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tima aacratarial services.

o act from August.

yourselves,

PRESIDENT'S FOREWORD

With incraaaing memberghip, more dglailed submissions to he researched and written on
maore conservation issues, more cortact with department and more involvament in congsrvation
and recreation in the A.C.T., the Association work-load has hecome heavier pach year.

A special meating of the committee wag hald recently to diacusg among other things maana of
increaging participation by members in routing duties, and sesking grants to finance part or full

At present wa have an acting secratary who must leave the position in May and ona voluntasar

So0: may | ask anyone with any abifity to make an effort and contuact any commitiee member so that
the Associatien may continue to function efficiently in all ite activitles. Pleose |oin us and help us and

COTTER CATCHMENT STUDIES

Fluctuating Government Interest in the Cotter Catch-
ment, and uncertaln responsibilities, had been causing dis-
quiet to responsible NCDC officers over 2 number of yeirs
untll In August 1982 the /nterdepartmental Committec on
Environment Quality requested the NCDC to establish a
Working Party to prepare a policy plan lor the Catchment.
I was Invited to be a member of It, representing the com-
munity groups who use the Catchment. Other members are
three from the NCDC, and one cach from Conservation and
Agriculture {Department of Territorles and Local Govern-
ment), Forests Section (DTLG), Forest Research (CSIRO),
and thc Water Supply and Quality Section of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Constructlon.

The Study Group has collected just on 90 publications
on the natural features of the Catchment and with support-
ing maps at a scale of 1:100,000 has reviewed them under
nine headings. The authorities probably now have enough
hard facts to formulate a common-sense policy for the
Catchment, with Canberra's water supply as a first con-
sideratlon, except for Information on fire, community
wishes, and present public use,

The effects of firc on the environment and run-off are
being studled by the CSIRO Division of Water and Land
Resources in co-operation with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment incomprehensive experiments on tributary catchments,
which one hopes will put an end to unfounded arguments
on the question.

In terms of the Tirst of my terms of reference 'to act as
spokesperson for all community groups who use the Cotter
Catchment’, | canvassed 14 socleties and many individuals,
and was a little put out whon our Chairman told me that he
had wanted facts, and that their submissions were matters
of opinion. Well, of coursc, what clse? A spokesman is ‘one
deputed to voice the opinions of 4 body etc.' {ref. the
Shorter Oxford), bLesides, the facls are extremely well
documented as it is. These opinians will however be con-
sidered when the Working Party formulates its policy. |
have urged that community views should be sought by
advertisement and this will probably be done, to pive an
opportunity for Lhose societies | may have missed to present
their views and lor uthers to make amendments.

The secand term ol referenge is "to provide information
on the exisling community uses in the Cotter Catchment,
using bath personal knowledge and information provided
by community groups’. The Workmg Party wished to know
what people or groups (furmally constituted or not) enter
the Catchment tegulrhy o casualh, win they do {enio
ment, education, amusement, soentilic pUrposes, exeryisel,
where thev o, the routes they take, how long they st
and how they regard the area. Most societies cam assed
enter the Catchment primartdy tar open air enjosment, with
spin-offs from nature <tudy in aie broadest sense, e.g the
Canberra Bushwalking Club, the National Parks Assagigtion,
the Family Bushwalkers, the Canberra Alpme Club. Records
mver the past three vears showed that the NP had two
pack and X5 day o walks 12 with wme objedtive beades

simple enjoyment. None of the other clubs mentioned any
specific objectives.

The next biggest group comprises those with speciallzed
tnterests, namely orienteering, sclentifle work {animals and
plants mainly), motor rallylng, angling and archaeology. In
addition there arc Independently organized activities and
occasions when clubs co-operate for events such as search
and rescue.

All ths information s for the use of the NCDC Working
Party who will formulate a policy plan for the use of I.hc.
arca, with particular reference to public access. it will be
open for public comment. Robert Story

ORRORAL VALLEY GRAZING LEASES
ADDED TO GUDGENBY

The Minister for Territories and Local Government, Mr
Uren announced a number of additions to the Gudgenby
Nature Reserve last December and among these were the
grazing leases of the Orroral Valicy.

The NPA has becn lobbying successive minlsters for
over five years on this Issuc. The NPA would llke to con-
gratulate Mr Uren lor hls Initiative and the additlons to the
Reserve, many of which were loreshadowed when the
Reserve was declared in 1978.

All the major upland valleys In the Reserve, Orroral,
Gudgenby and Naas have been used for grazing since the
nineteenth century with changes to the natural ccosystems
reflecting this use. It is important for the Integrity of the
Reserve as a conservation arca that all these arcas be incor-
porated Into the Reserve and be allowed to regencrate to
natural conditions. This would add to the diversity of the
ccosystems represented and thus boccome more reprosenta-
tive of the systems typical of this area.

The other major man-made feature remakning in the
Orraral Valley is the Tracking Station complex with its
assacitled outstations on the slopes of Mt Orraral. When
the station ¢loses next year, the NPA would like 1o see all
this temoved so that the valley once again becomes a
totally natural area. We are certainty labbying for this to
oceur,

O the ather valleys mentioned, Gudgenby is still used
for graging although the Minister's announcement said that
this ton waould be added to the Reserve. When and how this
will oocur is as yet unclear. Naas Valley still contains free-
hold dand Mr Lhen sqid that this would be progressively
dequired. not a very reassuring statement ds sugcessive
ministers have heen mahking similar statements singe 1968,
and to date anly a small partion af the freehold land with-
in the then planned boundasies has been subscyuenths
acygurered

The NPA will continge to lobby un this point as indeed
on mamy ather ey allecting the Resenve | appeal to
members o wnite to Mo Lren expressing their concern at
the vontinued use of leasehold and freehold land withen the
Reverse bor grazimg and that thes land be restored 1o the

Reserse as soon as posable Neville £ i



The Association's work in seeding and arresting erosion on the Nursery Swamp firetrail has been well worthwhile. There has also been good

regeneration of native species and in places it is now difficult to see, as the phato shows, the line of the bulldozed trail.

THE MURRUMBIDGEE RIVER CORRIDOR

For more than three years now, the Mational Parks
Association has been concerned about the conservation
status of the Murrumbidgee River in the ACT.

In July 1981 NPA prepared a submission for the Inquiry
on the Murrumbidgee River conducted by the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee on the ACT. The submission called for
the declaration of a Murrumbidgee River Corridor, legal
protection for this corridor as a nature reserve under the
ACT Nature Conservation Ordinance and for a halt to
further urban developments in the Tuggeranong and West
Murrumbidgee area. NPA representatives elaborated on these
proposals at a hearing of the Joint Committee in November
1982. To date, the findings of this inquiry have not been
made public.

Towards the end of last year, the NCDC called for com-
ments on its recently published draft policy and develop-
ment plan for the Murrumbidgee River Corridor. With the
aim of ensuring that all interested individuals and organisa-
tions had the best available knowledge on which to com-
ment, the NPA, in conjunction with the Molanglo Chapter
of the Australian Conservation Foundation, convened a
symposium on 25 February. The symposium, arranged by
Neville Esau, was funded out of a grant for community
educational activities received by NPA through the Com-
munity Development Fund.

About 80 people attended the sympasium and key
speakers included local politicians and representatives from
government departments, CCAE and the conservation
movement. The four-hour session provided a wealth of
information about the natural and cultural value of the
Murrumbidgee River, the threats to it, plus an outline of
NCDC's plans.

The submission subsequently prepared by an NPA work-
ing group stresses that the Murrumbidgee River is first and
foremost a natural asset. It is imporiant for the continuity
of habitat of several species of migratory birds and fish, for
other fauna and flora and for its scenic qualities.

