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Aims and Objects of the Association 
Promotion of national parks and of measures for the 
protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural 
features in the Australian Capital Territory and else
where, and the reservation of specific areas. 

Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor re
creation areas. 
Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoy
ment of, such natural phenomena by organised field 
outings, meetings or any other means. 

Co-operation with organisations and persons having 
similar interests and objectives. 
Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation, 
and the planning of land-use to achieve conservation. 
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President's Foreword 
With her move t o Sydney for a year. Den Robin h a d t o r e l i n q u i s h f a t l e a s t f o r t h e 
t ime being) her pos i t ion as t h e Associa t ion 's n o m i n e e on t h e ACT Parks a n d 
Conservat ion Consul ta t ive Commi t tee . Den has been a very act ive m e m b e r of 
t h e Consu l ta t ive C o m m i t t e e and I w o u l d like to express , on behalf of t h e 
Associa t ion , our thanks for her w o r k over t h e fast t h r e e years. In t h e meant ime, I 
have taken her p lace on t h e C o m m i t t e e - a hard act t o fo l low. 

N e w m e m b e r s of t h e Assoc ia t ion may not be aware tha t w e have a s u b c o m m i t t e e s t r u c t u r e w h i c h a l lows 
invo lvement in Assoc ia t ion bus iness w i thou t the formal c o m m i t m e n t of be ing on t h e c o m m i t t e e . It is a lso a way to 
b e c o m e fami l iar w i th Assoc ia t ion act iv i t ies p r i o r t o jo in ing the c o m m i t t e e . W o u l d you l ike to par t ic ipa te in one of the 
s u b c o m m i t t e e s ? 

C o n v e n o r s of s o m e s u b c o m m i t t e e s are ind ica ted on Page 2, o thers inc lude Env i ronment (Nevi l le Esau), 
N a m a d g i (Phil Gatenby), and Finance and Marke t ing (Jan Gatenby) . 

These c o n v e n o r s w o u l d w e l c o m e any enqui r ies , a l ternat ive ly contac t me on 82 3 0 8 0 . 

^Commit tee 
News 

This C o m m i t t e e N e w s br ings you 
up t o d a t e w i th t h e N o v e m b e r and 
D e c e m b e r C o m m i t t e e meet ings . 
The C o m m i t t e e did not meet in 
January . 

Kosciusko 
O u r s u b m i s s i o n o n t h e draf t 

a m e n d m e n t s t o the Kosc iusko Nat
ional Park Plan of M a n a g e m e n t 
w a s l o d g e d in October . The C o m m 
i t tee is c o n s i d e r i n g m a k i n g a supp
lementary submiss ion on the impact 
of t h e in ternat iona l ski run near 
Thredbo . 

The N S W Nat ional Parks a n d 
i ldl i fe Serv ice recent ly asked t h e 

NPA t o r e s p o n d to a survey of visit
ors to t h e Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park. 
Our s u b m i s s i o n e m p h a s i s e d that 
our m e m b e r s d o not requ i re t h e 
deve lopment of m u c h inf rastructure 
in order to en joy t h e park. 

Brindabella 
The C o m m i t t e e is st i l l pursu ing 

t h e p r o p o s e d Br indabe l la Nat ional 
Park. T h e N e w S o u t h W a l e s Min is ter 
for M ines r e s p o n d e d t o our enquir 
ies a b o u t delays, exp la in ing that 
app l i ca t ions have been rece ived 
for exp lo ra t ion l icences . W e have 
w r i t t e n back ask ing w h a t appl ic
a t ions have been rece ived, a n d 
w h e t h e r t h e p e r i o d for c o m m e n t on 
t h e app l ica t ions has c losed . 

Rocks 
The Res idents of Ch i lders and 

K ings ley Streets, o t h e r w i s e k n o w n 
as t h e ROCKS, are k e e n t o retain 
o u r a c c o m m o d a t i o n in th is c o n v e n 
ient cent ra l locat ion. Wi th f inancia l 
help f r o m t h e NCDC, t h e ROCKS 
have c o m m i s s i o n e d a s tudy of t h e 
long t e r m a c c o m m o d a t i o n needs of 
the communi ty groups w h o current ly 
use t h e huts in th is area. The s tudy 
was c o n d u c t e d by a f i rm of c o n s u l 
tants , w h o c a m e up w i th a n u m b e r 
of opt ions . The op t ion r e c o m m e n 
ded by t h e c o n s u l t a n t s is for t h e 
si te to be re -deve loped t o prov ide 
commerc ia l rental proper t ies w h i c h 
c o u l d be used t o subs id ise t h e 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n of c o m m u n i t y 
groups. These opt ions are still under 
d iscuss ion . 

Heritage Week 
The Publ ic i ty and Educa t ion Sub
c o m m i t t e e is busi ly prepar ing the 
1988 Her i tage W e e k exh ib i t ion . 
Plans inc lude an essay compet i t ion , 
to be he ld jo in t ly w i t h t h e Nat ional 
Trust, a n d a t t ract ive pr izes wil l be 
of fered. There wil l a lso be a pro
g r a m m e of out ings based on natural 
and cul tura l her i tage. A n y m e m b e r 
wi l l ing to help s h o u l d c o n t a c t Glyn 
Lewis on 9 5 2 7 2 0 . 

New Members 
The fo l low ing n e w m e m b e r s are 
w e l c o m e d t o t h e Assoc ia t ion : 

Joset te Allester, Macgregon Michael 
and Chr ist ine Bremers, Richardson; 
Margare t Cole, F ishen E l i zabeth 
Dendr inos, Campbel l ; Doro thy a n d 
Raymond Donnel lan, Watson; Bryan 
Ezard, Canberra; Har r ie t Fox, Lyne 
ham; Katr ina I re land, Flynn; Dirk 
Kroon, Flynn; M ichae l a n d Barbara 
Merrony , Pearce; Chr is t ine O'Con
nor, Hughes; Li l ian Prdjan, Evatt; 
Al ison, Bill and George Rayner, 
Aranda; Ela ine Suey, Cook; Garry 
Webster , Pearce. 

Walk Softly 

The last genera l m e e t i n g for 1987 
w a s d e v o t e d to t h e sub jec t of min
imal impact bushwa lk ing , a n d inc lu
d e d t h e s c r e e n i n g of t h e v ideo Walk 
Softly p r o d u c e d by t h e Tasmanian 
Film Corpora t ion . The NPA o w n s 
this c o p y of t h e v ideo, a n d w o u l d 
like to make it avai lable to any 
m e m b e r s w h o w o u l d l ike to v iew it 
in the i r o w n homes. The v i d e o is 14 
minu tes long, a n d w o u l d be espec
ially su i tab le for v i e w i n g by y o u n g 
people. If you w o u l d l ike t o b o r r o w 
the video, please r ing Laraine Fraw
ley at t h e Of f ice , or Ju l i a T r a i n o r o n 
81 1195 t o a r range t h e loan. 



The Gudgenby Property 
and 

Grazing in National Parks 

At the ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Consu l ta t i ve Commi t t ee meet ing 
m D e c e m b e r 1 987 , it was announ 
ced by Mr Greg Fraser (First Assis
tant Secre tary of the Parks and 
Publ ic Transit Division) that the 
Gudgenby lease w o u l d be te rm in 
a ted on 30 J u n e 1 989. This g ives 
the lessee t ime to w ind down the 
graz ing operat ion. This move wou ld . 
I bel ieve, have genera l suppor t in 
the Assoc ia t ion as graz ing is incon
s is tent wi th cur rent Aust ra l ian Nat
ional Park ph i losophy. 

There is an a rgumen t be ing 
advanced by some her i tage inter
ests lhat g raz ing (which da tes f rom 
the 1830s) shou ld remain in the 
vaiiey f loors. It is a r g u e d tha i the 
grazing hasacu l tu ra l resource value 
wor thy of preservat ion, and that 
g raz ing is part of Nat iona l Parks in 
the Un i ted K ingdom, Europe and 
the Un i ted States. 

In genera l , the chief f unc t i ons of 
Austral ian Nat ional Parks are nature 
conserva t ion and compa t ib le rec
reat ion, t hough all park serv ices 
also recognize cultural values. There 
are excep t i ons - parks such as 
Kakadu in the Nor thern Terr i tory 
equal ly p ro tec t ou ts tand ing cu l tura l 
values. The advance of fa rming and 
g raz ing across the Aust ra l ian land
scape m the last two hund red years 
has resu l ted in ample oppor tun i t y 
for res iden ts in any part of Austra l ia 
to expe r ience rural cu l tu ra l land
scapes c lose to home. Close to the 
ACT, the B ra idwood area has out
s tand ing histor ic resources , w i th 
many remains of 19th century Euro
pean se t t lement and pastora l activ
ity such as conv ic t quar ters , g rand 
homes teads (some in subs tan t ia l 
d isrepair) , smal l s lab huts and pise 
houses. It is the natura l landscapes 
wh ich are g row ing scarcer, w i th 
some areas part icular ly a f fec ted, 
for example , Matter areas west of 
the Div ide in New Sou th Wales 
used for broad acre fa rming and 
graz ing. 

False compar i sons shou ld not 
be d rawn be tween the Nat iona l 

Kevin Frawley 

Parks of the Aust ra l ian Sta tes and 
Terr i to r ies and those of Br i ta in or 
the Un i ted States. In the USA, large 
areas that w o u l d be in Na t iona l 
Parks in the Aust ra l ian sys tem are 
con ta ined in the Un i ted States 
Depar tment of Agr icu l tu re Forest 
Serv ice w i lderness areas. Compar
isons wi th Br i ta in and Europe are 
even more inappropr ia te though 
are o f ten made, in i gno rance of the 
o r ig ins of the sys tems there . For 
some, perhaps, it is sti l l the cu l tura l 
c r inge, or the fee l ing lha t land
scapes need the human hand to 
make them comple te . The Engl ish 
and Welsh sty le of Nat iona l Park is 
not the product of de l i be ra te pol icy 
but der ives f rom the fact that by the 
t ime The National Parks a n d Access 
to the Countryside Act was passed 
in 1949. there was no large reservoir 
of land in a natura l s tate, nor was 
there any ex tens ive area rema in ing 
as pub l ic land. The parks c rea ted 
were l i t t le more than l ines d rawn on 
a map cover ing a landscape severe
ly mod i f i ed a n d s imp l i f ied du r i ng 
cen tu r ies of in tens ive se t t l emen t 
and farming activity. The Engl ish 
and Welsh parks are best thought 
of as ' p ro tec ted landscapes ' . 

In Austral ia, we have a Nat ional 
Park sys tem un ique ly Aust ra l ian 
wh ich substant ia l ly p reda tes (hat 
of t h e Un i t ed K i n g d o m a n d of w h i c h 
Aust ra l ians can feel proud. The 
(Royal) Nat iona l Park was dec la red 
in 1879. Laming ton (Old) in 1915, 
Kosc iusko in 1944. Queens land 's 
State Forests and National Parks 
Act of 1906 was a leader in legis
lat ion. There is l i t t le just i f icat ion in 
l ook ing t o o the r sys tems w h i c h 
der ive f rom a d i f ferent history, cul 
ture, pol i t ical s t ruc tu re and, most 
important ly , landscape. It is our w i ld 
a n d natura l l andscapes that are 
today under most threat , and Nat
ional Parks are of major s igni f icance 
for their survival . By cont ras t , ou r 
ub iqu i t ous g raz ing l andscapes 
appear l i t t le t h rea tened - excep t 
whe re the land has begun to take 
its own revenge. 

Brindabella 
National 

Park 
No Closer 

Kevin Frawley 

The Assoc ia t ion has con t i nued its 
rep resen ta t ions to New South 
Wales ' Min is ters regard ing the dec
larat ion of the long-proposed Brin
dabel la Nat ional Park. The fol lowing 
are two recent responses: 

Dr K. Frawley 
Pres ident 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion of the 

Austra l ian Capi ta l Terr i tory Inc. 

Dear Dr Frawley, 

Thank you for your letter da ted 22 
S e p t e m b e r 1987. suppor t ing ear ly 
establ ishment of the proposed Brin
dabel la Nat iona l Park. 

The Di rector of Nat iona l Parks and 
Wi ld l i fe has adv ised me that the 
Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld l i fe Serv ice 
is st i l l nego t ia t ing wi th the Depart
ment of Minera l Resources regard
ing this proposa l and as a result no 
an t i c ipa ted da te for ded ica t ion can 
yet be given. Whi le it is un fo r tuna te 
that decis ions regarding reservat ion 
of areas under the Nat ional Parks 
and Wi ld l i fe Act in some cases take 
some t ime to at ta in, it is never the
less impor tant , in the soc ia l and 
economic in terests of the S ta te^ 
that in reach ing such dec is ions 
adequa te cons idera t ion is g iven to 
the c la ims of o ther landuse author
it ies. 

I have no ted your Assoc ia t ion 's 
p roposa l that the Br indabe l la Ran
ges Nat ional Park b e c o m e part of 
the Tr i-state A lp ine Park System 
and I cons ider th is to have cons id
erable merit. 

Your in terest in this mat ter is 
apprec ia ted . 

Yours s incerely, 

B o b Car r 
Min is ter for Planning 

and Env i ronment 
22 Dec 1987 



The Grampians wi th SGAP 
Shirley Lewis 

Dr. K. Frawley 
Pres ident 
Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion of 

T h e Austra l ian Capi ta l Terr i tory 

Dear Mr. Frawley, 

I refer t o your le t ter d a t e d 2 3 r d 
November , 1987 c o n c e r n i n g infor
mat ion relat ing t o exp lora t ion 
l icences a f fec t ing the p roposed 
Br indabel la Nat ional Park. 

As w a s prev iously po in ted out to 
you in my l e t t e r d a t e d 2 9 t h October , 
1987 , t w o exp lora t ion l icence app
l icat ions, Explorat ion L icence App
l icat ions Nos. 3 4 8 and 3 4 9 Goul 
burn, by BHP Go ld M ines L imi ted , 
w e r e lodged on 2 0 t h August , 1987 , 
over areas of 100 uni ts (300 square 
k i lometres) to search for G r o u p 
O n e (1) minera ls such as copper , 
silver, go ld , lead, zinc. The appl ic
a t ions are at a re lat ively early s tage 

fc)f p rocess ing and no dec is ion has 
yet been m a d e as to w h e t h e r or not 
l i cences wi l l be granted . 

I w ish t o po int out that t h e M in ing 
Act does not make any s ta tu tory 
provis ions for ob jec t ions to be 
lodged in respect of exp lora t ion 
l icence appl ica t ions . The per iod for 
w h i c h an exp lora t ion l i cence is 
normal ly g r a n t e d is twenty four (24) 
months . 

In t h e event that exp lora t ion l icen
ces are g ran ted to BHP Gold M ines 
L imi ted , s t r ingent c o n d i t i o n s wi l l be 
i n c o r p o r a t e d in t h e l icences t o 
ensure t h e rehabi l i ta t ion of any 
areas d is tu rbed by exp lora t ion 
act iv i t ies. For example , pr ior t o 
c o m m e n c i n g opera t ions w h i c h wil l 
involve d i s t u r b a n c e to t h e sur face 

fcf t h e area, t h e reg is te red holder 
^vil l be requ i red t o not i fy t h e Reg
ional M in ing Engineer of my Depart
ment, in forming him of the i r intent
ions and t h e reg is tered holder wi l l 
be requ i red t o observe any c o n 
d i t ions w h i c h may be i m p o s e d by 
him. 

