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President's Foreword 
Ian F r a s e r ' s  repor t o u t l i n i n g t h e case for t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n a n d reserva t ion of t h e 
n o r t h e r n C o t t e r a rea of t h e ACT is n o w w i t h t h e A s s o c i a t i o n , lan's t h o r o u g h l y 
r e s e a r c h e d d o c u m e n t c lear ly d e t a i l s t h e naturaf a n d c u l t u r a l va lues of t h e s t u d y 
a r e a It s h o w s tha t t h e po ten t ia l t i m b e r va lues of t h e w e t s c l e r o p h y l l forest z o n e s 
have b e e n t h e major obs tac le t o t h e area's reservat ion , even t h o u g h t h e rea l izable 
t i m b e r va lue a p p e a r s q u i t e smal l . T h e w e t s c l e r o p h y l l f o r e s t s are of h igh habi ta t 
va lue a n d t h e Eucalyptus delegatensis (Alpine Ash) a n d E. fastigata (Brown Barrel) 
fo res t is i tself of spec ia l eco log ica l s ign i f i cance . 

Reserva t ion of t h e area is a log ica l c o m p l e m e n t t o N a m a d g i Na t iona l Park a n d 
w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e c o m p l e t n e s s of t h e t r i -s ta te 'A lp ine Parks' c o m p l e x . 

C o p i e s of t h e repor t are avai lab le f r o m t h e NPA Off ice . A n y c o m m e n t s o r 
o b s e r v a t i o n s on t h e repor t w o u l d be w e l c o m e d by t h e c o m m i t t e e . 

Committee 
News 

Outings 
The C o m m i t t e e a c c e p t e d w i t h 
regret t h e res ignat ion of Ian Haynes, 
a n d t h a n k s h im for his exce l len t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Assoc ia t ion as 
O u t i n g s Convenor . 

W h i l e w e c o n t i n u e o u r s e a r c h f o r 
a n e w O u t i n g s Convenor , S t e p h e n 
Forst has k ind ly a g r e e d to p repare 
t h e next o u t i n g s p r o g r a m m e . 

Heritage Week 
H e r i t a g e W e e k 1 9 8 8 saw a 

r e n e w e d ef for t by Glyn Lewis a n d 
his Publ ic i ty and Educa t ion Sub­
c o m m i t t e e . A n e x h i b i t i o n w a s h e l d 
at t h e Alber t Hall , a n d t h e r e w a s an 
essay c o m p e t i t i o n a n d a ful l out ings 
p r o g r a m m e . 

General Meetings 
T h e Assoc ia t ion 's genera l meet­

ings are a lways a d d r e s s e d by inter­
est ing speakers, a n d the Commi t tee 
is s e e k i n g w a y s to pub l ic ise our 
m e e t i n g s m o r e wide ly , for e x a m p l e 
on local te lev is ion and radio s ta t ions 
w h i c h m i g h t of fer f ree a n n o u n c e ­
ments . If y o u have any s u g g e s t i o n s 
for publ ic i ty , p lease c o n t a c t t h e 
Of f ice or a m e m b e r of t h e C o m m ­
i t tee . W e c u r r e n t l y adver t ise our 
genera l m e e t i n g in t h e Notes & 
Q u o t e s c o l u m n of The Canberra 
Times. 

Environment 
T h e repor t on t h e lower Cot te r 

has been p u b l i s h e d u n d e r t h e t i t le 
The Northern Cotter catchment, 
ACT: a case for its conservation and 
reservation, by Ian Fraser. Cop ies 
have b e e n d i s t r i b u t e d t o m e m b e r s 
of t h e ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Consu l ta t i ve C o m m i t t e e , a n d it wi l l 
be u s e d as a l o b b y i n g d o c u m e n t . 
Cop ies are avai lab le at cost , i.e. 
$ 6 . 0 0 each . 

In an e f f o r t t o publ ic ise t h e va lues 
of t h e p r o p o s e d Br indabe l la Nat­
ional Park, t h e C o m m i t t e e p lans to 
publ ish a c o l o u r brochure descr ib ing 
t h e area. 

Fur ther af ie ld , but in an area 
m u c h v i s i t e d by our members , t h e 
Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld l i fe Serv ice 
of N e w S o u t h Wales is p lann ing t o 
res tore t r a c k s and c a m p i n g areas 
in t h e B u d a w a n g s , espec ia l ly in t h e 
M o n o l i t h Val ley a r e a The C o m m ­
i t tee has reso lved t o s u p p o r t th is 
p roposa l w i t h appropr ia te l o b b y i n g 
effort . 

AN PC Meeting 
T h e A n n u a l Genera l M e e t i n g of 

t h e Aust ra l ian Nat iona l Parks 
C o u n c i l for 1 9 8 8 w i l l be he ld in 
Canber ra in October . 

ACT Parks & Conservat­
ion Service Consultative 
Committee Meeting 

The ACT Parks a n d Conservat ion 
Serv ice has i n f o r m e d t h e m e e t i n g 
tha t t h e y are c o n d u c t i n g rabbi t 
c o n t r o l in Grassy Creek, a n d have 
let c o n t r a c t s for t h e s p r a y i n g of 
b lackber r i es t o c o m m e n c e in May. 
The S q u a r e Rock t r a c k near 
S m o k e r s Gap is n o w c o m p l e t e d . 
Cop ies of the A C T  T o u r i s m  Stra tegy 
are avai lab le f rom t h e Off ice . 

New Members 
The f o l l o w i n g new m e m b e r s are 

w e l c o m e d to t h e A s s o c i a t i o n : 

A n d r e a  A l l e n , Lyons; Mrs Jan Bruce, 
Fraser; R ichard Cal lan & V icky 
Mackay, Kambah; A n n e Cochrane , 
Wee tangera ; N a d a Dobr i jev ic , 
Deak in; Trevor Francis, Pearce; 
Kay Gr i f f i ths , D i c k s o n ; G r a h a m 
Hather ley, Fyshwick; R. Holt , Camp­
bel l ; A n d r e w Lyne, W a r a m a n g a ; 
Barry M c H u g h , Q u e a n b e y a n ; David 
Pryce & Barbara Rae, Wanniassa ; 
A l e x a n d r a & Mar ia Pukalskyj , 
Q u e a n b e y a n ; T im & Lynn Pul ford , 
Cur t in ; Prof. Peter Self, O 'Connor . 
Pat Treacy, Downer ; N ina W o o d , 
Canberra ; Mark Zanker , L y n e h a m . 



The Northern Cotter Catchment, ACT 
A Case For Its Conservation and Reservation 

S o m e ex t rac ts f rom the recen t l y c o m p l e t e d report p repa red for the Assoc ia t ion by Ian Fraser 

The s tudy area rep resen ts the 
no r t he rnmos t ex tent of the main 
cha in ot tne Aust ra l ian Alps. Except 
for a very smal l por t ion in the nor th 
of the area ( roughly nor th of the 
Blue Range Road) the w h o l e area is 
in the ca tchment of the Cot ter River. 
It is genera l l y re fer red to as the 
Nor the rn , or Lower Cot te r Catch­
ment. (See map.) 

In a c c o r d a n c e w i th the brief pro­
v ided by NPA the report examines 
the area's: 
- phys ica l charac te r i s t i cs 

(eg c l imate , geo logy , vegeta t ion) ; 
- cu r ren t m a n a g e m e n t a n d 

leg is la t ion ; 
- cu l tu ra l va lues. 
- natura l va lues. 

The wo rk was based on the 
p remise that the area is worthy of 
conse rva t i on and reservat ion and 
is a p resen ta t i on of the case in 
suppor t of such ac t ion . 

lan's conc lus i on is that ' the area 
has h igh conse rva t i on va lue and is 
em inen t l y wor thy of leg is la t ive pro­
tec t ion . There is a lso a h igh level of 
c o m m u n i t y and p ro fess iona l supp­
ort lor the p r o p o s e d reservat ion. 
Indeed, in the cou rse of my invest­
iga t ions I was su rp r i sed by the 
numbe r and d ivers i ty of peop le w h o 
wi l l ing ly con t r i bu ted to the prepar­
a t ion of th is report , and to t he 
in tens i ty of some of the v iews 
exp ressed in suppor t of p ro tec t i on 
for the area' 

The case for conserva t ion and 
reservat ion is set out in the fo l lowing 
te rms (text ed i ted and mod i f i ed 
s l ight ly for the Bul let in) : 

'The on ly way to ensure protec­
t ion of the area w i th s ta tu to ry force 
w o u l d be to dec la re it a reserve 
acco rd ing to Sec t ion 51 of the 
Nature Conservation Ordinance 
1980. 

In order to present a sound case 
for p roceed ing w i th this, it is first 
necessary to unde rs tand why the 
area is not cu r ren t l y ' conserved ' , ie 
why it was not i nc luded in Namadg i 
Nat ional Park in 1984. There seems 
to be no d i sag reemen t that the 
reason for its exc lus ion l ies in the 
marke tab le h a r d w o o d potent ia l of 
the area. It shou ld be no ted that 
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t h e r e is n o s h o r t - t e r m p lan for 
s u c h a h a r d w o o d opera t ion ; it is 
genera l l y a c c e p t e d tha t s u c h a 
p r o p o s i t i o n w o u l d be po l i t ica l ly 
u n a c c e p t a b l e at present . 

T h e c o m m e r c i a l in terest is not a 
genera l one; " the on ly fo res t t y p e s 
w i t h i n t h e c a t c h m e n t having an 
a d e q u a t e b o l e w o o d v o l u m e w i t h 
e c o n o m i c a l l y a c c e p t a b l e levels of 
de fect" are t h e E. delegatensis a n d 
£ fastigata T h e i rony - and t h e 
basis of t h e w h o l e con f l i c t of inter­
es ts - is tha t it is p rec ise ly these 
s c a t t e r e d w e t sc le rophy l l p o c k e t s 
that have been cont inual ly ident i f ied 
as t h e key habi tat c o m p o n e n t of 
t h e area. 

Over a s ix ty year ro ta t ion t h e 
t imber resource has been est imated 
as y i e l d i n g 2 0 0 0 c u b i c m e t r e s per 
year. {To p lace t h i s in perspec t ive , 

I t h e ACT p r o d u c e s 180 ,000 c u b i c 
m e t r e s of Pinus radiata per annum.) 
This w o u l d be insuff ic ient to suppor t 
even a smal l mill , but w o u l d be used 
t o s u p p l e m e n t an ex is t ing mill , 
p robab ly e i ther at Yass or Capta ins 
Flat. Prec ise royal ty f igures are not 
ava i lab le but on t h e basis of vary ing 
est imates, give a maximum revenue 
of $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 to $ 8 0 , 0 0 0 per a n n u m . 

In normal c i r c u m s t a n c e s , it 
s e e m s hardly l ikely tha t th is s u p p ­
lement t o c o n s o l i d a t e d revenue 
w o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d w o r t h w h i l e . 
However , t h e r e is a most u n u s u a l 
f ac to r o p e r a t i n g here, w h i c h is 
cruc ia l to t h e w h o l e issue. In 1955 , 
a Forest ry Trust A c c o u n t w a s set up 
to g ive " f inancia l f lex ib i l i ty" t o ACT 
fo res t ry opera t ions . This m e a n s 

»that t h e a p p r o x i m a t e l y half a mi l l ion 
' d o l l a r s s p e n t on roads in t h e area 

c a m e not f r o m c o n s o l i d a t e d rev­
enue, but f rom Forestry Branch's 
'own ' money. Conversely , l o g g i n g 
roya l t ies w o u l d not re turn to c o n ­
so l ida ted revenue, but w o u l d be 
re ta ined by t h e Branch as a re turn 
on ' investment ' . This, I bel ieve, 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y a l ters t h e s i tua t ion 
w i t h regard to t h e pract ica l i t ies of 
pursu ing a case for e f fect ive ly 
remov ing t h e area f r o m t h e Forestry 
Branch's c o n t r o l . This is not to 
s u g g e s t tha t s u c h a c o u r s e is not 
feas ib le or des i rable , but it is 
necessary t o u n d e r s t a n d th is 
impor tan t d i m e n s i o n t o t h e oppos ­
i t ion t o t h e proposa l . 

Certa in ly , o t h e r d i s i n t e r e s t e d 
s t u d i e s have e x p r e s s e d o p p o s i t i o n 
to l o g g i n g in t h e area e.g. an A N U 
Dept of Forestry s t u d y in 1973 . 

A c h a p t e r in t h e repor t de ta i ls 
k n o w n natura l va lues of t h e a r e a It 

is c lea r t h a t 1) many, if no t most , of 
t h e m are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e wet 
s c l e r o p h y l l p o c k e t s u n d e r t h r e a t of 
logg ing , and 2) t h e s e va lues are 
i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h logg ing . 

'The a r g u m e n t for re ta in ing t h e 
c u r r e n t va lues of t h e area are suff­
ic ient ly s t r o n g I bel ieve, a n d the 
a r g u m e n t s for e c o n o m i c exploi t ­
a t ion of t h e t i m b e r r e s o u r c e suff­
ic ient ly weak , t o a l low t h e case f o r 
p reserv ing t h e area to be p u r s u e d 
w i th c o n f i d e n c e . However , wh i l e a 
n e c e s s a r y p r e c o n d i t i o n , th is is 
insuf f ic ien t in i tself t o a r g u e for 
fo rma l c o n s e r v a t i o n and manage­
ment . 

There are, however , severa l 
power fu l a r g u m e n t s for th is course . 
S o m e of t h e s e I have ident i f i ed as 
fo l lows , in n o o r d e r of pr ior i ty . 

1 . M a n a g e m e n t c o h e r e n c e and 
s y m p a t h y w i t h s u r r o u n d i n g natura l 
areas. To t h e s o u t h and east of t h e 
s tudy area l ies N a m a d g i Nat iona l 
Park, w h i c h has a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
m a n a g e m e n t p lan. There is l i t t le 
d o u b t tha t t h e va lue of bo th areas 
w o u l d be e n h a n c e d by t h e manage­
ment of t h e n o r t h e r n area in s y m ­
pathy w i th N a m a d g i . If t h e lands t o 
t h e w e s t are d e d i c a t e d as part of 
t h e N S W parks s y s t e m t h e s a m e 
a r g u m e n t appl ies . 

2. M a n a g e m e n t of Research . T h e 
area is an impor tan t a n d heavily-
used research laboratory a n d class­
room. These ac t iv i t i es n e e d to be 
bo th p r o t e c t e d a n d m a n a g e d . 

3. Fire M a n a g e m e n t . This is curr­
ent ly qu i te ad hoc, a s i tua t ion w h i c h 
a m a n a g e m e n t plan w o u l d certa inly 
requ i re t o be r e m e d i e d . T h e issues 
are c o m p l e x a n d requ i re m o r e t h a n 
ad hoc d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g t o resolve 
t h e i m b a l a n c e s c r e a t e d over t h e 
past 1 5 0 years of d i s r u p t i o n t o f i re 
reg imes. 

4. Recrea t ion M a n a g e m e n t . There 
are many rec rea t ion p r e s s u r e s on 
t h e area, w h i c h can only inc rease 
as Canberra 's p o p u l a t i o n does. 
5. Feral an ima l a n d w e e d cont ro l . 
Cur ren t ly random and scant; a data-
b a s e d p lan is requ i red . 

6. P ine m a n a g e m e n t . A p r o b l e m of 
t h e area is t h e very long i n v o l u t e d 
nor th -eas t b o u n d a r y of Pinus rad­
iata, an aggress ive ly c o l o n i s i n g 
w e e d s p e c i e s in a natura l forest . I 
w o u l d st rongly recommend a longer-
t e r m goal of e l i m i n a t i n g - o r a t least 
not rep lac ing af ter harvest - t h e 
peninsula of pines north of Blundel ls 
Hil l , s u r r o u n d i n g B lunde l ls F l a t 

W h i l e t h i s is not necessar i ly an 
exhaus t ive list, I be l ieve tha t it is 
su f f i c ien t ly c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d 
p o w e r f u l t o s u p p o r t an a r g u m e n t 
for t h e requ i red preserva t ion of t h e 
a rea t o be a c h i e v e d by its fo rma l 
gaze t ta l a n d p r e s c r i b e d manage ­
ment . 

