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President's Foreword 
S n o w - c o v e r e d m o u n t a i n s a re a par t icu lar ly l im i ted r e s o u r c e on t h e 
Austra l ian cont inen t . It is not surpr is ing , the re fo re , tha t var ious in te res ts 
have c o m p e t e d over t h e last 1 5 0 years for t h e use of t h e r e s o u r c e s of t h e 
a rea n o w c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n K o s c i u s k o Na t iona l P a r k T h e g e n e s i s of t h e 
f irst ma jor con f l i c t w a s in t h e last t h i r d of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w h e n t h e 
m o u n t a i n s a t t r a c t e d in terest for i r r igat ion and p o w e r g e n e r a t i o n . A half 
c e n t u r y later, t h e p o w e r f u l S n o w y M o u n t a i n s A u t h o r i t y w o r k e d t o w a r d s 
e l im ina t ing t h e graz ie rs f r o m t h e m o u n t a i n c a t c h m e n t s a n d u l t imate ly , in 
1 9 6 9 , f r o m t h e w h o l e of t h e K o s c i u s k o Nat ional Park. From t h e 1 9 7 0 s , o n e 
o u t s t a n d i n g con f l i c t has e m e r g e d in t h e park. Th is is t h e d e m a n d for mass 
recrea t ion , b a s e d par t icu lar ly on t h e s n o w f ie lds , v e r s u s t h e na ture 
conserva t ion v a l u e s - n o w we l l d o c u m e n t e d a n d r e c o g n i s e d in t h e park 's 
U N E S C O B i o s p h e r e Reserve status . 

T h e rev ised p lan of m a n a g e m e n t for K o s c i u s k o Na t iona l park (1982) s o u g h t to b a l a n c e t h e rec rea t iona l a n d 
n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n va lues and, w i t h regard to u r b a n t y p e d e v e l o p m e n t s , s t a t e d tha t ' fu tu re ma jor d e v e l o p m e n t of 
tour is t o v e r n i g h t fac i l i t ies , par t icu lar ly of t h e h o t e l / m o t e l / l o d g e t y p e wi l l be e n c o u r a g e d o u t s i d e t h e park'. It 
s e e m e d at t h e t i m e that na ture c o n s e r v a t i o n va lues w e r e be ing g iven a chance . But t h e p e n d u l u m is n o w c lear ly 
s w i n g i n g t h e o t h e r way. The N e w S o u t h W a l e s p remie r has recent ly d e s c r i b e d t h e Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld l i fe 
Serv ice as b e i n g ' u n r e a s o n a b l y o b s t r u c t i v e ' t o w a r d s d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e park, a p p a r e n t l y s igna l l ing t o deve lopers 
tha t t h e g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d look at d e v e l o p m e n t p r o p o s a l s sympathe t ica l l y . 

T h e c o m m e n t s by Mr Gre iner war ran t s o m e c o m m e n t . The so -ca l l ed o b s t r u c t i o n i s t N P W S has s a n c t i o n e d 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y $ 3 7 0 mi l l ion of resor t d e v e l o p m e n t and r e f u r b i s h m e n t in t h e park over t h e last 3 years , a n d has 
a l l o w e d a new ski d e v e l o p m e n t (Blue Cow) t o be bui l t across M o u n t a i n Pygmy Possum habitat . T h e r e remain 
u n s o l v e d p r o b l e m s w i t h s e w a g e . N o n e of t h e lease a r r a n g e m e n t s in t h e park are avai lab le t o t h e publ ic , so t h e 
de ta i l s of c o n c e s s i o n s t o d e v e l o p e r s rema in secret . 

Sk i ing is a s u p e r b recreat iona l act iv i ty , but t h e K o s c i u s k o e n v i r o n m e n t a lso has e x c e p t i o n a l natura l va lues 
w h i c h must be preserved. To d o this , t h e self in terest of sk iers must be t e m p e r e d , a n d it must be m a d e c l e a r t o t h e 
large c o r p o r a t i o n s a n d e n t r e p r e n e u r s w h o o w n t h e resorts , tha t d e v e l o p m e n t c a n n o t p r o c e e d a p a c e forever . 

It a p p e a r s as if t h e s t r u g g l e t o c o n s e r v e K o s c i u s k o is t o be re-run; t h i s t i m e w i th a n e w set of p ro tagon is ts . 

Red Spot 
A r e d s p o t o n t h e labe l of 
your Bu l le t in ind ica tes 
tha t NPA r e c o r d s s h o w 
you as unf inanc ia l . To 
r e n e w y o u r m e m b e r s h i p 
see t h e T reasure r a t t h e 
next g e n e r a l m e e t i n g of 
t h e A s s o c i a t i o n , cal l at 
t h e NPA off ice in Kingsley 
Street , A c t o n ( p h o n e 
5 7 1063) or pos t your 
s u b s c r i p t i o n t o G P O 
Box 4 5 7 , Canberra 2 6 0 1 . 
T h e bu l le t in d i s t r i b u t i o n 
list w i l l be r e v i s e d in 
D e c e m b e r by d e l e t i n g 
any m e m b e r s w h o are 
unf inanc ia l . 

Annual 
Report 

The NPA of t h e A C T s Annual Report 
for 1 9 8 7 - 8 8 is now avai lable . 

In te res ted m e m b e r s may o b t a i n 
c o p i e s f r o m our K ings ley Street 
Of f ice , or if p re fe r red t h e Repor t wi l l 
be p o s t e d t o y o u . 

Remembrance-
Dr Beatrice Holt 
M e m b e r s wi l l be s a d d e n e d t o learn 
tha t Bea Holt , sure ly o n e of t h e 
s taunchest , m o s t fa i th fu l m e m b e r s 
of NPA, d i e d in ear ly J u n e . S h e 
a t t e n d e d t h e ear ly m e e t i n g s of 
NPA in 1 9 6 0 w i th her f r iend J o c e l y n 
L o n g and c o n t i n u e d a t t e n d i n g 
m o s t regularly until her dea th . For 
many years s h e p a r t i c i p a t e d reg 
ular ly in o u t i n g s a n d car c a m p s -
espec ia l ly if t h e t r ips w e r e t o a g o o d 
bird w a t c h i n g area. Her k n o w l e d g e 
of b i rd l i fe w a s ex tens ive a n d s h e 
e n j o y e d e x t e n d e d t r ips t o t h e Mac
quar ie M a r s h e s a n d t h e F l inders 
Ranges. 

T h e C o n s e r v a t i o n m o v e m e n t 
has b e n e f i t e d f r o m her l o n g loyal 
c o m m i t m e n t a n d in terest . 



Committee 
News 

New 
Members 

Field Guide 
Revised 

Environment 
The Env i ronment S u b c o m m i t t e e 

is p repar ing a response to the 
recent ly re leased M a n a g e m e n t 
Plan for the M u r r u m b i d g e e River 
Corr idor . 

A lso on the local scene, the 
Assoc ia t ion wi l l con t r i bu te $ 8 5 to 
the Conserva t ion Counc i l to pay for 
a newspape r adve r t i semen t for t he 
Forest Work ing Group. 

The C o m m i t t e e d e c i d e d that the 
Assoc ia t ion wi l l send one repre
sen ta t i ve to the Aust ra l ian Conser
vat ion Founda t i on C o n f e r e n c e 
w h i c h wi l l be he ld in Sydney in 
October . 

On the New Sou th Wa les con 
serva t ion front, the Assoc ia t ion wi l l 
sponso r the Nat iona l Parks Assoc
iat ion of New Sou th Wa les in its 
app l i ca t ion for a Nat iona l Estate 
Grant for an env i ronmen ta l s tudy of 
the Namo i Valley. 

The C o m m i t t e e has wr i t t en to 
the NSW Min is te r for Env i ronment 
and P lann ing suppo r t i ng the pro
posed works on t rack ma in tenance 
in me M o r t o n  Na t iona l Park, and 
ask ing whe the r the N P W S w o u l d 
l ike to rece ive he lp f rom the Assoc
iat ion m the form of voluntary labour. 

The C o m m i t t e e has also wr i t ten 
to the Min is te r express ing the 
Associat ion's views on the proposed 
exc is ion of the ski resor ts f rom 
Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park. 

in Victor ia, the C o m m i t t e e is 
suppo r t i ng the V ic tor ian Nat iona l 
Parks Assoc ia t ion in its A lp ine 
Parks s t ra tegy by wr i t i ng le t te rs to 
Joan Kirner, the V ic tor ian Min is ter 
for Conservat ion. Fo res tsand Lands 
in support of the inquiry into grazing, 
and to the Leader of the O p p o s i t i o n 
to exp ress our suppor t of the A lp ine 
Parks concep t . 

Rocks 
Syd Comfor t c o n t i n u e s to rep

resent the Assoc ia t i on at the Res
idents of Ch i lders and K ings ley 
S t ree ts (ROCKS) meet ings , and the 
C o m m i t t e e d e c i d e d to d o n a t e $ 2 0 
towards e x p e n s e s of the R O C K S 
campa ign . 

The fo l low ing new m e m b e r s are 
w e l c o m e d to the Assoc ia t i on : 

Mrs H. W e n d a Brown, Garran; 
Jenn i fe r Chait , Kambah ; Penny Collings
, Wee tange ra ; Doug & Pat 
Curt is , Kambah ; Sue Duggan , 
Latham; Robert & Victor ia Edmonds, 
Aranda; Brian & Lor ra ine N e w m a n , 
Curt in; Robert Olney, Chif ley; Leonie 
Paynter, Reid; Dr J o h n S Mrs Francis 
Tregel las-Wil l iams, Campbe l l ; Brian 
Wood , Duffy. 

Justa Minute 
f rom the Walks Planning 

Subcommi t tee 

The Walks P lann ing Subcommi t t ee , 
upon the p romp t ing of Reg Alder, is 
cons ide r i ng poss ib le c h a n g e s to 
the g rad ing sys tem used in the 
wa lks p rogram. The c o m m i t t e e 
w o u l d w e l c o m e any and all c o m m 
ents f rom i n te res ted persons. 

As a lways the Wa lks S u b c o m m 
i t tee w o u l d l ike to hear f rom peop le 
wi l l ing to lead walks . The Sub
c o m m i t t e e can p rov ide back up 
ass is tance in the fo rm of exper
ienced peop le for r econno i t r e t r ips 
and back up leaders, shou ld a leader 
f i nd that he or she is unava i lab le 
c loser to t he ac tua l da te of the walk. 

Please send your ideas for walks, 
c o m m e n t s a n d s u g g e s t i o n s on the 
wa lks g rad ing sys tem to: 

The NPA Wa lks Conveno r 
4 6 W y b a l e n a Grove 
C O O K ACT 2 6 1 4 
Or be t te r st i l l t u rn up at the next 

S u b c o m m i t t e e mee t i ng on 21 Sep
t e m b e r at 41 M a r a n b o y Street , 
Fisher. 

As part ot the rev is ion o l the "F ie ld 
Gu ide to Nat ive Trees of the ACT", 
the Fie ld Gu ide S u b - c o m m i t t e e is 
cons ide r i ng the de le t ion , f rom any 
new vers ion or rev ised ed i t ion , of 
the smal l local i ty maps wh ich are in 
the text ad jacen t to the t ree des
cr ip t ions . The sub -commi t t ee feels 
that, because of the d i f f icu l ty of 
es tab l i sh ing ini t ia l accu racy and 
the need to keep the maps up to 
date, their inc lus ion may not be 
pract ica l . 

If any member (or reader of the 
Bul let in) has s t rong reserva t ions 
about this we inv i te c o m m e n t by 
the i r phon ing Kevin To t te rde l l on 
(062) 81 4 4 1 0 . 

* * * 

Kosciusko 
Wildflowers 

All Gone 
Kevin Frawley 

Earthworm (ABC Radio- 5 3 0 p m 
Wednesdays} car r ied a report on 
29 June referr ing to the ca t t lemen 's 
rally at the ALP National Conference 
in Hobart . A s p o k e s m a n for the 
ca t t l emen , a rgu ing for access to 
the Tasman ian high count ry , to ld 
the aud ience that s ince g raz ing 
was w i t h d r a w n I rom Kosc iusko 
Nat iona l Park, at! the wildflowers 
had disappeared. This is the latest 
example of the mis informat ion being 
spread about the bene f i t s of h igh 
coun t ry graz ing. Simi lar misinfor
mat ion has been sp read in V ic tor ia 
- that the h igh coun t r y tu rns rank 
and sour un less g razed. 

The Assoc ia t ion has wr i t t en to 
Mrs Joan Ki rner  (Conserva t ion . 
Forests and Lands Minister, Victoria) 
suppo r t i ng the V ic to r ian Nat iona l 
Parks Assoc ia t ion 's s u g g e s t i o n of 
an open enqu i ry into h igh coun t ry 
g raz ing in that S ta te w h i c h can 
assemb le and p resen t the inform
a t ion a c c u m u l a t e d on th is ques t i on 
over a n u m b e r of d e c a d e s away 
f rom the nosta lg ic and emo t i ona l 
'Man f rom S n o w y River' pub l ic i t y 
campa ign . 



Nungatta National Park 
Eric Pickering 

The last O u t i n g s Program conta ined 
de ta i l s of a wa lk tha t Pat a n d I w e r e 
t o lead in to th is park jus t n o r t h of 
t h e V ic to r ian b o r d e r on J u n e 1 1 , 1 2 
a n d 13. It w a s t o be an exp lo ra to ry 
wa lk in an area w e had neverv is i ted . 

M u c h to oursurpr ise , w e received 
a t e l e p h o n e cal l f r o m M e l b o u r n e , 
jus t t w o days af ter rece iv ing t h e 
Bulletin in t h e post, f r o m S t e p h e n 
J o h n s t o n , a m e m b e r of t h e Victor ian 
NPA. S t e p h e n prov ided va luab le 
i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e Genoa area, 
e n o u g h for t h i s w a l k a n d severa l 
o t h e r s w e i n t e n d t o u n d e r t a k e over 

. t h e next c o u p l e of years . 
) T h r o u g h t h e Bulletin, w e t h a n k 
S t e p h e n for his g e n e r o u s assist
ance. W e are rec iprocat ing by g iv ing 
S t e p h e n s o m e adv ice on his pro
p o s e d 10 day B u d a w a n g wa lk in 
O c t o b e r for t h e V ic tor ian NPA. 
Readers may be i n t e r e s t e d in our 
l e t t e r t o S t e p h e n fo l low ing o u r w a l k . 

Dear S t e p h e n , 

Pat & I t h a n k you s incere ly for 
your advice on the N u n g a t t a / G e n o a 
area. Your p h o n e cal l , l e n g t h y le t ter 
a n d maps p r o v e d inva luab le in 
p r e p a r a t i o n s for our exp lo ra to ry 
w a l k in to tha t area last w e e k e n d . 

W e left our cars a b o u t 1 0 a m 
S a t u r d a y on t h e G e n o a River Road, 
not far f rom t h e junct ion w i th Saddle 
Flaps Road. W e w a l k e d s o u t h a l o n g 

| t h e t rack t h e n f o l l o w e d a c reek 
" f lowing in to t h e G e n o a at 0 6 0 . 7 7 6 . 
W e w e r e t h a n k f u l t h a t t h e c o l d 
w a t e r of t h e G e n o a w a s on ly ank le 
d e e p a n d w e w e r e q u i c k l y across 
a n d c l imbing t h e spur running nor th
east t o t h e N u n g a t t a Plateau. A 
p leasant surpr ise w a s t h e beau t i fu l 
d isp lay of Epacris impressa in ful l 

N . S . W . 

b l o o m u n d e r t h e c a n o p y of B lue-
leaved S t r i n g y b a r k ( E .  a g g l o m e r a t a ) 
a n d M e s s m a t e ( E .  O b l i q u a ). 

T h e r idge t o o k us t o N e e n a h 
Peak w i t h i ts most unusua l t r ig po le 
- a sad s i g h t - d o u b l e d over w i t h its 
h e a d a lmost t o u c h i n g its foot , i ts 
PVC t u b i n g o b v i o u s l y unab le t o 
w i t h s t a n d t h e w i n d s in t h e area. W e 
d e s c e n d e d to a rocky v i e w i n g plat
fo rm w h i c h gave g o o d v i e w s over 
t h e Bondi Forests a n d t h e roads w e 
had t rave l led ear l ier tha t morn ing . 

It w a s bi t ter ly co ld in t h e e x p o s e d 
p laces s o w e d e c i d e d t o h e a d for a 
c a m p s i t e on N e e n a h Creek. W e 
c h o s e a very s h e l t e r e d s p o t at 
0 9 9 . 8 1 2 w h e r e g o o d w a t e r w a s 
available and plenty of w o o d . Nearby 
w e r e t w o we l l e s t a b l i s h e d Telopea 
oreades (G ipps land Waratah) a n d 
numerous t ree ferns. That a f ternoon 
w e e x p l o r e d u p s t r e a m t h e n s e t t l e d 
d o w n to t h e b u s i n e s s of p repar ing 
our e v e n i n g meal wh i ls t t h e w i n d 

w h i s t l e d a b o v e in t h e t o p s of t h e 
S i lver top Ash (E sieberi). 

The next m o r n i n g w e se t off w i t h 
day packs, f o l l o w i n g t h e c r e e k 
d o w n t h r o u g h a del ight fu l rain forest 
gu l ly w i t h ferns , m o s s e s and n u m 
erous B lack Ol ive-berry (Elaeocar-
pus holopetalus) and Telopea 
oreades. W e c a m e t o severa l smal l 
water fa l ls a n d t h e n t h e p i c t u r e s q u e 
drop into the deepest part of Neenah 
Gorge. W e a d m i r e d t h e fa l ls a n d 
l i s tened to t h e ly reb i rds ca l l ing but 
s o o n h e a d e d uphi l l aga in to f i n d 
N u n g a t t a Peak. T h e v iews f rom t h e 
peak a n d t h e rocky p la t form fu r ther 
south were certa inly wor th t h e e f for t 
W e c o u l d see G r e e n C a p e l ight
house a n d Mt Imlay d o m i n a t i n g t h e 
sky l ine eas twards . Fur ther s o u t h 
w e c o u l d see Y a m b u l l a Peak a n d 
Mt M e r r a g u n e g i n , w i t h M t Coop-
racambra s h o w i n g above t h e r i d g e 
w e w i s h e d t o f o l l o w tha t a f t e r n o o n . 