THE COVER — Snow gum, Bimberi — Photo Pieter Arriensg

— Photo Reg Alder
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N.P.A. Murrumbidgee River Carridor and Buffer Zone Proposal,

In brief, the submission calls for:

i. Thedeclaration of a continuous corridor through the entire length
of the river in the ACT, in accordance with a submitted map
{drawn up by Garth Abercrombie}

2. Legislative protection under the ACT Nature Conservation

Crdinance for this corridor

The development of special policies for management of the area

The declaration of a wider butfer zone to provide added protec-

tion to the Murrumbidgee Nature Reserve and to preserve the

visual values of the corridor

5. These measures to be implemented immediately, and certainly
before any further development takes place within the delineated
areas,

The submission also commented in detail on various
development proposals for the area. Copies of the full sub-
mission are held by the Committee.

P

Denise Robin



Margaret Ashton attended the Bird Observers Club
Christmas Camp at Nariel, Corryong, Victoria. Penny and
Dale Hebbard rafted the Nymboida River, and the Haynes
family attended the Summer Schoal at [indabyne covering
the history of the Snowy Mountains.

o

The mid-January weekend found a large group dwelling
between two ski fodges in Perisher and }indabyne. Mesting
at Charloties Pass on the Saturday In periect weather, they
were soon scattered far and wlde between Mt Carruthers
and Twynam, to the Blue Lake and all areas between., ..
each group ‘doing their own thing’ including two members
identifying over 90 plants and flowers.

He o e

January and February short walks with many swims
proved extremely popular, and would be well worth
repeating,

LLLELT]

January long weekend saw a happy group enjoying the
beauties of Bombala State Forest in the Tantawangalo arca,
during which time our President and Jean celebrated thelr
34th wedding anniversary and Jean her birthday!

LELLLE )

In March, Garth kept his promise to join in one of Betty
Campbell's ‘casy’ walks and found himsclf among the
(unusual) turnout of a complete female group! Scribbly
Gum understands the challenge is now out for Betty to join
onc of Garth's walks!

LA LR E L]

Some 60 1o 70 members and Iriends af all ages spent
Canberra Day weekend al Edrom Locdge, Cden, in perfect
weather, Apart from the ¢hatty, close chaos at culinary and
catering times, cach went their own way and a wealth of
activities were enjoyed: visits to Bovd Town and the light-
house, walks to Boyd Tower, masses of swimming and sun-
bathing, and a few hatdy souls chimbed MU hialay. In the
evenings, more chalting, table tennis and carpet baowls belore
a mosquito disturbed sleep. Withaut any thunder, there were
(so | hear) a number of "Hashes w dommitary one as the
ladies prepared tor bed one night uh 1oosee the photo-
graphs or to steal the negatives

hEE R

Qnie mare The OUnwn o the Binderrs Ranges got the
better of a group, whoe never thelessenpoyed G good Jimbs
ang roack seramble However, gl honesty | they oontld not
bave reached the vuter peelngs ! The Onmion! better

luch nest time perhaps
S E @sﬂ'n
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SUMMER WALK THROUGH GUDGENBY
NATURE RESERVE — SOUTH TO NORTH

I started at the road border with New South Wales at
midday, 2 January. In the previous thirty-six hours plenty
of rain had fallen. | walked heside Grassy Creek for forty-five
minutes until the valley widened and there | had lunch. A
AW.D. track east of the creek offered an easler path to the
north than the lush grass [ had been walking In. | surprised
two foxes. Oneharked before they ran away. In the distance
was Shanahans Mountain.

| headed a little east past a stockyard to approach the
southern end of the Shanahans Mountain ridge. Grassy
Creek Jolns with Naas Creek here and by crossing below the
confluence | made things difficult, | had to carry my ruck-
sack over my head, and the flow was rather fast,

At 3.00p.m. | entered the southernmost part of the
burnt area (Grid Ref. 82:29 ACT 1:100,000). An hour later
| set up camp. Water was obtalned at a creck running parallel
to the ridae five minutes walk to the west,

A cool changoe came through during the night. The next
day began at 8.15 when | started the haul up Shanahan.
The bush was thin and on the long summit arca the wild-
flowers wore varlous and In abundance. | was to find thistles
here and in other locations on the waik.

As | walked north the damage to the cucalypt woodland
became worso. At lunchtime [ heard 2 trce or bough crash
Lo the ground. There were large holes In the ground where
tree trunks and fence posts had burned away. ] saw many
cucalypt scedlings. Most of this growth resembled that of
hardenberglas. My trousers bocame stalncd by charcoal, The
cucalypts certalnly are regencrating along this somewhat
stony rldge, but most of the bigger trees aro charred
skeletons,

In breezy weather | continued until about five kilometres
south of Booth Hili. | found a pleasant unburned patch and
stopped for tho day at 4,00p.m. Late that night the sound
ol kangaroos breaking curled-up cucalypt bark woke me,
These things go bang.

Early Wednesday the air was still and | donned warm
clothes for breakfast. The fallen fence 1 had walked beside
all the previous day continued. Walking north | had beauti-
ful views of Mount Gudgenby to the west covered by rising
fog. After an hour | took some photographs and headed
down a westerly spur, disturbing large grey kangaroos. |
stopped to look and photograph the valley of Rendezvous
Creek and Yankee Hat.

The descent from the Booth Range was steepish but safe
and | expected 1t would lead me to a 4 W.D. trall. But | had
left the main ridgo tarly and 1 came out further south and
lower in altitude than expected. { refllled my flask near the
bottom and relaxed. As | walked north through bush | saw
four owls overhead. They stared, but then became camera
shy when my Minolta was brought out.

A short but very steep casterly trail section followed. It
became casler and then gently downhill and led me Lo
Brandy Flat Hut. There was no company unfortunately,
but there was a clear day and a light breeze, The water tank
was (ull. 1t had been three years since | had visited the hut,

My N.S.W. 1:25,000 map showed the track 1 had ful-
lowed headed toward Glendaie, But long grass had covered
the back, | inadvertently headed down a new tire trail
which continued on from the trail 1o the south ot Brandy
Flat Tlue Alter forts punuetes 1 reabised 1 was headed o
Nuaas. 1 bush bashed westwards toward Glendate. Later that
atternonn |look up the matter wath 4 Ranger at Gudgenly, |
Pauime Watchorn, She agreed that it would be an eass s
take to make The new bire trail was buanlt Juring the wimimer
jus i lites

Wild pigs live in the Glendale ared whete cattle used to
graze They are toraging “ploughing’ in the drainage lines
and vausng plenty ot damage Nearer Glendale Crosang |
passed the new Bepot The buildings house construction
amd mantengnge sebidles and equepment | called moat the
Intormation Centre, rested and tathed and vollected food
lett there previogsdy  The Gudeenby Ruver was high and



The sheiter hut at Brandy Flat in the Reserve is now fully enclosed against the weather. Some of the participants an a recent N.P.A. Sunday

Quting,

with the heavy pack it took care, patience and considerable
time to cross. | camped and washed some clothes. It rained
in Canberra that evening, but not further south in Gudgenby.

[ made a later start next morning and then entered the
Orrorai Valley. The leases used for cattle grazing have been
resumed very recently, but | chose to walk in the easy way
along the road. Small stands of dark-leafed eucalypts en the
north side stand out.

| entered the guardhouse at Orroral Tracking Station and
telephoned my location to friends in Canberra. A worker
there warned me of copperhead, brown, black and tiger
snakes. From this point, one dirt road runs up the valley.
Two 4W.D. trails run through the paddocks. One com-
mences at a gate a hundred metres before the tracking
station. My adviser on snakes suggested | take this route,

Bui after a kilometre in too long grass | walked to the
adjacent dirt road. 1 was not wearing gaiters, and the grass
seeds in my socks were ring barking me at the ankles. Water
from the range above me flowed across the road in places.
A turn to the right led me through a very attractive stand of
eucalypts and into the valley toward a hut. It has been get-
ting slept in regularly and was locked. The location is
beautiful, and the views include granite boulders on the
northerly side. The Booth Range can be seen in profile. Its
summit of 1,585 metres exceeds the highest point on the
Tidbinbilla Range.

