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PRESIDENT'S 
FOREWORD 

K o s c i u s k o Nat iona l Park has been a f o c u s of c o m m i t t e e a t t e n t i o n in the last f e w months . W e have p r e p a r e d 
c o m m e n t s on t h e p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t s to t h e K.N.P. Plan of M a n a g e m e n t , a n d on t h e D e v e l o p m e n t S tudy on the 
Eastern A p p r o a c h e s t o t h e P a r k ( D e p a r t m e n t of Env i ronment and Planning, NSW). O n e t h i n g is c l e a r - d e v e l o p m e n t 
pressures are g r o w i n g at an a la rming rate for th is area. 

The D e v e l o p m e n t S tudy ou t l ines a 'pre fer red s t ra tegy ' for t h e eastern a p p r o a c h e s to K.N.P. ( f rom J indabyne) , 
w h i c h is, in effect, a cor r idor of d e v e l o p m e n t at d i f fe r ing dens i t ies a n d s tandards , s t re tch ing f rom J i n d a b y n e to t h e 
Park b o u n d a r y on bo th t h e A lp ine W a y and t h e K o s c i u s k o Road, Th is is c lear ly incons is ten t w i t h t h e w i d e l y 
s u p p o r t e d v iew of recent years, tha t d e v e l o p m e n t s h o u l d be c o n c e n t r a t e d in ex is t ing c e n t r e s a d j a c e n t to t h e Park. 
Of par t icu lar c o n c e r n is t h e proposa l that major d e v e l o p m e n t s be a l lowed in the so-ca l led 'Bul locks ' , 'L i t t le 
Thredbo' , a n d 'Pender lea ' p rec inc ts w h i c h d i rect ly abut t h e Park. 

In respond ing t o this and t h e p r o p o s e d Plan of M a n a g e m e n t a m e n d m e n t s , w e have taken the v i e w that our 
g u i d i n g pr inc ip le s h o u l d be to a im for t h e max imum pro tec t ion of natura l va lues in t h e Park. For example , w e have 
r e c o m m e n d e d tha t there be no c a m p i n g , including pack camping, at or near Blue Water Ho les b e c a u s e of t h e rap id 
d e g r a d a t i o n of th is a rea in recent years. W e have s t rong ly o p p o s e d t h e s u g g e s t i o n that c a m p i n g be a l l o w e d in or 
near t h e res tored C o o l a m i n e  b u i l d i n g s . Also in the nor thern part of t h e Park, w e have s u p p o r t e d t h e d e s i g n a t i o n of 
the B imber i Wi lderness area, but r e c o m m e n d t h e area be e x t e n d e d to incorpora te Mt M o r g a n a n d Half M o o n Peaks 
and ad jacent areas. In t h e Per isher area, w e have e x p r e s s e d our c o n c e r n at t h e po ten t ia l for increas ing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e g r a d a t i o n w i th t h e p r o p o s e d new down-h i l l sk i d e v e l o p m e n t s in t h e B lue C o w area. 

The p r o b l e m of reconc i l ing recreat iona l use (especia l ly tha t invo lv ing ex tens ive in f ras t ructure ) a n d na ture 
conserva t ion in our Nat ional Parks is not a new o n e for NPA, as a perusa l of past Bulletins shows . Current ly , 
however , t h e Parks are fac ing a n e w level of threat , as g o v e r n m e n t s a n d pr ivate deve lopers a t t e m p t t o m a k e t h e 
most of the t o u r i s t / r e c r e a t i o n b o o m a n d its resu l tant c o m m e r c i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . For t h e Assoc ia t ion , the resul t wi l l 
be t h e necess i ty for an increas ing ly v i g o r o u s ro le in s u p p o r t i n g t h e p reserva t ion of natura l va lues. At t i m e s t h i s may 
c o n f r o n t us w i t h c h a l l e n g e s t o our o w n t h i n k i n g , as we l l as d i f f icu l t c h o i c e s a n d dec is ions . 

Red Spot 
A red spot o n t h e label of your 
Bul le t in ind ica tes tha t NPA records 
s h o w you as unf inanc ia l . To r e n e w 
your membersh ip see t h e Treasurer 
at t h e next genera l m e e t i n g of t h e 
Assoc ia t ion , ca l l at t h e NPA of f ice 
in K ings ley Street , A c t o n (phone 
57 1063) or post your s u b s c r i p t i o n 
t o G P O Box 4 5 7 , Canber ra 2 6 0 1 . 
The Bul le t in d is t r ibu t ion l ist wi l l be 
rev ised in D e c e m b e r by d e l e t i n g 
any unf inanc ia l members . 

Speakers for General Meetings Wanted 

The NPA ho lds genera l m e e t i n g s on t h e th i rd Thursday of e a c h m o n t h f rom 
February t o N o v e m b e r inc lus ive . 

These m e e t i n g s are p l a n n e d t o prov ide a var ie ty of g u e s t s p e a k e r s and 
f i lms on conserva t ion and nat iona l parks issues. 

Vo lun teer s p e a k e r s a n d / o r s u g g e s t i o n s for t o p i c s are a lways n e e d e d . If 
you w o u l d l ike to k n o w more about a par t icu lar subject , or k n o w s o m e o n e 
w h o is w i l l ing to speak, we 'd l ike to k n o w ! 

P lease c o n t a c t Ju l ia Tra inor (phone 8 1 1 1 9 5 ) w i t h your ideas. 



Commi t tee News New Members 
The fo l low ing new m e m b e r s are 
w e l c o m e d fo the Assoc ia t ion : 

NEW PURCHASE 
The Assoc ia t ion is now the p roud 
owner of a m ic rocompute r - an Opa l 
Turbo PC/XT to be exact . Lara ine 
Frawley. our Of f ice Assis tant , is 
a l ready using it for word process ing, 
and the next s tep is to c rea te a 
m e m b e r s h i p da tabase The des ign 
of the m e m b e r s h i p da tabase is 
underway , and Nevi l le and M a x m e 
Esau nave en te red a few member
ship records as a tr ial Other fu tu re 
appl icat ions cou ld inc lude account
ing and desk top pub l i sh ing If any 
m e m b e r s have any interest or 
exper t i se to offer, p lease con tac t 
the of f ice or a member ot the comm
i t tee. 

NAMADGI 
Fol lowing the s u c c e s s f u l 1 const ruct 
ion of the Yerrabi Track, severa l 
m e m b e r s have dra f ted an in terpre
tat ive b rochu re wh ich ou t l ines the 
f lora fauna and natural fea tu res to 
be seen a long the track. The 
C o m m i t t e e has a p p r o a c h e d the 
Parks and Conserva t ion Serv ice for 
ass i s tance ;n pub l i sh ing the bro
chu re and ag reemen t has been 
reached to work toge ther on its 
p repa ra t i on and pub l i ca t ion 

Wi th the Yerrabi Track rece iv ing 
much use. some members have 
exp ressed in terest in cons t ruc t i ng 
add i t iona l t racks near the Boboyan 
Road. C o m m i t t e e rep resen ta t i ves 
have met w i th (he ACT Parks and 
Conserva t ion Serv ice (o d iscuss 
p rocedu res for fu ture vo lun tary 
works m Namadg i A set of p roced 
ures has been ag reed upon, and 
wi l l be used as a mode l for any 
future voluntary works by the Assoc
iat ion m Namadg i It desc r i bes all 
the s teps invo lved in such a pro ject , 
c o m m e n c i n g w i th the p re l im inary 
d i scuss ion of the concep t , and 
wo rk ing th rough the fo rmal pro
posal , approva l , imp lemen ta t i on , 
a n d f inal ly the eva lua t ion of the 
impact af ter a per iod of use 

The Namadg i huts have so 
rece ived some a t ten t i on lately f he 
ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Consu l ta t ive Commi t tee has fo rmed 
a s u b c o m m i t t e e ca l led the Huts 
M a i n t e n a n c e W o r k i n g Group for 
Namadg i . The g r o u p wi l l adv ise the 
Consu l ta t i ve C o m m i t t e e on the 
huts, and wi l l be respons ib le for the 

p repa ra t i on ol m a n a g e m e n t br ie fs 
for w h i c h migh t be ca r r i ed ou t by 
vo lun tary o rgan iza t ions . 

Graham Scully. P res iden l of the 
Kosc iusko Huts  Assoc ia t ion , was 
inv i ted to a t t end ou r S e p t e m b e r 
C o m m i t t e e meet ing . Mr Scul ly out
l ined the in terest of the KHA m 
do ing ma in tenance on huts in 
Namadg i . 

ENVIRONMENT MATTERS 
On wider conserva t ion mat ters , the 
Commi t tee has prepared responses 
to the f a s f e r n Approaches to Kos
ciusko National Park Development 
Study to the Dralt Amendments to 
the Kosciusko National Park plan 
ot Management and to Cooleman 
Plain Karst Area Management Plan. 
All these d o c u m e n t s and The Assoc
iat ion 's c o m m e n t s are avai lab le 
t rom the Off ice. The draft amend
men ts cover a lp ine sk i ing faci l i t ies, 
the ex tens ion ol horse r id ing into 
par ts of some w i lde rness areas, 
and measures to reduce the impact 
on the C o o l e m a n Plain Karst Area. 

Another ot our regu lar m e e t i n g s 
was he ld wi th membe* 'S of the N P W S
 i N S W i The d iscuss ion was 
( l i teral ly 1) very w ide rang ing , cover
ing the Aust ra l ian Alps. Namadg i 
Br indabe l la Range, and the Kos
c iusko and Mor ton Nat iona l Parks 

The Aust ra l ian Nat iona 1 Parks 
Counc i l he ld its Annua l C o n f e r e n c e 
in Sydney m mid-October , a n d our 
Assoc ia t ion was rep resen ted by 
Nevi l le Esau and Ross Car l ton. 

PUBLICITY 
On the pub l ic i t y Ironl, p repara t ions 
are wel l under way for Her i tage 
Week m 1988. a n d an e x p a n d e d 
walks p rog ramme is be ing deve l 
o p e d The p r o p o s e d Env i ronment 
Fair for l 988 has been cance l l ed . 

Annual Report 
The N P A o t t h e A C T s Annual Report 
for 1986-87 is now avai lab le, Inter
es ted m e m b e r s may ob la i n cop ies 
t rom our K ings ley St reet Of f ice, or if 
p re fe r red the Repor t wi l l be p o s t e d 
to you. P h o n e Lara ine on 57 1063. 

Peter BAYLISS. C h a r n w o o d ; 
Carmel BELL. J a m i s o n : David 
BENNETTS. Gar ran ; Ashley and 
J o a n n e CROSS, Ch isho lm; R ichard 
and Sally De FERRANTl Deak in : 
Les ley FORBES. Wanmassa . P.A. 
GARDNER and B.W B O R R E L L . 
Lyneham, Mr and Mrs R GRAY. 
Campbe l l . Jenn i fer and Bar tho l 
omew HAND. La tham. Cl ive 
H U G H E S and Kasuma NISHIGAYA -
HUGHES. Hughes . Ca ther ine 
J O H N S T O N . Aranda: Tanya and 
Max KIERMAIER. G o w n e ; Mrs J 
K L O V D A H L . Cur t in . R ichard LAN
CASTER and family. Reid J.A and 
G.M LESLIE. Garran M c M U R R A Y 
family. O ' C o n n o r Susan and Rob in 
MILLER. Ga i ran : Suzanne O 'CALLAGHAN
 G i ra lang. Ke i th and Bron-
wyn OCTBORN. Red Hii|. A m s w c f h 
PATRQNI Downer Miss A. PRIT 
CHARD * 'es ton : Bet ty ROSS. Red 
Hil l. J o h a n n a VERBECK Flynn 
C h n s WARE Downer Mr and Mrs 
R. WATKINS. Du f f y Eric ZURCHER. 
Tom HATTON Linda B R O O M E . 
Lyneham 

***** 
Tiy a d i f fe rent 
kind of 
holiday 
this 
summer' 

The Austra l /an Nat iona l 
Un ivers i ty wi l l be c o n d u c t i n g 
a 1 9 8 8 S u m m e r S c h o o l o n t h e 
E n v i r o n m e n t . All cou rses are 
res ident ia l and wi l l be he ld ; 

2 4 - 2 8 J a n u a r y K o s c i u s k o in 
S u m m e r , in Kosc iusko 
Na t iona l Park 

3-6 F e b r u a r y R a i n f o r e s t s o f 
S o u t h e r n N S W . at Kialoa. 
Sou th Coast of NSW 

8-12 F e b r u a r y N a t i v e P l a n t 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n , at Jerv is Bay, 
Sou th Coast of N S W 

1 2 - 1 4 F e b r u a r y N a t u r e a n d 
L a n d s c a p e P h o t o g r a p h y , in 
Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
T e l e p h o n e t062) 49 3 0 1 6 

49 4 7 5 4 

C e n t r e for C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n 
Aust ra l ian Nat iona l Un ivers i ty 
G P O Box 4 Canber ra ACT 2 6 0 1 



The Protect ion of Reserved Lands 
in the ACT 

Andy Turner & Ian Garven 

This article has been written in response to the article 'Namadgi Notional Park' by Reg Alder 
in the September 1987 Bulletin. 

INTRODUCTION 
The C o m m o n w e a l t h ' s d i rec t inter
est, a n d o w n e r s h i p of land, in t h e 
Aust ra l ian Capi ta l Terr i tory has 
requ i red t h e e v o l u t i o n of a c o m p l e x 
s y s t e m of legal , admin is t ra t i ve and 
p lann ing p r o c e d u r e s f o r land man
a g e m e n t in t h e Terr i tory . For 
example , t h e s y s t e m re l ies on t h e 
use of d e l e g a t e d leg is la t ion to an 
ex ten t w h i c h is un ique in A u s t r a l i a 
O n e c o n s e q u e n c e is tha t t h e A C T s 
land m a n a g e m e n t sys tem is di f f icul t 

•
to u n d e r s t a n d for bo th res iden ts of 
a n d v is i tors to t h e ACT. 

Recent debate , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
ar t ic le ' N a m a d g i Not iona l Park' in 
t h e S e p t e m b e r 1987 Bul le t in , has 
g e n e r a t e d more heat t h a n l ight 
a r o u n d t h i s c o m p l e x subject . Th is 
ar t ic le a t t e m p t s to put t h e record 
s t ra ight on s o m e of t h e issues and 
d e m o n s t r a t e h o w reserved lands in 
t h e ACT have a secur i t y of t e n u r e at 
least equ iva len t t o tha t avai lable 
e l s e w h e r e in A u s t r a l i a 

LEGISLATION IN THE ACT 
The law m a k i n g p rocess in t h e ACT 
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e Seat of 
Government (Administration) Act 
1910 . T h e Act d e l e g a t e s t h e legis
lat ive p o w e r s of t h e Federal Parl-
iament c o n c e r n i n g t h e ACT s ta t ing : 

unt i l t h e Par l iament m a k e s o t h e r 
prov is ions f o r t h e g o v e r n m e n t of 
t h e Terr i tory , t h e Governor -
Genera l m a y m a k e O r d i n a n c e s 
hav ing t h e f o r c e of law in t h e 
Terr i tory . 

T h e Governor -Genera l ac ts on 
t h e adv ice of t h e M in is te r r e s p o n 
s ib le for t h e ACT in exerc is ing th is 
power . This m e a n s tha t most ACT 
laws are made by Ord inances , w h i c h 
are s igned by t h e Governor-Genera l 
a n d s u b j e c t t o d i s a l l o w a n c e by 
e i ther H o u s e of Par l iament , ra ther 
t h a n by Acts of Par l iament . The 
C o m m o n w e a l t h has t h e p o w e r to 
pass A c t s re la t ing t o t h e ACT but it 
is i ts cu r rent po l icy not t o d o so a n d 
it has e x e r c i s e d th is p o w e r on ly 
rarely, eg t h e National Capital Dev
elopment Commission Act. 

