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President's Foreword 
A n u m b e r of NPA c o m m i t t e e a n d o rd ina ry m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d t h e Austral ian-
Conserva t ion Foundat ion 's 1 9 8 8 Na t iona l C o n f e r e n c e T a k i n g S t o c k a n d 
L o o k i n g A h e a d ' in S y d n e y in October . T h e c o n f e r e n c e a i m e d at t a k i n g s t o c k of 
t h e past e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e c o r d in Aust ra l ia a n d p r o p o s i n g a n d eva lua t ing 
s t ra teg ies f o r t h e fu ture . I b e l i e v e t h e c o n f e r e n c e w a s g e n e r a l l y s u c c e s s f u l i n i t s 
a ims. In t h e g e n e r a l s e s s i o n s t h e r e w e r e e x c e l l e n t p r e s e n t a t i o n s d r a w i n g o u t 
many of t h e o u t s t a n d i n g f e a t u r e s of t h e Aust ra l ian l a n d s c a p e w h i c h a re o n l y 
jus t b e i n g rea l ised o r r e c o g n i s e d s u c h as M ichae l Archer 's foss i l d i s c o v e r i e s 
f r o m nor th -west Q u e e n s l a n d a n d his assoc ia ted s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e ra in forests 
w e r e t h e h o m e of t h e ances t ra l m a m m a l fauna . J u s t as i m p o r t a n t w e r e t h o s e 
s p e a k e r s l ike Pet ra Kel ly a n d Char les B i rch w h o deal t w i t h e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
i d e a l o g y - t h e s y s t e m of ideas m a k i n g u p m o d e r n e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s m . 

Eleven T a s k Force Groups ' w e r e o r g a n i s e d t o dea l w i t h ma jor Aust ra l i an e n v i r o n m e n t a l ' p r o b l e m areas' . T h e 
qual i ty of t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n m a d e by par t i c ipan ts in t h e 'Forests ' g r o u p , f o r w h i c h I a c t e d a s fac i l i ta tor , w a s 
impressive . 

In m a n y w a y s t h e c o n f e r e n c e s h o w e d t h e n e w pro fess iona l i sm of t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l m o v e m a n t J J t h e ma in t a s k 
of t h e 1 9 7 0 s w a s g e t t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n o n t o t h e po l i t ica l agenda , t h e c h a l l e n g e in t h e ,1980sl is t o k e e p it 
there . Profess ional , we l l i n f o r m e d represen ta t ion t o g o v e r n m e n t a n d par t i c ipa t ion in adv isory b o d i e s is a f i rs t 
r e q u i r e m e n t 

S o m e t h e m e s s e e m e d t o re -appear on n u m e r o u s o c c a s i o n s - s u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t q u e s t i o n s of e q u i t y a n d 
t h e n e e d for a n e w 'eco log ica l economies ' . In t h i s t h e r e w a s a g loba l p e r s p e c t i v e - f r o m ' g r e e n h o u s e ' t o t h e 
' B r u n t l a n d report ' (Our Common Future: The World Commission on Environment and Development). 

Robin Wi l l i ams b r o u g h t many of t h e s e p o i n t s t o g e t h e r in to a hard h i t t ing c l o s i n g a d d r e s s in w h i c h he a t t a c k e d 
t h e ret reat f r o m k n o w l e d g e a n d soc ia l c o n c e r n ev ident in the ' loads-a -money* s o c i e t y of t h e 1 1 9 8 0 s , H i s s u s t a i n a b l e 
e c o n o m y b a s e d on a new eco log ica l e c o n o m i c s w o u l d see, for example , t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of a ' g reen levy 1 o r ' p e n a l t y 1 

w h e r e heavy po l lu t ing p r o d u c t s w o u l d cos t m o r e a n d 'green ' p r o d u c t s less. 
I l ook f o r w a r d t o t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of t h e p r o c e e d i n g s of t h e c o n f e r e n c e a n d in t h e m e a n t i m e w o n d e r h o w Rob in 

Wi l l i ams might be c o n v i n c e d t o c o n s i d e r t h e Pr ime Min is te rsh ip . 

New Members 
The f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s a re 
w e l c o m e d t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n : 

Dr S u e A m o t t Y o u n g ; R o b e r t Bel l , 
M a w s o n ; S t e p h e n B o t h , Aranda; 
Jef B y r n e & Me l i ssa G o u l d , Lyne 
ham; Ken & Debbi C a m e r o n & family. 
Cook; Den is Car l is le , Evatt; Isobe l 
Crawford, Dickson; Carole Fullalove, 
Ca lwel l ; L i n d a Gosne l l , Downer ; 
Mrs Sh i r ley G o u l d , Pearce; J u d i t h 
G r a n t K a m b a h ; J e n i Hate ley, 
Aranda; H i r d Family, H a c k e t t ; J u n e 
Hornby, S c u l l i n ; K e n n e t h H u g h e s , 
Ka leen; Br ian & A n n a I ls ley , 

Kambah; D r W e n d y Jarv ie , Hacke t t ; 
Phi l ip & J e n n i f e r L e m o n , L a t h a m ; 
C h r i s t o p h e r Les l ie , Macquar ie ; 
H e l e n M a d d e n , M a c g r e g o r , J u l i e 
M c G u i n e s s , Turner ; G r e g o r y 
M c K i n n o n a n d J a m i l y , Giralang;, ' 
S t e p h e n P a d g h a m & J o h a n n e 
B a d h a m , ' O 'Connor; J a c q u e l i n e 
Rees, Gr i f f i th ; Ian & J u l i e R o b i n s o n 
& family, C h a p m a n ; S tan ley Russel l -
S m i t h , Gr i f f i th ; J a n n a T h o m p s o n , 
Turner , Be t ty Wi l l iams, Cook , 



Committee News 

New Commit tee 
The new C o m m i t t e e e lec ted at the 
Annua l Genera l Mee t i ng has been 
j o i ned by Les Pyke w h o was co-
o p t e d as Treasurer f rom 1st Nov
ember . The C o m m i t t e e w e l c o m e s 
Les, and t hanks our ret i r ing Treas
urer Jan Ga tenby who ma in ta ined 
con t i nu i t y unt i l we found our new 
Treasurer . O the r new C o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s are S t e p h e n Forst (Out
ings Convenor), T imothy Walsh a n d 
Den Robin w h o con t i nues to rep
resent the Assoc ia t ion on the ACT 
Parks and Conserva t ion Consul ta t 
ive Commi t tee . The pos i t ion ot Vice-
Pres iden t rema ins unf i l led. 

Namadgi 
Our last Bu l le t in inadver ten t ly 
o m i t t e d Namadg i news, so w e wil l 
i nc lude a little "old' news in this 
issue. In J u n e t h ree m e m b e r s of the 
Commi t t ee met w i th Mr Greg Fraser, 
D i rec tor of the ACT Parks and 
Conse rva t i on Serv ice and Mr Andy 
Turner of t he Aust ra l ian Nat iona l 
Parks a n d Wi ld l i fe Serv ice. The foll
ow ing top i cs w e r e d iscussed : the 
No r the rn C o t t e r  c a t c h m e n t  Orroral 
H o m e s t e a d . G u d g e n b y h o m e s t e a d 
and g raz ing : Jerv is Bay and the 
B o w e n Is land p lan of managemen t ; 
a n d open space sys tems in the 
ACT. The C o m m i t t e e s t rong ly 
suppo r t s the cessa t ion of the graz
ing lease at Gudgenby Stat ion wh ich 
is due to take e f fec t in m id 1989, 
and has formal ly c o m m u n i c a t e d 
th is v iew to Greg Fraser and Mr 
Gary Punch (the fo rmer Min is ter for 
the Arts and Terr i tor ies). We have 
also o p p o s e d g raz ing at G u d g e n b y 
at mee t i ngs of the ACT Parks a n d 
Conserva t ion Consu l ta t i ve C o m m 
it tee. 

The ACT Parks and Conservat ion 
Serv ice has a n n o u n c e d its work 
p rogramme for 1988 /89 . It inc ludes 
the appo in tmen t of consu l tan t 
Denn is Wi l l i amson f rom Scen ic 
Spec t rum to rev iew Gudgenby ; the 
repair of f lood d a m a g e to fences 
a n d roads; con t ro l of rabb i ts at 
Grassy Creek; the ins ta l la t ion of a 
radio t ransmi t te r at M l Boo th ; the 
c o m p l e t i o n of s tage o n e of the 
Bul ls H e a d rec rea t iona l fac i l i t ies, 
and the engagemen t of consu l tan ts 
to prepare conse rva t i on p lans for 
B rayshaws and W e s t e r m a n s huts. 

Murrumbidgee & Bowen 
Island 
The Env i ronment subcommi t t ee 
p repared a submiss ion on behalf of 
the Assoc ia t ion on the draft plan of 
management for the Mur rumb idgee 
River Corr idor. In add i t ion our Pres
ident p repared a submiss ion tat 
very shor t not ice) on the dral t 
m a n a g e m e n t plan for Bowen Island 
in Jerv is Bay. 

Budawangs 
The C o m m i t t e e is stil l pursu ing the 
poss ib i l i ty of prov id ing labour for 
t rack ma in tenance in the Mor ton 
Nat iona l Park. W e have also supp
o r ted a p r o p o s e d ex tens ion of the 
park near W o g Wog. 

Austral ian Alps 
The Wor ld Her i tage nomina t ion for 
the Aust ra l ian Alps has been pub
l ished. Cop ies wil l be avai lable for 
sale lo m e m b e r s for $ 2 0 each. 

Brindabel la Forest Walk 
A smal l NPA team par t i c ipa ted in 
th is event , and the Assoc ia t ion 
sponso red them to the tune of iust 
over a hund red dol lars. Severa l 
NPA m e m b e r s par t i c ipa ted inde
pendent l y , and next year w e wi l l try 
to o rgan ise a larger NPA team 

Conferences 
The Assoc ia t ion hos ted the Austra
lian Nat iona l Parks Counc i l annua l 
meet ing on 22 -23 October . We offer 
our spec ia l t hanks to Fiona Brand 
and Bever ly H a m m o n d for the 
p repa ra t i on ot home-made l unches 
on the Saturday, and to Den Robin 
for o rgan is ing a p icn ic in the Botan
ical Ga rdens on the Sunday. 

The Assoc ia t ion funded Phi l ip 
Ga tenby to attend the Australian 
Conserva t ion Founda t i on Confer
e n c e in Sydney in October . 

ROCKS 
T h e H e s n i t . . l i • 1 , i ! . ,\ i 11 ii i„• Ir •, 
Street-: w\ h o i . ,, v ; i . < ' u [ , n h , 
i t S O f I I I . U ) . l l >-. ; i . . 1 l i l I I I ,i 1 i. ' .11 n j M 

T h l S W i l l Cjl ,r I •,< 'I ' K ' i , . .1 i ir i f , 

ogn isahk : ,1 m i< l , r . i m w;^ • o n . - n 
unitv . ^ i • n i .,-,n : . ' i j ' I i j-. i i ;t 1 h o 

in terests o t r n r . i n l .i-1 i iai nii.-iiii - t- i, 
It wil l a h i r , '.|i'-'*r- h i ' . j C K s , i l e o a l 
ident i ty L;o H u t i; .in ^ppr-, for 
assist a I II". 11 < 1111 i 111 i i ; i, .< i h o d ie : -
S U C h 3S t l ; - - t",'.,..•!.'.•:'•.',';;! . i- f-\,e!op-
ment F u n d 

Bullet in 
This is the j j i , t Bu l le t in to be ed ' ted 
by Jud i t h S i m o n d s o n  a n d the 
Commi t t ee thanks Jud i i h toi her 
ef for ts d u n n g the last two yea is . 
Once mote the Commi t tee is looking 
for an edi tor The pos i t ion ot edi tor 
appears to he too d e m a n d i n g for 
one person to cope wi th tor any 
length of t ime .md the Commi t t ee 
is exp lo r ing w a - s ol us ing paid he lp 
on the v a n o L i s task;> assoc ia ted 
wi th Bu l le t in p roduc t i on The 
Commi t t ee ha- i c so l ved to l o im 
ulate an ed i tona l pol icy lor the 
Bul le t in and to invest iga te the 
budget wi th a \ iuw to cons ide ra t i on 
of emp loy ing an edi tor io< 1989. 
One wav ot he lp ing to o i l set costs, 
w o u l d be to at 11 act mure adver t is ing 
in the Bul le t in An> member who 
w ishes lo assist w i th the Bul le t in or 
who wishe.- \o - omm.-nt jr these 
ideas should contact the i .o i mint tee 
A dec is ion w i l l have lo be made at 
the Commi t t ee m i - . - t i n y on 1 st 
December so that w u i k can start in 
mid January lot the p r o d m l i un ol 
the next bu l le t in 

V * V 



Ashmore Reef 
Notes from a talk delivered to the National Parks Association of the ACT 

on 15 September 1988 
by Tom Scotney 

A s h m o r e Reef is a cora l atol l in t h e 
T imor Sea, s o m e 8 4 0 km west of 
Darwin and 12 d e g r e e s sou th of t h e 
Equator. Three smal l is lands lie 
ins ide t h e reef, r is ing on ly 1-2 
m e t r e s above h igh t ide and supp
or t ing a f lora of 28, most ly herb
a c e o u s species. Tall s h r u b spec ies 
such as O c t o p u s Bush {Argusia 
argentea), f o r m a d i s c o n t i n u o u s 
f r inge a r o u n d W e s t Is land, but are 
p resent as on ly a handfu l of s h r u b s 
on M idd le Island, a n d are absent 
f r o m East Is land. 

A s h m o r e is not at al l t h e sor t of 
t rop ica l is land parad ise ideal ised in 
Robinson Crusoe and Swiss Family 
Robinson. It i s a r e m o t e a n d d i f f icu l t 
p lace to get to, a n d even then , 
t ravel f rom o n e s ide of t h e Reef to 
t h e o t h e r is on ly poss ib le w h e n 
high t i d e s cover t h e b r o a d t idal 
f lats. The is lands are un fores ted . In 
s u m m e r t h e y are dry, b rown a n d 
shade less , and seab i rds fall over 
and d ie be fore your eyes in t h e heat 
of t h e a f te rnoon . 

Yet largely because of its isola
t ion , t h e w i ld l i fe of t h e Reef is 
profuse . T h e mar ine f lora a n d f a u n a 
are r ich , d iverse, and, as is o f ten 
seen in isolated populat ions, contain 
a high p r o p o r t i o n of e n d e m i c forms. 
Green a n d Hawksbi l l Tur t les visi t 
the Reef to nest, wh i l e t h e wa te rs 
a r o u n d A s h m o r e Reef reputed ly 
c o n t a i n not on ly t h e greates t diver
si ty (number of types) of seasnakes, 
but also t h e h ighest dens i ty (snakes 
per hectare) r e c o r d e d anywhere . 

At least 16 b i rd s p e c i e s b reed 
here i n c l u d i n g S o o t y Terns, Br id led 
Terns, C r e s t e d Terns, C o m m o n a n d 
Black Noddies , B r o w n Boobies , 
Red- ta i led Trop icb i rds , Whi te -
ta i led Trop icb i rds , Eastern Reef 
Egrets, a n d Least Fr igatebi rds. 
W h e n b r e e d i n g is in ful l s w i n g t h e 
is lands are unbe l ievab ly noisy day 
a n d n ight as perhaps half a mi l l ion 
b i rds s q u e e z e o n t o is lands not 
mo re t h a n 6 0 0 met res across. 
Fresh g u a n o d r o p p e t h not at al l as 
t h e g e n t l e rain f r o m heaven on t h e 
p lace b e n e a t h , but in we l l - a imed 
s h o w e r s of l iqu id f a e c e s tha t smel l 
s t r o n g l y of o ld f ish . 



Life Membership 
for Charles Hill 

Ano the r 55 b i rd spec ies have 
been seen at t he Reef, i nc lud ing 
many of the migratory waders , wh ich 
use t he vast t idal f lats as feed ing 
s tops on their annua l j ou rneys to 
and f rom their w in te r i ng g rounds . 

For pe rhaps as long as four 
cen tu r ies , Macassan f i she rmen 
have sailed south to A s h m o r e a n d 
beyond . At Pu lau Pasir, t he Sand 
Is land as they cal l Ashmore , t hese 
f i she rmen have t rad i t iona l ly f i shed, 
c o l l e c t e d t r epang and water , and 
s h e l t e r e d f rom bad weather . In 
1878 , A s h m o r e Reef was a n n e x e d 
by Great Bri tain to forestal l a t tempts 
by in te rna t iona l c o m p e t i t o r s to 
exp lo i t the g u a n o depos i t s of the 
is lands. Grea t Br i ta in passed the 
reef in to Aus t ra l ian cont ro l in 1933. 
I ndones ian f i she rmen c o n t i n u e d 
the i r t rad i t iona l ac t iv i t ies th rough
out , and the i r access to t rad i t iona l 
f i sh ing g r o u n d s at Ashmore and 
e l s e w h e r e off t he nor th -west coast 
w a s fo rmal ly p rov ided for in a 1 9 7 4 
M e m o r a n d u m of Unde rs tand ing 
b e t w e e n Aust ra l ia and Indones ia . 