Back t o c a m p a n d l u n c h b e f o r e 

V I C T O R I A N u n g a t t a 
N a t i o n a l 
P a r k 



se t t i ng oft t h rough more M e s s m a t e 
and B lue- leaved S t r ingybark and 
red. pink and wh i te epracr is . We 
fo l l owed Ihe r idge l o 108 .777 t hen 
the spur WSW d o w n to a p leasant 
c reek w i in a sol id rock base. That 
n ight we nes t led a m o n g theBedifordia 
 arborescens (B lanket bush) 
0 8 8 . 7 5 8 wi th only room for our two 
tents . David 's 1 man and o u r 3 man 
'palace' . 

M o n d a y d a w n e d f ine aga in , in 
sp i te of g l o o m y w e a t h e r repor ts , 
and w e headed south , fo l l ow ing the 
rocky c reek over smal l water fa l l s 
and de l igh t fu l pools, unt i l w e 
reached the mighty Genoa . In 
s u m m e r this w o u l d have been very 
appea l ing . The banks of the Genoa 
var ied f rom sandy beaches to rocky 
p la t fo rms a n d the occas iona l c l i f fs 
wi th in te res t ing layers of co l ou red 
rock. One rock wal l in t r igued us 
w i th e x p o s e d s ta lac t i tes in numer
ous c racks a n d cavi t ies. 

Our son. S tephen , was all in 
favour of fo l l ow ing the Genoa back 
to our cars but af ter severa l c ross
ings in the very co ld water we 
d e c i d e d to head up a spur at 
0 7 5 . 7 6 4 on to a dry. o p e n r idge 
runn ing nor th towards the Genoa 
again. At 0 6 1 . 7 6 5 w e t u r n e d NW 
down a g o o d spur wh ich led us 
back to the t rack not very far f rom 
our cars. 

The walk was very in te res t ing , 
t ak i ng us ove r a var ie ty of ter ra in 
and vary ing types of f lora. We found 
p len ty of co lour in the bush w i th the epacris
 in full b loom and a few 
wat t les, several spec ies of banksias 
and correa f lower ing . The only 
mamma l we e n c o u n t e r e d was a 
very dea l and b l ind w o m b a t wh ich 
wen t about his bus iness of ea t ing 
wh i le we w a t c h e d and even sni f fed 
Pat's boo ts be fore dec id ing to 
retreat to tast ier pastures. 

Basical ly our exp lo ra to ry t r ip 
was a review of your "green' trip. We 
have d e c i d e d to go into that a rea 
aga in s o m e t i m e - pe rhaps in 
wa rmer weather . Our aim wil l be to 
take in more of the Victor ian sec t ion 
of the Genoa Wi l de rness inc lud ing 
C o o p r a c a m b r a 

Thank you for all your he lp - if w e 
can rec ip roca te in any way eg 
adv ice on B u d a w a n g s etc p lease 
let us know. W e have passed on 
your w ishes to Phil l ip. Reg and 
Fiona. 

Best w ishes , 

Eric P icker ing 

New Alps Group 
Roger Green 

For t he last few years many NPA 
m e m b e r s have w a t c h e d wi th some 
d ismay as the alps of Kosc iusko 
Na t iona l Park have b e e n g radua l l y 
cove red by more and more bui ld
ings, roads and carparks. Areas 
whe re we o n c e wa lked or sk ied 
have been c leared , level led and 
dra ined . For those w i th long 
memor i es th is p rocess of a t t r i t ion 
has b e e n go ing on s ince cons t ruc 
t ion began on the Snowy Mounta ins 
hydro-e lec t r i c scheme. 

S ince the Kosc iusko NP man
a g e m e n t plan was f ina l ised ear ly 
this decade, we have remained fairly 
quiet , leav ing the m a n a g e m e n t of 
the park in t he hands of the NSW 
Nat ional Parks and Wildl i fe Service, 
wh ich w e though t t rus twor thy . In 
that l ime, and acco rd ing to plan, w e 
have seen a new rai lway l ine f rom 
Bu l locks Flat to Blue Cow. a new 
resort a l B lue Cow, a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
ex tens ion of the Moun t Se lwyn ski 
area, great ly i nc reased a c c o m m 
odat ion at Char lo t tes Pass, Perisher 
Val ley and Thredbo, and bu l ldoz ing 
( 'grooming') and ex tens ion of ski 
runs. There have been o l he r deve l 
o p m e n t s - s k i runs, accommodat ion , 
wa te r po l lu t ion and rare-animal 
habi ta t des t ruc t i on - that have not 
been in acco rd w i t h t he plan. 

These have been the years of 
appeasemen t . Wi th re lat ive ly l i t t le 
ob jec t i on f rom conse rva t i on i s t s or 
the NP&WS. deve lopmen t has pro
ceeded apace. W e bel ieved it wou ld 
s top w h e n the l imi ts set by the p lan 
w e r e reached . 

The c h a n g e of g o v e r n m e n t in 
New Sou th Wa les has p r o d u c e d a 
w h o l e n e w ba l l -game. The n e w 
premier is a keen downh i l l sk ier 
a n d m e m b e r o f a lodge in Char lo t tes 
Pass. On a recen t sk i ing t r ip to 
Thredbo. Mr Gre iner said that dev
e l o p m e n t in Kosc iusko NP w a s 
cons t i pa ted . The NP&WS was 
' un reasonab ly obst ruc t ive ' . At the 
t ime he was open ing a new sk i ing 
comp lex at Fr iday Flat. 

Far f rom be ing obs t ruc t i ve , the 
serv ice, wh ich is cha rged w i th pro
tec t i on o l wi ld l i fe in the park, has 
b e e n unnecessa r i l y a g r e e a b l e to 
deve lopers ' p roposa ls . If deve lop 
ment is cons t i pa ted now, t hen wha t 
w o u l d d ia r rhoea be l ike? 

These conce rns have p rovoked 
the to rmat ion of a new a lp ine con
servat ion g roup, the A lp ine Con
servat ion Network . Though the re 
are a l ready a number of g roups , 
such as t he NPA of the ACT. c o m m 
i t ted to conserva t ion o l the alps, a 
few g reen ies f rom Canber ra and 
Sydney felt t he re was a need for a 
spec i f i c -pu rpose g roup to he lp 
counter the immed ia te threat. There 
is a lso a need for an in fo rmat ion l ink 
be tween g roups separa ted by s ta te 
and ter r i tory borders. 

The Alpine Conservat ion Network 
is d e d i c a t e d to the conserva t ion of 
a lps in NSW, Victor ia, the ACT a n d j 
Tasmania. Its pr imary f unc t i on wil l 
be to c o m m u n i c a t e b e t w e e n exist
ing g roups , stir t hem to greater 
act ion and to raise publ ic awareness 
of th rea ts to the env i ronment . It is 
not in tended as a mass-membersh ip 
g roup thai o rgan ises demons t ra 
t ions or pol i t ica l lobby ing. There 
wi l l be a news shee t but a m in imum 
number o l meet ings . 

The network 's first press release, 
d raw ing a t ten t i on to Mr Gre iner 's 
s ta tements , a roused in terest f rom 
newspapers , radio and te lev is ion 
a round NSW and the ACT. Peop le 
and g r o u p s c o n c e r n e d abou t the 
a lps have rung the ne twork f rom 
Cooma, J indabyne , T u m b a r u m b a 
and Gundaga i , as wel l as more 
popu lous cen t res . The cur ren t 
need is for as many peop le as| 
poss ib le to wr i te to M r G r e i n e r a n d 
the NSW Min is ter for the Envi ron
ment, Mr Tim Moore , at Par l iament 
House , Sydney, exp ress ing the 
need to restr ict resort deve lopmen t 
to t he l imi ts imposed by the Kos
c iusko park plan. Those w h o live or 
vote in the Snowy River Shi re shou ld 
wri te to the shi re counci l in Berridale, 
po in t ing out that unp lanned tour is t 
deve lopmen t is not a lways in the 
best in te res ts of local peop le . 

Anyone in te res ted in suppo r t i ng 
t he ne twork shou ld con tac t the 
author on (062) 47 0 0 5 9 or Jeann ie 
Doug lass on (062) 4 8 9 8 7 4 . 

Edi tor 's Note : 
NPA (ACT) has ag reed to be part ot 
the A lp ine Conserva t ion Network . 



Seeing and Not Seeing Crooked Falls 
Syd Comfort & Ken Johnson 

A f e w no tes on a B u d a w a n g wa lk 
w h i c h w e c o v e r e d in May 1 9 8 8 may 
be of in terest t o readers a n d of 
ass is tance t o o ther walkers w ish ing 
t o f o l l o w t h e s a m e track. A l t h o u g h 
t h e rou te is s h o w n in t h e Coast a n d 
M o u n t a i n W a l k e r s (CMW) map a n d 
s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n is p r o v i d e d in 
'P igeon H o u s e a n d Beyond' , m u c h 
of t h e wa lk w a s exploratory. Star t ing 
f rom Newhaven Gap, w e d e s c e n d e d 
W a t s o n s Pass f rom Fol ly Point t o 
C a m p i n g Rock Creek, f o l l o w e d 
Ho l lands Creek u p s t r e a m b e y o n d 
t h e j u n c t i o n w i t h Ange l Creek a n d 

( t h e n w a l k e d u p t h e spur t o Mt Tarn, 
r e t u r n i n g t o N e w h a v e n G a p by t h e 
t r a c k a r o u n d Mt H a u g h t o n a n d 
t h r o u g h t h e Vines. 

Leav ing Canber ra at 5 am w e 
s t a r t e d w a l k i n g f r o m N e w h a v e n 
Gap at 8.30 am. O n t h e w a y in to 
Folly Point w e not iced that t h e t rack 
had been c l e a r e d recent ly w i th 
s o m e w e t s p o t s and c l i m b s by
passed , n o d o u b t dur ing t h e t h r e e 
C M W w o r k i n g w e e k e n d s r e c o r d e d 
in t h e Folly Point Visi tors ' B o o k f o r 
S e p t e m b e r 1987 . In terest ingly , 
t h e r e is a f u r t h e r ent ry in t h e b o o k 
for t h e f o l l o w i n g m o n t h r e c o r d i n g a 
v is i t by Mr Bob Carr in his (then) 
c a p a c i t y as N S W Min is te r for Plan
n i n g a n d Env i ronment . Pers is tent 
mist and occasional drizzle severely 
r e d u c e d v is ib i l i ty a n d r o b b e d us of 

^the v i e w s Fol ly Point usual ly of fers, 
s o a f te r a q u i c k lunch at t h e t o p of 
W a t s o n Pass w e s ta r ted d o w n t h e 
pass. W e d e s c e n d e d over a rock 
f a c e to w h i c h s p i k e s and a cha in 
have b e e n f ixed a n d t h e n d o w n t w o 
c r e v a s s e s at t h e h e a d of a gul ly , a 
rope proving very useful for lower ing 
p a c k s o n t h i s s e c t i o n . Fo l lowing t h e 
t r a c k a r o u n d t h e base of t h e cliff 
a n d d o w n a spur, w e r e a c h e d t h e 
c a m p i n g cave in t h e next c l i f f - l ine 
and c a m p e d here o v e r n i g h t (C1 on 
s k e t c h map). This cave, s h o w n a lso 
on t h e C M W map, is su i tab le for a 
smal l par ty a n d has p lenty of w a t e r 
nearby. 

W e e x p l o r e d a l i t t le w a y a long 
t h e t r a c k tha t e v e n i n g so w e w e r e 
ab le t o w a l k easi ly w i t h t h e packs 
on t h e f o l l o w i n g morn ing . On leaving 
t h e cave, t h e t r a c k c r o s s e s a smal l 

3 ,* 

Camping Cave on Mt. Tarn - Syd Comfort at the fireplace, 1988. 
- P h o t o by Ken J o h n s o n 



Hollands Gorge Creek upstream from normal route. 

----._-

-Photo by Ken Johnson 

It was a steep climb (over 700 
metres above the previous camp) 
to the camping cave below Tarn 
(C3) which is quite large and has 
good water nearby. A narrow path 
below the cliff-face provides the 
route out of the cave and one should 
follow this to its very end before 
scrambling up some rocks on to 
Tarn where cairns indicate the 
direction northwards to join the 
track towards Haughton. We noted 
that the track from Haughton across 

out on visiting the Crooked Falls 
Lookout so next time we will make 
sure of fmd g ge Creek and 
following the a Je e· ,jr 

cross Hollands Creek just below 
this junction and then to walk up 
the creek to the camp site shown 
on the CMW map. In following up 
Hollands Creek we generally fou nd 
it best to favour the southern side 
keeping near the creek and crossing 
if necessary. However, just before 
the Kilpatrick Creek junction a 
track climbing over a steep rise 
before returning to the bank pro
vided the easiest path. We camped 
for the second night in a delightful 
ferny spot (C2) on the northern 
bank of the creek where the creek 
takes a marked turn to the north 
and somewhat below the Angel 
Creek junction. Darkness came 
early that evening preventing us 
from examining the way forward for 
the following day. 

In the morning, because walking 
close to the creek looked difficult, 
we took a route over high ground 
some distance from the water which 
gave us good but distant views of 
the Crooked Falls. Syd noticed that 
the stream pattern was different 
from the planned route whilst Ken 
thought that It was a mapping var
iance, but when we reached the 
next creek it was evident from its 
weak flow that we were upstream of 
Angel Creek. Rather than retrace 
our steps we crossed the river and 
started up a spur which joins the 
spurwe had intended to follow near 
its top, just below Mount Tarn. 
However by doing this we missed 

creek on the north eastern side of 
the cave and after about 150 metres 
reaches a sign pointing to 'Castle 
Head' and 'Valley' Following the 
'Valley' direction, the track is along 
the right side of the creek and is 
marked tor about 350 metres. Then 
follows a puzzling gap in the marks, 
probably caused by fallen trees, 
before the marks resume about 
200 metres further on where the 
track crosses to the left bank of the 
creek. At this point the valley widens 
as the cliffs recede and the creek 
begins a steeper descent. 

It occurred to us that it one did 
this walk in the oPPosite direction, 
there could be some difficulty in 
picking up the start of the pass as 
the markers end where the pass 
reaches the valley floor, the last 
marker being some distance from 
Camping Rock Creek itself (on a 
fallen tree which spans the track). 
Finding this starting point could be 
facilitated by noting that Camping 
Rock Creek should be followed for 
about 500 metres above the Holl
ands Creek lunction to a point where 
a low but steep bank rises beside 
the creek making it difficult to follow 
close to the water. 

We followed the southern bank 
of Camping Rock Creek (the CMW 
track follows the northern bank) 
from the end of the pass to the 
junction with Hollands Creek, pass
ing through a number of attractive 
camp slles. It is probably easiest to 



S w a m p y Plain n o w g o e s s t r a i g h t ' 
d o w n t o t h e s w a m p and t o t h e 
w e s t e r n s ide of t h e c reek eventual ly 
j o i n i n g t h e o ld four w h e e l dr ive 
t rack w h i c h w e f o l l o w e d to New
haven Gap. T h e B u d a w a n g s were , 
however , not t o let g o of us s o 
easi ly; heavy s h o w e r s tha t after
noon, on t h e a l ready wet Newhaven 
Road, had t u r n e d it in to a rally 
dr iver 's track. Ken rose t o t h e cha l l 
e n g e a n d w e s l i p p e d , s l i the red and 
s loshed out t o t h e S a s s a f r a s - Braid-
w o o d Expressway. 

P o s t s c r i p t : 
W e ran in to a p r o b l e m d u r i n g t h e 
c l i m b up t h e spur f r o m Ho l lands 
C r e e k t o w a r d s Tarn in t h e f o l l o w i n g 
way. W e had lunch near t h e b o t t o m 
of-the spur and t h e n w a l k e d t o g e t h 
er up t h e f i rst s e c t i o n but on t h e 
next s e c t i o n Syd m o v e d a h e a d to 
f i n d a rou te u p t h e rocky o u t c r o p 
a n d r e a c h e d t h e top. Ken having 
lost s ight of Syd, ca l led , ask ing for 
he lp a n d d i rec t ions , g iv ing his pos
i t ion as on t h e r ight of t h e r idge 
(actual ly it w a s centre) . Syd w e n t 
d o w n t h e r ight whist l ing , and passed 
Ken w h o w a s a lso wh is t l ing . It 
wasn ' t long be fore c o n t a c t w a s l o s t 
Ken m a n a g e d to reach t h e top , 
ca l led a n d w h i s t l e d to no avai l ; 
m e a n w h i l e Syd w a s do ing t h e 
s a m e below. Af ter s o m e hours and 
as day l ight w a s fa i l ing , bo th h e a d e d 
independent ly towards t h e evening 
camp. Ken, w h o k n e w t h e route , 
b lazed t h e trai l w i th ca i rns a n d 
b r o k e n b r a n c h e s unt i l he c a m e 
u p o n f resh breaks and, t h i n k i n g 
tha t Syd had m a n a g e d t o f ind a 
s h o r t e r route , s t o p p e d m a r k i n g and 
g o t to t h e c a m p jus t be fore dark. 
Syd, of course , w a s beh ind . Syd, 
b e i n g c a u g h t by t h e dark c a m p e d 
on t h e t rack and next m o r n i n g 
m a n a g e d t o reach t h e c a m p q u i t e 
early. It w a s grea t t o real ise tha t w e 
had bo th r e a s o n e d w h a t t h e o t h e r 
w o u l d d o a n d had b o t h m a d e f o r t h e 
c a m p - s i t e ins tead of mi l l ing about 
in an area w h e r e whist les and voices 
d id not carry. 