The hut’s immediate surrounds included trees containing
sheep carcasses, a wrecked supcermarket trolley and other
metallic junk including cans. This site needs a big clean-up.
Next morning | breakfasted and then headed west past a
stockyard. There were many drainlines running across the
valley, and damage to them has becn done by the grazier's
vehicle.

| passed twenty cattle in a paddock and the small flies
became a nuisance. | arrived at the valley’s top end, which
is sourrounded by hills on three sides. [t is boggy in this

— Photo Reg Alder

area and | just got across the ford without getting wet socks.
A spectacular sight was two startled kangaroos jumping
about grass clumps near the dirt cutting which girts the
western end of the valley.

Now on the Smokers Trail | found a ford missing and
hopped across the upper Orroral. The day was warm. |
knelt and put my head deep into the water. Then | began
walking up the steep trail. Nearing the top, large mossy
boulders appeared in the thick bush. Around lunchtime |
heard a waterfall but did not have energy to explore the
creek two hundred or so metres away.

After funch | ascended two hundred metres more verti-
cally on the track. | had frequent rests. Where the trail
turned east after Smokers Flat | diverged north across an
alpine bog. It was slow going, and | photographed a patch
of wildflowers. | saw a wild pig and then stopped and rested
on a ridge top at 4.00p.m. | had to go north to the Corin
Dam road. The descent to it was tiring as | dodged holes,
logs and small lcafless trees. Then the pines appearced and |
arrived at Smokers Gap after nine hours walking.

During the evening | saw numerous horses and kangaroos.
Next morning the tent, ground and washed clothing was
wel from a heavy dew. | had becn the only camper here,

| hcaded north-west. The further one goes into the High
Range the more difficult walking becomes. One scrambles
over, around and along fallen trees. The Alpine Ash trees
are tall and straight, with few if any branches before their
crowns, But here these rough-barked trees seem insufficiently
rooted e¢nd fail down. Further west a bushwalker is like a
smail ant trying to walk through matches emptied from a
matchbox. The area | was walking was near the recently
built ski run, not far from that spectacular group of mono-
liths, Billy Billy Rocks.

1 walked too far to the north and could not get across
the summit of a hill decorated with boulders. My goal,
Fishing Gap, became unreachable. | headed down toward




the Fishing Gap road. Here | saw the only snakes for the
whole trip. 1t was steep, similar to the previous fate aflter-
noon's walking. Bush-bashing duwnhill with a heavy pack in
sleep, rocky country vith holes while laoking to avoid snakes
Is hazatdous. The hills north and south of Smokers Gap
nresent the most difficult walking in the ALC.T. | know,

I reached the Fishing Gap road at 3.45p.m. and walked
down 1o the ring road of the Tidbinhilla Nature Reserve.
My five and a haif days walking had been enjoyable and
cducational. The weather had been cool 1o warm only and
my provisloning and planning adequate. Al no slage did |
need to carry more than a litre of water {(however, | did
carry extra at certain points).

The Booth Range Is badly burned, particularly the centre
section. Bushwalkers walking in the former grazing areas of
Gudgenby Nature Reserve should wear galters in long grass,
Lvery day | saw damage caused by wiril plgs, even on the
castern side of the High Range in Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve,
Actlon is needed to ellminate the pigs and protect the
drainage lines and bogs they forage in.

Nicholas Blandford

SOUND ADVICE

In 1882 George Ernest (*Chinese’) Morrison set out to
walk from the Guif of Carpentaria to Melbourne alone to
prove that exploratory partles had a greater chance of
success If they were small, He covered the 2043 miies In
123 days and set down the following hints for the would-
bo transcontinental walker,

Drink well before starting. Drink only at long Intervals,

Soap the inside of the stockings before setting out making
a thick lather all over. A raw egg broken into a boot before
putting It on greatly softens the leather, Thirst is fever of
the palate. Exclte the saliva — moisten with olive oil.

THE BARRINGTON TOPS

I expect that the Barrington Tops are well known Lo
some of our members but those who lick Tamiliarity with
the area may carc to have a bricl account for possible future
reference. The area is a most interesting one, well worth a
visit, and is casily accessible, My wile and | cannot claim to
have walked all over the Tops but we saw cnough on a
recent campervan tour to gdin a usetul impression,

The Barrington Tops consist ot a rugged mountain mass
running up to heights of 1530 metres and located between
Scone and Gloucester. These mountdins have a high raintall
and this, coupled with the altitude ol the Tops and a varicty
ol soil types, has produced an unusaal diversity ol vegeta-
tion, There we considerable areas aof rain torest but at high
altitudes there are patches of open alpine grassland. These
latter areas e sometimes foutd w dose prosimity (o
stands ol Antarctic Beedh,

The Tops have Tong been recagnised as an red of eseep
tional interest for natute Tosers and budy walkers though
initally s main use was as g sadree of tmber, 1 has been
extensively  logged. The Barnmgton Tops Natonal Parh
consists ot three disconnegted areas lormmg nhands waithin
Torests controfled by the Torestry Conpmaaon Tl eathes
cutions situation has stimulated the Forestey Commsaon
inh\ [Hn\l.llng RULENT) AT RIEAISNAWLRE TN AR ot viseloa taoihites
the areas remainimg under e contral The Commann has
developed a remarkably Farge ngmber of atteactoe am well
lard out and well mamtaned campong grounds, Toresd parke
and promie areas Another curonsis teature o that both the
NPWS and the adopt g relased attitude
towands WD and motoer (vdle v tes Whether thiv i g
povd thing s vpen to gqueston but the wluation s guirty

( [R1ATARRENNERIA]

different to that found in southern NL.S.W.

Access 1o the Barrington Tops ¢an be gatned from
several directions. Coming from Canberra the nedrest
route is probably along the excellent Forest Road which
runs hetween Seone and Gloucester. A good jumping off
paint at which 1n overnight ¢n route is the State Recrea-
tion Area at the Glenhawn Dam near Scone. The forest
road passes along the northern edge of one sectton of the
National Park. A number of admirable camping grounds
and fine lookouts have been established in the forest through
which the road passes. From onc of these camping grounds
al Polblue Swamp, beautifully situated overlooking a shallow
yalley of alplne meadowland, a track leads off to the main
Natlonal Park section of the Tops. This s trafficable by
AWD vehicles.

From Gloucester there Is good access Lo the small, flrst
proclalmed section of the Natlonal Park on the Gloucester
River. There Is a fine and extensive N.P.W.S, camping
area here, In October we lound It remarkable for the almost
deafening uproar at night created by two kinds of mating
frog, a large green tree frog and a smaller brown frog.

The road past the camplng area soon leaves the Natlonal
Park to ascend through State Forest and then re-enter part
of the maln National Park sectlon to reach the Gloucester
Tops, Here on the wostern side of theroad s alpine meadow
and some 200 metres or 50 to the cast a splendld stand of
Antarctic Beech. The meadow land is the source of the
Gloucester River and the beautlful Gloucester Falls are near-
by. This area Is accessible to conventlonal vehicles but
further on the track Is for walkers and 4WD only.

To roach the remalning areas of the Barrington Tops you
must, I you havo a conventlonal car, make a considerable
detour to Dungog from where you tako the Chichoster Dam
road, Before you reach the dam you branch off to the right
along the Telegherry Forest Road 1o the charming Telogherry
Forest Park. A large camping area adjoins the Forest Park.
A little further on 1s the even more spacious Frylng Pan
camping ground. To the west there Is a loop road between
these two camplng areas, It passes through raln forest and
the Mountalneer Reserve.

From Telegherry one has to make yet another detour
westward through agricultural land to the Chichester State
Forest, Adjoining the entrance to this forest Is the substantial
and privately owned Barrington Housc guesthouse, The arca
is draincd by the Willlams and Allyn Rivers and contains
several forest parks. From onc of these, the small Lagoon
Pinch Farest Park, a very steep 4WD track takes off to
Carey's Peak and the Barrington Tops proper. We did not
get there but by all accounts it must be an exceptionally
fine picce of country.