However , seve re dep reda t i ons 
on the Reef 's w i ld l i fe led to the 
dec la ra t i on in 1983 of t he Reef and 
its su r round ing wa te rs as a Nat iona l 
Na tu re Reserve under the manage
ment of t he Aus t ra l ian Nat iona l 
Parks and Wi ld l i fe Serv ice. In res
ponse to o n g o i n g o c c u r r e n c e s of 
p o a c h i n g and i n te r fe rence w i th 
wi ld l i fe , the t rad i t iona l f i she rmen 
have been c lose ly mon i t o red and 
the i r ac t iv i t ies have had to be res
t r i c ted , c u l m i n a t i n g in t he c o m p l e t e 
c l osu re of much of the Reserve th is 
year. 

A N P W S is under tak ing programs 
of b i rd band ing and tur t le t agg ing in 
the Reserve to ga in a c learer 
unde rs tand ing of w i ld l i fe move
men ts to and away f rom the Reef. 
Ef for ts have a lso been made to 
e rad ica te a popu la t i on of Black 
Rats (Rattus rattus) f rom West 
Is land. This appea rs to have been 
success fu l , as rats have not been 
d e t e c t e d for s o m e two years now. 

The remova l of t w o s o u r c e s of 
p reda t ion wi l l doub t l ess t r igger 
c h a n g e s in t he na ture of Ashmore 
Reef, as breeding success improves, 
new spec ies beg in to b reed there , 
and vege ta t i on d e v e l o p m e n t pro
ceeds. However , it mus t a lways be 
r e m e m b e r e d that in the w ide r sca le 
of th ings, reefs such as A s h m o r e 
Reef are h igh ly dynam ic and 
ephemera l p h e n o m e n a . Perhaps 
the re in l ies the i r fasc ina t ion . 

At the S e p t e m b e r genera l mee t ing 
the Pres iden t a n n o u n c e d that the 
C o m m i t t e e had reso lved recent ly 
to nom ina te Char les Hil l for Honor
ary L i fe M e m b e r s h i p of the Assoc
ia t ion. He ca l led upon F iona Brand 
to move the mot ion nomina t ing 
Char les Hil l for honorary l i fe 
m e m b e r s h i p of the Nat ional Parks 
Assoc ia t ion of t he ACT. 

In mov ing the nomina t ion . Fiona 
s p o k e as fo l lows: 

'It is w i th p leasure that I p ropose, 
on behal f of the Commi t tee , that 
Char les Hil l be made a Life M e m b e r 
of t he Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion 
of t h e ACT. 

'Char les c a m e in to our orb i t in 
1971 w h e n the Hill fami ly moved 
f rom M e l b o u r n e to make a home at 
Red Hil l. Char les t ook up a pos i t ion 
in the Depar tment of the Navy where 
he w o r k e d unt i l re t i rement . 

'S ince you th he has had an 
in terest in the natura l env i ronment . 
He w a s a keen wa lker w i th the 
Me lbou rne Walk ing Club and a skier 
in t he V ic tor ian Alps. Hav ing se t t led 
in Canber ra , Char les t ook his fami ly 
in to t he Canber ra su r round ings 
and j o i ned the Nat iona l Parks 
Assoc ia t i on of the ACT in 1 9 7 1 . He 
j o i ned the C o m m i t t e e in 1976 and 
w o r k e d d i l igent ly unt i l 1984 , g iv ing 
care fu l c o m m e n t s about the issues 
ra ised at t he meet ings . 

"He s h o w e d a met i cu lous a t ten
t ion to deta i l , and consc ien t i ous 
ded i ca t i on to a task under taken , 
w h e n he t ook over the leadersh ip of 
t he t ree p lan t ing pro ject near t he 
In fo rmat ion Cen t re of Namadg i 
Na t iona l Park. Desp i te env i ron
men ta l s e t b a c k s a n d d isappo in t 
ments , Char les has, w i th a fa i th fu l 
smal l g r o u p of he lpers , d o n e all to 
e n c o u r a g e the t rees to grow. 

'H is charac te r i s t i c of see ing a 
j ob t h rough to its u l t imate goa l is 
ev ident in his superv i s ion of the 
sa les of the Field guide to the native 
trees ot the ACT. 

'Char les is a lways a cheer fu l 
leader of day walks , ski t r ips or car 
camps and now s ince his re t i rement 
leads m id -week wa l ks in t he local 
area. 

'He w a s a m e m b e r of t he en thus 
iast ic t eam w h i c h bui l t t he Yerrab i 

Track last year. He regular ly a t tends 
our month ly meet ings, thus keep ing 
himsel f i n fo rmed on cu r ren t envir
onmen ta l issues. W e trust that, as a 
Li fe Member , he wi l l be tak ing part 
in NPA act iv i t ies for many years to 
c o m e and w e all app rec ia te his 
years of c o m m i t m e n t to car ing for 
the natura l env i ronment . ' 

The nomina t ion was s e c o n d e d 
by Kevin Tot terdel l , who paid t r ibute 
to Char les 's cont r ibut ion to the Field 
guide to the native trees of the ACT, 
and his managemen t of the t ree 
p lant ing pro ject at Glendale . Kevin 
sa id that Char les 's a t ten t ion to 
deta i l and his o rgan isa t iona l abi l i ty 
had led to the success of this project. 
His p lann ing , superv is ion and nur
tur ing role in the project had resul ted 
in a s ign i f icant improvemen t of t he 
env i ronmen t at Glendale . Further
more. Char les 's l ia ison w i th the 
ACT Parks & Conserva t ion Serv ice 
and his repor ts to the Bul le t in , had 
been notab ly pro fess iona l . Kevin 
said Char les Hill was eminen t l y 
qua l i f ied to jo in the p roud ranks of 
honou red life members of the 
Assoc ia t ion . 

The mot ion was car r ied by acc
lamat ion. The Pres ident congrat 
u la ted Char les Hil l , and c o m p l e t e d 
the ce remony by the "p inn ing on of 
the badge" . 

Char les Hil l spoke in reply. He 
said that he was indeed p roud to be 
a l i fe member , and he hoped he had 
put s o m e t h i n g in to the Assoc ia t ion 
b e c a u s e he and Audrey and the i r 
fami ly had g a i n e d so much f rom 
their m e m b e r s h i p of the NPA. It had 
been both tun a n d reward ing to do 
wo r thwh i l e wo rk w i th l i ke -m inded 
peop le . As an examp le he c i t ed the 
revege ta t ion of the f ire trai ls in 
Namadg i Nat iona l Park af ter t he 
bushf i res in 1984 . 



ACF National Conference: 
The Austral ian Environment: 

Taking Stock and Looking Ahead 
Philip Gatenby 

(University of Technology Sydney 7-9 October 1988) 
The t i t le w a s re f l ec ted in t h e st ruc
tu re of t h e c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h 
w a s bui l t a r o u n d t h e t h e m e s of 
c a t a l o g u i n g t h e cur ren t s i tua t ion 
regard ing t h e e n v i r o n m e n t in Aust
ralia ( tak ing stock) , a n d d e v e l o p i n g 
s t ra teg ies for t h e f u t u r e ( look ing 
ahead) s o tha t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p r o b l e m s n o w c o n f r o n t i n g u s w o u l d 
be s tab i l i sed in t h e s h o r t - t e r m a n d 
rec t i f ied in t h e long- te rm. In th is 
sense t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h e confer 
e n c e w a s to look t o t h e fu ture , w i t h 
s o m e hope, r a t h e r t h a n b e c o m i n g a 
m e a n s of c r i t ic is ing t h e past and 
present . There w a s a lso an o p e n i n g 
session and a summary of decisions. 

Tak ing s t o c k e n c o m p a s s e d bo th 
the o p e n i n g and f irst sess ion (Aus
tral ia: a land w o r t h ca r ing for). O n 
t h e deb i t s ide, t h e g r im s ta t is t ics of 
land d e g r a d a t i o n , forest loss, 
species ext inct ion, r ising soil salinity, 
r is ing a t m o s p h e r i c levels of ch lo ro -
f l u o r o c a r b o n s and c a r b o n d iox ide , 
a n d po l lu t ion ( just about every
where) w e r e g iven out by speaker 
af ter speaker , not jus t at t h e s e 
s e s s i o n s but t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o n 
fe rence . The c red i t s ide a lso g o t a 
ment ion . Nevi l le Wran, in his o p e n 
ing address, referred to t h e g r o w i n g 
preservat ion is t s t reak in s o c i e t y as 
evident f rom t h e n u m b e r of env i ron
menta l ba t t l es f o u g h t (wi th s o m e 
even won!) over recent years . David 
Bel lamy, w h o c h a i r e d t h e f i rst sess
ion n o t e d tha t d e s p i t e t h e w o r l d ' s 
predicament , change was occurr ing. 
W h e t h e r t h e c h a n g e wi l l be suff ic
ient ly large a n d q u i c k e n o u g h 
remains to be seen . 

M u c h of t h e f i rst s e s s i o n w a s 
s p e n t in te rpre t ing t h e h is tor ica l 
e v i d e n c e on t h e e v o l u t i o n of Aus
t ra l ian landforms, f lora and fauna . 

The recent d e c a d e s have b e e n a 
t i m e of reve la t ion in t h e sc ien t i f i c 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d va lua t ion of t h e 
Aust ra l i an env i ronment . Its u n i q u e 
ness a n d d ivers i ty is on ly now be
c o m i n g ful ly r e c o g n i s e d a n d ack
n o w l e d g e d . The re la t ionsh ip be
t w e e n Aust ra l ian A b o r i g i n e s a n d 
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t w a s a lso covered . 
Th is part of t h e s e s s i o n h i g h l i g h t e d 

t h e s ta rk cont ras t b e t w e e n t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l e f fec ts of 4 0 , 0 0 0 
years of Abor ig ina l o c c u p a t i o n a n d 
2 0 0 years of European involvement . 

Sess ion 11 l o o k e d at t h e ex tent to 
w h i c h w e (non-Abor ig ines) have 
c a r e d for A u s t r a l i a W h i l e Sess ion 
III c o n s i d e r e d t h e w a y a h e a d in t h e 
c o n t e x t of g o v e r n m e n t in i t ia t ives 
for reconci l ing resource exploi tat ion 
a n d conserva t ion , o v e r c o m i n g 
c o n s t r a i n t s on p u r s u i n g a c t i o n s f o r 
t h e we l l -be ing of t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of s t r a t e g i e s 
for f u t u r e ac t ion . A large part of 
t h e s e sess ions w a s t a k e n up b y t h e 
task forces. There w e r e t h i r t e e n in 
all , o r g a n i s e d w i t h a f o c u s on spec
ific e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues, n a m e l y 
agr icu l tura l lands; Anta rc t i ca ; a r id 
and semi -ar id lands; coas ta l a n d 
mar ine environment; forests; in land 
waters ; a t m o s p h e r e ; tox ic a n d 
hazardous chemica ls ; u r b a n areas; 
w i lderness a n d wildl i fe. Surprisingly, 
t h e r e w a s not a t a s k f o r c e for t h e 
g r e e n h o u s e effect. The reason w a s 
tha t t h i s major e n v i r o n m e n t a l prob
lem i m p i n g e s on all o t h e r c u r r e n t 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues. 

The p u r p o s e of t h e task f o r c e s 
w a s for t h e par t i c ipan ts t o ident i fy 
major p r o b l e m s of e a c h env i ron 
menta l c o n c e r n and t h e n d e v e l o p 
s t ra teg ies for o v e r c o m i n g t h e s e 
problems. The strategies p u t f o r w a r d 
by e a c h task f o r c e s h o u l d at a 
min imum provide input to ACF pol icy 
proposals . 

Apar t f r o m t h e over r id ing a im of 
t h e c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h w a s t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of f u t u r e s t r a t e g i e s t o 
ach ieve so lu t ions for a n u m b e r of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p rob lems, t h e r e w a s 
a lso a w i d e r re f lec t ion on s o c i e t a l 
goa ls to be p r o m o t e d by t h e c o n 
servat ion movement . C o n c e p t s of a 
sus ta inab le society , a n d e c o n o m i c 
a n d eco log ica l susta inab i l i ty , 
rece ived w i d e s p r e a d c o v e r a g e at 
t h e c o n f e r e n c e . In an insp i r ing 
k e y n o t e a d d r e s s by J u d i t h Wr ight , 
w h i c h w a s t i n g e d w i t h regre t 
b e c a u s e it may be her last s p e a k i n g 
e n g a g e m e n t , t h e ideas of H.C. 
C o o m b s on t h i s c o n c e p t w e r e des

cr ibed. As far back as 1972 , C o o m b s 
put fo rward t h e idea of a sus ta inab le 
soc ie ty but s i x t e e n y e a r s la ter f e w 
dec is ion makers s h o w an under 
s t a n d i n g of t h e pr inc ip les of a sus 
ta inab le s o c i e t y w h i c h w o u l d 
rep lace those b a s e d on t h e out 
d a t e d p h i l o s o p h y of u n l i m i t e d 
g r o w t h . The n e e d for c h a n g e w a s 
e n c a p s u l a t e d in J u d i t h W r i g h f s 
phrase "Wrong way, g o back!" 

In an a d d r e s s on t h e w a y a h e a d 
Char les B i rch p r o v i d e d four a x i o m s 
for ach iev ing a sus ta inab le s o c i e t y 
in Austral ia . These w e r e (i) t h a t 
n o t h i n g is inev i tab le a b o u t t h e 
fu ture ; (ii) t h e f u t u r e is in our hands; 
(iii) b iocentr ic e th ics n e e d to replace 
a n t h r o p o c e n t r i c e th ics ; and (iv) 
va lue j u d g e m e n t s s h o u l d be part of 
d e c i s i o n mak ing . 

T h e n e e d t o e n s u r e that env i ron 
menta l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s not on ly g o t 
to t h e t o p of t h e pol i t ica l a n d a c a d 
emic agenda , but r e m a i n e d there , 
w a s s t r e s s e d by Penny Figgis in t h e 
o p e n i n g address. Th is idea w a s 
re in forced by a n u m b e r of s p e a k e r s 
in a var ie ty of ways t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
conference. Steven Dubois M P ( w h o 
presented SenatorGraham  R ichardson 
son's s p e e c h at t h e o p e n i n g of 
Sess ion II) n o t e d tha t e n v i r o n m e n t 
al c o n s i d e r a t i o n s in G o v e r n m e n t 
dec is ion m a k i n g had m o v e d f r o m 
the per iphery to be a cent ra l feature. 
Sena to r Peter C o o k MP, M i n i s t e r 
for Resources , r e f e r r e d t o t h e g r o w -
ing d ia logue b e t w e e n conservat ion
ists and t h e G o v e r n m e n t H e a lso 
re fer red t o t h e n e e d f o r a cooper 
at ive mode l inc lud ing conserva t ion 
ist r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on bod ies invol 
ved in po l icy f o r m u l a t i o n . E x a m p l e s 
of a c o - o p e r a t i v e a p p r o a c h are t h e 
Nat ional Energy C o n s u l t a t i v e 
Counc i l , t h e Nat iona l Soi l Conser 
va t ion C o u n c i l a n d t h e E n d a n g e r e d 
Spec ies Adv isory C o m m i t t e e . O n 
t h e idea of c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s b e i n g 
more involved in Government dec is 
ion making bod ies a caut ionary no te 
w a s s o u n d e d by S e n a t o r Chr is 
Pupl ick, o p p o s i t i o n s p o k e s m a n on 
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t H e w a r n e d of t h e 
d a n g e r s of b e i n g s u c k e d in to t h e 



Wrecked 
on Abrahams Bosom 

Trevor Plumb 

bu reauc racy and the resul tant loss 
of i n d e p e n d e n c e . This point was 
p i c k e d up by ACF Director . Phi l l ip 
Toyne, in the med ia re lease for the 
s e c o n d day of the con fe rence . The 
need for env i ronmen ta l g roups to 
ma in ta in i n d e p e n d e n c e was seen 
as essent ia l . 

To k e e p env i ronmen ta l mat te rs 
on the pol i t ica l and academic 
a g e n d a the need tor a h igh level o1 
p ro fess iona l i sm w a s made clear. 
Dav id Be l lamy s ta ted that it was 
t ime env i ronmenta l i s ts and industry 
i m p r o v e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n in the 
h o p e of deve lop ing a cons t ruc t i ve 
w o r k i n g re la t ionsh ip . Mi lo Dunphy 
p r o m o t e d the idea of a na t ionw ide 
paper on env i ronmen ta l issues. A 
more p ro fess iona l a p p r o a c h w o u l d 
involve c a m p a i g n s to "w in hearts 
a n d m inds " to ob ta in a c c e p t a n c e 
by t he c o m m u n i t y of the ideas of 
conse rva t i on i s t s and to enshr ine 
env i r onmen ta l abso lu tes in legis
la t ion. In a c los ing address a long 
these l ines Robyn Wi l l iams of the 
ABC S c i e n c e Uni t l aunched a blist
e r ing a t tack on the loads-a-money ' 
soc ie t y of t he 1 9 8 0 s and the envir
o n m e n t a l i gno rance of s o m e wor ld 
leaders. He s t ressed the importance 
of sc ient i f ic exce l lence in the pursuit 
of so lu t i ons to env i ronmen ta l prob
lems, ra ised t he idea of a "g reen 
levy" on indus t ry - p ropor t iona l to 
each indus t ry 's level of env i ron
men ta l d a m a g e - w h i c h w o u l d be 
u s e d to f u n d research , and drew 
a t t en t i on to the s ign i f i cance of the 
m e d i a 

ACF are to pub l i sh a set of con
f e r e n c e papers w h i c h wil l be avail
ab le in t he NPA (ACT) Off ice. 