L i c e n c e ho lders are a lso requ i red 
to lodge w i t h my Depar tment , at t h e 
exp i ra t ion of each (6) m o n t h s of t h e 
te rm of the i r l icence, a wr i t ten report 
to my sat isfact ion, conta in ing partic
ulars of all surveys and o t h e r oper
a t ions c o n d u c t e d dur ing that six 
m o n t h per iod. I t rust tha t th is infor
mat ion wi l l be of ass is tance to you. 

Yours s incerely , 

K e n G a b b 
Min is te r for Minera ls and Energy 

8 Jan 1 9 8 8 

To g o on a t r ip w i th SGAP (Society 
for Growing Austra l ian Plants), is to 
have one's hor izons w i d e n e d c o n 
siderably. In early October , e ight 
NPA m e m b e r s (Shei la Krusa, Ralf 
lannuzz i , two Curr ies, t w o McFar-
lanes, and t w o Lewises) w e r e for
t u n a t e e n o u g h to take part in t h e 
SGAP excurs ion t o t h e Grampians 
in Victor ia . For several of us, it was a 
'f irst ' w i th such a group . It cer ta in ly 
won' t be t h e last. Perhaps w e didn' t 
cover as many k i lometres as w e 
m i g h t d o o n an average NPA walk , 
but w h a t w e saw in every k i lometre 
- or every c e n t i m e t r e on s o m e 
occas ions - w o u l d fi l l vo lumes; and 
in an area as r ich in f lora as the 
Grampians, it w o u l d be a was te to 
do it any o ther way. W h i c h e v e r area 
w e v is i ted, it was l ike an ex tens ive 
f lower garden , and as w e were w i t h 
a k n o w l e d g e a b l e group , every plant 
cou ld be ident i f ied. 

W e saw t h e Grampians in many 
moods, and it s e e m e d to mat ter not 
that w e w a l k e d up to t h e t o p of Mt 
Wi l l iam in t h i c k mist and icy co ld , 
unable to get any view. The walk 
w a s exhi lara t ing and t h e roads ide 
l ined w i th a great var iety of f lowers 
and branches w i t h t ra i l ing 'Old 
Man's Beard ' (Clematis) d r ipp ing in 
t h e misty rain. 

M t Z e r o a n d M t  S tapy l ton  wi th its 
s c u l p t u r e d s a n d s t o n e rocks, caves 
and overhangs, w e r e m u c h drier, 
but again , f lowers everywhere , 
cover ing t h e f lat sandy areas, and 
in every rock crevice. In spectacu lar 
Gol tan Gorge, w h e r e the creek had 
w o r n its own c h a n n e l for its water to 
t u m b l e d o w n in a series of waterfal ls 
and d e e p pools, o rch ids were seen 
in the most u n e x p e c t e d places 
midst a p ro fus ion of shrubs . 

Impressive Mt Arapi les, the 
M e c c a of rockc l imbers , and s o m e 
distance f rom t h e Grampians Range, 
r ises abrupt ly f rom t h e expansive 
plains. Wa lk ing t racks to the top , 
t h r o u g h rocker ies of f lowers , pro
v ided extens ive v iews of the r ich 
f lat fa rming c o u n t r y below. 

The rugged c ragg iness of Mt 
Arapi les and Mi t re Rock c o n t r a s t e d 

-starkly w i th t h e Li t t le Desert - f lat, 
sandy - w i th its s t u n t e d mal lee 
euca lypts and profus ions of f lowers, 
a deser t in name only. It is a legacy 
for us all to enjoy, and a t r ibu te to 
those conserva t ion is ts w h o bat t led 

Craggy faces of Mt. Arapiles. 

to save it f rom d e v e l o p m e n t as 
marg ina l f a r m i n g land, a b o u t 2 0 
years ago. 

The t r ip was we l l o rgan ized by 
t h e C a n b e r r a SGAP in c o n j u n c t i o n 
wi th the W i m m e r a g r o u p in Hor
sham, Victor ia , o n e of w h o m a lways 
a c c o m p a n i e d u s o n our t r ips , a n d 
w i th the i r d e p t h of k n o w l e d g e of 
the area, were f o u n t s of in format ion. 
They o r g a n i z e d v is i ts t o g a r d e n s in 
the area, all p l a n n e d and cu l t iva ted 
wi th great ded ica t ion . Visi ts to 
nurser ies w e r e a lso ar ranged , 
resul t ing in the bus look ing l ike a 
mobi le nursery, f i l led w i th every
one 's purchases . 

On t h e last even ing , w e were 
gues ts of the W i m m e r a g r o u p at t h e 
N a t i m u k Hall. In t r u e c o u n t r y sty le , 
a de l ic ious meai w a s served fo l l 
o w e d by ta lks a n d s l i d e s h o w s by 
b o t h groups . 

As on the fo rward journey , w h e n 
the Warby Ranges near Wangarat ta 
w e r e v is i ted , t h e t r ip b a c k t o Can
berra was a lso broken , at Beech-
wor th and a fern fac tory in Albury. In 
all , a very in te res t ing a n d en joyab le 
excurs ion . 



Kosciusko National Park 
Visitor Facilities and Services Study 

Kevin Frawley 

The NSW Nat iona l Parks and Wi ld
l i fe Serv ice is cur ren t ly c o n d u c t i n g 
a s tudy of v is i tor fac i l i t ies and serv
ices in Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park, 
and is a t tempt ing to est imate fu ture 
v is i tor use so as to plan for fu r the r 
inves tment of funds in fac i l i t ies and 
serv ices. Under cons ide ra t i on for 
expend i t u re are the moneys wh ich 
have been co l l ec ted by t he park 
use su rcha rge fee - or ig ina l ly 
imposed on w in te rv i s i t o rs , but now 
paid genera l l y by those w h o fre
quen t t hose parts of t he park whe re 
co l lec t ion is made. 

A w o r k s h o p to assist in this s tudy 
was held on 13 January w i th the 
aim of es t imat ing v is i tor use of the 
park over the next f ive years, as wel l 
as the areas invo lved and the types 
of act iv i t ies. Also to be cons ide red 
were the m a n a g e m e n t imp l ica t ions 
or t rends in visi tor use, ana the 
fo rmula t ion of cr i ter ia for se t t ing 
pr ior i t ies in the a l loca t ion of funds. 
The purpose of the w o r k s h o p was 
not to deba te park managemen t 
goals , r a t h e r t o a s c e r t a i n the t rends 
in usage as perce ived and antic
ipated by some of the user groups, 
commerc ia l enterpr ises, and tour ist 
promotion organizations. Neverthe
less, d i scuss ion of the purposes of 
Nat iona l Parks d id arise. 

It is di f f icul t to summar ize out
comes of a w o r k s h o p such as this, 
but some genera l po in ts can be 
made. Firstly, some of the commer
cial in terests see no th ing in the 
propos i t ion that Nat iona l Parks 
serve conserva t ion purposes. To 
them, the main interest is in g row th 
of tour ist numbers wh ich they per
ceive to be th reatened by ' restra ints ' 
app l ied by the NPWS. A represen
tat ive of one of the main resor ts 
sugges ted that resort areas shou ld 
be exc i sed f rom the park so that 
deve lopmen t cou ld p roceed unres
t r ic ted. It was also s u g g e s t e d that 
' there is no th ing for v is i tors to do in 
summer 1 and that 'a t t rac t ions ' are 
needed to br ing more vis i tors. Not 
surpr is ingly, this brought a v igorous 
response from conservat ion repres
enta t ives as wel l as some of the 
tour ist p romo t i on represen ta t i ves 
who know that the large number of 

summer visitors come for the superb 
natural a t t rac t ions of the moun ta in 
env i ronment . W o r k s h o p s th rough
out the day ident i f ied the genera l 
lack of sound data on the var ious 
act iv i t ies under taken in the park, 
espec ia l ly ou ts ide the sou the rn 
area of managemen t focus. It was 
genera l ly ag reed that all types of 
recreat ion act iv i ty w o u l d con t i nue 
to grow. There w o u l d be a s lower 
rate of g row th of some act iv i t ies 
than prev iously (e.g. four whee l 
dr iv ing, canoe ing) wh i le o thers 
w o u l d con t i nue wi th h igh levels of 
g row th (e.g. cross coun t ry ski ing). 

The f inal part of the w o r k s h o p 
sought p ropos i t ions for ' key pro
jec ts ' for d i f ferent recreat ion activ
it ies. Space p rec ludes deta i l ing all 
of these, but for bushwa lk ing th ree 
i tems were sugges ted : 

(1) That des igna ted low key track-
head carparks be es tab l i shed at 
popular ent ry po in ts such as Round 
Moun ta in ; 
(2) That the re be improvemen ts in 
in terpre ta t ion and bush e t ique t te 
in fo rmat ion ; 
(3) That cons idera t ion be g iven to 
a permit system for overnight camp
ing in the a lp ine zone. 

The Assoc ia t ion h a s s u b m i t t e d a 
wr i t ten con t r i bu t i on to the study. If 
members have any commen ts , 
observa t ions or ideas wh ich they 
feel may be re levant , they shou ld 
fo rward these to: 

Ms Janet McKay 
Project Manager 
Kosc iusko Nat ional Park 
Private Mai l Bag 
Cooma NSW 2 6 3 0 

Help Wanted 
Is there anyone who wou ld be wil l ing 
to spend an even ing four t imes a 
year he lp ing to d ispa tch Bul let ins? 

The work is fair ly ted ious, but 
good company and food is provided, 
so that a good t ime is had by all. 

If you are in te res ted , w o u l d you 
please contac t Jud i th S imondson 
on 91 6 2 0 1 (after hours) o r L a r a i n e 
Frawley at the of f ice on 57 1063, 
s ta t ing wh ich n ights you wou ld be 
avai lable. 

Namadgi 
Matters 

Philip Gatenby 

Edit ing work by the Parks and Con
servat ion Serv ice on the Yerrabi 
Track in terpre ta t ive b rochure is 
con t inu ing , and the Assoc ia t ion 
expec ts to see an ed i ted vers ion of 
the b rochure short ly. The plan is to 
re lease the b rochure before the 
end of this f inancia l year, but not 
unti l bo th the Assoc ia t ion and the 
Serv ice are comp le te l y happy w i th 
its con ten ts . The Serv ice is also 
p roduc ing or he lp ing to p roduce a 
number of other brochures on walks 
in Namadgi . These inc lude a gen
eral b rochure on t racks and bush-
walk ing in the Park and s p e c i f i o ^ ^ 
b rochures on the t racks toS q u a r e e ^ ^ 
Rock and Nursery Swamp and the 
Naas River Fire Trail (in con junc t i on 
wi th the Field Natura l is ts Assoc
iat ion of Canberra). 

The Yerrabi Track has been in 
the news lately. The December 
1987 issue of the Australian Ranger 
Bulletin fea tures an ar t ic le by Reg 
Alder on the Yerrabi Track that 
descr ibes the deve lopmen t of the 
Track and the in terpre ta t ive work 
involved. The Annual Report for 
1986-87 of the ACT Admin is t ra t ion 
notes NPA's invo lvement in the 
cons t ruc t i on of t rack to Boboyan 
Trig. Also, two recent pub l i ca t ions 
f rom the Nat ional Capi ta l Develop
ment Commiss ion , the 1986-8"Z^k 
Annual Report and a report e n t i t l e d ^ ^ 
The Way We Are con ta in pho tos of 
Boboyan Trig. 

Other developments concerning 
Namadg i inc lude the idea of estab
l ishing a Fr iends Group for the Park, 
cur rent ly be ing inves t iga ted by the 
Parks and Conserva t ion Service. If 
such a group were set up the Assoc
iat ion cou ld expect cons ide rab le 
invo lvement . Research by John 
Mc l l roy of the CSIRO on feral p igs 
in the Park is underway (as repor ted 
in The Canberra Times of 9 February 
1988). This pro ject is look ing at 
feed ing habi ts, movement pat terns, 
p redat ion and the most ef fect ive 
con t ro l me thods for pigs 



National Park Defini t ion 
O n e of t h e reso lu t ions of the 1987 
Austra l ian Nat ional Parks Counc i l 
Annua l Confe rence held in Sydney 
in October was for the incorporat ion 
of a substan t ive Nat ional Park 
def in i t ion in t h e AN PC cons t i tu t ion . 
The fo rmula t ion of such a def in i t ion 
w a s a reso lu t ion of t h e previous 
year's c o n f e r e n c e in Hobart . 

W h a t is a Nat ional Park? Any 
def in i t ion , wh i l e d i rec ted towards 
an idea!, must also a c c o m m o d a t e 
some practicalit ies. In the Austral ian 
contex t th is means recogniz ing 
that our National Park system, whi le 
be ing one of t h e o ldest in t h e wor ld , 
is b a s e d on State legis lat ion, and 
that many of our Nat ional Parks are 
inher i ted f rom prev ious t imes w h e n 

•
Rat iona l Park c o n c e p t s wered i f fe r -
ent t o now. For example, the 'beauty 
spot ' Nat ional Parks of Q u e e n s l a n d 
- s u c h as smal l areas a round water
fal ls or c ra te r lakes - ref lect the 
ear ly s e t t i n g aside of these areas 
for mainly passive recreat ion, rather 
than a considerat ion or understand
ing of conservat ion values, for wh ich 
t h e areas w o u l d be t o o smal l . 

The most universal ly a c c e p t e d 
descr ip t ion of a Nat ional Park was 
d e v e l o p e d by IUCN and a d o p t e d at 
New Delhi in 1969 . A later report 
<CNPPA,1978) conta ined ade ta i l ed 
c lass i f ica t ion for reserved areas of 
w h i c h Nat ional Parks are one type. 
The cr i ter ia for se lec t ion and man
a g e m e n t of a Nat ional Park are as 
fo l lows: 

National parks are relatively large 
i^kland or water areas which contain 
^^representative samples of major 

natural regions, features or scenery 
of national or international signif
icance where plant and animal 
species, geomorphological sites, 
and habitats are of special scientific, 
educational, and recreational inter
est. They contain one or several 
entire ecosystems that are not 
materially altered by human exploi
tation and occupation. The highest 
competent authority of the country 
has taken steps to prevent or elim
inate as soon as possible exploi
tation or occupation in the area and 
to enforce effectively the respect of 
ecological, geomorphological, or 
aesthetic features which have led 
to its establishment 

The resource is managed and 
developed so as to sustain recrea
tion and education activities on a 

controlled basis. The area is man
aged in a natural or near-natural 
state. Visitors enter under special 
conditions for inspirational, educa
tional, cultural, and recreational 
purposes. 

The protected status of the area 
is adequately maintained directly 
by the central government or 
through agreement with another 
agency. 

Because thei r c lass i f icat ion 
inc luded a c o m p r e h e n s i v e range of 
reserve types, IUCN reques ted 
g o v e r n m e n t s to keep t h e Nat ional 
Park des igna t ion for reservat ions 
that f i t ted t h e Nat ional Park c r i t e r i a 

Clearly, in Aust ra l ia many of our 
Nat ional Parks w o u l d not fit t h e 
IUCN cri ter ia , and w e are unl ikely to 
have a c o m p r e h e n s i v e and uni form 
redes ignat ion of reserved lands. 
The IUCN def in i t ion stands, there
fore, as an ideal for Nat ional Parks 
but, in t h e a b s e n c e of a l ternat ive, 
equiva lent s ta tus des igna t ion of 
reserves, w e wi l l c o n t i n u e t o see 
and no d o u b t s u p p o r t t h e reserv
at ion of o ther areas (small areas, 
l andscapes w i t h a h igher cu l tura l 
c o m p o n e n t etc) as Nat ional Parks. 