Federal Par l iament has a range 
of o t h e r p o w e r s avai lab le t o it for 
t h e c o n t r o l of land use in t h e ACT. It 
has t h e power, u n d e r S e c t i o n 12A 
of t h e Seat of Government (Admin
istration) Act, to d isa l low p r o p o s e d 
var ia t ions t o t h e Plan of t h e Ci ty of 
Canberra . The s t r u c t u r e of t h e 
c o m m i t t e e s of t h e present Parlia
ment has yet to be f ina l ised but t h e 
Par l iament has e x e r c i s e d i ts scrut 
iny of t h e Plan t h r o u g h t h e Parlia
m e n t a r y J o i n t C o m m i t t e e on t h e 
ACT (PJC). The PJC repor ts o n all 
p roposa ls f o r m o d i f i c a t i o n s or var
ia t ions a n d m o n i t o r s Canberra 's 
env i ronment , a l t e ra t ions t o land 
use a n d o t h e r mat te rs t h a t have 
been referred to it by t h e responsib le 
Minister . The Par l iament a lso has 
t h e p o w e r t o exerc ise t h i s s c r u t i n y 
t h r o u g h c o m m i t t e e s o ther t h a n t h e 
PJC, s u c h as t h e S t a n d i n g C o m m 
i t tee on Env i ronment a n d Conser
va t ion w h i c h r e p o r t e d on N a m a d g i 
Nat ional Park. 

The Senate S tand ing C o m m i t t e e 
on Regu la t ions and O r d i n a n c e s 
also p lays a ro le in p rov id ing Parlia
m e n t a r y s c r u t i n y of ACT leg is la t ion . 
The S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e has m e m 
bers d r a w n f r o m all po l i t ica l c o m 
plex ions, p r o v i d i n g a non-par t i san 
approach to t h e review of d e l e g a t e d 
leg is la t ion . The role of t h e C o m m 
i t tee has b e e n to m a k e r e c o m m e n 
d a t i o n s t o the S e n a t e on w h e t h e r 
that H o u s e s h o u l d exerc ise i ts 
p o w e r t o d isa l low d e l e g a t e d legis
lat ion (Ord inances and Regu la t ions 
u n d e r e i ther Acts o r O r d i n a n c e s ) . In 
mak ing such a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
t h e C o m m i t t e e c o n s i d e r s t h e legis
lat ion aga ins t severa l we l l d e f i n e d 
legal p r inc ip les t o see w h e t h e r t h e 
p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t or n e w legis
lat ion accords w i t h those pr inc ip les . 
The C o m m i t t e e d o e s not c o n s i d e r 
the po l icy o b j e c t i v e s of l eg is la t ion . 

The S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e has a 
record of o b j e c t i n g to d e l e g a t e d 
leg is la t ion tha t e i ther p rov ides for 
w i d e rang ing admin is t ra t i ve dis
c r e t i o n s or ac ts re t rospec t ive ly to 
t h e d e t r i m e n t of any p e r s o n o ther 
t h a n t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h . For 

example , t h e C o m m i t t e e has c o m 
m e n t e d on such mat ters as w h e t h e r 
a par t icu lar exerc ise of min is ter ia l 
p o w e r c o n s t i t u t e s an ent ry in to an 
area more a p p r o p r i a t e for parl ia
m e n t a r y ac t ion a n d w h e t h e r de l 
ega ted legis lat ion conta ins material 
tha t s h o u l d m o r e appropr ia te ly 
have been p layed in an Act of Parlia
ment . 

There is s o m e d e b a t e as t o 
w h e t h e r Par l iament 's pos i t ive 
p o w e r of pass ing an Act d i f fe rs 
s ign i f icant ly f rom t h e nega t ive 
p o w e r of d i s a l l o w a n c e of an Ord in 
ance in provid ing secur i ty of tenure . 
The ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Service's legal adv ice has not in
d i c a t e d tha t t h i s is a s ign i f icant 
issue. 

De legated legis lat ion is t h e n o r m 
in t h e ACT. Terr i tor ia l O r d i n a n c e s 
are s u b j e c t to c l o s e s c r u t i n y by 
Par l iament a n d even d i s a l l o w a n c e 
by its c o m m i t t e e s . W h y s h o u l d park 
m a n a g e m e n t be t r e a t e d any diff
e rent ly t o all o ther mat te rs a f fec t ing 
t h e l ives of ACT res iden ts (wel fare, 
h o u s i n g , t raf f ic etc.)? Moreover , it is 
w o r t h no t ing than an e l e c t e d gov
e r n m e n t can revoke t h e p r o t e c t e d 
s ta tus of land reserved u n d e r e i ther 
a C o m m o n w e a l t h Act or an ACT 
O r d i n a n c e if it has t h e necessary 
par l iamentary major i ty and bel ieves 
it has pol i t ica l s u p p o r t in t h e e lec
torate . Leg is la t ion (both A c t s and 
Ord inances) mere ly prov ides a 
process w h i c h must be f o l l o w e d to 
ach ieve s t a t u t o r y revoca t ion or 
o ther a m e n d m e n t s t o p r o t e c t e d 
status . That p r o c e s s has t o o c c u r in 
publ ic (ie Par l iament) u n d e r ACT or 
o ther C o m m o n w e a l t h leg is la t ion . 

THE NATURE 
CONSERVATION 
ORDINANCE 
The Nature Conservation Ordinance 
1 9 8 0 is t h e pr inc ipa l leg is la t ion f o r 
m a n a g i n g natura l a reas in t h e ACT. 
The O r d i n a n c e is now equ iva len t t o 
o ther C o m m o n w e a l t h a n d s ta te leg
is la t ion in p rov id ing for t h e prep
a ra t ion a n d / o r a m e n d m e n t of 



m a n a g e m e n t p lans for reserved 
areas, pub l ic par t i c ipa t ion in that 
p rocess and management m acc
o rdance w i th the p repa red plan. 
Proposa ls for the c rea t ion , amend 
ment and /o r revocat ion of reserves, 
as wel l as m a n a g e m e n t p lans for 
t hose reserves, must be tab led 
be fo re bo th Houses of Par l iament . 
This p rov ides the pub l ic p rocess for 
any a l te ra t ions to the p r o t e c t e d 
sta tus of all lands a f fec ted by the 
Ord inance . 

Any member of e i ther House may 
move a mot ion of d i sa l l owance of 
any of these proposals wi th in f i f teen 
si t t ing days. Any mot ion made wi th in 
th is per iod and not s u b s e q u e n t l y 
w i t h d r a w n is d e b a t e d by the House 
in wh i ch it was made and. if earned, 
t h e p roposed leg is la t ion is w i th 
d rawn. The Namadg i M a n a g e m e n t 
Plan has been app roved by Parlia
ment and any a m e n d m e n t s to it 
mus t be tab led in Parliament and 
be subject to the process previously 
ou t l i ned . The issu ing of new leases 
or l i cences w i th in reserves is pre
c l u d e d under Sec t i on 51(b) of the 
Ord inance . 

These p rocesses and prov is ions 
prov ide a r igorous ana ef fec t ive 
sys tem of ensu r ing no u n w a r r a n t e d 
or i ncompa t ib le d e v e l o p m e n t s or 
mod i f i ca t ions occur in or to reserves 
in the ACT as wel l as prov id ing 
secur i t y ot tenure . 

The S e p t e m b e r 1987 NPA Bul l
e t in re fer red to the House of Rep
resenta t i ves S tand ing C o m m i t t e e 
on Env i ronment and Conserva t ion 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n re la t ing to the 
dec la ra t ion of Namadg i under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Con
servation (NPWC) Act 1975. The 
C o m m i t t e e ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
reads: 

Namadg i Na t iona l Park be de
c la red a nat iona l park under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Con
servation Act 1975 but that th is 
dec la ra t ion not p r o c e e d unt i l the 
Depar tmen t of Ter r i to r ies and 
the Austral ian Nat ional Pa rksand 
Wi ld l i fe Serv ice agree to the 
Di rector of the Serv ice de leg 
at ing all his respons ib i l i t i es and 
powers under the Act. as they 
apply to Namadg i . to the Depart 
ment of Terr i tor ies. 

The only re levant r e fe rence to 
de lega t i on in e i ther the Nature 
Conservation Ordinance or the 
NPWC Act is Sec t i on 20 (3) of the 
Act. wh i ch s ta tes ; 

a de lega t i on under th is sec t ion 

is revocab le at wil l and d o e s not 
prevent the exerc ise of a power 
or the pe r f o rmance ot a func t ion 
by the Director . 

NAMING OF RESERVES 
The Nature Conservation Ordinance 
nei ther p resc r ibes nor p rosc r ibes 
the use of any c lass i f i ca t ion or label 
for reserved areas. W h e t h e r th is 
cons t i t u tes a w e a k n e s s in the Ord
inance is a matter of personal judge
ment. The issue appears to be 
w h e t h e r the va lue of a park der ives 
f rom its name or f rom the pro tec t ion 
it is a f fo rded t h r o u g h its manage
ment. There appears to be more to 
be g a i n e d f rom improving manage
ment p rac t ices than f rom improv ing 
the leg is lat ive basis for the name. 
O the r a m e n d m e n t s to the Nature 
Conservation Ordinance, therefore, 
have had a h igher pr ior i ty 

The use of the 'national park' 
label con fo rms to the cr i ter ia estab
l ished by the In te rna t iona l Un ion 
for the Conse i va t i on of Na tu re and 
Natura l Resou rces ( IUCN). These 
cr i ter ia are app l ied t h roughou t 
Austra l ia and refer to a reserve 
where management act ion has been 
in i t ia ted to p ro tec t a c o m b i n a t i o n of 
conserva t ion and recrea t ion values. 
The label is used qu i te d i f fe rent ly 
and more l iberal ly in Aust ra l ia than 
is t he case in c o m p a r a b l e overseas 
coun t r i es (eg USA and Canada). 
There are over 3 0 0 nat iona l parks 
in Aust ra l ia wh i le there are on ly 37 
in the USA and on ly 2 8 in the who le 
of Canada. This is largely because 
land use con t ro l and m a n a g e m e n t 
is a state rather than federal respon
sibi l i ty under the Aus t ra l ian Const
i tu t ion. 

The Counc i l of Na tu re Conserv
a t ion Min is te rs ( C O N C O M ) has 
c o n c l u d e d that t he ex i s t i ng c lass
i f icat ion of rese rved areas re f lec ts 
the d iverse legal , po l i t ica l , soc ia l 
and other c i rcumstances in Austral ia 
and does not easi ly lend itself to fit 
the IUCN C o m m i s s i o n on Nat iona l 
Parks and Pro tec ted Areas (CN PPA) 
C lass i f i ca t ion Sys tem. 

CONCLUSION 
The un ique or ig ins of the ACT have 
p rov ided it w i th a po l i t ica l , legal and 
admin is t ra t i ve f r amework d i f ferent 
f rom that opera t ing a n y w h e r e e lse 
in Aus t ra l ia at e i the r Federa l or 
S ta te levels. This means that the 
role of Par l iament in cont ro l l ing land 
use canno t easi ly be c o m p a r e d to 

mode ls p rov ided by s ta te par l ia
men ts or even to the Federa l Parl
iament 's role in o the r C o m m o n 
wea l th issues. This shou ld not be 
in te rp re ted as a lack of par l iament 
ary overs igh t of land use. inc lud ing 
natura l and cu l tura l conserva t ion , 
w i th in the ACT The fac ts are that 
the cont ro ls are di f ferent rather than 
absent . Areas of the ACT reserved 
under the Nature Conserva t ion 
Ord inance enjoy a secur i ty of tenure 
and p ro tec t ion f rom inappropr ia te 
exp lo i ta t ion at least equ iva len t to 
the p ro tec t i on avai lab le under any 
o ther leg is la t ion e l sewhe re in Aus
tralia. 

1989 Churchi l l 
Fel lowships 

for overseas study 
The Church i l l Trust inv i tes appl ic
a t ions f rom Aust ra l ians , of 18 years 
and over f rom all wa lks of life w h o 
wish to be cons idered for a Churchi l l 
Fe l lowsh ip to under take , dur ing 
1989. an overseas s tudy pro iect 
that wil l e n h a n c e then use fu lness 
to the Aus t ra l ian commun i t y . A 

No p resc r ibed qua l i f i ca t ions are" 
requ i red , meri t be ing the pr imary 
test whether based on past achieve
men ts or d e m o n s t r a t e d abi l i ty for 
fu tu re ach ievemen t 

Fe l lowsh ips are a w a r d e d ann
ual ly to those who have a l ready 
es tab l i shed t hemse l ves in their 
ca l l ing. They are not awa rded for 
the purpose of ob ta in ing h igher 
academic or formal qua l i f i ca t ions 

Deta i ls may be ob ta i ned by 
send ing a self add ressed s t a m p e d 
enve lope to. 
T h e W i n s t o n C h u r c h i l l M e m o r i a l 
T r u s t , 2 1 8 N o r t h b o u r n e Ave. 
Braddon. ACT 2 6 0 1 . 

C o m p l e t e d app l i ca t ion fo rms and 
repor ts f rom three re fe rees must 
be s u b m i t t e d by M o n d a y 29 Feb
ruary 1 988 . 



Bui ld ing A Home To Tread Lightly 
On The Landscape 

Trevor Lee° 

" D i d y o u k n o w tha t t h e per fec t solar 
h o u s e s i te is c o m i n g up for a u c t i o n 
in a fo r tn igh t?" 

So sa id a f r i end one e v e n i n g a 
l i t t le over a year a f ter w e had m o v e d 
to C a n b e r r a f r o m t h e Nor thern Terr
itory. W e had fond ly h o p e d tha t 
be ing n e a r e r t o t h e k insh ip fami l ies 
w o u l d make t h e c o l d w in te rs bear
ab le but it w a s apparent now that 
bet ter she l te r was n e e d e d if w e 
w e r e to stay. This o p p o r t u n i t y t h e n 
w a s t o o g o o d t o let pass, a n d w i t h 
such a c lue t h e s i te of our new 
h o m e w a s not hard to f ind. 

At t h e eastern e n d of Fadden 
w a s a patch of g r o u n d w i th a nor th
erly s lope on t h e s ide of t h e knol l 
w h i c h s e p a r a t e d that snug s u b u r b 
f rom t h e broader sprawl beyond . 
W i t h o u t lega l ly p r o t e c t e d solar 
access , t h e nor ther ly s lope w a s 
essent ia l to ensure that our h o u s e 
w o u l d not be shaded out by ne igh
bour ing bu i ld ings or by incons id 
e ra te landscap ing . And, for passive 
solar des ign w h e r e t h e nor ther ly 
w i n d o w s are t h e solar co l lec tors , it 
can a lso g ive a p leasant o u t l o o k 
b e y o n d your o w n s i te if t h e house 
a n d landscap ing are d e s i g n e d 
accord ing ly . 

There w a s a g r o u p of a dozen or 
so u n s o l d b locks w h i c h met t h e 
solar descr ip t ion but t h e r e w a s no 
c o n f u s i o n as to w h i c h one w a s per
fect. The knol l was just h igh e n o u g h 
to be dec la red a nature reserve, s o 
t h e h ighest b locks in t h e g r o u p 
were to have the bush for a ne igh 
bour for a lways. Moreover , one of 
t h e m w a s a bat t leaxe block, isolated 
f rom the street and feel ing a t tached 
to its natural set t ing. Standing there , 
w e c o u l d easi ly see how landscap
ing c o u l d let us pre tend that suburb
ia just wasn ' t there . W e loved it. 