* * ¥ 

At 4 p m on M o n d a y 26 March 1 9 2 8 
the S.S. Merimbula, a tw in -sc rew 
s teamer of 1 1 1 1 tons, left i ts wharf 
in Sydney Harbour and. a round 
5 p m . c lea red t he Heads on its 
week l y run to Eden via Bermagu i . 
Tathra a n d Mer imbu la . O n b o a r d 
were 14 passengers , a c rew of 35 
and a ca rgo of 3 5 0 tons of genera l 
merchand i se , inc lud ing a quan t i t y 
of b e n z i n e as deck cargo. 

Dur ing the night, w h i c h was 
excep t iona l l y d a r k heavy wea the r 
was encoun te red . There were f ierce 
rain squal ls and a heavy south
eas te r l y sea w a s runn ing. 

Accord ing to the Sydney Morning 
Herald of 3 0 March, the s tewardess, 
Mrs Sparks, later sa id that w h e n 
she w o k e at midn igh t ' some th ing 
to ld me to get d ressed ' . As a result, 
w h e n the sh ip s t ruck at about 1 am 
w i th a terr ib le, g r ind ing crash that 
t h rew at least one passenger f rom 
his bunk, the s tewardess was one 
of t he f i rs t on d e c k 

The passenge rs and c rew put on 
life j acke ts and s tood by the boats 
wh i le rocke ts were sent up. The 
cap ta in t hen assured t hem that the 
sh ip was fair ly safe and they cou ld 
s tay on board til l morn ing ( there 
be ing no response to the i r d is t ress 
s ignals) . 

Q u o t i n g t he s tewardess aga in : 
'We w e n t be low and had s o m e t h i n g 
to eat. Two of the w o m e n p layed the 
p iano for a bit, and then I b rought 
out my o ld g r a m o p h o n e . That 
c h e e r e d t hem up. W e p layed l O h 
God, Our Help in Ages Past' and 
' H o m e , Swee t H o m e ' ' ! 

Mo rn ing s h o w e d the fo rward 
sec t ion on a rocky spur wh i l e at the 
s tern the deck was awash. The sh ip 
was l is t ing to port and its bo t tom 
was be ing g r o u n d away by move
ments caused by the w ind and seas. 

At 6 a m the j ou rney f rom sh ip to 
shore b e g a n in pe l t ing rain and w i th 
occas iona l w a v e s b reak ing over 
the boats. The j ou rney s e e m e d 
end less but, w h e n all the par ty w e r e 
f inal ly she l t e r i ng in hu ts nea r t he 
beach, Capta in O 'Connor set out in 
pour ing rain to walk to the l ighthouse 
at Point Perpendicular, on the north
ern head to Jerv is Bay. His way led 
genera l l y sou th a long the Beecro f t 
Pen insu la for about 1 3 k m and 

across wha t today might be apt ly 
ca l led the 'b las ted heath", s ince 
a l t hough it is a ' f lora park' it is a lso 
t he RAN's gunne ry range. 

Desp i te f requen t f i res, the f lora 
is st i l l d iverse and at t ract ive. At t he 
end of O c t o b e r th is year, p lants in 
f lower i nc luded spec ies of  Bauera . 
Boronia, Comesperma, Dampiera, 
Epacns, Grevillea, Isopogon. Kunzea. 
Lambertia, Leplospermum, Mela
leuca, Patersonia, Thysanotus. West r ing ia  
and Xanthorrhoea. 

At least Capta in O 'Connor d id 
not have to conce rn himsel f w i th 
u n e x p l o d e d she l ls and bombs, but 
he w a s we t t h rough and exhaus ted 
w h e n he reached the l igh thouse. 
(Why he wen t a lone I canno t imag
ine.) After the a larm had been raised, 
he was dr iven back to his she l te r ing 
par ty in a cart . 

Severa l fea tu res near w h e r e the 
party landed car r ied then and carry 
sti l l the name 'Abrahams 8osom' . 
There is Abrahams Bosom Beach 
and also Ab rahams Bosom Creek, 
wh ich now fo rm part of Ab rahams 
Bosom R e s e r v e - s e e CM A 1:25 0 0 0 
Cu r ra rong sheet , 1985. 

Three cars w e r e d e s p a t c h e d 
f rom Nowra 'pos t haste' , but to reach 
the cars at Cu r rong Creek (now 
Currarong) the passengers and 
crew had to en te r t he boa ts again. 
By evening all the party had reached 
Nowra excep t Capta in O 'Connor 
and one off icer, who s tayed by the 
ship. 

It was perhaps an odd co inc id 
ence that the passengers on that 
voyage inc luded the Sta te Super
in tenden t of Nav iga t ion and an 
inspec to r of sh ipp ing on the i r way 
to inspect instal lat ions and act iv i t ies 
of the Nav igat ion Depar tment a long 
the sou th coast . 

On 3 Apr i l , the M e l b o u r n e Argus 
reco rded that t he sh ip was f inal ly 
so ld for £ 3 0 0 . Today only part of t he 
iron ske l e ton rema ins as a phys ica l 
rem inder of th is m ishap of s ixty 
years ago. 
A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t : My thanks to 
Ian Fraser a n d Margare t McJanne t t 
for their excel lent Env i ronment Tour 
of t he Jerv is Bay area. 

* • • 



Letter to the Editor 
Dear Ms S i m o n d s o n , ! 

R e c e n t l y I have been c o n c e r n e d by ' 
t h e a p p a r e n t c o n s e r v a t i s m a n d 
t r iv ia l i ty of s o m e o f t h e mater ia l 
w h i c h has been p u b l i s h e d in o u r 
Assoc ia t ion 's Bulletin. This is dis
t u r b i n g i n d e e d , s ince I be l ieve t h a t 
t h e Assoc ia t ion 's ro le is an impor
tan t o n e - namely, t o p r o m o t e an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e cur ren t pre
d i c a m e n t of our p lan ts and an ima ls 
a n d the i r c o n s t i t u e n t a s s e m b l a g e s / 
e c o s y s t e m s , t o w o r k f o r t h e e s t a b 
l ishment of s e c u r e nat ional parks 
a n d t o s u p p o r t t h e e f fec t ive man
a g e m e n t of s u c h areas. T h e ent i re 
d e b a t e about G u d g e n b y , w h i l e 
appropr ia te in less in formed c i rc les , 
I fee l is a s o u r c e of f r u s t r a t i o n a n d 
c o n f u s i o n t o t h e readers . It s e e m s 
as if our Assoc ia t ion may we l l be 
p e r m i t t i n g by defaul t , or even 
advocating, t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of 
graz ing in our na t iona l parks! Th is 
f l ies in t h e face of t h e Aust ra l ian 
c o n c e p t of a na t iona l park, b e i n g an 

area w h e r e essent ia l l y w i l d t h i n g s 
a n d processes opera te unt ramel led 
or min imal ly i n f l u e n c e d by h u m a n 
i n d u c e d d is tu rbance . A l l o w i n g 
g r a z i n g in a n y nat iona l park (save 
for t h e sens ib le , pract ica l des tock-
ing over m a y b e t w o t o t h r e e y e a r s 
on graz ing p roper t i es recent ly 
acquired) is in imica l t o t h e c o n c e p t . 
As for t h e preservat ion of t h e cu l 
tura l l andscape argument , f o r g o o d -
ness sake w e are s u r r o u n d e d by 
s u c h landscapes . W e have m o r e 
examples of t h o s e t h a n w e can 
p o k e a s t i c k at! W h a t w e are in d i re 
need of is ex tens ive a reas of min
imal ly d is turbed pre -European land
scapes s o tha t w h a t remnant eco 
s y s t e m s remain can exist in perpet 
uity. Do let us get o u r pr ior i t ies 
right. 

S i n c e I had n o t e d t h i s d i s t u r b i n g 
t r e n d in s o m e NPA p u b l i c a t i o n s / 
act iv i t ies, I h a d c o n t e m p l a t e d 
pe rhaps re l inqu ish ing my member 
sh ip and t u r n i n g my a t t e n t i o n t o 
more progress ive o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

s u c h as t h e W i l d e r n e s s s o c i e t y 
w h i c h have s imi la r ob jec t ives t o t h e 
NPA a n d ac tua l ly d o a t t e m p t t o 
ach ieve t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s r a t h e r t h a n 
to f l o u n d e r in a w a s h of r e d h e r r i n g s 
a n d t o dal ly w i t h act iv i t ies danger 
o u s t o t h e r e t e n t i o n of our r e m n a n t 
w i l d lands. Ins tead I w i l l g i v e it a 
l i t t le m o r e t i m e . In a d d i t i o n , I o f fe r 
y o u an i tem f o r t h e Bulletin. T h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n , I see , se rves t h r e e 
f u n c t i o n s . T h e s e are: 

(i) it p l aces t h e p l igh t of an ima ls 
d e p e n d e n t on t h e r e t e n t i o n of pre-
E u r o p e a n c o m m u n i t i e s in an app
ropr ia te l ight ; 
(ii) it i n f o r m s readers as t o t h e 
nature of cur rent eco log ica l f ind ings 
a n d h a p p e n i n g s ; a n d 
(Mi) it se rves t o s h o w tha t I a m 
a t t e m p t i n g t o w o r k t o w a r d s w h a t I 
see t o be a m o r e e f fec t ive Bulletin 
ra ther t h a n t o s imply cr i t ic ise , a n d 
a l low o t h e r s t o w o r k f o r a c h a n g e . 
T h a n k i n g y o u , 

Garry L W e r r e n 

Ecologists Called to Arms 
by Garry Werren 

Over 180 e n v i r o n m e n t a l sc ient is ts , 
p lant a n d an imal e c o l o g i s t s a n d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of g o v e r n m e n t 
land m a n a g e m e n t a g e n c i e s rec
ent ly met in Gera ld ton , W e s t e r n 
Austral ia in the Ecological Society 's 
B iennia l S y m p o s i u m . T h e t h e m e of 
t h e m e e t i n g w a s 'Aust ra l ian Eco
sys tems: 2 0 0 years of u t i l isa t ion , 
d e g r a d a t i o n a n d recons t ruc t ion ' . 

D u r i n g t h e w e e k - l o n g m e e t i n g 
over 6 0 papers w e r e p r e s e n t e d . 
T h e s e c o v e r e d many t o p i c s i n c l u d 
ing t h e h is tory of use of l and-based 
a n d a q u a t i c sys tems, t h e s t u d y a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t of Austra l ia 's spec ia l 
s t o c k s of p lants a n d an ima ls a n d 
p l a n n i n g for f u t u r e landuse . A g rea t 
dea l of a t t e n t i o n w a s g i v e n t o t h e 
m e a n s of r e c o n s t r u c t i n g a n d rehab
i l i ta t ing d a m a g e d e c o s y s t e m s a n d 
t o t h e n e e d t o re ta in t h e g e n e t i c 
r e s o u r c e base. 

M a n y of t h e p a p e r s p r o v i d e d a 
g rea t l i tany of ev idence for t h e 
b r e a k - d o w n of e c o s y s t e m pro

cesses as a resul t of t h e e x t e n s i v e 
Changes w r o u g h t on t h e l a n d s c a p e 
o v e r t h e past 2 0 0 years of European 
s e t t l e m e n t a n d agr icu l tu ra l c o n 
quest . A g rea t n u m b e r of s p e a k e r s 
reported massive and rapid c h a n g e s 
resu l t ing in a c c e l e r a t e d loss of 
nat ive p lants a n d an imals a n d a 
dec l ine of pr imary product ion . S ince 
1788 many s p e c i e s of Austra l ia 's 
un ique marsup ia ls have b e c o m e 
ex t inc t a n d o thers have s u f f e r e d 
great d e c l i n e s in the i r r a n g e a n d 
numbers . O f t h e o r i g i n a l 7 1 s p e c i e s 
of a r id z o n e mammals , 11 are n o w 
ext inct , w h i l e 5 are c o n f i n e d only t o 
o f fshore is land re fuges. A f u r t h e r 
15 a r e very severe ly r e s t r i c t e d a n d 
are ex t raord inar i l y vu lnerab le . T h e 
smal le r wa l lab ies a n d b a n d i c o o t s 
have su f fe red most d u e t o t h e 
c o m b i n e d ef fect of g raz ing , in t ro 
d u c t i o n of r a b b i t s a n d e x o t i c p r e d 
a tors s u c h as t h e ca t a n d t h e fox, 
la rge-sca le habi ta t d e s t r u c t i o n a n d 
p r o f o u n d hab i ta t m o d i f i c a t i o n as in 

The Bi lby o r R a b b i t - e a r e d Bandi 
coot (Macrotis lagotis) - an an ima l 
w h i c h has b e e n dr iven t o t h e very 
e d g e of e x t i n c t i o n o v e r t h e p a s t 
2 0 0 years - w a s t h e l o g o for t h e 
Eco log ica l Soc ie ty 's c o n f e r e n c e on 
Aust ra l ian E c o s y s t e m s . 



the w i ld f i re -dr iven homogene i t y 
wh ich f o l l owed the remova l of Abor
ig ina l bu rn ing prac t ices . Simi lar 
wor ry ing t rends are l ikewise evident 
for our plants, our b i rds and s o m e 
g r o u p s of inver tebra tes . Prob lems 
of land deg rada t i on - the acidi f ic
a t ion and e ros ion of topsoi l and 
sa lm isa t ion - have a f fec ted a round 
4 0 % of the ent i re con t inen t . 

Dr Recher, fo rmer ly of the Aus
t ra l ian M u s e u m . Sydney, and 
p resen t l y f rom the Depar tmen t of 
Ecosys tem M a n a g e m e n t at the 
Univers i ty of New Eng land, a rgued 
that Austral ia is the most perversely 
and pervas ive ly mod i f i ed of all of 
the con t inen ts . He po in ted to a 
h u g e 2 0 % of all of our ver tebra tes -
some 2 7 3 s p e c i e s - a s endangered . 
We are about to w i t ness ano the r 
bout of ex t i nc t i on - pe rhaps 3 0 % of 
all of our mamma ls and 3 0 spec ies 
of b i rds w i l l be lost un less the re is 
drast ic ac t ion . For this remedia l 
ac t ion to eventuate requires a major 
red i rec t ion of c o m m u n i t y a t t i tudes . 
We can no longer rely s imp ly on 
na t iona l p a r k s a n d reserves to s t o p 
ex t inc t ion and, in any case, w e 
de lude ourse lves if we th ink that w e 
have an a d e q u a t e na ture reserve 
network , he said. Eco log is ts must 
b e c o m e ac t i ve ly invo lved a n d 
commun i ca te . 

His cal l to t ake up arms - at least 
me taphor i ca l l y - w a s we l l under
s tood by most par t ic ipants . On the 
w h o l e the re w a s a d e e p c o n c e r n for 
the fu tu re conse rva t i on of our l iv ing 
natura l resources a n d our ab i l i ty to 
m a n a g e these on a sus ta inab le 
basis, t oge the r w i th a r enewed 
c o m m i t m e n t tor eco log i ca l input to 
the rec t i f i ca t ion of the s i tua t ion . 
There was a c lear ly ident i f iab le 
need for Aus t ra l ian eco log i s t s to 
in form the publ ic , po l i t i c ians and 
sen io r dec i s i on -make rs a b o u t 
env i r onmen ta l issues. 

Whi le the d i scuss ion in the 
c o n f e r e n c e hal l W T S l ively and the 
messages about the s ta te of the 
env i r onmen t o f t e n dep ress ing . Ihe 
sur round ing sandp lams and lateri te 
hi l ls we re an ex t raord inary tapes t ry 
of co lour . The w i l d f l owers w e r e at 
the i r best wi th an inc red ib le array of 
s h a p e s a n d hues. First v is i tors f rom 
the East, of wh ich I was a fo r tuna te 
examp le , f ound the spec tac le in
t r ins ical ly cu r ious and exh i la ra t ing . 
It w a s as if t he p lants t hemse lves 
w e r e s u p p o r t i n g t he ca l l t o a r m s 
amongs t the eco log i ca l f ra te rn i ty in 
t he most impress ive way. 

• * * 

Car Camp at 
June Long Week 

Olive  Buckman 
Flora data by Russ  Kefford  

U n d e r t n e c a r e of gen ia l hosts Pam 
and Russ Kef ford, s o m e 31 mem
bers and f r iends made the i r way by 
dev ious rou tes (via Tarago be ing 
vo ted t he best), to ga ther at the 
Shoa lhaven River at Oa l len Ford 
midday Saturday. The g roup cov
e red all ages (of membersh ip and 
years) f rom the 'e lder ly ' d o w n to 
y o u n g teens. One coup le were very 
new members , and ano ther had 
recent ly re tu rned f rom a year in 
Canada. 

Soon tents, caravans wi th 
annexes , campervans and so on, 
sp rang up over a long, nar row area 
h igh above the river level at the 
t ime, but obv ious ly not much h igher 
than the water had been some 
w e e k s previously. Wi th such large 
numbers and sparse bush land 
w i th in 'cooee ' , a ' l i t t le blue house ' 
w a s m a d e d o w n be low an in land 
bank. Head and shou lde rs cou ld 
st i l l be seen, but that saved any 
sys tem of s ign of occupa t i on ! 
Lunch c o n s u m e d , one and all set 
off a l o n g the river - d o d g i n g t rees 
and f lood debr is - f inal ly to reach 
the si te of o ld go ld d igg ings (around 
1880-1900) . Spu r red by t hough t s 

that recent heavy rains cou ld wel l 
have washed down go ld specks , 
hopefu l seekers foss i cked a i o u n d 
- but to no avail. 