The Corn Trail 
TO C A N & E R R A 

C O R N T R A I L 

L O C A T I O N 

M A P 

T O P O F 
C L Y D E M T N 

Reg Alder 

The Corn Trai l f rom t h e t o p of C lyde 
M o u n t a i n to a c r e e k j u n c t i o n at t h e 
te rmina l car park on t h e Mis ty 
M o u n t a i n Rd in t h e Bo le ro Val ley 
w a s recent ly o p e n e d on o n e of t h e 
fou les t w e e k e n d s w e have k n o w n 
for a long whi le . An i n f o r m a t i o n 
b r o c h u r e w i th maps, h is tory and 
botan ica l deta i ls has b e e n pub 
l ished, I d o not k n o w w h e r e it can be 
genera l l y o b t a i n e d but as it w a s 
p u b l i s h e d w i t h d o n a t i o n s f r o m t h e 
B a t e m a n s Bay a n d B r a i d w o o d 
C h a m b e r s of C o m m e r c e , enqu i r i es 
to t h e m may be f ru i t fu l . T h e 25 0 0 0 
series maps are Monga and Araluen. 

T h e tra i l c o m m e n c e s on t h e r ight 
i m m e d i a t e l y be fore t h e d e s c e n t of 
t h e C l y d e . M o u n t a i n , be on t h e alert 
for it as o therw ise you wi l l g o a long 
w a y d o w n be fore b e i n g ab le to 
re turn . {The Mis ty M o u n t a i n Rd 
c o m m e n c e s 8 k m fu r ther down.) It is 
p robab ly best to s t o p at t h e car 
park on t h e left and r e c o n n o i t r e t h e 
f irst part of t h e road b e c a u s e of a 
m u d d y pa tch jus t in f r o m the h igh
way. This may shor t ly be not s u c h a 
hazard as s o m e f i l l ing has been 
t i p p e d nearby. O n my visi t 1 c o u l d 
not g o t h e ful l d i s tance of 1%km to 
t h e ca r park b e c a u s e of fa l len t rees. 

The t rue d is tance of t h e t rack is a 
bit of a mystery b e c a u s e t h e b roch 
ure gives 12.5km and 18km, l ikewise 
t h e m e t r e s at e a c h e n d of t h e t rack, 
t h e t o p o n e 12 .5km a n d t h e lower 
1 8 k m . M a p measurement , not 
a l low ing f o r t h e z ig -zags is a b o u t 
1 2 k m and 1 5 - 2 0 % add i t iona l dist 
ance w o u l d not be unreasonab le . 
The B u c k e n b o w r a River is reached 
after a d e s c e n t of 6 0 0 m at approx
imate ly half way. The b r o c h u r e 
g ives w a l k i n g t i m e s of 4%-7 hours , 

T O 
b a t e m a n s b a y 

the n o t i c e s 3-6 hours. Our ac tua l 
w a l k i n g t imes , not a l low ing f o r rests 
or lunch , w e r e 2hrs 2 5 m i n s d o w n to 
t h e B u c k e n b o w r a a n d 2 h r s 3 0 m i n s 
to t h e lower t rack head . The lower 
s e c t i o n w o u l d have been c o v e r e d 
more qu ick ly excep t tha t more t h a n 
50 t r e e s b l o w n d o w n in t h e recen t 
s t o r m had t o be c l i m b e d over o r 
t h r o u g h - f o r m o r e t h a n o n e ha l f i t 
w a s necessary t o m a k e de tours , 
s o m e t i m e s in th ick bush and on 
s t e e p s lopes. It s e e m s as if t h e 
c o n d i t i o n s of w e t a n d w i n d have 
been e x c e p t i o n a l as on ly a f rac t ion 
of t h i s n u m b e r of fa l len t rees had t o 

b e cu t for the recen t o p e n i n g a n d it 
had been 60 years s ince t h e t rack 
w a s last used . 

It is probably easier t o car shuff le , 
c a m p i n g s i tes at t h e lower e n d 
be ing minimal a n d rough . W i t h o u t 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n , it is a l i t t l e h a r d o n 
t h e lower s e c t i o n t o keep t a b o n 
w h e r e you actua l ly are. A water fa l l 
is par t icu lar ly e lus ive as severa l 
gul ly c r o s s i n g s w i th rocky o u t c r o p s 
c o u l d fit t h e descr ip t ion . The real 
one has a d r o p of a b o u t 12-15 
metres . 

Escarpment v iews g o i n g d o w n 
are s t u p e n d o u s and t h e r e are many 
t y p e s of ra in forest c o m b i n a t i o n s on 
t h e lower s e c t i o n to make it w o r t h 
w h i l e g o i n g at least as far as t h e 
water fa l l . St i l l t h a t w o u l d requi re an 
ear ly start w i t h t h e p r o s p e c t of t h e 
6 0 0 m c l i m b to r o u n d t h e day off. 
For most , however , r e a c h i n g t h e 
river and walk ing t h r o u g h the beaut
iful ra inforest w i t h large b i rds -nes t 
a n d t r e e f e r n s i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
t h e c r o s s i n g w o u l d m a k e t h e day's 
wa lk we l l w o r t h w h i l e af ter a l l o w i n g 
for rest and l u n c h s tops . 



Letters to the Editor 
More Gudgenby Controversy 

Dear Editor. 

G u d g e n b y G r a z i n g 

The le t ters to you in the J u n e NPA 
Bul le t in on th is sub jec t have wel l 
cove red the a r g u m e n t s aga ins t a 
has ty te rm ina t ion of t he lease of 
G u d g e n b y Sta t ion . I w ish to show 
suppor t for t hese a r g u m e n t s but do 
not need to repeat t hem all here. 
Howeve r 1 w o u l d l ike to s ta te br ief ly 
wha t I cons ide r are the impor tan t 
po in ts of my own pos i t ion on th is 
matter. 

I ag ree w i th the pr inc ip le that 
the re shou ld be no g raz ing in Nat
ional Parks, par t icu lar ly in the few 
areas of a lp ine f lora w e have in the 
h igh coun t ry in Austra l ia . Never the 
less I w o u l d be happy for the we l l -
run p roper ty of G u d g e n b y to con 
t inue as an excep t i on in Namadg i . 
In my op in ion ; 
. it adds to the scen ic va lues of the 

Park; 
. it is a g o o d buf fer z o n e for the 

w i l de rness area: 
. our own expe r i ence on t ree 

p lan t ing at G lenda le s h o w s the 
d i f f icu l t ies of r egene ra t i on in 
open pas tu res in a geog raph i c 
locat ion s imi lar to Gudgenby , 
even if seed l ing t rees are p lan ted ; 
and 

. it is a good , l iving examp le of 
success fu l ca t t le p roduc t i on 
da t ing back to ear ly p ioneer days 
in a d i f f icul t moun ta in env i ron
ment. 
Wh i le I w o u l d have s o m e regrets, 

I w o u l d not ob ject to c h a n g e if a 
genuine, wor thwhi le use appropr ia te 
to the concep t of a Nat iona l Park 
w e r e f o u n d for the G u d g e n b y 
proper ty and the bu i ld ings . The 
change shou ld have a deta i led plan, 
pub l ic ly avai lable, and the funds 
and staff to imp lemen t it. It w o u l d 
be dangerous l y unsat is fac tory if 
the lease w e r e t e rm ina ted w i thou t 
the plan and the resources , leaving 
a vo id in ut i l isat ion and p ro tec t ion . 

Turn ing to ou r Assoc ia t ion , it is a 
heal thy s ign tha t occas iona l l y 
m e m b e r s fee l s t rong ly e n o u g h to 
s ta te v iews w h i c h di f fer f rom those 
of our execu t ive . Wi th a w ide and 
d iverse genera l m e m b e r s h i p it is 
d i f f icul t to ob ta in c o n s e n s u s on a 
con t rovers ia l sub jec t . The sub
c o m m i t t e e s y s t e m i n t r o d u c e d i n to 
the NPA o rgan isa t ion a few years 
ago was, and sti l l is, a s tep in the 
r ight d i rec t ion . 

Final ly, I w ish to pay t r ibu te to 
our vo lun ta ry o f f ice bearers a n d 
c o m m i t t e e members ; they are 
wo rk ing hard for t he benef i t of our 
Assoc ia t i on a n d for conse rva t i on 
genera l ly . I app rec ia te and c o m m 
end the i r ef forts. 

Char les Hil l 
25 J u n e 1 9 8 8 

Sentry Box 
- S k e t c h by J . H o o k e 

Dear Ms S imondson , 

Severa l ar t ic les in the recent NPA 
Bul le t ins [25(3) and (4)] re late to 
t he ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Serv ice 's m a n a g e m e n t po l ic ies 
and ob jec t i ves for the G u d g e n b y 
s ta t ion in Namadg i Nat iona l Park. 
The ar t ic les canvass a w ide range 
of issues and op in ions and I be l ieve 
it is impor tan t that your readers are 
in fo rmed of the course the Serv ice 
is tak ing towards the fu tu re man
a g e m e n t of the area. The manage
ment p lan for Namadg i Nat iona l 
Park is qu i te expl ic i t , ind ica t ing that 
the cur rent lease on the G u d g e n b y 
proper ty shou ld be t e rm ina ted and 
graz ing cease. Cons is ten t w i th this 
m a n a g e m e n t plan and fo l low ing 
adv ice f rom the ACT Parks and 
Conserva t ion Consu l ta t i ve C o m m 
i t tee I have adv ised the cur ren t 
lessee that the lease wi l ! be term
ina ted f rom 3 0 J u n e 1 989 . 

I be l ieve the main issue about 
the fu tu re m a n a g e m e n t of the area 
is re la ted to the landscape and its 
s igni f icance. The management plan 
for N a m a d g i requ i res t he Se rv i ce to 
under take a de ta i l ed review of the 
landscape s ign i f i cance of the 
G u d g e n b y s ta t ion and env i rons 
and a de ta i l ed eva luat ion of the 
poss ib le t echn iques and manage
ment cos ts of ach iev ing the land
scape m a n a g e m e n t pol icy ob ject 
ives for the area. 

This review wi l l c o m m e n c e 
shor t ly and be c o m p l e t e d by ear ly 
1989 wel l be fore exp i ry of the lease 
in J u n e of that year. O n c e th is s tudy 
is c o m p l e t e d the re la ted issue of 
the fu tu re of t he area for l andscape 
regenera t ion , l andscape ma in ten 
ance and /o r rec rea t ion can be 
add ressed . 

I shou ld emphas i se that the 
Serv ice has consu l t ed bo th t he 
ACT Parks and Conserva t ion Con
su l ta t ive C o m m i t t e e and the ACT 
Her i tage C o m m i t t e e abou t the 
te rms of re fe rence for th is study. I 
be l ieve the review wi l l p rov ide the 
Serv ice wi th usefu l adv ice on the 
fu tu re m a n a g e m e n t of this part of 
Namadg i . 

I can assu re you that the Serv ice 



9/20 N o v e m b e r - Car Camp (A) 
Murramarang National Park 

Ref: CMA Batemans Bay 
Leader: Dianne Thompson 88 6084 
Phone leader early as bookings are required. Swim, walk 
or just laze around In the magnificent coastal scenery 
around either Merry Beach or Durras South. 

0 N o v e m b e r - S u n d a y Walk (A) 
Shoalhaven River Ref: Bra idwood 1 :100000 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 
Meet at Canberra Station at 0830. A short 10km walk 
along (or in) the Shoalhaven River. Plenty of time for 
swimming and lying around in the sun. 140km drive. 

:0 N o v e m b e r - S u n d a y Walk (C/D) 
Rotten Swamp Ref: Rendezvous Ck 1:25 000 
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005 
Meet at Kambah Village Shops at 0730. A 24km walk with 
a steady ascent of 500m through bush. Not for beginners. 
100km drive. 

!6/27 N o v e m b e r - P a c k Walk (1/2) 
South Coast Ref: Batemans Bay or 

Ulladulla 1:100 000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for precise map details and 
details of this coastal walk. Exact location will depend on 
the availability of fresh water. Numbers limited. 350km 
drive. 

27 November - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Pyramid and Gibraltar Rocks Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Beverley Hammond 88 6577 
Meet at the Tidbinbilla Visitor Information Centre at 0900. 
A 14km walk in the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve to the 
boulders of the Pyramid then cross country to climb 
Gibraltar. Returning by fire trails. 300m climbs. 

3/4 December - Pack Walk (3/4) 
Mt Morgan Ref: Rendezvous Ck 1:25 000 
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 51 5550 (H) 46 2167 (W) 
Contact leader early for details. An exploratory walk in the 
Mt Morgan, Half Moon Peak area. Steep climbs, rock 
scrambling and excellent views. Numbers limited. 300km 
drive. 

4 D e c e m b e r - Sunday Walk (C) 
Mt McKeahnie Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Neville Esau 86 4176 
Meet at the walks register near the site of the Orroral 
Valley Tracking Station at 0800. A 22km walk along 
Orroral Valley with a 500m climb at the end of the Valley. 
Spectacular views over the northern end ot Namadgi 
National Park. Please ring leader for details as this is not 
for beginners. 120km drive. 

11 D e c e m b e r - C h r i s t m a s Party 
Orroral Valley Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: The President 
Meet at the camping ground at Orroral Valley at 1500 
(3.00pm) for the NPA Christmas Party. Members and 
friends welcome. 

Aims and Objects of the Associat ion 

P r o m o t i o n o l n a t i o n a l p a r k s a n d of m e a s u r e s fo r t h e p r o t e c t i o n 
of f a u n a a n d f lora, s c e n e r y a n d na tu ra l f e a t u r e s In the A u s t r a l i a n 
Cap i ta l Te r r i to ry a n d e l s e w h e r e , a n d t h e r e s e r v a t i o n of s p o c l l i c 
a reas . 

I n t e r e s t i n t h e p r o v i s i o n of a p p r o p r i a t e o u t d o o r r e c r e a t i o n 
areas. 

S t i m u l a t i o n of in te res t in, a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n a n d e n j o y m e n t of. 
s u c h n a t u r a l p h e n o m e n a by o r g a n i s e d f i e l d o u t i n g s , m e e t i n g s 
or any o t h e r m e a n s . 

C o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h o r g a n i s a t i o n s a n d p e r s o n s hav ing s imi la r 
i n t e r e s t s a n d ob jec t i ves . 

P r o m o t i o n of, a n d e d u c a t i o n for, n a t u r e c o n s e r v a t i o n , a n d t h e 
p l a n n i n g of l a n d - u s e t o a c h i e v e c o n s e r v a t i o n . 

Points to Note 

N e w f a c e s t o lead, n e w p l a c e s to g o ! 
P lease h e l p t o k e e p o u r O u t i n g s P r o g r a m al ive by v o l u n t e e r i n g 
t o l e a d a w a l k o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
C o n t a c t W a l k s C o n v e n o r S t e v e n F o r s t 5 1 6 8 1 7 (H). 

« * • * » * * 

Al l p e r s o n s j o i n i n g an o u t i n g of the N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n 
of t h e A.C.T. d o s o a s v o l u n t e e r s in a l l r e s p e c t s a n d a s s u c h 
a c c e p t s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y fo r any in ju ry h o w s o e v e r i n c u r r e d 
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e A.C.T., i ts o f f i c e 
b e a r e r s a n d a p p o i n t e d leaders a re a b s o l v e d f r o m a n y l iab i l i ty In 
r e s p e c t o f a n y i n j u r y or d a m a g e s u f f e r e d wh i ls t e n g a g e d in any 
s u c h o u t i n g . 

The C o m m i t t e e s u g g e s t s a d o n a t i o n of FIVE c e n t s per k i l o m e t r e 
( c a l c u l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t dol lar ) be o f f e r e d to t h e d r i v e r b y e a c h 
p a s s e n g e r a c c e p t i n g t ranspor t . Drive and w a l k d i s t a n c e s q u o t e d 
in t h e p r o g r a m are fo r a p p r o x i m a t e r e t u r n j o u r n e y s . 

OUTINGS PROGRAM 

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 1988 

O U T I N G S G U I D E 

D a y W a l k s - Carry l u n c h , d r i n k s a n d p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g . 
P a c k W a l k s - T w o o r m o r e d a y s , c a r r y a l l f o o d a n d c a m p i n g r e q u i r e 

m e n t s , C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y , 
C a r C a m p s - O f t e n l i m i t e d o r n o f a c i l i t i e s . V e h i c l e s t a k e n t o s i t e 

c a n b e u s e d fo r c a m p i n g . B O O K W I T H L E A D E R 
EARLY. 

O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e n a t u r e rambles , f i e l d g u i d e s t u d i e s , s k i t o u r s , 
s n o w c r a f t s , t r e e m a i n t e n a n c e a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s , 

DAY W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
A Up t o 15 km, ma in ly o n t r a c k s or f o r e s t roads , re la t i ve ly f lat 

t e r r a i n o r s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s o p e n b u s h l a n d . 
B Up t o 2 0 k m , m a i n l y o n t r a c k s o r s h o r t e r w a l k s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s 

o p e n b u s h . 
C As fo r 'B ' may i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r ra in , i.e. h e a v y s c r u b , rock 

h o p p i n g o r s c r a m b l i n g o r s t e e p t e r r a i n , 
D Up to 3 0 km, re la t ive ly easy te r ra in or l e s s over t r a c k l e s s or 

s t e e p te r ra in . 