Using the IUCN def in i t ion as a 
base, t h e Fourth Austra l ian Minis
terial Conference on Nat ional Parks 
in 1970 a d o p t e d t h e fo l lowing s im
p l i f ied de f in i t ion : 

A National Park is a relatively 
large area set aside for its features 
of predominantly unspoiled natural 
landscape, flora and fauna, perman
ently dedicated for public enjoy
ment, education and inspiration, 
and protected from all interference 
other than essential management 
practices, so that its natural attrib
utes are preserved. 

L u n n e y and Recher  (1986) s u g 
gest tha t th is def in i t ion has t w o 
deficiencies, first, it fails to recognize 
t h e scient i f ic value of parks, second, 
it omi ts re fe rence to landscapes 
a l te red by h u m a n act iv i t ies. They 
point out tha t a l tered landscapes 
may fo rm a valuable add i t ion t o t h e 
Nat ional Parksys tem. 
The Lunney and Recher def in i t ion 
is as fo l lows: 

A national park is a sufficiently 
large area set aside for the conser
vation of flora and fauna, dedicated 
for public enjoyment, education 
and scientific research and man-
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aged so that its natural attributes 
are retained or restored. 

From these var ious def in i t ions 
and t h e ideas b e h i n d them, t h e 
de f in i t ion a d o p t e d by ANPC was 
f o r m u l a t e d - a n d here t h e cr i t ical 
c o m m e n t s by t h e Victor ian Nat ional 
Parks Assoc ia t ion on s o m e f i rst 
draf ts must be a c k n o w l e d g e d . The 
emphas is of t h e de f in i t ion remains 
on the preservation of natural values 
t h o u g h 'specia l ' cu l tura l va lues are 
recogn ized w h e n these are c o n 
tained within the exist ing landscape. 
An e x a m p l e w o u l d be Abor ig ina l 
a rchaeo log ica l si tes. The q u e s t i o n 
of t h e preservat ion a n d manage
ment of cul tura l and h is tor ic land
scapes a n d s i tes in Aust ra l ia is o n e 
that is l ikely to b e c o m e m o r e impor
tant in t h e fu ture . 

The final def in i t ion ( incorporated 
as i tem 2.2 in the AN PC constitut ion) 
is as fo l lows: 

2 . 2 ' N a t i o n a l Park ' d e f i n i t i o n : 

A National Park is a relatively 
large area set aside by legislation 
for the conservation of flora and 
fauna, the protection of scenic, land
scape, and special cultural values; 
permanently dedicated for these 
purposes and for education, inspir
ation, scientific research and public 
enjoyment, and managed so that its 
natural attributes are retained and 
restored. 

For the purpose of this constit
ution, the term nat ional park means 
any national park, state park, flora 
and fauna reserve, recreation res
erve, geological or archaeological 
reserve, wilderness or primitive 
area, or any lands or waters or 
submerged areas, however desig
nated, which are reserved or man
aged in the terms of the preceding 
definition. 

R e f e r e n c e s : 
C N P P A ( C o m m i s s i o n o n Na t iona l 

Parks a n d P r o t e c t e d Areas) 
1978 . Categories, Objectives 
and Criteria for Protected Areas. 
( IUNC, Morges , Swi tzer land) 

Lunney, D. and Recher, H.F., 1986 . 
'The l iving landscape: An Eco
logica l View of Nat ional Parks 
and Nature Reserves' in A Natural 
Legacy: Ecology in Australia Eds 
H.F. Recher. D. Lunney. I. D u n n 
(Pergamon, Sydney) , 2 n a Edit: 



Exploring Queensland's Central Highlands 
An Introduct ion to the National Parks of the Sandstone Belt 

for Experienced Walkers 
A u t h o r : C h a r l e s W a r n e r Book Review by Charles Hill 

The area covered by th is book is 
b o u n d e d by Duar inga-A lpha-Char -
levi l le and a point 100 km north of 
Mites The author s tates 

The Cent ra l H igh lands of 
Q u e e n s l a n d form a spec tacu la r 
ser ies of mounta ins , c l i f f l ines and 
gorges, suppor t i ng a w ide var iety of 
vege ta t ion f rom ra inforest to dry 
grass land, and a p lent i fu l wi ld l i fe. 
This great cont ras t to the rather 
fea tu re less su r round ings has 
a t t rac ted many of the more adven
tu rous tour is ts and bushwalkers , 
but the area is not wel l known. I 
hope in th is book to a rouse interest, 
to he lp peop le f ind the i r way to 
some of the more interest ing places 
and to a id their unders tand ing of 
what they discover. . . . Here and 
there a long the sands tone are 
severa l Nat iona l Parks and the 
Pa lmgrove Fauna Reserve. The 
Parks are the Salvator Rosa. Ka Ka 
Mund i , Buck land Table land, Moun t 
Moffat t . Carnarvon Gorge and the 
three M o o l a y e m b e r Sec t ions of the 
Carnarvon Nat ional Park, the Robin
son Gorge and the Isla Gorge Nat
ional Parks, and, to the nor th, the 
Blackdown Tableland National Park. 
There are proposa ls for more. 

To many sou therners , the Car
narvon Gorge is the best known of 
these p laces but it is shown by th is 
book to be a relat ively smal l part of 
the a t t rac t ions in the area. 

Char les Warner has under taken 
an impress ive amoun t of research 
and his book is a mine of useful 
in format ion. It is d iv ided into th ree 
main Parts and I br ief ly give the 
scope of. and some c o m m e n t s on, 
each Part. 

Part 1 L o c a t i o n C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
a n d H i s t o r y o f Area 

Covers rock types and genera l 
geo log ica l h istory; fo rmat ion of the 
d iamat ic scenery; weather, c l imat ic 
cont ro ls , cyc les and stat is t ics ; 
plants, animals, birds, etc; t h e a b o r -
iginal people, pre-history and history, 
social organisat ion, cu l ture and life

style; wh i te conques t and the black 
wars, se t t lement , man's ef fect on 
the env i ronment ; and hope for the 
future. The weather is g iven detai led 
t rea tment because rain and water 
are so important to the visitor; heavy 
rain rapidly renders most of the 
access roads impassable , even to 
four whee l dr ive veh ic les : on the 
o the r hand, water in c reeks , go rges 
and spr ings is necessary for the 
long d is tance walker. Plants, an im
als and b i rds are t rea ted br ief ly w i th 
no a t tempt at exhaust ive lists. 

Apart from the important weather, 
P a r t i seems des igned to give back
g round in format ion, in terest the 
though t fu l observer and wa lker and 
add value to a journey th rough the 
area. I th ink it does these th ings 
wel l . 

Par t 2 P r e p a r a t i o n 

The author wr i tes. 

In th is Part I descr ibe some of 
the cond i t i ons spec ia l to the Cen
tral H igh lands area, so that v is i tors 
f rom afar may know wha t gea r they 
need and wha t sort of p lans to 
make. The area has some hazards 
not found in many o ther bi ts of back 
coun t ry and w i lde rness ; I g ive a 
brief desc r ip t ion of these and how 
to c o p e w i th them. . . . The Cent ra l 
H igh lands area is one of the wor ld 's 
great rock art regions, t hough the 
art is perhaps not so d ramat ic as 
that found in some other places. 
For anyone w h o has not yet discov
ered the exc i tement of f ind ing these 
si tes, par t icu lar ly if you suspect 
that you may be the first to see 
them s ince the ar t is ts left them a 
hundred or pe rhaps a t housand 
years ago, I give a few h ints on how 
to look for t hem and what their 
s ign i f i cance might be. 

This Part covers in format ion 
about con tac t i ng Park off ices, 
permi ts and book ings ; maps and 
aer ial pho tographs ; bush dr iv ing, 
use of conven t iona l dr ive and four 
whee l dr ive veh ic les , spares, ext ra 
food and water ; size of wa lk ing 

party, wa lk ing cond i t ions , c l imbing, 
gorges, t racks and route f ind ing: 
camp ing ; water and where to f ind it, 
search and rescue : ne ighbou r i ng 
landho lders ; hazards, overhea t ing 
and dehydra t ion , hypo thermia , 
snakeb i te , l ightn ing str ike, s t ing ing 
tree, bushf i re and f l ooded creeks. 
The hazards may appear rather 
daun t ing but are d e s i g n e d in the 
book to encourage care and thought 
in p lann ing the equ ipmen t car r ied 
and care dur ing the walk. Thank 
goodness not all hazards d e s c e n t J 
on the one person at the one time™ 

The l ightn ing s t r ike p recau t ions 
have wide appl icat ion and are wor th 
repeat ing 

Get off peaks and r idges, avoid 
s teep s lopes; s tay out of smal l 
depress ions, a s l ight rise is bet ter ; a 
flat ledge or gen t le s lope away from 
a cliff face is best: keep away from 
overhangs or smal l caves; do not 
shel ter near iso lated t rees Make 
your point of contact wi th the ground 
as smal l and compac t as possib le. 
Sit or c rouch on an insulat ing object 
such as a rucksack (the frame should 
be on the g round , if metal). The 
members of a party shou ld be c lose 
together but not touch ing . 

Then fo l lows a sec t ion on A b o ^ 
iginal Art and Ar t i facts wh ich i ? 
most in te res t ing . The author wr i tes . 

The Cent ra l H igh lands form 
one of the r ichest rock art reg ions 
in Austral ia, i ndeed in the who le 
wor ld . There may be as many as 
10,000 si tes in the reg ion. .. It 
seems l ikely that the ex tens ive use 
of s tenc i l l ing and o ther b lown pig
ment t echn iques in the Centra l 
H igh lands was due to the techn ica l 
l im i ta t ions of the loca l sands tone . 
The f lu id p igment pene t ra tes the 
pores of the coarse rock so that if 
the surface granules erode the basic 
des ign is stil l clear. 

A page is added about pro tec t ion 
and repor t ing of s i tes f ound and 
also h ints on pho tog raph ing nat ive 
art. 



Boowinda Gorge, off main Gorge way up beyond Cathedral Rock Gallery. 
Looking upstream. 

Part 3 E x p l o r a t i o n 
This is t h e main part of t h e b o o k 

and gives detai ls of suggested walks 
and routes. The larger Parks are 
d iv ided in to s e c t o r s and in all there 
are e i g h t e e n sec t ions in th is part. 
Each Park has a geo log ica l map 
and each sec to r has a w a l k i n g 
s k e t c h map. Grid re ferences are 
used w h e n referr ing to the maps. 
Char les Warner c a u t i o n s aga inst 
re ly ing who l ly on these smal l maps 
as nav igat ion c a l l s f o r a l a r g e r s c a l e 
map w i th con tours a n d cl i f f l ines. 

Each s e c t i o n covers local sour
ces of in format ion , permits , road 
access , nearest shops, serv ice 
s ta t ions , petro l , tandforms, maps 
avai lable and the i r rel iabi l i ty, camp
ing, probabi l i ty of f ind ing water , 

pract ica l i t ies of wa lk ing , po in ts of 
interest and even on occas ions , t h e 
best t ime for photographs. However 
the prec ise route t a k e n by a wa lke r 
is left for carefu l navigat ion in t h e 
l ight of c i r c u m s t a n c e s f o u n d on t h e 
actua l day. Tracks d e v e l o p e d for 
tourists are not given much at tent ion 
a p a r t f r o m be ing inc luded on maps: 
the v iew is taken that t h e s e are 
adequa te ly ca te red for by ranger-
p r o d u c e d pamphlets . S o m e specia l 
a t t rac t ions in t h e tour is t c a t e g o r y 
are inc luded in po in ts of interest , 
but t h e basic a im of the b o o k is to 
interest and gu ide t h e b u s h w a l k e r 
in reward ing w a l k i n g c o u n t r y 
b e y o n d an ord inary tourist . 

O n e minor point I no ted is that in 
d iscuss ing access to Carnarvon 

G o r g e on page 68, the names of 
four proper t ies are used to de f ine 
routes; these names are not on 
maps in the book and I had to get a 
RACQ distr ic t map to f ind out . Of 
course the visi tor w o u l d need t h e s e 
RACQ maps to plan a t r ip in any 
case. 

G e n e r a l C o m m e n t s 
The b o o k is l iberal ly spr ink led 

w i th b lack a n d w h i t e p h o t o g r a p h s 
w h i c h add to its p resenta t ion , sub
ject to t h e loss of c lar i ty w h e n re
p r o d u c i n g those p h o t o g r a p h s w i th 
low cont ras t vege ta t ion . The b o o k 
is b o u n d w i th a semi-sof t cover, 
w e i g h s 3 2 0 grams a n d measures 
2 4 4 x 175 x 1 5 m m - t o o big for a 
pocket but wel l w o r t h inc lud ing in a 
rucksack! The r e c o m m e n d e d retai l 
pr ice is S13.95. 

The rev iewer spent e ight enjoy
able days w a l k i n g in t h e Carnarvon 
Gorge and B l a c k d o w n Tab le land 
areas in spr ing 1986. It w a s surpr is 
ing to me how many po in ts m a d e in 
the book I c o u l d fu l ly agree w i t h 
from my own exper ience, and I cou ld 
not f ind even one to dispute! I w o u l d 
have f o u n d the book most usefu l if I 
had had a copy at t h e pre-tr ip plann
ing stage, as wel l as w i th me on the 
trip. I w o u l d have spent longer there, 
less t ime on chas ing in format ion , 
and a d d e d to the interest and to the 
beaut i fu l p laces v is i ted . Even read
ing t h e book after the event was 
en joyab le and a n s w e r e d a few l in
g e r i n g quest ions . 

I r e c o m m e n d to m e m b e r s both 
t h e book and an adequate w a l k i n g 
visit to Q u e e n s l a n d Centra l High
lands. To ga in t h e most benef i t , t h e 
b o o k s h o u l d be s tud ied at the f irst 
pre- t r ip p lann ing stage. I cons ider 
the m e m b e r w h o in tends only to 
walk on made t racks and in t h e s ide 
g o r g e s and on t o p s access ib le f rom 
t racks w o u l d a lso f ind the b o o k 
w o r t h reading. 



Humbuggers Inc. 
David Ramey 

A let ter pub l i shed in the D e c e m b e r 
1987 Bu l le t in u rged m e m b e r s to 
share their bush- rang ing (sic) 
expe r i ences by wr i t i ng repor ts on 
the i r tr ips. 

Rather than prov id ing a blow-by-
blow accoun t of any one walk our 
smal l g roup has done, th is ar t ic le 
wi l l g ive what may be a s l ight ly 
d i f ferent app roach to o rgan is ing 
walks. It is a lso a ra ther persona l 
s ta temen t of observa t ions , prefer
ences and at t i tudes w h i c h w e hope 
wi l l not be h u m b u g to al l , w i th some 
readers at least f ind ing s o m e t h i n g 
in teres t ing or usefu l about gear, a 
des t ina t ion , a rou te - or just a 'why ' 
to it all. 

There are six Humbugge rs . W e 
make up a loosely connec ted g roup 
hav ing its or ig ins in a wa lk f rom 
Smokers Gap to Cor in Dam via 
Bogong Cave, Bil ly Bil ly Rocks, the 
1 4 0 9 m hill and its spur down to 
Wh i te Sands Creek. Three of the 
four on that f irst walk con t i nued 
and were soon jo ined by three 
f r iends. Our name H u m b u g g e r s 
comes f rom the first le t ter of our 
su rnames i.e. H M M B G R . This is not 
inappropr ia te , because it's plain 
humbug , most wou ld regard us as a 
bunch of o ld buggers , and we tend 
to hum af ter be ing in the bush 
awhi le . 

We've been wa lk ing as a g roup 
now for a lmost f ive years, and aver
age perhaps five or six wa lks a year 
- most ly day walks , but wi th at least 
one overn igh t or longer tr ip. 