One huge area about 10 -15m 
deep had been made by s lu ice 
wa te rs pass ing th rough, a n d g u m 
trees now 8 0 oi more years o ld 
were g row ing in the bo t tom. 

Turn ing for home near the (very 
swollen) river, we became enthral led 
wi th the act iv i t ies of a p la typus in 
mid-s t ream, only about 20 m away! 
For many, it was their first near 
s igh t ing of th is lovely mono t reme . 
On the w a y back one m e m b e r 
spo t ted an unusual fo rmat ion not 
far f rom the track, and i n t roduced 
others lo a water race. This fo l lowed 
back a n d for th on the same contour , 
carry ing water for hydraul ic s lu ic ing 
- a me thod used by most go ld 
c o m p a n i e s of the per iod in that 
area. 

O u r c a m p i n g area d i v i ded i tsel f -
by sheer numbe rs and d i s tance -
into two c a m p f ires, but a co ld w i n d 
wh ich had been w i th us s ince arrival, 
soon sent m e m b e r s scur ry ing to 
tents and o ther habi tats. Sunday 
d a w n e d br ight and c lear w i t h a 

Breakfast - NPA car camp at Oallen Ford 



18/19 /20 M a r c h - C a r Camp 
Wapengo/Mlmoaa Rocks Nat ional Park 

Ref: Murrah 1 :25000 
Leaden Gary Thompson 88 6084 
Contact leader early for details. Wapengo north of Tathra. 
Camp at lake edge. Swim, fish "or stroll along the beach, 
canoe or blrdwatch. Note there are no facilities, no toilets 
and no water so bring plenty Of drinking water. 500km 
drive. 

19 March - Sunday Walk (A) 
Red Rocks Gorge Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
Meet at Kambah Pool bitumen parking area at 9.30am. 
An 8 km walk along the track following the Murrumbidgee 
River from Kambah Pool to Red Rocks Gorge. The track 
is undulating with good river views. Swimming and lunch 
at Red Rocks pool. 

24 /25 /26 /27 March - Pack Walk (2/3) 
Easter In Namadgi 's southern parts 

Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 , Bredbo 1:25 000 
and Shannons Flat 1:25 000 

Leader: Dlanne T h o m p s o n 8 8 6 0 8 4 
Contact leader early for details. Visit many of the hut 
ruins, stockyards and other historic features of the park. 
Plenty of time for photography. "Walk to the NSW border 
then along Back or Grassy Creek, through to Sheep-
station and Naas Creeks. Mostly on fire trails, but will 
include some open bush and scrub. Small car shuffle 
planned. 160km drive. 

1/2 Apr i l - Pack Walk (1/2) 
Hut on Hospital Creek Ref: Yaouk 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 8.30am. A pleasant day 
walk mostly on tracks. A 12km round trip. 100km drive. 

2 A p r i l - S u n d a y Walk (A) Goodradigbee 
 Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (H), 56 2424 (W) 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road 
at 8.30am. A stroll along the river nodh of Brindabella. 
Plenty of time for swimming or dozing under trees. 

8/9 Apri l - Pack Walk (3/5) 
Smokers Flat/Mt McKeahnie  Area 

Ref: Cor in Dam 1:25 000 
Leaden Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday. An exploratory walk 
towards Orroral Valley from a base camp at Smokers Flat 
to establish a linkage point for a future walk from the 
valley. 80km drive. 

9 April - Sunday Walk (B) 
Black Spr ings Ref: T idb inb i l l a 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Lyle Mark 86 2801 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road. 
A 14km walk to Fishing Gap and onto the Cotter River. 
Partly along historic bridle path. A long but gradual climb 
back to the gap. 70km drive. 

• prll - Sunday Walk (A) A 

Mt Ainsl ie - Mt Pleasant Ref: ACT 1:100 O V 
Leader: Gary Schneider 5 4 9 8 0 1 
Meet at the car park behind the War Memorial at 
10.00am. An easy day walk with excellent views of 
Canberra. 

18 Apri l - Tuesday Midweek Walk (A/B) 
Hardys Range Ref: Cotter Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Charles Hil l 95 8924 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road 
at 9.30am. A 10km walk the length of Hardys Range, 
through interesting terrain and with good views. A steep 
climb up a firebreak then easy undulating walking along 
the ridge. Total climb 400 metres. Walking on forest 
roads and in pads open forest. Suitable for anyone who 
can puff up a firebreak rising 200 metres. 40km drive. 

6/7 M a y - W e e k e n d Away (A) 
Bra idwood History Tour 
Leader: Kevin Frawley 82 3080 
Contact leader early for details of this trip to explore the 
history and environs of Braidwood. More details will be 
available in the next Program. 

Points to Note 

New faces to lead, new places to go I 
Please help to keep our Outings Program alive by volunteering 
to lead a walk occasionally. 
Contact Walks Convenor Steven Forst 51 6817 (H). 

All persons Joining an outing of the National Parks Association 
of the ACT. do so as volunteers In all respects and as such 
accept sole responsibility for any injury howsoever Incurred 
and the National Parks Association of the A.C.T., its office 
bearers and appointed leaders are absolved from any liability In 
respect of any injury or damage suffered whilst engaged In any 
such outing. 

The Committee suggests a donation of FIVE cents per kilometre 
(calculation to nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each 
passenger accepting transport Drive and walkdlstances quoted 
in the program are for approximate return journeys. 

OUTINGS PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 1988 - APRIL 1989 

OUTINGS GUIDE 

Day Walks - Carry lunch, drinks and protective clothing. 
Pack Walks - Two or more days, carryall food and camping require

ments. CONTACT LEADER BY WEDNESDAY. 
Car Camps - Often limited or no facilities. Vehicles takento site 

can be used for camping. BOOK WITH LEADER 
EARLY. 

Other activities Include nature rambles, field guide studies, ski tours, 
snow crafts, tree maintenance and other projects. 

DAY WALKS-GRADING 
A Up to 15 km, mainly on tracks or forest roads, relatively flat 

terrain or shorter distances through trackless open bushland. 
B Upto20 km, mainly on tracksorshorterwalks through trackless 

open bush. 
C As for 'B' may include rougher terrain, I.e. heavy scrub, rock 

hopping or scrambling or steep terrain. 
D Up to 30 km, relatively easy terrain or less over trackless or 

steep terrain. 

PACK WALKS - GRADING 
1 Up to 1 4 km a day over relatively easy terrain. 
2 Up to 20 km a day, may Involve long ascents. 
3 As for '2' may Include rougher terrain, le, heavy scrub, rock 

hopping or scrambling. 
4 Strenuous long distance ormuchsteepcllmblngorverydlfflcult 

terrain. 
5 Exploratory In an area unfamiliar to the leader. 

Additional information will be contained in the actual walks program. If 
necessary contact leader. 



14 December - Wednesday Meeting 
Out ings Program Meeting Ref: Canberra UBD 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (H), 56 2426 (W) 
Meeting to be held at Steven's place, 46 Wybalena 
Grove, Cook from 1930 (7.30pm). The Outings Program 
for April to June 1989 will be discussed, along with any 
other business. All welcome. 

14/15 J a n u a r y - Canoe Trip 
Tumut River 
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 51 5550 (H), 46 2167 (W) 
Location subject to water conditions. Contact leader by 
Wednesday 4 January for details of venue and map 
references. Numbers limited. 320km drive. 

21 /22 January - Pack Walk (4) 
Brogo River Ref: Yowrie 1:25 000 

and Puen Buen 1:25 000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A walk in a 
wilderness area of Wadbilliga National Park Mostly off 
tracks, steep climbs and may involve swimming with 
packs. Total climb over 1000 metres. Numbers limited. 
300km drive. 

28 /29 January - Pack Walk (112) 
Broken Dam, Kiandra Ref: Tantangara 1:100 000 

and Kosciusko 1:100 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. About a 9km 
walk from Sawyers Hut to Broken Dam Hut on fire trails. 
Will also include a look around the Nine Mile Diggings. 
280km drive. 

29 J a n u a r y - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Mt Frankl in /Mt Ginini Area 

Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
and Tidbinbi l la 1:25 000 

Leader: Lyn Richardson 41 5498 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road 
at 9.00am. A10km walk over fairly level ground with good 
views possible. 110km drive. 

4 /5 February - Pack Walk (2) 
Mclntyres Hut Ref: ACT 1 :100000 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (H), 56 2426 (W) 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details. A walk along 
the Goodradigbee River from Brindabella northward to 
Mclntyres Hut and return. Plenty of opportunity for 
swimming. 120km drive. 

5 February - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Swamp Creek Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Rd at 
9.30am. A pleasant stroll along the creek, pick black
berries and swim. 20km drive. 

11/12 February - Pack Walk (2/3) 
Deua River Ref: Burrumbela 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
Contact leader early lor details. A great walk along the 
river, weather permitting. Much wading. 115km drive on 
tar, 10km rough. 

I ^ P e b r u a r y - Sunday Walk (A) 
Shoalhaven River Ref: Bra idwood 1:25 000 
Leader: Al lan Mort lock 81 2335 
Meet at Canberra Railway Station at 9.00am. An easy 
walk along the Shoalhaven River near the Warri Bridge. 
Plenty of opportunities to get wet or just sit on sandy 
beaches. Spectacular granite cliffs also along the river. 
100km drive. 

16 February - Thursday Midweek Walk (A) 
Austral ian Nat ional Botanic Gardens 
Leader: Gladys Joyce 95 6959 
Meet at the Information Centre at 10.00am. Walksthrough 
tropical rainforest and other interesting areas in the 
gardens. Lunch in the amphitheatre area. 4 to 5km walk 

18/19 February - Pack Walk (4) 
Ettrema Ref:Touga 1:25 0 0 0 & Nerriga 1:25 000 
Leader: Eric Picker ing 86 2128 
Walk to Ettrema Gorge via Shingles Pass, return by a 
different way. No tracks, some rock hopping and wading. 
Please contact leader by Wednesday for details. Total 
climb of 400 metres, 340km drive. 

18/19 February - Car Camp 
Brindabella Valley Ref: T idb inb i l la 1:25 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Contact leader before Wednesday. A lovely weekend on 
the Goodradigbee River with a walk up the Brindabella 
Range. Bring fishing gear if you want trout for tea?? Also 
swimming in the Goodradigbee River. 120km drive. 

19 February - Sunday Walk (B) 
Brindabella Range Ref: T idb inb i l la 1:25 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Meet at the Brindabella Valley bridge at 9.00am. Walk in 
the Brindabella Valley and up the Brindabella Range. 
120km drive. 

25 /26 February - Pack Walk (1) 
Goodradigbee River Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Fiona Brand 47 9538 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this easy 
2km walk for beginners, children and swimmers. 160km 
drive. 

26 February - Sunday Walk (A) 
Jo in t KHA/NPA walk: Huts of the Mt Clear - High 
Forest Area Ref: Co l in ton 1:25 000 

and Bredbo 1:25 000 
Leader: Andrew Lyne 88 6632 
Meet at Kambah Shops at 8.00am. An easy 11 km walk 
from Mt Clear Homstead area along Grassy Creek then 
up the fire trail to the High Forest area, through open 
grassy country to Naas Creek and finally along track to 
the start. Visit Potters Hut, Reggie Brayshaws Hut, Sam 
Shouds Hut, Chaulkers Hut, Barretts Hut, and Mt Clear 
Homestead. 1 70km drive. 

4 March - Saturday Walk (C) 
Blue Gum Creek Area Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for this exploratory walk. 
May involve rock scrambling, thick scrub and steep 
climbs. Not for beginners. 100km drive. Venue may be 
changed in the event of extremely hot weather. 

4 /5 March - Pack Walk (2) 
Somewhere on the Shoalhaven or Kangaroo River 
system 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 (H), 56 2426 (W) 
Contact leader before Wednesday to find out just where 
he is going and how he is going to get there? We do know 
that there will be a chance to get wet and any walking 
won't be too far. So give him a ring and find out. ??? drive. 

5 March - Sunday Walk (A) 
Michelago Gorge Ref: M iche lago 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: John Webster 41 4646 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk and 
swim on the Murrumbidgee River. Numbers limited. 
120km drive. 

8 March - Wednesday Midweek Walk (A) 
Lake Burtey Griff in Ref: ACT 1:100 0 0 0 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Meet at Orana Bay at 9.30am. A pleasant 16km walk 
around the lake west of Commonwealth Avenue. Pine 
forest and lake views. 

11 M a r c h - S a t u r d a y Walk (B) 
Mt Gingera Ref: Cor in Dam 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Dugald M u n r o e 3 1 8776 
Meet at the corner of Eucumbene Drive and Cotter Road 
at 8.00am. A 13km walk from Mt Ginini to the top of Mt 
Gingera. Good views, returning by Snowy Flat. Half on 
tracks, half through open bush. One steep 200m climb. 
100km drive. 

11/12 March - Pack Walk (2/3) 
Woolla Creek Ref: Burrumbela 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Bob Story 81 2174 
Contact leader before Wednesday. Summer swimming 
and much wading, weather permitting. 115km drive on 
tar, 10km rough. 

15 March - Wednesday Midweek Walk (A) 
Orroral Valley Ref: ACT 1:100 0 0 0 
Leader: Betty Campbel l 81 1771 
Meet at Tharwa shops at 10.00am. Walk in vicinity of 
Orroral Valley tracking station. About 10km easy wa lk 
50km drive. 

18 /19 /20 March - Pack Walk (3) 
Mt Jagungal Area Ref: Khancoban 1:50 0 0 0 
Leader: Neville Esau 86 4176 
Contact leader before Wednesday for details. A long 
weekend walk in the high country. Visit historic huts and 
enjoy majestic views. 400km drive. 



s l ight f rost , t h e n c lear b lue sk ies 
and w a r m sunshine . S o m e members 
w e n t t h e i r o w n ways - o r r e s t e d -
w h i l e t h e bulk of t h e g r o u p w e r e off 
early, dr iv ing a long t h e Nerr iga 
road t o a newly c o n s t r u c t e d W o g 
W o g park ing a r e a 

T h o s e of us o l d e n o u g h in 
m e m b e r s h i p to r e m e m b e r t h e 
'good o ld days' w h e n w e c o u l d dr ive 
t h r o u g h W o g W o g proper ty , a n d s o 
- w i t h i n a very shor t w h i l e - be 
w a l k i n g in t h e Budawangs , f o u n d 
oursel f i n t e r e s t e d - bu t f rus t ra ted . 
W e f o l l o w e d a t rack - recent ly 
m a d e - r o u n d pr ivate proper t ies , up 
a n d d o w n and r o u n d about , for 
near ly 1 % h o u r s - t o eventua l ly f ind 
w e w e r e in t h e B u d a w a n g s - a 
s tone 's t h r o w f r o m our o ld car park
ing area! At t h i s point , t h e g r o u p 
d iv ided , s o m e t o re turn to c a m p and 
fo l low t h e i r o w n interests , wh i l e 16 
of us w e n d e d our w a y in to t h e 
B u d a w a n g s proper. O n e j o y of t h i s 
a rea is t h a t at any t i m e of t h e year 
there is a lways s o m e t h i n g ' o u f . On 
th is day w e had an ear ly pale wat t le , 
and then masses of a br ighter ye I low 
o n e - a g rea t joy. O t h e r f l o w e r s and 
shrubs in b loom included: Styl idium, Boronia
, Epacris, B a n k s i a s p i n u l o s p i n u l o s a
a n d B. p a l u d o s a Banks ia er ic i fo l ia 
is a lways a lovely s ight , a n d af ter 
Russ's example of a g e n t l e poke and 
f inger lick, w e a l l - f o l l o w e d su i t -
y u m m y - n o w o n d e r t h e honeyeaters 
w e r e t w i t t e r i n g all a r o u n d us! Wi th 
mighty Cur rockb i l l y looming on our 
r ight in t h e d is tance , a n d C o r a n g 
Peak ahead, w e d e v i a t e d t o Admir
a t ion Point . For t h o s e n e w t o t h e 
area, w h a t a magn i f i cen t s ight 
a w a i t e d t h e m . Wi th c lear b lue sk ies 
and br ight s u n s h i n e , t h e y had w i d e 
v iews f rom left to r ight: B ibben luke , 
Don jon , M t s C o l e a n d O w e n and 
t h e lovely Cast le - al l per fect 
e x a m p l e s of t h e t o w e r i n g rocky 
mesas typ ica l of t h e area, a n d so 
round t o Byangee Walls and Pigeon 
House . B e y o n d lay t h e sea, and to 
c o m p l e t e t h e p ic ture , at least t w o 
sh ips sa i l ing t h e r e o n . B e l o w us, as 
w e ate our lunch, w e r e t h e deep, 
deep , d e n s e l y w o o d e d gu l l i es w i t h 
p a t c h e s of ra in fo res t - h o m e of 
many a n i m a l s - a n d creeks , p lus t h e 
start of t h e Y a d b o r o river. 