P A C K W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
1 Up t o 1 4 km a day o v e r re la t ive ly easy te r ra in , 
2 Up t o 2 0 km a day, m a y invo lve l o n g a s c e n t s . 
3 As fo r '2 ' may i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r r a i n , ie, h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g o r s c r a m b l i n g . 
4 S t r e n u o u s l o n g d i s t a n c e or m u c h s t e e p c l i m b i n g or very d i f f i c u l t 

t e r ra in . 
5 E x p l o r a t o r y in an a r e a u n f a m i l i a r t o t h e leader . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l b e c o n t a i n e d i n t h e a c t u a l w a l k s p r o g r a m . If 
n e c e s s a r y c o n t a c t leader . 



10/11 September - Weekend Pack Walk (1/2) 
Grassy Creek area Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y . E a s y p a c k w a l k . S e v e r a l k m 
w a l k u p G r a s s y C r e e k f r o m M t C l e a r , t h e n f r o m b a s e c a m p 
d o e x p l o r a t o r y w a l k s i n v o l v i n g 4 0 0 m c l i m b . 1 4 0 k m d r i v e 

11 September - Sunday Ski Trip (C) 
Guthega area Ref: Kosciusko 1:50 000 
Leader: Phil B u b b 46 61 34 (W) 81 4929 (H) 
A c h a l l e n g i n g t r i p l o W h i t e s R i v e r H u t a n d S c h l i n k P a s s 
w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t c l i m b . D o w n D i s a p p o i n t m e n t  S p u r  w i t h 
s o m e w a l k i n g a n d c a r r y i n g s k i s f o r a b o u t 1 h o u r S n o w 
c o n d i t i o n s m a y c a u s e c h a n g e s . C o n t a c t l e a d e r e a r l y for 
d e t a i l s . E x p e r i e n c e s k i e r s 4 5 0 k m d r i v e 

15 September - Thursday Weekday Walk (A) 
Ginninderra Fa l ls Ref: ACT 1:100000 
Leader: Gladys Joyce 95 6959 
M e e t : C a r p a r k a t e n t r a n c e t o G i n n i n d e r r a R e s e r v e 1 0 0 0 
W a l k s o n t r a c k s t o s e e f a l l s a n d d o w n t o M u r r u m b i d g e e 
4 / 5 k m . 1 0 0 m c l i m b E n t r a n c e c h a r g e P e n s i o n e r s f r e e . 

18 September - Suinday Walk (A) 
Brandy Flat Hut Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader. Jean Marsha l l 31 3443 
M e e l K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 9 3 0 f o r 8 k m w a l k a n t i r e 
t r a i l f r o m G l e n d a l e C r o s s i n g l o B r a n d y F l a t H u t 8 0 k m 
d r i v e . 

21 September - Wednesday Meeting (A) 
Walks Program Meet ing Ref; Canberra UBD 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 
M e e t m g t o b e h e l d at D i a n n e T h o m p s o n ' s r e s i d e n c e . 4 1 
M a r a n b o y S t F i s h e r f r o m 1 9 3 0 (7 3 0 p m ) T h e m e e t i n g w i l l 
p l a n I h e w a l k s p r o g r a m l o r J a n u a r y - A p r i l 1989. d i s c u s s 
p r o p o s a l s l o r a n e w w a l k s g r a d i n g s y s t e m , s e l e c t a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e s y s t e m fo r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n a n d d i s c u s s a n y 
o t h e r b u s i n e s s A l l w e l c o m e . 

24/25 September - Car Camp 
Berrima - Box Vale Track 

Ref: Burragorang 1:100 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y for d e t a i l s o ' t h i s p e a s a n t 
c a r c a m p A r r i v e b y l u n c h t i m e S a t u r d a y a n d w a l k a r o u n d 
o u l s k u l s o l B e r r i m a m a f t e r n o o n S u n d a y a n h i s - i n n c w a l k 
o n B o x v a l e T r a c k , p o s s i b l y c o n h n u m y a l o n g the- N a t t a i 
R i v e r t o M i t t a g o n g 

1/2/3 O c t o b e r - Pack Walk (3) 
Coo l a m i n e to Orroral Ref: Rendezvous Ck 1 :25 000 
Leader: Ross Car l ton 86 3892 
P l e a s e c o n t a c t l e a d e r e a r l y a s n u m b e r s a r e l i m i t e d a n d 
t r a n s p o r t n u i St b e b o o k e d A 4 0 k i n w a l k n n n n h , o n hi - |r. ul'_. 
f o l l o w i n g t h e P a c k o l I h e e a r l y s e l t k - r s N u l l thiL. .-...ilk i-" 
d f t p e n d n nt o n t h o w e a t h p i a n o m m i t i e r s l " nl • l i . . 

9 October Sunday Walk (A ) 
T w o S ' . i c l - s R o j i d R i . . A C i • . ' ! ' ) , . i 
L e a o s . r : S o p h 1 * ? C a t o n -17 M i i - i p . : >' 

9 O c t o b e r - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Nursery Swamp Headquarters 

Ref: Rendezvous C k 1:25 000 
Leader: Lyle Mark 86 2801 
M e e t a t K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s at 0 8 3 0 . A 1 2 k m w a l k o n 
b u s h t r a c k s t o v i s i t t h e r o c k p a i n t i n g s a n d t a i l s at t h e 
i . e a d w a t e r s of N u r s e r y S w a m p 1 0 0 k m d r i v e 

13 O c t o b e r - T h u r s d a y Walk (A/B) 
Booroomba Rocks Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Olive Buckman 48 8774 
M e e l a t K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s a t 0 9 0 0 A 9 k m w a l k a l o n g 
l i r e t r a i l s , t r a c k s a n d l i g h l s c r u b , t o a h i g h p o m t w i t h 
e x t e n s i v e 3 6 0 d e g r e e v i e w s f r o m a n a r e a of g r a n i t e 
o u t c r o p s 3 0 0 m c l i m b 5 0 k m d r i v e 

1 5 October - Saturday Walk (A) 
Map Interpretat ion/Compass Navigation 
Leader: Marqus Karilaid 58 7734 o r 4 8 6149 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y 1 O c t o b e r a s n u m b e r a r e l i nn t e d . W h a t 
is a H A N D R A I L , t h e n e e d l e - i n - a - h a y s t a c k a p p r o a c h , 
c o n t r o l l e d l o s t n e s s . t h e b l i n d f a i t h b u s h w a l k e r . r e - s e c t i o n s ? 
C o m e a n d f i n d o u t ! I n c l u d e s e x p e r i e n c e o n B l a c k M o u n t a i n 
o r M t M a i u r a . 

15 O c t o b e r - Saturday Walk (B) 
Corin Dam Lookout Ret: T idbinbi l la 1:25 000, 

Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Charles Hill 95 8924 
M e e t in K e l t S i a l o n g s i d e K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s a i 0 9 0 0 
A 1 2 k m w a l k m a i n l y a l o n g f ire t r a i l s a n d t r a c k s b i n s o m e of f 
t r a c k w a l k i n g . S l e e p in p l a c e s . W a l k f r o m T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e 
R e s e r v e u p l o F i s h i n g  g a p  a n d s o u t h a l o n g t h e r i d g e w i t h 
e x c e l l e n t v i e w p o i n t s 5 3 0 m c l i m b . 7 0 k m d r i v e 

1 5/1 6 October - Pack Walk (1 / C ) 
M t Talaterang Ref: C M W Budawangs 
Leader: Steven Forst 51 6817 
C o n t a d l e a d e r t o r d e t a i l s of I h i s w a l k t o a l e s s v i s i t e d h i g h 
p o i n t i n I h e B u d a w a n g s A s h o r t w a l k w i t h p a c k s t o a 
c a m p s i l e o n t o p of a w a t e r l a l l t h e n a n o p t i o n s h a r d e r d a y 
w a l k u p t o t h e s u m m i t a n d b a c k t o p i c k u p p a c k s b e f o r e 
r e t u r n i n g t o t h e c a r s E x c e l l e n t v i e w y b u t n u m b e r s m u s t b e 
l i m i t e d . 4 0 0 k m d r i v e 

23 October - Sunday Walk (B/C) 
T idbinbi l la Peak and Camel Ridge 

Ref: T idbinbi l la 1:25 000 
Leader: O l i v e Buckman 48 8774 
M e e t at t h e co r n~r o l E u ' u r n h f i i e Dr i JO a n d C o t t e r R n .it 
0 9 0 0 A 1 4 k m v. a Ik al.->nu. In (•: I r . i l l s a n d t hr o u ' ]h s o m e l i g h t 
b u s h s c r u b t o T i d b i n b i l l a P-.'-ik a l o n o . t h ^ n d g - ^ ' s o m e rrn.h 
s c r a m b l e s ] l o C a m e l s H u m p a n d r r t u : n h . i h n f i n - t ' j i l 
7 0 k m r)r i v 3 

29 /30 October - P a c k Walk (5) 
W i n e G l a s s T o r a n d T r m ' s G i ' U . R e * T Q U n f l 1 • 2 5 0 0 0 
t o i d i r ; l " . ' i . r ' 

30 October - Sunday Walk (A) 
Smokers Flat and Square Rock 

Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Graham Guttr idge 31 4330 
M e e t i n g at K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s at 0 8 3 0 . A n e a s y 1 2 k m 
w a l k u p S m o k e r s T r a i l f o r a b i l l y t e a a t S m o k e r s F l a t w h e r e 
y o u w i l l h a v e I h e c h o i c e o f t a k i n g a l o n g l u n c h a n d a d o z e 
oi c o n t i n u i n g o n t o t h e g o o d v i e w s f r o m S q u a r e R o c k . 
T h e n r e l u m i n g t o S m o k e r s F l a t b e f o r e p e r h a p s t r y i n g a 
d i t f e r e n t r o u t e t h r o u g h l i g h l s c r u b To t h e c a r s 8 0 k m d r i v e . 

5 November - Saturday Walk (A) 
Black Mountain Morning Field Study 

Ref: Canberra UBD 
Leader: George Chippendale 81 2454 
M e e t a t t h e B e l c o n n e n W a y e n t r a n c e t o B l a c k M o u n t a i n 
R e s e r v e a t 0 9 3 0 . A m o r n i n g r a m b l e t o v i e w I h e s p r i n g 
f l o w e r s m B l a c k M o u n t a i n R e s e r v e . 

5/6 N o v e m b e r - P a c k Walk (1) 
Hidden Valley Ref: Endrick 1:25 000 
Leader: Dianne Thompson 88 6084 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y f o r d e t a i l s of t h i s d e l i g h t f u l 
p a c k w a l k in i h e B u d a w a n g s V i s i t S t y l e s C r e e k . P a g o d a  
R o c k s a n d t h e A b o r i q i n a l r o c k a r r a n g e m e n t o n O u i l t y ^ 
M o u n t a i n . 2 5 k m waiK a n a 3 4 0 k m d r i v e . 

9 November - Wednesday Walk (A) 
Lake George Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Betty Campbel l 81 1711 
M e e t a l t h e c o a s t r o a d j u n c t i o n a t B u n g e n d o r e a t 0 9 0 0 . 
T r u s w i U b e a g e n i i e l o c a l w a l k a l o n g L a k e G e o r g e f o o t h i l l s 
w i t h b i r d w a t c h i n g B r i n g y o u r l u n c h a n d b i n o c u l a r s 8 0 k m 
d r i v e . 

11 /1 2/1 3 November - Ski Lodge Weekend 
Charlotte Pass Ref: Kosciusko 1:100000 
Leaders: John Harris/Ian Haynes 51 4762 
A r r i v e F r i d a y n i g h t o r S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g b y 0 9 0 0 . D o y o u r 
o w n t h i n g , j o m a n o r g a n i s e d w a l k o r j u s t r e l a x . P l e a s e 
c o n t a c t l e a d e r o r t h e L o d g e M a n a g e r e s s S o u t h e r n A l p s 
S k i L o d g e ( 0 6 4 7 5 2 2 3 ) b e f o r e 3 N o v e m b e r . N D A m e m b e r s 
o n l y 4 2 0 k m d n v t ; 

1 2 November - Saturday Walk (B/C) 
Mt Domain Ref: Tidbinbi l la 1:25 000 
Leader: Dugald Munro 31 8776 
M e e t at t h e c o r n e r of E u c u m b e n e D r i v e a n d C o l t e . ' R d a t 
0 8 3 0 A l 2 k m w a l k u p F i s h i n g G a p F i r e T r a i l t h r o u g h o p e n 
b u s h t o M t Doma in lo r g o o d v i e w s , t h e n d o w n L y r e b i r d 
S p u r A s t e e p d e s c e n t a n d a s h u i t c dr s h u H l e 6 9 0 m c l i m b 
a n d 7 0 k m d r i v e 

12/13 November - Pack W a l k (3) 
Northern Budawangs Ref: Endrick 1:25000 
Leader: Denise Robin 81 4837 
C ' u n L i i t l e . K l e : b . W e d r l a . , d i : .' • 7 \ ^ / . a i k \ t . r t s 
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Gudgenby 

-Sketch by J. Hooke 

TIC 

wil l m a n a g e t h e area sens i t ive ly 
a n d app ly a p p r o p r i a t e r e s o u r c e s to 
e n s u r e tha t t h e qua l i t ies of t h e 
ex is t ing cu l tu ra l l andscape are 
ma in ta ined . 
Y o u r s s incere ly , 

R.J. Mur ray 
A / g D i rec to r 
ACT Parks & Conserva t ion Serv ice 
6 Ju ly 1 9 8 8 

Dear J u d i t h , 

G u d g e n b y 

This is in r e s p o n s e t o your inv i ta t ion 
to c o m m e n t on p a g e 6 of Bul le t in 
25 No 4. 

In Bul le t in 25:3 , page 4, Kevin 
Frawley s ta tes that graz ing is incon
s is tent w i t h c u r r e n t Austra l ian 
Nat ional Parks ph i losophy , a n d 
that fa lse c o m p a r i s o n s s h o u l d not 
be d r a w n b e t w e e n our nat ional 
parks a n d t h o s e of Br i ta in a n d t h e 
USA. 

W e are not o b l i g e d t o adopt Aus
tra l ian Nat iona l Parks ph i losophy , 
a n d wh i le t h e r e is no harm in mak ing 
c o m p a r i s o n s w i t h f o r e i g n nat ional 
parks, w e a re not o b l i g e d to a d o p t 
the i r p h i l o s o p h y either. It is our 
m e m b e r s w h o s h o u l d d i c t a t e our 
po l ic ies a n d n o b o d y else. 

As t o t h e G u d g e n b y graz ing , I 
p r e s u m e t h a t it is a C o m m i t t e e 
d e c i s i o n t o s u p p o r t t h e t e r m i n a t i o n 
of t h e lease. If I am c o r r e c t in th is , I 
t h i n k it s h o u l d be c lear ly s ta ted . No 
o n e c o u l d t h e n take e x c e p t i o n . But 
t o say tha t it has t h e Association's 
suppor t , as Kevin d o e s in t h e last 
s e n t e n c e of his inadver ten t omiss
ion (Bul le t in 25:4) may or may not 
be cor rec t . T h i s c a n be e s t a b l i s h e d 
only t h r o u g h a reso lu t ion at a 
g e n e r a l m e e t i n g or t h r o u g h a 
ques t ionna i re . W e n e e d t o bear in 
m i n d tha t t h e C o m m i t t e e , for all i ts 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s work , c a n n o t a lways 
p lease everybody . T h e C o m m i t t e e 
s h o u l d bear th is in m ind too, a n d 
not t ake it a m i s s if s o m e m e m b e r s 
d issent f r o m a C o m m i t t e e dec is ion . 
They can p u t a d i s s e n t i n g view, 
w i t h o u t rancour, t h r o u g h a pr ivate 

le t ter t o t h e re levant Author i ty , w i t h 
a c o p y t o t h e Secretary as a cour tesy 
matter . 

If t h e G u d g e n b y lease is t e r m i n 
a t e d b e f o r e t h e r e i s a fu l l - t ime care
t a k e r for t h e h o m e s t e a d , t h e lou ts 
wi l l move in a n d f o u l it. Any d o u b t s 
on tha t s c o r e can be d i s p e l l e d by a 
look at t h e a b a n d o n e d t r a c k i n g 
s t a t i o n s or by a ta lk t o t h o s e w h o 
have t r i e d t o care for t h e Frankl in 
Chalet, the o l d B o b o y a n homestead , 
or t h e huts in Namadg i . The lease 
s h o u l d not be t e r m i n a t e d be fore 
t h e f u t u r e of G u d g e n b y h o m e s t e a d 
is secure . U n t i l t h e n , I f o r o n e w o u l d 
prefer a herd of ca t t l e on G u d g e n b y 
t h a n a herd of p igs in t h e house, a n d 
tha t is t h e c h o i c e w e are f a c e d w i t h . 

S incere ly , 

Rober t S t o r y 
5 J u l y 1 9 8 8 

Dear Editor, 
O n G u d g e n b y a n d t h e F u t u r e o f 
G r a z i n g i n A u s t r a l i a n N a t i o n a l 

P a r k s 

Kevin Frawley, in us ing t h e example 
of G u d g e n b y to a d v o c a t e an ideol 
ogy of to ta l e x c l u s i o n of g raz ing 
f r o m all Aust ra l ian nat iona l parks, 
s e e m s u n d u l y z e a l o u s t o bel i t t le 
t h e va lue o f E u r o p e a n c u l t u r a l her
i tage ( inc lud ing representa t ive 
e l e m e n t s of grazing) . Yet I imag ine 
that most NPA members as a mat ter 
of civi l ised pr inciple share a c o n c e r n 
not on ly tha t t h e natura l her i tage , 
b u t a lso t h e E u r o p e a n a n d A b o r i g 
inal cu l tu ra l her i tage , s h o u l d be 
p r o t e c t e d w h e t h e r or not t h e s e 
exist w i th in Aust ra l ian nat ional 
parks. 