We can strongly recommend a visit 1o the Barrington
Tops. Bul some points should be borne in mind. The Tops
have a severe winter climate. The arca is close 1o Newcastle
and the Hunter Valley and at holiday times may be crowded.
The access roads to the Gloucester and Allyn Rivers crass a
number ol fords which quickly become Impassable after
heavy rain, Poltflue Swamp would be a good starting puint
for walkers especially it they cauld arrange to be plcked up
later at the Gloucester River camping ground or the
Barrinton House guesthouse. And watch out Tor recreational
JWI vehicles Some of their dovers are an unmitigated curse,

Ihe area is too comples to be presented intelligibly on g
siall shetch map o o Asspdiation Bulleting The NPWS
Mas same usetul Ieallets but the maps are poat. 1 would
advise intending vsitors o obtgin the Forestry Commission
PE2S 00 map whinh shows whee all the Commission™s
Lacrlies are to e touand 1 e aailalbste teom the Forestry
Commession's Cueanbeyan odbee This wonld best be sup-
plemented by the National Mappeng T TOGU000 map. Untor.
Lunatels the e of interest s tognd v the corners of 3
maps soovou reallv need Sheers 9133 (Camberwell), 9134
(EHerston) and Y234 (Dungogl They may be obitained from
the Navomal Alapping Otnge, Uit 30 Cameron Qdiges,
Beloonnen
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The wet weather since planting together with the skills and diligence of Charles Hill and his helpers have combined to ensure that our tree
planting project at Gudgenby has been given a good start. At the February work party, guards were removed or their height was adjusted.

A BULBINE IS A BULBINE IS A BULBINE
OR 1S IT?

“See one gum tree and you've seen the lot.” Thus speaks
the critical newcomer who is still unaware of all the subtle
differences which enable eucalypts to be separated into
some five hundred species. Those who know the fleshy-
leaved perennial “'Native Onion”, Bufbine bulbosa, may be
excused for seeing these apparently invariant yellow lilies in
much the same light.

Of course, anyone who is also acquainted with the little
annual Bufbine, the ""Native Leek’, B. semibarbata, knows
that the Australian bulbines come in at least two kinds. But
even though B bufbose and B. semibarbata are easily
distinguished by their petal length — more than 8 mm (8.
bulbosa) or less than 8 mm (B. semibarbata) — cven these
two species are not so very different Both have fleshy,
onion-like leaves. Both send up a bare (lowering stem with
buds clustered at the top in a compact cylindrical or
pyramidal head (raceme) which gradually clongates,
separating the flowers as they open, ane or twu per day,
from the bottom upwards. Both have yellow flowers which,
in bud, display prominent green midribs on the petals.

Most current Floras attribute all the Australian bulbines
to either the perennial, 8. bulbosa, or to the annual, &
semibarbata, group, though current research indicates that
the number of recognised species will have to be extended.
Any Bulbine you find growing in the A.C.T. will almost
certainly be a percnnial and will key out, according to the
‘Floras, and on the petal measurements given above, as
B. bulbosa. AL first glance you may think, as our critic did
of the genus Eucalyptus, that it is a very uniform and
uninteresting species. But as a distinguished former Presi-
dent of our Association would have said, this is a case of
“eyes or ho eyes'’,

— Photo Reg Alder

Next Spring have a really good look, first of all, at the
Bufbine plants growing in and around Canberra itse!f. You
will find them, amongst other places, on the south-western
and southern slopes of Mt Majura, around the northern
boundaries of the Federal Golf Course, along Narrabundah
Lane and on the roadside just past Mt Tennant as you drive
towards Gudgenby. You will see that the leaves on these
plants are dull green, probably slightly rough to the touch,
and few in number. Then loock at the stamens. They are
strongly bunched together on one side of the flower, The
oblong anthers remain more or less erect after they have
shed their pollen, and thelittle beards of ¢lub-shaped vellow
hairs at the tops of the stamens are fixed so close to the
bases of the anthers that the latter are partly hidden.

Then, when you have a chance, compare Lhese with the
Bulbine plants you will find growing on the slopes above
the Cotter Dam, on top of the ridge at Adam's Tank, on
the western slopes of Mt Clear or by the side of the Mt
Franklin road on the Brindabellas. The leaves of these
“mountain’” plants are smooth and glaucous (grcy-green}
and more succulent and more numerous than those of their
Canberra counterparts. The stamens are less strongly
bunched than in the Canberra plants. The anthers do not
remain erccl after shedding their pollen, but tip backwards
1o form tliny horizontal arches. In addition, each little beard
of yellow hairs is attached a litile distance below the anther
instedd of directly underneath. The result is that you can
sce a4 short length of bare stamen filament between beard
and aather.

As you will have realised by now, these are really two
distinct species, |If you tried 1o cross them you would find
that they are mutually incompatible. Over the nearly two
hundred years of Australian botany, several attemptis have
been made to establish them as separate species, but because
of the difficulty of telling them apart, especially in dried



herharium specimens where floral features are hard 1o
distinguish, later taxonomists have lumped them together
again,

An examina.on of the underground parts of each type
provides further cvidence that we are dealing with two
distinct entitles, B bulbosa has the bulb-shaped tuber
indicated by its name, while the mountatn form has not.
If you were ta go till further, and count their chromosomes
under 4 microscope, you would find that 8. bulbosa has
24, or the doubled {polyplold) number of 48 chromosomes,
while the mountain group has the rather odd number of
46, In future Floras these two groups will probably be
treated as separate species once again.

50, even in this one small geographlc region, our apparent-
ly uniform perennlal n fact comprises two distlnet species.
But that s just the beginning of the variation to be found
once ong starts investigating. Even within the lowland
“bulbed” forms, there are, as Indicated above, both 24-
and 48-chromosome populations. Moreover, whlle some
populations flower as carly as Sepiember, others do not
flower until January or February, Different populatlons can
vary also In petal colouration, in the time of day at which
their flowers open and close, In tho way lMowering s affected
by periods of cloud cover, in the dormancy characterlstics
of the seeds, in some of the chomical constituents of the
leaves, and In the number and shape of the leaf hairs. In
some populations the six stamens aro almost equal In length,
In others they are quite unequal. The ratlo of styic length
1o stamen length Is varlable. Indeed, iM you were to examine
the species throughout its distribution range, you would
find Interesting varlation in almost any attribute you liked
to study, The same Is true of the annual, B semibarbata
group.

Whon we think that all Bufbine plants are much the same,
we are lookIng only al the basic goneral form, which has
apparently continued to serve Lthe genus well throughout Its
evolutlon: the fleshy leaves, the yellow Tlowers, the clonga-
ting raceme atop a bare stom. We are missing the wealth of
more subtle variation and diversification which underlics
the apparent uniformity and which has clearly evolved In
the course of Bufbine’s adaption to a wide range of habitats
throughout temperature and arld Australla.

In Africa, several Bulbine species have been used by
native tribes for medicinal purposes. Queensland aborigines
are reputed to have used Bulbine tubers as food. Who knows
what interesting therapeutic or other propertics may still
remain to be dlscovered in some as yet unstudied population
or specles of the Australian Bufbine? As our arcas of native
vegelation conlinue 1o dwindle, It would be a pity if the
relevant populations disappear before we find out what
they have to offer. Some proposed strategics aim Lo preserve
genctic diversity by conserving a single representative popula-
tion of cach species. In view of the Bufbine slory, one
wonders whother this wil be enough.