I r e c o m m e n d there fore , that 
NPA p u r s u e s w i t h c o n f i d e n c e t h e 
c a s e f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n and manage ­
ment of t h e Nor th Cot ter ca tchment 
as an e x t e n s i o n of N a m a d g i NP, via 
t h e f o l l o w i n g s h o r t - t e r m m e c h a n ­
isms: 

a) Tha t a nor th Cot te r Na ture Res­
erve {mere ly a descr ip t i ve t i t le on 
my part) be p r o c l a i m e d f o r t h w i t h , as 
a s e p a r a t e reserve u n d e r t h e ACT 
N a t u r e C o n s e r v a t i o n O r d i n a n c e 
1980 , w i t h its o w n m a n a g e m e n t 
plan as prescr ibed by t h e Ordinance; 

b) tha t t h e rev is ion of th is p lan be 
t i m e d t o c o i n c i d e w i t h tha t of Nam­
adgi , a n d tha t t h e a m a l g a m a t i o n of 
t h e t w o take p lace at tha t t ime. ' 

Note: R e f e r e n c e s have been del ­
e t e d in t h e above . T h e c o m p l e t e 
report is available for purchase f rom 
t h e NPA of f ice f o r $ 6 a n d postage . 

The most important thing about 
Spaceship Earth - an instruction 
book didn't come with it. 

-R. Buckminster Fuller 

You can tell all you need to about a 
society from how it treats animals 
and beaches. 

-Frank Deford 

No one can really puli you up very 
high - you lose your grip on the 
rope. But on your own two feet you 
can climb mountains. 

-Louis Brandeis 

Individual commitment to a group 
effort - that is what makes a team 
work, a company work, a society 
work, a civilisation work. 

-V.L 

The key to success is not inform­
ation, it's people. 

-Lee lacocca 



The Gudgenby Grazing Controversy 
Kevin Frawley's article in the March Bulletin, 'The Gudgenby Property and Grazing in National Parks' has 
created some controversy. The following four letters have been received as a result ol Kevin's article. 

Remember that the Bulletin is a I or urn lor all members to e x p r e s s their views. Perhaps other members 
would like to put forward their thoughts after checking out the property for themselves. 

-Editor 

Gudgenby: A Cultural 
Heritage Asset 

This s ta temen t is a response to 
Kevin Frawley 's ar t ic le (Nat iona l 
Parks Assoc ia t ion of the ACT Bull­
e t in 25.3) on the G u d g e n b y graz ing 
issue by the ACT Her i tage Comm­
it tee, a C o m m i t t e e cha rged w i th the 
duty of having regard to all aspec ts 
of her i tage. The impl ica t ion of the 
t i t le of Kevm Frawley 's ar t ic le is 
that con t i nua t i on of g raz ing at 
Gudgenby on cu l tura l her i tage 
g rounds can be taken as suppor t 
for g raz ing in nat ional parks gen­
eral ly. This is not so. The ACT Heri­
tage Commi t tee wou ld , for example , 
s t renuous ly suppor t oppos i t i on to 
re in t roduc t i on of g raz ing or min ing 
in a f ragi le w i l de rness ecosys tem: it 
is clear, f rom archival ev idence 
avai lable, that it was not u n t o u c h e d 
wi lderness when Europeans arr ived, 
but was a man ipu la ted sys tem of 
open grassy w o o d l a n d or open 
grass f l oo red fo res l 

Dr Frawley's equa t ion w i th Braid-
w o o d is spur ious. One pas lora l 
l andscape w i th h is tor ic assoc ia t ive 
va lues is not the same as another , 
just as the par t icu lar s i te va lues 
w h i c h set one nat iona l park as ide 
wi l l be d i f ferent f rom other parks. 
The egua t ion by Dr Frawley d e m o n ­
s t ra tes a lack of apprec ia t i on o l the 
range of cu l tura l her i tage p laces , 
their h is tor ica l s ign i f i cance and 
mean ing and an unawareness of 
the in te r re la t ionsh ip b e t w e e n 
natura l and cu l tu ra l mater ia l . It a lso 
d e m o n s t r a t e s a lack of unde rs tand ­
ing of the me thodo logy wh ich is 
app l ied to the de te rm ina t i on of 
cu l tu ra l her i tage s ign i f i cance, a 
me thodo logy equal ly as r igorous 
as that emp loyed in natural her i tage 
resource work. The me thodo logy 
for determinat ion ot cul tural her i tage 
s ign i f i cance is inc identa l ly , an Aus­
t ra l ian deve lopmen t e n c a p s u l a t e d 
in the in te rna t iona l l y r ecogn i sed 
Aust ra l ia I C O M O S Gu ide l i nes for 
the Conserva t ion of Places of Cul­
tural S ign i f i cance (The Burra 
Charter) 

Accusa t i ons by Kevin Frawley of 
cu l tu ra l c r i nge and the cal l to Aus­

tral ian pr ide appear as a d is tas te fu l 
and chauv in is t ic a t tempt to be l i t t le 
the integr i ty of profess ional op in ion 
o ther than those held by himself. 
The desc r ip t ion by Kevin Frawley ot 
compar i sons w i th the USA. Br i ta in 
and Europe as i n a p p r o p r i a t e ' and 
'made in ignorance ' is scarce ly a 
pos i t ive con t r i bu t i on to in fo rmed 
d iscuss ion . The ACT Her i tage 
Commi t t ee is wary of ana log ies 
wi th Br i ta in. There are however , 
val id paral le ls w i th the USA whe re 
the Nat iona l Park Serv ice manage 
both natural and cu l tura l resources. 
Aust ra l ian natura l resource man­
agers, concen t ra t i ng on natura l 
her i tage issues in nat ional parks, 
quo te USA l i terature, p rac t ice 
research and invi te pe rsonne l to 
Austral ia. We also reserve the r ight 
to make val id compar i sons . The 
Nat iona l Park Serv ice in the USA, 
th rough their Cul tura l Resource 
M a n a g e m e n t Div is ion, manage 
cu l tu ra l her i tage s i tes inc lud ing 
histor ic s i tes. Nat iona l H is tor ic 
Parks a n d rural h is tor ic d is t r ic ts 
w i th in nat ional parks whe re wi ldf- i 
ness va lues coexist . 

Kevin Frawley 's supercH'i _ 1 

dismissa l of the h u m a n nana m 
te rms of l andscape values, mean­
ings to peop le and her i tage con ­
servat ion in terre lat ionships ignores 
the deep ly ingra ined app rec ia t i on 
of rural cu l tura l l andscapes in the 
Aust ra l ian psyche. This is we l l 
d o c u m e n t e d in l i terature sources , 
inc lud ing many of our current histor­
ians (Smith, Bolton, Russell, Blainey, 
White). It is part of human b io log ica l 
and cu l tura l cogn i t i ve responses to 
these landscapes, s t r e n g t h e n e d in 
Australia by our tradit ion of l i terature 
and landscape pa in t ing w h i c h has 
ensh r ined these cu l tu ra l land­
scapes as a national symbo l . 

This Commi t t ee recogn ises that 
graz ing has impac ted Aust ra l ian 
ecosys tems and that there is 
unequ ivoca l jus t i f i ca t ion for pre­
sent ing w i l de rness areas and nat­
ional parks on natural her i tage value 
g rounds . However , th is jus t i f i ca t ion 
does not sus ta in a d o g m a against 
pastoral ism. There is a responsibi l i ty 
to have regard to the intr insic values 
that re late to g iven p ieces of land, 

par t icu lar ly in pub l ic ownersh ip . 
Not to do so is to d iv ide suppor t for 
conserva t ion (whe ther in or out of 
nat ional parks) b y a b l inkered dis l ike 
of grazing. Gudgenby is an examp le 
of respons ib le g raz ing manage­
ment, con t i nu ing the t rad i t i ons of a 
cultural landscape where the act ions 
of European se t t lement , c o m m e n ­
c ing 150 years ago and wr i t t en 
across the face of the landscape, 
were d o c u m e n t e d over 100 years 
ago. 

Gudgenby expresses cogen t l y 
three of the va lues set out in the | 
Burra Charter . These are His tor ic 
Values. Social Va lues and Aesthet ic 
Values. The basis for cu l tu ra l herit­
age value and c o n t i n u e d graz ing at 
Gudgenby is re la ted to its h istor ic 
beg inn ings in the 1 8 3 0 s / 1 8 4 0 s 
This history is wel l d o c u m e n t e d 
and avai lab le for in te rpre ta t i ve 
purposes. Archival ev idence and 
cur rent g raz ing use show that 
Gudgenby is an ou ts tand ing exam­
ple of a mounta in valley used histor­
ical ly lor t r anshumance graz ing, 
and later se t t led graz ing; it bears 
d i s i i nc l i ve c o m p o n e n t par ts ident i ­
f iable w i th its past. These have 
been lost in o the r val leys. The 
c o m p o n e n t parts of the Gudgenby 
cu l tu ra l l andscape d isp lay in tegr i ty 
of fabric, se t t ing and appea rance 
resu l t ing in her i tage s ign i f icance^ 
as de f ined in the Burra Charter. The 
ex is t ing graz ing landscape pat te rn 
d e m o n s t r a t e s h is tor ica l inter­
re la t ionsh ips, con t inu i t y over t ime 
and s t rong h is tor ica l assoc ia t ive 
va lues because ot our k n o w l e d g e 
of h is tor ica l even ts and peop le . The 
area p resen ts a fasc ina t ing p ic ture 
of se t t l emen t by ord inary Austra­
l ians wi th w h o m peop le can identi fy. 
It is an evocat ive l iv ing l ink w i th our 
past w h o s e soc ia l h is tory va lues 
are p reserved in a l iv ing, w o r k i n g 
landscape. E lements c o n n e c t e d 
w i th G u d g e n b y ' s pastora l h is tory 
are vividly re la ted to their cu l tu ra l 
and in te l lec tua l b a c k g r o u n d ; 
Gudgenby . there fo re , s tands as a 
g e n u i n e and func t i on ing h is tor ica l 
reco rd of ou r past of \oca\, reg iona l 
and nat iona l s ign i f i cance. Loca l ly 
and reg ional ly it is s ign i f i cant 
because it is a record of se t t l emen t 

G 
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of t h e area w i t h in tegr i ty of se t t ing , 
appearance , fabr ic a n d assoc ia t ion . 
It is na t iona l ly s ign i f i can t b e c a u s e 
it w a s part of t h e remarkab le ear ly 
push in to t h e val leys of t h e s o u t h ­
w e s t part of t h e M o n a r o w i t h i n 4 0 
years of t h e f i rst f l ee t land ing . 

G u d g e n b y is a cu l tu ra l her i tage 
asset requ i r ing exper t p ro fess iona l 
t r e a t m e n t to e n s u r e c o n t i n u i t y a n d 
a p p r o p r i a t e l a n d s c a p e manage ­
ment t o p ro tec t its s ign i f icance . To 
s u g g e s t that c o n t i n u e d graz ing is a 
threat t o 'our w i l d a n d natura l land­
scapes ' is a m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

D.J. Mulvaney CMG 
Chairman 

ACT Heritage Committee 
April, 1988 

The Future of Gudgenby 
The two articles in the March Bullet in 
on t h e f u t u r e of G u d g e n b y S ta t ion 
and nat iona l park de f in i t ions 
demonst ra te t h e dif f iculty of arriving 
at a de f in i t ion t o cover c o m p l e x 
s i tua t ions and of s e c u r i n g c o n s e n ­
sus f r o m a n u m b e r of d ispara te 
op in ions . 

The Associat ion, in the immediate 
past in its c o m m e n t on t h e pol icy 
and m a n a g e m e n t p lans for Nam­
adgi , put forward submiss ions wh ich 
r e c o g n i s e d tha t t h e lease of Gud­
genby s h o u l d be reta ined until p lans 
for its fu tu re use w e r e f ina l ised a n d 
t h e Serv ice had t h e abi l i ty to imple­
ment t h e m . 

T h e N C D C Pol icy Plan of J u n e 
1 9 8 6 d iv ided G u d g e n b y in to t w o 
s e c t i o n s t o a l low graz ing to be 
phased out . The w e s t e r n s e c t i o n 
w o u l d be natura l ly revege ta ted as a 
buf fer to t h e W i l d e r n e s s Area. T h e 
eas te rn s e c t i o n w o u l d be used for 
car based recreat ion and t h e home­
s tead re ta ined for park purposes . 
The Service in its M a n a g e m e n t Plan 
of June 1986, issued simultaneously 
w i th t h e N C D C Pol icy Plan, is in 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n in tha t it o p p o s e s a 
phased w i t h d r a w a l of g r a z i n g a n d 
t h e use of t h e bu i ld ings for park 
purposes . W i t h t h e p r o p o s e d lease 
t e r m i n a t i o n t h e po l icy makers a n d 
managers are at o d d s s ince I k n o w 
of no pub l ic var ia t ion of t h e N C D C 
pol icy d o c u m e n t . 

Assoc ia t ion c o m m e n t on t h e 
N C D C pol icy plan w a s that the 
p resent land use be ma in ta ined 

a n d graz ing s t o p p e d w h e r e regen­
e r a t i o n occurs . 

C o m m e n t on t h e Serv ice draft 
m a n a g e m e n t plan w a s more ex ten­
sive and recogn ised the importance 
of G u d g e n b y as a w i l d e r n e s s buf fer 
z o n e in res t r ic t ing publ ic access 
and its value in f i re and w e e d control . 
The Assoc ia t ion c o m m e n d e d t h e 
Serv ice on its in i t ia t ive to carry out 
invest igat ive s tud ies but expressed 
c o n c e r n that b e f o r e t h e leas ing 
w a s t e r m i n a t e d , all p lans s h o u l d be 
in r e a d i n e s s and a d e q u a t e f u n d s 
and resources be available to imple­
ment t h e plan. Unti l p lans and f u n d s 
w e r e at hand, no o b j e c t i o n was 
ra ised for appropr ia te leasing to 
e x t e n d , w i t h incent ives for t h e 
l essee t o act in t h e in te res ts of 
u l t imate park pol icy. 

T h e Assoc ia t ion o u t l i n e d a n u m ­
ber of i t e m s it w o u l d l ike t o be 
inc luded in the invest igat ive studies 
and t h e s e inc luded : park ing areas, 
publ ic access across t h e proper ty , 
f i re c o n t r o l measures , res tora t ion 
of pas ture areas, rea f fores ta t ion , 
assistance to t h e lessee to progress 
t h e post lease s tage a n d a survey of 
e d u c a t i o n a l ins t i tu t ions to s e e if 
there is a requ i rement for t h e home­
s t e a d to be used for e d u c a t i o n a l or 
f ie ld s tudy purposes . 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s on t h e f u t u r e 
use of G u d g e n b y are st i l l ac t ive 
and, on past exper ience , unt i l t h e s e 
are c o n s o l i d a t e d , it is p r e m a t u r e t o 
t e r m i n a t e t h e lease in J u n e 1 9 8 9 
and poss ib ly leave the w h o l e of t h e 
p roper ty w i t h o u t t h e r e s o u r c e s to 
m a n a g e it. T h e va lue of t h e p roper ty 
as a f i re buf fer zone w a s d e m o n ­
st ra ted dur ing the devastat ing 1983 
f i re and w i t h d r a w a l s h o u l d be in at 
least t w o phases in a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e p r o m u l g a t e d N C D C pol icy. 

In t h e proven Bradley m e t h o d of 
bush regenerat ion, one of t h e s ta ted 
pr inc ip les is t o a l low regenera t ion 
to d ictate the clear ing rate of exotics. 
The w i t h d r a w a l rate of ca t t l e s h o u l d 
be an e x p e r i m e n t d e s i g n e d to 
max imise t h e resources avai lable. 
This p rocedure is both economica l ly 
a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y s o u n d . There 
are many e x a m p l e s in t h e declar ­
a t ion of n e w nat iona l park areas, 
w h e r e t h e abrup t t e r m i n a t i o n of 
g raz ing has resu l ted in exo t ics pro­
l i ferat ing a n d b e c o m i n g c o m p l e t e l y 
out of h a n d t h r o u g h t h e inab i l i ty of 
a Serv ice t o e rad ica te t h e m . 

It is n o w over f ive years s i n c e a 

major part of t h e B o b o y a n p ine 
fo res t w a s burnt . T h e d e a d t rees 
a re n o w b e i n g b l o w n over in to tan ­
g l e d h e a p s and exo t ics pro l i fe ra te 
u n c h e c k e d . T h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n is 
u n a b l e t o c o p e w i t h t h e p r o b l e m . 
Wi l l t h e a d j o i n i n g G u d g e n b y , l ike­
wise , b e c o m e a w i l d e r n e s s of 
w e e d s ? 