I'm not sure whe the r the success 
of the a r rangemen t is due to any 
int r ins ic meri t in an ent i re ly ad hoc 
app roach , or w h e t h e r as a g roup w e 
just happen to get on wel l . It's prob
ably both and w e all agree that 
H u m b u g g e r s Inc. has been more 
than wor thwh i le . A camarader ie 
born ot sha red hardships, t r iumphs , 
campf i res and moun ta in tops has 
deve loped a longs ide an inter
d e p e n d e n c e wh ich a c k n o w l e d g e s 
the relat ive s t rengths and apt i tudes 
of all 

A smal l cohes ive g roup of people 
w h o know each o ther 's bush habi ts 
wel l also has o ther advantages . 

Perhaps most obv ious is that a 
smal l g r o u p is less obv ious - less 
no ise means more an imals as wel l 

"Fortress" Rock, McKeahnie Ridge. 

as persona l peace and quiet. Wi th a 
smal l group, varying walk ing speeds 
are also a lesser p rob lem. After half 
an hour 's hard wa lk ing w e are sel
dom more than 2 0 m apart. Another 
advan tage - more po ten t ia l for us 
than real - is that a c lose ly knit 
smal l g roup can save we igh t by 
shar ing food, cook ing gear and 
i tems such as f irst aid kits. Task 
shar ing a lso fa l ls in to p lace and 
becomes fair ly automat ic ; ga ther ing 
wood , ge t t i ng water , p i tch ing ten ts 
and l ight ing fires, each has its 
devo tees o r - as in the case of f i res, 
wh ich I have been known to kill -
persona non grata. 

W e d e c i d e w h e r e w e are g o i n g in 
a most arb i t rary fash ion. S o m e o n e 
wi l l fee l the depr iva t ion that ci ty-
dwel l ing bush- lovers k n o w o n l y t o o 
wel l , reach for a map or a memory, 
dec ide on a route and r ing a round 
for a quorum. This is genera l ly three, 
a l t hough a q u o r u m of o n e has seen 
us var iously breakfas t ing on top of 
S tockyard Spur on Box ing Day. 
lunch ing above Nor th Arm Creek 
near Camel Trig in rain and mist, or 
ly ing in the sun in the snow a long 
S tockyard Spur f ire trai l 

The or ig ina tor ' s p lan may we l l be 
var ied w h e n s o m e o n e says some
th ing l ike 'Why not d rop d o w n to x 
ins tead of con tou r i ng around? That 

wou ld sti l l get us to y and we 'd have 
been to z l ike w e p lanned 2 years 
ago.' 

This process of concensus route-
p lann ing once took us f rom Conn 
Dam up to S tockyard Spur, a long 
the f ire trai l and across S tockyard 
Creek to the Arbore tum, th rough 
C h e y e n e a n d Morass Flats, east to 
the- fa l ls at 6 3 8 6 6 6 on S tockyard 
Creek, then back up the Spur and 
down to the Dam. Not easy, but an 
abso lu te ly marve l lous day walk. 

A s imple walk is f rom Smokers 
Fire Trail Car Park to a lookout wi th 
v iews of B imber i and Gingera and 
then a long Blue G u m Creek. It's a 
t r e m e n d o u s in t roduc to ry wa lk wi th 
a mix ture of f i re trai l , good bush, 
rock c lumps, clearings, c reek banks, 
a smal l hard uphi l l , a smal l c l u m p of 
Me la leuca th icket , and a mighty 
s tand of Moun ta in Ash. 

The longest wa lk we 've done is 
nine days f rom Orroral to Schl ink 
Pass. This was i n tended to have 
been th rough to M u r r a y  g a t e s s b u t a 
po isoned foot forced us to Munyang 
in sp i te of two recupera t ive days at 
the Schl ink Hi l ton. 

If anyone is in te res ted in deta i ls 
of any of these walks , fee l f ree to 
ring me at home on 31 801 7. 

Af ter f ive years I hope we are 
do ing th ings a bit bet ter than when 



30 Apri l - Saturday Walk (A) 
Horse Gully Hut Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Stephen Forst 51 6817 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0830. After a long drive this 
is a pleasant river valley walk along the Naas River to 
Horse Gully Hut for lunch. 15 km walk and 140 km drive. 

I M a y - S u n d a y Walk (B) 
Caloola Farm/Brandy Flat Hut Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Dlanne Thompson 88 6084 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops at 0830 for a 16 km walk from 
Caloola Farm on track following the creek uphill to Brandy 
Flat Hut. 80 km drive ($4). 

8 May - Sunday Walk (B/C) 
Mt Booth Ref: Mlchelago 1:25 000 
Leader: Frank Clements 31 7005 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops at 0830 for a 15 km walk to 
Mt Booth with a steep 700 metre climb and some thick 
scrub but views from the top. 110 km drive ($5.50). 

I I May - Wednesday Walk (A) 
Mt Rogers Ref: Canberra Street Map 
Leaders: Sheila Kruse48 6104, Ken Johnson 48 5979 
Meet: Top of Jacob Place, Flynn at 1000. Car parking in 
Jacob Place. A pleasant easy walk on a formed track to the 
summit. Good views of the surrounding urban and rural 
country and distant hills. 

14 /15 M a y - P a c k Walk (4) Mt Burbidge 
 (715460) 

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000, Yaouk 1:25 000 
Leader: Phil ip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk in 
Namadgi National Park. A 700 metre ascent via Bogong 
Creek and Bogong Gap. Return via Rotten Swamp and 
Middle Creek 100 km drive ($5). 

22 May - Sunday Walk (C) 
Coronet Peak 
Ref: Corln Dam 1:25 000, RendezvousCreekl :25 000 
Leader: Garth Abercrombie 81 4907 
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 0700. A walk mostly on 
tracks trom the Orroral Valley, with a 200 metre climb 
through the scrub to the summit. 120 km drive. 

28 /29 May - Pack Walk (1 /2) 
Mt Clear Ref: Col inton 1:25 000 
Leader: Gary Thompson 88 6084 
Contact leader early for this 28 km walk with a 600 metre 
climb, mostly on tracks. 150 km drive (S7.50). 

29 May - Sunday Walk (C) 
Booroomba Rocks/Emu Flat Area 

Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader: Phil ip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Thursday. A partly exploratory walk that 
may involve rock scrambling and some steep climbs. 100 
km drive. Not for beginners. 

Aims and Objects of the Association 
Promotion of national parks and of measures for the 
protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural 
features In the Australian Capital Territory and else
where, and the reservation of specific areas. 

Interest In the provision of appropriate outdoor re
creation areas. 
Stimulation of Interest in, and appreciation and enjoy
ment of, such natural phenomena by organised Held 
outings, meetings or any other means. 
Co-operation with organisations and persons having 
similar interests and objectives. 
Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation, 
and the planning of land-use to achieve conservation. 

POINTS TO NOTE 

N e w f a c e s t o l ead , n e w p l a c e s t o g o 1 
P lease h e l p t o k e e p o u r O u t i n g s P r o g r a m al ive by v o l u n t e e r i n g 
t o l ead a wa lk occas iona l l y . 
C o n t a c t W a l k s C o n v e n o r Ian H a y n e s o n 51 4 7 6 2 (h). 

A l l p e r s o n s j o i n i n g an o u t i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n 
of the A.C.T. d o so as v o l u n t e e r s In all r e s p e c t s a n d as s u c h 
a c c e p t s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for any in ju ry h o w s o e v e r i n c u r r e d 
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e A.C.T., i ts o f f i c e 
b e a r e r s a n d a p p o i n t e d leaders are a b s o l v e d f r o m a n y l iab i l i ty in 
r e s p e c t of a n y in jury or d a m a g e s u f f e r e d wh i ls t e n g a g e d in a n y 
s u c h o u t i n g . 

The C o m m i t t e e s u g g e s t s a d o n a t i o n of F I V E c e n t s per k i l o m e t r e 
( c a l c u l a t i o n t o nearest dol lar) be o f f e r e d to t h e dr iver by e a c h 
p a s s e n g e r a c c e p t i n g t r a n s p o r t Drive and w a l k d l s t a n c e s q u o t e d 
in t h e P r o g r a m are fo r a p p r o x i m a t e re tu rn Journeys. 

OUTINGS PROGRAM 

March - May 1988 

O U T I N G S G U I D E 
Day W a l k s - Carry l u n c h , d r i n k s & p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g 
P a c k W a l k s - T w o or m o r e days , c a r r y a l l f o o d a n d c a m p i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . C O N T A C T L E A D E R BY W E D N E S D A Y . 
Car Camps - O f t e n l i m l l e d o m o fac i l i t i es . V e h i c l e s t a k e n t o s l t e c a n 

b o u s e d for c a m p i n g . B O O K W I T H L E A D E R EARLY. 
O t h e r ac t iv i t i es i n c l u d e N a t u r e Rambles , F ie ld G u i d e S t u d i e s , S k i 
Tours . S n o w Craf ts , T r e e M a i n t e n a n c e a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s . 

DAY W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
A U p t o 1 5 k m , m a i n l y o n t r a c k s or f o r e s t roads , re la t i ve ly t la t t e r r a i n 

or s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s o p e n b u s h l a n d . 
B Up t o 2 0 k m , ma in ly o n t r a c k s or s h o r t e r w a l k s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s 

o p e n b u s h . 
C As f o r 'B ' m a y i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r r a i n , i.e. h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g or s c r a m b l i n g or s t e e p te r ra in . 
D Up t o 3 0 k m , re la t ive ly easy t e r r a i n or l e s s o v e r t r a c k l e s s o r s t e e p 

te r ra in . 

P A C K W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
1 Up to 1 4 km a d a y over re la t ive ly easy te r ra in . 
2 Up to 2 0 km a day, m a y invo lve l o n g a s c e n t s 
3 As fo r '2 ' m a y I n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r r a i n , ie , h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g or s c r a m b l i n g . 
4 S t r e n u o u s l o n g d i s t a n c e o r m u c h s t e e p c l i m b i n g or very d i f f i c u l t 

t e r ra in . 
5 E x p l o r a t o r y in an area u n f a m i l i a r t o t h e leader . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n wi l l b e c o n t a i n e d in t h e a c t u a l w a l k s p r o g r a m . If 
n e c e s s a r y c o n t a c t leader. 



5/6 March - Car Camp 
Mystery Bay Ref: Narooma 1:1 00 000 
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 46 2167 
C o n l a c l l e a d e i e a r l y t o i d e t a i l s o1 t h i s c a i c a m p A n e a s y 
w e e k e n d o n s c e n i c c o a s t l i n e c a m p i n g in a c o u n u l c a m p i n g 
a r e a T h i s a r e a h a s n o f a c i l i t i e s o t h e r l h a n p i t t o i l e t s $ 5 p e i 
n i g h t . 4 4 0 k m d r i v e 

6 March - Sunday Walk (A/B) 
Cor in Road Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Peter Ormay 51 2428 
M e e l C o n n D a m t u r n o f t o n T i d b i n b i l l a R d a t I 0 0 0 fo r a 3 
k m w a l k t o e x a m i n e t h e o n l y s i t e o t Eucalyptus sieben 
" C o a s t A s h " in t h e A C T p l u s o t h e r p l a n t s a n d b i r d w a t c h i n g 
A n a s c e n t o t 2 7 0 m e t r e s , d e s c e n r o t 6 0 m e t r e s a n a r e t u r n 
8 0 k m d r i v e 

6 March - Sunday Walk (C) 
Booth Range and Dry Creek 

Ref: Michelago 1:25 000. Col inton 1:25 000 
Leader: Jack Smart 4 8 8 1 7 1 
M e e t - K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 8 0 0 W a l k I r o m B r a n d y F l a t 
F i r e T r a i l t o B o o t h H i l l , f o l l o w s o u t h e r l y r i d g e t o f r o s t v a l l e y 
a n d t o D r y C r e e k A 1 6 k m w a l k o n a c i r c u l a r r o u t e , s o m e 
t h i c k s c r u b a n d s c r e e s l o p e s C l i m b o l 7 0 0 m e t r e s . 1 2 0 k m 
d r i v e ( $ 6 ) . 

8 March - Tuesday Walk (A/B) 
Kambah Pool to Red Rocks Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
M e e t : K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 9 3 0 . W a l k u p s t r e a m o n 
t r a c k w i t h s o m e s a n d y p a t c h e s a n d r o c k s , f r o m K a m b a n 
P o o l t o s t e e p i s h r o c k w a l l o n M u r r u m b i d g e e B r i n g s w i m m 
i n g g e a r . 5 k m d r i v e a n d 5 k m w a l k . 

1 2 March - Saturday Walk (B) 
G u d g e n b y Creek Area Ref: Michelago 1 :25 000 
Leader: Graham Guttr idge 31 4330 
M e e t K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s a t 0 8 3 0 t o r a w a l k m t h e 
G u d g e n b y C r e e k a r e a w i t h 8 0 p e r c e n t of t h e w a l k m b u s h 
A 3 0 0 m e t r e a s c e n t a n r j d e s c e n t a n d 1 0 0 k m d r i v e i $ 5 i 

19 /20 /21 March - Car Camp 
Burra Creek /Hume and Hovell Track 
Leader: Phil Bubb 81 4929 
C o n t a c t l e a d e r e a r l y f o r d e t a i l s of t h i s c a r c a m p n ^ a r 
T u m b a r u m b a . w i t h w a l k s a l o n g | h e H u m e a n d H o v e l l 
T r a c k . 

26 March - Saturday Walk (A) 
M u r r u m b i d g e e River Ref: Br indabel la 1.100 000 
Leader: John Perry 47 9529 
M e e t ' C o t t e r R o a d / E u c u m b e n e D r i v e 0 8 3 0 A n e a s y ^'-alk 
w i t h a m i l d g e o l o g i c a l f l a v o u r a l o n g t h e l e f i h a n d b a n k o l 
t h e r i v e r I r o m W e s t Y e u m b u r r a " t o " G l e n b o w e r " ( i n v o l v e s 
a c a r s h u f f l e ) L o o k a t f o s s i l i f e r o u s l i m e s t o n e n e a r G l e n 
b o w e r " . T h e r e w i l l a l s o b e a s t o p a l o n g t h e M o u n t a i n C r e e k 
r o a d t o s e e s p e c t a c u l a r f o l d i n g >n l i m e s t o n e . 

27 March - Sunday Walk (B/C) 
Mt Gingera Ref: Corin Dam 1:25 000 
Leader. Dugald Monro 31 8776 
M e e t : C o t t e r R o a d / E u c u m b e n e D r i v e a t 0 8 0 0 t o r a w a l k m 
t h e M t G i n g e r a a r e a , b o t h o n t r a c k s a n d t h r o u g h s c r u b 
300 m e t r e c l i m b a n d 1 2 k m w a l k 1 2 0 k m d r i v e ( $ 6 ) . 

HERITAGE WEEK WALKS 1 7-24 APRIL 1 988 

1/2/3/4 April - Pack Walk 
Yaouk Valley/Mt Scabby Refs: Yaouk 1:25 000 

Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Reg Alder 54 2240 
C o n t a c l l e a d e r b y W e d n e s d a y . T h e w a l k f o l l o w s b o t h i n * 
r o u t e of a n d p a r t s o t a n e a r l y t r a c k f r o m G u d g e n b y o v e r t o 
N a a s C r e e k a n d o n t o S a m s C r e e k , w h e r e it d e b o u c h e s 
m i o t h e Y a o u k V a l l e y M t S c a b b y is t h e n s k i r t e d a n c 
c l i m b e d o n a f i r e t r a i l f r o m R o w l e y ' s H u t T h e w a l k t h e r 
c o n t i n u e s t o S a m s C r e e k a n d t h e n o n t o N a a s C r e e l -
w h e r e t h e e a i i t e r r o u t e i s f o l l o w e d b a c k t o G u d g e n b y . A 4£ 
k m w a l k t h r o u g h o p e n f o r e s t , o n t r a c k s a n d t i r e t r a i l s Da i l y 
d i s t a n c e s of 1 2 . 1 2 . 1 0 . 1 2 Urns a n d c l i m b s o l 4 5 0 . 7 0 . 5 6 C 
a n d 2 0 0 m e t r e s 1 0 0 k m d r i v e f S 5 ) . 