Ldna Watson

NEW MEMBERS

The following new members are welcomed 1o the
Assoclation:

Winnifred  Abernethy, ltughes: Karl Butz, Curtin: Sue fleams,
Deakin: Dugald Brown, Macquarte. Mauteen Biemnet. Yarralumba:
Andrea Borsay, Alnslie; Dr P, and Glilian Hridgew ater, Curtin:
Zathy and Peter Blunt, kaleen: Sheila Cabvert, Rivett: R. ¢ ampbell,
Flyno; R, and . Chatley, Torens; Robert and Margorle Cruthwell,
Curtln; Mavis and Geolf Cook, Pyshwick, Fr. David Cawley , Dickson,
Dr Paul and Ellzabeth Edwarde, Hawket: [ohn and Nathalie Anng
Gascoigne, Weetangerra. Dr AV G Gratton, Syulling Ldel and Harey
Hede, Yarralumla. Peter Henry, Garran: N alerre and Donald Haney
Weston; |anice Harper, Flynn, Gwen Javheon Narrabungah: Jennites
and Ralph Jeffress, Curtin: Stephen hunz, Ainslic, lan hick, W ar
ramanga. Carohvn Ludas, Chefley . Malcalm and elig | aw-e,
OCannor; Merrilvn Lincoln, Kaleen. Jan and [ohn Moove, Weeran
gera: Matcolm and [anice Murray . Wanniasea fuds Maswell A amiga.
Richard and Leslie Qutridge, Flrn, Noble and Geeda Pame, Ainoe
Alic D. Bewes Prarson, Page. David and Rave Ramgy . Kambab.
Narelle Radford, Yarralumla, Sandra van Sogogern St Ruoes
Stewart. O'Connor, Jenniter Sher, (VLomage Wa' Toarr Sa
rabundah. Timothy Walth, Pexr e

ABORIGINAL OCCUPATION AT NURSERY
SWAMP, AC.T.

One of the aims of the Gudgenby Natre Reserve is 'to
protect sites of prehlstoric significance for present and
future generatlons of Australians. For many years, bush-
walkers using the reserve have noticed stone artefact
scatters and other slgns of Aboriginal occupation such as
stone arrangements. [t Is obvious that the arca that is now
the Gudgenby Nature Reserve was once Inhabited by
Aborigines. We know from carly historical accounts that
the Ngunawal people of the southern uplands gathered at
Gudgenby prior to travelling to the mountaln peaks to hunt
Bogong moths.2 Other tribal groups from as far afield as
Gippsland also travelled long distances to take part in moth
feasts. What we don't know Is whether the apparently
frlendly inter-tribal relatlons which facliltated these gather-
ings were a post-European phenomenon or whether they go
far back Into prehistory. it is difficult 10 extract this type
of cultural detail from the archacloglcal record, but the
data retrfeved through cxcavation and fleld survey provide
the basls from which wo can plece together a plcture of past
lifestyles,

Previous research by Dr |. Flood?3 rovealod several painted
rockshelters In the Reserve, at Yankee IMat and Rendezyous
Creek with cultural deposits going back soveral hundred
years. A survey of the proposed park arca by Winston-
Gregson4 added another cighteen to the st of small open
sites, rockshelters and stono arrangements. Recent excava-
tions at a painting site In Nursery Swamp by Dr A, Rosen-
feld of AN.U.5 gave a radiocarbon date of 3,700 years
B.P. making It the carliest date so far recorded In the A.C.T.

Because of the small size, shallow depth and low fre-
quency of archaoological sltes In tho southern uplands, Dr
Flood suggests that the arca could not or did not support
large permanont Aboriginal populations In the past. It has
come to be accepted that the evidence reflects short term,
scasonal occupation, with valleys Iike Nursery and Rendez-
vous functioning primarlly as cortidors to the mountain
peaks above. However, my recent fleld studies at Nurscry
Swamp have shown that there aro several hundred stone
tool scatters, some covering many square metres, as well as
more palnting sites and an axc quarry. It Is apparent that
ihe frequency and varloty of archacological sites in the area
is much greater than orlginally thought, and thls is probably
the case for other montanc valleys. It may be necessary to
rethink our theorles on how and why these valleys were
used by Aborigines In the past. The questlons that my
studies are dirccted towards are:— how long has Nursery
Swamp boen occupied and at what times of the year;
what food resources were avallable and how they were
explolted; whoere were the sources of raw materials for
making stone artefacts and what were the techniques used
in thelr manufacture?

The radiocarbon dates point to an eccupation beginning
at least 4,000 years ago and we have to ask whal caused
this relatlvely late movement to the uplands when Aborigi-
nes had been dwelling on the coast of N.S.W. for some
26,000 years.6 The reasons could be tied up in a papulation
expansion forcing people to move into previously unoc-
cupied areas. Or it could be to do with changes in artelact
technolugies which enabled the exploitation of resourees
previously denicd 1o the Abotigines. The proliteration of
simple quartz tools in Late Prehistoric assemblages i South
East Australia indicates that this mav be the case but Turthw
research is nevessary, an this problem

On the uther hand further excavations may reveal older
dates, perhape back to 10,000 vears ago. AL this bme
chimatic changes may hase triggered popubation maobilin
into "margingl areas’? athough the concept of a 'margingl
arca’ s tncky one, partivubarhy since we now know that
Abongines were Ining ot kutiking cave in Suuthwest
Tasmanig 20,000 vcars ago at the height of the last placia
buon 8

Under poesent chmatie conditions there are wilticent
resourees and shelter to enable vear round ovcupabion at
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Nursery Swamp. Perhaps this and similar montane valleys
should be considered as complete resource zones that could
have been exploited in their own right and not just as
places to be passed through on the way to the mountain
peaks. |n addition it is unlikely that aboriginal groups
would rely entirely on a single, potentially unrefiable
resource like moths which can, for example, be blown off
course during their migration to the mountain peaks,
Although present in high numbers, they constitute smalil
food packages and so many would be needed for a meal
that they could be virtually wiped out by a season's hunting,
perhaps taking several years to recover. Situated below the
mountain tops, the montane valleys offer a variety of
reliable resources which are easily obtainable. Today there
are large populations of kangaroos and wallzbies on the
swamplands and patches of open country. Possums, wom-
bats, birds, snakes, lizards, rats and yabbies abound, while
Liliaceae and Orchidaceae provide plentiful edible roots
and tubers. The most common plant food is the daisy yam,
which could have been an alternative food source in the
absence of moths.® Organic remains in an archaeological
context provide the best evidence for prehistoric diets, but
the acid soils derived from the granitic rocks in the upland
are not good for their preservation. However the Nursery
Swamp excavation contained the remains of possums,
yabbies, birds and freshwater mussels19 and my excavation
currently in progress near the Nursery Swamp saddle
contains numerous fragments of marsupial bone.

Most of the artefact assemblages collected from the
valley are characterized by small, unretouched flakes made
frem quartz, chert, quartzite, silcrete and fine grained
volcanic rock. A few of the flakes are finely made with
signs of retouch or resharpening along their working edges.
The only formal tools are backed blades. These are made by
applying blunting retouch to the margin opposite the sharp
working edge producing two distinctive forms, the geometric
microlith and the asymmetric (Bondi) point. We can only
speculate as to the function of these tools. Those too small
to be hand held may have been hafted onto wooden shafts
as spear paints or barbs, The naturally sharp edges of other
flakes, particularly quartz flakes may have been used in the
manufacture and maintainence of wooden implements,
butchering and skinning animals and processing plant foods.
The cores from which the blades and flakes were removed
are rare in the assemblapes and if present are very small. A
scarcity of good quality rock for flaking in the area may
have meant that the cores were valued and kept until too
smail to be of any further use.1l While the uplands tool
kit does not have the beautifully stylised examples that are
found in other parts of Australia, this does not mean that
their makers were not craftsmen. The technigues of manu-
facture were those best suited to the environment and the
available raw materials,

The theories and ideas | have discussed above are being
tested throygh my current field work at Nursery Swamp.
Research towards an MA began in 1982 in a study area of
approximately 12 sa.km, covering most of the Nursery
Creek catchment. For the purposes of establishing arch-
aeological site type in terms of environmental setting, |
divided the region into three maijor environmental zones: —
ridge tops, valley slopes and valley floor. Several weeks of
field survey by an enthusiastic crew of A.N.U. prehistory
students showed that most sites are small surface scatters
of artefacts which occur predominantly on the lower valley
slopes. This zone may have been preferred by Aborigines
because it is above the frost hollow and provides ready
access to both forest foods and grazing macropods on the
open areas. These open areas of grassy alluvial fans occur
around the swamp at the southern end of the valley and
the name of the valley derives from their historical use as
a lambing and calving ground.12 We don't know if they are
a natural feature, a result of European clearance, or due to
prolonged Aboriginal burning in the past. An analysis of
pollen and charcoal in cores taken from the swamp last
year will produce a record of any changes in the burning
regimes and vegetation patterns since swamnp deposits began

to accumulate 8,000 years ago.13 [f it can be demonstrated
that Aboriginal burning did occur, presumably to open up
vegetation and stimulate grass growth for grazing animals, it
could indicate that game was an important part of the
Aboriginal diet.