Reg Alder 
March, 1988 

Gudgenby 
T h e r e c e n t a n n o u n c e m e n t by t h e 
Parks a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n Serv ice 
t h a t t h e g r a z i n g l e a s e i n t h e G u d ­
g e n b y Val ley w o u l d be t e r m i n a t e d 
in J u n e 1 9 8 9 { r e p o r t e d by Kevin 
Frawley in t h e last Bul le t in) wi l l be 
w e l c o m e d by m e m b e r s . As o n e w h o 
w a s in t ima te ly i n v o l v e d in t h e c a m ­
pa ign t o r e m o v e g r a z i n g f rom t h e 
Orrora l Valley, I a m par t icu lar ly 
p l e a s e d t h a t t h e a i m s of t h e Assoc­
iat ion to c o n s e r v e t h e natural values 
of the Park are s lowly be ing real ised. 

As s o m e c o m m e n t s have been 
m a d e c o n c e r n i n g t h e r e t e n t i o n of 
E u r o p e a n c u l t u r a l her i tage a n d 
c u r r e n t p a t t e r n s of land use in t h e 
Park, it may be t i m e l y t o re -emphas­
ise t h e ro le of na t iona l p a r k s in c o n ­
serv ing natural ecosystems, and the 
vital part p layed by NPAs a r o u n d 
Austra l ia in s t r iv ing to p r o t e c t and 
e x t e n d Austra l ia 's Na t iona l Park 
s y s t e m . A na t iona l parks sys tem is 
n e e d e d to c o n s e r v e t h e diverse 
a n d fasc ina t ing e c o s y s t e m s and 
wi ld l i fe of Austra l ia , a n d t o p r o t e c t 
a reas of o u t s t a n d i n g s c e n i c value. 
Parks are i m p o r t a n t for recreat ion , 
research , e d u c a t i o n , re ten t ion of 
d iversi ty , a n d p r o t e c t i o n of f ragi le 
env i ronments . N o n e of these needs 
can be i g n o r e d if w e w i s h to c o n ­
serve our dist inct ive natural heritage 
for f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . 

For a l l t h e s e reasons, g raz ing is 
not an ac t iv i ty w e w o u l d w a n t t o 
s u p p o r t in na t iona l parks. As has 
been d o c u m e n t e d in many s tudies , 
g raz ing modi f i es natura l ecosys­
tems, e i ther de l iberate ly or incident­
ally, in w a y s w h i c h prevent natura l 
p r o c e s s e s f rom c o n t i n u i n g , and 
m o s t impor tan t ly , w h i c h r e d u c e t h e 
natura l s p e c i e s d ivers i ty in an area. 
In a w i d e r contex t , g raz ing a lso 
i m p a c t s land m a n a g e m e n t issues 
s u c h as c a t c h m e n t m a n a g e m e n t , 
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w h e r e eros ion , as wel l as  s i l ta t ion   
and po l lu t ion of s t reams are impor­
tant issues. These are par t icu lar ly 
important issues for our a lp ine parks 
sys tem. 

The cha l lenge then, in Gudgenby, 
is to manage the change to a natural 
reg ime w i thou t p roduc ing undesi r ­
ab le s ide-e f fec ts for the Park. This 
cha l l enge has been met in Kos­
c iusko. K inchega. and o ther parks 
whe re graz ing was once a maior 
act iv i ty. The ACT Parks Serv ice is 
no less able to manage this process, 
w i th s t rong suppor t f rom conserv­
at ion organ isa t ions . 

The p reserva t ion of Eu ropean 
pastora l her i tage and rural land­
s c a p e values in the ACT a n d surr­
o u n d i n g reg ion , a lso an impor tan t 
issue, can be m a n a g e d w i thou t 
compromis ing nat ional parks values 
in Namadg i . There are a number of 
exce l len t examp les ot working 
graz ing propert ies, such as Lanyon. 
w h i c h have been, and can c o n t i n u e 
to be m a n a g e d to p reserve these 
va lues w i thou t the same con f l i c ts 
wh ich ar ise in Namadg i . Fi lm and 
o the r forms of d o c u m e n t a t i o n can 
a lso be used to preserve any form 
of her i tage before c h a n g e s occu r in 
pa t te rns of land use. 

In nat iona l parks, the pr ime goa l 
is the conservation ot natural 
systems. Wi th the imminen t cess­
a t ion of g raz ing at Gudgenby . w e 
have the oppo r tun i t y to ex tend th is 
concep t to ano the r impor tan t part 
of Namadg i We shou ld grasp this 
oppor tun i t y and prov ide s t rong 
suppor t for the ACT Parks Serv ice 
m this endeavour . 

Neville Esau 

29 April. 1938 

Grazing in Gudgenby 
Our Pres ident was en t i t l ed to s ta te 
in the March Bu l le t in his bel ief that 
the te rmina t ion of g raz ing in Gud­
genby w o u l d have genera l suppor t 
in the Assoc ia t ion . Neve r the less I 
am scep t i ca l as to w h e t h e r this 
bel ief is val id. Some m e m b e r s are 
b o u n d to d i sagree and I w o u l d 
ques t i on w h e t h e r most m e m b e r s 
have though t much about the 
mat ter let a lone reached any con ­
c lus ion. So pe rhaps I may express a 
d i ssen t ing v iew and point out s o m e 
of the imp l ica t ions w h i c h have not 

been canvassed in the Bul le t in . 
Personal ly I am in favour of a 

con t inua t ion of g raz ing in Gud­
genby. I f ind i taes the t i ca l l yp leas ing 
and Gudgenby prov ides a usefu l 
buf fer zone on the f r inges of the 
Namadg i w i l de rness area. Except 
in pure ly ideo log ica l te rms I do not 
bel ieve that g raz ing in G u d g e n b y 
adverse ly a f fec ts Namadg i . I w o u l d 
much prefer to see the lessee 
g ran ted a long and secure ex ten ­
sion. 

This is not to say that I am in 
favour o l g raz ing in every nat iona l 
park but I be l ieve that a reasonab le 
deg ree of f lex ib i l i ty is des i rab le . 
Summer grazing in high alp ine areas 
should certainly be banned because 
of the des t ruc t ion it causes t o a lp ine 
plant commun i t i es . But in the case 
of a p roduc t ive , l ong-c leared val ley 
f loor such as G u d g e n b y I can see 
no ob jec t i ons to wel l m a n a g e d 
graz ing , p rov ided pub l i c a c c e s s 
t h rough the p roper ty is p reserved. 

An area such as the G u d g e n b y 
lease wil l not readi ly or qu ick ly 
regenera te as natura l forest w h e n 
g raz ing ceases. It will ra ther , at 
least tor the next 30 -40 years, be­
c o m e a was te of poor sc rub wi th a 
large popu la t ion of i n t roduced 
plants, espec ia l ly b ramb les an-r1 

briars. The ACT Admin i s t ra t i on ' 
not have the resources to ma i r -o i 
or rep lant the area. The a l ready 
large kangaroo popu la t ion may 
keep down pas ture g r o w t h but in 
seasons of lush growth severe grass 
f ires may occur. Fu r the rmore I can 
see no logic in leaving the very s low 
growing Gudgenby pine p lantat ions 
unt i l they are ready to be harves ted 
in 20 years t ime or so wh i le bann ing 
graz ing in the ad jo in ing areas. 

In any case I ser ious ly ques t i on 
whe the r G u d g e n b y is l ikely to be 
left a lone after J u n e 1989. The 
probabi l i ty is. g iven Gudgenby ' s 
scenic values and easy accessibi l i ty, 
that d e m a n d wi l l g row rapidly tor its 
deve lopmen t as a rec rea t ion and 
tour ism cent re . There is a l ready 
increas ing d e m a n d for more camp­
ing /ca ravan fac i l i t ies w i th in the 
ACT. The G u d g e n b y h o m e s t e a d 
area w o u l d be we l l su i ted for such a 
purpose. From camp ing and cara­
vann ing it is only a shor t s tep to a 
tour ism cent re , comp le te w i th k iosk, 
cha le ts , ch i ld ren 's p layg round , 
sw imming poo l and large all-
wea the r car park. 

Rid ing access is ano the r l ikely 
demand . It is no t a des i rab le act iv i ty 
in a nat iona l park because horses -
and espec ia l l y numbers of horses 
o rgan ised by commerc i a l in terests 
as is h a p p e n i n g e l sewhe re - a re 
bound to i n t roduce w e e d s th rough 
t h e i r f o d d e r a n d d ropp ings . B u t t h e 
large open areas of Gudgenby . 
g iv ing access to Rendezvous Creek 
on one s ide and the Naas Val ley 
and Grassy Creek on the other, are 
invi t ing for r iders. 

And of cou rse the G u d g e n b y 
area cou ld p rov ide sp lend id faci l ­
i t ies for 4 W D and t ra i lb ike en thus­
iasts to d e m o n s t r a t e the i r ta len ts 
for env i ronmen ta l imp rovemen t 
cha rg ing t h rough swamps a n d 
c reek beds and up s teep s lopes. 

Self gove rnmen t is a lmost upon 
us. It is go ing to br ing p ro found 
c h a n g e s to the con t ro l s t ruc tu re of 
the ACT. The authority of bu reau­
cra ts wi l l be mod i f ied and reduced 
by the pol i t ica l process. Coup led 
w i th the w e a k n e s s of the s ta tu to ry 
p ro tec t i on en joyed by our nat iona l 
park th is can easi ly mean that very 
real a n d new env i ronmen ta l press­
ures are l ike ly to ar ise t o t he detr i ­
ment of Namadgi . Ideological pur i ty 
wil l not. I am afraid, be e f fec t ive in 
w i ths tand ing such pressures and 
our Assoc ia t i on may wel l c o m e t o 
regret the vo id that wil l shor t ly be 
c rea ted in Gudgenby . 

Alastair Morrison 

20 March. 1933 

Typewriter 
For Sale 

The Assoc ia t ion has an o ld type­
wr i ter wh ich has been tw ice super­
seded - first by ou r electr ic typewriter 
and now by our computer . If anyone 
w o u l d l ike to pu rchase the o ld 
typewr i ter , it is a barga in at $ 1 0 or 
nearest offer. If you are in te res ted , 
p lease con tac t the Secre ta ry or the 
Off ice. 



Eden Forests: New National Parks-
almost? perhaps? 

I n fo rmat ion f r o m ar t ic le by G r a h a m e Wel ls in National Parks Journal (NSW) 32(1) 1 9 8 8 : 9 - 1 1 . 

Prior t o t h e N S W Sta te e lec t ion , 
L ibera l leader N ick Gre iner and 
Na t iona l Party leader Wal Mur ray 
s t a t e d tha t s h o u l d t h e o p p o s i t i o n 
w i n t h e f o r t h c o m i n g e l e c t i o n , t h e y 
w o u l d not p r o c e e d w i t h t h e revo­
ca t ion of t h e Sta te Forests necess­
ary t o br ing a b o u t t h e d e d i c a t i o n of 
p r o p o s e d n e w nat ional parks in t h e 
south -east . T h e resul ts of tha t elec­
t ion are now history, and unless 
t h e r e is a c h a n g e in coa l i t ion d i rect ­
ion in N e w S o u t h Wales , t h e f u t u r e 
of t h e parks proposa l looks bleak. 

T h e ex ten t of t h e s e park pro­
p o s a l s is o u t l i n e d b e l o w (see map). 

The Greater Coolangubra 
National Park 

This park wil l inc lude the exist ing 
N u n g a t t a a n d Na lbaugh Nat ional 
Parks as wel l as an addit ional 35 ,100 
hectares br inging its area to 47 ,260 
hectares . 

T h e park takes in t h e n o m i n a t e d 
C o o l a n g u b r a Wi lde rness a n d pro­
t e c t s all land in t h e v ic in i ty on t h e 
In ter im List of t h e Regis ter of t h e 
Nat ional Estate. 

C o o l a n g u b r a Nat iona l Park wi l l 
i nc lude t h e "spectacu la r g o r g e s " of 
M y a n b a a n d S tockyard Creeks, as 
we l l as water fa l ls and o t h e r s c e n i c 
areas. It c o n t a i n s severa l land sys­
t e m s not r e p r e s e n t e d in ex is t ing 
Parks a n d wi l l prov ide a l ink w i th 

| t h e C o o p r a c a m b r a Nat ional Park in 
Victor ia . 

T h e Park wil l con ta in 11 p lant 
c o m m u n i t i e s w h i c h pr ior to t h e 
Eden d e c i s i o n w e r e poor ly conser ­
ved . Addi t iona l ly , it w o u l d p r o t e c t 
four rare a n d t h r e a t e n e d plant 
s p e c i e s a n d seven e n d a n g e r e d 
m a m m a l spec ies . 

Tantawangalo National 
Park 

T h e n e w T a n t a w a n g a l o Park wi l l 
protect t h e ca tchment wh ich reliably 
s u p p l i e s h igh qua l i ty f reshwate r t o 
rural t o w n s h i p s in t h e Bega Shire . 
T a n t a w a n g a l o Creek qua l i f i es as a 
"wi ld a n d scen ic river". 

T h e Park wi l l i n c l u d e t h e on ly 
area of upland forest on basalt wh ich 
remains unc leared in t h e W o o d c h i p 
A g r e e m e n t Area. T w o rare e u c a l y p t 
s p e c i e s wi l l be p r o t e c t e d and t h e 
area inc ludes impor tan t habi ta t f o r 

W i t h p e r m i s s i o n of author . 
severa l rare an imals a n d arborea l 
m a m m a l s in t h e reg ion . 

Wadbilliga National Park 
additions 

A major add i t ion of 14 ,000 hec­
ta res t o t h e s o u t h e r n e n d of t h e 
Park i n c o r p o r a t i n g Bega S w a m p s 
a n d B e m b o k a Sta te Forest . 

T h e add i t ion wi l l c o n t a i n t h e 
largest s t a n d of Coo l T e m p e r a t e 
ra in forest in t h e reg ion , a n d wi l l 
e n c o m p a s s t w o p lant c o m m u n i t i e s 
not a d e q u a t e l y p r o t e c t e d else­
where . 

Egan Peaks Nature Reserve 
A large e x t e n s i o n of 10 ,800 

h e c t a r e s w i l l p r o t e c t 10 rare plants, 
i n c l u d i n g four w h i c h are n e w t o 
sc ience . In a d d i t i o n four inad­

e q u a t e l y c o n s e r v e d p lant c o m m u n ­
ities wil l receive bet ter conservat ion. 
T h e habi ta t of f ive e n d a n g e r e d 
m a m m a l s wi l l a lso be p r o t e c t e d . 

T h e a d d i t i o n s wi l l p ro tec t t w o 
u n d i s t u r b e d r iver c a t c h m e n t s and 
he lp p r o t e c t an impor tan t w i ld l i fe 
c o r r i d o r b e t w e e n t h e coast a n d t h e 
tab le lands . 

Murrah Nature Reserve 
This n e w N a t u r e Reserve 

e n c o m p a s s e s land w h i c h is a l ready 
g iven s o m e m e a s u r e of p r o t e c t i o n 
u n d e r t h e National Parks and Wild­
life Act as t h e B i a m a n g a Abor ig ina l 
Place. 

T h e area is l i s ted on t h e Regis ter 
of t h e Na t iona l Estate . 
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Summary of Report to 
Minister of Lands 

The following is a summary of a 
report offered as constructive crit­
icism to (he Minister of Lands. 

Our par ty (8 adu l ts and 3 ch i ld ren) 
left Canber ra o n Box ing Day morn­
ing, mak ing c a m p at the Hen ry 
Ange l Flat 10km sou th of Tum-
ba rumba at lunch t ime, for a stay of 
two n ights and th ree days. 

W e were all p leasant ly su rp r i sed 
at the h is tor ica l con ten t of the area 
w i th respect to H u m e and Hovel l 
and h u m a n act iv i ty, f irst go ld min ing 
and n o w agr icu l tu re . We enthus­
iast ica l ly read every pamph le t a n d 
p laque avai lab le and are eager for 
more h is tor ica l in fo rmat ion o n l i ie 
a round the rou te of this exped i t ion . 

F rom our w i d e c o m b i n e d exper­
ience w e felt that the fac i l i t ies and 
space at the t rack-head were excel l ­
ent. We are eager to re turn in 
ano the r season pe rhaps in sp r ing 
to see the f lowers and visit fu r ther 
af ie ld . 