T ime t o re turn - m e a n d e r i n g 
a r o u n d Korra Hil l ( f rom w h i c h po int 
four y o u n g , e n e r g e t i c m e m b e r s 
d a s h e d off u p C o r a n g Peak). To 
c o m p l e t e a w o n d e r f u l day, on t h e 
w a y h o m e t h o s e in t h e lead car 
c o u l d hard ly be l ieve t h e i r eyes as 

four e a g l e s rose l ike l u m b e r i n g 
7 4 7 s f r o m a p a d d o c k near t h e road, 
landing in some trees, then returning 
to t h e ca rcass w h e r e t h e y had been 
feed ing , to prov ide s i g h t i n g s for 
o t h e r cars b e h i n d us. 

It w a s a per fec t n ight for roar ing 
c a m p fires, and wh i le I cannot speak 
for ' the o t h e r one' , w e had an 
h i lar ious n ight a r o u n d ours. W e 
c o v e r e d e v e r y t h i n g f r o m act ion 
songs, t r i ck w o r d games , d i t t i es of 
bo th Wor ld Wars, to m o n o l o g u e s . 
All th is w a s great ly e n h a n c e d by an 
array of bo t t l es (whose c o n t e n t s got 
less as t i m e w e n t by) a n d a visi t 
f r o m t h e ' N a b i s c o Fairy 1 (in t h e 
o p p o s i t i o n f i re group) w i t h c h o c c y 
biccies! 

M o n d a y w a s again br ight a n d 
clear, a n d many m e m b e r s w e n d e d 
the i r w a y by car t o t h e Endr ick 
River. Ext raord inary heavy rains 
s o m e six w e e k s previously , a long 
w i th t h e debr is t h e r i ve rca r r i ed , had 
l i f ted t h e lovely o ld b r idge c o m 
p le te ly off i ts m o o r i n g s ( remains of 
25 cm bol ts s t i c k i n g out of t h e 
c o n c r e t e b locks in t h e river c o u l d 
be seen) and car r ied t h e whole 
br idge s o m e 25 m d o w n s t r e a m , 
t h e n t i p p i n g it o n t o t h e bank. The 
main, vast o ld t ree t r u n k s s o m e 
6 0 c m or m o r e in d i a m e t e r had b e e n 
recovered a n d res to red in place, 
vast w o o d e n b e a m s bo l ted back, 
and 1 2 c m s q u a r e b l o c k s had b e e n 
laid across. A l t h o u g h not ye t o p e n 
t o traff ic , w e w e r e ab le t o s c r a m b l e 

up on t h e new br idge, wa lk a c r o s s 
and w a n d e r a r o u n d t h e chaos . It 
w a s an incred ib le s ight , espec ia l ly 
to see t h e or ig ina l d e c k p l a n k i n g 
' tossed ' o n t o t h e bank in h u g e 
sec t ions , a n d our m i n d s b o g g l e d at 
t h e t h o u g h t of t h e whole b r i d g e 
be ing l i f ted up, carr ied d o w n s t ream 
a n d d u m p e d l ike a p a c k of cards! 

R e t u r n i n g t o Nerr iga, w e s p e n t 
s o m e t i m e l o o k i n g a r o u n d a very 
o ld d e s e r t e d h o u s e a n d o u t b u i l d 
ings - w i t h a de l ight fu l huge , t i l ed , 
d o m e d oven u n d e r its o w n roof. It 
w a s t h e n on to t h e o l d N e r r i g a 
s c h o o l h o u s e ( 1 9 2 4 ? ) - n o w an o l d 
h is tor ica l m u s e u m . Russ had ar ran
g e d for t h e c u r a t o r t o o p e n up, a n d 
w e s p e n t a very in te res t ing t i m e 
b o t h there , and in t h e nearby 
bu i ld ing - a ' m i n e s and minera ls ' 
e x p l o r a t i o n c o l l e c t i o n of photos , 
maps, m in ing e q u i p m e n t a n d so o n . 

The de l igh t fu l , i n te res t ing w e e k 
e n d w a s over. Back t o c a m p a n d t h e 
c h o r e s of p a c k i n g up, cheer ios , 
thanks , a n d a p leasant dr ive back to 
Canberra . O n e a n d all r e t u r n e d 
re f reshed b o t h menta l l y a n d phys
ically, and w i th many happy memor 
ies, a n d h o p e s of r e t u r n i n g aga in t o 
th is f asc ina t ing area w i t h so many 
remains of t h e very act ive 'go ld ' 
pr iod , d a m m e d c r e e k s a n d o t h e r 
po in ts of in terest a n d beauty. 

• * • 

Lunch - NPA car camp at Oallen Ford 



Cooleman to Orroral 
by Judith Webster 

For t he Oc tober long w e e k e n d John 
a n d I w e n t o n t he NPA pack walk. 
Our leader, Ross Car l ton, had th is 
i n te res t ing idea to wa lk f rom Blue 
W a t e r h o l e s - in t he Kosc iusko 
Nat iona l Park - t h r o u g h to the 
Or ro ra l Val ley - in ou r o w n loca l 
Namadg i Na t iona l Park - fo l l ow ing 
old f i re trai ls. A cons ide rab le 
amount of organisat ion w a s involved 
and qu i te an e l e m e n t of doubt . 

The road i n to B l u e Wa te rho les is 
c l osed d u r i n g the w in te r and off ic
ially r e o p e n e d the f i rst w e e k e n d in 
October , w e a t h e r permi t t ing . In 
order to reconno i t re the walk before 
t he r o a d w a s o p e n e d , Ross h a d t o 
do it bo th ways , beg inn ing and 
end ing at Orroral Valley. He a l lowed 
f ive days for his p lann ing t r ip but 
m a n a g e d to do it in th ree (part ly 
s p u r r e d o n by a de te r i o ra t i on in t he 
weather ) . As w e had to wa lk only 
half the d i s tance he did in t h ree 
days, it p romised to be a comfor tab le 
wa lk w i t h o u t u n d u e t ime p ressures . 

The next p rob lem w a s organ is ing 
t ranspor t to the c o m m e n c e m e n t of 
the wa lk ( leav ing cars at t he Orrora l 
end p r e s e n t e d no di f f icul ty) . Ross 
a r ranged to hire a twe lve-sea te r 
bus b u t n e e d e d t o f i nd s o m e o n e 
wi l l ing to dr ive it to B lue Wa te rho les 
and then back to Canberra. He found 
a k ind a n d nob le sou l in t he shape 
of Char les Hi l l w i t h Audrey as his 
suppor te r . 

N o w the on ly poss ib le obs tac le 
was t he w e a t h e r - if t he re w a s a lot 
of rain or a late snowfa l l be fo re the 
Long W e e k e n d , the road w o u l d 
r ema in c losed. Fo r tuna te l y t h e 
w e a t h e r w a s reasonab le and Ross 
was 9 0 % sure w e w o u l d be ab le to 
get in but d idn ' t ac tua l ly know unt i l 
we go t to t he ga te a n d f o u n d it 
o p e n ! 

W e w e r e all l ook ing fo rward to 
t he wa lk - w e be ing the lucky ones 
w h o e x p r e s s e d an in te res t in the 
wa lk at an ear ly s tage. It w a s arran
g e d that w e m e e t at S a m o n Satur
day morn ing at t he ' l ocked ga te ' in 
Or rora l Val ley. Wi th the magp ies 
ta lk ing sof t ly to t hemse l ves be fo re 
it w a s even l ight a n d a major dawn 
cho rus s o o n af ter 5am, no-one over
s lep t a n d w e w e r e all a s s e m b l e d by 

7 .45am; had loaded ourse lves and 
packs in to t he bus and w e r e on the 
road by 8 .02am. The dr ive a l o n g the 
Boboyan Road to Adaminaby was 
s t ra igh t fo rward but on t he Snowy 
M o u n t a i n s H ighway w e b e c a m e 
increas ing ly c o n s c i o u s of t he ga le 
fo rce w inds sway ing the bus. Wi th 
Char les 's s teady hand on the dr iv ing 
w h e e l , w e w e r e all re laxed and 
e n j o y e d be ing chauf feur dr iven to 
our s ta r t ing point. 

W h e n w e t u rned off th is h ighway 
on to t he dir t t rack lead ing into Blue 
Wate rho les , Char les was un im
p ressed by t he s ta te of the road and 
took s o m e conv inc ing that it was 
t he r igh t one . Ruts, ho les, pudd les 
and a fa l len t ree to skirt, mean t that 
w e p r o c e e d e d at a snai l 's pace. 

La te r w e w e r e con f ron ted by a 
very s teep and rut ted descen t Whi le 
t h e rest of us w a i t e d in the van, 
Char les and Ross set oft on foot to 
see if it was OK to con t inue . They 
d e c i d e d i t w a s a n d t h e bus r o c k e d 
gen t l y downh i l l and out on to a long, 
ra ther boggy plain. Two- th i rds of 
t he way across this, it w a s felt w e 
shou ld not push our luck too far 
w i th t he bus and w e s topped and 
began our walk. We were sti l l s o m e 
f ive or six k i l omet res shor t of the 
Blue Wate rho les . 

Char les a n d Audrey had p lanned 
to h a v e a picnic lunch and an explor
a tory s t ro l l be fore re tu rn ing to 
Canbe r ra so j o i ned us to wa lk to the 
C o o l e m a n H o m e s t e a d . However , 
w h e n w e c a m e to a boots-ot f or wet-
f ee t creek, t hey d e c i d e d to t u rn 
back. W e w e r e ex t reme ly g ra te fu l 
to t h e m for dr iv ing us all that way. 
They had a long, s low jou rney back 
w i t h severa l t r icky par ts g e t t i n g up 
t he s t e e p hi l ls w i thou t our we igh t in 
the bus to give t ract ion to the wheels. 
The bus w a s d u e back in Canber ra 
at 5 .00pm and they re tu rned it at 
4 . 55pm, {a l lowing for on ly a very 
brief lunch and co f fee break). 

Meanwh i l e , not qu i t e ready to do 
ba t t le w i th the co ld w ind a n d inter
mi t ten t sp i t t i ng rain, w e wa lke rs 
o p t e d for an ear ly l unch in the 
s h e l t e r of t h e C o o l e m a n home
s tead . This h o m e s t e a d has been 
res to red a n d NPA m e m b e r s wi l l 

r emember see ing a Her i tage f i lm 
made dur ing the res to ra t ion w h i c h 
s h o w e d the art of sp l i t t ing logs and 
t e c h n i q u e s for cons t ruc t i ng the 
wal ls. 

Our rou te took us down a rough 
and e roded track to Blue Waterho les 
wh ich be l ied its name and looked 
a s l ight ly murky g reen . We cr iss
c r o s s e d Cave Creek a coup le of 
t imes and then s t ragg led out fo l low
ing t he f i ret ra i l over tussock grass 
pla ins w i th the ga le buf fe t ing us. 

It was w ide open coun t ry w i th 
large chang ing skyscapes of dark 
c louds , f ragmen ts of ra inbows, 
expanses of blue, a n d pale cur ta ins 
of rain sweep ing over the d is tant 
hi l ls a n d s o m e t i m e s over us. 

About mid-af ternoon w e reached 
Pocke ts Hut wh ich o f fe red a qu ie t 
haven f rom the gale. J o h n and I 
r e m e m b e r e d it in a d i f fe rent l ight 
f rom an Ian Curr ie Easter w e e k e n d 
w h e n the hut was over- run w i th trai l 
b ik ies hav ing a party! 

At th is point Ross sa id t he camp
si te he had c h o s e n might be rather 
exposed and w e cou ld ins tead, s tay 
in t he hut or wa lk ano the r two ki lo
met res to a c ross ing at t he Good
rad igbee river. Two vo ted for the 
hut. The rest, inc lud ing myself, we re 
apparen t l y neut ra l . Wh i le w e w e r e 
undec ided , two o ther wa lke rs 
appea red and it c rossed my m ind 
w e cou ld end up shar ing t he hut 
w i th all sor ts of u n k n o w n peop le 
and it might not be very peacefu l . I 
r e m e m b e r e d , too, that the c ross ing 
at t he G o o d r a d i g b e e was a pret ty 
spot so vo i ced my vo te in favour ot 
camp ing at the river te l l ing everyone 
how at t rac t ive it was. Sudden l y my 
lone ly vo ice had swayed the party 
and everyone w a s for the river. 

On the s teep descen t to the 
c ross ing , w e met a par ty of th ree 
labour ing up the hill w i t h moun ta in 
b ikes. The s p o k e s m a n of the i r t r io 
waxed e loquen t about t he joys of 
b i k i n g - o b v i o u s l y of t he pe rsuas ion 
that it w a s be t te r than wa lk ing . 
They 'd had a great day, t ravers ing 
3 0 k i l omet res down f i re t ra i ls f rom 
Mt Gin in i a n d w e r e headed for t he 
hut. Al l the i r smar t gear was neat ly 
s t o w e d in pann ie rs hung over t he 



whee ls , b o t h f r o n t a n d back. M o u n 
ta in b i k i n g cer ta in ly a p p e a r e d t o 
of fer an a t t rac t ive a l te rna t ive w a y 
for s e e i n g m o r e of t h e bush . 

I w a s g lad I had s p o k e n up in 
favour of t h e r ivers ide camp. It w a s 
a d e l i g h t f u l spot . A large f lat g rassy 
area in a natura l b o w l w h e r e t h e 
river curved a round before enter ing 
a min i -gorge . It w a s s h e l t e r e d f r o m 
t h e main f o r c e of t h e ga le but 
occas iona l g u s t s of w i n d b lew into 
t h e bowl , w h i r l e d a r o u n d {c rea t ing a 
f renzy w i t h our c a m p f i re smoke) 
a n d t h e n b lew a w a y aga in . 

Af ter a p leasant e v e n i n g w i t h no 
fu r ther showers, w e all ret i red t o b e d 
qu i te early. It t h e n b e g a n to rain a n d 
ra ined q u i t e s tead i ly most of t h e 
n ight w i t h heav ier d o w n p o u r s at 
t imes. Occas iona l l y I a w o k e and , 
l i s ten ing to t h e rain, fe l t cosy in my 
s l e e p i n g bag but h o p e d it w o u l d 
s t o p by m o r n i n g or my v o t e for t h e 
river c a m p s i t e w o u l d not be q u i t e 
s o popular! 

S o o n af ter t h e pale, d a m p dawn, 
I w a s w o k e n t o t h e s o u n d of ra ised 
voices . 'What 's this ' , I t h o u g h t , 
' a c r i m o n y on a bushwalk ' . I t h e n 
rea l ised t h e 'a rgument ' w a s a b o u t 
t h e prospects o f ge t t ing a f i r e lit w i th 
t h e w e t w o o d a n d t h e i m m i n e n t 
p rospec t of a n o t h e r d o w n p o u r a n d 
I s h r a n k d o w n into my bag; th is w a s 
jus t as I f ea red - how w o u l d I f a c e 
' the hut' a d v o c a t e s now! W h e n I 
e m e r g e d f rom t h e tent , t h e r e w a s 
no s ign of any f i re a n d a f e w d i s c o n 
sola te b u s h w a l k e r s s t o o d a r o u n d 
ea t ing the i r c o l d tucker . 

S o m e t i m e had e l a p s e d s ince 
t h e last s h o w e r and s t o u t - h e a r t e d 
David b e g a n t o ga ther w o o d a n d 
c o n s t r u c t a magn i f i cen t w i g w a m 
w h i c h , w i t h t h e a id of a f i re l ighter , 
w a s s o o n b laz ing cheer fu l ly . From 
t h e n on t h e m o r n i n g b r i g h t e n e d by 
t h e m i n u t e w i t h all s igns of t h e rain 
b l o w n away a n d a lovely f r e s h n e s s 
a n d spark le e m a n a t i n g f r o m t h e 
bush . 

The t h r e e m o u n t a i n b ikers 
passed by on the i r re turn t r ip . W e 
p layed a sor t of to r to ise a n d hare 
g a m e w i t h t h e m over t h e next f e w 
hours, o v e r t a k i n g t h e m w h e n e v e r 
t h e y had to get off a n d push . O u r 
route c l i m b e d s tead i ly f o l l o w i n g an 
o ld f i re trai l u p t h r o u g h tal l forest , 
s p r i n k l e d w i t h t h e g o l d a n d m a u v e 
of w a t t l e and hovea, t o L e u r a Gap 
w h i c h w e r e a c h e d a h e a d of t h e 
cycl is ts . 

O l d f i re t ra i ls can be a very 
p leasant al ternat ive t o bushbash ing 
- t h e y g ive a c lear r o u t e but a re 

g r o w n over su f f i c ien t ly t o be sof t 
u n d e r f o o t a n d st i l l f ee l part of t h e 
b u s h . S o m e t i m e s too, t h e y have t h e 
d r e a m y qua l i ty of a b y g o n e era -
h e r e is a route t h a t o n c e u p o n a 
t i m e w a s u s e d by ear ly se t t l e rs in 
t h e reg ion . . . 

W h e n w e r e a c h e d L e u r a Gap t h e 
s t r o n g w i n d m a d e us g lad to p u s h 
on d o w n into t h e val ley t o a b r idge 
over t h e Cot te r River. There w a s 
p lenty of clear, b r igh t a n d pure, 
w a t e r g u s h i n g b y on i ts w a y t o t h e 
Cor in Dam and eventua l ly t o our 
h o u s e h o l d taps. For t h i s reason, 
a l t h o u g h w e had a p e r m i t t o c a m p 
in t h e Cot te r Ca tchment , it had t o 
be a s t ipu la ted d is tance f r o m t h e 
river and Ross had a c a m p s i t e in 
m ind w h i c h meant car ry ing w a t e r 2 
k i lomet res ! 