It is, of course, a l itt le euphemis t ic 
to cal l t h i s e n v i r o n m e n t "natura l" 
w h e n it had probab ly been in ten
sively g r a z e d for a century or more. 
Cer ta in ly it had scant topso i l a n d 
lacked t h e p resence of y o u n g trees. 
W o r s e st i l l , t h e t h r e e g r a n d o l d 
ones left in t h e v ic in i ty were "des
igned out" by t h e surveyors and the 
E lect r ic i ty Author i ty w h i c h f o l l o w e d 
t h e m . The resu l t ing o p e n grass land 

The house as seen from the Nature Reserve Photograph by Trevor Lee 

The house from the front Photograph by Trevor Lee 



wil l b e w i t h u s f o r a w h i l e now. a long 
w i th its tire risk m summer hol idays, 
but tne : , ! • ( • - • • , have prov ided us 
wi th see; ; ••>•.,•• 'NR the long restor
a t ion ;.):,-_•( - i ; i j l addens us to 
know that it :^ •. i^ i -v h a p p e n i n g in 
our wake. 

W e rather imag ined that on such 
a per fect s i te the house w o u l d 
des ign itself, but it took th ree att
emp ts be fore that happened . Jud i th 
and I w e i e seek ing four ob jec t i ves 
b e y o n d wha t most peop le want 
f rom their home: 
1 To max imise the use of natura l 
energy f lows to ach ieve comfor tab le 
t e m p e r a t u r e s indoors w i th a min
imum of fuel c o n s u m p t i o n ; 

2. To a l lude to the co lou rs and 
fo rms of rural Austra l ia , par t icu lar ly 
as v iewed f rom the nature reserve 
ly ing h igher and to the sou th ; 

3. To re ta in as much as poss ib le of 
the ra inwater rece ived to en r i ch the 
si te 's vege ta t i on w i t hou t the long 
te rm use of i r r igat ion; a n d 

4 To use se lec t i ve p lan t ing and 
e a r t h w o r k s ins tead of f ences to 
g ive pr ivacy wh i le c rea t i ng the i l lus
ion of our home be ing an in tegra l 
part of the b roader reserve. 

The first des ign dec is ion was to 
nest le the house into the hi l ls ide. 
This reduces its apparen t size and 
p r o m i n e n c e wh i le at the same t ime 
bury ing much of i ts sou the rn wal ls, 
r educ ing the heat losses in w in te r 
and g iv ing the coo lness of a cel lar 
in summer The " spo i l " g e n e r a t e d 
by the excava t ion was spread to the 
nor th of the house to p rov ide a 
smal l and re lat ive ly flat area of lawn 
enc losed by a low "dam wal l " . This 
t raps the escap ing ra inwater and 
s e n d s it down a s lo t ted dra in under 
the grove of frui t t rees to let it soak 
deep ly into the g round . But, perhaps 
more impor tant ly , w i t h its cover of 
dense sh rubbery it fo rms the v isual 
barr ier b e t w e e n us and suburb ia 
beyond . 

Next c a m e the bu i ld ing form. 
Jud i th hai ls f rom rural New Sou th 
Wa les and w a n t e d our home to 
ref lect that fact as wel l as r espond 
to the rural se t t i ng it en joys. And for 
t he rma l e f f i c iency I w a n t e d to bui ld 
it of ins ide-ou t -b r i ck -veneer so that 
the heat s to rage of the br icks w o u l d 
be snug ly ins ide t he insu la t ion in 
the wal ls. These two t h e m e s c a m e 
toge the r in the dec is ion to use 
curved cor ruga ted iron wall c ladding 
in an al legor ical compos i t i on of rain
wa te r tanks and on- farm si los 
c a p p e d w i th gen t l y cu rved roofs. 

" W e don' t want that sort of th ing 
in Canber ra" , was the response of 
the Nat iona l Capi ta l D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o m m i s s i o n w h e n they app roved 
the des ign on the cond i t i on that w e 
paint the wal ls to derural ise it. Sadly, 
they s e e m e d unaware of the unsufa-
u rban n iche their subd iv i s ion had 
c rea ted and were re luc tan t to 
embrace any th ing b e y o n d their 
brie k-n-ti le norm. For tunate ly , 
however , the Des ign and Si t ing 
Appea ls Tr ibunal had a l i t t le more 
v is ion and the cond i t i on was duly 
removed . 

Of course , the form had also to 
incorpora te large norther ly w indows 
to admi t the power of the low w in te r 
sun ; and to reta in f lex ib i l i ty in furn
i ture p lacemen t w e bui l t t h ree s tub-
T rombe wal ls of Masonry just inside 
them. These met re h igh wal ls wo rk 
like solar-charged heat banks; be ing 
w a r m e d dur ing the day to abou t 
f or ty - f i ve deg rees and then , insul
a ted f rom the n ight 's co ld by the 
g lass and cur ta ins , they give up 
their heat to the house w h e n it is 
n e e d e d most . 

The c o m b i n a t i o n of nor ther ly 
w indows, s tub-Trombe wal ls, inside-
ou t -b r i ck -veneer cons t ruc t i on and 
ear th -she l te r ing wo rks beaut i fu l ly 
In two w in te rs now, one of t hem 
get t ing down to minus nine degrees, 
w e have only used our s low combus
t ion w o o d heater for a to ta l of for ty 
hours. For t he rest of the t ime the 
sun has kept us comfo r tab l y wa rm 
and o f ten basked us de l ight fu l ly . 

Ge t t i ng techn ica l , our house 
hea t ing is n inety- f ive p e r c e n t solar. 
Add that to the fact that e ighty- f ive 
per cen t of our hot wa te r is solar 
hea ted and the resul t is a home 
w h i c h c o n s u m e s on ly a quar ter of 
the energy of conven t i ona l houses. 
And it's beaut i fu l ly coo l in summer , 
too. The m a x i m u m - m i n i m u m therm
o m e t e r in the lounge has never 
read over 27 deg rees even t hough 
w e have yet to instal l the cu rved 
shades over the nor ther ly g lass. 

As for our des i re to be i n teg ra ted 
into a re- t reed reserve, w e wi l l have 
to wai t a whi le . But wha t a g lo r i ous 
p lace to wait . 

A solar house is a del ight. Outs ide 
of the t rop ics, it 's hard to be l ieve 
that anyone cou ld be happy in any
th ing else. 

Trevor Lee currently works as the 
Senior Architect lor Energy Manage
ment with the Department of Hous
ing and Construction and is also the 

Honorary Secretary of theANZ Solar 
Energy Society. He and his family 
are keen advocates of solar housing 
in wintery places and never miss a 
chance to tell people how it can be 
done 

The ANZ Solar Energy Society 
can be contacted through the Envir
onment Centre tor information on 
solar housing and other activities in 
the Canberra area. They also operate 
a very popular Solar House Tour 
every winter to help intending home-
makers to appreciate and discern 
amongst solar housing concepts. 
Interested people are invited to 
register their interest now lor future 
tours 

m -_ SOLAR 
PROGRESS 

Want to keep up to date on this important s u b j e c t ^ 
And perhaps even helo the progress l o h a p p e n " ^ 

Join L

t } ; - ' . ^ . ' - - ' zL - , ' i 

.'. '[•!.' exists to promole Ihe use and 
development o l all fo rms o l solar energy 
throughout Australasia and publ ishes ihe 
magazine SOLAR PROGRESS to keep people 
informed of this r ich and renewable energy source. 

n Want to know more? 
(03)556 2242 

• Want t o jo in ? 
($A30'year, s tudents etc SA20 year) 

Contact: ANZSES Administrator 
PO Box 26, 

Hjghett, VIC 3190 
Australia. 
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The Fire History of Rotten Swamp 
Robin L Clark* 

Rot ten S w a m p is an o p e n area of 
about th i r ty hectares, a cold air drain
a g e bas in w i t h i n s n o w g u m {Euc
alyptus pauciflora) fo res t on t h e 
sadd le b e t w e e n Mt Kel ly a n d Nam
adg i Peak in t h e s o u t h of t h e ACT, 
see map. The s w a m p is at an a l t i tude 
of a b o u t 1 4 5 0 m e t r e s a n d f o r m s 
t h e h e a d w a t e r s of L i c k i n g Hole 
Creek , w h i c h d r a i n s nor th -wes t in to 
t h e C o t t e r River a b o v e Cor in Dam. 
Base rock is g r a n o d i o r i t e , w i t h o r g 
anic so i ls a n d peat on t h e g e n t l e 
s l o p e s of t h e c lea r ing a n d ske le ta l 
so i ls on t h e s t e e p e r f o r e s t s l o p e s 
a r o u n d . M o s t of t h e c lea r ing is cov
e r e d b y t u s s o c k g rass land , w i t h 
is lands of S n o w G u m s on rocky out 
c rops . 

Rot ten S w a m p is one of severa l 
s u b - a l p i n e b o g s severe ly b u r n e d in 
t h e G u d g e n b y f i re in t h e s o u t h e r n 
part of t h e ACT in J a n u a r y 1 9 8 3 . 
The b o g s w e r e e x c e p t i o n a l l y d r y as 
t h e f i re f o l l o w e d a l o n g d rought . O n 
Rot ten S w a m p t h e f i re w a s of suff
ic ient i n t e n s i t y to burn in to t h e mar
g i n s of Sphagnum h u m m o c k s and, 
in s o m e cases , t o burn out t h e 
c e n t r e s of h u m m o c k s by car ry ing 
d o w n shrubs . S o m e areas of 
Sphagnum may have b e e n c o m p 
le te ly r e m o v e d by t h e f i re. 

Fo l low ing t h e 1 9 8 3 f i re on ly o n e 
ex tens ive a r e a of Sphagnum crist-
atum c o u l d be f o u n d , but most of 
t h e s t ream c o u r s e s w e r e l ined inter
m i t t e n t l y w i t h Sphagnum. Ear l ier 
air p h o t o g r a p h s s u g g e s t tha t t h e 
a rea of Sphagnum w a s g r e a t e r in 
t h e past. 

Sphagnum b o g s are c o m m o n in 
t h e h e a d w a t e r s of s t r e a m s in t h e 
r a n g e s t o t h e w e s t a n d s o u t h o f 
Canberra . M o s t are s p r i n g - f e d a n d 
can c o v e r large areas, as at Gin in i 
Flats, or l ine s t r e a m s w h e r e g r a d 
ients are low. Sphagnum s tab i l ises 
b o t h t h e s o i l s ' s u r f a c e a n d s t r e a m 
b a n k s a n d a c t s as a f i l ter, r e m o v i n g 
s u s p e n d e d s e d i m e n t . Sphagnum 
b o g s a l ter t h e h y d r o l o g y of s t r e a m s 
by i m p e d i n g f l o w and re ta in ing 
water , t h u s p r e v e n t i n g e r o s i o n 
d o w n s t r e a m in w h a t w o u l d other 
w i s e be e x t r e m e runoff even ts a n d 
by m a i n t a i n i n g a more c o n s t a n t 
f l o w b e t w e e n events . T h e s e h igh 
m o u n t a i n s w a m p s are i m p o r t a n t in 
m a i n t a i n i n g w a t e r q u a l i t y in ' the 

E u c a l y p t u s w o o d l a n d 

G r a s s l a n d / H e a t h / 
S p h a g n u m 

M a p of R o t t e n S w a m p and, inset, its loca t ion in t h e 
Aust ra l ian Capi ta l Terr i tory . 

Cot te r River c a t c h m e n t for Can
berra 's w a t e r supply . 

Fo l low ing t h e G u d g e n b y f i re, t h e 
q u e s t i o n w a s asked: w o u l d t h e 
b u r n e d Sphagnum r e g e n e r a t e nat
ural ly or s h o u l d m e a s u r e s b e t a k e n 
t o e n c o u r a g e r e g e n e r a t i o n ? To 
prov ide part of t h e a n s w e r it w a s 
d e c i d e d t o inves t iga te t h e f i re hist
ory of R o t t e n S w a m p t o f i n d out if 
t h e s w a m p had b u r n e d be fore and, 
if it had, how long it t o o k for Sphag
num t o regenera te . 

R e g e n e r a t i o n of t h e v e g e t a t i o n 
fo l low ing t h e f i re is be ing m o n i t o r e d 
a long p e r m a n e n t t r a n s e c t s by t h e 
ACT Parks a n d C o n s e r v a t i o n Serv
ice. There are no h is tor ica l records 
of f i res on t h e s w a m p b e f o r e 1 9 8 3 , 
but it is l ike ly tha t ear ly s e t t l e r s 

b u r n e d t h e a r e a f r e q u e n t l y t o p r o m 
o t e new g r o w t h of grass f o r s t o c k 
m o v e d in to t h e m o u n t a i n s for 
s u m m e r graz ing . Later, f i res may 
have b e e n set by rangers s t a t i o n e d 
a t C o t t e r Hut. As wel l , smal l l i gh tn ing 
f i res may have b u r n e d t h e s w a m p 
w i t h o u t b e i n g n o t i c e d or recorded . 

To d iscover w h e t h e r t h e Sphag
num had b u r n e d b e f o r e and , if so, 
h o w long it took to regenerate , cores 
w e r e t a k e n t h r o u g h t h e peat a n d 
s a m p l e s a n a l y s e d f o r po l l en , char
coa l a n d s o m e plant remains . T h e 
c o r e s w e r e t i e d in t o t h e g e n e r a l 
s t ra t ig raphy of t h e r e m a i n i n g 
Sphagnum area. R a d i o c a r b o n 
d a t i n g gave t h e age of t h e peat at 
e i g h t y - t h r e e t o e i g h t y - e i g h t c e n t i 
m e t r e s d e p t h as 4 5 7 0 + or — 1 1 0 



B P ( B e f o r e Present) From this date 
and the first ev idence of European 
f i res an age -dep th re la t ionsh ip was 
es tab l i shed The es t ima ted t ime 
that peat accumu la t i on began is 
about 10.000 years ago. Pol len 
ana lys is s h o w e d that at some t ime 
before 10,000 BP, alp ine cond i t ions 
preva i led at Ro t ten Swamp, w i th 
the t ree- l ine wel l be low its present 
level. Euca lyp ts were es tab l i shed 
a round the s w a m p before peat 
began accumu la t i ng , and there has 
been l i t t le c h a n g e in the su r round
ing vege ta t i on over the past 1 0 ,000 
years 

C h a n g e s in the vege ta t i on on 
the swamp itself a round 1500 to 
2 0 0 0 years ago sugges t a c h a n g e 
to wet te r cond i t ions , due to increas
ed p rec ip i ta t ion , dec reased evap
o ra t ion or local hydro log ica l 
changes . S w a m p vege ta t i on 
c h a n g e s about 60 to 100 years ago 
ind ica te a reversal to dr ier cond
it ions. 

These vege ta t i on c h a n g e s corr
e s p o n d to c h a n g e s in fire reg ime as 
ind ica ted by charcoa l . Cl imat ic 
c h a n g e is suf f ic ient to exp la in the 
ear l ier inc rease in a b u n d a n c e of 
charcoa l a l though there might have 
been a c h a n g e in Abor ig ina l f ire 
p i c s s u i e , 

Large, u n w e a t h e r e d charcoa l 
f r agmen ts found above twenty-
th ree cen t ime t res in the peat core 
p robab ly remain f rom f i res lit by 
s t ockmen be tween about 1850 and 
1880 . The dec rease in charcoa l 
after about ninety years ago testi f ies 
to t he success of f i re p revent ion 
and suppress ion measures used 
th is century . 

The vege ta t i on record sugges ts 
that Rot ten S w a m p is dr ier now 
than in p re -European t imes. This is 
probably because d a m a g e of 
s t ream banks by s tock inc reased 
dra inage from the swamp. Droughts 
as severe as that wh ich p r e c e d e d 
the 1983 fire must have o c c u r r e d in 
the past, even if in f requent ly , but, if 
the s w a m p re ta ined more water 
than it does now, it may never have 
dr ied out suf f ic ient ly for the Sphag
num to burn. Because of i nc reased 
dra inage, the e f fec ts of the 1983 
f ire were un ique in the 10 ,000 year 
history of Ro t ten Swamp, but are 
l ikely to recur. 