W e 1 eel that the pub l ic has been 
b o m b a r d e d w i th act iv i t ies re la t ing 
to the B icen tenn ia l year, and it 
appea red to us that the Lands 
Depar tmen t may have d o n e th is 
w o r K w i thout giv ing enough thought 
to t u t u i e u^t f a n u ma in tenance , eg 
the camp ing a r e a i s vu lnerab le to 
m isuse and vanda l ism. Wh i le w e 
were there, t h e r e w a s f a r too much 
beer -dr ink i ng. las I driving, dust , 
and "b lue ' music into the ear ly 
morn ing f rom the t rans ient lout ish 
e lement , t o the annoyance of those 
w a n t i n g qu ie tness . One canno t 
imag ine t h e local po l ice w o u l d b e 
keen to pat ro l 1 0 k m out of the town 
regu lar ly T h e g e n e r o u s prov is ion 
of fac i l tnes has b e e n a b u s e d - a 

board torn f rom the BBQ shel ter, 
w o m e n ' s to i le ts f l ooded , and hot 
wash ing -up water used for showers 
i n the si te for d isab led peop le 's 
to i le ts (and w e u n d e r s t a n d 9 rol ls of 
to i let paper used as bath- towels) . 

W e sugges t that the hot water 
faci l i ty shou ld be removed o r that 
showers shou ld be prov ided. We 
real ise that a t peak t imes showers 
wil l need more serv ic ing. 

Fortunately most campers set t led 
c lose to the faci l i t ies. W e w e r e mos t 
gra te fu l for the access to both s ides 
of the c reek, because w e w e r e thus 

a b l e t o e n j o y a c o o l a n d pr iva te s i te 
away f rom the c rowds . 

The first a f te rnoon we wa l ked to 
the junc t ion of Burra and Tum-
barumba c reeks and were great ly 
i n te res ted in the d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
and pho tos a long the track. There is 
scope for th is to be ex tended . The 
genera l publ ic does not appear to 
go far b e y o n d the water fa l l , and 
f rom the re on the t rack was at t imes 
faint, ove rg rown and i nadequa te l y 
marked. 

The next day we w a l k e d to the 
Junc t i on Camps i te and re tu rned . 
The track was in poor cond i t i on and 
overgrown, and needs to be c leared 
in a much wider swathe. We suspect 
it may have been vanda l i sed or 
sabo taged in p laces. Very few t rack 
markers remain , and the t imber 
barr iers on this no r the rn part of the 
t rack have all had the nuts r emoved 
f rom the bol ts , so that the cross­
beams can be easi ly removed , and 
the barr iers are w e a k e n e d . A large 
t ree has fa l len ac ross a s ignpos t 
and some of the d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
Br idges and s teps are wel l madf 
and were in g o o d cond i t i on 

We were c o n c e r n e d about 
access to publ ic roads. Having been 
emphat ica l l y den ied access on one 
road, a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g the unwi l l ­
ingness of farmers to have hood­
lums roaring around their propert ies, 
w e shou ld l ike to be adv ised of our 
r ights. 

Staff f rom the Depa r tmen t have 
been par t icu lar ly w i l l i ng a n d he lp ­
ful and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e has been 
prompt and informat ive. II the Lands 
Depar tment is to be success fu l in 
the deve lopmen t and ma in tenance 
of var ious ca tego r ies of t racks it 
shou ld not on ly a d o p t s o m e man--
agement p rac t i ces f rom other au th ­
or i t ies but a lso c rea te its own . 

In his reply of 2 9 Feb 1988, the 
Min is ter sa id that t he p rob lems of 
vanda l ism men t i oned in (he report 
were be ing inves t iga ted . He con­
f i rmed our remarks on ove rg rown 
parts and vandal ism, and said that 
the Austral ian Trust of Conservat ion 
Vo lun teers w o u l d be car ry ing out a 
month ly ma in tenance p i og ramme. 
He d id not g ive (he in fo rmat ion we 
were seek ing on legal access. 

The full repor t is on f i le in the 
NPA records. 



20 August - Saturday Ski Tr ip (A/B) 
Perisher Area Ref: Kosciusko 1 :S0 0 0 0 
Leader: Phil Bubb 46 6 1 3 4 (w) 81 4929 (h) 
Phone leader early for details of this day trip for relatively 
inexperienced skiers. Exact location depends on snow. 
Numbers l imited 450 km drive. 

21 A u g u s t - S u n d a y Walk (B/C) 
5 Peaks Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0830. A walk of 20 km 
climbing five individual peaks south east of Mt Gudgenby. 
Steep climbs, one of 350m at start. 100 km drive. 

20/21 A u g u s t - W e e k e n d Pack Walk (1/2) 
Peak adjacent to Mt McKeahnie 

Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday. Easy pack walk 6km up 
Orroral Valley then from base camp a 400-500m explor­
atory climb up un-named peak 120 km drive. 

27 August - Saturday Ski Tr ip (A/B) 
Three Mile Dam/Reeds Hil l 

Ref: Cabramurra 1:2S 000 
Leader: Nevil le Esau 86 4176 
An easy day ski tour of approx 10-12 km. The venue may 
vary with weather and snow conditions. The outing 
should be suitable for less experienced skiers but is not 
meant for beginners. Contact leader as numbers are 
limited. 350 km return drive. 

28 August - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Histor ic Walk Ref Yaouk 1:25 000 , 

Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0745 or Brayshaws Hut at 
0900. A 19 km walk at bottom end of Namadgi which 
takes in Brayshaws, Westermans and Grassy Creek 
Huts, Lone Pine and Boboyan ruins. Easy walk except for 
distance. 160 km drive. 

31 A u g u s t - W e d n e s d a y Weekday Walk 
Boboyan Hut on Hospita l Creek 

Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Robert Story 81 2174 
Meet: 0930 at Glendale Park Headquarters. 13 km walk 
with 100 km drive. 

4 September - Sunday Walk (B/C) 
Middle /Rendezvous Creeks 

Ref: Rendezvous Ck 1:25 000 
Leader: Graham Gutt r idge 31 4330 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0830. A 14 km walk with a 
400m clib up the (Mavis) ridge between Middle and 
Rendezvous Creeks. Excellent views over the Gudgenby 
Valley and southern end of Namadgi National Park 100 
km drive. 

3 /4 September - Pack Walk (1) 
Star l ights Trail and Nattai River 

Ref: Burragorang 1 :100000 
Leader: Kevin Tot terdel l 81 4410 
An easy weekend pack walk with base camp at the Nattai 
River. Easy/medium walking throughout the weekend. 
15km round trip. Contact leader for details. 380 km drive. 

11 September - Sunday Ski Trip (C) 
Guthega area Ref: Kosciusko 1:50 000 
Leader: Phil Bubb 46 6134 (w) 81 4929 (h) 
A challenging trip to Whites River Hut and Schlink Pass 
with a significant climb. Down Disappointment Spur 
with some walking and carrying skis for about 1 hour. 
Snow conditions may cause changes. Contact leader 
early for details. Experienced skiers. 450 km drive. 

10/11 September - Weekend Pack Walk (1/2) 
Grassy Creek area Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
Contact leader by Wednesday. Easy pack walk. Several 
km walk up Grassy Creek from Mt Clear, then from base 
camp do exploratory walks involving 400m climb. 140 km 
drive. 

15 S e p t e m b e r - T h u r s d a y Weekday Walk (A) Ginninderra
 Falls Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Gladys Joyce 95 6959 
Meet: Carpark at entrance to Ginninderra Reserve 1000. 
Walks on tracks to see falls and down to Murrumbidgee. 
4/5 km, 100m climb. Entrance ch&rge. Pensioners free. 

18 September - Sunday Walk (A) 
Brandy Flat Hut Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Jean Marshall 31 3443 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0930 for 8 km walk on fire 
trail from Glendale Crossing to Brandy Flat Hut. 80 km 
drive. 

24 /25 September - Car Camp 
Berrima - Box Vale Track 

Ref: Burragorang 1:100 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 

Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this pleasant 
car camp. Arrive by lunch time Saturday and walk around 
outskirts of Berrima in afternoon. Sunday an historic walk 
on Boxvale Track, possibly continuing along the Natai 
River to Mittagong. 

POINTS TO NOTE 

N e w f a c e s t o l ead , n e w p l a c e s to g o ! 
P lease h e l p t o k e e p o u r O u t i n g s P r o g r a m a l ive by v o l u n t e e r i n g 
to l e a d a w a l k o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
C o n t a c t W a l k s C o n v e n o r Ian H a y n e s o n 51 4 7 6 2 (h). 

All p e r s o n s j o i n i n g an o u t i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n 
of t h e A C T . d o s o a s v o l u n t e e r s in all r e s p e c t s a n d a s s u c h 
a c c e p t s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y fo r a n y in ju ry h o w s o e v e r i n c u r r e d 
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e A.C.T., Its o f f i c e 
b e a r e r s a n d a p p o i n t e d l e a d e r s a re a b s o l v e d f r o m a n y l iab i l i ty in 
r e s p e c t of a n y in ju ry o r d a m a g e s u f f e r e d w h i l s t e n g a g e d in a n y 
s u c h o u t i n g . 

* * * * * * 

T h e C o m m i t t e e s u g g e s t s a d o n a t i o n of FIVE c e n t s per k i l o m e t r e 
( c a l c u l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t do l lar ) b e o f f e r e d to t h e d r i v e r b y e a c h 
p a s s e n g e r a c c e p t i n g t ranspor t . Dr ive a n d w a l k d i s t a n c e s q u o t e d 
in t h e P r o g r a m a r e fo r a p p r o x i m a t e r e t u r n j o u r n e y s . *m 

OUTINGS PROGRAM 

J u n e - S e p t e m b e r 1988 

O U T I N G S G U I D E 
D a y W a l k s - C a r r y l u n c h , d r i n k s & p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g 
P a c k W a l k s - T w o o r m o r e days , c a r r y all f o o d a n d c a m p i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 
C a r C a m p s - O f t e n l i m i t e d o r n o f a c l l i t i e s . V e h i c l e s t a k e n t o s i t e c a n 

b e u s e d fo r c a m p i n g . B O O K W I T H L E A D E R EARLY. 
O t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e N a t u r e R a m b l e s , F ie ld G u i d e S t u d i e s , S k i 
T o u r s , S n o w Craf ts , Tree M a i n t e n a n c e a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s . 

D A Y W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
A U p t o 1 5 k m , m a i n l y o n t r a c k s o r f o r e s t roads , r e l a t i v e l y f lat t e r r a i n 

o r s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s o p e n b u s h l a n d . 
B U p t o 2 0 k m , ma in ly o n t r a c k s or s h o r t e r w a l k s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s 

o p e n b u s h . 
C A s f o r 'B ' may i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r r a i n , i.e. h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g o r s c r a m b l i n g o r s t e e p te r ra in . 
D U p t o 3 0 k m , re la t i ve ly easy t e r r a i n or less o v e r t r a c k l e s s or s t e e p 

te r ra in . 

P A C K W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
1 U p to 1 4 k m a d a y o v e r re la t ive ly e a s y te r ra in . 
2 U p to 2 0 k m a day, m a y invo lve l o n g a s c e n t s . 
3 As fo r '2' may i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r ra in , ie, h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g or s c r a m b l i n g . 
4 S t r e n u o u s l o n g d i s t a n c e o r m u c h s t e e p c l i m b i n g o r v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

t e r ra in . 
5 E x p l o r a t o r y in an a r e a u n f a m i l i a r t o t h e leader . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n wi l l b e c o n t a i n e d in t h e a c t u a l w a l k s p r o g r a m . If 
n e c e s s a r y c o n t a c t leader . 



1 June - Wednesday Walk (A) 
Mount Mugga Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Robert Story 81 2174 
A p l e a s a n t w a l k o f 1 0 k m . T e l e p h o n e l e a d e r f o r t i m e a n d 

p l a c e of m e e t i n g . 

5 June - Sunday Walk (A) 
Majors Creek Falls Ref: Monga 1:25 000 
Leader: Stephen Forst 51 6817 
M e e t : K i n g ' s H i g h w a y & T h u r r a l i l l y S t r e e t . O u e a n b e y a n 
0 9 0 0 . A 5 k m w a l k t o a l o o k o u t a b o v e M a j o r s C r e e k F a l l s 
n e a r A r a l u e n . 2 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

11/12/13 June - Car Camp 
Oallen Ford Ref: Ulladulla 1:100 000 
Leader: Russ Kefford 26 2631 
T e l e p h o n e l e a d e r b e f o r e W e d n e s d a y . B a s e c a m p w i t h 
w a l k s in t h e B u d a w a n g s - C o r a n g P e a k a n d A d m i r a t i o n 
P o i n t . 2 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

11/12 /13 June - Pack Walk (3/5) 
Genoa River Ref: Craigie 1 MOO000 

Nungatta 1:25 000 , Yambulla 1:25 000 
Leaders: Pat & Eric P icker ing 86 2128 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r s b y W e d n e s d a y . T h i s w i l l b e a n e x p l o r a t o r y 
w a l k in t h e u p p e r r e a c h e s of t h e G e n o a R i v e r , o n t h e 
N S W / V i c t o r i a n b o r d e r , i n a n a r e a b o u n d e d b y t h e G e n o a 
R i v e r , M t C o o p r a c a m b r a  M t N i n g a t t a  a n d M t M e r r a g u n e g i n
 N o t for b e g i n n e r s a s s t e e p c l i m b s , r o c k s c r a m b ­
l i n g a n d s c r u b m a y b e i n v o l v e d . G o r g e s a n d m o u n t a i n 
v i e w s . 5 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

18 June - Saturday Walk (A) 
Canberra Skyl ine Ref: ACT 1:000 000 
Leader: Peter Roe 91 9535 
M e e t : K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 9 0 0 . A 1 2 k m w a l k u p a n d 
o v e r M t T a y l o r ( 2 0 0 m ) a n d a c r o s s t o F a r r a e r  R i d g e . U p t o 
M t W a n n i a s s a  T r i g t h e n r e t u r n t o c a r s b y a r o u n d t r i p . 

19 June - Sunday History Drive/Walk (A) 
History Tour - Various Sites Ref: ACT 1:000 000 
Leader: Doreen Wi lson 88 5215 
M e e t : C h i s h o l m S h o p p i n g C e n t r e a t 0 9 0 0 f o r a t o u r of 
a x e g r i n d i n g g r o o v e s , c a n o e t r e e , r o c k s h e l t e r a n d F a r r e r ' s 
g r a v e . B r i n g l u n c h . 4 0 k m d r i v e . 

26 June - Sunday Walk (C) 
Booth Range and Dry Creek 

Ref: Miche lago 1:25 000 , Col inton 1:25 000 
Leader: Jack Smart 4 8 8 1 7 1 
M e e t : K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 8 0 0 . W a l k f r o m B r a n d y  
F l a t F i r e T r a i l t o B o o t h  h i l l  f o l l o w s o u t h e r l y r i d g e t o f r o s t 
v a l l e y a n d t o D r y C r e e k . A 1 6 k m w a l k o n a c i r c u l a r r o u t e , 
s o m e t h i c k s c r u b a n d s c r e e s l o p e s . C l i m b of 7 0 0 m . 1 2 0 
k m d r i v e . 

26 June - Sunday Walk (A) 
Mts Ainsl ie /Majura Ref: ACT 1:000 000 
Leader: J u d i t h Webster 47 6769 
M e e t . H o r s e p a d d o c k i n A n t i l l S t r e e t j u s t p a s t e n d o f 
h o u s e s t o w a r d s H e a l t h H o s t e l a t 1 0 0 0 . C l i m b M t M a j u r a 
o n f o o t p a t h , t h e n a l o n g r i d g e t o M l A i n s l i e a n d b a c k 
a l o n g f i r e t r a i l 7 k m w a l k . 

29 June - Wednesday Weekday Walk (A) 
Mt McDonald Ref: ACT 1 :000000 
Leader: Charles Hill 95 8924 
M e e t . E u c u m b e n e D r i v e a n d C o t t e r R o a d 0 9 3 0 R a m b l e 
a n d w a l k f o r 6 k m w i t h 1 5 0 m s t e e p r i s e T r a c k s a n d 
f o r e s t r y r o a d s , v e r y g o o d v i e w s . 2 0 k m d r i v e 

2/3 July - Pack Walk (3/5) 
Square Top Mountain and Castle Hill 

Ref: Endrick 1:25 000 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y . A p a r t l y e x p l o r a t o r y w a l k 
in a s e l d o m v i s i t e d a r e a o f t h e w e s t e r n B u d a w a n g s . M o s t 
of t h e w a l k w i l l b e o f f t r a c k s a n d r o c k s c r a m b l i n g m a y b e 
i n v o l v e d . 3 0 0 k m d r i v e 

10 July - Sunday Walk (B) 
Mt Coree Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
M e e t : C o t t e r R o a d / E u c u m b e n e D r i v e a t 0 8 3 0 . C l i m b 
6 0 0 m u p f i r e t r a i l f r o m B l u n d e l l ' s F l a t f o r g o o d v i e w s f r o m 
M t C o r e e a n d r e t u r n d o w n P a b r a l ' s R o a d f i r e t r a i l . 1 2 k m 
w a l k , 8 0 k m d r i v e . 