W e had l u n c h b e s i d e t h i s s t r e a m 
a n d t h e n s o m e of t h e g r o u p w e n t in 
search of t h e Cot te r H o u s e w h i l e 
t h e rest of us re laxed in t h e sun . O n 
the i r re turn Ross sa id t h e y had 
f o u n d a m u c h more p r o m i s i n g 
camps i te , t h e requ i red d i s t a n c e 
f rom t h e river. It w a s on t h e s i d e of a 
g e n t l y s l o p i n g hi l l l o o k i n g d o w n 
t o w a r d s t h e river a n d a m a g n i f i c e n t 
v iew a long t h e va l ley t o C o r o n e t 
Peak a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e Mt 
Kel ly spur. There w a s a smal l 
a r b o r e t u m m a r k e d on t h e m a p 
nearby a n d th is w e d i s c o v e r e d w a s 
a s t a n d of p ines w h i c h had b e e n 
c h o p p e d d o w n . W e w e r e a b l e t o 
use s o m e p ine c o n e s for our f i re 
and k n o w w e w e r e h e l p i n g prevent 
pro l i fe ra t ion of w i l d p ines. 

The rest of t h e a f t e r n o o n w a s 
s p e n t lazi ly in t h e sun or bes ide o u r 
f i re b r e w i n g c u p s of t e a and m a k i n g 
early p repara t ions f o r our e v e n i n g 
meal . 

O n M o n d a y w e w e r e ready t o 
leave at 7 .40am. A n o t h e r var ia t ion 
to t h e wa lk w a s s u g g e s t e d a n d 
ins tead of f o l l o w i n g t h e f i re t ra i l t h a t 
w e n t via Sawpi t c r e e k t o t h e t o p 
e n d of t h e Orrora l val ley, w e cu t 
across c o u n t r y o n t o t h e r e m a i n s of 
an o ld trai l over Cot ter Gap. Leaving 
t h e Gap it b e c o m e s a m e r e foot 
pa th t h r o u g h s h o u l d e r h igh b u s h 
w h i c h w a s v ibrant w i t h b i rd -songs . 
T h e w i n d w a s less t o d a y a n d it w a s 
w a r m a n d s h e l t e r e d in t h e gul ly . 

W i t h t h e ear ly s tar t a n d a s t e a d y 
pace, w e had re jo ined t h e f i re t ra i l in 
t h e Orrora l Val ley by lunch- t ime . 
W e t o o k a s t e e p shor t c u t t o avo id a 
large loop of t h e r o a d a n d t h e n had 
a l u n c h break. M a n y day -wa lke rs in 
fami ly g r o u p s a n d pairs w a n d e r e d 

past us o n t h e r o a d b a c k to t h e 
l o c k e d g a t e a n d it w a s g o o d t o s e e 
our local Na t iona l Park be ing u s e d 
and a p p r e c i a t e d . W e cer ta in ly 
a p p r e c i a t e d our w a l k t h r o u g h 
c o u n t r y vary ing f r o m h i g h - c o u n t r y 
plains, to tall forest a n d o p e n val leys. 
W e had c o v e r e d a d i s t a n c e of a b o u t 
4 7 k i lomet res . T h a n k y o u Ross f o r 
o r g a n i s i n g it al l . 

* + * 

Yellow, Red 
or Letter Box? 

Den Robin 

W h e r e have all t h e t rees g o n e ? 
In 2 0 0 years of E u r o p e a n s e t t l e 

ment , Aust ra l ia has lost t w o - t h i r d s 
of its t ree cover, i n c l u d i n g t h r e e -
quar te rs of its ra in foresL 

Mul t i -na t iona ls a re t e a r i n g d o w n 
t h e wor ld 's f o r e s t s at an a l a r m i n g 
rate, w i t h devas ta t ing e n v i r o n m e n 
tal , soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c c o n s e 
q u e n c e s . 

I ncreas ingly , t h e t r e e s a re b e i n g 
c o n v e r t e d in to adver t is ing cat 
a logues , u n s o l i c i t e d f ree news
p a p e r s a n d o t h e r f o r m s of j u n k mai l . 

A l ready three billion of t h e s e 
i tems are b e i n g d e l i v e r e d in to Aus
t ra l ian l e t t e r b o x e s e a c h year! 

Three major l e t t e r b o x i n g ; c o m 
p a n i e s ( c o n t r o l l e d by M u r d o c h a n d 
Fairfax) in t h e last 10 y e a r s have 
bui l t u p a h u g e i n d u s t r y in let ter-
box ing , o f t e n pr in t ing , as we l l as 
de l iver ing , t h e mater ia l . A c c o r d i n g 
to an indus t ry s p o k e s p e r s o n 
a d d r e s s i n g a s e m i n a r in C a n b e r r a 
recent ly , t h e de l ivery cos t t o t h e 
adver t iser is a r o u n d t h r e e t o f o u r 
c e n t s per i tem, m u c h c h e a p e r t h a n 
a p o s t a g e s tamp. 

T h e l e t t e r b o x i n g indus t ry curr 
ent ly is s e e k i n g f u r t h e r e x p a n s i o n 
of i ts market , o f fe r ing i ts s e r v i c e t o 
government , b a n k i n g , i n s u r a n c e 
a n d inves tment c o m p a n i e s , in a d d 
i t ion t o reta i lers . 

A c o n s t r u c t i v e p r o t e s t a g a i n s t 
th is mass ive th rea t t o t h e g l o b e ' s 
f o r e s t s is for ind iv idua ls t o f ix a 
smal l , i nexpens ive 'no j u n k mai l ' 
s t i cker t o t h e i r le t terbox. S u c h 
s t i cke rs c a n be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e 
Env i ronment Cent re for $1 .00 each . 

S t o p w a s t e pos t haste. 



Just Briefly-
Our best w i ^ ' i es go to Pat and 
Kevin Totterdell who are leav ing 
Canber ra and mov ing to the coast 
to live. They wi l l remain members of 
NPA. and we hope to see them now 
and again. 

• * * 
Jud i th W e b s t e r was in te res ted , and 
s l ight ly a la rmed, on read ing the 
note in Just Briefly, September issue 
of the Bulletin, wh i ch s ta ted there 
were 28 peop le on her Mts Ma ju ra / 
Ams l ie walk. She only a c c o u n t e d 
for 22. Wel l , it was a foggy day . . 1 

* * • 
As a n e w c o m e r to Canberra, I 
r e m e m b e r be ing keen to exp lo re 
the r i chness and d ivers i ty of Tid
binbi l la Nature Reserve after watch
ing the short fi lm shown at the 
V i s i t o r s ' C e n t r e Now the re is a new 
1 2 - m m u t e aud io-v isua l wh ich can 
b e v i e w e d o n request. Managemen t 
staff are anx ious to hear c o m m e n t s 
on the new p resen ta t ion , so why 
not cal l m to th is a t t rac t ive and 
in fo rmat ive Cen t re and help in the 
s u r v e y ' 9 Also, t h e B i cen tenn ia l 
Exh ib i t ion of h is tor ic pho tog raphs , 
p resen ted by the T idb inb i l la Pion
eers ' Assoc ia t ion , is stil l on v iew at 
the Cen t re unt i l the e n d of 1988, so 
hurry 1 

* * • 
The M a n a g e m e n t of T idb inb i l la 
Na tu re Reserve w ishes lo thank 
those bushwa lke rs who s ign their 
names in the Bushwa lk ing Reg is ter 
book before leaving on their walks. 
This s imp le act can benef i t all con
ce rned , and it is to be h o p e d that 
o the rs wil l be e n c o u r a g e d to fo l low 
the example of t hose though t fu l 
wa lkers in s ign ing the book. 

Wi th the onset of summer , it is 
t imely to issue a warn ing regard ing 
campf i res and BBQs. After us ing 
the f i rep laces in the BBO areas at 
Tidbinbi l la, or anywhe re e lse for 
that matter, a lways make sure that 
you have ex t i ngu i shed the fire 
be fore leaving the site. A lways be 
aware w h e n a to ta l f ire ban has 
been dec la red , and observe it! 

• • * 

To d i scou rage peop le f rom the 
dangerous pract ice of walk ing a long 
the road be tween the koa la /water -
bird enc losu res and the kangaroo 
enclosures, a walk ing track through 
the trees was const ruc ted Recently, 
s igns have been e rec ted at each 
end of the t rack to ind icate more 
readi ly iust whe re this t rack s ta r t s . 
The start of the t rack at the koa la / 
wa te rb i rd end is in the waterbird 
enclosure carpark. 

* • # 
25 Oc tobe r was the off ic ial open ing 
da te of Mick 's Track - named in 
honour of a man's ded ica t ion to his 
work at T idbinbi l la . Mr Mick 
M c M a h o n w o r k e d at T idb inb i l la for 
24 years, l iving at the Reserve for 
most of that t ime. He ret i red recent ly 
due to i l lness. As Mr M c M a h o n 
par t i cu la r ly e n j o y e d w o r k i n g in the 
kangaroo areas, it is appropr ia te 
that the new t rack w e n d s its way 
t h rough the t rees in the wa l la roo 
enc losu re then leads downh i l l to 
the ga te into the red kangaroos ' 
area. Con t i nu ing th rough this part 
of the Reserve, the t rack curves 
a lmost e n o u g h to form a ' r ing' , and 
soon jo ins the path wh ich leads 
back to the smal l b r idge over the 
creek, and thecarpark . Strategical ly 
p laced seats, at the t op of a rise, or 
over look ing a view, make this a 
le isure ly walk of about an hour. 
Those w h o wish to can con t i nue 
walk ing through the grey kangaroos' 
enc losure , w h e r e the t rack is a long 
a board wa lk and br idge, th rough 
the tea- t ree sc rub to the wa te rb i rds 
area. 

Apparent ly , it has been a real ly 
g o o d spr ing th is year, w i th the 
ev idence p rov ided by lots ot duck
l ings, i nc lud ing moun ta in duck and 
blue-bi l ls. The ibis have also brought 
fo r th s o m e y o u n g fami l ies . 

* • * 
Dur ing the s u m m e r months , T idbin
bil la wi l l be o p e n as fo l lows: 
November 9 a m - 8pm, December . 
January and February 9 a m - 9 p m . 
and March 9am - 8 p m . The Summer 
Evening In te rp re ta t ion Act iv i t ies 
Program inc ludes ranger-guide 'd 
Even ing Walks on Sa tu rday even
ings, and Spot l igh t Walks on 
W e d n e s d a y and Thursday n ights. 

Bookings are required for both these 
popular ser ies: wa tch the Canberra 
Times for not ices , and r ing the Vis-
i tors' Cen t re for more in fo rmat ion . 
3 7 5 1 2 0 (1 ic.m - 4 p m Mon-Fr i) . 

• * • 
For some members , the past few 
mon ths hold vivid memor ies of 
exc i t ing travel. At the risk of Just 
Br ief ly b e c o m i n g a "not so b r ie f 
t ravel documenta ry , the fo l low ing 
i tems are inc luded as impress ions 
ga ined by th ree such members . 
(PS. It wi l l a lso coun te rac t the lack 
of con t r i bu t i ons re la t ing to ' loca l ' 
out ings!) 

* • • 
Firstly, Norma Price's ' T h o u g h t s 
o n T h i n g s A f r i c a n 1 . 

. Tour veh ic le b o g g e d wh i le pass
engers photograph ing pr ide of lions. 
. Samburu Reserve - chas ing 
vervet m o n k e y s away f rom d in ing 
areas. 

. Masa i Mona - so lush, due to 
heavy rains, an imal migra t ion late -
not moving. Best game reserve in 
East Africa. 

. Tsavo, one of oldest, is so dep le ted 
of an ima ls that tour leader wi l l not 
visit on next tr ip. P O A C H I N G is the 
cause and is w idespread. Accord ing 
to a recent Harare newspaper , the 
war in Ango la is most ly f i nanced by 
ivory sales. 

. Another depressing item - the 
large amoun t of souven i rs on sale 
made f rom animal sk in or bones. 
. Saw 19 spec ies of an te lope , 3 
spec ies of giraffe, and 2 types of 
zebra. Also, a rare caraca l cat. 
. The c a m o u f l a g e co lour of l ions 
var ied acco rd ing to reg ion. Tour 
veh ic le surpr ised a l ioness s o u n d 
as leep in tall grass. Cubs as cha rm
ing and playfu l as domes t i c k i t tens ! 
. E lephan ts - gen t l e and car ing of 
each other, but the i r food requi re
men ts are des t ruc t i ve of the vege
tat ion. Many reserves are over-
popu la ted and are be ing ea ten out. 
. Norma 's menu inc luded s o m e 
rather 'exot ic ' d i shes - roast croc
odi le, and wart hog. 
. The bird life. No rma says is 
'beaut i fu l beyond all d reams of the 
imaginat ion, eg a i l o c k o f thousands 



of p ink f l a m i n g o e s in t h e late after
n o o n sun. ' 
. TWO FL IGHTS w i t h a d i f fe rence 
[High a d v e n t u r e ) - Dr i f t ing over 
Masa i M o n a G a m e Reserve at 
dawn in a hot-a ir ba l loon (with 
c h a m p a g n e breakfast of course) , 
A N D a d r e a m l i k e f l ight by smal l 
p lane over t h e m i g h t y Z a m b e s i 
River w h e r e it t u m b l e s over t h e 
V ic tor ia Falls. 

. M O R E EXOTIC M O D E S O F 
TRAVEL: S t randed in mid-stream o n 
an o ld d h o w w i t h its e n g i n e o n f i re 
and s lowly s i n k i n g , A N D t h e over
n ight t ra in f rom M o m b a s s a to Nair
obi - s i lver serv ice in d i n i n g car l ike 
re l ics f r o m Q u e e n Victor ia 's era, 
A N D of course , t h e c a m e l r ides. 

• • • 

E m u I I I T o u r - U S A 

Amer ican teacher and expert orn i th
o log is t C o n n i e G o t t l u n d , a n d Rich
ard J o r d a n , f o r m e r w a r d e n of t h e 
Barren (Grounds) Bi rd Observatory , 
w e r e t h e we l l i n f o r m e d leaders of 
the recent EMU III Tour of California, 
Nevada, Utah, Ar i zona a n d N e w 
Mexico in w h i c h Ian and J e a n Curr ie 
par t i c ipa ted . 
S o m e of Jean 's inde l ib le impress
ions: 
. L e a r n i n g t o c a m p safe ly in bear 
territory in the H igh Sierras. 
. C o p i n g w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e s b e l o w 
f reez ing in t h e S ier ras at 14 ,000 
feet , and 1 3 5 d e g r e e s F. in Dea th 
Valley, 2 8 2 f ee t b e l o w sea level. 
. W a k i n g up t o w a t c h h u m m i n g 
b i rds f e e d i n g . 
. S u n s e t over t h e Grand Canyon , 
and f ly ing in to t h e C a n y o n in a 
s ing le e n g i n e plane. 
. S i g h t i n g t h e e lus ive T r o g o n at 
Cave Creek C a n y o n . 
. V is i t ing t h e A r i z o n a - S o n o r a 
Desert M u s e u m , a n d Las Vegas 
M u s e u m of Natura l History. 
. En joy ing t h e w o n d e r f u l craf t -
m a n s h i p of Navajo, Ser i , Hop i , 
Apache , a n d Z u n i Indians. 

• • • 

F a i r I s l e 

Ian a n d J e a n a lso had a m e m o r a b l e 
v o y a g e to Fair Isle. 

Set in repu ted ly t h e r o u g h e s t 
s t r e t c h of o p e n sea in t h e wor ld , 
and ly ing b e t w e e n t h e S h e t l a n d 
m a i n l a n d a n d t h e Orkneys , is t i n y 
Fair Isle. Not on ly is it w o r l d f a m o u s 
for i ts k n i t t e d g a r m e n t s , but a lso as 

o n e of t h e most i m p o r t a n t po in ts in 
Europe for b i rd migra t ion study. 

It has 6 0 p e r m a n e n t res idents , a 
t i n y v i l lage, a n d t w o l igh thouses . 
The Fair Isle B i rd Observa tory Trust 
runs t h e observa tory a n d a comfor 
tab le hoste l . 

The 4 0 s p e c i e s of b i rds w h i c h 
breed on Fair Isle include 18 spec ies 
of sea-birds. Great n u m b e r s of 
migra t ing b i rds visi t o n the i r pass
ages b e t w e e n Green land , Ice land, 
t h e Faeroes, Scand inav ia a n d t h e 
Arct ic . 

Ask J e a n for a d e s c r i p t i o n of 
spec ies recorded, and f o r t h e names 
of t h e rarer Br i t ish birds w h i c h t u r n 
up on t h e Isle. It m a k e s c o l o u r f u l 
reading! 

Fair Isle has a romant ic a t m o s 
phere , w i n d s w e p t a n d w i ld , b leak, 
but w i t h a h a u n t i n g beauty . J e a n 
a n d Ian are n o w under t h e spel l of 
th is remote place; t h e only pal l iat ive 
t r e a t m e n t avai lable, J e a n says, is to 
return. 

• • • 

A w a y f r o m i t a l l i n n e a r P a r a d i s e 

(Olive's holiday on Lord Howe and 
Norfolk islands) 

With in t e n days of t h e t h o u g h t tha t 
a re laxing hol iday w a s badly n e e d e d 
(f irst in 5 years) Ol ive 'upt a n d oft ' t o 
Nor fo lk a n d Lord H o w e Is lands for 
12 days in August . 