The most impressive site recorded so far is on an 'island’
in the swamp. Chipped stone artefacts are scattered over
about 900 sq.m. and there is evidence that tools were
manufactured at the site. The artefacts were recovered for
further analysis by laying out a grid of 5 metre squares and
collecting alfl surface stone in each square,

There is also a small stone axe quarry not far from the
Island site on the western arm of the swamp. No completed
axes were found during the survey but there are numerous
axe roughouts and flakes of a fine grained volcanic rock
called metedelerite around the bases of some large granite
boulders at the quarry site. The source of the metadolerite
is confined to a few small outcrops near the axe flaking
floors. The close proximity of a large site o the quarry
suggests that it may have been an important source of raw
material for the making of axes subsequently used in trading.

A » Mursery Swamp
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Judging by the high density of artefacts and their extent,
the Nursery Swamp saddle may have been another focus of
Aboriginal activity. Many artefacts were found on the
bridle path between the Orroral Road and the saddle and
on the scarp to the north as well as the previously mentioned
painting site. Some of these are large, flaked pebbles carried
from the river bed. They are not found in sites further down
the valley and this suggests that sites in the upper vailey
were a focus of different activities to those in the lower
valley. This is not surprising since the northern end is steep,
narrow and heavily forested while the southern end is wider,
has a swamp and patches of open country.

Archaeological field work in forested areas like Nursery
Swamp is very interesting and lots of fun but is made dif-
ficult by the extremely poor ground visibility and the rugged
terrain particularly on the ridge tops. It is almost impossible
to crash through the bush and look closely on the ground at
the same time. The more data that is collected in a con-
trolled manner, the better the final interpretation but there is
little that can be done to improve ground visibility and there
are no doubt many more sites waiting to be discovered.

Even though the January ‘83 fires were a disaster, leading
to large scale destruction of native fauna and flora, they
offered several advantages to archaeological survey by
removing forest floor litter and thus improving ground




A goneral view of the palntings In a rock shelter from which a detall
was printed In the March lssue of the Bulletin

— Photo Hodda Morrison
visibility. The fire trall bulldozed through the valley also
alded the discovery of artefactual materlal and hundreds ol
stone tools were collected on the trail where it runs up the
valley to the Rendezvous Creck saddie,

Fleld work Is stlll in progress at Nursery Swamp and the
flnal analysis must walt until this is completed. A picture
is emerging of Aboriginal occupation in the valley from at
least 4,000 years ago on a scasonal or year round basls,
Manufacture of axes and other sltone tools was occurring,
using cxotlc and locally available raw materials with implica-
tions for trade with surrounding tribal groups. The painting’
sltes suggest some sort of ceremonial or ritual activity. The
cxcavated material shows that local fauna was explolted
and we can assume that local plant foods were also eaten.
Occupation seems to be conflined 1o the lower valley slopes
in the form of open sites and small rock shelters. The arte-
fact assemblages suggest a variation in site usage at the two
ends of the valley.
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PARK PERSONALITY PROFILES -
MILO KANANGRA DUNPHY

Mature conservation in Australia started with the creation
of parks and reserves in the last century, but it was not unti
the late pineteen sixties that it attracted widespread popular
support and again impinged upon the consclousness of our
legislatars, Within the rapldly growing conservation move-
ment, three individuals are outstanding in providing leader-
ship and inspiring the prolonged persistence necessary for
success. Each of the three abandoned or jeopardised 4 pro-
fessional career to become conserviation leaders. They are
Milo Dunphy, architect; Dr Bob Brown; and John Sinclalr,
adult educationist. For each, environmentai leadership has
cntailed heavy financial sacrifice. Such selfless dedication to
public interest rates no mention in the honours list,

Milo Dunphy was, literally, born to be a conservatlonist.
As a child he absorbed conservatlon awarcness from hlis
pareny, Myles |, Dunphy, O.B.L., acknowledged as the
“father” of conservatlon and recently presented by the
[.U.C.N. with the Packard Award lor "'Long Service with
Merit In Advocacy of National Parks.” In naming hlis son,
Myles revealed the samo vislonary genlus which he exhiblted
in proposing most of our present major national parks
decades before they came into being. The legendary Milo
was a Greek athlete of prodiglous strength who won the
wrestling eventin the original Olympic Games 12 times.
Mllo Dunphy Is a frequent winner In the political wrestling
essentlal to environmental protection. Even more prophetic
was the unlgue christian name “Kanangra™; Milo took a
leading part in saving this magnificent wilderness, the Mecca
of bushwalkers, from becoming the site of a roaring {ime-
slone quarry and a pine plantation.

In January 1931, at the age of 20 menths, Mllo played a
{cading rolo in the Mrst and last pecrambulator journey from
Oberon to Kanangra Walls and back. Tho motive power was
provided by his father and mother. ""No parents cver slaved
for thelr offspring as we did" wrote Myles in " The Sydney
Bushwalker” of Qctober 1962, describing thelr exortions in
the hot sun on tho hill boyond the Fish River. Boyond this
was half a mile of loose ballast that ''rattled Milo's teeth,”
and lator they had to stop to “give him a rest from the con-
stant shaking, At times he must have feit llke a blancmange
in an carth tremor.”’ Not that Milo dldn't do quite a lot of
walking — in fact he wanted to walk but liked Lo stop and
play with the countloss stones, an activity which held up
the expedition, Milo appears to have thoroughly enjoyed
the trip and “took to camp lifc with avidity.” On the last
night of the trip an cnormous meteor fell close at hand,
there was an carth tremor, and the Dog Face Rock ncar
Katoomba collapsed with a sharp detonation, heard near
Oberan by the Dunphy family. Were these phenomena
portents of Milo's later impact on the establishment?

Bushwalking, interspersed with some cycling and canoe-
ing trips, has occupicd most of Milo’s leisure time (if leisure
is the word) ever since that epic perambulator trip. He con-
tinued to accompany his parents on their camping trips,
and when he grew up joined the Mountain Trails Club, to
which most of the early conservationists belonged. The
range of his trips broadened (o include, in recent, years,
most af the remaote wildet nesses in Australia, In the last Tive
vears he has also led several Himalavan tours.

In protessional lite, oo, he Tollowed in the lootsteps of
his father who was in charge of the architectutal schoaol at
the Svdney Technical College Milo goadudted frome the
ST with an honoure diplomea and the Byvers Hadley
Linvelling scholuship He then completed a year's post
graduate study m town plannmg at the Unnersity of
Svidney, followed by g vear pent waorking in noitthern
Lwvvope, and g three months’ (vding tour of Scotland,
Scamdmava, Penmark . Holland and Belgum. Bk in
Austraba he farmed g partnershop with Bruce Loder which
later developed mto an imter-disciplinary group, Dunphy
Belb and Partnere Archetedts Planners, involved in planning,
Lindscare and surveving, as well acarchitecture. This highly
auabitied group phanned some maror deselopments, ingluding
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the Sutherland Town Hall and numerous government and

municipal offices, and a number of churches. Reports were

prepared for the National Capital Development Commission=
on street furniture and advertising in Canberra, and designs

provided for park installations. In November 1971 archi-

tectural work in progress aggregated over $5 million, {$15m

in today's money). Milo has now virtually abandoned his

successful architectural career to work for the conservation

movement,

Parental guidance, architectural and town planning study
and extensive experience in the field of environmental
planning were an ideal preparation for Milo's subsequent
career, which he entered via his profession, In 1962 he was
Councillor of the NSW Chapter, Royal Australian institute
of Architects where he served terms as Treasurer and Chair-
man of the Environment Board. His transition to full time
environmentalist commenced with his election to the Colong
Committee when it was formed in 1968. He became its
Press Secretary and later Secretary.