9 April - Saturday Walk (A/C) 
Googong Reservoir/Hell Hole 

Ref: Hoskinstown 1:25 000 
Leader. Peter Roe 91 9535 
M e e t W o o l w o r t h s C a r P a r k O u e a n b e y a n at 0 8 3 0 t o ' ' h i s 
w a l k w i t h p a n o r a m i c v i e w s of C a n b e r r a . O u e a n b e y a n a n d 
G o o g o n g . I h e n c o n t i n u i n g d o w n a d e e p c u t t i n g i n t o H e l l 
H o l e o n B r a d l e y ? C r e e k A 14 k m w a l k a n d 2 5 k m d r i v e 

14 April - Thursday Weekday Walk (A) 
Dairy Farmers Hi l l /Stromlo Forest 

Ref: ACT 1.100 000 
Leader: Robert Cruttwell 81 3100 
M e e t ' C a r p a r k o n n o r t h s i d e of S c r i v e n e r D a m a t 1 0 0 0 lo r a 
6 k m w a i k o n e a s y f o r e s t H a c k t o a g o o d l o o k o u l p o i n t 

17 April - Sunday Walk (C) 
Mt Orroral Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Neville Esau 86 41 76 
M e e t K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s a t 0 8 0 0 ' o r a t o k m w a l k d o m 
t h e O r r o r a l V a l l e y t o M t O r r o r a l w i t h v i e w s o v e r t h e 
n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n of N a m a d g i N a t i o n a l P a r k A 7 6 0 m e t r e 
c l i m b a n d 1 1 0 k m d r i v e ( $ 5 . 5 0 ) 

1 7 April - Sunday "Open Day' Walk (A/B) 
Yerrabi Track Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leaders: Reg Alder 54 2240, Charles Hill 95 8924 
A s e l f - d r i v e v i s i t t o t h e t r a c k c o n s t r u c t e d b y m e m b e r s of 
t h e N P A . T h e t r a c k s t a r t s 9 k m a f t e r t h e b i t u m e n e n d s o n 
t h e B o b o y a n ( A d a m i n a b y ) R o a d a n d i s s i g n p o s t e d F r o m 
h e r e a w a l k of 5 k m ( r o u n d t u p ) o n a w e l l g r a d e d t r a c k w i l h 
a 1 5 0 m e t r e c l i m b b r i n g s y o u t o a p o m l o f f e r i n g v i e w s o l 
s p e c t a c u l a r a n d p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e s o t N a m a d g i A r r i v e a l 
t h e t r a c k a n y t i m e f r o m 1 0 . 3 0 a m o n w a r d s b u t n o i a l e r t h a n 
2 3 0 p m 1 5 0 k m d r i v e . 

20 April - Wednesday Walk (A) 
Gilbraltar Peak Ref: Tidbinbi l la 1:25 000 
Leader: Shirley Lewis 95 2720 
M e e t a t T i d b i n b i l l a N a t u r e R e s e r v e v i s i t o r c e n t r e 1 0 0 0 
I n v o l v e s a b n e f v i s i t t o t h e V i s i t o r C e n t r e a n d s h o r t w a l k 
r o u n d i h e a d j o i n i n g T u r k e y T r a i l . A f t e r w a r d s a w a l k u p a 
f i r e t r a i l w i t h a f e w s h o r t s t e e p g r a d e s t o t h e s p e c t a c u l a r 
r o c k l o r m a t i o n s o n G i l b r a l t a r P e a k . S o m e o p t i o n a l r o c k -
s c r a m b l i n g i n v o l v e d B r i n g a p a c k e d l u n c h T o t a l w a l k i n g 
d i s t a n c e 6 - 7 k m . 9 0 k m d r i v e 

23 April - Saturday Walk (A) 
Rendezvous Creek Aboriginal Paintings 

Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25 000 
Leader: Beverley Hammond 88 6577 
M e e ' a l K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 8 3 0 . A w a l k in c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h t h e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of w h i c h 
w i l l b e p r e s e n t t o i n t e r p r e t a n d d i s c u s s t h e A b o r i g i n a l 
R o c k A r t o n t h e s i t e . A 12 k m w a l k a c r o s s o p e n p a d d o c k s 
t o t h e p a m t i n g s a b o v e R e n d e z v o u s C r e e k . 9 0 k m d r i v e 

24 April - Sunday Walk 
Brayshaws Hut (Historic Walk) 

Ref: Yaouk 1:25 000, Shannons Flat 1:25 000 
Leader: Andrew Lyne (KHA) 67 1834 
Note: For experienced walkers only. 
M e e t . B r a y s h a w s H u t o n r i g h t o f t h e B o b o y a n R o a d just 
b e f o r e G r a s s y C r e e k 0 9 0 0 T h i s w a l k is p l a n n e d b y t h e 
K o s c i u s k o H u t s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d w i l l b e j o i n t l y l e d b y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e K H A a n d N P A . A 1 9 k m w a l k w h i c h 
t a k e s m W e s t e r m a n s H u t , L o n e P i n e H o m e s t e a d ,  B o b o y a n  H o m e s t e a d
 r u m e t c . K H A m e m b e r s w i l l d i s c u s s t h e h i s t o r i c 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of s i t e s v i s i t e d . 1 6 0 k m d r i v e . 

24 Apri l - Sunday Histor ic Walk (A) 
Ref: Yaouk 1:25,000, Shannons Flat 1:25 000 

Leader: To be advised 
M e e t . K a m b a h V i l l a g e S h o p s 0 9 0 0 T h i s is a s h o r t e r 
v a r i a t i o n of t h e B r a y s h a w H u t w a l k (1 2 k m ) c o m m e n c i n g a t 
t h e i u n c t i o n of t h e B o d o y a n / O l d B o b o y a n R o a d a n d t a k i n g 
in a h u t a n d y a r d s m t n e N a a s C r e e k a r e a . B o b o y a n 
H o m e s t e a d r u i n , s i t e o t J a m e s B r a y s h a w ' s h o u s e e t c . 1 3 5 
k m d r i v e 

F o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s of b o t h w a l k s c o n t a c t l e a d e r o r G l y n 
L e w i s 9 5 2 7 2 0 . 



w e star ted . W e have p i c k e d up 
th ings in d i f fe rent ways: s o m e t h i n g 
read, perhaps s o m e t h i n g sugges ted 
in a shop , s o m e t h i n g g a i n e d f r o m 
exper ience . L ike the earl ier sugg
est ion for t r ip reports , i w o u l d l ike to 
see m e m b e r s share a r o u n d thei r 
exper ience and t ips. Perhaps this 
c o u l d be a regular fea ture in t h e 
Bul let in . At t h e r isk of los ing t h e few 
readers st i l l w i t h me, but in t h e 
hope t h e y are e n c o u r a g e d to c o n 
fess thei r t reasures , I wi l l c o n c l u d e 
wi th a random a s s o r t m e n t of bush 
t r i v i a 

Gear 
. A ten t f ly and a bivvy bag is 
l ighter, roomier and more versat i le 
than a tent . A s e c o n d z ippered bel l 
can be a d d e d to t h e e n t r a n c e of an 
ordinary e l -cheapo t e n t f ly t o make 
it more s tab le in w inds . Your s leep
ing bag can stay in t h e bivvy bag 
and won ' t get w e t w h e n wa lk ing . 

. A cheap l ight-weight wa lk ing boot 
{ C a r i b e e - a K T 2 6 look-a l ike w i th a 
t h i c k e r but less s tab le sole) can be 
'waterproofed ' by a t tach ing one 
p iece of Velcro t o t h e boot and t h e 
other to a su i tab ly s ized p iece of 
Goretex. Such an a r rangement 
s tayed in p lace b e t w e e n Orroral 
and Schl ink Pass and kept t h e fee t 
relat ively dry up Jagunga l f rom 
O'Keefes in rain. Appearances can 
be a prob lem as one resembles a 
Yeti in drag. 

. A l o n g - h a n d l e d w o o d e n s p o o n 
w i th t h e po int sawn off flat is usefu l 
for get t ing into the corners of sauce
pans and k e e p i n g f ingers away 
f rom t h e f lames. Carry it s t o r e d in 
the centre of your rolled up underlay. 
. A t e n n i s h e a d band w i th a smal l 
to rch s tuck in a n d su i tab ly a l igned 
m a k e s night ea t ing less a mystery. 

Food 
. T h e tas te and quant i ty of f reeze-
dr ied packe ts can be e n h a n c e d 
w i th lent i ls or rice (red and w h i t e 
respect ive ly c o o k more qu ick ly 
than brown), dr ied peas or Deb 
dr ied mashed potato. Prawn powder 
is not r e c o m m e n d e d un less you 
take a garbage d isposa l unit . 
. If us ing rice, half c o o k an extra 
q u a n t i t y and add s o m e dr ied apric
ots for t h e rest of t h e c o o k i n g . 
T o p p e d w i th Instant Custa rd (small 
packe ts are avai lable at s o m e 
supermarke ts , e n o u g h for t w o or 
three, and merely add boi l ing water) 
- it 's a lmost a la carte . 

. Mix ing p o w d e r e d milk w i th cereal 
pr ior to leaving saves we ight . (But 
be sure t h e c a m p si te is not dry!) 

Bush Manners 
In f ive years w e have a c c u m 

ula ted an amaz ing array of 'col lect 
ibles' in t h e most unl ike ly places. A 
so l id ly rusted p o c k e t kni fe near 
Lake George; a s s o r t e d c a n s at 

B o g o n g Cave, Gingera , G u d g e n b y , 
and t h e very source of t h e Cotter; 
sun g lasses at 7 2 3 6 8 2 ; b r o k e n 
sung lasses and c o m p a s s at 
7 7 1 6 4 4 ; a sp ider b rush at 7 0 8 6 8 6 ; 
a w a t e r bot t le at 7 0 2 6 8 0 ; an o l d 
pickle bot t le at 7 2 5 6 6 0 ; a balaclava 
at 8 0 5 6 2 8 ; a c o m p r e s s i o n band at 
7 2 5 3 8 3 ; c a p s at 7 8 0 6 5 2 a n d 
7 4 8 5 3 5 ; a japara j acke t in t h e bush 
in Tidbinbil la; a golf ball near Schl ink 
Pass; t w o pairs of pant ies a n d a 
Gang Gang in a g u m tree. 

The po int of th is is tha t g iven t h e 
r e m o t e n e s s of most of the ' f inds' , 
t h e bush is obviously b e c o m i n g 
l i t tered. It's now easy to fi l l a j acke t 
p o c k e t w i t h t h e paper chase a long 
S m o k e r s Fire Trail. Do w e t h i n k of 
car ry ing out the rubb ish of o t h e r s -
at least t h e less personal i tems? 

On o n e t r i p t o Kelly, w e f o u n d t h e 
log book s w i m m i n g in its c o n t a i n e r 
- s o m e thought fu l s o u l hadn' t 
rep laced the l id. Di t to Gingera . 

Also w i th f i rep laces . Fires are 
p roh ib i ted in the Cot te r c a t c h m e n t 
and are o f ten unnecessary in o t h e r 
places. Try to f ind an ex is t ing f i re
p lace t o use. Camps i tes l i t te red 
wi th f i rep laces are not a t t ract ive . 
(See Booroomba. ) 

Safety 
. W h y g o out in high s u m m e r ? The 
go ing is genera l ly t o o hot to be 
p leasant and t h e w o o d e d areas are 
very d a n g e r o u s if t h e r e is a f i re. 

Namadgi behind Rotten Swamp. 
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(Check out the rocks and what 's left 
of the t rees on part of Yankee Hat). 

. It hardly needs say ing, but don' t 
ven tu re for th w i thou t a map. com
pass and the abi l i ty to use them. 
(The 1:25,000 maps are excel lent , 
a l t hough not w i thou t occas iona l 
er rors e.g. the Sams Creek f ire trai l 
pe te rs out long be lo re Rot ten 
S w a m p and does not cross the 
c reek at 435696 . ) 

. If there is no off ic ial log book at 
the depar tu re point, leave a mess
age in someth ing l ike a f i lm can is ter 
under the w indsc reen w iper of the 
car. men t ion ing the size of party, 
des t ina t ion , route, depar tu re and 
es t ima ted return t imes, and a con
tact phone number. The rangers 
wil l apprec ia te , it. a l t hough one 
hopes it wi l l never need to be used. 

. Make sure the party has a g o o d 
first aid kit wh i ch inc ludes a b road 
bandage in case of snake bite. 
Most unl l ikely, as snakes wi l l shift 
before you see them - excep t per-
h a p s i n t h e e a r l y morn ings of spr ing 
and au tumn w h e n they are co ld and 
s luggish, but stil l about . 

. Don't t rust p igs - and if there are 
young ones avoid ge t t i ng be tween 
the genera t ions . Hav ing seen a big 
black pig eat ing a dead horse, w e 
wou ldn ' t l ike to be in jured and 
a lone above Smokers . 

Smoker's Riddles 
O. How does a brumby kill an 

"endangered ' plant1? 
A. After 100 years, rather unsucc

essful ly. 

Q. How does an ' endangered ' plant 
kill a b r u m b y 9 

A By us ing a botanis t w i th a gun . 

Early Books 
. A Journey irom Sydney to the 
Australian Alps 1834. 
John L hot sky's rather fanci fu l 
accoun t con ta ins an in teres t ing 
descr ip t ion of the view from Mt 
Pleasant ( then ca l led Cot tage Hill). 
'From this point an ex tens ive view 
over the h igher parts of the mount
a ins is af forded, possess ing a more 
dec ided ly A lp ine charac ter is t ic . . . 
These moun ta ins wi th their long 
p ro t rac ted , but wel l de f ined and 
marked summi ts , rem inded me of 
several such scenes wh ich I saw in 
the Alps of Tyrol. ' (Could th is be 
Came l Peak?) 

. J o h n Gale 's accoun t Brindabella 
of an 1 8 7 5 t r i p i n t o t h e a r e a inc ludes 
some turn-o f - the-century lyr ic ism 

about Gin in i Falls. 'This sub l ime 
and awfu l s c e n e requ i red but a 
co r respond ing vo lume of water to 
make it, if it does not already, des
erve to rank amongs t the most 
famous fal ls in the wor ld. ' 
. Lovers of the Cot ter may en joy 
look ing up an ar t ic le on the val ley in 
the Canberra Times of 20 February 
1 9 3 1 . Before Cor in and Bendora 
were cons t ruc ted , the land now 
benea th them was desc r ibed as 
'g loomy, n igh tmare count ry , the 
hil ls r is ing a lmost ver t ica l ly f rom 
the river, w i th very l i t t le an imal life, 
and because of t he mounta ins , only 
a shor t per iod of sun l igh t each day'. 
. Final ly a gem of a book. Hiking 
from early Canberra by Cla Al len, 
wi th ass is tance f rom o ther h ikers. 
Pr ivately pub l i shed by the author in 
1977, it draws on the memor ies 
personal no tes and pho tog raphs ol 
'about 5 0 young ish peop le all keen 
on the idea of h ik ing in 'o the moun
ta ins near Canberra ' in the early 
th i r t ies. My favour i te , a m o n g many, 
is th i s ent ry : 
Apri l 2 - 6 . |1931] Tom's Mt. B imber i 
C l imb 
2nd. Tom G. cyc led to Tharwa and 
c a m p e d under the br idge. 

