Week specia l ! 

M a y - Thursday 18 
Milo Dunphy, architect and director of the Total Envi ronment Centre in Sydney, wi l l speak about the 
deve lopment of coasta l areas and its impact on the env i ronment . 

J u n e - Thursday 15 
Jeff Ange l , f rom the Total Envi ronment Cent re , wil l speak on forestry issues in New South Wa les . 