I t h e r e f o r e d issen t f r o m Kevin 
Frawley*s thes is (Bul le t ins 2 5 / 3 
and 25/4) that the European cultural 
her i tage at best is of m inor va lue in 
Aust ra l ian nat ional parks, a n d may 
be repugnant t o t h e p u r p o s e of 
nat ional parks. S u c h v iews o f ten 
der ive f r o m w i l d e r n e s s doc t r ines . I 
a l s o have n o e m p a t h y w i t h t h e s o r t 
of reason ing w h i c h d o w n g r a d e s 
t h e E u r o p e a n cu l tu ra l her i tage at 
G u d g e n b y , s imply b e c a u s e o t h e r 

e x a m p l e s exist e lsewhere , eg near 
B r a i d w o o d . T h e s a m e k i n d of reas
o n i n g equa l ly w o u l d d o w n g r a d e 
N a m a d g i Nat iona l Park, b e c a u s e 
o t h e r na t iona l parks l i kewise exist 
near B r a i d w o o d and in t h e S n o w y 
M o u n t a i n s . 

Kevin Frawley w i t h o u t c a u s e 
a lso d isparages m u c h tha t can be 
l ea rned f rom overseas e x p e r i e n c e 
w i t h nat ional parks, and resor ts t o 
'Aunt Sally" asser t ions tha t Engl ish 
tas te requ i res c o n t e n t e d cat t le 
graz ing in a 'p re t ty pretty* park - l ike 
l andscape . Th is has n o t h i n g what 
soever t o d o w i t h t h e cu l tu ra l s ignif 
i c a n c e of g raz ing w h i c h c a m e very 
ear ly w i t h E u r o p e a n se t t l ement , 
nor w i th the w a y t h e present land
s c a p e at G u d g e n b y c lose ly e v o k e s 
t h e l andscape as it w o u l d have 
been s e e n t h e r e by t h e ear ly w h i t e 
sett lers. The s a m e is t rue in Victoria, 
w h e r e cat t le g r a z i n g w i t h i n e c o l o g 
ical ly sus ta inab le n u m b e r s s h o u l d 
be re ta ined in p e r p e t u i t y on at least 
s o m e of t h e h i g h l a n d leases as an 
essent ia l part of t h e Aust ra l ian 
cu l tu ra l her i tage. 

Final ly on b igot ry - t h i s c a n be 
exp lo i ted for shor t t e r m ga ins even 
by g o o d causes l ike conserva t ion 
and nat ional parks, but t h e p rocess 
t o o soon leads t o f i x e d un i fo rmi ty of 
r e g i m e n t e d o p i n i o n , a n d unnec
essary c o n t e m p t for p e o p l e h o l d i n g 
s imi lar but not ident ica l v iews. T h e 
resul ts are we l l e x e m p l i f i e d by rel
ig ious b igo t ry w h i c h recur ren t l y 
i n d u c e s d isgrace fu l con f l i c t bet
w e e n and w i t h i n re l ig ions. Env i ron
menta l b igo t ry l ikewise leads t o 
d iv is ion over s p u r i o u s o r t h o d o x i e s 
a m o n g conserva t ion is ts , u l t imate ly 
w e a k e n i n g t h e real cause . In Vic
toria, pub l ic s u p p o r t for an i n t e g 
rated a lp ine nat iona l park c lear ly 
has been r e t a r d e d by t h e p e r c e i v e d 
threat t o ca t t l e g raz ing t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e h igh lands, a n d t h e w i l d e r n e s s 
ex t remis ts w h o i l legal ly b u r n e d 
d o w n t h r e e m o u n t a i n huts s o m e 
years ago a lso d id l i t t le to p r o m o t e 
pub l ic e s t e e m for the i r cause . 

P ieter Arr iens 



Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor, 

I'm in the p rocess of wr i t ing a book 
on the Hume& Hovell Walk ing Track. 
It wi l l have sec t ions dea l ing w i th : 
- H u m e & Hovel l 's ac tua l j ou rney 

in 1824 -25 
- The cons t ruc t i on of the t rack by 

the NSW Dept of Lands 
- Peop le ( Indiv idual and Club) w h o 

wa l ked sec t i ons of the t rack 
dur ing t he t ime of cons t ruc t i on 
or at the t ime of the o f f i c ia l / 
inaugura l open ing wa lk in Oct
o b e r / N o v e m b e r 1988. 
I've been in c lose con tac t w i th 

the Depa r tmen t ot Lands and have 
had its b less ing and help in wha t 
I'm do ing . 

It wou ld be apprec ia ted if, th rough 
your mee t i ngs and your Newslet ter , 
your m e m b e r s were made aware of 
my in ten t ions . 

I w o u l d l ike to hear f rom peop le 
{ i nd iv idua ls /g roups /c lubs ) w h o 
have w a l k e d or i n tend to walk sect
ions of the track, or those w h o 
might |oin in the o f f i c ia l / inaugura l 
open ing walk in Oc tobe r /November 
1988. 

I wou ld then inc lude an Appendix 
to the book l ist ing names of walkers, 
da te of walk, sec t ions wa l ked , 
c o m m e n t s , etc. 

If I can be of ass is tance to any of 
your members , in p rov id ing in form
a t ion about the track. I w o u l d be 
only too p leased to do so. I can be 
c o n t a c t e d at 121 Da lhunty Street , 
Tumut NSW 2 7 2 0 or by phone. 
(Tumut 0 6 9 - 4 7 2093) . 

To help es tab l i sh my c reden t i a l s 
I am: 
- A ret i red pr imary school Pr incipal . 
- Pres ident of Ta lb ingo and Distr ict 

Bushwa lke rs Club. 
- Invo lved in res to ra t ion work on 

bu i ld ings in the K N P w i th KHA 
and others. 

- Au thor of severa l ar t ic les in 
recent ed i t i ons of " S n o w y River 
Count ry" . 

Yours s incere ly . 

Harry Hil l 

22 Ju ly 1988 

1 

Dear Editor, 

B u z z Of f 

The Managemen t Plan for Namadg i 
Nat iona l park makes prov is ion for 
Service exerc ises subject to specif ic 
gu ide l i nes but w i th t he prov is ion 
that the forces wil l be e n c o u r a g e d 
to seek a l te rna t ive loca t ions 
(cl 11 .1 ; p90). 

Recen t l y on a mid -week wa lk my 
par ty had a new w i lde rness exper
ience in the w i l de rness zone of the 
park as w e c l imbed Mt Burb idge 
and Mt Kel ly and so cou ld c lear ly 
observe and more impor tan t ly hear 
a naval exerc ise be ing car r ied out. 
For a per iod of four hours we were 
c i rc led by two Navy he l i cop te rs 
who l ike angry ho rne ts s e e m e d to 
be in tent on insemina t ing the 
largest bou lde rs on the ad jo in ing 
r idges. Th ink ing they were go ing 
back to base was a fa lse p remise as 
they w o u l d appear again low d o w n 
in the in te rven ing va l leys to make 
near land ings in the meadows . 

Perhaps this form of exerc ise is 
the least harmfu l in c rea t ing 
eco log ica l d a m a g e apart f rom dis
tu rb ing t he mid-day s ies tas of the 
fauna but to us seek ing w i l de rness 
so l i tude the h igh dec ibe l s e n g e n 
dered by their prox imi ty was ge t t ing 
to be just too much . 

It is bad e n o u g h to be on t he 
f l ight path of t he h igher f ly ing 
commerc i a l ae rop lanes regular ly 
pass ing on the i r way to and f rom 
Me lbourne . For tunate ly for us we 
were on the way out w h e n the 
he l i cop te rs re tu rned the next day. 

There must be areas in s ta te 
fo res ts w h e r e e x t e n d e d exe rc i ses 
such as these cou ld be car r ied out 
w i th equa l fac i l i ty ra ther than by 
in t rud ing into t he so l i tude of a 
w i lde rness zone of a nat iona l park. 

Reg A lder 
2 Ju ly 1988 

Morning at 
Yuraygir 

A-

Ross Carlton 

With the f i rst fa int f lush of co lour in 
the east the honeyea te rs s tar ted . 
They ch i rped and c h a t t e r e d in half 
a dozen d ia lec ts wh i le they and I 
toge ther wa i ted for the sun. L ike all 
keen f i shermen the ganne ts were 
a l ready out at sea and hard at work. 
At last the sun appea red and wi th it 
c a m e the f irst fa int s t i r r ings of a 
b reeze in t hecasua r i nas . The bank-
sias sat st i f f ly and did not de ign to 
move. The sun laid a go lden pathway 
from the e d g e of the wor ld r ight t o j 
my feet. 

Sudden ly there was an explos ion 
of co lour and s o u n d as the lo r ikeets 
arr ived. Ra inbows and scahes to
gether . They f lashed ove rhead w i th 
the newbo rn sun l igh t ca t ch ing the 
ex t ravagance of the i r co lours as 
they w h e e l e d and d i sappeared and 
re tu rned over and over. The honey-
ea ters were fo rgo t ten , the i r co lou rs 
and their ch i rp ing comp le te l y over
c o m e by the f renzy of the new
comers : For the m o m e n t t he wor ld 
was full of lo r ikeets and ex is ted 
only fo r them. On some pre-arranged 
s igna l they d e s c e n d e d on the t rees 
a l l a round me. And n o w t h e b a n k s i a s 
moved. They w e r e al ive w i th move
ment, the i r b ranches w e i g h e d 
down w i th the mass of birds. Then 
suddenly they were off again, whizz-^ 
ing by, i nches f rom my face. Under 
my arms, b e t w e e n the b ranches . In 
seconds they w e r e gone . But they 
w o u l d sure ly be back for the next 
act. 

Dur ing a lull in the p roceed ings I 
heard a fami l iar s c r e e c h i n g and 
there , just above the t ree tops , was 
a f lock of b lack c o c k a t o o s f lapp ing 
their le isure ly way to a breakfast 
e lsewhere . Observ ing the who le 
bus iness wi th a very d isda in fu l look 
was a spang led d rongo . He sat in 
his b lack suit, very upr igh t and 
proper on an exposed perch , but 
fo rbore to commen t . Not so the fr iar 
birds. They w e r e t he last to awaken , 
but w h e n they d id, they d i scussed 
the morn ing 's revels in noisy a n d 
i r r i ta ted tones be fo re they too sa id 
g race a n d wen t to breakfast . Lori
keets, of course , never say grace. 



Glendale Trees 1988 
Charles Hill 

O u r annua l survey w a s car r ied out 
o n 12 M a y 8 8 . A f t e r s e e i n g t h e 
t rees at t h e 1 9 8 7 survey a n d a lso 
ear ly in December , t h e survey t e a m 
w a s p leasant ly s u r p r i s e d at t h e 
results . Not on ly w e r e t h e losses 
less t h a n e x p e c t e d , but t h e fo l i age 
l o o k e d in g o o d c o n d i t i o n w i t h a 
m a r k e d r e d u c t i o n in insec t d a m a g e . 
Desp i te c o n t i n u e d h igh temper 
a tures a n d lack of rain ear ly in 
1988 , t h e six m o n t h s b e f o r e t h e 
survey w e r e ev ident ly f a v o u r a b l e 
for t h e t rees. It w a s a lso p leas ing to 
see t h e g o o d natura l r egenera t ion 
of s n o w g u m s a r o u n d t h e smal l 
c o p s e of p re -ex is t ing s n o w g u m s on 
t h e upper b a n k of t h e river at t h e 
s o u t h e r n e n d of t h e s i te . 

Two tab les s h o w i n g losses a n d 
g r o w t h over t h e last f ive years are 
appended . Again this y e a r t h e t a b l e s 
s h o w tha t w e have not on ly lost 
t rees, but also lost g r o w t h c o m p a r e d 
w i th t h e previous years; h igh g rowth 
has d ied and regrowth has occur red 
at lower o r g r o u n d level. T h e cent ra l 
area of t h e s i te has f a r e d w o r s t w i t h 
losses a n d regress ion to r e g r o w t h 
at t h e base. M o s t of t h e E. b r idges-
iana a n d E. rub ida a r e u n d e r o n e 
met re in he ight b e c a u s e of t h e 
regress ion . On t h e o t h e r h a n d a 
s ign i f icant n u m b e r of E. pauc i f lo ra 
and E. s te l lu la ta are over t h r e e 
m e t r e s in height . 

Several t rees have been d a m 
aged . K a n g a r o o s hit s o m e t rees 
w h e n s ta r t l ed at n ight , bu t usual ly 
t h e t rees are f l ex ib le e n o u g h t o 
e s c a p e damage; s o m e t rees have 
been hit by t h e Park mower /s lasher; 
and s o m e have b e e n b r o k e n off at 
veh ic le b u m p e r bar level. T w o or 
t h r e e of t h e t r e e s a re ev ident ly 
espec ia l ly s u c c u l e n t a n d are 
repea ted ly n i b b l e d over a per iod , 
p robab ly by kangaroos . By t h e 
large n u m b e r of large d r o p p i n g s , 
many adul t k a n g a r o o s graze at t h e 
si te , usual ly on grass a n d low veg
e ta t ion . 

The w o m b a t w h o l ives in t h e 
h u g e b u r r o w n e a r t h e large rock not 
far f r o m t h e river is o b v i o u s l y f i t a n d 
we l l , bu t t h e t ree w e p lan ted nearby 
has s u c c u m b e d t o be ing part ia l ly 
bur ied repea ted ly by t h e spo i l f r o m 
t h e hole. 

It n o w r e m a i n s t o b e s e e n 
w h e t h e r t h e n u m e r o u s t r e e s w i t h 
regrowth f rom the base will establ ish 
a s t r o n g leader t o c o n t i n u e t r u n k 
g r o w t h in t h e n o r m a l manner . 

TREE GROWTH 
S p e c i e s D a t e U n d e r 3 0 c m 3 0 - 9 0 c m O v e r 9 0 c m T o t a l s 

N o % N o % N o % N o % 
£ bridgesiana 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 2 1 11 1 5 8 8 2 14 7 1 9 3 1 0 0 
( A p p l e Box) 2 4 . 4 . 8 5 11 6 1 4 6 7 8 3 0 1 6 1 8 7 1 0 0 

28 .5 .86 5 9 3 4 8 3 4 7 . 5 3 2 18.5 1 7 4 1 0 0 
15 .5 .87 7 4 6 1 . 5 3 1 2 6 15 12 .5 1 2 0 1 0 0 
12 .5 .88 5 8 5 9 3 4 3 5 6 6 9 8 1 0 0 

£ pauciflora 22 .3 .84 5 2 2 12 5 2 6 2 6 2 3 1 0 0 
( S n o w G u m ) 24 .4 .85 1 5 1 0 4 7 . 5 1 0 4 7 . 5 21 1 0 0 

28 .5 .86 1 5 5 2 4 15 7 1 2 1 1 0 0 
15 .5 .87 0 0 1 5 19 9 5 2 0 1 0 0 
12 .5 .88 1 6 7 4 7 7 4 7 15 1 0 0 

£ rubida 22 .3 .84 2 0 16 91 7 3 14 11 1 2 5 1 0 0 Candlebark
 24 .4 .85 9 7 81 6 6 3 3 2 7 1 2 3 1 0 0 

28 .5 .86 1 7 1 5 61 5 3 3 7 3 2 115 1 0 0 
15 .5 .87 2 9 2 8 5 2 5 0 2 3 2 2 1 0 4 1 0 0 
12 .5 .88 5 0 6 0 2 3 2 8 10 12 8 3 1 0 0 

£ stellulata 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 19 31 4 0 6 6 2 3 61 1 0 0 
( B l a c k Sal lee) 2 4 . 4 . 8 5 3 6 2 7 5 8 17 3 6 4 7 1 0 0 

2 8 . 5 . 8 6 3 7 6 14 3 4 7 9 4 3 1 0 0 
15 .5 .87 1 2.5 5 12 3 5 8 5 . 5 4 1 1 0 0 
12.5 .88 - - 6 13 4 2 8 7 4 8 1 0 0 

T O T A L S 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 6 5 16 3 0 1 7 5 3 6 9 4 0 2 1 0 0 
2 4 . 4 . 8 5 2 4 6 2 6 4 7 0 9 0 2 4 3 7 8 1 0 0 
28 .5 .86 8 0 22 .5 1 5 5 4 4 1 1 8 3 3 . 5 3 5 3 1 0 0 
15 .5 .87 1 0 4 3 6 . 5 8 9 3 1 9 2 32 .5 2 8 5 1 0 0 
12 .5 .88 1 0 9 4 5 7 0 2 8 6 5 2 7 2 4 4 1 0 0 

TREE TOTALS AND LOSSES 
S p e c i e s D a t e T o t a l s A n n u a l L o s s C u m u l a t i v e L o s s 

N o % N o % 
£ bridgesiana 4 .6 .83 2 1 3 
( A p p l e Box) 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 1 9 3 2 0 9 

2 4 . 4 . 8 5 1 8 7 6 3 2 6 12 
2 8 . 5 . 8 6 1 7 4 13 7.5 3 9 18 
15 .5 .87 1 2 0 5 4 3 1 9 3 4 3 . 5 
12 .5 .88 9 8 2 2 18 1 1 5 5 4 

£ pauciflora 4.6 .83 2 5 
{ S n o w G u m ) 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 2 3 2 8 

2 4 . 4 . 8 5 2 1 2 9 4 16 
28 .5 .86 21 0 0 4 16 
15 .5 .87 2 0 1 5 5 2 0 
12 .5 .88 15 5 2 5 1 0 4 0 

£ rubida 4 .6 .83 1 3 7 
( C a n d e l b a r k ) 22 .3 .84 1 2 5 12 9 

24 .4 .85 1 2 3 2 2 1 4 1 0 
28 .5 .86 1 1 5 6 6.5 2 2 16 
15.5.S7 1 0 4 1 1 9.5 3 3 2 4 
12 .5 .88 8 3 21 2 0 5 4 3 9 

£ stellulata 4.6 .83 9 0 
( B l a c k Sal lee) 2 2 . 3 . 8 4 61 2 9 3 2 

24 .4 .85 4 7 14 2 3 4 3 4 8 
2 8 . 5 . 8 6 4 3 4 9.5 4 7 5 2 
15 .5 .87 4 1 2 4 .5 4 9 54 .5 
12 .5 .88 48 (1 ) + 7 ( 1 ) + 1 7 4 2 4 7 

T O T A L S 4 .6 .83 4 6 5 
22 .3 .84 4 0 2 6 3 14 
24 .4 .85 3 7 8 2 4 6 8 7 19 
2 8 . 5 . 8 6 3 5 3 2 5 6.5 1 1 2 2 4 
15 .5 .87 2 8 5 6 8 19 .5 1 8 0 3 8 . 5 
12 .5 .88 2 4 4 41 14 2 2 1 4 7 . 5 

(1) T h e increase of £ stellulata in 1 9 8 8 is d u e to : 
a. a favourab le s e a s o n w h i c h has s e e n new s h o o t s o n s o m e t rees 

prev ious ly t h o u g h t dead; a n d 
b. a smal l n u m b e r of t rees prev ious ly c lass i f i ed as E rubida n o w 

a p p e a r i n g m o r e l ike E. stellulata, w i t h s o m e unusua l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
(perhaps hybrids?) 