16 July - Beginner's Ski Day (A) 
Perisher Track Ref: Perisher Ski Tour ing Map 
Leaders: Stephen Forst 51 6817 

Nick Gascoigne 46 2167 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y f o r d e t a i l s o n t h i s b e g i n ­
n e r s ' s k i t o u r i n g d a y . A n i n t r o d u c t i o n t o c r o s s - c o u n t r y 
s k i i n g f o r b e g i n n e r s a n d t h o s e w i s h i n g t o r e f r e s h o l d 
s k i l l s . N u m b e r s l i m i t e d . 4 5 0 k m d r i v e . 

20 July - Wednesday Walk 
Murrumbidgee Walk ing Track 

Ref: ACT 1:000 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
M e e t : K a m b a h P o o l b i t u m e n p a r k i n g a r e a 0 9 3 0 . W a l k 
a l o n g a t r a c k f o l l o w i n g t h e M u r r u m b i d g e e R i v e r f r o m 
K a m b a h P o o l t o P i n e I s l a n d a n d r e t u r n . T h e c o u n t r y is 
u n d u l a t i n g w i t h g o o d r i v e r v i e w s ; l u n c h a t a s a n d y b e a c h 
a n d t o t a l d i s t a n c e a p p r o x 1 6 k m . 

23/24 July - Sk i /Camp Weekend (B/C) 
Island Bend Ref: Kosciusko 1:50'000 
Leader: Garth Abercrombie 81 4907 
D a y t o u r s f r o m G u t h e g a  w i t h a n o v e r n i g h t c a r c a m p 
b e l o w t h e s n o w l i n e a t I s l a n d B e n d . E x a c t d e t a i l s o f t r i p s 
w i l l d e p e n d o n w e a t h e r a n d s n o w c o n d i t i o n s . C o n t a c t 
l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y . N u m b e r s l i m i t e d . 4 5 0 k m d r i v e . 

24 July - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Honesuckle Ridge Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
A n 8 k m w a l k f r o m H o n e y s u c k l e C r e e k T r a c k i n g S t a t i o n 
u p a f i r e t r a i l a n d a l o n g a t r a c k in o p e n f o r e s t a l o n g t h e 
r i d g e . S p e c t a c u l a r g r a n i t e r o c k f o r m a t i o n s a n d v i e w s 
o v e r O r r o r a l V a l l e y . 2 6 5 m c l i m b . M e e t a t K a m b a h V i l l a g e 
S h o p s a t 0 9 0 0 . 1 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

30 J u l y - Saturday Ski Trip (B) 
Kiandra/Mt Selwyn Ref: Cabramurra 1:25 000 
Leader: Dugald Munro 31 8776 
P h o n e l e a d e r f o r d e t a i l s of t h i s s k i d a y . E x a c t l o c a t i o n w i l l 
d e p e n d o n s n o w c o n d i t i o n s . A n e a s y ( a p p r o x 1 2 k m ) t r i p 
b u t s o m e e x p e r i e n c e n e c e s s a r y . N u m b e r s l i m i t e d . 4 Q 0 
k m d r i v e . 

30 July - Saturday Walk (A) 
Yankee Hat Paintings Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Beverley Hammond 88 6577 
M e e t : K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 9 0 0 . R o u n d t r i p of 1 0 k m 
t h r o u g h B o b o y a n P i n e F o r e s t t o Y a n k e e  h a t  A b o r i g i n a l 
P a i n t i n g s a n d b a c k a c r o s s o p e n p a d d o c k s . 1 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

31 J u l y - S u n d a y Walk (A) 
Mt. Budawang Ref: Braidwood 1:25 000 
Leader: Les Pyke 81 2982 
M e e t : C a n b e r r a R a i l w a y S t a t i o n c a r p a r k 0 8 3 0 . T r a v e l t o 
M t . B u d a w a n g v i a B r a i d w o o d a n d M o n g a r l o w e t h e n w a l k 
u p t r a i l s t o f i r e t o w e r f o r p a n o r a m i c v i e w of c o a s t a n d 
i n l a n d . 5 0 0 m c l i m b o n t r a i l s . W a l k 6 k m . D r i v e 2 2 0 k m . 

6 August - Saturday Ramble (A) 
Duffy Pines Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Margaret Aston 88 7563 
M e e t : C o t t e r R o a d / E u c u m b e n e D r i v e 1 3 0 0 f o r a 5 k m 
r a m b l e t h r o u g h p i n e f o r e s t a n d o p e n c o u n t r y w e s t o f 
D u f f y . B r i n g a f t e r n o o n t e a . 

6/7 A u g u s t - Weekend Snow Camp (1/2) 
Tabletop Mtn /Mt Selwyn 

Ref: Cabramurra 1:25 000 
Leader: Stephen Forst 51 6817 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r e a r l y f o r d e t a i l s o f t h i s w e e k e n d s k i t o u r . 
C a m p i n g w i l t b e in o r a t B r o k e n D a m H u t ( a b o v e t h e 
s n o w l i n e ) . N u m b e r s l i m i t e d . 4 0 0 k m d r i v e . 

7 August - Sunday Walk (A) 
Big Hole and Marble Arch Ref: Kain 1:25 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
M e e t : C a n b e r r a R a i l w a y S t a t i o n 0 7 3 0 . A p l e a s a n t w a l k 
t h r o u g h o p e n f o r e s t , a l o n g t r a c k s a n d f i r e t r a i l s . B r i n g o l d 
r u n n e r s a n d t o w e l f o r t h e p a d d l e a c r o s s t h e S h o a l h a v e n 
R i v e r . S p e c t a c u l a r g o r g e a t M a r b l e A r c h b u t c a n b e 
s l i p p e r y i n w e t w e a t h e r . 1 0 k m w a l k 1 8 0 k m d r i v e . 

13 August - Sunday Walk (A) 
Hil ls & Ridges of the National Capital Open Space 
System 

Ref: UBD Canberra & NCDC NCOSS brochure 
Leader: Kevin Frawley 82 3080 
M e e t : c o r n e r A r c h i b a l d & D r y a n d r a S t s , L y n e h a m ( c a r 
s h u f f l e ) . W a l k f r o m O a k e y H i l l ( W o d e n ) t o S c r i v e n e r D a m 
t o G r e e n H i l l s P i n e F o r e s t , B l a c k M t n a n d B r u c e R i d g e . 

13/14 A u g u s t - W e e k e n d Ski /Camp (2) 
Venue depends on snow. 
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 46 2167 (w) 51 5550(h) 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r e a r l y f o r d e t a i l s of t h i s s k i t o u r i n g / s n o w 
c a m p i n g w e e k e n d . N u m b e r s l i m i t e d . V e n u e w i l l d e p e n d 
o n s n o w c o n d i t i o n s a n d l e v e l s of e x p e r i e n c e . S k i w i t h 
p a c k . 4 5 0 k m d r i v e . 

13/14 August - Pack Walk (1) 
Rendezvous Creek/Nursery Swamp 

Ref: Rendezvous Ck 1:25 000 
Leader: Dianne T h o m p s o n 88 6084 
W a l k f r o m O r r o r a l V a l l e y t o c a m p o n R e n d e z v o u s C r e e k . 
3 0 0 m c l i m b o v e r s a d d l e t o s o u t h e r n p a r t o l N u r s e r y 
s w a m p . M e e t a t R e g i s t e r b o o k in O r r o r a l V a l l e y 0 9 3 0 
( p l e a s e c o n t a c t l e a d e r ) 8 0 k m d r i v e . 



ATTACHMENT TO BULLETIN 25 (4 ) 

The f o l l o w i n g was i n a d v e r t e n t l y o m i t t e d f r o m the B u l l e t i n 

Response t o a r t i c l e by P r o f e s s o r Mulvaney 

The article in the previous Bulletin [25 (3)] was a general statement on 
the question of grazing In the Gudgenby valley related to current 
Australian National Park philosophy, it was not aimed specifically at the 
ACT Heritage Committee nor was It an attempt to 'belittle the Integrity of 
professional opinion' as represented on that committee. The points made 
were In reponse to representations which have been made to this 
Association in support of the continuation of grazing, as well as some 
discussion within the Association. 

While Professor Mulvaney may be 'wary of analogies with Britain' others 
are less cautious or less well Informed. I have never suggested that 'valid 
comparisons' should not be made, but I do object to false ones which are. 
made In ignorance of origins and current structures, or selectively draw 
from overseas systems to press a case in Australia, This is not something 
! have accused the ACT Heritage Committee of doing. 

I do not 'equate' Gudgenby with Braldwood. I simply use It as an example 
of an outstanding local pastoral landscape. Its setting Is different but In 
some ways It Is a more living landscape. Despite Professor Mulvaney's 
point to the contrary, Gudgenby Is no longer a completely functioning 
pastoral property operating to current economic conditions e.g. the lessee 
Is not able to use fertilizer or agricultural chemicals without the 
approval of the Commonwealth, and In time other constraints would no 
doubt apply, in line with surrounding National Park management. Gudgenby 
ts already partly a museum. I do not believe It would lose its historical 
and cultural value once grazing ceased. Subsequent changes - a 
combination of natural responses and the management applied - would be 
part of a continuum of use that reflected preferences derived from our 
culture. In time, restored 'natural values' would probably dominate the 
scene, but It may be the case that trees wi l l never grow completely back 
Into the valley bottom even though they may have been there before. 

I do not 'superciliously dismiss the human hand' In terms of landscape 
values. However, I do believe that English landscape tastes colour some 
perceptions of Australian landscapes and while the exact nature of those 
tastes can be debated, they appear to be based on a tamed.tldy, humanized 
landscape in which cattle grazing in park-like surroundings Is a 
traditional delight. I canonlyao£££.on the Importance of the rural 
cultural landscape to the Australian Identity (the pastoral component of 
which Is now being threatened by tree' decline In former woodland areas) 
But I do not believe we need to keep grazlnq in Gudgenby on this basis in 
general, I believe that.the question of preservation and management of 
cultural and historical .landscapes and.sltes in Australia now needs 
attention. 

1 concluded my-article in the Bulletin with the general point that the 
ubiquitous grazing landscapes of Australia are not under threat (except 
from a breakdown of the natural system Itself), whereas maintenance^ : 

our wild and natural landscapes Is a constant struggle. It should be noted 
that Namadgi National Park is part of a tri-State alpine park complex In 
which there has been exclusion of grazing (NSW), a long campaign to 
exclude grazing (Vic), and exclusion except for Gudgenby (ACT). It would 
be of great concern to the conservation movement and the Park Services to 
have an enclosure of grazing within Namadgi National Park which could 
(and woUldl) be used by proponents of grazing In National Parks as an 
example In support of their case. 

I respect and understand the'vlews of the Heritage Committee on this 
matter, but do not believe that given Its setting, that grazing of Gudgenby 
should continue. The ACT Administration has trie support of this 
Association In terminating the grazing lease In 1989. 

Kevin Frawley President 



Trees, Birds and History 
Ross Carlton 

It must have b e e n one of t h e smal l ­
est NPA car c a m p s ever: jus t t h e 
f ive of us. But w h a t a great spot . 
Paddys River Dam in t h e fo res t 
w e s t of t h e Tumut . W e t rave l led v ia K i a n d r a  
a n d Sue Ci ty a n d mi les a n d 
mi les of fo res t ry roads w h i c h 
s e e m e d t o be t ak ing us we l l a w a y 
f r o m c iv i l i sa t ion . It c a m e as a bit of a 
surpr ise t h e r e f o r e t o arr ive a n d f i n d 
part of t h e c a m p i n g area ful l of 
t e n t s a n d caravans. Whi le w e w e r e 
c o n s i d e r i n g c a m p i n g in an inv i t ing 
area c lose by, a cha in saw o p e n e d 
up on t h e f i r ewood a n d an outboard -
p o w e r e d c a n o e c a m e by. (Why 
a n y o n e w o u l d use an o u t b o a r d on a 
c a n o e on a d a m a b o u t 5 0 0 m e t r e s 
by 1 0 0 met res is b e y o n d me.) W e 
qu ick ly o p t e d for a spot at t h e o ther 
e n d of t h e d a m s e p a r a t e d f rom the 
main c a m p i n g area by a s l ight rise. 
Th is w a s a de l ight fu l p lace and 
m u c h quieter . Later in t h e day a 
par ty of 6 0 arr ived a n d se t t l ed in 
t h e area w e had or ig ina l ly been 
c o n s i d e r i n g . However , not to g ive 
t h e w r o n g i m p r e s s i o n , t h e area w a s 
we l l ab le t o hand le t h e c r o w d and 
most p e o p l e w e r e qu ie t a n d we l l -
behaved . Af ter t h e f i rst burst w e 
never heard t h e cha in saw again 
a n d our s l ight separa t ion w a s q u i t e 
a d e q u a t e t o a l low us a peacefu l 
a n d en joyable camp. On t h e Sunday 
night and Monday it was even b e t t e r 
it w a s Canber ra Day and w e had t h e 
p lace ent i re ly t o ourse lves . 

From our camp w e looked across 
t h e u p p e r part of t h e d a m to a smal l 
reed b e d and t h e magn i f i cen t tal l 
t i m b e r of t h e forest . Coots , g r e b e s 
a n d an occas iona l h e r o n p r o v i d e d 
c o n s t a n t interest , wh i l e t h e forest 
w a s f i l led w i th t h e ca l ls of wat t l e 
birds, c o c k a t o o s a n d many others . 
Gang g a n g s p e r f o r m e d a c r o b a t i c 
fea ts on an o v e r h a n g i n g b r a n c h t o 
g e t at t h e w a t e r w e e d in t h e dam. 

T h e c a m p s i t e has been dev­
e l o p e d by t h e L a n d s D e p a r t m e n t 
as a s tag ing post on t h e H u m e and 
Hovel l Track, a w a l k i n g t rack w h i c h 
f o l l o w s approx imate ly t h e rou te of 
t h e explorers . W e w a l k e d about 
1 6 k m of t h i s t r a c k s ta r t ing f r o m 
B u d d o n g Falls, a spectacular series 
of fal ls and cascades br ing ing water 
d o w n f rom t h e p la teau t o t h e T u m u t 
near Ta lb ingo. The t r a c k is easy and 

we l l marked , par t ly f o l l o w i n g f i re 
t ra i ls and par t ly cu t t h r o u g h t h e 
bush w i t h a m i n i m u m of impact . The 
fo res t is beau t i fu l a n d made me 
w i s h I k n e w m o r e a b o u t t rees. The 
v e g e t a t i o n c h a n g e s c o n s t a n t l y as 
t h e t rack t raverses low- ly ing 
swamps, gul ly s lopes a n d dry ridges. 
The ef fort of t ravers ing th is c o u n t r y 
w i t h drays w o u l d be m o n u m e n t a l 
even n o w tha t t h e forest has been 
m o d i f i e d by man, a n d w o u l d have 
been c o n s i d e r a b l y g rea te r for t h e 
exp lo re rs in t h e 1820s . A d d e d 
in terest is p rov ided by t h e some­
t i m e s in t r igu ing re l ics of ear ly activ­
i t ies in t h e area. W e had lunch at a 
place w h e r e go ld miners had blasted 
a c h a n n e l t h r o u g h t h e rock f o r t h e i r 
s lu ic ing operat ion . Running th rough 
our campsi te and fo l lowing t h e t rack 
for m a n y k i lomet res b e l o w t h e d a m 
is an a q u e d u c t poss ib ly bui l t by t h e 
g o l d miners but later u t i l i sed for a 

smal l hydro -e lec t r i c s c h e m e at 
T u m b a r u m b a . The area a lso c o n ­
t a i n s re l ics of s a w m i l l s p o w e r e d by 
w a t e r w h e e l s , o n e of w h i c h was in 
use unt i l 1 9 7 1 . There was m u c h 
s p e c u l a t i o n about t h e s e q u e n c e of 
e v e n t s a r o u n d t h e d a m itself, w h e r e 
t h e river a p p e a r s t o have been 
d i v e r t e d a n d later d a m m e d back to 
i ts o r ig ina l c o u r s e . (That is one 
t h e o r y anyway.) 