The appointment in 1968 of the Colong Committee —
formed to stop the mining of Colong Caves near Mount
Armour in the Kanangra-Boyd wilderness, was the start of
a new conservation era. In the post World War 2 economic
expansion there was little possibility of reserving any area
unless it was economically useless. The only effective avenue
of influence available to the puny conservation movement
lay in personally influencing land use authorities, a method
followed by Myles Dunphy, Tom Meppett and Alan Strom.
Myles Dunphy's Kosciuske National Park proposal was
adopted in 1945, but subjected to intense economic
exploitation in the form of a vast hydro-electric scheme,
extensive resort development and, later, the excision of
80,000 acres of commercial timber. The 50 million tons of
limestone at Mount Amour was a valuable resource by
reason of its proximity to the Maldon cement works. So
too was the readily accessible, high rainfall Boyd Plateau, in
the northern portion of the Kanagra-Boyd wilderness,
where the Forestry Commission planned a pine plantation.
Milo Bunphy and Father jJim Tierney were the leaders of
the Colong campaign and, in 1970, the Committee unani-
mously accepted Milo's motion for the inclusion of the Boyd
Plateau in its objectives. The Colong issue marked the
beginning of widespread opposition to mining the wilderness
areas and the Bovyd issue was the forerunner of the opposi-
tion to clearing of native forests for pine plantations.

Far the first time in NSW Nature conservation hit the
headlines, as have many subsequent conservation issues.
The Colong and Boyd campaigns commanded hundreds of
column-inches of press publicity, often appeared on TV
screens, and occupied many hours of parliamentary debating
time. Virtually the whole conservation movement, consist-
ing of some 200 societies, was mobilised in support of the
Kanangra Boyd issues, As secretary of the National Parks
Association and principal spokesman for the Colong Com-
mittee, Milo soon became the best known conservationist
in the State, the hero of the nature lovers and the ogre of
development interests.

When a group of concerned environmentalists, possibly
inspired by the activities of the Colong Committee, decided,
in 1972, to form the Total Environment Centre, they
invited Milo to become Director. Since the total environ-
ment is, if not the universe, at least the whole world, this
appointment entailed considerable diversification of his
activities into fields such as coal loaders, urban parks, fore-
shore reservation, plant variety rights, atmospheric and
water pollution and uranium mining. In most of these fields,
however, Milo acted mainly as a consultant, advising
interested organisations and special committees on methods
of presenting their case and attracting publicity. His interest
in nature conservation was as strong as ever. He became a
foundation member of the Myall Lakes Committee, which
led the campaign against beachmining, in 1969. In 1972 he
was seconded to Hobart as Joint Director of the United
Tasmania Group's election campaign to save Lake Pedder,
and in 1973 was appointed by Prime Minister Whitlam to
ithe National Estate Inquiry. In 1971 he found time to

11

contest the State electorate of Miranda as an Australia
Party Candidate and in 1973 contested the Federal
electorate of Cook. Ten vears later he contested Bennelong
as an [ndependent, campaigning on the single issue of the
Franklin Dam. He received 12.7% of the votes cast, possible
sufficient, had the Labor Party fielded a stronger candidate
and preferences been distributed, to unseat the then
Federal Treasurer.

He became a Councillor of the National Parks Association
of NSW, and of the Australian Conservation Foundation, of
which he became Vice-President in 1976. Last year he was
elected Vice-Chairman of the Nature Conservation Council
of NSW.

L
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Colong Caves were always a struggle but the greatest one was to
retain them from the limestone quarriers. From the Colong Com-
mittee, which was formed to fight this issue, a new spokesman for
wildernes§ emerged in_ Mile Dunphy and a period of activity in
conservation not seen since the 1930's. - Photo Reg Alder

Despite these multifarious activities, Milo continued to
participate in, and inspire, the work of the Colong Commit-
tee. By 1974 Colong was saved and early in 1975, when
Milton Morris, Minister for Lands, announced there would
be no pines on the Boyd, the Committee, stunned by its
sudden success in accomplishing both its objectives after a
seven year battle, considered winding up. Milo would have
none of it. There was plently more to do, and the Commit-
tee had learned how to do it. Three more objectives were
adopted — saving the Border Ranges Rainforests, achieving
Myles Dunphy's Greater Blue Mountains Natienal Park
proposal, and establishment of Kakadu MNational Park. As
previously, the strong support of other conservation bodies
was soon obtained, while Milo and his assistant director,
Jeff Angel, threw the resources of the naw influential Total
Environment Centre into the campaign, Within a few
months the Border Ranges issue hit the headiines. Before
the end of the decade the campaign had the support of the
entire conservation movement and had been translated into
a demand for the preservation of all rainforests, an objective
now largely achieved. So, too, were the other objectives
realised, though credit for the saving of the Northern Blue
Mountains lies principally with the T.E.C, sponscred Colo
Committee, and the A.C.F., strongly influenced by Milo,
took the Icad in saving Kakadu.

Not everybody agrees with Milo's methods. Many,
particularly in development circles, consider him too
radical and uncompromising. But it is unlikely that, in
the miliey of the seventies, gentle persuasion would have
succeeded. After nearly two centuries of exploitation,
described by the NSW Minister of Agriculture as having
“no precedent in man’s history for such widespread destruc-
tion in so short a time" {an observation previcusly made by
Milo), little remained of the natural environment. The rem-
nants, hitherto protected mainly by difficulty of access,
were exposed to the ravages of bulldozers, off-road vehicles
and other developmental machinery. Conservation had to
be accomplished quickly or it would be too late, Future
generations will have cause to thank Mito Dunphy, John
Sinclair, Bob Brown and their helpers for preserving some
of Australia as nature intended it to be.

Alex Colley



TRUE OR FALSE — BURNT IS BEAUTIFUL

Burnt is Beautiful heads an article in Hemisphere of
November/December 1983 and in it the writer, an itinerant
with an Honours degree in politics, seeks to prove that fires
are not a disaster and have always been an essential part of
the system.

There is no doubt that fires have always taken part in
shaping the environment through lightning strikes and in
later years through the burning policies of Aborigines, but
this is not necessarily a justification that fires are a necessity
to preserve the environment in its most desirable natural
form,

Perhaps the easiest way to summarize the article is by
extracting in condensed form the many statements that
fire is needed or harmiess in the long term. The article
is based on observations from a fire in the Little Desert
National Park in Western Victoria,

Many plants and animals benefit from hot bushfires.

Plant communities are sorted out and given room to
grow.,

New greas of grazing country are feft open for kangaroos
and emus, Many animals surprisingly survive.

Snakes and other fast moving reptiles retire to deep
burrows.

The denizens of the scrub seem to sense the onslaught
of the fire and flee.

Snakes will be on the move one kRilometre from the seat
of the fire.

Birds lose their nesting places for a time but new ones
are created in burnt out trees.

Birds will soon return because of the variety of feed
that follows a fire and the transitory population is
often much larger.

Seeds dropped because of the fire are left unmolested by
predators and the slightest wind covers them with
loose sand for re-establishment.

Regeneration of trees, bushes and heaths starts within a
few weeks.

Ten days after rain native grasses peek through and the
larger animals return, For at least five years the area
remains a prime feeding ground as the widest variety
of plants will survive and have diversity.

Left untampered with and unburnt Little Desert scrub
will strangle itself within fiftcen to twenty years.