Just Briefly-
Our cong ra tu la t i ons to Jean Curr ie 
w h o w a s awa rded the Meda l of the 
Order of Aust ra l ia in the Queen ' s 
B i r thday Honou rs list. 

• • • 

More congra tu la t ions , and our best 
w i s h e s t o Mary and P e t e r O r m a y y o n 
the bir th of the i r son Danny on 14 
July. A b ro ther for Lowana. 

• • • 

Saturday 's fog had c leared to br ight 
b lue skies, so w e ta i l -enders were 
op t im is t i c on that Sunday as the 
leaders d i sappeared into the murky 
damp up ahead . C o m e midday 
however , and the re we were , l ike 
carcasses in a coo l - room, ch i l led to 
the bone on a Mt Majura sadd le , 
hur r ied ly c o n s u m i n g our sand
w iches , the soone r to resume the 
w a r m e r act iv i ty of c l imb ing . The sun 
did appear patch i ly in the late after
noon. I ronical ly, as w e re tu rned to 
the cars, it d i rec ted its l ight on the 
r idge a long w h i c h we had wa l ked 
earl ier. Acco rd i ng to the ABC News, 
Canber ra 's m a x i m u m tempera tu re 
for that Sunday was 7 deg rees C. 
Ins ide the c loud over M o u n t s 
Majura-A ins l ie that day, it was con 
s iderab ly lower than that. No pr izes 
for guess ing the wea the r next day. 
Yes, M o n d a y b e g a n a week, for t he 
most part, of c lear sk ies and sun
sh ine. Wel l , wha teve r the weather , 
there is a lways the wa rm c o m p a n 
ionsh ip of o the r m e m b e r s and 
en thus iasm of the leaders to lift our 
spirits. This walk had 28 part ic ipants. 
The cos ies t was l i t t le And rew 
Ga tenby t ravel l ing papoose sty le, 
and in a t rendy p a d d e d space suit. 
Thank you Jud i t h Webster . 

• * • 

S o m e o n e n a m e d Jud i t h re tu rned 
f rom last May 's Mt Bu rb idge wa lk 
spor t ing s o m e impress ive bru ises. 
These, s h e s a i d , had resu l ted f rom a 
nasty fall on the way in to c a m p 
whi ls t car ry ing a larg ish p lum 
pudd ing in a billy. (Perhaps it w a s 
on the way out ie. i n te res t ing to 
know wha t % proof a lcoho l w a s in 
that pudd ing , or w a s the re b randy in 
the cus ta rd sauce?) 

* * * 

There are those of you w h o th ink 
our l i t t le Audrey w o u l d never be 
m e a n e n o u g h t o p lay a p rac t i ca l 
joke. Wel l in fu ture, look more 
c lose ly at t hose smi l ing b lue eyes 
and you may discover a mischievous 
tw ink le . The fo l low ing admiss ion is 
to ld in her own words . 

Next t ime you ' re rambl ing a long the 
t racks in t he ra in fores t up Binna 
Burra way, have a g o o d look up into 
t he t rees at that j unc t i on w h e r e two 
o ther t racks c o m e into t he main 
one. There 's a nice bench the re too, 
for a rest or a snack and. of course, 
the usual sc rub tu rkey hop ing for a 
hand-out . We l l , I w a s padd ing a long 
the t rack that comes into t he junc
t ion at r ight angles, and it w a s so 
qu ie t ; not a sound in fact. 1 cou ld 
see the seat at the j unc t i on w i th the 
o ld sc rub tu rkey p ick ing a round 
under it. Jus t then , a lone wa lker 
appea red on t he t rack to my right. 
He was wear ing a red ' terry ' hat, 
and he hadn' t s p o t t e d me, but he 
did see the turkey. 'He l lo l i t t le bird', 
he said. Oh, the tempta t ion ! ! So, 
'Hel lo ' , I said. 

Wel l , have a good look up anyway, 
the re just might sti l l be a sp lash of 
red up in the b ranches ! 

• * • 

And a capi tal yarn f rom C(apital) Hill! 
It has c o m e to my ears that an NPA 
m e m b e r w i th many years ' exper
ience in lead ing wa lks was some
wha t embar rassed to be lost in new 
Par l iament House soon after it was 
o p e n e d . The m e m b e r and his wi fe 
had a t t e n d e d an off ic ial p resen
ta t ion in t he Great Hall. On conc lus
ion the cha i rman of p roceed ings 
had s ta ted that the door into the 
Members ' Hal l was open if gues ts 
w a n t e d to look at an area not open 
to the publ ic . 

The NPAers t ook advan tage of th is 
and ramb led into many p laces in 
the Min is ter ia l W ing , admi r ing 
wo rks of art etc. Using the ' r ound 
tr ip' app roach they a t t e m p t e d to 
re turn by the wes te rn corr idors , 
on ly to be b l o c k e d by so l id wal ls. 
Dec id ing after the fashion of leaders, 
that pe rhaps a re t rac ing of s teps 
w a s the best route af ter all, t hey 
f o u n d the e rs twh i le open door had 
been e lec t ron ica l l y locked. Wi th 

sense of d i rec t ion in h igh gear they 
t r ied the eas te rn corr idors , open ing 
numerous smoke doors and o the rs 
that led to a var iety of rooms, s o m e 
occup ied and s o m e vacant. Final ly 
they heard the sounds of many 
peop le , o p e n e d ano the r door and 
there was the en t rance foyer dead 
on target w i th only secur i t y dev ices 
to pass th rough . Enter ing, they 
heard the door sw ing shut w i th a 
resound ing c lunk. They then found 
that the doors into the foyer were 
e lec t ron ica l l y locked and, you 've 
guessed it, so was the door that 
they had just passed th rough . In 
fact they were in a secur i ty en t rance 
of f ice ( comp le te wi th lots of red 
l ights) wh ich was c losed down and 
locked up. 

It took s o m e t ime to a t t ract t he 
a t ten t ion of a secur i ty man in the 
foyer; his p red ic tab le reac t ion was 
'How the . . . d id you get in there?' 
They a t t e m p t e d an exp lana t ion and 
f inal ly his Auss ie sense of humour 
c a m e to the fore and he wen t away 
to get a rad io in te rcom to cal l up the 
con t ro l room and get the en t rance 
doors un locked . So e n d e d an inter
es t ing , in formal and unof f ic ia l tour 
of Par l iament House! 

• • • 

Just look wha t happens w h e n 
Ol ive 's imag ina t ion ge ts away! 
B U S H W A L K E R S RESCUE HELI 
COPTER' - so we env i saged a 
reversal of an oft seen head l ine , as 
w e sat a top Mt Boo th on a de l igh t fu l 
c lear day in May. The sa id mach ine 
was f ly ing back and for th , way way 
be low us, more or less fo l low ing the 
o ld Adaminaby road. Not only cou ld 
we not unde rs tand its r epea ted 
peregr ina t ions , but one m e m b e r 
de tec ted ' funny noises' and another 
swore she saw s m o k e f rom the rear 
end! Cer ta in ly we were not lost (as if 
any NPA g r o u p cou ld ever get in to 
that state!) - but w e wonde red about 
o thers, and even the fa te of the 
he l i cop te r itself, our pub l ic i t y head
l ine a l ready menta l ly wr i t ten . 

• * • 



Gladys J o y c e a n d Mary M a c D o n n -
ell have recent ly re tu rned f r o m a 
c a m p i n g tour In t h e far NW of WA. It 
i nc luded t h e B u n g l e Bungles , tha t 
ex t raord inary c o l l e c t i o n of g e o l o g 
ical 'beehives' , re lat ively u n k n o w n 
unt i l a f e w years ago. G ladys and 
Mary t o o k off f r o m  K u n u n u r r a a i n a 5 -
p a s s e n g e r p lane a n d f o l l o w e d t h e 
r u g g e d N o r t h K imber ly coast l ine , 
i n c l u d i n g C a m b r i d g e Gulf. F ly ing 
over t h e Mi tche l l P lateau, they put 
d o w n o n t o a r o u g h a i rstr ip . The i r 
c a m p for 3 n igh ts by t h e s i d e of 
Mer ten 's C r e e k w a s r e a c h e d by 4-
W D veh ic le w h i c h next day t o o k 
t h e m t o t h e start of the i r w a l k t o 
Surveyor 's Pool. A n o t h e r day's wa lk 
b r o u g h t t h e m t o M i t c h e l l Falls. 
M o v i n g camp, t h e y s p e n t o n e night 
at King Edward River w h e r e t h e r e 
were s o m e impress ive abor ig ina l 
pa int ings. Dur ing t h e next 5 days, 
Win jana G o r g e w a s v is i ted , T u n n e l 
Creek w a l k e d t h r o u g h , and a boat 
t r ip w a s taken on the massive Geikie 
Gorge. 

The t h r e e days s p e n t in t h e B u n g l e 
Bung les had several h igh l ights , 
s u c h as t h e w a l k in to beaut i fu l 
Ca thedra l G o r g e w h e r e a pool 
re f l ec ted t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s t r a n g e 
f o r m a t i o n s , a n d t h e wa lk t h r o u g h 
impress ive Ech idna C h a s m w h i c h 
proved t o be a rival of b e t t e r - k n o w n 
S t a n d l e y C h a s m in t h e NT. Wi th t h e 
f inal day c a m e t h e ' ic ing o n t h e 
cake ' - an aer ia l p e r s p e c t i v e of t h e 
vast B u n g l e B u n g l e s v i e w e d f r o m a 
he l icopter , w h i c h later t o o k t h e m t o 
Turkey C r e e k f r o m w h e r e t h e y w e r e 
r e t u r n e d by bus t o Kununur ra . A n d 
w h o s h o u l d be w a i t i n g for t h e hel i 
c o p t e r t o d o t h e tr ip in reverse 
order but Ka th leen Mor iar ty! N o 
d o u b t Mary and Gladys wi l l have 
many ta les t o s w a p w i t h Ka th leen 
on her re turn . 

and MARY'S BIRD STORIES. 
Mary M a c D o n n e l l te l ls of lo tus birds 
on lily pads, brolgas, herons, ra inbow 
birds a n d noisy c r o w d s of core l las , 
a var ie ty of honeyea te rs , a n d a 
Bai l lon's c rake by t h e water 's edge. 
Then there w a s the osprey surveying 
a nearby t ree ful l of f l y ing f o x e s as if 
to say 'Which o n e wi l l I have for 
dinner?' ; a n d t h e pair of bark ing 
owls, s ta tue-s t i l l excep t for the i r 
eyes w h i c h f o l l o w e d t h e h u m a n 
o n l o o k e r s in a k ind of 'who' l l b l ink 
f i rst? ' con tes t . 

Finally, t h e smal l tab leau p resented 
at t h e water bore early each morning 
- a g r o u p of qua in t sp in i fex p igeons , 
peacefu l doves a n d long- ta i led 
f i n c h e s w h i c h regular ly a w a i t e d t h e 
pool f o r m e d w h e n t rave l lers co l lec
t e d water. U n a b a s h e d by t h e pres
e n c e of humans, they sca t te red 
on ly t empora r i l y w h e n a g rea te r 
b o w e r b i rd asser ted its super ior i ty , 
and quick ly re turned to resume thei r 
d r ink ing a n d ba th ing . 

• • • 

STOP PRESS F R O M N A T I O N A L 
BOTANIC GARDENS! 
O c t o b e r 2 8 - 2 9 are to be o p e n days 
ent i t led 'A Look Beh ind t h e Scenes'. 
Peop le wi l l be a l lowed in to t h e 
g lasshouses , nursery a n d herb
ar ium, a n d there ' l l be a Research 
Sec t ion display. They wi l l be inter
es t ing days. 

The Educa t ion Sec t ion is h o l d i n g 
an Art a n d Craft c o m p e t i t i o n for 
ch i ld ren b e t w e e n pre -schoo l a n d 
year 10. Ca l led 'B for Banksia ' , 
en t r i es s h o u l d use banks ias as a 
t h e m e . Entr ies c l o s e on 2 3 Sep
tember . Fur ther in fo rmat ion f rom 
Mrs Jan Dean on 67 1804 . A display 
wil l be held in the Educat ion Sect ion 
b e t w e e n 22 O c t o b e r a n d 4 Nov
ember . 

'The Art and S c i e n c e of Botany in 
A u s t r a l i a - A n Exhibit ion Celebrat ing 
2 0 0 years of Plant S tudy in Austra
lia' is c o n t i n u i n g unt i l mid -October . 
It s h o w s h o w art is used in botany. 
Or ig ina l s p e c i m e n s of p lan ts co l l 
e c t e d by such no tab les as A lan 
C u n n i n g h a m , Banks, S o l a n d e r a n d 
Rober t B r o w n are on view. These 
have been lent by t h e Aust ra l ian 
Nat iona l Herbar ium at t h e CS IRO 
Plant Industry Divis ion. 
M o r e deta i ls later, but keep in m i n d 
tha t in ear ly N o v e m b e r t h e r e wi l l be 
a ra in forest d isp lay in t h e V is i tor 
Centre . 

In t h e Jerv is Bay a n n e x e of t h e 
Nat iona l Bo tan ic Gardens, an 
e n v i r o n m e n t fair wi l l be he ld by t h e 
Jerv is Bay B icen tenary C o m m u n i t y 
C o m m i t t e e on 2 1 , 22 a n d 2 3 Oct
ober. T h e r e wi l l be d isp lays by 
a u t h o r i t i e s invo lved in land a n d 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t , a n d 
g a r d e n c lubs a n d e n v i r o n m e n t 
g r o u p s wi l l be r e p r e s e n t e d . As we l l 

as o t h e r e n t e r t a i n m e n t s t h e r e wi l l 
be act iv i t ies for ch i ld ren , a n d a 
sen io r schoo ls ' open-a i r d e b a t e on 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l issues wil l t ake 
place. There wi l l a lso be an ar ts a n d 
craf ts market . 

• • • 

W h a t m a k e s a g o o d w a l k ? 
. . . a g o o d walk s h o u l d be a pleasant 
exper ience . There s h o u l d be r ich 
c o l o u r s to de l igh t t h e eye a n d 
in te res t ing a r c h i t e c t u r e - man-
m a d e or natura l - a long t h e w a y t o 
invi te c l o s e - u p study. The m o r e 
y o u r s e n s e s w o r k w i t h y o u r f e e t , t h e 
m o r e sat is fy ing y o u r wa lk wi l l be. 
Birds ch i rp ing , w a t e r b a b b l i n g , w i n d 
rus t l ing t h e leaves a n d p e o p l e 
happi ly t a l k i n g are t h e s y m p h o n i c 
s o u n d s of a g o o d walk . . . 

(An apt d e s c r i p t i o n of an NPA walk, 
t a k e n f r o m America's Greatest 
Walks by Gary Y a n k e r a n d Caro l 
Tar low.) 
Thanks , Ol ive. 

• • • 

. . . a n d a sa l ty yarn for Syd t h e 
Sailor. 
' W o u l d y o u pass t h e salt , p lease?' 
'Thank you. ' 
'Can I have t h e sal t back, p lease?' 
'Salt c o m i n g over.' 
'Have y o u f i n i s h e d w i t h t h e salt? I'd 
l ike it again. ' 
( L u n c h c o n s e r v a t i o n - not b e t w e e n 
t w o reac t ionar ies aga ins t t h e 'Eat 
Less Salt* lobby, but b e t w e e n t w o 
N PA w a l k e r s w h o h a d s t o p p e d for a 
snack in a d a m p del l in t h e Buda
wangs , a n d been j o i n e d by lots of 
lone ly local l e e c h e s l u n g i n g at a 
lucky l u n c h e o n on location.) 

• • • 

Thanks to those who contributed to 
J.B. this time. Maybe other members 
would also like to send or phone 
their offerings for next time? Come 
on, there must be something you'd 
like to say about... Ring 88 1889. 
Melliodora. 



Economics, Equity and the Global 
Environmental Crisis 

Address to the National Parks Associat ion Canberra, May 1988 
Peter Hunt 

Peter Hunt is Producer of the ABC Radio Program 'Earthworm'. 

To many env i ronmenta l i s ts , the 
econom is t s and the i r b lack art are 
seen as f undamen ta l to the g loba l 
env i ronmen ta l cr isis. And there is 
p len ty of ev idence wh ich d e m o n 
s t ra tes the l ink b e t w e e n env i ron
menta l des t ruc t i on and the ques t 
for e c o n o m i c deve lopment . 