S c o r n i n g t h e h i red c a r s on one , 
and b ikes on t h e other , s h e w a l k e d 
a n d w a l k e d (and t a l k e d a n d ta lked) . 
If s h e f o u n d Nor fo lk f asc ina t ing f o r 
its beau ty a n d history, s h e t h e n ' fel l 
in love' w i t h Lord Howe, a n d can' t 
g e t back q u i c k e n o u g h . O n e h i g h 
l ight t h e r e w a s c l i m i n g Mt. G o w e r 
( 8 7 5 m s h e e r f r o m sea level) - ropes 
'an all ' , for an e x p e r i e n c e of a l ife
t ime. The t o p w a s like t h e e n c h a n t e d 
fa i ry land of her c h i l d h o o d - mist , 
rain forest , d o z e n s of d i f fe rent 
mosses, l ichen and t iny ferns, th ick ly 
decora t ing every t r u n k a n d b r a n c h . 
F l ight less nat ive w o o d h e n s w a n 
d e r e d a r o u n d her feet , w h i l e at a 
c lap f r o m t h e gu ide , P rov idence 
pe t re ls p l u m m e t t e d t h r o u g h t h e 
mag ica l canopy , to s c u t t l e t o t h e i r 
burrows. 

A t w o - h o u r boat t r ip r o u n d t h e 
is lands w a s a n o t h e r o u t s t a n d i n g 
memory , t h e v o l c a n i c shores , 
m o u n t a i n s a n d is lands a j o y t o s e e 
f r o m sea level , t o say n o t h i n g of 
Ball 's Pyramid - r is ing 5 4 8 m of 
s h e e r beauty. 

O t h e r memor ies , i n c l u d i n g 

f r iend ly p e o p l e - b o t h locals a n d 
v i s i t o r s - d e l i g h t f u l walks , w o n d e r f u l 
scenery , f asc ina t ing geo logy , a n d 
t h e per fect peace , have left h e r f e e t 
i t ch ing more than usual! (Contr ib 
u t ions t o B u c k m a n ' s 'Re turn t o 
Lord H o w e Fund' are m o r e t h a n 
welcome!) 

• • • 

Part of t h e car sa lesman 's p i tch , 
'That bit ex t ra u n d e r t h e b o n n e f , 
c a m e to m e a n s o m e t h i n g q u i t e 
d i f fe rent t o a C a n b e r r a fami ly 
recent ly . On arrival at T idbinbi l la , 
t h e y heard a f a m i l i a r " h o m e " s o u n d , 
a n d on inves t iga t ing t h e s o u r c e , 
f o u n d t h e y had an ex t ra 1 c.c. (one 
cat capaci ty ) u n d e r t h e car bonnet ! 
( P S - Puss surv ived t h a o r d e a l a n d 
w a s r e t u r n e d home, m i n u s o n e of 
his n ine lives.) 

• • • 

Having surv ived t h e i m p a c t of 
m a g p i e beak, a n d even c l a w s o n 
scalp , it m a d e a n ice c h a n g e t o be 
aer ia l ly a t t a c k e d by a s p u r - w i n g e d 
p lover d u r i n g s p r i n g . A pair of t h e s e 
handsome, but g a r r u l o u s b i rds 
w e r e t e n d i n g four beau t i fu l b r o w n 
m o t t l e d e g g s laid u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y 
on an o p e n grassy s t re tch b e t w e e n 
bu i ld ingsa t Be lconnen. L o n g before 
I w a s a w a r e of b i rds or eggs, t h e 
noisy aggress ion began . For us 
e a r t h - b o u n d c rea tures , aer ia l 
a t tacks by p lovers have o n e advan
t a g e over m a g p i e a t tacks . Un l ike 
t h e s i l e n t swif t s t r ike of a savage 
s w o o p i n g magg ie , a p lover 's p lan
gent , p ie rc ing p i p i n g is used as a 
te r ror is ing tact ic , a n d w a r n s us of 
i m p e n d i n g danger . (If y o u can ' t 
d o w n your enemy, t h e n deafen 'em!) 

• • * 
T h a n k s t o t h o s e w h o shared the i r 
t ravel e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h us. M o r e 
requ i red for t h e next issue. N o t e -
all you recent ly r e t u r n e d voyagers ! 
Jus t as u rgent ly requ i red are i t e m s 
of local in terest - p lease r ing 
Me l l iodora 8 8 1889 . 

• • • 



Controlled Lostness 
(Or, how not to be a bl ind-fai th bushwalker) 

Many bushwa lke rs can be sa id to 
travel t h rough the sc rub in a s ta te 
of ' con t ro l l ed lostness ' . Dut i fu l ly 
car ry ing map and compass , they 
never become totally lost, but they ' re 
never ent i re ly in con t ro l ei ther. 
They ' re o f ten qu i t e unaware -
s o m e t i m e s bl issfu l ly , s o m e t i m e s 
not - of whe re they are in re la t ion
sh ip to a n y w h e r e else. 

What fo l lows is not a lesson in 
bas ic o r i en tee r i ng nor wi l l it be a 
map a n d c o m p a s s pr imer. That 
i ns t ruc t ion is o f fe red in book le t s 
put out by the C M A or NATMAP. 
O n e of t he best, more c o m p r e h e n 
s ive gu ides is the Map Read ing 
H a n d b o o k c o m p i l e d by the S ta te 
Em ergency Serv ice of Tasmania. 

Ins tead, the accen t wi l l be on 
map- read ing ski l ls and to e leva te 
the s ta tus of the map in the map-
and -compass t andem. Of cou rse 
the re are t imes w h e n the c o m p a s s 
must be the d o m i n a n t par tner -
w h e n you are t rave l l ing t h rough 
expanses of dense fores t that of fer 
l imi ted vision, for instance, or across 
areas of m in ima l relief, such as 
s n o w - c o v e r e d h igh p la ins in a lp ine 
areas. No mat te r how fac i le you 
b e c o m e w i th a compass , however , 
it is rarely go ing to p rov ide you w i th 
much more t han a bear ing . 

But t o p o g r a p h i c maps can be 
end less ly revea l ing to the wel l -
s choo led eye. You never recogn ise 
how sub t le is the face of the land, 
how much deta i l of env i ronmen ta l 
fea tures is lost be tween the con tour 
l ines, unt i l you have deve loped the 
ski l l to read the landscape and fit 
the map to it. The prac t i sed bush-
wa lker not on ly sees more on t he 
map than d o e s t he novice, he or 
she uses mo re of th is i n fo rmat ion to 
f ind the easiest way t h rough the 
bush. 

As Ian Haynes remarked to me 
once : T h e r e ' s a big d i f fe rence 
b e t w e e n bushwa lk i ng and wa lk ing 
in the bush. ' Ian rarely uses his 
c o m p a s s because his senses are 
f ine ly t uned to re la t ing the ter ra in 
a round him to wha t he sees on his 
map. Cons tan t p rac t i ce at do ing 
th is pu ts h im in fu l l con t ro l of know
ing w h e r e he is w i t hou t hav ing to 
rely on a compass . 

R e m e m b e r the last t ime you 
wa lked up the track f rom the Orroral 
Road into Nursery Swamp. Many 
peop le w o u l d see no th ing more 
than the rou te of the track. 

But a c loser look at the map 
reveals several in termi t tent s t reams 
feed ing the gul ly ad jacen t to the 
track, a prominent knoll to the north
west as you p roceed upwards to 
the sadd le w i th the big bou lders . A 
flat o p e n frost ho l low l ies just to the 
o ther s ide of whe re the t rack 
c rosses Nursery Creek. Then the 
t rack fo l lows a fair ly even grad ient 
as it con tou rs south-east to the 
w ide open area of Nursery S w a m p 
w i th p rom inen t peaks on the r idges 
nor th and sou th of the creek. 

These var ious topograph ic 
fea tu res - t he in te rmi t ten t s t reams, 
t he knol l , saddle , f rost hol low and 
su r round ing peaks - are all collect
ing features. They provide, l i teral ly, 
a f rame of re fe rence for the pr imary 
ob jec t ive . Nursery Swamp. If the 
t rack wasn ' t there , these fea tu res 
w o u l d assist you in f ind ing your 
way, just as s t reet s igns point the 
way in an unfami l iar suburb. If you're 
ob l i ged to wa lk t h rough the bush in 
the a b s e n c e of a t rack, t hese col l 
ec t i ng fea tu res wi l l be cruc ia l to 
f inding your object ive and, hopefully, 
p revent you f rom becoming lost. 

The gu l ly that runs a longs ide as 
you t rudge up to the sadd le also 
func t i ons as a handrail. A handra i l is 
any l inear fea tu re - e i ther natura l 
(s t ream, gul ly or spur) or man-made 
(a power l i ne cut, f i re-trai l , or fence-
line) - that can be readi ly fo l lowed 
to a j u m p i n g off point. A compass 
may tel l the nov ice bushwa lke r to 
fo l low a bear ing s lav ishly but this 
b e c o m e s ted ious when handra i ls 
are avai lab le but not used. The dial 
on the c o m p a s s wil l fo rce you to 
f ocus on the need le , possib ly 
depr i v ing you of t he de l igh ts in the 
sur round ing bush. Your perspect ive 
wi l l b roaden in more ways than one 
if you prac t ise b e c o m i n g aware of 
co l lec t ing fea tu res and handra i ls 
as you walk. 

It is m u c h eas ier to fo l low the 
path of least res is tance t h rough the 
bush wheneve r poss ib le . Cer ta in ly 
there are gung -ho t ypes w h o f ind 

Margus  Karilaid  

bush-bash ing a phys ica l cha l lenge . 
Not me. I'd much rather go up the 
r idge ol a spur where the vegetat ion 
is genera l l y sparser t h a n t ang le 
wi th tea- t ree in a gul ly whe re a 
creek is f lowing. It's more en ioyable, 
the v iews are genera l l y better, and 
the m o o d of the g roup remains 
c o n t e n t e d rather than cranky. 

The need to remain aware of 
your pos i t i on on t he map s e e m s so 
obv ious as to hardly bear ment ion . 
Yet wheneve r s o m e o n e d raws up a 
list of the fac to rs that con t r i bu te to 
par t ies los ing themse lves in the 
bush, all s igns point to a lack of 
awareness and map sense They 
didn' t carry a map. b e c a u s e it w a s 
only a day wa lk and s o m e o n e had 
been there before ; they got dis
o r i en ted by Ihe p leasant amb ience 
of the bush ; they fa i led to keep 
t rack of their p rogress ; they t rus ted 
their ins t inc ts or memor ies or put 
b l ind fai th in the i r leader 's abi l i t ies; 
they fo l l owed the d i rec t ion they 
just Knew was cor rec t rather than 
what the map and c o m p a s s indic
a ted ; or they fa i led to take into 
accoun t the inaccurac ies of out
da ted maps. 

Let 's look at s o m e of these fact
ors. Keep t rack of your p rogress by 
per iod ica l ly look ing backward to 
see w h e r e you've been, a habit that 
wi l l he lp you re t race your s teps 
shou ld you lose the way. Don' t put 
bl ind faith in your leader. What wou ld 
happen if t he leader had an acc id
ent? In any case, a g o o d leader 
a l lows all m e m b e r s of the party to 
take the point, g iv ing everyone 
prac t ice and expe r i ence in f ind ing 
the easiest way or fo l l ow ing a bear
ing, wh i le the leader can d i rect f rom 
the rear, at the same t ime keep ing 
an unob t rus i ve eye on less t i t 
m e m b e r s o l Ihe group. 

M a p error is a factor out of our 
d i rect cont ro l , and one that is o f ten 
not taken into cons ide ra t ion . The 
C M A or NATMAP topog raph i c 
maps are genera l l y rega rded as the 
bes i avai lable. Yet t hese maps are 
o f ten out -o f -date . Severa l years 
pass b e t w e e n tak ing the aer ia l 
p h o t o g r a p h s upon w h i c h a map is 
based and the map's issue. In the 



meant ime , a rag ing bushf i re may 
radical ly c h a n g e t h e v e g e t a t i o n 
c o v e r a n d f i re t ra i ls or t r a c k s c o m e 
into use. M a n y of t h e most used 
t r a c k s in N a m a d g i Nat ional P a r k -
t h e Nursery S w a m p track, t h e br idle 
p a t h u p t o C o t t e r Rocks , t h e f i re 
trai l up t o Mt S c a b b y - are not 
marked on t h e t o p o g r a p h i c maps. 
W h a t o thers d o you k n o w about? 

T o p o g r a p h i c m a p s wi l l no t t e l l 
y o u h o w di f f icu l t p rogress wi l l be 
t h r o u g h r e g e n e r a t e d v e g e t a t i o n 
af ter a bushf i re and t h e r e is no 
g u a r a n t e e t h e r e w i l l be w a t e r at a 
'perennia l ' s t ream in a d r o u g h t year, 
jus t b e c a u s e t h e map says so. The 
more p rac t i sed y o u b e c o m e at 
read ing maps, however , t h e more 
readily you will recognise potent ia l ly 
m is lead ing in fo rmat ion ; 

M a p r e a d i n g t h e n c a n be fun a n d 
reward ing but it t akes pract ice , as 
d o e s us ing its helper , t h e c o m p a s s . 
O n e t e c h n i q u e b o r r o w e d f r o m 
o r i e n t e e r i n g is inva luab le t o t h e 
bushwalker and shou ld make f inding 
your w a y e a s i e r : deliberate error. 
Unl ike i ts r isky a n d ne 'er -do-wel l 
a c q u a i n t a n c e stupid mistake - a 
t e c h n i q u e c o m m o n l y a p p l i e d by 
p e o p l e w h o f o l l o w tha t o l d h u m b u g , 
t h e i r ' s e n s e of d i rect ion ' - de l iberate 
e r r o r s o u n d s a lo t w o r s e t h a n i t 
ac tua l ly is. M o r e for tunate ly , it 's 
eas ier t o d e s c r i b e than def ine . 

Let 's say, f o r ins tance , you have 
t o f i n d t h e T i n t e r s e c t i o n o f a f i re 
t ra i l in t h e m i d d l e of t h e b u s h (see 
diagram). T h e j u n c t i o n is j u s t a p in

po int on t h e map. If y o u l ive a 
c h a r m e d life, you may c o m e r ight at 
t h e j u n c t i o n , in w h i c h e v e n t y o u c a n 
c o n t i n u e merr i ly o n y o u r w a y b a c k 
to t h e cars on t h e s o u t h - h e a d i n g 
f i re t ra i l . But c h a n c e s a re you' l l 
in te rsect t h e east -west f i re t r a i l . . . 
s o m e w h e r e w e s t or east of t h e 
hard - to -spot j u n c t i o n . H o w wi l l y o u 
k n o w w h i c h w a y t o tu rn to f o l l o w 
t h e f i re- t ra i l b a c k t o t h e j u n c t i o n ? 

E d i t o r ' s N o t e : The g reml ins have 
b e e n h e r e aga in ! Th is m a p w a s 
inadver tent ly p l a c e d on p a g e 8 of 
t h e S e p t e m b e r issue of t h e Bul le t in . 
M y a p o l o g i e s for any c o n f u s i o n 
resu l t ing f r o m th is error. 

—Editor 

By u s i n g de l ibera te error, that"s 
how. I n s t e a d of f o l l o w i n g a d u e -
s o u t h bear ing f r o m y o u r c a m p s i t e 
to t h e T i n t e r s e c t i o n ( the need le - in -
a -haystack approach) , a im off sev
era l d e g r e e s t o o n e s i d e o r t h e 
other . Us ing t h i s t e c h n i q u e w i l l 
a lmost sure ly save y o u m u c h t r ia l -
and-er ror w a l k i n g . . . a n d a lot of 
uncer ta in ty . 

C o l l e c t i n g fea tures , handra i ls , 
d e l i b e r a t e e r r o r - s i m p l e t r icks . But 
m a k i n g your w a y t h r o u g h b u s h a n d 
a c r o s s m o u n t a i n r a n g e s is m o r e 
than a mat te r of m e r e c o m p e t e n c e 
w i t h t h e t o o l s of t h e t rade . I f s a 
s ta te of mind , a b l e n d of c o m m o n 
sense a n d a t t e n t i o n t o deta i l . 
W h e t h e r you ' re f o l l o w i n g a t r a c k o r 
w a l k i n g t h r o u g h t h e b u s h , c h e c k 
your m a p w h e n y o u start , o r i e n t i n g 
it t o t h e land. Be sure you 've m a d e 
a d j u s t m e n t s for map error, par t ic 
ularly w i t h o lder maps. R e m a i n 
cons tan t l y a w a r e of t h e c h a n g e s in 
t h e ter ra in y o u pass t h r o u g h 
( r e m e m b e r t o look b a c k w a r d s 
w h e n y o u s t o p f o r a breather) , a n d 
a lways m a k e sure you ' re c o n s c i o u s 
of re la t ing m a p t o landscape , land
s c a p e to map. 

Do th is a n d w i t h prac t ice you ' l l 
b e c o m e m o r e a t t u n e d t o t h e b u s h 
a n d s t a n d t h e s u r e s t c h a n c e of 
g e t t i n g safe ly h o m e . 

*This art icle has been freely adapted 
f r o m an or ig ina l a r t i c le by David 
G r e e n in S ie r ra M a g a z i n e , M a r c h / 
Apr i l 1985 , p p 5 9 - 6 3 . 