5 th . Left the b ike and c a m p gear. 
[Near Orroral homestead ] Wa lked 
to the Cot ter H o m e s t e a d via Cot ter 
Gap, c l imbed Mt. B imber i and down 
again, then re tu rned to c a m p - a 
very s tout one day effort. 
Sth. Rode back to Canberra. 

Fifty seven years later Tom 
Greaves ' s igna tu re and the date 
can sti l l be c lear ly seen on the 
ear l iest of the th ree tr ig markers on 
Bimber i , a long wi th those of many 
earl ier walkers. I doubt that few 
before or s ince have put in a s touter 
one-day ef for t ' 

Why? 
If you' re stil l reading, you a l ready 

k n o w t h e why of the bush. Everyone 
has the i r own 'why' if not more than 
one. 

My own favour i te harks back to 
the Gang Gang in a gum tree. 

Look ing f rom my of f ice w i n d o w 
towards Domain , I'm sure I can see 
on the sky l ine the exact t ree 
benea th wh ich I once sat for for ty 
m inu tes and shared lunch wi th a 
Gang Gang having his gum nuts 
barely ten feet above me. If I look 
real ly c lose I some t imes even th ink 
I can see the bird itself, st i l l t he re 
crack ing nuts. And that beats what 's 
happening on my side of the window. 

OBITUARIES 
John Payne 

Betty Campbell & Julie Henry 

We are sad to adv ise the death of 
John Payne on 14 January 1988. 

Members wil l r emember John 
for his amiab le and suppor t i ve 
company on so many NPA occas
ions, for his love and en thus iasm for 
b i rd-watch ing and bushwalk ing , for 
his p leasure in w i ld f lowers and 
nat ive plants, for his respect f o r t h e 
env i ronment - and not least, as a 
ta len ted and sens i t ive photo
grapher of all of these. 

John was a regular proof - reader 
for this Bul let in. 

We e x t e n d our s incere sympa thy 
to Judy and Alex and Andrew. 

CW (Cla) Allen 
Neville Esau 

NPA members wil l be saddened to 
hear of the dea th recent ly of Cla 
Al len. Rose and Cla are long- t ime 
NPA members , and if wa lk ing activ
it ies had dec reased in recent years, 
we were sti l l de l i gh ted to meet 
t hem at NPA meet ings and barbe-
ques. 

O lder members may remember 
the pub l ica t ion (in 1977) of Cla's 
fasc ina t ing accoun ts of wa lk ing in 
the Canber ra area in the 1930's. 
Hiking Irom early Canberra', as 
Cla's book was ent i t led , fo rms an 
in teres t ing and va luable documen t , 
desc r ib ing (as it does so well), not 
only of the exp lo i ts of the gal lant 
g roups of p ioneer walkers, but 
con ta in ing also the genes is of that 
conce rn for the local natura l envir
onmen t wh ich was to lead to the 
fo rmat ion of the NPA years later. 

As a t r ibute to Cla may I quo te his 
own ded ica t i on f rom the cover of 
Hiking from early Canberra, wh i ch 
remains as t rue now as it d id in 
1 9 3 1 , "... to c o m e m o r a t e the 
d iscovery by ord inary Canber ra 
peop le that they had their own 
mounta ins and val leys in wh ich lo 
roam'. 



Letters to the Editor 
How Well is Namadgi Protected? 

A n d y Turner and Ian Garven's 
response (Bul le t in D e c e m b e r 87) 
to my article on the lack of protect ion 
in t h e Nature Conservat ion Ord in 
ance for Namadgi as c o m p a r e d to 
that of t h e Nat ional Parks and Wi ld
life Conserva t ion Act misses many 
impor tan t po in ts of issue. 

The premise that Namadgi enjoys 
a secur i ty of t e n u r e and pro tec t ion 
f rom inappropr ia te exp lo i ta t ion at 
least equ iva lent to p ro tec t ion avail
ab le under any o ther legis lat ion in 
Austra l ia is quest ionab le . In c o n 
trast to t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h NPWC 
Act and t h e NSW NPWS Act, t h e 
Ord inance lacks: 

• a s t a t e m e n t of t h e purposes for 
es tab l ish ing reserved areas 
• t h e power t o establ ish nat ional 
parks 
• the ves t ing in t h e Conservator 
of t h e responsib i l i ty for care and 
m a n a g e m e n t of reserved areas 
• the act ive cons idera t ion and 
approval of bo th Houses of Parlia
ment for revocat ion of a reserved 
area t o o c c u r 
• abso lu te author i ty of t h e plan of 
management . 

The impl ica t ion tha t t h e Ord in 
ance does not prescr ibe t h e use of 
t h e te rm 'nat ional park' is not merely 
a mat te r of personal j u d g e m e n t . 
Leg is la t ion not only prescr ibes 
('the Min is te r shall') a n d proscr ibes 
('a person shal l not') but a lso 
e m p o w e r s {'the Min is ter may*). An 
ac t ion car r ied out under a power 
spec i f ica l ly prov ided by leg is la ture 
is less suscept ib le to legal chal lenge 
t h a n o n e that lacks such author i ty . 
The Ord inance e m p o w e r s t h e Min
ister t o dec la re a ' reserved area' 
but not t o dec lare it a 'nat ional 
park'. By cont ras t t h e NPWC Act 
s ta tes a park 'may be named a 
nat ional park'. 

The M i l ton C o m m i t t e e in rec
o m m e n d i n g t h e de lega t ion pro
c e d u r e w o u l d no d o u b t have been 
aware tha t t h e u l t imate responsib
il ity w o u l d have rested w i th t h e 
Director. This is s tandard in de l 
ega t ion procedures . An a l ternat ive 
poss ib i l i ty under t h e N P W C Act 
w o u l d be for t h e Di rector t o make 
a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h t h e Permanent 
H e a d of t h e Depar tment (s36.2). 

W h e n an area of land in t h e ACT 
is dec la red 'a reserved area' under 
t h e Ord inance , it does not lose its 
s ta tus as C o m m o n w e a l t h land and 
thus other Commonweal th agencies 
have t h e r ight to carry out the i r 
funct ions on that land wi thout being 
b o u n d by t h e Plan of Management . 
If t h e area is dec la red under t h e 
NPWC Act it loses its s ta tus as 
C o m m o n w e a l t h land because the 
t i t le is ves ted in t h e Director and 
o ther C o m m o n w e a l t h agenc ies no 
longer have d i rec t access. At t h e 
same t ime t h e Director is b o u n d to 
the Plan of M a n a g e m e n t a n d not 
o therwise . The NPWC Act ensures 
tha t t h e Plan of M a n a g e m e n t can
not be avoided. 

The Ord inance requi res the 
Conserva tor to per form his func
t ions and exerc ise his powers in 
a c c o r d a n c e w i th t h e Plan of Man
agement and not o therwise . The 
Ordinance, however, does not clear
ly p rescr ibe t h e s e f u n c t i o n s and 
powers . In t h e NPWC Act, t w o sect
ions are d e v o t e d t o de f in ing the 
powers and func t ions of t h e Direc
tor. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , t h e ar t ic le em
phasises the value of Parl iamentary 
scru t iny t h r o u g h t h e C o m m i t t e e 
system of leg is la t ion a f fec t ing t h e 
ACT and c i tes, as an example , t h e 
S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on Environ
ment and Conserva t ion . Later it 
q u e s t i o n s t h e va lue of th is C o m m 
it tee's r e c o m m e n d a t i o n tha t Nam
adgi be dec la red under t h e NPWC 
Act w i th de legat ion of the Director's 
powers and f u n c t i o n s but o m i t s to 
state tha t t h e s e powers cannot be 
d ives ted by t h e Director w i t h o u t 
t h e d i rec t ion of a Min is te r w h o is 
c o m m o n to both serv ices. Parlia
ment is involved in the posi t ive 
p o w e r of passing an Act and t h e 
negat ive p o w e r of d isa l lowing an 
Ord inance . In the former , Parlia
ment must c o n s i d e r an issue and 
therefore there will be public debate. 
With an Ord inance , Par l iament is 
not requ i red to t ake any ac t ion and 
it is easy for tab l ing to e s c a p e t h e 
a t ten t ion of Par l iament and t h e 
Public. 

Reg Alder 
30 December 1987 

Response to 
The Dedicated Traveller' 

I read w i t h interest in the D e c e m b e r 
issue the f irst part of Val Honey's 
art ic le , 'The Ded ica ted Traveller'. 

Baron Ferd inand von Mue l le r 
certainly is deserving of recogni t ion 
for his o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
Austra l ian botany and exp lora t ion , 
but there is o n e aspect of his travels 
that is par t icu lar ly w o r t h y of n o t e -
and, I th ink, c o n d e m n a t i o n ! 

His interest in the economic value 
of p lants resu l ted in more than jus t 
t h e tak ing of c o p i o u s notes. I can 
recal l read ing (but cannot recal l 
where) that he took w i th h im on his 
t ravels t h e s e e d s of p lants he c o n 
s idered w o u l d be of economic value 
to those w h o w o u l d u l t imate ly pop
ulate the c o u n t r y s i d e he was cross
ing, and he sca t te red t h e m in app
ropr ia te spots a long the way. 

Amongst t h e seeds he broadcast 
w e r e those of Rubus fruticosus 
(blackberry) . There is now hardly a 
river, creek, or gul ly in south-eastern 
Austra l ia that does not bear t h e 
frui ts of his labour. 

I en joy b lackber r ies as m u c h as 
anyone, but I do so w ish that, in th is 
instance, t h e g o o d Baron had not 
been quite so d i l igent . 

Sob Beveridge 
15 December 1987 

• • • 

W e l l ! 

Robert Story 

I saw Esau k iss ing Fee, 
In fact, w e all t h r e e saw, 
For I saw Esau, 'e saw me, 
and Fee saw I saw Esau! 

Nevi l le a n d F iona b o t h say they 
have no reco l lec t ion of t h e incident . 
Not surpr is ing really, b e c a u s e it is 
a d a p t e d f rom s o m e t h i n g tha t 
a p p e a r e d in The London Opinion 
nearly seventy years ago. 



Just Briefly-
Over the last tew years, many 
members admit to be ing 'he lped to 
c l imb up a long f ire trail ' by l is ten ing 
(or half l istening) to Ol ive ta lk ing 
about her ch i ldhood , or her exper
iences in Europe immedia te ly after 
the war Many also knew that she 
was wr i t ing about them, but no 
doubt w o n d e r e d if any th ing wou ld 
ever c o m e of it! After a lot of hard 
work, it wen t to pr int in late 1987 - a 
soft cove red book of some 170 
pages w i t h 6 5 photos. Ent i t led * Life 
is a Mountain ' , it is an au tob iography 
f rom birth to migra t ion to Austra l ia 
m 1963. The cost of the book has 
been kept to a m in imum - $8 .50. 
and can be co l l ec ted in person 
(cof fee th rown in), or pos ted : ACT 
and NSW $1.70, e l sewhere in Aus
tralia S2.20 Contact Olive Buckman. 
Flat 63 . Block A. Cur rong Flats, 
Braddon, ACT 2 6 0 1 , or phone 
4 8 8 7 7 4 . 

• * • 

Chi ld ren have been acqua in ted 
wi th an imal s tor ies at least s ince 
Aesop 's l ion and mouse, and 
t h rough Kip l ing 's jung le animals, 
and then Toad, Mo le and Peter 
Rabbit , the Do rmouse and March 
Hare. The D reamt ime an ima ls of 
Abor ig ina l l egends were very real 
to those ch i ld ren brought up on 
them. Mode rn day ch i ld ren 's f i lms 
have had Flipper, Lassie and Skippy, 
all of super io r in te l l i gence and 
capabi l i ty . To those mar ine, can ine 
and marsup ia l super heroes has 
been a d d e d a porcine star! An 
imaginat ive Aust ra l ian ser ies of 
s tor ies about c rea tu res such as 
Black Swans, the Platypus, a Green 
Turt le, and the rare Numbat , has 
added a s tory book to its t i t les 
fea tur ing a feralpig\ Yes, it 's on the 
local newsagen t ' s bookshe lves , 
James, the Captian Cook Pig, who 
' . . . snuf f les louder and d igs deeper ' 
than any of his severa l s ib l ings. He 
saves the fo res ters ' c a m p f rom a 
bushf i re by squea l ing into the two-
way radio, and is r ewarded by be ing 
re leased (by the c a m p cook) , then 
t ro ts off happi ly into the forest wi th 
his many bro thers and s is ters. The 
inevi tab le d isas t rous ef fect on the 
env i ronment of th is 'happy ' end ing 
should be made clear to any chi ldren 
hear ing abou t ' J a m e s ' ! 

At the In format ion Cen t i e of the 
Austra l ian Nat ional Botanic Gar
dens, the display 'Po l l inat ion - the 
sex life of Aust ra l ian plants' , cont in 
ue? unt i l m id-March, and a fi lm rel
ated to th is is sc reened each day in 
the Theatret te . A new display wi th 
the promis ing tit le of The Art and 
Sc ience of Botany in Austral ia ' 
beg ins m mid-March , and wi l l con
t inue unti l August 1988. Due to 
con t inu ing heat, somet imes our 
Autumns b e c o m e l n d i a n Summers' : 
Rodney Harvey of the ANBG re-
m i n d s u s t h a t t h e G a r d e n s r e m a i n a 
shady retreat. He saysthat the Rain
forest Gully is at its best dur ing the 
summer and au tumn months , and 
that the t ree- ferns stil l d isplay their 
magni f icent fronds. Many rainforest 
spec ies can be seen, inc lud ing 
remarkab ly tw is ted wonga wonga 
v ines and sap l ings of the once 
p lent i fu l Aust ra l ian red cedar A 
'Beh ind the Scenes ' open day at 
the Gardens is be ing p lanned for 
late October, and will be advert ised. 
Rodney can be con tac ted on 
67 181 1 

* * * 
Not ice for the Apii t Mee t ing (21 st) 
Graham Wel ls (Director, Nat iona l 
Parks Assoc ia t ion of NSW) wil l give 
an i l lust rated account of his recent 
walk (and some raft ing) wi th three 
compan ions th rough t rackless rain
forest , swamps, heath lands. sand 
dunes and mangroves f rom Coen 
to the t ip of Cape York in Queens
land - a d is tance of 6 0 0 k m in 56 
days. The last person to do this may 
have been Edmund Kennedy in 
1848. Crococ i le and wasp avoid
ance techniques, (last) t ree c l imbing 
abi l i ty for wi ld cat t le, and a sharp 
pair of seca teurs were all essent ia l . 
Soon to appear in Dick Smi th 's 
Australian Geographic. 

* * * 
As the more 'wa lkab le ' wea the r 
returns, we look fo rward to an 
increase in NPA out ings. In th is 
B icen tenn ia l year, Just Briefly we l 
comes more member par t ic ipa t ion 
P-l-e-a-s-e r ing 88 1 8 8 9 wi th i tems 
regard ing members , or their wa lks 
etc., or i ndeed anything you feel 
may be of interest to Bul le t in read
ers. Repeat . . . 8 8 1889 - please ' 

The management of Tidbinbi l la 
Nature Reserve wou ld like lo thank 
the bushwalkers who not i f ied them 
of the existence of a small mari juana 
p lanta t ion wi th in the Reserve It 
would be appreciated if other visitors 
to Tidbinbi l la report to a Ranger, or 
to the Vis i tors ' Centre, any th ing 
wh ich may seem unusual in the 
Reserve 

* * * 
To get to the Kangaroo Enc losure 
from the Koala Enc losure car park, 
peop le have been p lac ing them
selves at risk of be ing hit by cars by 
walk ing along the road. Several near 
misses have occur red . There is no 
need now for this dange rous prac
tice, as a ' low key' pedes t r ian track 
has been cons t ruc ted . It s tar ts I rom 
the Water Bird Enc losure car park 
(across the road from the Koala 
Enc losure car park), and con t i nues 
to the Kangaroo Enclosure. 