In the face of such power fu l 
ev idence , par t icu lar ly in the deve l 
op ing wor ld , it's d i f f icul t to de fend 
bo th e c o n o m i c g row th and the 
env i ronment . But as the e c o n o m i c 
ra t iona l is ts aren' t go ing to go away 
(their rhe tor ic is now f i rmly en t ren
ched on both s ides of the po l i t ics -
a n d in the media) I th ink it's impor
tant to see to what ex tent the 
e c o n o m i s t s and ' f ree market ' cou l d 
be c o n s i d e r e d to be a part of a 
so lu t ion to the p rob lems of env i ron
menta l deg rada t i on , rather than 
just a maior c a u s e 

T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l C r i s i s 
Probab ly the most d ramat i c 

e l emen t of the g loba l env i r onmen
tal cr is is is the rate of spec ies loss. 
No rman Myers s u m m e d it u p w h e n 
he sa id: 

'No gene ra t i on in the past has 
faced the p rospec t of mass ext inct 
ion w i th in its l i fet ime. The p rob lem 
has never ex is ted before. No gen
era t ion in the fu ture wil l ever face a 
s imi lar cha l l enge ; if this p resen t 
gene ra t i on fai ls to c o m e to gr ips 
w i th the task, the d a m a g e wi l l have 
been d o n e a n d there wi l l be no 
s e c o n d t r y ' 

The most recent Wor ld Wa tch , 
S ta te of the Wor ld repor t has s o m e 
dep ress ing conc lus i ons abou t the 
p rospec ts for mass ex t inc t i on over 
the c o m i n g decade . They argue, for 
ins tance, that if the t rop ica l fo res ts 
of Sou th Amer ica do actua l ly con
tract by 5 2 % by t he e n d of the 
cen tu r y s o m e 15% of the fo res t 
plant spec ies - 13 .600 k i n d s - wi l l 
be lost be fore a new equ i l i b r ium is 
reached. The Amazon bas in w o u l d 
suppor t 1 2 % fewer bird spec ies . 

But even more wor ry ing is the 
f ind ing that Nat iona l Parks in Nor th 
Amer ica don' t seem to be fu l f i l l ing 
their role as s tab le re fuges for bio

logical diversity. They l is ted a ser ies 
of Nat iona l parks in t he US, rang ing 
in s ize f rom 144 to 2 1 , 0 0 0 sq. km 
and all but the largest had su f fe red 
spec ies loss of large an imals -
rang ing f rom 4 3 % in o n e of the 
smal ler reserves d o w n to 4 % in 
Ye l lows tone . Yosem i te Park had 
lost 2 5 % of its large an imals - and 
that in 2 ,000 sq. km. Wor ldWatch 's 
conc lus ion w a s that des igna t i ng 
parks - wh ich they desc r i bed as a 
stat ic solut ion to a dynamic prob lem 
- is no longer e n o u g h to avert mass 
ex t inc t ion . 

And if all tha t 's not dep ress ing 
e n o u g h the Earth 's a t m o s p h e r e 
we ' re to ld , is be ing a l te red by the 
re lease of ca rbon d iox ide. In 1987 
the c o m b u s t i o n of fossi l fue ls 
re leased s o m e t h i n g l ike 5.5 bi l l ion 
t onnes of ca rbon in to the a tmos
phere and de fo res ta t i on a n y w h e r e 
b e t w e e n 1 and 2.5 bi l l ion tonnes . 
Throw in the CFCs and we ' re fac ing 
g loba l repe rcuss ions on an 
i m m e n s e sca le and w i th in just a 
coup le of genera t i ons . 

In sea rch ing for an exp lana t ion 
for such apparen t c o n t e m p t for the 
g loba l env i ronmen t I can ' t but 
w o n d e r w h e t h e r Nature 's own 
de f i c i enc ies aren ' t at least part ly to 
b lame. Maybe the env i ronmen t 
deserves every th ing it gets. 

As Rona ld Reagan o n c e no ted : 
'Approx ima te l y 8 0 % of our air 

po l lu t ion s t e m s f rom hyd roca rbons 
re leased by vege ta t i on so let 's not 
go ove rboa rd in se t t i ng and enforc
ing t ough emiss ion s tandards for 
man-made resources. ' 

But th is t heme of improv ing on 
the mis takes of Nature is one that 
w o u l d be fami l ia r to many peop le in 
the con tex t of the deba te over t he 
last ma tu re euca lyp t fo res ts in 
Austral ia. Forest management wh ich 
emphas i ses the rep lacemen t of 
gnar led , o ld, moss -cove red , over
matu re t rees w i th v igo rous new 
ones, is - as one fo res ter put it -
s imply s imulat ing natural ecosystem 
func t i on ing , but in an e c o n o m i c 
manner . 

In th is con tex t the p rob lem of 
Austra l ia 's Na t iona l Es ta te s imply 

vanishes. (The Register supposed ly 
l ists the best of Aust ra l ia 's cu l tu ra l 
and natura l heri tage.) Rather than 
see ing it as mere ly a list of p laces 
that might be nice for the occas iona l 
Sunday picnic, it 's real ly an ac t ion 
list wh ich d i rects managers to areas 
whe re the env i ronmen t ' s been 
runn ing rampant for years. 

And finally, how is this new under
s tand ing that env i ronmen ta l des
t ruct ion is really the solut ion - rather 
than the p rob lem - how is it re la ted 
to one of the cen t ra l t h e m e s of so 
many env i ronmen ta l i s t s - the idea 
of susta inabi l i ty? 

Wel l that 's a real easy one As 
one US civi l de fense of f ic ia l put it: 

'A nuc lear war cou ld a l lev ia te 
s o m e of the fac to rs lead ing to 
today 's eco log ica l d i s tu rbances 
that are due to cur ren t h igh pop
u lat ion c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and heavy 
indust r ia l p roduc t ion . ' 

The Sustainable Society 
The idea of a sus ta inab le soc ie ty 

is of cou rse a cen t ra l idea in con
servat ion. Sus ta inab le soc ie t ies 
are ones in w h i c h env i ronmen ta l 
capi ta l isn't s q u a n d e r e d and the 
cos ts s imply left to fu tu re gener
at ions. No t ions of sus ta inab i l i t y 
may not have been popular a decade 
ago, and you real ly we re go ing out 
on a l imb to sugges t that energy 
conserva t ion , just to take one 
example, was wor th tak ing seriously. 

But 1988 , t he b read-heads and 
hyper-s t ra i ts are s ta r t ing to see 
do l lars in cer ta in aspec ts of the 
sus ta inab i l i t y a rgumen t . For instan
ce, last year the In te rna t iona l 
Energy Agency c a m e to a remark
able conc lus ion . 

' Inves tment in energy conserv
a t ion at the marg in ' , they said, ' .. 
p rov ided a bet ter return than invest
ment in energy supply. ' In o ther 
w o r d s energy e f f i c iency pays for 
consumers , c o m p a n i e s and coun 
t r ies - wh ich of cou rse is wha t the 
env i ronmenta l i s ts had been argu ing 
all a long. 

Wh i le we ' re not qu i t e at t he point 
of ser iously cons ider ing the massive 
e c o n o m i c impac ts of i nc reas ing 



C 0 2 in t h e a t m o s p h e r e , it is a quest 
ion tha t wi l l have to be f a c e d as 
g o v e r n m e n t s c o m e to t e r m s w i t h 
t ry ing to pro tec t p r o d u c t i v e land 
a n d c i t i es aga ins t r is ing sea- levels . 

For example , a 4 km long barr ier 
in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s w a s c o m p l e t e d 
a c o u p l e of y e a r s a g o at t h e cos t of 
$3.2 b i l l ion. At $ 8 0 0 million a k i lo
meter , t h e cos ts of s u c h p r o t e c t i o n 
m e a s u r e s w o u l d run to t r i l l ions of 
dol lars . 

W h i c h real ly b r ings me t o my 
s e c o n d po in t - and it 's o n e tha t 
doesn ' t ra te su f f i c ien t ly in my v i e w -
on t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n agenda . It's 
t h e q u e s t i o n of equi ty . Equ i ty invol 
ves t h e d is t r ibu t ion of c o s t s a n d 
benef i ts in soc ie ty , w h i c h is a major 
part of t h e s e c o n d cr is is - t h e 
e c o n o m i c cr is is . 

There are any number of stat ist ics 
^ ^ h a t d e m o n s t r a t e t h e ex ten t of t h e 
^Pbrisis - t h e Th i rd W o r l d debt , t h e 

pol i t ica l ins tab i l i ty that resu l ts f r o m 
massive a n d u n r e l e n t i n g pover ty or 
the g r o w i n g t r e n d t o w a r d s pro tec t 
ion ism in in te rna t iona l m a r k e t s -
par t icu lar ly for agr icu l tu ra l c o m m 
odi t ies . 

But t h e impl ica t ion of t h i s cr is is 
for real p e o p l e is s u m m e d up w i t h 
s ta t is t ics tha t reveal tha t t h e 
average d o m e s t i c cat in Br i ta in 
eats t w i c e as m u c h an ima l p ro te in 
each day as t h e average Af r ican 
and that t h e cos t of k e e p i n g t h e cat 
(about $ 2 5 0 a year) is more t h a n 
t h e average annua l i n c o m e per 
p e r s o n of t h e 1 b i l l ion p e o p l e w h o 
live in the wor ld 's 15 poorest nat ions 
- that 's a r o u n d 2 0 % of t h e wor ld 's 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

•
In our o w n c o u n t r y t h e i m a g e of 

ome less , d e s p e r a t e p e o p l e a n d 
inc reas ing pover ty are fami l ia r t o 
us al l . The f e e l i n g t h e n t h a t p o v e r t y 
is o n t h e increase is w e l l i l lus t ra ted 
in t h e US at least by e c o n o m i s t 
Les te r Thurow. He's r e c e n t l y des
c r ibed w h a t he ca l ls a s u r g e to 
inequal i ty w h e r e t h e r ich are ge t t ing 
r icher a n d t h e poor, poorer . Th is is 
t h e f i rst real shif t , he a rgues , s i n c e 
t h e f i f t ies. 

He a lso p o i n t s o u t t h a t th is is 
g o i n g h a n d in h a n d w i t h t h e f e m i n -
isat ion of poverty . Seven ty -seven 
per c e n t of t h e p e o p l e l iv ing b e l o w 
t h e poverty l ine in the US are w o m e n 
a n d ch i ld ren . Half t h e f a m i l i e s l iv ing 
in pover ty a re h e a d e d by w o m e n 
w i t h no h u s b a n d present . The dis
t r i b u t i o n of i n c o m e in t h e US is n o w 
tw ice as unequal as w e see in Japan . 

W h a f s b e h i n d Thurow 's 'Surge 
t o Inequal i ty 1 ? Basica l ly he a r g u e s 

tha t t h e d i f fe rent s e c t o r s of eco 
n o m i c act iv i ty aren' t al l equa l w h e n 
j u d g e d f rom the s tandpoint of equity. 

T h u r o w c la ims t h a t t h e s u r g e t o 
inequa l i ty is l i n k e d d i rec t ly t o 
d e c l i n i n g p roduc t iv i t y in manufac t 
ur ing industry . Product iv i ty g r o w t h 
in Amer ican Industry has decreased 
f rom an average of 2 .7% up to 1 9 7 0 
to less t h a n 1 % in t h e last 5 years . At 
t h e s a m e t ime, p r o d u c t i v i t y g r o w t h 
in c o u n t r i e s l ike G e r m a n y a n d 
J a p a n has been 3 t o 5 t i m e s grea te r 
t h a n in t h e US. 

W h a t imp l i ca t ions can be d r a w n 
f rom this? I be l ieve tha t o n e of t h e 
ma in messages of conserva t ion -
tha t a s u s t a i n a b l e soc ie ty w h i c h 
doesn ' t d e p e n d on e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d e s t r u c t i o n is a real a n d des i rab le 
g o a l - a s t h a t m e s s a g e c o n t i n u e s t o 
s p r e a d in t h e w i d e r c o m m u n i t y , 
c o n s e r v a t i o n wi l l c o n t i n u e to en joy 
t h e k ind of s u p p o r t it n o w has at t h e 
pol i t ica l level. But t h e danger t h e r e 
is t o ignore q u e s t i o n s of equi ty . 

The A C F a n d t h e W i l d e r n e s s 
Soc ie ty are a d d r e s s i n g s u c h issues 
in t h e t i m b e r i n d u s t r y - by look ing at 
t h e impact of r e s t r u c t u r i n g of t h e 
t i m b e r indust ry on t h e p e o p l e 
involved. 

B u t l bel ieve t h e y s h o u l d b e g o i n g 
fur ther , a n d invo lv ing t h e m s e l v e s in 
a m u c h w i d e r d e b a t e a b o u t restruc
t u r i n g Aust ra l ian indus t ry - to 
d e c r e a s e our d e p e n d e n c e o n t h e 
o f ten e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y d a m a g i n g 
pr imary indus t r i es tha t m a k e u p t h e 
g rea t bu lk of our expor ts . 

Now, if y o u t h i n k all th is s o u n d s 
l ike an a r g u m e n t f o r e c o n o m i c 
g rowth as at least part of the so lut ion 
for t h e env i ronmenta l and e c o n o m i c 
cr is is in our o w n count ry , I t h i n k 
q u i t e c lear ly it is. The resul t of t h e 
US t u r n i n g its b a c k (even u n i n t e n 
t ional ly) on an e c o n o m y fue l l ed by 
inc reas ing p roduc t iv i t y is a s u r g e In 
inequa l i ty - t h e r ich g e t t i n g r icher 
a n d t h e poor, poorer . 

I t h i n k if Aust ra l ia t u r n s its back 
on in te rnat iona l ly c o m p e t i t i v e 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g , t h e n w e wi l l a lso 
see a surge in inequa l i ty - or m o r e 
of a surge than we ' re p robab ly 
a l ready e x p e r i e n c i n g . I s h o u l d a lso 
a d d that I don ' t t h i n k tha t there 's a 
necessary c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n 
g r o w t h - i n c r e a s i n g p r o d u c t i v i t y -
a n d st i l l more e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
dec l ine . 

Product iv i ty d e c l i n e in t h e US is, 
a c c o r d i n g t o Thurow, essent ia l ly 
m a n a g e m e n t i n d u c e d . W h e n y o u 
look at w h a t k ind of p r o d u c t i v i t y 

increases c a n be a c h i e v e d s in 
by g o o d m a n a g e m e n t - i t c a n 
q u i t e s t a g g e r i n g . ' Jus t - in - t ime ' 
g o o d e x a m p l e - a manufac tur 
approach tha t a t t e m p t s t o e l imin 
inventory w h i c h can t ie u p millir. 
of do l l a rs of cap i ta l . 

G o o d d e s i g n can r e d u c e 1 
n e e d f o r t h e most e x p e n s i v e inpi 
in to m a n u f a c t u r i n g - par t icula 
materials (typically 50%) and ener 
NOT, p lease note , labour w h i c h 
typ ica l ly a r o u n d 7 to 1 0 % of t o 
costs. Then, if you t h r o w a p p r o p r i s 
t e c h n o l o g y in to t h e e q u a t i o n , y o i 
d o even better . 

In c o n c l u d i n g I must say I si 
fee l a l i t t le e m b a r r a s s e d a b o 
a d m i t t i n g that I s t i l l have fa i th tha t 
c o m b i n a t i o n of c o m m o n s e n s e a r 
t e c h n o l o g y w i l l l e a d Aust ra l ia to 
b r igh te r fu ture . So I t h o u g h t I' 
f i n i sh w i t h a q u o t e t h a t l e n d s s o m 
s u p p o r t to my thes is - f r o m w h a t 
h o p e y o u all f i n d an i m p e c c a b l 
source . 

The p e r s o n invo lved has a par 
t icu lar ly as tu te in te l lec t - a n d hi 
g o e s by t h e n a m e Vivian Bastart 
(THE Y O U N G ONES) . In a recen t 
ra ther shor t a r t ic le e n t i t l e d 'The 
H is tory of t h e Wor ld ' , he m a k e s the 
f o l l o w i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t the 
Industr ia l Revo lu t ion : 

' A n d t h e n sudden ly , c o m p l e t e l y 
by surpr ise , l ike o n e of t h o s e real 
w i f fe rs tha t acc iden ta l l y e s c a p e s at 
meal t imes, t h e Industr ial Revolut ion 
h a p p e n e d . It w a s an a m a z i n g a n d 
impor tan t p e r i o d - a n d a n y o n e w h o 
te l ls y o u it wasn ' t is ask ing f o r a 
t o a s t e r in t h e m o u t h , b e c a u s e it 
w a s dur ing t h i s t i m e w h e n all t h e 
m o d c o n s tha t g o t o m a k e p r e s e n t 
day life so c o m f o r t a b l e w e r e inven
ted . Things like the b a y o n e t surgery, 
e lec t r ic gu i ta rs (big s u r g e f o r w a r d 
in Heavy Meta l a r o u n d th is t ime) 
h a r d d r u g s a n d t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of 
b o r i n g great c issy t racts of na tura l 
landscape ' . 

On t h e t h e m e of t h e m o d e r n age, 
V iv ian Bastard c o n c l u d e s : 

'If y o u l ike g e t t i n g real ly d r u n k 
and w a t c h i n g v i d e o nast ies w h i l e 
dr iv ing at 100 m p h d o w n t h e motor 
way, l i s ten ing to t h e radio a n d a 
S o n y h e a d s e t a n d m a k i n g a te le 
p h o n e cal l all at t h e s a m e t i m e 
w h i l e u n d e r g o i n g n e u r o s u r g e r y 
f r o m a robot , t h e n th is is t h e era f o r 
you. ' 

A n d if not , w e l l , y o u ' r e p r o b a b l y a 
b l o o d y c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t 



Can Tour Operators in National Parks assist 
with Education through Interpretation? 

Denis Carlisle 

This article is a copy of a talk given to the Association in June 198S 
Denis Carlisle worked as a ranger with ACT Conservation Service for 11 years. 