M o n d a y w a s a per fec t lazy day. 
Q u i e t a n d st i l l w i t h t h e l ight p lay ing 
on t h e au tumn co lours of t h e candle-
barks a n d a c o u p l e of w i l lows . The 
on ly m o v e m e n t , t h e r ipp les f rom 
w a t e r b i rds d iv ing f o r w e e d . The 
k ind of day tha t m a d e it a p leasure 
to s i m p l y be in t h e bush w i t h no 
n e e d to d o a n y t h i n g . W e let it s o a k 
t h r o u g h our s k i n s b e f o r e rush ing 
b a c k t o Canberra , f i l l ing a b u c k e t 
w i t h b lackber r i es on t h e way. 



Just Briefly-
Appea ls for news, most ly ignored . 
Probably because you ' re bored . 
No more of my d read fu l doggere l , 

fo lks. 
And no more purp le prose. 
O ld Mel l iodora 'sall burnt out 
(As eve rybody knows) . 
She 's got te rm i tes in her t imbers 
And bee t les in her bark. 
Now she leans, and d reams 
Of s t ra ight y o u n g t rees 
In s o m e nat iona l park. 

But wait ! What 's this? A phone cal l 
here, a phone cal l there , a chance 
mee t i ng s o m e w h e r e else. Eureka! 
Some members ' news and v iews at 
last. But first, s o m e qu i te exc i t ing 
news. 

The NPA disp lay at the Her i tage 
Week exh ib i t ion w o n First Pr ize in 
the Canber ra Bu i ld ing Soc ie ty 
Alber t Hall Display Award. Our con­
g ra tu la t i ons to Glyn Lewis and his 
Sub -commi t t ee members . Anne 
Rober tson . Adr ienne N icho lson , 
and Frank C lements , w h o c rea ted 
and set up the display. Many thanks 
also to those who s ta f fed it. 

• • * 
A de f in i te theme, and the a d d e d 
advan tage of having on an outing, 
s o m e o n e wi th spec ia l i zed know­
ledge of a g iven area. Th is is wha t 
Shi r ley Lewis emphas i zed w h e n 
desc r ib ing the Her i tage W e e k wa lk 
wh ich she led. Hav ing pa r t i c i pa ted 
in the M u r r u m b i d g e e River wa lk in 
March , (descr ibed e lsewhere) led 
by John Perry, a member of the 
Geo log ica l Society . Shir ley had the 
in i t ia t ive to invi te John a long to the 
walk she was to lead to Gibra l tar 
Rocks on 20 April Most of the 
s ix teen peop le on the walk ag reed 
that John 's p resence con t r i bu ted 
immense ly to their in terest a n d 
en ioymen l . He gave an insight into 
how the T idb inb i l la area was used 
before wh i te se t t lement , and sugg­
es ted that the wet sc lerophy l l forest 
cons t i tu ted a rel iable food resource. 
That much-p r i zed del icacy, the 
b o g o n g moth was feas ted upon by 
the i nd igenous peop le a m o n g the 
rocks now known as Gibraltar Rocks. 
On the way to this rocky ou tc rop 
J o h n p o i n t e d o u t t h e s i t e c f a former 
cave dwe l l ing . Up above, on T idb in­
bil la Peak, in i t ia t ion c e r e m o n i e s 
were held. 

* * -* 

Three days later, Bever ley Hamm­
ond 's Her i tage Week w i i k 10 
Rendevous Creek a t t r ac ted 8 2 
peop le . For tunate ly Bever ley had 
asked th ree o ther NPA members , 
D ianne Thompson . Do reen Wi l son 
and Reg Alder to assist in lead ing 
an an t i c ipa ted large turn-up. Sev­
eral par t i c ipan ts had c o m e as a 
d i rect result of a t t end ing l h e ( P n ^ e -
winning) NPA Her i tage Week Exhib­
it ion at Albert Hall. Bear ing out the 
point made by Shir ley, in terest in 
the main fea tu res ot th is wa lk was 
max im ised in that J o h n Feint of the 
Archeo log ica l Soc ie ty w a s present 
to in te rp re t the Abor ig ina l Rock Art 
at the Rendevous Creek si te. 

• • * 
Happy co - inc idence ; Be ing a some­
t ime insomniac , Me l l i odora sat at 
1am. idly leaf ing t h r o u g h back 
cop ies of the Bu l le t in , hop ing for 
insp i ra t ion for th is co lumn . The 
short ar t ic le she c h o s e to read 
h a p p e n e d to be in the March 1984 
issue, "The Kosc iusko Snowcra f t 
Ski Tour" by Pieter Arr iens. Just a 
few hours later. Graham Scul ly of 
the Kosc iusko Huts Assoc ia t ion 
rang, o f fe r ing Jus! Briefly the foil 
ow ing i tem re snowcra f t , ' v ' - * 
a c c o m p a n y i n g p h o t o g r a p h 
l ike the one w i th t he Bul let i i • e 
four years ago, was t aken by • -*it-ter 
Arr iens. 

"Someth ing has to be done" thought 
one member who. for var ious 
reasons, had been unab le to get on 
wa lks for six mon ths . A short , sha rp 
walk up Ains l ie in February (when 
tempera tu res d r o p p e d for one day) 
resu l ted in ach ing hips, but no o the r 
ill ef fects. So! D o w n on the f l o o r a n d 
pedd l ing an imag inary b icyc le 
s e e m e d to be the a n s w e r . ' T o o t ime 
c o n s u m i n g " she t hough t - " le t 's try 
it wh i le re lax ing and read ing in the 
ba th " (water be ing an exce l len t 
med ium for exerc ise) . All wen t wel l 
excep t that the le isure ly read ing 
cou ld not b e d o n e a l s o . W i t h i n d a y s . 
it b e c a m e a f ine art. By peda l l i ng 
wi th only one leg at a t ime, the book 
ceased to weobb le ! A few more 
longer wa lks up and a round Ainsl ie, 
then the real test - Mt Orrora l on 
the NPA p rog ramme. As it was 
desc r ibed as a 10 km wa lk w i th a 
7 0 0 m cl imb, she was qui te prepared 
to f ind the who le th ing too exhaust ­
ing. In the event, it was d o n e in f ine 
fett le, and she cou ld hardly bel ieve 
that some th ing l ike that had not 
been done for seven months ! 

So! - if it's quick and easy exercise 
you are need ing , the above is wel l 
l e c o m m e n d e d by O N E m e m b e r at 
least! 

* • * 

The three snow houses m this photo have a common entry tunnel and 'V" junction Note 

the thiee snow saws and troian car shovel used on the iob " 



I tem f r o m G r a h a m Scul ly , KHA: -
Wi th t h e c o m i n g of winter , t h e 
t h o u g h t s of many of us t u r n to 
sk i ing . The K o s c i u s k o Huts Assoc­
iat ion, as we l l as mainta in ing shel ter 
huts in t h e snowf ie lds , is a lso keen 
tha t sk i t o u r e r s be as se l f -suf f ic ient 
as poss ib le . 

A soc ia l e v e n i n g on s n o w c r a f t 
and s n o w she l te rs has b e e n arran­
ged , a n d t h e g u e s t s p e a k e r wi l l be 
Pieter Arr iens, o n e of Austra l ia 's 
most e x p e r i e n c e d t ra iners in s n o w 
she l te r c o n s t r u c t i o n . The ta lk wi l l 
be s l ide i l lus t ra ted a n d t h e differ­
e n c e s b e t w e e n Aust ra l ian a n d 
N o r t h e r n H e m i s p h e r e s n o w cond i t ­
ions wil l be a d d r e s s e d . 

It wi l l be he ld on T u e s d a y 28 
^June at 8 . 0 0 p m in t h e Rehearsa l 
R o o m of t h e Gri f f in Centre . A d m i s s ­
ion $ 2 per person , $ 4 per family, 
s u p p e r inc luded . 

• • • 

W e t h a n k Graham Scul ly a lso for 
s u b m i t t i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g resume: 
As part of Her i tage Week, on 2 4 
Apri l , t h e NPA and t h e KHA o r g a n ­
ised t w o Her i tage w a l k s in t h e 
Grassy C r e e k / N a a s Creek areas of 
Namadg i Nat iona l Park. Sixty-six 
en thus ias t i c p e o p l e a t t e n d e d , w i th 
ages rang ing f r o m o n e m o n t h to 7 4 
years. They e n j o y e d t h e f ine s u n n y 
day, t h e easy wa lk ing , a n d t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y to learn s o m e t h i n g of 
t h e ear ly E u r o p e a n s e t t l e m e n t of 
t h e area a n d to visi t s o m e of t h e 

f remains of t h e i r dwel l ings . 
E ight people , four f rom NPA and 

four f r o m K H a led t h e w a l k s and 
have s i n c e met to review t h e m . It 
w a s genera l l y a g r e e d tha t they 
w e r e s u c c e s s f u l a n d tha t it w o u l d 
be g o o d for NPA and KHA to c o n ­
t inue to co -opera t ive ly s p o n s o r 
her i tage w a l k s s u c h as these in 
fu tu re H e r i t a g e W e e k programs. 

• • • 

The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i v e p iece on 
t h e above w a l k c o m e s f r o m Ol ive 
B u c k m a n : 
Forty o n e f o l k - m e m b e r s of N P A 
KHA a n d o t h e r C a n b e r r a n s f ina l ly 
{after an error in some pub l ic i ty re 
t h e s ta r t ing t ime) ca r r ied o u t a 
de l ight fu l 'h is tor ica l ' w a l k u n d e r t h e 
leadersh ip of Peter Roe (NPA) a n d 
A n d r e w Lyne (KHA) dur ing Her i tage 
week . The long - bu t fa i r ly even a n d 

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 19 km c o v e r e d 
main ly f i re t ra i ls a n d o p e n bush in 
per fec t weather , w i t h g o o d v iews of 
Sent ry Box a n d M t Kel ly f rom s o m e 
points . 

From t i m e t o t ime , t h e g r o u p 
s c a t t e r e d in all d i rec t ions , o n c e 
w h i l e c r o s s i n g a s w a m p y area 
(c l imb ing a l o n g a f e n c e be ing t h e 
answer) but main ly by t h o s e gather ­
ing m u s h r o o m s , w h i c h g r e w in 
abundance everywhere . (N PA takes 
NO r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a n y ill effects!). 

T h e r e w e r e many po in ts of inter­
est i n c l u d i n g : B o b o y a n H o m e s t e a d 
area (c 1840) , Luton 's c r u t c h i n g 
s h e d - w h e r e smal l g r o u p s sat in 
sun or s h a d e for lunch, L o n e Pine 
h o m e s t e a d a n d its in te res t ing rock 
a n d s t o n e d o g kennels , W a t e r h o l e 
hut w i t h its o r ig ina l dirt f loor (and a 
f asc ina t ing area for co l l ec to rs of 
g lass bott les!) , W e s t e r m a n ' s hut 
{ d 883) , a n d f ina l ly back t o t h e cars 
p a r k e d near Brayshaw's hut (about 
1903) . Th is is t h e on ly s lab hut 
remain ing in t h e area, its wal ls l ined 
w i t h f a s c i n a t i n g s n i p p e t s of h is tory 
in o ld n e w s p a p e r s a n d magaz ines . 
O n e c o u p l e had dr iven f rom Sydney 
for t h e w e e k e n d , to e s c a p e w e e k s 
and w e e k s of rain. They saw a 
Her i tage p r o g r a m m e , and be ing 
keen bushwa lke rs , p h o n e d Glyn, 
w h o put t h e m o n t o Peter. It is q u i t e 
l ikely t h e y wil l j o in t h e NPA after 
c h a t t i n g w i t h o n e m e m b e r w h o 
e x t o l l e d t h e joys of b a c k p a c k i n g in 
t h e Budawangs ! 

On ly o n e cr i t i c ism c o u l d be 
made - to d o t h e wa lk in reverse -
and t h i s w i l l be d o n e w h e n t h e 
s a m e area is c o v e r e d in t h e NPA 
p r o g r a m m e in August . T h o s e w h o 
missed a g o o d long Meg s t re tch ' 
w i t h beauty, h is tory a n d interest 
are r e c o m m e n d e d t o keep an eye 
o p e n f o r a repeat of t h i s m e m o r a b l e 
day. 

• • • 

T h e f i rst w a l k in t h e Her i tage W e e k 
ser ies w a s on t h e Yerrab i Track and 
w a s o r g a n i s e d by Char les Hill and 
Reg Alder. Run on t h e "open-day" 
idea, v is i tors w e r e arr iv ing f rom 
aoout 1 1 a m unt i l 2 .30 or so. The 
th i r t y -one p e o p l e w h o a t t e n d e d as 
a resul t of Her i tage W e e k publ ic i ty , 
s e e m e d to c o n s i s t mainly of NPA 
m e m b e r s a n d t h e i r f r i ends or fami l ­
ies. 

F rom F iona Brand c o m e s th is 
in te res t ing a n d usefu l c o n t r i b u t i o n : 
Assoc ia t ion m e m b e r s have recent ly 
d i s c o v e r e d t w o newly c o n s t r u c t e d 
B i -cen tenn ia l w a l k i n g t racks w h i c h 
are b o t h r ich in history. T h e C o r n 
T rack f o l l o w s t h e t r a c k w a l k e d in 
t h e 1830 's t o 1850 's by E u r o p e a n 
set t le rs of Ba teman 's Bay w h o 
w i s h e d to t rade the i r p r o d u c e w i t h 
t h e p e o p l e of B r a i d w o o d . The t r a c k 
w a s m o s t used by w o m e n se l l ing 
corn and by d rovers a n d g o l d pros­
pec tors . Easiest a c c e s s t o t h e t rack 
is at t h e t o p of C lyde M o u n t a i n at 
t h e " W e l c o m e t o Ta l l aganda Shire" 
s ign . 

The s e c o n d t rack wh ich members 
f o u n d is a s e c t i o n of t h e H u m e a n d 
Hovel l rou te f r o m G u n n i n g to Vic­
tor ia . T h e section easiest for Can ­
ber ra p e o p l e t o visi t g o e s f r o m W e e 
J a s p e r to Mt. W e e J a s p e r for an 
o v e r n i g h t camp. A cheer fu l , he lp fu l 
ranger at W e e Jasper , Mr A n d e r s o n 
- wi l l he lp you w i t h in fo rmat ion . 

• • • 

Shi r ley Lewis has f o r w a r d e d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g n o t i c e for any i n t e r e s t e d 
NPA members : The Soc ie ty for 
G r o w i n g Aust ra l ian Plants (SGAP) 
is o r g a n i s i n g a t r ip t o G i r r a w e e n 
Nat iona l Park in Q u e e n s l a n d near 
S t a n t h o r p e f rom 25 S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 8 8 t o 3 O c t o b e r 1 9 8 8 - by bus. A 
ful l i t inerary wi l l be ava i lab le at a 
later date , bu t t ravel t o Q u e e n s l a n d 
will be via t h e New England Highway 
a n d re turn via t h e Paci f ic H ighway. 
A rnotel has been b o o k e d a n d 
c a m p i n g for n o n - b u s s i n g m e m b e r s 
is ava i lab le in S tan thorpe . 

A $ 5 0 d e p o s i t by 3 0 J u n e is 
requ i red , w i t h a bus fare of $ 1 2 5 
per seat, p r o v i d e d t h e b u s is fu l l . 
O n l y 41 sea ts are avai lable . Please 
c o n t a c t Ian A n d e r s o n , t e l e p h o n e 
81 0 6 0 9 ( H ) for payment and fur ther 
deta i ls . Na t iona l Park Assoc ia t ion 
m e m b e r s very w e l c o m e . 

• • ik-
T h a n k y o u t o t h o s e m e m b e r s w h o 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s c o l u m n , a n d 
may all po ten t ia l c o n t r i b u t o r s be 
i n s p i r e d - remember , s e n d in your 
c o m m e n t s o n wa lks , etc. or r ing 
8 8 1 8 8 9 . 



Don't Fence 
Me In ! 

Namadgi 
Matters 

In late March e i gh teen members 
s tud ied the topic of fences on behalf 
of NPA in the course of an amb le 
bes ide the M u r r u m b i d g e e River. 
(The first t h ree fences didn' t coun t 
in the s tudy because ga tes a l l owed 
d ign i f ied passage ! ) 

It was a lovely a u l u m n day, 
en joyed by the walkers, but probably 
not by the p roper ty owners , for at 
the t ime the area sore ly n e e d e d 
rain; af ter our cars en te red the 
p roper ty mobs of sheep in success­
ive p a d d o c k s t ro t ted towards the 
convoy no doub t expec t i ng to be 
fed. Under foo t the dry grass crack­
led, and the river level was low and 
the water c lear so that in many 
poo ls w e cou ld see carp s t i r r ing up 
the mud on the bo t tom. 