• • • 

Fol lowing the example of Kakadu 
Nat ional Park's role in 'Crocod i le 
Dundee' . Tidbinbi l la Nature Reserve 
may make an appearance on TV 
screens overseas - t hough in a 
much more modest way. Recent ly, 
a US f i lm crew of the Chi ldren 's TV 
Workshop used Tidbinbi l la as the 
basis for one of the 3 0 minu te inter
pretative natural sc ience films which 
they produce. Some of these are 
shown on Canberra 's Channe l 7 
at 2 30 pm as 'The Invest igators ' . 
{not to be con fused with the ABC's 
consumer p rogram of the same 
name ') 

* * * 
A date for your diary is Saturday. 5 
March, when a d isp lay of b lack and 
whi te pho tog raphs ent i t led Pre
serving the Past', wi l l be p resen ted 
by the Tidbinbi l la P ioneers ' Assoc
iat ion Inc.. whose members consis t 
mainly of descendants of the original 
set t lers of the Tidbinbi l la area. This 
is the Assoc ia t ion 's B icen tenn ia l 
project, and wil l con t i nue for the 
remainder of 1988 at the Vis i tors ' 
Centre. 

* *• * 



So m u c h for t h e human act iv i ty at 
T idbinbi l la . Na ture as usual , has 
been cont inuously active, especial ly 
so in t h e case of t h e b lue-b i l led 
ducks, o n e pair of w h i c h having 
reared a fami ly ear ly in t h e season, 
now t o be seen w i th a new brood of 
y o u n g . They are on t h e first, smal l 
dam w h e r e f r e c k l e d d u c k s have 
been a d d e d to t h e severa l spec ies 
a l ready there . 

• • • 

Apparent ly last spr ing was a b loom
ing g o o d s e a s o n for the 'wool ly ' tea-
tree, as by D e c e m b e r it p resented 
an unusual ly spec tacu la r s ight 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e Reserve. Also qu i te 

. a spectac le , was that s t r ik ing logo 
' o f the ACT Conserva t ion Service 
c o m i n g to life many t imes over -
g a n g g a n g c o c k a t o o s have been 
obv ious genera l ly t h r o u g h o u t the 
area, f e e d i n g on wat t le seeds. 

* • • 
Is t h e fire out? Fo l lowing the M in 
imum Impact Bushwa lk ing v ideo 
s h o w n at t h e N o v e m b e r meet ing , 
w h e r e a wa lke r is s h o w n c h e c k i n g 
to see if a f i re is out by p lac ing a 
hand on a d o u s e d f ire, Reg Alder 
warns that th is may not be a g o o d 
idea w h e r e a f i r e is m a d e on s a n d -
such as in a r iver bed. Recent ly , a 
Sydney wa lke r suf fered s e c o n d 
degree burns w h e n a foo t p laced 

Ion such a f i re sank in to t h e red hot 
sand below. 

• • * 

S o m e eu log ise t h e eucalypt , 
S o m e adore acacias, 
For o thers , o rch ids have an aura, 
Some, v o r a c i o u s for the v iolaceas. 

F o r t h o s e w h o h a n k e r a f t e r b a n k s i a , 
West Austra l ia is t h e best, 
Just ask Pam & Russ and Joan & Ray 
And put it t o t h e test . 

• • * 

Our Chr is tmas Party at Orrora l Vall
ey r e s e m b l e d t h e 'Pastorale ' seg 
ment of Walt Disney's 'Fantasia' 
(wi thout Beethoven) . S c e n e 1 : A 
summer p icn ic in the country, the 
scent of rain is on the breeze, distant 
rumbl ing can be heard, whi ls t dark 
t h u n d e r h e a d s f o r m above but 
impress on ly w i t h the i r beauty, as 
they are e d g e d w i th si lver by t h e 
sti l l s t rong sunl ight . A caut ious few 
cast g lances skyward and ga ther 
up be longings as isolated raindrops 
begin to fall. The silver-l inings vanish 
suddenly , and t h e dark heavens 
open , d r e n c h i n g t h e dal ly ing ones. 
Scene 2: Characters - those w h o 
d e c i d e d to head for h o m e t h r o u g h 
the s torm. Punctua ted by l igh tn ing 
and thunder , t h e heavy de luge of 
rain a n d in te rmi t ten t hai l be l ted at 
w i n d s c r e e n s w i th such fe roc i ty that 
visibi l i ty was truly nil. O n e vehic le , 
and then another pul led to the road
s ide verge, w h e r e w i d t h permi t ted . 
To other drivers, only vague out l ines 
of water - f i l led d i tches w e r e a long
side, and so the a l ternat ive w a s to 
cont inue driving v-e-r-y slowly. Once 
t h r o u g h t h e s torm, t h e sky l ine of 
the Br indabel las p r e s e n t e d a spec
tacular cont rast in themselves , w i th 
br ight sunset sky and c l o u d s at one 
end and, eery, murky, g rey -b lack 
wea ther ha l f -concea l ing t h e peaks 
beh ind us. S h o u l d w e consu l t t h e 
Orac le before the next NPA BBQ? 

• * * 

Canberra's 
Journey 

Glyn Lewis 

As Her i tage Week 1 9 8 8 a p p r o a c h 
es, 16 -24 Apri l , perhaps it is w o r t h 
cons ider ing w h a t it is all about . 
Briefly, t h e a im of Her i tage W e e k is 
to prov ide t h e c o m m u n i t y w i t h an 
oppor tun i ty to d iscover and apprec
iate t h e many face ts of its natura l 
and cu l tura l her i tage. W h a t is poss
ibly less wel l k n o w n is that it is a 
nat ional ce lebra t ion o rgan ised in 
each State and Terr i tory annua l ly 
s ince 1985 a l t h o u g h it m a d e ear l ier 
appearances in s o m e areas inc lud
ing t h e ACT. 

The t h e m e for Her i tage 1988 is 
'Canberra 's Journey*, a depar tu re 
f rom the nationally adopted s l o g a n 
of 1987 ; 'A W e e k of Discovery*. 
Natural ly a n u m b e r of act iv i t ies and 
displays focus on historical aspects 
as borne out by par t ic ipants such 
'as t h e Canberra a n d Distr ic t Histor
i c a l Society, Austra l ian Rai lway 
^Historical Society , Naval Histor ica l 
^Society, and t h e Nat ional Trust. 
However, conserva t ion a n d our 
natural her i tage are p r o m i n e n t l y 
f ea tu red by par t ic ipants l ike Green
ing Austra l ia ACT, Canber ra Orn i th 
ologists ' Group, Society for Growing 
Austra l ian Plants, t h e Conserva t ion 
Counc i l for Canberra and t h e S o u t h 
East, the Wi ld l i fe F o u n d a t i o n and, 
of course , NPA. The list is far f rom 
exhaust ive . 

Apart f rom t h e usual Albert Hal l 
exh ib i t ion , w h i c h prov ides t h e base 
for d isplays by par t ic ipants , t h e r e 
are n u m e r o u s o ther events. F o r t h e 
f irst t ime Kosc iusko Huts Assoc
iat ion, in co l l abora t ion w i th NPA wi l l 
be c o n d u c t i n g t w o histor ical w a l k s 
in the Namadg i Nat ional Park. (See 
O u t i n g s Program, th is Bul let in) . The 
Rai lway Histor ica l Soc ie ty wi l l be 
running a v in tage t ra in serv ice f rom 
Canberra t o B u n g e n d o r e w h i c h 
inc ludes d inner at t h e Car r ing ton 
Restaurant . The H u m a n Veins 
Dance Group wil l be s taging a ba l l e t 
'Raising Dusf , a conservat ion theme. 

So Her i tage W e e k i n d e e d has 
many facets . M a k e sure you ob ta in 
a c o p y of t h e Program of Events. 
There is b o u n d t o be s o m e t h i n g in it 
for y o u . 



A Trip to the Bogongs: A Memoir 
(14-15 November 1987) 

5am is not a happy t ime to tear 
onesel f f rom sleep. By 6.30 I was at 
Tharwa and shor t ly after on the 
gravel , scoo t ing th rough the land
scape , sca t te r i ng wal lab ies, kan
garoos and rabbi ts. Adam inaby and 
Kiandra passed and then the de l 
ight fu l up lands wh ich made m e f e e l 
a l i t t le better. P lung ing down into 
the t rees past the turnoff to t he 
caves. I reached the Yar rongob i l l y 
rest area. It is a de l ight fu l , gen t le 
val ley - open and g reen - do t ted 
wi th exot ic t rees bo rder ing its 
spark l ing river. How far f rom the 
Bogongs is this soft p l a c e 9 

The Nat ional Parks no t i ceboard 
warned canoe is ts that the river, w i th 
very l i t t le warn ing, all but dis
appeared unde rg round at a spec
i f ied map re fe rence and s u g g e s t e d 
care. 

Three cars tu rned up at Yarron
gobi l ly rest area and w e p r o c e e d e d 
a long the f ire trail to 3 7 7 6 8 0 . I 
no ted wryly that, in addi t ion to Garth 
w h o was lead ing, I was the only 
par t ic ipant w h o had been on the 
prev ious tr ip in the area. Had I 
f o rgo t ten how di f f icul t it w a s 7 

W e made a start up the very 
s teep s lope t h rough open forest : 
w h e r e was the scrub? Shor t ly the 
terrain f la t tened out and we crossed 
3 0 met res of swamp. The target 
' knob ' cou ld be seen th rea ten ing ly 
h igh above us and I cu rsed my 
unf i tness many breath less t imes 
before reaching it. Thescrubappear -
ed too. br ight ye l low w i th f lowers 

The k n o b ( 3 2 0 6 6 6 ) was reached 
s o m e t ime after 1 pm. We cou ld not 
safely c l imb one part of the scramble 
to the top wi th packs and. after a 
reconna issance to the top w i thout 
them, re t rea ted to lunch. Th is 
a lmost f in ished our supply o( water. 
Af ter c lamber ing to the top for the 
view, see ing the much h igher Pill
a red Rock Ridge and a c lear ing in 
be tween we s tar ted sk i r t ing the 
base of the cliffs. This was a hard, 
t i r ing, unp leasant t raverse. It 
s e e m e d forever. I was dry and saw 
no prospect for water. I had not 
seen a c lear level p iece of g r o u n d 
s ince leav ing the car. I had that 
dep ress ion wh ich I had found that 
the Bogongs can induce wi th sur
pr is ing ly l i t t le warn ing . 

Si t t ing wr i t ing th is w i th the 
1:25 0 0 0 map (Talbingo), wh ich I 
d id not have then, it seems r idicul
ous. W e t raversed less than a kilo
met re to a smal l knob (314667) in 
the th ick scrub. From the top Garth 
and Phil G. cou ld make out a c lear ing 
and Phil wen t ahead and s igna l led 
back that it had water. W e c rashed 
th rough and each person en joyed 
the sight of the smal l t r ick le of 
runn ing water. 

In my l imi ted expe r i ence of walk
ing I had e n c o u n t e r e d l i t t le scrub. 
In fact I had gone out of my way to 
avo id it. I can see that the sc rub in 
the Bogongs is not par t icu lar ly bad, 
only in a few spots is it woody. But it 
is unremi t t ing , on and on w i th no 
oppor tun i t y to s t r ide freely. You 
walk wi th your w h o l e body: legs, 
arms, t runk and head: duck ing , 
push ing, tw is t ing and squeez ing 
t h rough the gaps. Even the brain 
must be in ac t ion or you s tumble , 
b e c o m e exhaus ted and d isp i r i ted, 
and panic w i th c laus t rophob ia . Get 
me out of here! It a l lows on ly ten or 
twenty met res of v is ion. If you lag, 
when the leaders s top you can no 
longer hear them and you must cal l 
to locate them. W h e n the person 
ahead ge ts t oo far in front you must 
apply the menta l ef fort of choos ing 
your own route. It is hot and dry and 
the leaves and tw igs fall t h rough 
the neck of your shirt on to your 
back. 

Fur ther on in the c lear ing was a 
su i tab le c a m p site. We p i tched 
camp and were jo ined by 10,000 
ants wherever we went. Fortunately 
they were ear ly to bed and late to 
rise. We rested and ate and rested. 
Darkness fel l s lowly and w e kept 
c h e c k i n g the t ime to see if it was 
late e n o u g h to go to bed. After the 
unp leasant heat of the day, the 
even ing was surpr is ing ly chi l l . A 
coup le of bats go rged on insects a 
few feet above our heads. 

The sun shone on my tent before 
I f inal ly dec ided to r ise and c runch 
th rough the frost. A calmer, more 
reso lu te g roup, w i thou t packs, 
p ressed into the sc rub to c l imb to 
the Pi l lared Rock p rom inence 
(310663 ) . Across ano ther c lear ing 
and a swamp, up to the cliff and a 
surpr is ing ly easy sc ramb le up the 

Phil Bubb 

s teep rocks. And then the view. The 
Br indabel las cou ld be p i cked out 
individual ly, there was snow on the 
Main Range, Jagunga l , Table top, 
far to the sou th west , and far to the 
nor th and nor th west . An easy, 
exh i larat ing c lamber a long the 
nar row e leva ted l ine of bou lders 
took us to the h ighest point on the 
p rominence (it now deserved to be 
an eminence) . 

And here we se t t led in to en joy it. 
It takes t ime to get used to do ing 
no th ing and to sit absorb ing the 
sun, the breeze, and the panorama. 
This is what the Bogongs are about. 
No peaks I know offer such del ight , 
such a sense of e levat ion, so distant 
an out look in so many d i rec t ions, 
and the wonder fu l e levated val leys 
wi th their swamps, and their scrub, 
wh ich f rom th is he ight looked 
ben ign. The peaks themse lves are 
a g iant 's p layground of boulders, 
fanc i fu l t h ree -d imens ioned j igsaw 
puzzles of rock. 

Lunch. Break camp. There was a 
lot of sc rub be tween us and the 
cars. We rested at a cha rm ing l i t t le 
mossy creek. W e st ruck the road 
100 met res f rom the cars. Seven 
t i red people. Thank you Garth. Driv
ing home I cou ld feel how exhausted 
I was, but sat is f ied too. 

There is someth ing spec ia l about 
wa lk ing in the Bogongs. I am forced 
to recogn ise my l imi ta t ions. I have 
to c o m e to te rms w i th t hem but do 
so w i thou t d is t ress or shame. I can 
observe my spi r i ts drop in the sc rub 
and rise in the few c lear spots. The 
landscape is a l ien to me and un
pleasant. Not host i le, but indi f ferent 
and maybe th is is worse. Travel rs 
an act of wi l l , but in s o m e s t range 
way it he lps to make me more con
tent wi th myself. There is a fee l ing 
of sa t is fac t ion w i thou t any hint of 
smugness . I cou ld g row to l ike this 
place. Wi thou t doubt the peaks are 
superb and wor th hours of str iv ing. 

On the map I have marked the 
approx ima te route of the walk, and 
of the prev ious walk. If I had to 
choose a wa lk I wou ld start a l i t t le 
south of the lesser Bogong Peak 
(344621) and vir tual ly fo l low the 
par ish border to the peak. Then in 
l i t t le more than 3 0 0 vert ical met res 
(and a k i lometre) you are above the 



s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y a n d on t h e 
south s lope of the peak, wh ich tends 
to be more open . 