To main ta in wa te r qua l i ty in the 
Cot ter River it is des i rab le that 
Sphagnum bogs, such as Rot ten 
Swamp, be res tored to s o m e t h i n g 
app roach ing their s ta te be fore 
European se t t lement . The veget 

at ion wi l l con t i nue to change 
t h rough plant success ion and in 
response to c l imat ic c h a n g e and 
ex t reme env i ronmen ta l events , but 
it is the regenera t ion and con t inu i t y 
of Sphagnum that is impor tant for 
water qual i ty. If f i res at Rot ten 
S w a m p in the past des t royed 
Sphagnum, t he re is no ev idence to 
sugges t their e f fec ts were last ing. 
At Gin in i Flats, an area c lea red of 
Sphagnum in 1940 regenera ted 
w i th in th i r ty years and is now 
a lmost i nd is t ingu ishab le f rom un
d i s tu rbed parts of the swamp. A 
long t rench th rough the peat at 
Gin in i was cut in 1 938 ; Sphagnum 
is now g row ing over the t rench near 
the ups lope spr ing l ine, but down-
s lope areas remain dry for s o m e 
met res e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e t r e n c h a n d 
there is no Sphagnum. 

Regenera t i on of Sphagnum over 
large areas at Rot ten S w a m p may 
not be poss ib le unt i l regrowth on 
s t ream banks impedes dra inage. 
Natura l regrowth wi l l take many 
years and wil l depend on the overal l 
c l imate and on the f requency of 
in tense rainfal l , d rought and fires. 

Obs t ruc t ions across s t ream cour
ses, such as those be ing used by 
the ACT Parks and Conserva t ion 
Service, cou ld speed up this process 
by reduc ing s t ream f low and by 
wate r -sp read ing . These obst ruc t 
ions shou ld be mon i to red to ensure 
they are not c rea t ing new channe ls . 
W h e n the remain ing Sphagnum 
a long s t ream courses at Rot ten 
S w a m p regenera tes suf f ic ient ly to 
impede d ra inage and to s low run
off, then the Sphagnum on the 
s lopes shou ld be ab le to sp read 
f rom ex is t ing areas, and. perhaps, 
co lon ise or reco lon ise other parts 
of the swamp. 

Dr Clark is a Research Scientist 
with the CSIRO Division ot Water 
Resources Research. Canberra. 
The above article is an abridged 
version of a report prepared for f / i e ^ f c 
ACT Parks and Conservation Serv-^m 
ice in August 1986. 
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iflK and Objects of the Association 
Promotion of national parks and of measures for the 
protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural 
features In the Australian Capital Territory and else
where, and the reservation of specific areas. 
Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor re
creation areas. 
Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoy
ment of, such natural phenomena by organised field 
outings, meetings or any other means. 
Co-operation with organisations and persons having 
similar interests and objectives. 
Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation, 
and the planning of land-use to achieve conservation. 

POINTS TO NOTE 

N e w f a c e s t o l ead , n e w p l a c e s t o g o I 
P lease h e l p t o k e e p o u r O u t i n g s P r o g r a m al ive b y v o l u n t e e r i n g 
to l ead a w a l k o c c a s i o n a l l y . 
C o n t a c t W a l k s C o n v e n o r Ian H a y n e s o n 51 4 7 6 2 (h). 

All p e r s o n s j o i n i n g a n o u t i n g of t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n 
of t h e A.C.T. d o s o a s v o l u n t e e r s In all r e s p e c t s a n d as s u c h 
a c c e p t s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for a n y In jury h o w s o e v e r i n c u r r e d 
a n d t h e N a t i o n a l Parks A s s o c i a t i o n of t h e A.C.T., Its o f f i ce 
b e a r e r s a n d a p p o i n t e d l e a d e r s a re a b s o l v e d f r o m a n y l iabi l i ty In 
r e s p e c t of a n y in ju ry o r d a m a g e s u f f e r e d wh i ls t e n g a g e d in any 
s u c h o u t i n g . 

The C o m m i t t e e s u g g e s t s a d o n a t i o n of F I V E c e n t s per k i l o m e t r e 
( c a l c u l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t do l lar ) b e o f f e r e d to t h e dr iver by e a c h 
p a s s e n g e r a c c e p t i n g t ransport . Dr ive a n d wa lk d i s t a n c e s q u o t e d 
In t h e P r o g r a m are fo r a p p r o x i m a t e r e t u r n j o u r n e y s . 

OUTINGS PROGRAM 

December 1987 - February 1988 

O U T I N G S G U I D E 
D a y W a l k s - Carry l u n c h , d r i n k s & p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g 
P a c k W a l k s - T w o or m o r e days , c a r r y all f o o d a n d c a m p i n g 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . C O N T A C T L E A D E R B Y W E D N E S D A Y . 
C a r C a m p s - O t t e n l i m i t e d o r n o f a c i l i t i e s , V e h i c l e s t a k e n t o s l t e c a n 

b e u s e d fo r c a m p i n g . B O O K W I T H L E A D E R EARLY. 
O t h e r ac t i v i t i es i n c l u d e N a t u r e R a m b l e s , F i e l d G u i d e S t u d i e s , S k i 
T o u r s , S n o w Craf ts , T r e e M a i n t e n a n c e a n d o t h e r p r o j e c t s . 

DAY W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
A Up t o 15 k m , m a i n l y o n t r a c k s o r f o r e s t roads , re la t ive ly ffat t e r r a i n 

or s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s o p e n b u s h l a n d . 
B Up t o 2 0 k m , m a i n l y o n t r a c k s o r s h o r t e r w a l k s t h r o u g h t r a c k l e s s 

o p e n b u s h . 
C A s f o r ' B ' m a y i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r r a i n , I.e. h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g or s c r a m b l i n g or s t e e p te r ra in . 
D Up t o 3 0 k m , re la t ive ly e a s y t e r r a i n or less o v e r t r a c k l e s s or s t e e p 

te r ra in . 

P A C K W A L K S - G R A D I N G 
1 Up t o 14 k m a d a y over re la t ive ly e a s y t e r r a i n . 
2 Up t o 2 0 k m a day, may Involve l o n g a s c e n t s . 
3 As fo r '2' may i n c l u d e r o u g h e r t e r ra in , ie, h e a v y s c r u b , r o c k 

h o p p i n g or s c r a m b l i n g , 
4 S t r e n u o u s l o n g d i s t a n c e or m u c h s t e e p c l i m b i n g or v e r y d i f f i c u l t 

t e r ra in . 
5 E x p l o r a t o r y in an a r e a u n f a m i l i a r to t h e leader . 

A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n wi l l b e c o n t a i n e d i n t h e a c t u a l w a l k s p r o g r a m . If 
n e c e s s a r y c o n t a c t leader . 



D E C E M B E R 

5/6 December - Pack Walk (1 /2) 
Shoalhaven 
Leader: Nevil le Esau 86 4176 
Contact leader by Wednesday lor details of (his walk to the 
Shoalhaven River for a walk/swim weekend. 

6 December - Sunday Morning Walk (A) 
National Botanic Gardens Ret: Canberra Street Map 
Leader: Barrie Hadlow 88 1168 
Contact leader as numbers limited. NPA members only. 
Stroll around part of the Botanical Gardens viewing the 
flowers and possibly the glasshouses. People may choose 
to stay and have lunch in the gardens. 

9 December - Out ings Sub Commit tee Meet ing 
Meet al 1930 with ideas and details ol outings for March, 
April. May. Anybody with ideas or who would like to lead an 
outing please contact Outings Convenor ASAP. Ph 51 4762. 

12 December - Saturday History Tour (A) 
Various Sites Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Doreen Wi lson 88 5215 
Meet; Chisholm Shopping Centre 0900 for tour of Axe 
Grinding Groves, Canoe Tree, Rock Shelter and Farrers 
Grave. Bring Lunch. 40km drive. 

13 December - Sunday Annual Xmas Party 
Orroral Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: President 
Meet: Orroral picnic grounds at 1500 for annual NPA 
Xmas Party. Members and friends welcome. 

J A N U A R Y 

9/10 J a n u a r y - Pack Walk (4) 
Tuross Gorge Ret: Belowra 1:25 0 0 0 
Leader: Phil ip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk in 
Wadbilliga National Park. Plenty of rock scrambling and 
swimming with packs lo get through the gorge. 320km 
drive. 

16 /17 /18 January - Pack Walk (2/3) 
Brassy Mountains Ref: Khancoban 1:50 000 
Leader: Nick Gascoigne 51 5550 
Contact leader early for details of this walk in the central 
area of the KNP. See the flowers and alpine scenery. 
Numbers limited. 

16/17 January - Car Camp 
Kangaroo Valley Ref: Kiama 1:100 000 
Leaders: Ray and Joan H eg arty 81 3973 
Contact leaders early for details of this car camp and walks 
in the Kangaroo Valley. A 400 km drive. 

23 /24 January - Pack Walk 13/4) 
Brogo 
Leader: Garth Abercrombie 81 4907 
Contact leader early for details of this walk in the Brogo 
River area. 

' F E B R U A R Y 

6/7 February - Pack Walk (3/5) 
Ettrema/Shoalhaven Ret: Touga 1:25 0 0 0 
Leaders: Pat & Eric Pickering 86 2128 
Contact leaders by Wednesday (or details of this walk. 
Steep 300m ascent and descent, rock hopping, swimming 
in Water Race Ck to Shoalhaven or Ettrema Gorge depen
ding on conditions. 350 km drive. 

7 February - Sunday Walk 
Swamp Creek Ref: 1 MOO 000 
Leader: Dianne Thompson 88 6084 
Meet: Cotler Road/Eucumbene Drive 0930. Walk, swim, 
blackberry picking. Bring containers. 4 km walk and 40 km 
drive. 

5/6/7 February - Lodge Weekend 
Charlotte Pass Ref: Kosciusko 1:100 0 0 0 
Leader: Ian Haynes 51 4762 
Contact leader early for details of this weekend among the 
alpine flowers. 

13/14 February - Pack Walk (2) 
Styles Creek Ref: CMW Budawangs 
Leader: Philip Gatenby 54 3094 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk to (he 
head waters of Styles Creek. Either on tracks or through 
open country. 300 km drive. 

1 4 February - Sunday Walk 
Tidbinbi l la Nature Reserve Ref: ACT 1:100 000 
Leader: Laurie Adams 5 8 1 0 4 8 
Meet: Tidbinbilla Visitors Centre 1000 for Tree Guide 
instruction in the use of keys. Group I (and perhaps one or 
two wattles and eucalypts). 70 km drive. 

18 February - Thursday Weekday Walk (A) 
Tidbinbi l la Nature Reserve 
Leader: Gladys Joyce 95 6959 
Meet: Cotter Road/Eucumbene Drive 0930 for this walk in 
the nature reserve. 70 km drive. 

20/21 F e b r u a r y - P a c k Walk (1) 
Goodradigbee River Ret: ACT 1:100 0 0 0 
Leaden Fiona Brand 47 9538 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this easy 2 km 
walk for beginners and children, 160 km drive. 

21 February - Sunday Walk (A) 
Uriarra Crossing Ref: Act 1:100 000 
Leader: Beverly Hammond 88 6577 
Meet: Cotter Road/Eucumbene Drive 0900 for this morning 
walk along the river from Uriarra Crossing, 30 km drive. 

27/28 February - Pack Walk (2) 
Corang River Ref: CMW Budawangs 
Leader: Babette Scougal 48 7008 
Contact leader by Wednesday for details of this walk, swim 
and tilo trip along the Corang River, weather permitting. 
Base camp, but numbers limited. 300 km drive. 



Managing Firewood Gathering In Parks 
ft Phillips0 

Fi rewood usage is b e c o m i n g a prob
lem in many parks, par t icu lar ly in 
h igh use areas. By g a t h e r i n g f i re
w o o d , v is i tors are having a d e t r i 
menta l e f fect on vege ta t ion in and 
a r o u n d t h e s e we l l f r e q u e n t e d park 
areas. Not on ly fa l len b r a n c h e s are 
gathered for f i rewood, but also twigs, 
bark and even leaves, thus removing 
t h e natura l mu lch layer. This layer is 
impor tan t f o r s e e d g e r m i n a t i o n , as 
habi tat for g r o u n d - d w e l l i n g rept i les 
a n d soi l micro -organ isms, a n d ess
ent ia l for t h e soi l nu t r ien t cyc le . 

T h e i s s u e s 
B a n n i n g campf i res is an u n p o p 

ular m e a s u r e w i th v is i tors , part ic
ularly in c o l d weather , a n d can be 
ru led out in many parks. Prov id ing 
f i r ewood is not t h e long term answer 
ei ther, un less you have a char i tab le 
or serv ice o r g a n i s a t i o n to prov ide 
and sel l w o o d . F i rewood supp ly can 
be a usefu l add i t iona l too l in reduc
ing t h e w o o d g a t h e r i n g impact , but 
s u p p l y i n g f i r e w o o d t o all c a m p e r s 
by park staff is a c h o r e that takes 
away valuable t ime from otherareas , 
and in any case t h e w o o d st i l l has t o 
c o m e f r o m s o m e w h e r e . Parks are 
for p e o p l e t o recreate in, but natural 
area managers are s u p p o s e d to 
main ta in t h e conserva t ion va lues 
of parks in perpetu i ty . F i rewood 
g a t h e r i n g must be having a long 
t e r m ef fect on parks. There fore how 
d o w e r e c o n c i l e t h e issues of c a m p -
f i res a n d f i r e w o o d ga ther ing , and 
conserva t ion in parks? 

There are no per fec t so lu t ions 
but there are a n u m b e r of measures 
tha t can a l lev iate the p rob lem. 

S o m e s t r a t e g i e s 
Firstly, in h igh v is i ta t ion parks, 

c a m p i n g n e e d s t o be st r ic t ly c o n 
t ro l led . This m e a n s on ly allowing 
b u s h c a m p i n g in cer ta in areas. This 
can be unpopular , par t icu lar ly w i th 
many bushwalkers , w h o l ike t h e 
f r e e d o m of c a m p i n g w h e r e they 
want to. But in parks that are heavily 
used for b u s h w a l k i n g , it means tha t 
w o o d g a t h e r i n g wi l l be c o n f i n e d t o 
t h e i m m e d i a t e s u r r o u n d s of t h o s e 
areas. This r e m o v e s or r e d u c e s 
w o o d g a t h e r i n g in t h e rest of t h e 

park, a n d makes m o n i t o r i n g a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t of the prob lem easier, 
t h r o u g h in te rpre ta t ion and o t h e r 
measures . 

Secondly , w o o d g a t h e r i n g can 
be e f fect ive ly r e d u c e d by l imi t ing 
t h e n u m b e r of campf i res a l lowed . 
This app l ies most ly to c a r - c a m p i n g 
areas w h e r e proper f i rep laces or 
f i rep i ts can be c o n s t r u c t e d . T h e s e 
f i res i tes are c o n s t r u c t e d w i t h 
b e n c h e s p laced s t ra teg ica l ly f rom 
t h e f i replace, so that if t o o big a f i re 
is buil t , users c a n n o t sit d o w n at t h e 
b e n c h e s . The f i res i tes a re a lso 
d e s i g n e d so tha t m o r e t h a n o n e 
g r o u p of c a m p e r s can share t h e m . 
This can be unpopu la r as many 
c a m p e r s are ind iv idual is t ic a n d 
w a n t t h e i r o w n campf i re , next t o 
the i r tent . This is w h e r e s o m e inter
p re ta t ion of t h e p r o b l e m t o v is i tors 
c o m e s in, e i ther via leaf lets or per
sonal contact . By po in t ing out t h e 
poss ib le long t e r m e f fec ts of w o o d -
ga ther ing and t h e n e e d t o ba lance 
vis i tors ' n e e d s w i t h conserva t ion , 
p e o p l e may bet ter u n d e r s t a n d t h e 
p r o b l e m . 

T h e f i rep laces must be c l e a n e d 
out regular ly by parkstaf f t o e n a b l e 
c o n t i n u e d use of them. 