One young fo l lower of Izaak 
Wa l ton caugh t severa l large spec­
imens dur ing the day, d i spos ing of 
them in appropr ia te fash ion by 
bur ia l 1 Desp i te this act iv i ty he kept 
up wel l w i th the g roup, wh ich g ives 
an ind ica t ion of the de lay ing ef fect 
of f ences on the more matu re 
members ' 

In add i t ion to the top ic of fences , 
w e paid some at tent ion to the nature 
of the rocks e n c o u n t e r e d , those 
seen in the f irst part of the wa lk 
being Palaeozoic (Silurian) volcanic 
rocks. Also en rou te to the walk 
loca t ion , we had s topped a long the 
Moun ta in Creek road to observe 
s o m e spec tacu la r fo ld ing in l ime­
s tone. 

John Perry 

W e took lunch on a t ree- l ined 
bank f l anked by a sandy beach 
ad jacent to a modera te ly deep pool, 
and for a few m inu tes a p la typus 
enter ta ined us. sw imming and diving 
near the o p p o s i t e bank. La ter t hose 
wi th ba th ing togs j o ined the carp 
and p la typus in the pool wh i le s o m e 
of t hose w i t hou t s w a m d isc ree t l y 
fur ther down s t ream! 

After lunch w e c a m e across 
sed imen ta ry rocks - Pa laeozo ic 
cu r ren t -bedded s a n d s t o n e - we l l 
exposed ow ing to the low wa te r 
level. At th is s tage the fence coun t 
was into doub le f igures, caus ing 
the unof f ic ia l scorer to g ive up and 
dec lare as mer i to r ious and chal l ­
eng ing any day wa lk w i th a com­
parab le number ! 

Our last act iv i ty for t he day was a 
hunt for foss i ls in Pa laeozo ic l ime­
s tone on the river bank, and he lped 
by the sharp eyes of s o m e y o u n g 
members , we saw many corals, alga! 
mats and f r agmen ts of sea li l ies, 
v is ib le on the w e a t h e r e d sur face of 
the grey rock. 

Finally, re t r iev ing our veh ic les 
after the necessary shuf f le , we 
re tu rned to Canber ra , we l l conte . i -
to have s u r m o u n t e d the cha l l e ' i ^ . j 
of the fences! Thanks are due to 
David Dowl ing for g iv ing NPA 
members access to the area. 

Recent Arrivals NPA Library 
Canberra H i s t o n c a l J o u r n a l , N o 2 l . 
March 1988 Canber ra & Dis t r ic t 
His tor ica l Society . 

Austra l ia 's Nat ive Forests. An Infor­
mat ion Kit p repared by the Aust ra­
lian Her i tage Commiss ion . Dec 
1987. 

W i ld Pigs: Env i ronmen ta l Pest or 
Economic Resource? C A Tisdel l , 
Pergamon Press. 1982. (Book kindly 
d o n a t e d by Reg Alder) 

Kangaroos in Austra l ia . Conserv­
at ion Sta tus and Managemen t . 
Occas iona l Paper No 14. A N P W S 
Feb 1988. 

Austra l ian Nat iona l P a r k s a n d Wi ld­
life Serv ice Annua l Repor t 1986-
87 . 

These pub l i ca t ions and any o thers 
held in the N PA Library are avai lable 
for loan to members dur ing of f ice 
hours. Also for loan are the var ious 
newslet ters from other conservat ion 
groups. 

Philip Gatenby 

David Rainey's in terest ing art ic le 
on bushwalk ing exper iences (March 
1988 NPA Bul let in) men t i oned that 
f ires are p roh ib i ted in the Cot te r 
ca tchment . Reg Alder adv ises me 
that th is is not the case in all par ts 
of the ca tchment . U n d e r t h e permi t 
sys tem for camp ing m the ca tch­
ment to Cor in Dam wh ich is on the 
Cot ter , the f o l l ow ing c o n d i t i o n s 
apply: 

. camp ing is not pe rm i t t ed w i th in 
one k i lomet re of C o n n Dam 

. camp ing is not pe rm i t t ed w i th in 
100 met res of the Cot te r River 

. camp ing is not pe rm i t ted w i th in 
5 0 0 met res of Cot te r House 

. observe ACT f ire regu la t ions 

. e l im ina te ev idence of f i rep lace 

. al l r ubb i sh mus t be t aken ou t 

. f i sh ing proh ib i ted . 
Work recent ly c o m p l e t e d in 

Namadg i Nat iona l park by the 
Parks and Conserva t ion Serv ice 
i n d u e s a new carpark to serv ice the 
wa lk ing t rack to Square Rock. 
Restora t ion and soi l conserva t ion 
of the o ld carpark is now be ing 
car r ied out. Also c o n c e r n i n g res­
torat ion, the Kosc iusko Huts Assoc­
iat ion has begun work on the old 
forest ry hut in the Gudgenby pines. 

Film • 
Projectionist 

Wanted 
Do you know how to opera te a 

fi lm projector. ' ' From t ime to t ime we 
wish to show a l b m m tilm at our 
genera l meet ings , and we need the 
serv ices of a pro jec t ion is t . In the 
age of v ideos, p ro jec t ion is ts are 
b e c o m i n g a rare and e n d a n g e r e d 
spec ies . We wou ld l ike to comp i le a 
list of peop le w h o m w e might 
app roach for ass is tance. If you 
w o u l d l ike to offer your serv ices, 
p lease r ing Ju l ia Trainor on 
81 1 1 9 5 (home) or 62 1 5 1 4 ( w o r k ) . 



Letters to the 

Dear Editor, 

Can a n y o n e p lease help? 
S o m e years a g o I m a d e t h e best 

inves tment t h a t any c a m p e r can 
m a k e - 1 b o u g h t a T h e r m a Rest self-
in f la t ing mat t ress . For t h o s e w h o 
are not fami l ia r w i t h t h i s w o n d e r f u l 
invent ion , it is c o n s t r u c t e d of o p e n -
cel l f o a m e n c a s e d in an a i r t ight , 
w a t e r p r o o f cover, w e i g h s a b o u t 
o n e k i logram, a n d de f la ted and 
ro l led up t igh t l y f i ts snug ly in a 
backpack; w h e n n e e d e d , all tha t is 
necessary is to o p e n t h e valve a n d 

(within 15 to 2 0 minutes t h e mat t ress 
in f la tes itself. I have had s o m e of 
t h e most c o m f o r t a b l e s leeps of my 
life on t h i s mat t ress . 

But, last year on an e x t e n d e d 
c a m p i n g ho l iday in Nor th Q u e e n s ­
land t h e mat t ress b e g a n t o leak. 
Not on ly d i d it let me d o w n , l i terally, 
dur ing t h e night , bu t ro l led up in a 
so f t p a c k w i t h valve t i g h t l y c l o s e d it 
s lowly inf lated unti l it f i l led t h e avail­
ab le space , l end ing a s t r a n g e 
a p p e a r a n c e to my l u g g a g e as it 
passed t h r o u g h a i rpor t b a g g a g e 
c o n t r o l ! 

Tw ice I have p a t c h e d w h a t 
a p p e a r e d to be a smal l n ick w i t h 
r e c o m m e n d e d adhes ive , but t h e 
leak pers is ts . Staf f a t P a d d y Pal l in 
and Wi ld Count ry have not been 
ab le to of fer any adv ice o t h e r t h a n 
d u n k i n g t h e mat t ress in t h e bath . I 
have d o n e th is severa l t i m e s w i t h ­
o u t d e t e c t i n g a n y a i r b u b b l e s w h i c h 
c o u l d he lp to loca te a hole, even 
f r o m t h e p a t c h e d a r e a 

M a y b e t h e r e is a NPA m e m b e r 
w h o has had exper ience w i th repair­
ing o n e of t h e s e m a t t r e s s e s w h o 
w o u l d be w i l l ing t o look at it, or 
c o u l d te l l me w h a t e lse I c o u l d try. I 
can be c o n t a c t e d by p h o n e on 
4 9 7 5 7 7 (work) o r 8 1 2 0 8 2 (home). 

Bernice Anderson 

Dear Editor, 

As my fa ther a n d I w e n t d o w n t o a 
Pet Supp l i e r t o buy a f i sh w e w e r e 
very d i s t r e s s e d t o s e e s o m e beaut ­
iful Aus t ra l i an b i rds in capt iv i ty a n d 
not l o o k i n g as br ight and c o l o u r f u l 
as t h e y w o u l d in t h e bush . There 
w e r e about seven s u l p h u r c r e s t e d 
c o c k a t o o s in t h e cage, s i t t i n g on a 
st ick, a large p i n k c o c k a t o o c l i m b i n g 
up t h e cage and several red col lared 
r a i n b o w lo rakee ts w h o had lost half 
t h e i r f e a t h e r s and weren ' t look ing 
as c o l o u r f u l as t h e y s h o u l d . 

I t h i n k tha t b i rds tha t l ive in t h e 
bush b e l o n g there ! Not in a t iny 
c a g e . W h a t have t h e y d o n e t o 
deserve capt iv i ty . They s h o u l d be 
f ree in t h e b u s h . It is very c rue l t o 
k e e p b i rds in capt iv i ty ins tead of 
t h e w i d e b u s h l a n d a n d I t h i n k t h e r e 
s h o u l d be a p o l i c y about it. W h a t 
p r o t e c t i o n is t h e r e for lovely b i rds 
l ike t h e s e w h o are part of our nat­
ional t reasure? 

Y o u r s s incere ly , 

Alice Thompson 
Age 11 

17 April 1988 

y^AKO IT'S NATURAL - WE'VE GOT A 
MATURAL URGE , AND WE'RE JUST 5/\TIS -
FV/NG IT " 

, YEP - IF COP PJPN'T WANT US , 
TO ffMST THE HELL OUT OF DUCKS, 
HE W O U L D N ' T HAVE. ClVEti US GUM 

RIGHT - OR THE GUN LAWS THAT MAXES 
IT POSSIBLE f~ " _ — ~ _ 

'YEAH -THAT'S THE TROUBLE^ 
'— W o - ) 1 

Cartoon courtesy of "Australian Society" April 1988. 



The Alps Sn Flower 
A u t h o r : Ian R. M c C a n n Book Review by Laune Adams 
P u b l i s h e r : T h e V i c t o r i a n N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n 1 9 8 7 

Over the years, the to ta l numbe r of 
wo rks devo ted exc lus ive ly to the 
f lora of Austra l ia 's h igh count ry , to 
say the least, has been s o m e w h a t 
sparse. The def in i t ive s tandard was 
set w i th the appea rance ot the 
magn i f i cen t "Kosc iusko A lp ine 
F lora" (CSIRO/Co l l ins . 1979). and it 
has been a hard act to fo l low ever 
s ince. Another book is never the less 
a lways we lcome, par t icu lar ly if 
me re is a somewnat a m e r e n t slant 
on the subject , as w i th the one 
tev tewed here. 

The book is smal l (approx imate ly 
A5). i n tended to fit the pocke t or 
rucksack, and pr in ted on g o o d 
qual i ty paper and it cos ts (for t hese 
days) a reasonab le Sy .yb HHP. I he 
c o n t e n t s cons is t ot a one-page 
in t roduc t ion , p lus i t i b neat, most ly 
c lose-up co lour p h o t o g r a p h s more 
or less m the style of Jean Galbrai th 's 
"Wi ld F lowers of SE Aust ra l ia " 
(1977) or the ' co f fee table ' f lower 
books pub l i shed by A.H. S A.W. 
Reed. Each i s a c c o m p a n i e d by a 
brief cap t ion g iv ing c o m m o n and 
botanica l names, a shod descr ip t ive 
phrase, f lower ing t ime, c o d e d dis­
t r ibu t ion (key to wh ich is in the 
in t roduct ion) , and fami ly name, 
f inal ly there is a short b ib l i og raphy 
and an index to names. 

The in t roduc t ion states: "The 
au thor 's aim has been to prov ide a 
p ic tor ia l i n t roduc t ion to the p lants 
of the high country of south-eastern 
main land Austral ia. The area chosen 
e m b r a c e s .. a It it ud i na I ranges 
f rom approx imate ly one t h o u s a n d 
met res to the summi ts " . But the 
pub l isher 's b lurb goes s o m e w h a t 
fur ther wi th the c la im that th is is a 
" g u i d e to the f lora of the alps to 
he lp the many bushwa lke rs and 
o ther v is i tors ident i fy the f lowers of 
the reg ion " 

The latter c la im imp l ies that the 
book is an in t roductory f ield manual , 
but assessed in this l ight sadly it 
falls far short of the ideal. The book's 
es t ima ted rep resen ta t i on of this 
s izeab le area is of the order of only 
10-1 5°-o of the vascular p lants, and 
the p rob lem is c o m p o u n d e d by the 
dec is ion to ga ther the i l lus t ra t ions 
into their main plant g roups : Ferns 
& al l ies: G y m n o s p e r m s : Monoco ty ­
ledons; D ico ty ledons ; and Mosses, 

Fungi and L i chens A beg inner 
unfami l iar wi th th is c lass i f i ca t ion is 
of fered no further help in ident i fy ing 
a plant and must fall back on random 
compar i son of p ic tures, w i th a h igh 
probabi l i ty of mak ing a w r o n g 
dec is ion. A more "user - f r iend ly " 
s t rategy, shor t of p rov id ing s imple 
keys, w o u l d sure ly have been to 
a t tempt to g r o u p p lants by their 

micro-habi ta t , or by genera l f lower-
colour, or both . The inc lus ion of 
only one examp le each of a moss, 
fungus and l ichen smacks of an 
a f te r thought : bet ter they had been 
left out ent i re ly, par t icu lar ly as they 
are not " f l owe rs " in the a c c e p t e d 
sense - un l ike t he grasses , sedges 
and rushes that form such a major 
c o m p o n e n t of the f lora but wh i ch , 



w i t h o u t exp lana t ion or apo logy , are 
to ta l ly i g n o r e d here. 

The r e d e e m i n g f e a t u r e is Ian 
McCann 's e x c e l l e n t p h o t o g r a p h y 
a n d t h e h igh s t a n d a r d of its repro­
d u c t i o n ( the on ly a p p a r e n t ' fa i lures' 
be ing a f e w f lash s h o t s tha t are t o o 
dark). In v i e w of t h e l imi ted s p a c e 
a n d c o v e r a g e it is a great p i ty a h igh 
p r o p o r t i o n of t h e p a g e s have on ly 
t h r e e i l lust ra t ions , leav ing a reas of 
b lank paper (as m u c h as 20%, 
e x c l u d i n g margins) tha t w i t h o u t 
u n d u l y a d d i n g t o t h e pr ice c o u l d 
have b e e n u s e d for add i t iona l 
p h o t o g r a p h s , or for ex t ra c o m m e n t , 
say, on t h e usual habi ta t of each 
plant. 

A s p r i n k l i n g of s p e l l i n g mis takes 
has c r e p t in , most ly of a m inor 
nature; t h e on ly s e r i o u s o n e f o u n d 

•
w a s "Dichoscidianum" (p.12 a n d 
index) ins tead of Dichosciadium. 
O m i s s i o n s f rom c o m m o n n a m e s 
a p p e a r t o be t h e resul t of d e s u l t o r y 
ed i t ing : e.g. t h e w o r d "Cranesbi l l " 
has b e e n left ou t of "C inquefo i l 
Cranesbi l l " for Geranium potentill-
oides (p.36); and "Snow" is o m i t t e d 
f rom t h e c o m m o n names of Celmisia 
(p.18). There are a f e w t a x o n o m i c 
and n o m e n c l a t u r a ! errors; t h e y 
s e e m t o s t e m f r o m t o o m u c h 
d e p e n d e n c e on w o r k s c i t ed , such 
as t h o s e by Galbra i th (1977) or 
B e a u g l e h o l e (1981) , many parts of 
w h i c h are now se r ious ly out-of-
date. Two examples will suff ice here: 

The c o r r e c t bo tan ica l n a m e for 
" B u r g a n " (p.46) is n o w k n o w n t o be 
Kunzea ericoides (see e.g. S tan ley 

•
& Ross, "Flora of S .E Q u e e n s l a n d " 
vol.2, 1986); a n d t h e "Tiny Violet" 
p i c t u r e d (p.59) is p robab ly an 
undescr ibed h igh-country fo rm that, 
inter alia, has b e e n m a s q u e r a d i n g 
under Viola sieberiana for many 
years; t h e lat ter name s h o u l d be 
reserved for a taxon res t r ic ted to 
areas c l o s e t o the east coas t (see 
"Flora of Austra l ia" vol.8, 1982) . 