: z r.L' -
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Walks Grading System 
by Beverley Hammond 

How do you decide if an 
advertised walk suits 
you ? 
Several m e m b e r s r e s p o n d e d to a 
reques t f r o m t h e O u t i n g s P lanning 
Subcommi t tee to provide c o m m e n t s 
on our cur ren t g r a d i n g sys tem. The 
S u b c o m m i t t e e now invites members 
to register . their p r e f e r e n c e s so tha t 
a d e c i s i o n can be m a d e at t h e next 
m e e t i n g . 

Most m o d e l s f avoured a de ta i l ed 
d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e o u t i n g inc lud ing 
c o m m e n t s on terra in , d is tance , 
a s c e n t s a n d descents , n o t e w o r t h y 
charac te r is t i cs , e d u c a t i o n a l or 
recrea t iona l features . 

Your c h o i c e is inv i ted for t h e 
fo l lowing abbrev ia t ions of gradings: 

Method 1 
The present s y s t e m (see program) 
DAY W A L K A, B, C, D 
PACK W A L K 1, 2, 3, 4. 5 

Method 2 
EASY, M E D I U M , HARD 

Method 3 
NO G R A D I N G - any abbrev ia ted 
d e s i g n a t i o n can be i n t e r p r e t e d 
d i f fe rent ly d e p e n d i n g on t h e exper
ience or s t a m i n a of t h e walker . 

Method 4 
G R A D E / D I S T A N C E / T O T A L C L I M B 
eg . A / B - l 5 k m - 2 0 0 m 
A Road, f i retrai l , t rack 
B O p e n forest 
C L igh t s c r u b 
D Patches th ick scrub , r e g r o w t h 
E Wet river crossings, rock hopping, 

rock s c r a m b l i n g 
F S w i m m i n g w i t h packs 
G Rock c l i m b i n g 
H Exp lora tory 
I Ski t r ip 

Method 5 
A de ta i l ed descr ip t ion of t h e walk, 
p l u s a f a c t o r ' s u i t a b l e f o r ' t o d e s c r i b e 
the sort of party the leaders needs 
or hopes to have. This might have 
f ive ca tegor ies in a s c e n d i n g order: 
SU ITABLE FOR: 

1. beg inners , look-and- lo i te r 
wa lkers 

2. m o d e r a t e l y f i t w a l k e r s 
3. fit wa lkers , out regular ly 
4. fit w a l k e r s n e e d i n g few rests 

on c l imbs 
5. energet ic , fit w a l k e r s exper

i enced on scrubby, s teep, 
rough g o i n g 

To s t a n d a r d i s e th is in format ion for 
t h e Bul le t in : 
eg. D is tance 2 2 k m return 

Track 15 km 
Trackless 7 k m scrub, some rock 
Total of all c l imbs 8 0 0 m 
Sui tab le for fit w a l k e r s n e e d i n g 
few rests 

Method 6: 
DISTANCE A N D DIFFICULTY 
factors , e.g. 4-C 
Dis tance g rad ings (per day) 

1. up to 8 k m 
2. 8 k m to 1 5 k m 
3. 1 5 k m to 2 0 k m 
4. 2 0 k m to 2 5 k m 
5. u n k n o w n but over 1 5 k m 

Di f f icul ty Grad ing 
A. Easy - Wel l d e f i n e d t racks, tota l 

c l i m b less t h a n 2 0 0 m 
B. M e d i u m - Tracks or paths, 

c l imb 2 0 0 m t o 4 0 0 m 
C. H a r d e r - S o m e i l l -def ined t racks 

or o p e n bush , s t e e p c l imbs or 
to ta l c l imb of more than 4 0 0 m 

D. Di f f icul t - Tracks may not exist 
in par ts - e.g. s c r u b or c l i m b i n g 
or d e e p river c r o s s i n g s 

E. Exp lora tory - Corrfact leader for 
deta i ls 

Method 7: 
D I S T A N C E / T E R R A I N / C L I M B S 
eg. D2-T2-C3 (Tidbinbi l la Peak) 
D is tance per day: 

D1 - up to 1 0 k m 
D2 - to 1 5 k m 
D3 - to 2 0 k m 
D4 - above 2 0 k m 

Terrain: 
T1 - t racks, forest roads 
12 - w i th addi t iona l o p e n bush 
T3 - w i th scrub, rocks 
T4 - with dense scrub, scrambl ing, 

rock h o p p i n g 

Cl imbs: 
C1 - relat ively flat 
C2 - c l imbs to 2 0 0 m 
C3 - c l imbs to 5 0 0 m 

(War Memor ia l to top of 
Mt Ainsl ie is 240m) 

C4 - above 5 0 0 m 

Please reg is ter your p r e f e r e n c e 
e i ther at a Genera l M e e t i n g or by 
t e l e p h o n i n g Bever ley 88 6 5 7 7 or 
Steven 51 6 8 1 7 . 

B o o k s fo r Sale 
C o m e down to the NPA off ice dur ing 
of f ice hours or c o m e to a Genera l 
Meet ing and see the range of books 
on display. If you r ing t h e off ice, a 
p u b l i c a t i o n c a n be s e n t t o y o u for 
t h e a d d e d cost of the postage. 
Eden Woodchipping - A Review 
Debb ie Q u a r m b y $3. 
Kiandra to Kosciusko K laus Huen-
eke $27 . 

Exploring Queensland's Central 
Highlands Char les Warner $ 1 1 . 
Exploring Namadgi and Tidbinbilla 
G r a e m e Barrow $7. 
Discovering New South Wales Rain
forests: A Touring Walking and 
Cycling Guide Pub l i shed by t h e 
Total Env i ronmenta l C e n t r e $10 . 
The Man from the Misty Mountains 
J a m e s Henry S turg iss $ 1 2 . 
The Alps in Flower I.R. M c C a n n 
$ 8 . 5 0 

Victorian Alps An Austra l ian Endan
g e r e d H e r i t a g e Harry Nank in $ 1 4 . 



Beyond . . . 
A w a l k in B u d a w a n g s - Mt Talater-
a n g - o t h e r s ide of P igeon House -
nor th -eas te rn c o r n e r - see Coast 
and M o u n t a i n Wa lkers m a p ' P i g e o n 
H o u s e a n d Beyond' . 

Two w e e k s of h igh winds . Bush 
f i re in Royal Nat iona l Park S y d n e y -
Bundeena . S o u t h coast s e a s - swel l 
of 3-4 metres . M o r n i n g of w a l k r a d i o 
repor t - bush f i re at s o u t h coas t 
n e a r M o r u y a - a p p r o a c h e d as far as 
b a c k ya rds of homes. Fire near 
K ings H i g h w a y c a u s i n g c o n c e r n . 

S teven rece ived ca l l f r o m Les at 
t h e coas t - w i t h d r e w f r o m p a c k 
w a l k b e c a u s e of f i res. N o repor ts of 
f i res as far nor th as M o r e t o n Nat
ional P a r k Six of us d e c i d e t o pro
ceed . 

L o n g dr ive - via F i tzroy Falls 
(sign up 'Total Fire Ban in M o r e t o n 
Nat iona l Park'); K a n g a r o o Valley, 
N o w r a a n d t h e n s o u t h . S m o k e vis
ible t o t h e s o u t h a n d s o m e f i res 
b u r n i n g local ly bes ide H ighway. 
Passed t w o f i re t rucks . O n e d o i n g a 
back -burn . 

Turn o n t o Porter Creek Dam 
road a n d t h e n a long s a n d y f i re t ra i l 
on L i t t le Forest Plateau. 

W a l k for Vh hours, b e g i n n i n g 
2 .30pm, t o b r ink of p la teau - mag
n i f icent v iews but hor i zon hazy 
f rom s m o k e of d is tant f i res. 

Fo l lowed e d g e of p la teau to t o p 
of N g a i t y u n g Falls. S teve d isapp
o i n t e d t o d i s c o v e r no water fa l l ! Last 
year a p p a r e n t l y a g o o d fal l . St i l l 
w a t e r in c r e e k - q u i t e a d e e p 
c h a n n e l a n d several r o u n d ho les in 
rocky plat form, about 3-6ft d iameter 
and 4-5f t deep . 

Not m u c h r o o m t o c a m p -
squashed d o w n a f e w tough , spr ingy 
plants; h o p e d w e w o u l d not be t o o 
uncomfor table and that plants w o u l d 
survive! 

S teve a n n o u n c e d D e v o n s h i r e 
tea w a s s e r v e d a n d sure e n o u g h 
scones , j a m a n d c r e a m had been 
most g rac ious ly prov ided . 

A b o u t 6 . 3 0 p m w i n d d ied a w a y -
s e e m e d safe t o l ight a f i re but d id 
not ( thank goodness! ) . W i n d b lew 
up aga in later. W i t h n o f i re t o sit 
a r o u n d , re t i red t o b e d s o o n a f te r 
8 p m . Cou ld hear t h e c r e e k t i n k l i n g 
g e n t l y s o ev iden t ly st i l l f l o w i n g . 

Up ear ly a n d w a l k i n g , w i t h day 
packs, by 7.25am. Traversed plateau 
to Gadara Point o v e r l o o k i n g u p p e r 
Clyde Gorge. At 9am, wh i l e en joy ing 

view, n o t i c e d c o l u m n of s m o k e r ise 
f r o m C l a y t o n s Creek val ley. W e 
w i t n e s s e d t h i s w i t h s u r p r i s e a n d 
c o n c e r n but t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g 
e f fec t ive w e c o u l d d o - it w a s ki lo
metres away in rugged, inaccessib le 
c o u n t r y a n d w e w e r e s o m e four 
hours f r o m any r e p o r t i n g cen t re . 
Sti l l very w indy . H o p e d t h e s p o t t e r 
p lane w e had s e e n prev ious after
noon w o u l d re turn . 

K e e p i n g an eye on t h e f i re , w e 
c o n t i n u e d o u r walk . M t T a l a t e r a n g 
is an ' is land' , j o i n e d t o L i t t l e Forest 
Plateau by a long spur w i t h a s t e e p 
subs id ia ry peak in the middle . 
Occas iona l spectacular panoramas 
of P igeon H o u s e a n d t h e sea t o t h e 
east; The Cast le , S h r o u d e d G o d s 
M o u n t a i n a n d Fol ly Point t o t h e 
west , ha l ted us in a d m i r a t i o n . 

S k i r t e d cliff l ine. Dense c o l o n i e s 
of B o g o n g m o t h s c l ing ing t o over
hangs r e s e m b l e d p a t c h e s of b r o w n 
f u n g u s . 

R e a c h e d s u m m i t of Ta la te rang 
t h r o u g h t h i c k e t s of f ragrant f lower
ing s h r u b s . 1 1 a m - h a d an e a r l y 
lunch!. En te red o u r n a m e s in t h e 
b u s h w a l k i n g register . S o m e enter 
t a i n i n g e n t r i e s - o n e w o m a n had 
w r i t t e n 'I k n e w I w a s m a d t o c o m e 
hik ing w i th th is m a n - mother a lways 
sa id he w o u l d lead me astray!' 
A n o t h e r e n t r y dec la red t h e w a l k e r 
had 'made it t o t h e t o p after t h r e e 
a t t e m p t s in four years! ' 

W i n d s t rengthening and d i rect ion 
c h a n g i n g . 

A b o u t 1 pm o b s e r v e d s p o t t e r 
p lane f ly ing over a n d later a he l i 
copter . O n r e a c h i n g lookout po in t 
w h e r e w e h a d f i rs t s e e n t h e f i re , 
c o u l d see it had s p r e a d u p va l ley 
a n d j u m p e d in to a t r ibu ta ry val ley. 
N o w c l i m b i n g t h e e s c a r p m e n t a n d 
g r o w i n g in s t reng th . 

Back at c a m p w e all had a coo l ing 
i m m e r s i o n in t h e rock ho les (heads 
in h o l e s b o b b e d l i k e d m i s s i o n a r i e s 
in a c o o k i n g pot!). Had a snack, 
p a c k e d up c a m p a n d w a l k e d out 
briskly, shor t -cut t ing d i rect ly across 
t h e p la teau . Di f f icul t in p laces as it 
w a s a lumpy b o g , dry for t h e m o s t 
part but ful l of h i d d e n holes. 

Back on t h e f i re - t ra i l , w e increas
e d our pace. L i t t l e b l a c k s n a k e s 
and large b lack b u s h c o c k r o a c h e s 
c r o s s e d t h e t rack; a lso an aggress 
ive spider . B e h i n d us a t h i c k pal l of 
d i r ty s m o k e w a s r is ing. A h e a d , in 

by Judith Webster 

t h e v ic in i ty of our c a r s , a l s o s m o k e 
t h o u g h less d e n s e a n d p r o b a b l y 
more d i s t a n t -

He l i cop te r s t i l l buzz ing about ; 
s p e n t t e n m i n u t e s h o v e r i n g over 
our pa rked vehic les . W e w e r e st i l l 
s o m e 2 k i lomet res a w a y f r o m t h e s e 
a n d r e a c h e d t h e m 4 .10pm. S u n 
w a s n o w a f ie ry red b e h i n d t h e 
s m o k e s c r e e n , a f t e r n o o n l ight w a s 
a f i l t e red a m b e r co lour . H u n d r e d s 
of B o g o n g m o t h s f l u t t e r e d craz i ly 
across t h e pa th of t h e car. M y dr iver 
q u i z z e d m e 'Are y o u f e e l i n g s l i g h t l y 
apprehens ive? ' 'Yes' I a d m i t t e d . H e 
reassured me t h e f i re w a s t o o 
d is tant t o be a real th rea t but pro
c e e d e d t o g ive m e t h e dr i l l f o r 
ac t ion in t h e event of be ing t r a p p e d ! 

O n g a i n i n g t h e dir t road, w e 
p a s s e d f o u r h o r s e r i d e r s w h o had 
obv ious ly b e e n b u s h . They w o r e 
smal l p a c k s a n d c a r r i e d s w a g s 
across t h e i r sadd les . 

W e met t h e p o l i c e a n d t h e L a k e 
Con jo la B u s h Fire Br igade c o m i n g 
up t h e road. They ha i l ed us d o w n . 
'Had w e s e e n a bush- f i re? ' H a d w e 
s e e n a b u s h fire!!!! ' Y e s ' - w e g o t out 
maps a n d d e s c r i b e d w h e r e w e h a d 
s e e n it s tar t a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n it w a s 
tak ing now. ' H a d w e s e e n a n y o t h e r 
vehic les?' 'No ' A b u s h f i r e m a n t h e n 
said 'we w e r e sent t o look f o r y o u -
to see y o u w e r e OK'. W e t h a n k e d 
t h e m for the i r c o n c e r n . Pol ice n o t e d 
our veh ic le n u m b e r s t o c o n f i r m 
w i t h t h e he l i cop te r ' s s i g h t i n g . 

Travel led a long Pr inces H ighway 
to Bateman 's Bay. H e r e w e w e n t 
in to t h e whar f f i sh s h o p f o r a meal . 
Whi ls t t h e r e a po l i ce van d r e w u p 
outs ide and an of f icer began wr i t ing 
d o w n car n u m b e r s . A n o t h e r o f f icer 
c a m e into t h e s h o p a n d sa id 'D id 
you k n o w i f s rear t o ke rb p a r k i n g 
loutside?' Th is w a s s o m e t h i n g 
s t r a n g e a n d n e w t o u s a n d our 
dr ivers r u s h e d o u t a n d t u r n e d t h e 
veh ic les a r o u n d . O u r t h a n k s t o t h e 
reasonab le C o p . . . Five m i n u t e s 
later t h e van w a s b a c k a n d t h e y 
w e r e b o o k i n g o n e veh ic le w h i c h 
had not t u r n e d a r o u n d ( the o w n e r 
had not been in t h e s h o p at t h e 
c ruc ia l t ime!) 

A q u i c k j o u r n e y h o m e via Bra id
w o o d and m a n a g e d t o avo id a t h i r d 
c l o s e e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e Pol ice 
w h o had a Brea th T e s t i n g Uni t se t 
u p in B u n g e n d o r e ! 

B e y o n d ? . . . a n d b a c k safely . 
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GENERAL MEETINGS 
Held at 8pm. Room 1, Griffin Centre. Bunda Street. Civic. 

F E B R G i l m o u r T h u r s d a y 16 
DioneG i lmou r , Ac t ing Execu t i ve Producer of the ABC's Natura l His tory Unit, wi l l g ive an i l lus t ra ted talk about the 
mak ing of t he ser ies Nature ot Australia. 
M A R C H - T h u r s d a y 16 
Ian Garv in f rom the ACT Parks and Conse rva t i on Serv ice wi l l speak about the Canber ra Nature Park and how the 
Serv ice p lans to involve the c o m m u n i t y in t he deve lopmen t of the plan of m a n a g e m e n t for Canber ra ' s u rban 
park lands . 

A P R I L - T h u r s d a y 2 0 
Dr Geoff Mos ley, env i ronmen ta l consu l tan t and former D i rec tor of the Aus t ra l ian Conserva t ion Founda t ion , wi l l 
speak about the nomina t ion of the Aus t ra l ian A lps for Wor ld Her i tage l ist ing. A Her i tage Week s p e c i a l ! 

N o t e t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e n o g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s in D e c e m b e r a n d J a n u a r y . 