M t R e m a r k a b l e N a t i o n a l P a r k a s 
a c a s e s t u d y 

Firstly, there are only f o u r d e f i n e d 
c a m p i n g areas. If bushwalkers w a n t 
to c a m p e lsewhere t h e y have to ask 
permiss ion f rom staff. This is on ly 
g iven in cer ta in cases and c a m p i n g 
in some sensit ive areas is prohibi ted. 
E n f o r c e m e n t of t h i s requ i res foo t 
pat ro ls of w a l k i n g tra i ls by staff, 
par t icu lar ly in busy per iods. 

Secondly , campf i res are l imi ted 
to f i rep laces bui l t by park staff in 
t h e main ca r -camping area at 
M a m b r a y Creek. F i f ty - four d e f i n e d 
c a m p s i t e s a c c o m m o d a t e approx
imate ly f ive c a m p e r s per si te , a n d 
t w o s c h o o l s i tes t o g e t h e r a c c o m m 
odate a p p r o x i m a t e l y s ix ty t o sev
enty s t u d e n t s and teachers . There 
are only six campf i re si tes to service 
t h e main c a m p g r o u n d area a n d o n e 
c a m p f i r e s i te for each of t h e t w o 
s c h o o l s i tes. The s c h o o l s i te f i re
p laces are s imply c o n c r e t e pi ts 

w i th seats p o s i t i o n e d s t ra teg ica l ly 
c lose to d iscourage blazing bonfires. 

The f i rep laces in the ma in c a m p 
g r o u n d are d e s i g n e d to a l low th ree 
g r o u p s t o c o o k at o n c e on t h e one 
f i replace. Campf i res are s t r ic t ly 
c o n f i n e d to t h e s e s i tes a n d s o m e 
f i r e w o o d is s u p p l i e d on ly to s c h o o l 
g roups , w i th t h e s o u r c e usual ly 
be ing f rom f i re t rack works . W o o d -
ga ther ing is c o n t r o l l e d t o an ex tent 
by t h e n u m b e r of f i res ab le to be lit. 
O t h e r measures used to r e d u c e 
w o o d g a t h e r i n g in t h e park, are t h e 
b a n n i n g of w o o d b a r b e c u e s in t h e 
day v is i tor a rea at M a m b r a y Creek 
w i t h t h r e e gas b a r b e c u e s having 
been buil t . 

P rob lems are e n c o u n t e r e d in 
t h e form of t h e o d d c o m p l a i n t f r o m 
c a m p e r s about insuf f ic ient f i re
p laces, and f rom day v is i tors regar
d ing t h e b a n n i n g of w o o d barbe
cues. A n o t h e r p r o b l e m is t h e col l 
ec t ing of t ra i ler and b o o t - l o a d s of 
w o o d f rom o ther areas of t h e park 
by c a m p e r s dur ing busy per iods. 

Most of these p r o b l e m s can be 
s u r m o u n t e d v ia in te rpre ta t ion , te l l 
ing p e o p l e w h y t h e s e m e a s u r e s 
w e r e u n d e r t a k e n . 

T h e f u t u r e 
There are other methods by wh ich 

w o o d g a t h e r i n g can be r e d u c e d : 
. C a m p e r s may be able to br ing 
s o m e w o o d f r o m home, a n d s o m e 
a l ready do; 
. By not having c a m p f i r e s w h e n 
unnecessary (for example , in t h e 
midd le of a s u n n y day). 

The c a m p i n g publ ic can be 
educated away f rom these pract ices 
by in terpre ta t ive leaf lets and by 
park staff de ta i l ing ways in w h i c h 
f i r ewood usage can be r e d u c e d . 

The m e t h o d s in use at Mt Rem
arkab le Nat iona l Park do reduce 
f i r e w o o d ga ther ing , s t o p popu la r 
areas in parks f r o m b e c o m i n g eco
logica l ly poorer , a n d he lp re ta in 
campf i res as an a c c e p t a b l e part of 
park use. 

° Ranger, Mt Remarkable National 
Park, South Australian NPWS 
Reprinted from Australian Ranger 
Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 4 1986, p19. 



Just Briefly-

it is a lways m t ^ e s L n g to hear about 
Na t iona l Paiko ;n var ious par ts of 
th is count ry , as for most of the year, 
a large pe rcen tage of NPA members 
are l imi ted to w e e k e n d visi ts to 
Namadg i and c lose NSW Parks. 
S o m e t i m e s the ' t rave l l ing ones ' 
favour us wi th desc r ip t i ve ar t ic les 
and pho tog raphs . S o m e t i m e s they 
are g e n e r o u s e n o u g h to con t r i bu te 
to Just Briefly' 

Audrey a n d Char les Hi l l we re 
a c c o m p a n i e d by Barbara and Sid 
Comfo r t on their most recent 
nor ther ly tour w h i c h t ook them 
foss ick ing at L igh tn ing Ridge before 
re lax ing in s o m e nor the rn NSW 
Nat iona l Parks. Foss ick ing pro
d u c e d no wor ld f a m o u s 'opal extra
o rd ina i re ' but a tew in te res t ing 
s t ones w i th s o m e colour . However , 
later on in Kyog le . Barbara hit the 
jackpo t by w inn ing a large tray of 
very w e l c o m e fruit a n d vegetab les . 

The t rave l lers v is i ted Washpoo l 
Nat iona l Park wh ich ad jo ins Gibra l 
tar Range Na t iona l Park (be tween 
Glen fnnes a n d Graf ton) and con
sists of var ied forest types. Cur iosi ty 
doesn ' t a lways ' k i l l the cat'. Char les 
tel ls of a t rack in this Park w h i c h 
took t hem on to a w o o d e n p la t fo rm, 
to one s ide of wh ich was a very 
pret ty water fa l l . The p la t form, bui l t 
over a creek to a s ide gul ly, had a 
t rapdoor in it, but wi th no exp lan
atory not ice. Fasc ina ted by this, 
Char les l i f ted the t rapdoor to dis
cover . . . two mugs and a soup ladle 
on a long cha in - the means of 
ob ta in ing a dr ink f rom the c lear 
s t ream below. 

In a ra in forest in W a s h p o o l Nat
ional Park, they c a m e across a very 
o ld t ree. Abou t f ive f e e t u p the t runk 
w a s a ly reb i rd 's nest c o m p l e t e w i t h 
chick. A long c a m e one of the adu l t 
b i rds w h i c h s ta r ted a d isp lay per
fo rmance , p robab ly in an a t t emp t to 
d ist ract the on looke rs away f rom 
the nest. It t hen b e g a n sc ra t ch ing 
for food, f o l l owed c lose ly by a t iny 
sc rub w ren scaveng ing insec ts in 
its wake . Char les th inks that the 
b i rds were poss ib ly the Albert's 
Lyreb i rd , d i s t r i bu t ion of w h i c h is 
con f ined to ex t reme SE Queens land 
and NE NSW. 

* • • 

On ano the r ly reb i rd no te - Bever ly 
H a m m o n d and o the rs on Ross 
Car l ton 's walk in Augus t w e r e 
as ton i shed to see a ly reb i rd rock-
hopp ing its way up the s t ra ight 
s ides of the Big Hole f rom way 
down. Incidental ly, only one duck ing 
occu r red dur ing the Shoa lhaven 
c ross ing , and that fo r tuna te l y w a s 
on the way back! 

• * * 
O n c e aga in the Pres ident 's BBQ 
was mar red by rain. Last year on ly 
four hopefu ls ar r ived at the venue, 
and two o the rs go t lost seek ing it in 
cons tan t heavy rain. At least th is 
year, the rain he ld off unt i l a f t e r t h e 
for ty or so p icn ickers had BBO-d 
and ea ten . Then as in te rmi t ten t 
s h o w e r s b e c a m e heavier, so d id 
the en thus iasm fade, and the 
ga the r i ng gradua l ly b roke up as 
more and more smal l g roups hurr ied 
to their veh ic les . Do w e have a 
Nos t radamus or an In igo J o n e s 
wi l l ing to pred ic t the wea the r for 
the Pres ident ' s BBQ next year? By 
the way, did you see La Campbe l l ' s 
latest chapeau? Ano the r Canad ian 
import , it c la ims to be regarde de 
b i rdeaux of f ic ia les! 

• * • 
The fami l iar s ight of s ta te ly Eucal
yp tus mann i fe ra ssp. macu losa , 
even in our c i ty s t reets , and those 
stark o ld stalwart 'scnbblys ' on Black 
M o u n t a i n - E. rossi i - are pr iv i leges 
of l iv ing in the 'bush capi ta l ' , as is 
the r ich d ivers i ty of par ro t l i fe in this 
city. These fami l iar s igh ts w e take 
for g ran ted . However , on the morn
ing af ter a wa rm O c t o b e r w e e k e n d , 
an unexpected t reat w a s in s to re for 
Canberrans. To the de l ight of young 
and o ld, the f irst s ight for the day 
w a s a cu r ta in of large snowf l akes 
fa l l ing gen t l y on to a th ick wh i t e 
carpe t later be - jewe l led in s o m e 
backyards , by the arr ival of c r imson 
rosel las. It was truly the ' i c ing on 
the cake ' , and a sure cu re for 
'Monday- i t i s ' . The Bureau of Met
eo ro logy i n fo rmed us that th is f reak 
O c t o b e r o c c u r r e n c e w a s c a u s e d by 
a mee t i ng of N W w inds w i t h a co ld 
f ront f rom of f -shore Tasman ia . We 
w e r e fo r tuna te i ndeed that the 
mee t i ng took p lace over our part of 
Austra l ia . 

W h e n the snow c e a s e d to tall 
and the c louds c lea red suf f ic ien t ly 
to reveal T idb inb i l la M o u n t a i n and 
Peak, it was ev ident that the Na tu re 
Reserve was the p lace to be. W h e n 
contac ted a day later. Jul ie Crawford 
(Act ing Manager ) desc r i bed the 
scene at T idb inb i l la on M o n d a y 
morning. The val ley looked superb ly 
beaut i fu l , she said, the kangaroos 
con t ras t i ng against the vast wh i t e 
areas, and the koa las look ing 
s t rangely out of p lace in snow- laden 
boughs . The c lear b lue sky was a 
per fect backd rop for the p ic ture. 

• * • 
The ou tb reak of spr ing has b rought 
its usual resu l ts at T idb inb i l la - an 
increase in t he popu la t ion . There 
are severa l ba tches of e m u ch i cks 
in the Reserve - as usual , they are 
some of the earl iest arrivals. Unusual 
t h o u g h , is the fact that s o m e pairs 
were sti l l mat ing after o the r pa ren ts 
had ha t ched the i r b rood. D o w n m 
the wa te rb i rd area, the black swans, 
g rey teal , ches tnu t tea l , and b lack 
ducks are p roud ly pa rad ing their 
young , whi ls t Mr and Mrs Musk 
Duck are occupy ing the honeymoon 
su i te - hop ing to conver t it to a 
nursery later. 

• • • 

By the t ime th is is pub l i shed , there 
wil l have been many w e e k s of act iv
ity in the T idb inb i l la snake c o m m 
uni t ies (a l ready evident in October ) , 
and v is i tors are w a r n e d to be on the 
lookout for them. 

• * • 

Finally, f rom somet ime in November. 
T idb inb i l la Nature Reserve wi l l 
open b e t w e e n 9 a.m. a n d 9 p.m.Two 
similar, but separa te ways of tak ing 
advan tage of th is are: 
(a) The very popu lar g u i d e d tours 
by spot l igh t , for w h i c h book i ng is 
essent ia l , as they fill up fast. Dates 
wi l l be adver t i sed in the Canber ra 
T imes. 

(b) S u m m e r Sa tu rday N igh ts -
en joy a le isure ly even ing bushwa lk 
b e t w e e n 6.30 and 8 p.m. as the 
bush coo ls d o w n in t he twi l ight . 
Ring the Reserve for da te of 
c o m m e n c e m e n t . 



J e a n and Ian Curr ie report s e e i n g 
s o m e q u i t e exc i t ing f a u n a d u r i n g 
the i r recen t t o u r of s o m e of t h e 
more d is tant Aust ra l ian Nat iona l 
Parks. T w o p laces w h e r e t h e s e 
s i g h t i n g s o c c u r r e d w e r e on t h e 
A t h e r t o n Tab le land - at Lake Each-
em, w h e r e they w e r e lucky e n o u g h 
to see a t ree k a n g a r o o a n d fame 
catb i rds , a n d at Pa lmers ton Nat
ional Park, w h e r e t h e y saw rif le 
b i rds a n d g l i m p s e d a q u i c k l y re
t rea t ing cassowary . 

• • • 

By now, J o a n a n d Ray Hegar ty are 
probab ly in that s t r a n g e s ta te of 
t rans i t ion w h e n - wh i l s t it's g o o d t o 
be home, a k ind of u n s e t t l e d fee l ing 
persists , as the m o m e n t u m of 
m o n t h s on t h e move gradua l ly 
s lows d o w n . W e l c o m e h o m e to you 
bo th - bet there 's an in te res t ing log 
book! 

* • • 
W e l c o m e h o m e a lso to B a r b a r a a n d 
Sid Comfor t and any other m e m b e r s 
recent ly r e t u r n e d f rom ' far-away 
p laces w i th far -away names' . Jus t 
imag ine t h e in te res t ing conver 
sa t ions f loa t ing a b o u t t h e Orrora l 
Val ley on th is D e c e m b e r ' s annua l 
ge t - toge ther ! See y o u there . 

FOR HOLIDAY RENT 
Large iso la ted h o u s e a d j a c e n t 
to W a d b i l l i g a N a t i o n a l Park 
a n d on t h e T u r o s s R ive r w e s t of 
B o d a l l a , N.S.W. 

DETAILS: 
A. & C. TYRREL, 
BODALLA, 2 5 4 5 
P H O N E : (044) 7 3 5 4 5 3 OR 

(044) 7 7 9 3 1 4 

Letters 

Ian Haynes 
Outings Convenor 
NPA 

Dear Ian, 

As Ol iver C r o m w e l l o n c e said, 
"Wo man goes further than he who 
knows not where he is going." I 
w o u l d l ike t o s u g g e s t t h r o u g h t h e 
NPA Bulletin that after a walk, some
one s h o u l d prov ide a brief descr ip t 
ion for the edi f icat ion of all members. 

I j o i n e d t h e NPA not on ly to l end 
s u p p o r t t o an o r g a n i s a t i o n w h i c h 
c o n s t r u c t i v e l y lobb ies aga ins t 
t h r e a t s t o our natura l e n v i r o n m e n t 
but a lso to par t ic ipa te in le isure ly 
b u s h w a l k i n g j a u n t s a r o u n d Can
berra w i t h o t h e r p e o p l e of s imi lar 
persuas ion . However , o n e rarely 
sees an ar t ic le in the NPA Bulletin 
w h i c h r e c o u n t s a member 's exper
ience of a par t icu lar o u t i n g . By c o n 
trast, o t h e r n e w s l e t t e r s or mag
az ines w h i c h ca te r for o u t d o o r 
enthus ias ts inc lude reports of bush-
w a l k s as a regular fea ture . O f ten 
such repor ts are q u i t e e n t e r t a i n i n g 
but more impor tant ly , very i n f o r m 
ative. 