T h e n t raverse J o u n a m a . T h e 
saddle b e t w e e n J o u n a m a and Big 
Plain Peak is a t o p c a m p i n g spot, 
a l though I w o u l d be t e m p t e d in 

g o o d w e a t h e r t o carry water a n d 
c a m p jus t under Big Plain Peak (for 
t h e romance of it). Then p r o c e e d 
west d o w n t h e rocky r idge of Big 
Plain Peak w h i c h appears fair ly 
c lear and tu rn nor th o n t o t h e Big 
Plain. If t i m e p e r m i t t e d t h e s e c t i o n 

of the Pi l l a red  Rock R idge v is i ted 
on th is wa lk c o u l d be inc luded . 
Then exi t d o w n t h e r idge f rom t h e 
k n o b at 3 2 0 6 7 7 fo l low ing t h e t u r n s 
of t h e r idge to exit at 3 3 9 6 7 3 . 



Mt. Egmont - The Hard Way 
White on a tour ot New Zealand's North Island in 1986. 

Garth and Sarah Abercrombie climbed Mt. Egmont. 
Heie is Sarah s account ot the climb. 

My mmd was casual ly tu rn ing over 
the Sunday wa lks w e had been on 
before. They were not so s t renuous. 
I had m a n a g e d them all r ight. I 
cou ld not work out what Dad was so 
exc i ted about . Two hours at the 
most to the top and then down . We 
might even be able to fit in a sw im 
af terwards. The car pu l led up in to 
the carpark and I tu rned a round to 
look at the hil l. 

'Sarah. ' Dad cal led. "Go and stand 
in f ront of that boa rd and I'll take a 
pho to of you. ' Just a n o t h e r o f Dad's 
endless photos. I casually sauntered 
over to the not ice board. On c loser 
i nspec t ion I no t i ced it was a map of 
t he trai l w e w e r e t o take. I l ooked at 
it; I shou ldn ' t have. It s ta ted very 
clearly: To the Summi t 5 hours. Oh 
dear. I tu rned and looked aga in . It 
had sudden ly tu rned into a very 
large mounta in . 

'Sarah, smile' . Smi le, ha! W i th my 
mind ree l ing I s tagge red back to 
the car I w o n d e r if Dad real ly knew 
what we were in for. Perhaps that 
pho to was to be the last taken of me 
al ive 

W e w o r k e d our way up the hill 
wh i ch led to the r idge w e were to 
ronow. i y ianceci up a i ine non-
opera t iona l ski- tow. W h y wasn ' t it 
w o r k i n g 9 Why did it have to be 
c losed down in summer? Those 
skiers have all the perks. 

Look, there 's s o m e o n e coming 
down. ' I w i shed it was us. I don' t see 
why we ac lua l ly have lo go right to 
!he fop Isn' l it e n o u g h jus ! lo say 
y o u ' d been to Mt Egmont? I won
dered , what 's so great about reach
ing the top a n y w a y 7 We passed a 
man coming down and after Dad 
had had pol i te c! imbing-1ype con
versat ion wi th him we con t i nued up 
the r idge to Ihe snowl ine , having 
now left that non-opera t iona l tow 
beh ind 

I s topped and turned to look at 
w h e n c e we had come. Gosh, w e 
really had gone some way. It couldn' t 
be all that far now. I looked back up 
again put I was wrong. There was 
abso lu te ly miles. I d e c i d e d not to 
look up again unt i l I reached the 
top. I didn't need the disi l lusionment. 

' Isn't this someth ing? ' c r ied Dad 
as we con t i nued to sc ramb le over 
scree and mossy rocks. ' I feel great.' 
His comments , not mine. Grunt, 
groan, puff, pant. I hate you Dad. I 
don' t even want to be here. As I 
s t umb led bravely on towards the 
snow 1 s ta r ted dev is ing insul ts 1 
cou ld th row at anyone, preferably 
Dad, if he were to so much as 
wh isper wha t a great t ime we were 
having. 

As w e app roached the snow 1 
sudden ly real ised Dad was planning 
to c ross it. No way was I go ing to. 
What happens if it cracks, i shou ld 
have g o n e on that diet af ter all. 

'Come on Sarah, c ross here,' 
Dad cal ls, 'I 've k icked some steps' . 
What, Oh damn, here goes noth ing. 
My eyes s q u e e z e shut as I reach 
out my foot. I have v is ions of the ice 
c rack ing and my body p lummet ing 
downwards . Okay let 's go. I'm over. 
That was easy. 

'Look, there 's a t rack of s o m e 
sort over there. Shou ldn ' t we be on 
it?' 

'Probably , yes. We' l l head over 
there. ' 

I s tar ted th ink ing. I cou ld remem
ber all those t imes we wen t wa lk ing 
and never once fo l lowed a path. I 
swear Dad has a penchant for do ing 
it the hard way. As we headed over 
to the track I not iced people coming 
up the r idge beh ind us. Who else 
wou ld be crazy enough to be here? 
By th is t ime we had lost s ight of the 
path or it had pe te red out and we 
s tar ted to cross back to the r idge 
we had been on previously. 

'We can't get ac ross here Sarah, 
the snow's too s teep. We' l l have to 
go around. ' You' re s u r e 9 I cou ld get 
across there easi ly enough . I was 
now expe r i enced at c ross ing snow, 
perhaps Dad w a s a bit scared. 

As we slid back and a round , the 
peop le who had been coming up 
beh ind us caught up. Their f r iendly 
conversat ion amazed me. You would 
have thought they had known us for 
ages. It's p robab ly just the c o m m o n 
link all these moun ta ineers (fel low-
sufferers) have; a si l ly pass ion for 
c l imb ing 'high' . 

What was that? This was Jack 's 
1 0 0 t h t ime up. Oh boy. W h o wou ld 
want to c o m e up here that many 

'I've had enough!" 



t imes? Once , we l l a half w a s bad 
e n o u g h . I w i s h e d all these peop le 
w o u l d get on the i r way. I w a s qu i te 
p repared t o c l i m b to t h e t o p but 
now they te l l us tha t what I t h o u g h t 
w a s t h e s u m m i t isn't. Apparent ly it 's 
across t h e cra ter a n d up t h e o ther 
s ide. How do they expect me to get 
across t h e cra ter I w o n d e r e d as I 
i n s p e c t e d all the i r gear; c rampons , 
ice-axes, heavy boots , g loves, hats, 
massive packs no d o u b t absolute ly 
c r a m m e d wi th o ther useful stuff. I 
t h e n looked w e a k l y at our gear. Our 
l i t t le o range day-pack tha t Dad 
carr ied, as I'd rerr ised t o be bur
d e n e d w i th any th ing , c o n t a i n e d our 
lunches and ra incoats . W e had 
sneakers on our feet a n d tha t w a s 
about it. 

W e couldn ' t fo l low t h e o thers up. 
My legs a c h e d , I w a s hungry. 'I've 
had enough ' , I c r ied . M y fa ther 

^ u d d e n l y looked upset but t h e 
"strangers p iped up w i t h , 'It 's only 
half an hour to t h e top. In fact it 's 
qu icker d o w n t h e o ther side'. 

What 's that, q u i c k e r d o w n the 
other s ide? I was ge t t ing ta lked in to 
it again. I cou ld feel myself waver ing. 
Wait on. I'll just have a jam sandwich. 

ESCAPE! 

I savoured t h e s a n d w i c h t h e n s t o o d 
up - I was ready for any th ing , we l l 
a lmost a n y t h i n g - a n d c l i m b e d on 
fee l ing very noble. 

'You don't mean I have to g o 
d o w n there?' I looked d o w n into t h e 
crater a n d c l u t c h e d o n t o t h e f ixed 
w i re tha t I fe l t w a s all tha t w o u l d 
save me f rom cer ta in dea th if I fel l . I 
s lowly w o r k e d my way d o w n , my 
paJms w e r e s w e a t i n g but f inal ly my 
feet t o u c h e d level g round . Made it. I 
t u r n e d and w a t c h e d Dad easi ly 
w o r k his way d o w n - show-off! 

Oh boy, more snow. It c o v e r e d 
the cra ter f foor - at least it wasn't 
boi l ing lava, I reasoned. 

' C o m e on Sarah, I'll k ick s teps in 
it and you can fo l low across.' 

'Can't I just s l ide down?' 
A horr i f ied look c rossed Jack 's 

face. 'No. You s h o u l d learn to do it 
properly . Hee l d o w n first. R ight 
t h a f s it.' 

Across t h e snow w e w e n t and up 
that f inal cliff - okay, maybe not a 
cliff exact ly but it cer ta in ly felt l ike 
it. A hand c a m e d o w n and pul led me 
up. 

'Congratulations', I heard a hearty 
Engl ish voice , 'You've m a d e i f . I 

c o u l d not w o r k out w h y he s h o u l d 
s o u n d so cheer fu l . I w a s abso lu te ly 
dead . Wait a s e c o n d , that vo ice w a s 
Engl ish. My God, t h e s e s t r a n g e 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g t y p e s c o m e f rom 
everywhere . W e c o n t i n u e d ta lk ing . 

' Isn't t h e v iew marve l lous? You 
can see for miles.' 

'Great*, I mumbled wi thout looking 
up. Quick, g ive me t h a t last j a m 
s a n d w i c h be fore I faint. 

I m u n c h e d away on my s a n d w i c h 
and t h e n t h e rea l izat ion that I had 
actua l ly c l i m b e d to t h e t o p hit me. 
Wel l beat that, there s h o u l d be a 
t r u m p e t fanfare! Wai t on . I st i l l had 
to g o d o w n . My jam s a n d w i c h 
s u d d e n l y lost its tas te and I fe l t 
Blah. W h y hadn' t 1 o rgan ised a he l i 
copte r to p ick me up w h e n I reached 
t h e top. Funny how all t h e br i l l iant 
ideas hit y o u w h e n y o u can't d o 
any th ing about t h e m . Anyway next 
t i m e I'll know. 

H o l d it. There wasn' t g o i n g t o be 
a next t ime. 

I f inally made it d o w n and despi te 
my m o a n s a n d c o m p l a i n t s I w a s 
chuf fed . P e r h a p s . . . I . . . wel l m a y b e 
just a l i t t le o n e n e x t . . . 

T h e B i c e n t e n a r y r a z z a m a t t a z , c o m e c a m p i n g w i t h 
A l l a n F o x a n d c r e w a n d d i s c o v e r w h a t r e a l l y h a s 
b e e n o u r i m p a c t o n A u s t r a l i a o v e r 2 0 0 y e a r s . 
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Interested? 
T h e n r ing A l l an Fox 0 6 2 - 9 7 3 4 3 4 
or wr i te to : A l l a n Fox 

R M B 2049 
Q U E A N B E Y A N 2620 
fo r details - be early. 

•Nights ml location 
Airilna Irani 
nol JncludM 

Trip 1. June 19 - July 9 
21 days $1495* 

Feaaires— Warrumbungle, Srurr, Gammon Range, Uluru and 
Kings Canyon National Parks - arid zone ecosystems, ex
ploration and landuse - opal, gold and copper mining - the 
Aboriginal story and an -guided interpreted walks-bush and 
colonial culture by the campfires. 

Trip 3. July 27 - August 21 
26 days $2265* 

Features - Kakadu, Katherine Gorge, Lawn Hill, Chillagoe 
Caves and Carnarvon Gorge National Parks, the Quinkan 
Reserve and Cape Tribulation Rainforests — the Great Barrier 
Reef — tropical ecosystems, expoloration and landuse — 
Aboriginal art — guided interpreted walks. 

" Note: Includes coach, entry and camping fees, camping 
gear, all meals while camping, guides and 2 motel nights. This 
is not just a coach tour - there will be guided walks, 
demonstrations, photographic rambles, lectures, seminars and 
discussions if you want to become involved in the environ
mental issues - it could be challenging - it will be fun! 

The Crew includes a geographer, ecologist, 
land'use and park management specialist, 
expert interpreters and top class photo
graphers. A doctor and ornithologist will be 
present on Trip 3. 
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Field Guide to the Native Trees of the A.C.T. 
This p o c k e t b o o k descr ibes 60 s p e c i e s of t rees of four metres or more that 
are k n o w n to g r o w natural ly w i th in t h e boundar ies of the ACT. It is wr i t ten 
for t h e non-spec ia l is t and has ins t ruc t ions on how to use a botan ica l key. 
For easy re fe rence it is d iv ided into t h r e e par ts - Eucalypts; Acacias and 
other species , w i th t rees that are s imi lar p laced s ide by side. 

Each s p e c i e s is t rea ted separate ly and isf ully i l lus t ra ted , w i t h a t h u m b n a i l 
map to s h o w w h e r e a u t h e n t i c a t e d s p e c i m e n s have been co l lec ted . A key 
to all species , index and g lossary are provided. 

The Field Gu ide is useful in t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g S o u t h e r n Tab le lands 
(Goulburn , Cooma, Kosc iusko Nat ional Park). 

Price $4 .00 
(plus $1 .00 to cover pos tage and packaging) 

P r o d u c e d b y t h e N a t i o n a l P a r k s A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n C a p i t a l T e r r i t o r y I n c , 
a s s i s t e d b y a H e r i t a g e G r a n t f r o m t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A r t s , S p o r t , E n v i r o n m e n t , T o u r i s m a n d T e r r i t o r i e s 

NPA Bul let in 
Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion of t h e A.C.T. 
P.O. Box 4 5 7 , Canber ra City 2 6 0 1 . 
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P O S T A G E 

P A I D 

A U S T R A L I A 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Held at 8 pm. Room 1, Griffin Centre. Bunda Street, Civic 

M A R C H - T h u r s d a y 17 
Professor Henry Nix, D i rector of the Cent re for Resources a n d Env i ronmenta l Studies , wi l l speak 
about t h e G r e e n h o u s e effect. An o p p o r t u n i t y to ask an exper t about t h e c h a n g e s w e can expect to 
our c l imate , vege ta t ion and sea- level in t h e next century . 
A P R I L - T h u r s d a y 21 
Graham Wel ls (Director, Nat ional Parks Assoc ia t ion of NSW) wi l l g ive an i l lus t ra ted a c c o u n t of h is 
recent wa lk (and s o m e raft ing) w i th three c o m p a n i o n s t h r o u g h t rack less rainforest , swamps, 
heath lands, sand d u n e s a n d mangroves f rom C o e n to t h e t ip of Cape York in Q u e e n s l a n d - a 
d is tance of 6 0 0 k m in 56 days. The last person to d o this may have been E d m u n d K e n n e d y in 1848. 
Crocod i le and w a s p avo idance t e c h n i a u e s , (fast) t ree c l i m b i n g abi l i ty for w i ld cat t le , and a sharp 
pair of s e c a t e u r s w e r e all essent ia l . S o o n to appear in Dick Smith 's Australian Geographic. 
M A Y - T h u r s d a y 1 9 
Dr Peter Hunt, p r e s e n t e r / p r o d u c e r of ABC radio's w e e k l y e n v i r o n m e n t a l p rogram Ear thworm, wi l l 
address the meet ing . He has p r o m i s e d us a mix ture of t h e ser ious and t h e en ter ta in ing , a n d his ta lk 
wi l l range f rom min ing a n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t to the c h a l l e n g e of m a k i n g conserva t ion more than just 
a marg ina l issue in our society . Peter is a ta len ted , k n o w l e d g e a b l e and h u m o r o u s speaker , so don' t 
miss this meet ing . 