It is an u n f o r t u n a t e fact of life 
tha t bo tan ica l n a m e s have an irrit­
a t ing n e e d t o be u p d a t e d f r o m t i m e 
to t i m e ( the reasons are t o o d iverse 
t o d iscuss here). The p rocess has 
s p e e d e d u p recent ly d u e t o acce l ­
e ra ted research for t h e n e w "Flora 
of Austral ia" (AGPS), begun in 1 9 8 1 ; 
c o m p i l e r s of 'popular 1 w o r k s s u c h 
as "The Alps in Flower" are in a 
pos i t ion to accura te ly pass on th is 
n e w k n o w l e d g e to t h e genera l 
publ ic , and n e e d to be cont inua l ly 
a lert t o t h e cur ren t l i terature . 

Finally, I w o u l d have l i ked t o s e e 
at least a c o u p l e of p a g e s d e v o t e d 
to i l lus t ra t ion a n d d e s c r i p t i o n of 
micro -hab i ta ts , t h e i r complex i ty , 
f rag i l i ty a n d a s p e c t s of t h e i r c o n ­
servat ion - a s i n g u l a r o m i s s i o n in 
v iew of t h e p u b l i s h i n g body! 

Desp i te its o t h e r s h o r t c o m i n g s , 

t h e i l lus t ra t ions m a k e t h i s l i t t le 
b o o k g o o d va lue for t h e casua l ly 
i n t e r e s t e d t o u r i s t a n d b u s h w a l k e n 
but t h e keen f i e ld -bo tan is t , h o p i n g 
for a handy p o c k e t manua l to our 
r ich h i g h - c o u n t r y f lora, wi l l f i n d t h e 
h u g e g a p s in r e p r e s e n t a t i o n very 
f rus t ra t ing . 

ALPINE PARKS 



The Wildlife Parks of Africa 
A u t h o r : N i c h o l a s L o u a r d in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e W o r l d W i l d l i f e F u n d 
P u b l i s h e r : M i c h a e l J o s e p h L t d . , L o n d o n 1 9 8 5 Book Review by Syd Comfort 

Paui Kruger who became Pres ident 
of the Transvaal Repub l i c in 1 8 8 3 is 
r e m e m b e r e d for his s t rugg les in 
the pol i t ica l a rena and in a r m e d 
conf l i c t w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d in his 
be ing fo rced to leave Sou th Af r ica 
du r i ng the Ang lo -Boer War. sub­
sequen t l y to d ie m exi le. Less wel l 
k n o w n are the bat t les he fought 
f r om the t ime he b e c a m e Pres iden t 
for the c rea t ion of wi ld l i fe sanc­
tuar ies at a t ime w h e n such sanc­
tuar ies were a lmost u n k n o w n and 
the p ragmat i c fa rmers over w h o m 
he p res ided v iewed such p roposa ls 
as o f fens ive and heret ica l . Never­
the less . Kruger w o n s o m e v ic to r ies 
in the bat t le for sanc tuar ies , his last 
and perhaps g rea tes t be ing the 
c rea t i on of the Sab ie Reserve in 
1 8 9 8 wh ich af ter en l a rgemen t was 
to become, in 1926 . the Kruger 
Nat iona l Park. The au thor of The 
Wildlife Parks ot Africa th rows l ight 
on many o ther fasc ina t ing aspec ts 
of t he deve lopmen t of reserves and 

nat ional parks in Africa. In this story, 
hun te rs tu rned conse rva t i on i s t s 
o f ten f igure p rom inen t l y and the 
record of the newly e m e r g e d 
i n d e p e n d e n t coun t r i es a l lays fears 
that the dem ise of the co lon ia l 
powers w o u l d see Afr ica 's parks 
swep t away. There are, today, many 
more nat iona l parks a n d reserves 
in Afr ica than the re were in t he days 
of co lon ia l rule. 

The book is d iv ided into two parts 
"Conserv ing the Wi lde rness ' and 
'The Nat iona l Parks'. In add i t i on to 
t rac ing the deve lopmen t of conser­
vat ion and nat iona l parks, in t he 
first part the au thor devo tes chap­
ters to the h is tory of the con t inen t , 
life in t he Afr ican landscape , man­
ag ing the w i l de rness and p rob lems 
and poss ib i l i t ies of the fu ture. The 
t rea tment is a imed at the laymen 
but remains ba lanced , ob jec t i ve 
and au thor i ta t i ve in p rov id ing a 
b a c k g r o u n d to the unde rs tand ing 
of th is vast coun t ry and its enthra l l ­

ing natura l e n d o w m e n t s . In Ihe 
s e c o n d part of the book the author 
l ists all the presen t Af r ican na t iona l 
parks a n d major reserves sou th of 
the Sahara on a coun t ry -by -coun t ry 
basis toge the r w i th a desc r ip t i on of 
each in wh ich the loca t ion , h is tory, 
v is i t ing season, cha rac te r i s t i cs and 
natura l va lues are summar i sed . 
This sec t ion i s b y n o m e a n s a g u i d e 
book to ind iv idual parks but d o e s 
paint an overa l l canvas enab l ing 
the reader to app rec ia te the panor­
ama and se lec t parts of the scene 
for fur ther s tudy and, if f o r tuna te 
enough , for a visit. 

The book re f lec ts the a u t h o r ' ^ 
s t rong fee l ings for the coun t r y and 
persona l k n o w l e d g e of a w ide 
spec t rum of its natura l a t t r ibu tes . It 
is we l l i l lus t ra ted w i th bo th co lour 
and black and wh i te pho tog raphs . 

Books for Sale 
Petci 1 >oe 

Hel lo Members , 

T ime to let you know about the 
books we have for sale. You wi l l see 
that the pr ices are g o o d value and 
hard to beat anywhere . Have you 
though t of buy ing your Chr i s tmas 
p resen ts ear ly tor overseas pos t ing 
and so avo id ing the last m inu te 
p a n i c 9 Wi th w in te r c o m i n g on you 
may l ike to cur l u p w i t h a g o o d book 
yoursel f . C o m e down to t he NPA 
of f ice dur ing of f ice hours or c o m e 
to a Genera l Mee t i ng and see the 
range on display. If you r ing the 
off ice, a pub l i ca t ion can be sent to 
you for the a d d e d cos t of the post­
age. 

Eden Woodchipping - A Review 
Debb ie O u a r m b y $5 A report co l la t ­
ing ex is t ing k n o w l e d g e on the 
economic , soc ia l a n d env i ronmen­
tal impac ts of the Eden W o o d c h i p 
Indust ry p r o d u c e d by NPA(ACT). 

Daintree Where the Rainforest 
Meetsthe Reef Ruper t Russel l $ 2 5 
Prepared by Dr Geoff Mos ley ot 
ACF. 

Kiandra lo Kosciusko K laus 
H u e n e k e $ 2 7 

Exploring Queensland's Central 
Highlands Char les Warner $11 

Exploring Namadgi and Tidbinbilla 
G r a e m e Barrow $ 7 Day wa lks in 
Canber ra 's h igh coun t ry by one of 
our members . 

Discovering New South Wales Rain­
forests - A Touring, Walking and 
Cycling Guide. Pub l ished by the 
Tota l Env i ronment Cen t re $ 1 0 . A 
must be fo re your next ho l iday to 
ra in forest in NSW. 

Fighting lor Wilderness $ 8 Papers 
f rom the Aust ra l ian Conse rva t i on 
Founda t ion 's Thi rd Nat iona l Con­
ference. 

7r?e Alps in Flower IR M c C a n n j ^ ^ 
1987 $8 .50 Pub l i shed by V i c t o r i a n * ^ 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion , it has 
co lour pho tog raphs of many a lp ine 
plants. 

Victorian Alps An Austral ian Endan­
ge red Her i tage. Harry Nank in $ 1 4 
An ACF pub l i ca t ion . 

Australia's Alpine Areas Manage­
ment tor Conservation an NPA 
Publ ica t ion for only $2 . These are 
papers f rom a conference organised 
by NPA(ACT) in i ts Si lver Jub i l ee 
Year. 

Range Upon Range The Aust ra l ian 
Alps Harry Nank in $ 3 6 A book of 
f ine a lp ine pho tography . 

Budawang Map. 1 9 8 6 upda ted 
ed i t ion p r o d u c e d by the B u d a w a n g 
Commi t t ee $4 

Field Guide to the Native Trees ot 
Ihe ACT an NPA(ACT) pub l i ca t ion 
$ 4 



Flies and 

You wi l l k n o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e 
t o n g u e in c a t c h i n g insec ts if you 
f o l l o w The Swamp (blat!) o r B.C. 
(zot!); but t h e r e a re o t h e r ways. W e 
saw o n e w h i l e w e w e r e laz ing in t h e 
s u n s h i n e near K i d m a n s Hut in t h e 
K o s c i u s k o N a t i o n a l Park, our p a c k s 
on t h e rocks in f ron t of us w i t h t h e 
usual s p r i n k l i n g of f l ies on t h e m . 
T h e n a l izard c r e p t on to our p a c k s 
a n d t o o k a look a r o u n d . The nearest 
f ly w o u l d have b e e n a f o o t away -
never mind , a very s low a n d s teady 
a d v a n c e ha lved t h e d is tance , t h e n 
there w a s an unbe l ievab ly qu ick 

^ d a s h a n d all t h e f l ies t o o k off, 
^ e x c e p t i n g one. They are s l o w 

learners , however . Half a m i n u t e , 
and t h e m i n g l e d p o n g of c h e e s e 
a n d b a c o n a n d w h a t - n o t h a d t h e m 
s t ragg l ing back aga in . The d rama 
w a s r e p e a t e d un t i l w e h a d t o g o . 

Now, all f l ies are not equal . These 
w e r e bush- f l ies , w h i c h are s l u g g i s h 
and, one is f o r c e d t o admit , pe rhaps 
e v e n a l i t t l e s t u p i d . T h e house - f l i es 
are far m o r e n imble in w i t s a n d 
movement , a n d t h i s is h o w I saw a 

Lizards 
Robert Story 

l izard dea l w i t h t h e m . He s t a r t e d 
a n d m a i n t a i n e d a v io len t t r e m b l i n g 
t h r o u g h o u t his body, at t h e s a m e 
t i m e t h r o w i n g h imsel f in to loops, 
l ash ing h is tai l , a n d f l ing ing h is h e a d 
f r o m s ide t o s ide . In s h a r p cont ras t , 
t h e f l y sat perfect ly sti l l , and goggled . 
Fasc inat ing! So m u c h so that t h e 
s tea l thy advance that a c c o m p a n i e d 
t h e s e g y m n a s t i c a t i o n s w e n t un­
n o t i c e d unt i l it w a s t o o late. It explo­
d e d in to a b lur a n d a gu lp a n d I 
never saw a miss. 

It may in te res t you to k n o w tha t 
t h e B u s h m e n of t h e Kalahari , w h o 
are t h e most a d e p t s ta lkers y o u 
c o u l d meet , can st i l l be baf f led by 
lack of cover w h e n t h e g a m e are 
graz ing on shor t -g rass pla ins. As a 
last resor t t h e y wi l l t h e n rise t o t h e i r 
fee t a n d a d v a n c e at a w e a v i n g t rot 
to get w i t h i n bow-shot , but g a m e 
have a g o o d bit m o r e b e t w e e n the i r 
ears than f l ies do, a n d t e m p e r the i r 
cur ios i ty w i t h p rudence . I have s e e n 
t h e s e tac t ics u s e d but never w i t h 
success , t h o u g h t h e B u s h m e n 
a s s u r e d me tha t it s o m e t i m e s d id 
happen . 

ACF 
Planning Major 
Conference on 

Environment 

At t h e s a m e sca le as t h e l izard 
t h e f ly w o u l d b e t o o smal l f o r m e t o 
draw or for you t o recogn ise , a n d if I 
e n l a r g e d t h e l izard it w o u l d be t o o 
b ig for t h e Bu l le t in . This way t h e f ly 
wi l l p rov ide a real ly s q u a r e meal at 
t h e c o s t of a l i t t l e k i n d c o - o p e r a t i o n 
in y o u r mind 's eye. 

The Aust ra l ian C o n s e r v a t i o n Foun­
da t ion wi l l be h o l d i n g a ma jor 
na t iona l c o n f e r e n c e , e n t i t l e d T h e 
A u s t r a l i a n E n v i r o n m e n t : T a k i n g 
S t o c k a n d L o o k i n g F o r w a r d , in 
S y d n e y f r o m Fr iday 7 O c t o b e r t o 
Sunday 9 O c t o b e r 1 9 8 8 . It wi l l be 
he ld at t h e Universi ty of T e c h n o l o g y 
( former ly t h e N S W Inst i tu te of 
Technology) . 

There wi l l be sec t ions , task f o r c e 
g r o u p s o r d i s c u s s i o n g r o u p s o n : 

. Austra l ia : a land w o r t h ca r ing for 

. The s ta te of t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 

. Appra isa l of e c o n o m i c , soc ia l 
and inst i tut ional const ra in ts to high­
l ight t h e root c a u s e s of env i ron ­
menta l d e s t r u c t i o n 
. D e v e l o p m e n t of c r i t i ca l p a t h s f o r 
fu tu re ac t ion . 

In a d d i t i o n t h e r e wi l l be e v e n i n g 
act iv i t ies to re in fo rce t h e day sess­
ions a n d a ten day post c o n f e r e n c e 
t o u r of N S W ra in forest areas. 

For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t 
Anne Reeves, organis ing commi t tee 
convenor , or S u e S a l m o n , N S W 
c a m p a i g n off icer, at t h e A C F N S W 
Off ice, P h o n e ( 0 2 ) 2 7 1 4 9 7 o r L e v e l 
3, 18 Argy le Street , S y d n e y 2 0 0 0 . 
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Field Guide to the Native Trees of the A.C.T. 
This p o c k e t b o o k desc r i bes 6 0 spec ies of t rees of four met res or more that 
are known to g row natura l ly w i th in the boundar ies of t he ACT. It is wr i t t en 
for the non-spec ia l is t and has ins t ruc t ions on how to use a bo tan ica l key. 
For easy re fe rence it is d iv ided in to th ree parts - Euca lyp ts ; Acac ias and 
o ther spec ies , w i th t rees that are s imi lar p laced s ide by side. 

Each spec ies is t rea ted separa te ly and is ful ly i l lus t ra ted, w i t h a thumbna i l 
map to show whe re au then t i ca ted s p e c i m e n s have been co l lec ted . A key 
to all spec ies , index and g lossary are prov ided. 

The Fie ld Gu ide is usefu l in the ne ighbou r i ng Sou the rn Tab le lands 
(Goulburn . Cooma. Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park). 

Price $4 .00 
(plus $1 .00 to cover pos tage and packag ing) 

P r o d u c e d b y t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e A u s t r a l i a n C a p i t a l T e r r i t o r y I n c . 

assisted b y a H e r i t a g e Grant irom the 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A r t s . S p o r t . E n v i r o n m e n t . T o u r i s m a n d T e r r i t o r i e s 

NPA Bul let in 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion of the A.C.T. 
P.O. Box 457 . Canber ra City 2 6 0 1 . 
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P O S T A G E 

P A I D 

A U S T R A L I A 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Held at 3 pm. Room 1. Griffin Centre. Bunda Street. CIVIC 

I 
J U N E - T h u r s d a y 16 
Denn is Car ly le (Mona rch Tours, ACT) wil l talk about the act iv i t ies ot commerc ia l tour o p e i a t o i s in 
Nat iona l Parks in Austra l ia . M o n a r c h conduc t tours local ly and to nor th and cent ra l Austra l ia , and 
Denn is h a s i u s t r e t u r n e d f rom p r o m o t i n g tours in Nor th Amer ica . A n o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i scuss s o m e of 
the issues ra ised regard ing th is use of Nat iona l Parks. 

J U L Y - T h u r s d a y 21 

Ray M o o n e y (Lands Inspec to r and Hume and Hovel l Track Superv isor . Gou lbu rn Off ice. NSW 
Dep l of Lands) wi l l address the mee t ing on the cons t ruc t i on of the H u m e and Hovel l t rack. This 
track, f rom Gunn ing to Albury, b road ly re t races the route fo l l owed by the exp lo re rs in 1824 . and is 
i n tended for c o m p l e t i o n late in 1988. 

A U G U S T - T h u r s d a y 18 

Annua l Genera l Mee t i ng . Br ing a long your s l ides and t hough t s on conserva t ion issues. 