An in format ive descr ip t ion w o u l d 
do m u c h t o p r o m o t e nat iona l parks. 
It c o u l d r e c o m m e n d to m e m b e r s 
t h e easiest route to take, in terest ing 
f e a t u r e s a l o n g t h e way, g o o d c a m p 
ing spots , even e x p o s e t h e q u i r k s of 
leaders or t h e i d i o s y n c r a c i e s of 
f e l l o w walkers . In N a m a d g i NP, for 
example , it w o u l d be par t icu lar ly 
useful to k n o w t h e degree of di f f icul 
ty e n c o u n t e r e d w h e n w a l k i n g 
t h r o u g h areas w h i c h were s c o r c h e d 
by t h e G u d g e n b y f i res in 1 9 8 3 . If I 
have t h e t i m e I l ike to l o i t e r t h r o u g h 
the bush so I can a p p r e c i a t e a 
d i f fe rent e n v i r o n m e n t f r o m t h a t in 
my of f ice d u r i n g t h e w o r k i n g week . 
However , I'm sure o t h e r m e m b e r s 
have a lso s t u m b l e d , s w e a t e d and 
c u r s e d the i r w a y t h r o u g h a tang le 
of r e g e n e r a t e d scrub , w o n d e r i n g 'if 
on ly I'd k n o w n . . ." 

L ike most people , I can' t part ic
ipa te in as many s c h e d u l e d w a l k s 
on t h e O u t i n g s Program as I w o u l d 
l ike to b e c a u s e of o t h e r c o m m i t 
ments . However , if I c o u l d refer t o a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of a w a l k it m ight 
e n c o u r a g e me to lead it mysel f 
a n o t h e r t ime for NPA. So o f ten it is 
the s a m e ind iv idua ls lead ing t h e 

s a m e wa lks . H o w about a few n e w 
leaders c o m i n g f o r w a r d to of fer to 
b reak n e w g r o u n d ! 

I urge m e m b e r s t o share the i r 
bush-ranging exper iences to induce 
o thers out of the i r a r m c h a i r s in to 
t h e mounta ins w h e r e t h e panoramic 
v iews or de l i ca te a lp ine f l o w e r s wi l l 
of fer r e n e w e d e n t h u s i a s m for our 
e n v i r o n m e n t . Veri ly 

"... whoso walketh wisely, he shall 
be delivered". - P roverbs 

Margus Kariiaid 

The President 
National Parks Association 
of the ACT 

Dear Mr Frawley, 

I have been vis i t ing the Austral ian 
Nat iona l Univers i ty s i n c e February, 
and t h r o u g h J a c k Smart I b e c a m e a 
m e m b e r of the NPA. On t h e eve of 
my re turn to New Zea land , I am 
wr i t ing to c o n v e y my a p p r e c i a t i o n 
for t h e NPA act iv i t ies in w h i c h I 
pa r t i c ipa ted dur ing my stay in 
Canberra . By t e m p e r a m e n t I am not 
a 'c lubby ' p e r s o n - a n d indeed , 
w h e n it c o m e s to o u t d o o r act iv i t ies , 
I am d is t inc t ly ant i -soc ia l . Never
the less , I t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d my 
NPA ou t ings , not least b e c a u s e I 
met s o many n ice p e o p l e on t h e m . 

It has o c c u r r e d to me tha t per
haps I c o u l d be of ass is tance to 
NPA m e m b e r s w h o w i s h t o d o s o m e 
b u s h - w a l k i n g ( = t r a m p i n g ) in New 
Z e a l a n d . M y k n o w l e d g e is not 
ex tens ive , but t h e r e are ce r ta in 
a reas about w h i c h I can g ive f i rst 
hand i n f o r m a t i o n and advice. O n e 
s u c h area is Ar thurs Pass, w h e r e I 
have a co t tage w h i c h N PA m e m b e r s 
might w i s h to use as a haven f r o m 
N e w Zea land 's a l l - too - f requent rain 
and a l l - too-p lent i fu l sandf l ies . 
S o m e m e m b e r s might care to try 
a lp ine c l i m b i n g of a m o d e s t s tan
dard: Ar thurs Pass is ideal for that , 
and I can r e c o m m e n d var ious o t h e r 
p laces for exc i t ing but not excess
ively d a n g e r o u s m o u n t a i n e e r i n g . 

I w o u l d be gra te fu l if you w o u l d 
pass t h i s m e s s a g e on to o ther NPA 
m e m b e r s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y I shal l be 
overseas ti l l next February, but mail 
sent t o my h o m e a d d r e s s wi l l be 
f o r w a r d e d . 

Th is a d d r e s s is: 3 Candy 's Road, 
C h r i s t c h u r c h 3, N e w Z e a l a n d . My 
t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r is 2 2 7 - 5 8 2 . 

Y o u r s s incere ly , 

Robert Stoothoff 



The Dedicated Traveller 
Va! Honey 

Austra l ia 's g reates t botan is t of the 
n ineteenth century was also a highly 
r ega rded exp lo re r a n d geographer . 
Smal l of s ta ture and not very robust, 
he made his a rduous way on horse
back over d i f f icul t ter ra in for many 
mon ths at a t ime, most ly on his own. 
P reced ing his arr ival in th is count ry , 
a n d contributing to the shap ing of 
his l ife, w e r e the t ragic c i r cums tan 
ces of the ear ly years ot one of 
V ic tor ia 's most em inen t c i t izens. 

Born in Rostock. Germany in June 
1825, Fe rd inand von Mue l le r was 
ten years o ld w h e n his father d ied 
of tubercu los is . Five years later his 
mo the r d ied, and m 1843 the dis
ease a lso c la imed the l i fe of his 
e ldest sister. C o n c e r n e d for the 
hea l th of the o lder of his remain ing 
s is ters, for w h o m the doc to rs had 
o rde red a sea voyage, and w i th his 
o w n hea l th impa i red as a result ot 
years of in tens ive study. Ferd inand 
felt c o m p e l l e d to make a dec is ion. 
His c o n s u m i n g in te res t f r om the 
age of e ight had been botany, his 
most p r ized possess ion be ing an 
eve r -w iden ing co l l ec t i on of spec
imens. Fo l low ing the seven years in 
w h i c h he c o m p l e t e d his chemis t ' s 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p were th ree years of 
s t udy i ng bo tany under Professor 
No l t e of Kie l University, cu lm ina t ing 
in the wr i t i ng of a thes is on Ihe 
c o m m o n shepherd ' s purse and 
ga in ing him his Doc to ra te of Phil
osophy. Inspi red by repor ts of Aus
tral ia 's c l ima te and as ton ish ing ly 
d i f ferent f lora and fauna as des
c r ibed by Dr Priess, a no ted botanis t 
a n d fami ly f r iend, Fe rd i nand a n d his 
s is ters sa i led f rom Bremen in Ju ly 
1847 , arr iv ing in Ade la ide on 18 
December . 

He secu red a pos i t ion as an assi
s tant chemist , devot ing all his spare 
t ime to the pursui t of new spec
imens. Later, having exhaus ted the 
botan ica l poss ib i l i t ies of Ade la ide 
and the Mt Lof ty Range. Muel ler , 
ga in ing in s t reng th , went fu r ther 
af ie ld He a lmost d r o w n e d whi ls t 
exp lo r ing the Mur ray scrub, and 
wen t a lone to the pract ica l ly un
known Fl inders Ranges, c l imb ing 
M t s B r o w n and A rden and invest ig 
a t i ng coun t r y a round Lake Torrens. 
Fo l l ow ing these excurs ions , sc ien

tif ic pub l i ca t ions appea red in Lon
don and in Germany re la t ing to his 
f inds. 

By 1852, hop ing to w iden his 
exp lora t ions , and spu r red on by the 
go ld rush. Mue l le r dec ided to open 
a chemis t ' s shop in Victor ia. How
ever, he arr ived there w h e n Gover
nor La Trobe was about to appoint a 
Government Botanist, and received 
the appo in tmen t in January 1853, 
having been highly r e c o m m e n d e d 
by Sir Wi l l iam Hooker of Kew Gar
dens in London . Immed ia te ly af ler 
his appo in tmen t , Muel le r set out on 
the first of many hazardous journeys 
unde r taken dur ing the first ten of 
his for ty - three years as Vic tor ian 
Gove rnmen t Botanist . 

A c c o m p a n i e d by John Dal lachy. 
Supe r i n tenden t of the Botan ic 
Gardens , he t rave l led w i t h pack-
horses to t he h i ther to unexp lo red 
Buf fa lo Moun ta ins , w h e r e they dis
cove red the beaut i fu l Grevillea v ic tor iae
They a s c e n d e d the Horn, 
wh ich at t h e t i m e M u e l l e r n a m e d M t 
Aberdeen. As Dal lachy had to return 
to Me lbou rne , Muel le r con t i nued 
on a lone, t rave l l ing f r om Buf fa lo t o 
Mt Buller. This was the f i rst t ime any 
part of the Aust ra l ian Alps had been 
botanical ly explored. From Mt Buller 
he t rave l led to the Gou lburn River, 
fo l l ow ing it to the j unc t i on of K ing 
Parrot Creek. He then fo l lowed th is 
c reek to its sou rce near present 
day K ing lake . Cross ing the Plenty 
Ranges in the Yarra wa te rshed , anc 
go ing a round the Div id ing Range, 
he tu rned sou th to the head of the 
La t robe River, eventua l ly reach ing 
the coast b e t w e e n the G ipps land L a k e s  
a n d Port Albert . In G ipps land 
he spen t four days and n ights w i th 
out food, having been de layed by 
w in te r rains. From Port Alber t he 
went to Wi lson 's P romonto ry and 
back to M e l b o u r n e by the coast. On 
th is f irst exped i t i on he had cove red 
1 5 0 0 mi les and added 9 3 6 p lants 
to t he list of V ic tor ian f lora. 

Mue l le r ' s s e c o n d V ic tor ian ex
p lora t ion w h i c h began on 1 Novem
ber 1853 . took him th rough much 
unexp lo red coun t r y w h e r e dense 
sc rub and forest greatly i m p e d e d 
progress. C l imb ing every moun ta in 
in his way, he t raversed the Gramp

ians th rough wh ich Sir Thomas 
Mi tche l l had come in T836- Or ig in
al ly he had i n t e n d e d to reach the 
Mal lee f rom the Gramp ians and to 
con t i nue towards the Murray River, 
but due to excess ive heat and lack 
of water, he had to fo l low the Avoca 
River a lmost to the Murray. Sti l l 
de te rm ined to exp lo re the Mal lee, 
he tu rned wes t to Lake La lber t and 
wen t t h rough the Mal lee f r inge unti l 
reach ing the Murray River just be low 
Swan Hill in December . Travel l ing 
past t he s i te of present day Mi ldura. 
he c o n t i n u e d to the Mur ray ' s junc t -
ion w i th the Dar l ing River. Now. as if 
to c o m p a r e the great d ivers i ty of 
Victorian landscapes, he set off in 
an easter ly d i rec t ion , reach ing 
A lbury in mid-January 1854, on his 
way to the h igh count ry . 

Proceed ing a long the Mi t ta Mi t ta 
Valley, he v is i ted the G ibbo Range, 
c ross ing it at an e levat ion of 5 0 0 0 
feet. From Omeo, he a t t emp ted to 
reach B o g o n g , but was p reven ted 
f rom do ing so by f ierce bushf i res. 
Instead, he exp lo red the Cobberas 
Moun ta i ns near the New Sou th 
Wa les border. Then go ing east to 
the Snowy River, he c rossed it and 
tu rned back to the Tambo River, 
fo l low ing it for s o m e d is tance. He 
aga in c r o s s e d the Snowy River a n d 
reached Cabbage Tree Creek, which 
is the sou the rn limit of pa lms in 



MUELLER'S JOURNEY 

M 

L E G E N D 
RIVERS: G - G o u l b u r n , g - Genoa , L - La t robe , M - Murray, 

M m - M i t t a Mi t ta , m - M i tche l l , O - Ovens , 
S - Snowy, Y - Yarra. 

M O U N T A I N S : 1 - Baw Baw, 2 - B o g o n g , 3 - Buffalo, 4 - Buller, 
5 - Cobberas , 6 - Kosc iusko , 7 - Muel ler 's Peak, 
8 - T o w n s e n d , 9 - W e l l i n g t o n . 

PLACES: A - Albury, M - M e l b o u r n e , C.H. - C a p e Howe , 
G.I. - G a b o Is land, P.A. - Port A lber t , 
W.P. - Wi lson 's Promontory . 

Austra l ia , t h e c r e e k t a k i n g i ts n a m e 
from the only Victor ian palm species. 
Trave l l ing a l o n g t h e B u c h a n River, 
Mue l le r t h e n re tu rned t o M e l b o u r n e 
a long t h e main G i p p s l a n d t rack, 
arr iving there half-way t h r o u g h Apri l . 
Dur ing h is f ive a n d a half m o n t h s 
away, he had t rave l led 2 5 0 0 mi les 
a n d a d d e d a l m o s t 5 0 0 s p e c i e s t o 
t h e V ic tor ian f lora list. In a report 
w r i t t e n for t h e Leg is la t ive Counc i l , 
w h i c h i n c l u d e d c o m m e n t s on t h e 
ut i l i ty of s o m e plants, M u e l l e r s p e c -
if ical ly r e c o m m e n d e d b l u e g u m 
(Eucalyptus globulus) as b e i n g 
exce l len t t i m b e r f o r s h i p - b u i l d i n g , 
b l a c k w o o d for f u r n i t u r e a n d cal l is temon
 as h a r d w o o d . 

O n 3 N o v e m b e r 1854 , Mue l le r 
left o n h is t h i r d e x p e d i t i o n , g o i n g 
t h r o u g h t h e D a n d e n o n g R a n g e s t o 
t h e h e a d of t h e L a t r o b e River and 
f o l l o w i n g it as far as t h e Avon River. 
He w e n t up t h e A v o n to Mt W e l l i n g 
t o n w h e r e h e s t a y e d f o r a b o u t a 
week . F rom here his p r o g r e s s is 
d e s c r i b e d in a spec ia l d e s p a t c h 
sent f r o m O m e o : 

"Lef t Avon on Nov. 22 , t h e n c e up 
M i tche l l , W e n t w o r t h a n d D a r g o 
Rivers, c r o s s e d D iv id ing Range 
b e t w e e n wate rs of G i p p s l a n d a n d 
Murray near u p p e r part of t h e 

C o b u n g r a . . . t raversed t h e grassy 
t a b l e l a n d in a nor th -eas te r ly direc
t ion, a long t h e Cobungra downwards 
unt i l t h e c o u n t r y a p p e a r e d pract ic
ab le t o w a r d s t h e nor th t o reach t h e 
h ighes t part of t h e B o g o n g Ranges 
. . . O n 3 r d Dec. a s c e n d e d t h e s o u t h 
east of t h e t w o h ighes t m o u n t a i n s 
of B o g o n g Range . . . (6 th Dec.) 
a s c e n d e d t h e more abrup t s u m m i t 
of t h e nor th -wes te r ly m o u n t a i n f r o m 
upper Mi t ta w h i c h sk i r ts base . . ." 

The despatch a lso ment ions f ind
ing t h e s o u r c e of a main branch of 
t h e M i t t a M i t ta , a n d t h e s o u r c e s of 
t h e O v e n s a n d M i t c h e l l Rivers. Th is 
part of t h e j o u r n e y a d d e d sixty 
s p e c i e s t o t h e f lora list of V ictor ia . 
L e a v i n g O m e o in m i d - D e c e m b e r , 
M u e l l e r w e n t nor th -eas t t o w a r d s 
Mt Kosc iusko , a s c e n d i n g M t  T a m b o  
on D e c e m b e r 17. Reach ing t h e 
S n o w y M o u n t a i n s , t h e p e a k w h i c h 
he c l i m b e d a n d d e s c r i b e d on N e w 
Year 's Day 1 8 5 5 w a s poss ib ly Mt 
T o w n s e n d { 7 3 5 7 feet) . The next 
h i g h e s t p e a k ( 7 2 7 2 feet ) is n o w 
k n o w n as Muel ler 's Peak, in his 
honour . F rom Kosc iusko , he retur
ned to t h e B u c h a n River on his way 
t o rev is i t C a b b a g e T ree c o u n t r y , 
b e y o n d t h e S n o w y River. A f t e r t h i s , 
he t rave l led a l o n g t h e coast t o Lake 

King, part of t h e G i p p s l a n d Lakes 
and back t o M e l b o u r n e , a p p a r e n t l y 
by t h e ord inary G i p p s l a n d t rack, 
regre t t ing t h a t he w a s u n a b l e t o 
a s c e n d Baw Baw on a c c o u n t of 
i l lness. 