He has now established a touring company which specialises in bird and wildlife tours of Australia 

Educa t ion t h rough in te rp re ta t ion 
was de f i ned by F reeman Fe lder as 
an educa t i ona l act iv i ty w h i c h a ims 
to reveal mean ing and re la t ionsh ip 
t h rough the use of or ig ina l ob jec ts , 
by first hand exper ience . 

First a l i t t le in fo rmat ion . The 
adage of ' take on ly pho tos and 
leave only foo tp r in ts ' at the t ime of 
its u t t e rance was c lassed as a pro
found s ta temen t by nat iona l park 
pe rsonne l Values c h a n g e rapidly. 
The vo lume of tour is ts v is i t ing 
s o m e of our more f amous nat iona l 
parks is now mak ing a major impact 
on the env i ronmen t w i th their foot
pr ints (hence the ra ised foo tpa th to 
Mt Kosc iusko and p rob lems exper
i enced in Crad le Moun ta i n , Tas
mania) The cu r ren t visitor upsu rge 
in usage of the major Nat ional Parks 
in Aust ra l ia is b reak ing all records. 
Our nat ional parks have b e c o m e 
one ol the main a t t rac t ions for the 
tourist, be they in te rna t iona l or 
domest ic . In 1 987 . Ayers Rock had 
over 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 vis i tors. Kakadu 
1 8 5 . 0 0 0 , Roya l Na t iona l Park 
1 .000.000. Kosc iusko 1.500,000 
a n d J e r v i s B a y t i n a n area of app rox 
7 .000 hectares) 7 0 0 . 0 0 0 . Seven ty 
six percen t of v is i tors to the Nor th
ern Terr i tory v is i ted Ayers Rock and 
In te rna t iona l v is i tors to Aust ra l ia 
reached a record level of 1.784.900 
in 1987 

This de luge of visitors. accord)ng 
to i n fo rmed sources (Bureau of 
Tourist Research) will only increase 
in the fu ture . I have inc luded s o m e 
staf f ing f igures to ind ica te the 
g r o w i n g p rob lem. In the Parks 
men t i oned there has been very litt le 
staff increase in recent t imes, and 
in the ex is t ing e c o n o m i c c l ima te 
the re is no ind ica t ion that the re wi l l 
be funds for add i t iona l staff. A few 
s ta t is t ics on app rox ima te pe rman
ent ranger s ta f f ing levels - at Ayers 
Rock 10, Kakadu 30 . Kosc iusko 1 7. 
Jerv is Bay 5 

The to ta l land area in na t iona l 
pa rks a n d reserves in Aus t ra l ia is 
a round 5 % (exc lud ing the Great 
Barr ier Reef). This is app rox ima te l y 

equa l to New Zea land in area. The 
ranger staff respons ib le for th is 
vast area is 8 6 0 . The major i ty of a 
ranger 's t ime is e x p e n d e d on pat
ro l l ing and admin is t ra t i on - w h e n 
you add to th is rec rea t ion leave, 
s ick leave and ac t ing in h igher 
du t ies it d o e s not take a ma them
at ical gen ius to d e t e r m i n e that 
there is very l i t t le t ime left for inter
pre ta t ion. A small test - how many 
t imes in the past twe lve mon ths 
have you met and s p o k e n to a 
ranger in the f i e l d 9 

H e n c e w e have ar r ived at a sit
uat ion w h e r e park v is i tor numbe rs 
are cons tan t l y inc reas ing a n d 
ranger staff ing levels are stat ionary, 
w i th no fo reseeab le improvement . I 
w o u l d l ike to men t ion at th is point 
that s ta f f ing levels are d e t e r m i n e d 
by the amoun t of f und ing made 
avai lab le by e i ther s ta te or federa l 
gove rnmen ts , less funds equa ls 
less staff. 

In 1972 M c M i c h a e l was a rgu ing 
that the most impor tan t m e t h o d of 
manag ing Austra l ian Nat ional Parks 
resources was to imp lemen t a we l l -
des igned in te rp re ta t ion p rog ram to 
in form the v is i tor of the va lue of t he 
park and of nature conse rva t i on , 
not by d i rect t each ing but by exper
ience. Obv ious ly at the cur rent staff
ing levels this is imposs ib le . So we 
have a s i tua t ion w h e r e large num
bers of peop le are arriving at our 
nat iona l parks expec t i ng to see a 
ranger and poss ib ly deve lop an 
awa reness of the env i ronmen t 
th rough ranger in te rp re ta t ion , only 
to f ind that the most c o m m o n l y 
used a p p r o a c h is a b rochu re or 
leaflet or some type of stat ic display 
- and no ranger in s ight. Maybe w e 
shou ld add rangers to the endan
g e r e d spec ies list. 

The c r im ina l part of th is sho r t age 
of staff, is that the large vo lumes of 
tour is ts , bas ica l ly a cap t i ve aud
ience, are just wa i t i ng to be indoc
t r i na ted in t he values of environ
mental p ro tec t i on and how they 
can assist in th is task. 

If, t h rough a ' hands-on exper
ience', we can educa te 10% of the 
peop le that are v is i t ing our parks to 
the f ragi le na ture of the wor ld eco
sys tem there cou ld poss ib ly be 
hope for the wo r l d env i ronment . 
This is not be ing ach ieved at the 
m o m e n l . Large n u m b e r s of v is i tors 
perce ive our nat iona l parks as 
a t t rac t ions on the s a m e sca le as 
D isney land . Only by inc reas ing 
v is i tor awareness of the environ-f 
ment by e d u c a t i o n c a n w e h o p e t o 
c h a n g e th is impress ion 

How do w e remedy this def ic
iency of i n te rp re ta t ion staff in the 
nat ional pa rkssys tem in the present 
f inancia l c l i m a t e 9 

Private enterprise 
'Con t ro l l ed pr ivate enterpr ise. ' 

That is. l i censed t o u r o p e r a l o r s w i t h 
some form of acc red i ta t i on , wi th 
staff t ra ined or hav ing expe r i ence 
in in terpretat ion o r a similar service. 
The concess iona i re w o u l d be 
cha rged by the park authority, either 
in the form of a year ly levy or on a 
usage basis. The repor t p repared 
by C O N C O M work ing g r o u p on 
Concess ion M a n a g e m e n t , Sep
tember 1 9 8 5 covers most e v e n t u a l ^ 
it ies adequate ly in regard to genera l 
gu ide l ines . 

M e n t i o n i n g the w o r d accred i t 
a t ion lo most tour c o m p a n i e s wi l l 
gene ra te an adverse reac t ion , 
main ly because acc red i ta t i on is 
env isaged as some form of l icensing 
that is de t r imenta l to their bus iness. 
In regard to our nat iona l parks th is 
may be s o - bu t are w e on ly inter
es ted in Ihe numbe r of v is i tors 
t h rough the ga tes or shou ld w e 
ensure that the nat ional park values 
are ma in ta ined t h rough e d u c a t i o n 
of tour gu i des w h o t hen b e c o m e de 
fac to rangers or educa to r s t h rough 
their i n te rp re ta t ion abi l i t ies? 

Nat iona l parks play a major role 
in p ro tec t i ng se lec ted areas of our 
coun t ry ' s f rag i le env i ronment . They 
are not just rec rea t ion areas a n d 
the v is i tor shou ld be made aware of 



Where the heck are we . . .? 
Margus Karilaid 

t h i s fact . That t h e ex is t ing park 
s y s t e m s are not fu l f i l l ing t h i s ro le is 
obvious. 

T h e e n v i r o n m e n t n e e d s protect 
ion now, not 10 years d o w n the track; 
e i ther t h r o u g h leg is la t ion , eg m o r e 
laws a n d harsher penal t ies , w i t h 
su f f i c ien t staf f t o p o l i c e them, or by 
e d u c a t i o n of t h e main despoi ler , 
M A N . By g e t t i n g p e o p l e out in to 
th is natura l w o n d e r l a n d of o u r s a n d 
e d u c a t i n g t h e m t h r o u g h 'hands -on 
e x p e r i e n c e ' is a s t e p in t h e r ight 
d i rec t ion . No o n e w h o has c a m p e d 
for any l eng th of t i m e in t h e a lp ine 
reg ion of our count ry , or w a t c h e d 
t h e sun se t f r o m one of t h e many 
peaks of N a m a d g i w o u l d ever lack 
an u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n 
of our i n c r e d i b l e count ry . 

W e c a n n o t a f fo rd to delay! T o u r 
opera to rs us ing t h e park s y s t e m s 

^ ^ p n a regular bas is s h o u l d be 
^ ^ e q u i r e d , o v e r a per iod , t o have staf f 

t r a i n e d in e n v i r o n m e n t a l in te rpre 
ta t ion . Th is w o u l d c r e a t e m u l t i p l e 
benef i ts . 

T h e tour is t w o u l d ga in add i t iona l 
k n o w l e d g e , t h e park a u t h o r i t i e s 
w o u l d have b e t t e r e d u c a t e d park 
users, m a n y e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y a w a r e 
c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s tha t n o w f i n d it 
i m p o s s i b l e w o u l d f ind e m p l o y m e n t 
as rangers, a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
w o u l d be less d e g r a d e d t h r o u g h 
ignorance . 

• • • 

Recent Arrivals 
NPA Library 

^^Conserving the National Estate: A 
Bibliography of National Estate 
Studies. Aust ra l ian Her i tage 
C o m m i s s i o n . AGPS. 

National Tree program Progress 
Report 1982-1987. D e p t o f t h e Arts, 
Sport , t h e Env i ronment , T o u r i s m 
and Terr i tor ies . AGPS. 

Draft Management Plan for the 
Murrumbidgee River Corridor. ACT 
Parks a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n . February 
1988 . 

Murrumbidgee River Corridor Policy 
Plan. NCDC. May 1 9 8 8 . 

Gungahlin Policy Plan Implemen
tation Plan. Draft for d i s c u s s i o n . 
NCDC. Apr i l 1 9 8 8 . 

Gungahlin Environmental Impact 
Statement. Draft for d i s c u s s i o n . 
NCDC. Apr i l 1 9 8 8 . 

R e m e m b e r tha t l ine f rom F Troop 
years ago? A c c o r d i n g to Chief Wi ld 
Eagle, t h a f s how his t r ibe got its 
n a m e af ter b e i n g lost in t h e w o o d s . 
' W h e r e t h e h e c k are w e ? ' . . . 'We're 
t h e Heckawee ' . Get it? Whatever . 

Have y o u ever a s k e d t h e s a m e 
q u e s t i o n o n a b u s h w a l k ? 

Try t h e f o l l o w i n g quiz. A l t h o u g h 
it's on ly a paper exerc ise w h i c h y o u 
can do in the comfor t of your lounge 
room, t h e s a m e k n o w l e d g e and 
sk i l ls wi l l p rove inva luab le o n e day 
in t h e bush w h e n you ' re f e e l i n g 
u t te r ly b e w i l d e r e d . 

If y o u don ' t k n o w how to a n s w e r 
t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n s but w o u l d 
l ike to have a go, enro l in my one-
day c o u r s e on lea rn ing map inter
p re ta t ion a n d c o m p a s s nav igat ion . 
See the Out ings Program for detai ls. 

Recent ly , Barry B o u r k e w a s 
lead ing a party o n a w a l k over an 
area c o v e r e d by t h e t o p o g r a p h i c 
map R e n d e z v o u s Creek, Shee t 
8626 -1 -S , Sca le 1:25,000. C a u g h t 
in a misty d o w n p o u r of rain, t h e 
par ty b e c a m e d i s o r i e n t e d . W h e n 
t h e c l o u d s f ina l ly l i f ted, tha t uneasy 
fee l ing f i l t e r e d t h r o u g h t h e par ty 
w h e n Bazza asked , ' W h e r e t h e 
h e c k are we?' 

Af ter one of those br isk a n d l ively 
e x c h a n g e s of a b u s e b e t w e e n Barry 
and his w i fe Beryl w h i c h c lear t h e 
air s o qu ick ly and de l ight t h e rest of 
t h e par ty so m u c h , Barry k n e w 
exac t ly w h a t to do. W i t h many years 
of e x p e r i e n c e in lead ing bush 
w a l k e r s he k n e w tha t a b o v e all, t h e 
leader m u s t not lose face or under
mine t h e party 's c o n f i d e n c e . H e 
t h e r e f o r e d e l e g a t e d t o t h e par ty 
t h e respons ib i l i t y of d e t e r m i n i n g its 
loca t ion w h i l e he t o o k Beryl as ide 
to a d m i r e t h e s p l e n d i d scenery . 

Imag ine you w e r e in t h e party. 
A s s u m i n g a g r i d / m a g n e t i c a n g l e of 
13° a n d g iven t h e following i n f o r m 
at ion , f ix y o u r exact pos i t ion on t h e 
map. 

You r e c o g n i s e t h r e e peaks at 
t h e f o l l o w i n g gr id re fe rences : 
Peak x at 6 1 1 4 3 6 
Peak y at 6 9 8 4 5 8 
Peak z at 6 2 0 4 8 8 . 

From w h e r e y o u are s t a n d i n g at 
W(ie W h e r e t h e h e c k a re we?), y o u r 
f o r w a r d m a g n e t i c - b e a r i n g s t o e a c h 

of t h e t h r e e p e a k s are: 
W t o Peak x = 2 6 1 ° 
W t o Peak y = 27° 
W t o Peak z = 3 0 3 ° 

Question 1: W h a t are t h e t h r e e 
peaks? (6 marks) 
Question 2: W h a t are t h e s t e p s 
used in a c o m p a s s r e s e c t i o n / t r i a n -
gu la t ion exerc ise to d e t e r m i n e 
your locat ion? (14 marks) 
Question 3: Us ing t h e s e s t e p s a n d 
s h o w i n g all w o r k i n g s , w h a t is t h e 
six f i g u r e gr id re fe rence for t h e 
party 's locat ion? (20 marks) 
Question 4: H o w is y o u r loca t ion 
i d e n t i f i e d on t h e map? (10 marks) 
Question 5: W h a t is t h e b a s i c f l a w in 
r e s e c t i o n s / t r i a n g u l a t i o n t o deter
m ine your loca t ion? W h a t d o e s th is 
tel l you a b o u t t h e re la t ionsh ip of 
m a p a n d c o m p a s s ? (20 marks) 
Question 6: W h a t d o y o u t h i n k of 
Barry's l e a d e r s h i p qua l i t i es? W h a t 
w o u l d y o u have d o n e ? In no m o r e 
t h a n 2 0 0 w o r d s recal l o n e of t h e 
wors t e x a m p l e s of l e a d e r s h i p tha t 
you have e x p e r i e n c e d or heard 
about . But p lease, no names , no 
pack dri l l . W i t h me? (30 marks) 

A n s w e r s t o t h i s s i m p l e qu iz 
s h o u l d be a d d r e s s e d t o me, c / o t h e 
NPA of f ice . T h e w i n n e r w i t h t h e 
correct answers and most scurr i lous 
goss ip wil l be t r e a t e d t o a g o u r m e t 
meal on t h e next pack w a l k I lead. 
Trust me. W a t c h th is s p a c e in t h e 
next issue for all t h e ins ide dir t on 
NPA wa lk leaders . 

Namadgi Haiku 
David Rainey 

W h y leave us a l o n e 
O n t h e m o u n t a i n w i t h wedge- ta i l s? 
Silly clouds scudding. 

Pink c l o u d s at s u n s e t 
M a k e m a g i c in s t i l l r o c k p o o l 
Lo, a g ian t opal ! 

Hiss by t h e f i rep lace ! 
Is t h e r e a s n a k e c o m e in? No, 
Rain d o w n t h e c h i m n e y . 

F r inged w a t e r l i ly 
G r o w s s i l e n t but s h a m e - f a c e d , near 
B l e a c h e d b o n e s of b rumby. 
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The President and Committee 
wish all members 

A Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 
and invite everyone to the 

Christmas Party 
at 

Orroral Valley Picnic Ground 
at 3.00 pm Sunday December 11 

Bring your evening meal. 
We'll have wine, cheese, biscuits and maybe a cake! 

NPA B u l l e t i n 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion of the A.C.T. 
PO Box 4 5 7 . Canber ra Ci ty 2 6 0 1 
R E G I S T E R E D B Y A U S T R A L I A P O S T 
P U B L I C A T I O N N o N B H 0 8 5 7 I S S N 0 7 2 7 - 8 8 3 7 

POSTAGE 
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AUSTRALIA 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Held at 8 pm. Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda Street, Civic 

S E P T E M B E R - T h u r s d a y 15 
Mr Tom S c o t n e y - (Park Ope ra t i ons Sec t ion , Aus t ra l ian Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld l i fe Serv ice) - wi l l 
g ive an i l lus t ra ted address on t he m a n a g e m e n t of t he Ashmore Reef Nat iona l Nature Reserve in 
the Ind ian Ocean. 
O C T O B E R - T h u r s d a y 2 0 
Mike Pearson, Assistant Director, The Histor ic Env i ronment at the Austral ian Her i tage Commiss ion, 
wil l g ive an i l lus t ra ted ta lk about his t r ip to An ta rc t i ca in c o n n e c t i o n w i th Pro ject Bl izzard, to res tore 
Mawson ' s Hut. 
N O V E M B E R - T h u r s d a y 1 7 
Garth Abe rc romb ie a n d N ick Gasco igne wi l l g ive an i l lus t ra ted talk about the i r f o r t hcom ing 
t rekk ing and c l imb ing t r ip in the Nanga Parbat area of Pak is tan. 

F E B R U A R Y - T h u r s d a y 1 6 
Dione Gi lmour , Ac t ing Execu t i ve P roduce r of the ABC's Natura l H is tory Unit, wi l l g ive an i l lus t ra ted 
talk about t he mak ing of the ser ies Nature of Australia. 

N o t e t h a t t h e r e w i l l b e n o g e n e r a l m e e t i n g s in D e c e m b e r a n d J a n u a r y . 