Dur ing t h e s u m m e r of 1 8 5 8 - 5 9 , 
M u e l l e r s p e n t a f e w w e e k s in t h e 
m o u n t a i n s a l o n g t h e Maca l is te r 
River, e x a m i n i n g v e g e t a t i o n and 
m a k i n g g e o g r a p h i c surveys of t h e 
s o u t h - w e s t e r n Alps, Mt W e l l i n g t o n 
and Mt Usefu l , a n d p r e d i c t i n g tha t a 
lead ing spur w o u l d be f o u n d t o 
e x t e n d to the h i ther to unapproach-
e d a lp ine e leva t ions of Mt Baw 
Baw. He dec ided to set t le t h e quest 
ion d u r i n g t h e next season . The 
f o l l o w i n g a p p e a r s in t h e 1860 -61 
G o v e r n m e n t Botan is t 's Annua l 
Report : 

" M o u n t W e l l i n g t o n , i n a s m u c h as 
it can be r e a c h e d by a pa th access 
ible to horses f rom the Avon Ranges, 
may be r e g a r d e d as t h e s o u t h e r n 
key to t h e Aust ra l i an Alps, f r o m 
w h e n c e a l o n g t h e crest of t h e main 
rami f ica t ions of t h e h i g h land, a 
j o u r n e y w i th horses seems possib le 
in most d i rec t ions . O therw ise , t h e 
d e n s e u n d e r w o o d f rus t ra tes any 
a t t e m p t to t raverse t h e t racks 
t h r o u g h t h e jung le , w h e r e a s t h e 
m a i n range, a t e levat ions e x c e e d i n g 
4 0 0 0 feet , is usual ly d e s t i t u t e of 
t h e s e imped iments . " 

In m i d - D e c e m b e r 1860 , M u e l l e r 
set o u t for s o m e qu i te u n e x p l o r e d 
c o u n t r y in the s o u t h - w e s t e r n par ts 
of t h e Alps, a n d f o u n d on r e a c h i n g 
G o o d H o p e Creek that he c o u l d not 
take his horses any fur ther , as even 
a m a n o n f o o t w o u l d have n e e d e d 
to cut a t rack as he went . Eventual ly , 
on 23 December , he left G o o d 
H o p e Creek, a c c o m p a n i e d by J o h n 
Russel l , Wi l l i am Randel l , Rober t 
M o r r i s o n and Lou is Quaas . They 
t raversed t h e ranges a d j a c e n t to 
the Tyers (now Thompson) and Tanjil 
Rivers, and on t rave l l ing nor th a n d 
t h e n north-east , c r o s s e d t h e s e 
r ivers severa l t imes . The p r o g r e s s 
w a s very d i f f icu l t unt i l t h e y r e a c h e d 
t h e level of 4 0 0 0 fee t w h e r e t h e 
v e g e t a t i o n b e c a m e m u c h less 
dense . They d e s c e n d e d in to t h e 
main val ley of t h e U p p e r T a n j i l River 
a n d no t i ced that rep lac ing t h e Baw 
Baw s t r i n g y b a r k s w e r e b e e c h for
es ts i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h " . . . h i g h l a n d 
w h i t e g u m - t r e e s u n d e r w h i c h luxur 
ious ferns grew". On Chr is tmas Day, 
t h e y c a m p e d on t h e s u m m i t of t h e 
h ighes t eas te rn m o u n t a i n of t h e 
Baw Baws a n d s p e n t severa l days 
exp lo r ing th is reg ion . The par ty 



Box Vale Walk ing Track t rave l led the w h o l e length of the 
Baw Baws and then d e s c e n d e d to 
t he nar row Yarra Glen, pass ing 
through ferns and gigant ic eucalypts, 
a n d d i scover ing the Wi t ts te in ia , the 
Baw Baw berry. They found that the 
descen t f rom Mt Usefu l was gen t l e 
a n d that b e e c h fo res ts cove red 
s o m e of its lower regions. Retrac ing 
the i r s teps, they ar r i ved at Good 
H o p e Creek on 3 0 December . On 
re tu rn ing to M e l b o u r n e , Mue l le r 
immed ia te l y left for a visit to t he 
uppe r Tarwin {now Tarago) River, 
a n d d i scove red the Grevillea bark-
lyana in th is area. He t rave l led on 
p rospec to rs ' t racks and thus sugg
es ted in his repor t that t racks be cut 
a long the Baw Baw M o u n t a i n s to 
enab le miners and pack -horses to 
t rave l more easi ly. This was d o n e 
two years later by an exped i t i on in 
t he cha rge of Angus McMi l l an , 
k n o w n as 'V ic tor ia 's Pathf inder ' . 
Over 2 0 0 mi les of t racks were 
success fu l l y cut and cons t r uc ted . 
In March 1861 M c M i l l a n accomp
an ied M u e l l e r o n his s e c o n d visit to 
Mt We l l i ng ton and the sou rces of 
the Maca l i s te r River. 

Two mon ths be fo re the Baw Baw 
exped i t i on of D e c e m b e r 1860 , 
Mue l le r had c o n d u c t e d a shor t 
exploratory tr ip to the 'south-eastern 
f ron t ie rs of the co lony ' , c ross ing 
the coun t r y f rom Twofo ld Bay to t he 
G e n o a River and t rave l l ing a long it 
t owa rds the coast . He v is i ted Cape 
H o w e and the ad jo in ing f reshwa te r 
lake, and ascended the Genoa River 
aga in , fo l l ow ing it to its sources , 
a n d exam in ing the su r round ing 
h igh land and Nunga t ta M o u n t a i n s 
en route. Dur ing th is t r ip he d iscov
e red t he G ipps land Wara tah (Tel-
opea oreades) and f ound many 
NSW plants. Potent ia l e c o n o m i c 
va lue of s o m e spec ies was c o m m 
e n t e d upon in t he cop ious no tes 
t aken dur ing these exped i t i ons . 

(Based on biographical material 
from Margaret Willis' By Their FruitsJ. 
Part 2 will appear at a later date. It 
will cover Mueller's journey of six
teen months as the appointed bot
anist to Augustus Gregory's 1855-
56 expedition to north-western 
Australia, and how he assisted other 
inland explorers. Included in refer
ences used are the journals of the 
Gregory brothers. 

On a car t r ip to or f rom Sydney have 
you ever w a n t e d to walk the Box 
Vale Track near M i t t a g o n g but 
re luc tant ly d e c i d e d against do ing 
so b e c a u s e you cou ld not spare 
th ree hours'? If so. here is a shor te r 
vers ion that may in terest you. 

But f irst, s o m e in fo rmat ion about 
the Track and its local i ty. It is s ign
pos ted on the nor thern s ide of the 
H u m e H ighway be tween Ber r ima 
and M i t tagong . Cur ren t l y th is sec
t ion of the H ighway is be ing w iden
ed . A c c o r d i n g t o a b r o c h u r e pub
l ished by the C rown Lands Of f ice 
and avai lab le f rom the Tour is t 
In fo rmat ion Cen t re at M i t t agong , 
the turn-off into a carpark is loca ted 
0.8 km east of the W o m b e y a n Caves 
Road and 3.7 km west of M i t t agong . 

After leav ing the carpark, the 
Walk ing Track fo l lows the format ion 
c o n s t r u c t e d for a ra i lway t o a coa l 
mine. Bofh mine and ra i lway oper
a ted br ief ly late last century . The 
Track passes t h rough cu t t i ngs and 
an 8 4 met re tunne l and a long 
embankments , wi th small deviat ions 
w h e r e b r idges have d i sappeared . 
At the far end o l t he fo rmat ion a 
shor t path leads to an impress ive 
v iew over the Nat ta i Gorge , w h e r e 
the Nattai River can be seen winding 
it way about 180 met res below. 

The natura l vege ta t i on a long the 
route is most ly dry sclerophyl l forest. 

Heysen Trail 
Syd Comfort 

Whilst in Ade la ide recent ly . I asked 
at the off ices of the South Austral ian 
Depar tmen t of Recrea t ion and 
Spor t for pub l i shed in fo rmat ion on 
the Heysen Trail and was bo th 
p leased and s t imu la ted by the 
response to my request . 

The concep t of a long d i s tance 
wa lk ing t rack f rom Cape Jerv is 
(ad iacent to the eas te rn tip of Kan
garoo Island) to the Nor the rn 
F l inders Ranges w a s p r o p o s e d by 
M r C . War ren Bony thon in 1969 and 
subsequen t l y a c c e p t e d by the 
South Austral ian Government under 
the name, " H e y s e n Trai l " . It was 
off ic ial ly o p e n e d in 1976 a l t hough 
only n ine k i l omet res of trai l had 
been c o n s t r u c t e d at that t ime. 
Today. 7 8 0 k i l omet res of trai l are 

Trevor Plumb 

with sha l low soi ls on Sydney Basin 
sands tones . Near the lookout we 
found (in August) many w i ld f l owers 
b looming b e t w e e n the sands tone 
ou tc rops . Of spec ia l interest is the 
reg rowth in the cu t t i ngs - a g rove of 
casuar inas in one and ferns, inc lud
ing Dicksonia in a n o t h e r - and a long 
the e m b a n k m e n t s , whe re s o m e 
s izeable euca lypts are now growing. 

For a shor ter wa lk that sti l l 
i nc ludes most of the a t t rac t ions it is 
poss ib le to join the Track at Kel ls 
Creek Ford To do so. take the 
W o m b e y a n Caves Road and the 
minor (unsealed) roads shown on 
the a c c o m p a n y i n g ske tch . (See 
also M i t t agong 1 2 5 0 0 0 Cent ra l 
Mapp ing Authority.) The total dr iv ing 
d i s tance f rom the H u m e H ighway is 
only about 2.8 km. At the end of the 
road, just past S tone Ridge ' farm, 
there is room to park and a st i le 
g ives access to the Track. At the 
ford, take no te of the rock ho les 
that once prov ided foo t ings lor the 
ver t ica l t imbers of a t rest le br idge. I 
be l ieve this b r idge and ano the r 
across Nattai Creek were des t royed 
by bushf i res in 1 939 

From Kel ls Ford to the Lookou t 
and re turn takes T? to 2 hours, 
d e p e n d i n g on your f i tness and the 
t ime you take gaz ing into the g o . g e 
and examin ing fea tu res a long the 
route. 

ava i lab le in four sec t i ons of wha t 
wi l l eventua l ly be an 1 8 0 0 k i lomet re 
trail. These sec t ions are: f rom Cape 
Jerv is t h rough Moun t Lof ty to 
Tanunda ; f rom Crysta l Brook 
t h rough Moun t R e m a r k a b l e t o near 
W i lm ing ton ; a shor t sec t ion near 
Moun t Brown, east of Port Augus ta ; 
and from Hawker th rough Wi lpena 
to just west of B l inman. The trai l is 
essent ia l l y a wa lk ing trai l a n d is not 
ava i lab le for horse r id ing but is 
sub jec t to s o m e res t r i c t ions be
cause s o m e parts pass t h rough 
pr ivate land and because of the 
need to impose s o m e l imi ta t ions 
dur ing the bushf i re season. 

Sounds l ike a g o o d idea for 
a u t u m n '88 . 

R e f e r e n c e : 
SA Depa r tmen t of Recrea t ion and 
Sport : In fo rmat ion Shee t No 5. The 
Heysen Trail 



Grunt ing up to Gudgenby 
Mount Gudgenby Day Walk 30 August 1987 

Margus Karilaid 

M e m b e r s a s s e m b l e d in t h e carpark 
at K a m b a h Vi l lage S h o p s at 8.30 
a.m. In t h e fu tu re I s u g g e s t it be no 
later t h a n 8.00 a.m. b e c a u s e w e 
didn't start w a l k i n g f rom t h e carpark 
at B o b o y a n Pine P lanta t ion unt i l 
10 .00 a m . It's a s h a m e that t h e 
carpark can' t be re loca ted to t h e 
s o u t h e r n e n d of t h e p lan ta t ion at 
G R 7 7 4 3 7 8 b e c a u s e I f ind w a l k i n g 
t h r o u g h t h i s carrot pa tch a big 
y a w n , espec ia l ly on t h e re turn leg. 
However , I expec t t h e m a n a g e r s of 
Namadg i NP have g o o d reasons. 

From t h e f ia ts to t h e t o p of Mt 
G u d g e n b y is a r ise of 7 0 0 m e t r e s in 
e levat ion . Ably l e d by Reg, o n c e w e 

ad a m b l e d t h r o u g h the p ines, t h e 
party of twenty made its way th rough 
t h e bush s o u t h of B o g o n g Creek. 
A l though the 1983 G u d g e n b y bush-
f i res t o u c h e d on t h i s part of t h e 
bush , t h e s c r u b w a s sti l l re lat ively 
o p e n a n d low to make p r o g r e s s 
fair ly e a s y g o i n g . This w a s ass is ted 
by t h e n u m e r o u s an imal t racks 
w h i c h t raverse t h e c o n t o u r s as w e 
p l o d d e d upwards . Our pace gave 
us a m p l e o p p o r t u n i t y to en joy t h e 
var ie ty in v e g e t a t i o n (stil l t o o ear ly 
for f lowers) and the grani te boulders, 
and to c a t c h g l i m p s e s of Mt Gud
g e n b y t h r o u g h t h e t ree canopy. 

A f ine dr izz le kept t h e temper - , 
a tu re c o o l but even so everyone 
had w o r k e d up a sweat by t h e t i m e 
w e r e a c h e d t h e sadd le at 
PR732384 by 12 .30 p.m. W e rested 
br ief ly here t o have a guzz le a n d 
g o b b l e b e f o r e head ing s t ra ight up 
t h e s l o p e to t h e peak. 

T h e rain m a d e t h e u n d e r g r o w t h , 
l i tter, logs a n d moss -covered rocks 

qu i te s l ippery, but puf f ing a n d pant
ing w e r e a c h e d t h e base of t h e 
sheer - faced g ran i te w h i c h m a k e s 
Mt G u d g e n b y a n d o t h e r peaks 
s u c h a fea ture in t h e Park. 

It w a s here tha t t h e par ty d is in 
t e g r a t e d in to a n u m b e r of sp l in te r 
g r o u p s d e p e n d i n g on f i tness a n d 
the urge to be t h e f irst 'peak buster* 
for t h e day. My heart leapt to my 
throat w h e n I saw o n e person si l 
h o u e t t e d on t h e s k y l i n e of a b r o a d 
s l ippery rock face. I had a v is ion of 
h im c l a w i n g his f ingerna i ls on t h e 
rockface if his j o g g i n g s h o e s lost 
t rac t ion . Thankfu l l y he n e g o t i a t e d 
the face w i t h o u t mishap. The l eng th 
of w e b b i n g w h i c h I'd b o r r o w e d f rom 
T o m R h y m e s proved t o be invalu
ab le in ass is t ing s o m e m e m b e r s 
c l a m b e r u p s o m e of t h e m o r e s l ipp
ery sec t ions . 

W e all m a d e it t o t h e ca i rn at t h e 
t o p (1735m) by 2.00 p.m. The drizzle 
aba ted for t h e half hour w h i l e w e 
had a late lunch, e n j o y i n g t h e f ine 
v iews of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g peaks, 
s o m e of w h i c h w e r e d u s t e d w i t h 
snow. 

Be fore w e b e c a m e too ch i l led , 
t h e d e s c e n t w a s m a d e d i rec t ly 
d o w n t h e s teep eas te rn s lope . At 
f irst t h e r e g r o w t h w a s th ick a n d 
s o m e w h a t d i f f icu l t bu t g radua l ly 
o p e n e d up. A l t h o u g h it is s teep I 
st i l l t h i n k it is t h e best w a y d o w n to 
t h e f lats if ca re is taken . However , I 
w o u l d n ' t r e c o m m e n d g o i n g up t h i s 
way t o Mt G u d g e n b y as I had d o n e 
w i th a par ty of t h r e e f r i e n d s t h e 
prev ious w e e k e n d . It is t o o t o u g h 
on t h e legs for t h o s e w h o aren't 

• r - e r 

very fit and it is al&o very demora l i s 
ing w h e n you can' t see the peak 
unti l y o u are w i t h i n half an hour of 
f inal ly m a k i n g it t o t h e top. W e a lso 
t e n d e d to pun ish t h e Sigg bo t t l es 
on this route up w h i c h can be disas
t rous if you run out on a hot day as 
there is n o w h e r e t o rep len ish your 
water a long t h e wav. 

I p u s h e d t h e pace on t h e w a y 
d o w n b e c a u s e I d idn ' t w a n t to get 
back t o o late. As a c o n s e q u e n c e , I 
learnt a lesson in l eadersh ip be
cause a large rock w a s d i s l o d g e d 
under s o m e o n e ' s foot , t u m b l i n g 
d o w n heavi ly o n t o Regina's calf 
c a u s i n g ft to swe l l qu ick ly . Ol ive 
p r o m p t l y a p p l i e d s o m e H I R U D O I D 
o i n t m e n t f rom h e r f i r s t - a i d kit w h i c h 
reduced the swel l ing. After apply ing 
a c r e p e b a n d a g e w e c o n t i n u e d . It 
w a s qu i te a m u s i n g to see everyone 
leap to o n e s ide af ter a w a r n i n g 
be l low of 'Rock!' w h e n t h e s a m e 
th ing h a p p e n e d s o o n af terwards. 
G o o d idea. 

Despi te th is inc ident w e reached 
the o p e n m e a d o w of B o g o n g Creek 
safely at about 5.00 p.m. and m a d e 
it back to t h e cars as it w a s g e t t i n g 
dark at 5.45 p.m. 

I d r o p p e d off my p a s s e n g e r at 
Kambah Vi l lage at 6.45 p.m. a n d 
w e n t h o m e fee l ing c o n t e n t e d w i th 
t h e day's o u t i n g . 

All in all , t h e w e a t h e r c o u l d have 
been better, bu t t h e n aga in w e 
w e r e lucky tha t it wasn ' t any worse . 
I hope all e n j o y e d t h e m s e l v e s . I d id . 

Drawing by Ken Johnson 



Flora and Fauna: 
Special Protect ion Measures 

Part 4 
Keith McRae 

In th ree recent ed i t i ons ot the 
Bu l le t in , a code ol behav iour for 
bushwa lke rs and other peop le w h o 
use natural env i ronments for le isure 
pu rposes has been ou t l ined . It is 
cons i de red that h u m a n be ings who 
ven tu re into the bush have a res
pons ib i l i t y to behave in a way wh ich 
wil l ensure that natural commun i t i es 
and en t i t ies are p ro tec ted . In th is 
f inal part of the code , add i t iona l 
measures des igned to pro tec t f lora 
and fauna are ou t l i ned . It rs sugg
es ted that peop le : 
(a) Resist the tempta t i on to feed 
b i rds and an imals wh ich appear 
cu r ious or hungry. Even in low-
impact areas, the feed ing of w i ld l i fe 
can have ser ious long- term ef fec ts 
on pat terns of behaviour. In addi t ion, 
lef t -overs may carry bacter ia harm
ful to the wi ld l i fe 

(b) Respect the needs of birds and 
an ima ls for und i s tu rbed privacy. 
Obse rve an ima l behav iour but do 
so w i th care, c o m m o n - s e n s e and 
rest ra in t and wi th a m in imum of 
no ise, movemen t or enc roachmen t . 

(c) Leave und i s tu rbed all insec ts 
and rept i les inc lud ing those wh ich 
b i te and cause pain. Apart f rom 
be ing accep tab le behav iour to
w a r d s the inhab i tan ts of a v is i ted 
area, it wi l l a lso lessen the risk to 
the visitors. 

(d) Avoid damag ing plants, part ic
ular ly in f ragi le areas, eg in the 
shade of s o m e forest f loors, p lants 
have a very slow g row th rate; in 
sub-a lp ine areas, marshes and 
m e a d o w s may be fragi le and slow-
g row ing : and in sand dunes , p lants 
may be surv iv ing precar ious ly . It 
may l a K e years io repau a a m a y e 
caused by just wa lk ing t h rough 
such areas. 

(ei Refrain f rom p ick ing or uproot
ing plants. If a record is requ i red, 
pho tog raphs wil l usual ly be an 
adequa te subs t i t u t i on for a real 
spec imen . Fie ld gu ides shou ld be 
used m the held lor ail i den t i f i ca t ion 
purposes. 

If) Retrain f rom us ing natura l 
mater ia ls tor she l ter excep t in 
e m e r g e n c y s i tua t ions and never 
cut down vege ta t i on for unnecess
ary pu rposes such as fu rn i tu re or 
bedd ing S leep on a s ing le-ce l l 
foam mat or o ther soft mater ia l 
b rought for the purpose. 

(g) Try to avoid di f f icul t and persis
tent "bush bash ing ' s ince this can 
cause cons ide rab le damage as 
wel l as p lac ing a strain on inexper
ienced members of the party. 

(h) Refrain f rom leav ing messages 
for o ther peop le if this involves 
damage or a l terat ion to the environ
ment, eg b roken branches, s tone 
markers. 

(i) Keep to t racks w h e n they exist 
even if this involves wa lk ing in 
muddy sec t ions Unnecessary 
t ramp l ing of the vege ta t ion may 
cause eros ion or d a m a g e to plants. 

(j) Avoid descend ing s teep s lopes 
if poss ib le , as a descen t can cause 
more damage to soi l and p lants 
than an ascent . An easier rou te 
shou ld be sought . 

(k) Leave pets at home, and f inal ly 
and in summary .. 

(I) Avo id wi l fu l ly damag ing or des
t roy ing any l iving or non- l iv ing part 
of the eco log ica l c o m m u n i t y in 
wh ich you are a fe l low-t ravel ler , a 
visitor, a member of a c o m m u n i t y 
cha rged w i th the respons ib i l i t y for 
p ro tec t i ng all o ther ent i t ies. 

S O M E F U R T H E R 
T H O U G H T S 

Reasoned and deta i led explanat ion 
in suppor t ol the gu ide l i nes has 
been de l ibera te ly res t r ic ted m the 
in terests of brevity, a l t hough an 
a t tempt has been made to make 
the c o d e coheren t , log ical , consis
tent and just i f iab le, there is sub
stant ia l suppor t for the gu ide l i nes 
in the cons ide rab le research wh ich 
has been unde r taken a l though , as 

one wou ld ant ic ipa te , there are 
con f l i c t ing research f ind ings and 
there is a need for fur ther research 
and for the con t i nu ing use of 
c o m m o n s e n s e in the app l ica t ion of 
the gu ide l ines . It is an t i c ipa ted , 
however, that str ict adhe rence to 
the code by all peop le wi l l result in 
dec reased impact and d a m a g e to 
and inc reased p ro tec t ion of natura l 
env i ronments and part icular natural 
ent i t ies. It may stil l be necessary for 
ind iv iduals and g roups to adopt 
even str ic ter measures in cer ta in 
c i r cums tances For example , if the 
cond i t i ons to be e n c o u n t e r e d on a 
part icu lar t r ip are such that there is 
real risk of damage to the envi ron
ment, the act iv i ty shou ld be can
cel led or pos tponed until condi t ions 
improve. Dur ing a trip, it may be 
necessary to c h a n g e plans for 
par t icu lar act iv i t ies as a result of 
unant i c ipa ted or a l tered cond i t i ons 
General ly , there wil l be c i rcum
s tances in wh ich par t icu lar gu ide
l ines in the c o d e wi l l need to be 
app l ied more r ig idly The abi l i ty to 
de te rm ine behav iour appropr ia te 
to preva i l ing cond i t i ons wil l be 
deve loped as a result of inc reased 
expe r ience and sound educa t iona l 
programs. 

A D D I T I O N A L R E A D I N G 

Anyone in te res ted in reading 
fur ther about env i ronmenta l e th ics 
or m in imum impact camp ing or in 
d iscuss ing the gu ide l ines shou ld 
contac t Ke i th M c R a e at the Can
berra C.A.E. on 52 2 4 7 4 (message 
on 52 2973) or at home on 47 8 1 8 1 . 



ABC of Bushwalk ing 
A for A n o r a k - g a r m e n t d e s i g n e d to a l low rain, c o l d and w i n d to p e n e t r a t e f rom outs ide , w h i l e re ta in ing b o d y 

mo is tu re inside. 

B for B o o t s - i n s t r u m e n t s of tor ture , e f f ic ient in c r e a t i n g b l is ters a n d t w i s t e d ankles, g u a r a n t e e d to s l ip on any 
k n o w n sur face and to take in a n d re ta in water . 

C for C a m p - a p iece of g r o u n d a f ford ing m a x i m u m d i s c o m f o r t for s l eep ing . Usual ly rocky, b o g g y or on a for ty -
f ive d e g r e e s lope . S o m e t i m e s all three, c h o s e n by leader to e n s u r e p re -dawn start next day. 

D for De fec tor - Ex -bushwalker n o w e n j o y i n g self at w e e k e n d s . 

E for Easy Walk - leader 's d e s c r i p t i o n of f o r t h c o m i n g assaul t on South Col of Mt Everest. 

F for F l y - a n abi l i ty w i s h e d for by all b u s h w a l k e r s w h e n f a c e d w i t h near vert ical ascent or descent . Also p iece of 
c l o t h e r e c t e d over leak ing ten t in vain h o p e of k e e p i n g t h e rain out. 

G for G r o u n d s h e e t - f ragi le mater ia l la id on s w a m p or rocks in hope less ly op t im is t i c bel ief it wi l l k e e p c a m p e r 
dry and comfor tab le . A t t rac ts all insect life. 

H for Heavy - p roper ty of all w a l k i n g and c a m p i n g e q u i p m e n t w h i c h ga ins w e i g h t in p r o p o r t i o n to d is tance 
c o v e r e d a n d state of e x h a u s t i o n of walker . 

I for Injury - tact ic a d o p t e d by s l o w e r m e m b e r s of par ty to f rus t ra te leader a n d faster members . 

J for J u n k Food - qu ick ly d e v o u r e d at Fast Food s h o p after long day(s) of p r e t e n c e of hea l thy l iving. 

K for Knee - f avoured area of a n a t o m y for b a n d a g i n g . Turns in to je l ly on downh i l l grades. 

L for Leader - sadist w h o se ts i m p o s s i b l e tasks at imposs ib le speeds . W h e n lost, has been heard to say 'Of 
course , I know w h a t I'm d o i n g . It's just that I don' t k n o w w h e r e I'm d o i n g it.' 

L for L e e c h - a f f e c t i o n a t e c rea tu re w h o , it is said, can last up t o a year w i t h o u t a meal , but w h o a lways appears 
to be q u e s t i n g for s u s t e n a n c e f rom wary and unwary w a l k e r s al ike. 

M for M a p - s t r a n g e d o c u m e n t d e c o r a t e d w i t h marks and s q u i g g l e s w h i c h bear no r e s e m b l a n c e t o locat ion 
wa lkers f ind t h e m s e l v e s in. 

N for N u m b e r s - h e a d c o u n t w h i c h for var ious reasons f luc tua tes . 

O for O d d - w o r d appropr ia te w h e n d e s c r i b i n g o t h e r bushwalkers . 

P for P h o t o g r a p h y - pas t ime a s s o c i a t e d w i th hyster ia w h i c h s u p p o s e d l y jus t i f i es d e s t r u c t i o n of fauna and f lora 
for a be t te r shot . Can be c o u n t e r e d by fa lse birds ' nests and o ther red herr ings. 

Q for Q u i c k e r - o n e of t h e leader 's favour i te words . O n e of t h e rabble 's most feared. 

R for Rest - per iod of t ime never of suf f ic ient dura t ion , w h i c h b e c o m e s shor te r in t i m e and m o r e f requent in 
d i rec t p r o p o r t i o n t o one 's inc reas ing fa t igue . 

S for Survey - qu ick look at map by p rospec t i ve leader t h e day b e f o r e a wa lk in vain h o p e that ' s o m e t h i n g 
famil iar 1 wi l l appear on t h e day. 

T for Tent - r id icu lous ly expens ive p iece of easi ly to rn mater ia l . S imi la i p roper t i es to Anorak. Spec ia l ly 
d e s i g n e d to g ive smal les t in te rna l space for largest a m o u n t of mater ia l used . A lways one size too smal l for 
t h e n u m b e r of o c c u p a n t s . Use fu lness r e d u c e d if poles, pegs, ropes are left at home. 

U for U n d e r g r o w t h - v e g e t a t i o n o f t e n as t h i c k and i m p e n e t r a b l e as average bushie . 

V for Vert ical - t y p e of wa lk f avoured by leaders. For tunate ly usual ly m o d i f i e d to e i g h t y - n i n e d e g r e e s on the 
day. 

W for W a t e r - s o m e t h i n g in p lent i fu l supply w h e n not n e e d e d but s e e m i n g l y non-ex is tent w h e n w e a t h e r is hot. 
Has been dec la red to be bet ter t h a n beer on a hot day. N i c k n a m e Adam's Ale, aqua pura or H,.0. 

X for Xhaus t ion - most c o m m o n s ta te of average w a l k e r before , d u r i n g a n d af ter a walk. 

Y for Y o u n g e r - d i m m e m o r y of what it felt l ike be fore a walk. 

Z for Z Z Z Z - f a v o u r i t e s o u n d m a d e by b u s h i e w h e r as leep u n d e r a s h a d y t ree, a s i tua t ion g u a r a n t e e d to at t ract 
s q u a d r o n s of f l ies and m o s q u i t o e s . Incenses ^ i d e r w h o w i s h e s to be mak ing t racks. 

ZZZZZZZzzzzzzzzz 

~' Courtesy of the Brisbane Bushwalker, March 1986 and the lllawarra NPA Newsletter, October 1986. 



F i e l d G u i d e t o t h e Nat ive T rees of t h e A .C .T . 
This pocket book desc r ibes 60 spec ies of t rees of four met res or more that 
are known to g row natura l ly w i th in the boundar ies of the ACT. It is wr i t t en 
for the non-spec ia l i s t and has ins t ruc t ions on how to use a bo tan ica l key. 
For easy re fe rence it is d iv ided into th ree p a r t s - Euca lypts ; Acac ias and 
o ther spec ies , w i th t rees that are s imi lar p laced s ide by side. 

Each spec ies is t rea ted separa te ly and is ful ly i l lus t ra ted, wi th a thumbna i l 
map to show whe re au then t i ca ted spec imens have been co l l ec ted A key 
to all spec ies , index and g lossary are prov ided 

The Fie ld Gu ide is usefu l in the ne ighbour ing Sou the rn Tab le lands 
(Gou lburn . Cooma. Kosc iusko Nat iona l Park) 
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A U S T R A L I A 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Held at S pm. Room /. Grittm Centre Bunda Street. CIVIC 

D E C E M B E R - N o m e e t i n g 

J A N U A R Y - N o m e e t i n g 

F E B R U A R Y - T h u r s d a y 18 
Roger Treagus. an act ive m e m b e r of (he New Sou th Wa les Nat iona l Parks Assoc ia t ion , wil l g ive an 
i l lus t ra ted talk about his recent ho l iday and fact f ind ing tour in Sou th Amer ica. Roger wi l l d iscuss 
ra inforest m a n a g e m e n t and land m a n a g e m e n t in genera l as he obse rved them in Chi le . Peru. 
Ecquador and Argent ina . Roger is cu r ren t l y p repar ing a f i lm about his tr ip. 