It Is only after a fire that we hgve the widest possible
selection of plant species. As bushes, heaths and
smaller trees take over, the grasses are destroyed and
grazing ariimals move on to other recently burnt areas.

Areas that have been unburnt are characterised by the
aimast complete dominance of one type of plant
species.

Areas that have been burnt in the last twelve to fifteen
years provide the maximum diversity.

A base for the widest possible diversity of animals is
provided in areas which have been burnt in the last
five or six years.

If diversity is wanted it is necessary to burn the areas at
the peak of their diversity.

Burnt may be begutiful, but it is not until the effects of
fire are fully understood that the beauty can be
dppreciated — for the survivors it is a bonanza of feed
and a new chance to begin all over again to create an
ecological system of incredible variety,

Fire may be a natural phenomen in our country but man
made burns are not and to me the supposed benefits are not
a justification for regular burns which do not allow for the
unscarred full development of the many longer lived species.
Perhaps some readers, more qualified than | am, may care
to comment on the many statements in this article.

Reg Alder
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The Departmental brochure on Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve covers fairly extensively the natural features and trails the visitors can see and
walk along. 1t however pays no attention to the historical aspects of the area or to its own declaration as a Nature Reserve. As was pointed out
in the previous issue of this Bulletin, national parks can contain areas of cultural interest {(many demalished) as well as flora, fauna and natural
features.

The earliest recorded settler in the Tidbinbilla Valley, or Tidbinbi was recor the 1848-50 Return of ‘Squatters Runs', was
George Webb who had been breeding cattle and horses there since 1839, Fr<'.ea in 1866 to sEicle at Uriarra.

The first selector to take up freehold land in the Valley was John Noone with a block of land at Hurdle Creek., He subsequently moved
further up the valley to where the bird feeding area and its old trees serve to mark the site of the now demolished old homestead, His descend-
ants lived there until their land was resumed for the Reserve.

This year is the centenary of the arrival of George Green and George Hatcliff to take up a selection at Apple Tree Flat at the head of Tidbin-
billa Valley. They soon decided to move further down to Ash Corner, where they built a small hut to which George Green brought his wife in

1886. As their growing family was being raised at Ash Corner, a new home was gradually being built at Rock Valley and by 1895 two rooms of .

slab and a separate pise bedraom had been completed. A dairy was built in 1837 as well as an extra room and the home was gradually extended
until it reached its present size as shown in the photograph. The homestead is situated in the grove of trees just beyond the tnfarmation Centre
before the junction of the road to the wildlife enclosures. Today it is given no significance in the Reserve, the rendering over the pise walls is
starting to flake off in large slabs and although the Department acknowledges that it will maintain it (even though it is said te have no historical
interest!) there are no funds to carry out any work. Perhaps it could be made a Centennial Project with some eventual use made of the building.

The V_alley was once completely tree covered and the work of the pioneers in shaping its present form and their culture should be drawn to
the attention of and acknowledged to visitors

Historic detail from 'To Green the Memory' by Monica Flint

The workshop area and ranger offices stand out
in stark contrast to the adjoining old Green
homestead. Little thought has been given tao a
low profile in construction and a visually un-
abtrusive design which would blend in with
the homestead. The complex is entirely out of

in a reserve. A fine example of a pise stable and
hay loft of unique construction adjacent to the
homestead was demolished to make way for
these unsightly structures.

The Information Centre at Tidbinbilla in contradistinction to the maintenance depot is a fine example of a building suited to the Reserve
with its pleasing design and low visual impact. Photographs and comment by Reg Alder

keeping with the concept of what is appropriate’
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BOOK REVIEW
OF BIRDS AND BILLABONGS

This is a splendid book which wiil be of interest to all
who care about the preservation of Australia’s ever de-
creasing wetlands, A graceful and well informed text by
Allan Fox provides the framework for a magnificent series
of colour photographs by Steve Parish illustrating the life
of the wetlands, The whole is contained in a handsomely
produced volume though printed, | am sorry to say, in
Hong Kong. | suppose that if it had been printed in Aus-
tralia no environmentalist would be able to afford to buy it.

Fox uses some judicious quotations to show what life
in the wetlands was fike when the white man first appeared
on the scene coupled with descriptions of areas where that
life is still abundant. He goes on to describe the ecological
systems which sustain that life. He also gives a2 moving
account of how the aborigines made use of the wetland
resources, Those resources provided aborigines with an
abundance of food but they were careful never to over
exploit them. They lived in harmony with the environment.

Not so the European settler who in his ignorance and
arrogance thought to adapt the environment to his needs
and not his needs to the environment. The sheep and cattle
did untold damage to the margins of the wetlands. Tree
clearing accelerated the rate of runoff. Dams and weirs
altered the natural flow of water that gave life to the rivers
and billabongs and flood plains. Vegetation designed by
the Almighty for one pattern of water flows suffered
severely when engineers restricted or changed the process
of seasonal flows. The great riverine forests of the Murray
have not only suffered great damage but face the possibility
of total collapse.

The wetlands not only provide the habitat for large
numbers of Australian birds and other animals but also
winter quarters for innumerable migrants escaping from the
harsh northern winter. Yet everywhere floodplains are
being reduced, often in the supposed interests of house-
holders who have persistently built their houses far too
close to the water. Floods result in levees and drains being
built creating in their wake a whole new vested interest
of farmers and maintenance workers determined to see
their new systems perpetuated. Ironically Australia, which
is so busy destroying its wetlands, is the signatory of a
1974 UN Cenvention calling for their protection.

Fox describes some bright spots where enlightened
planners and sportsmen have cooperated in protecting
threatened wetlands. Unfortunately they tend to be the
exceptions which make the rule of wetland degradation.
He has some valuable thoughts to offer on genuine environ-
mental education and suggestions as to how Australia’s
vast number of generally sterile farm dams could be im-
proved for the benefit of wildlife.

Parish's photographs are magnificent. He has a sensitive
and perceptive understanding of whal makes a fine photo-
graph. His photographs are nearly all of such a high stand-
ard that it is invidious to select a few for special mention.
My advice is buy the book and see for yourself. Parish must
also be an uncommonly hard worker.

The book can be strongly recommended for anyone
interested both in conservation and fine photography.

Alastair Morrison

Allan Fox, Of Birds and Billabongs, 142 colour plates by
Steve Parish, Rigby Publications, 1983, $25. A copy,
donated by the author, is available for loan from the
Association library. Copies may be purchased through
our Book Sales officer.



COMMUNICATING WITH THE MEDIA

In the June 1982 edition of the Bulletin two writers
referred to the relationship between conservation and the
media. ] ohn van Pelt reached for the cliche book and pulled
out “the sensation orientated press’, while Alex Colley
gives us a pat on the back for the coverage of the Franklin
River debate. | say “us” because | work for the dreaded,
the omnipresent, the much-maligned media. Since 1976 |
have been a journalist working for two major metropolitan
newspapers, cavering most areas of news. In that relatively
brief time | have heard more misdirected criticisms of the
media than | care to recall and vainly sought well-argued,
informed criticism that is so necessary if a service or organi-
sation is to improve its performance, The problem appears
to be at its simplest that the media is a very easy target for
blame for almost anything If you are sick of kicking the
cat and lambasting the government, then you can always
have a go at the media. The fact that the newspapers, tele-
vision and radio stations rarely fight back means that the
iflogical attacks attain a level of acceptance which they do
not deserve.

To our critics then, to the indifferent and to those many
tireless self-publicists in the conservation movement and the
general community 1 would like to offer some very simple
but practical advice on relations with the media. While you
may not think you are in a position where you would be
likely to be contacted by the press, television or radio, you
should be prepared for that eventuality or indeed for the
time when you might want to make the contact to get your
opinion or that of your organisation, across to the public.

Firstly, some general points. All newspapers, television
and radio stations except the A.B.C. are competing in a
commercial market for increased readership and audience
to improve circulation and ratings and in turn increase
advertising revenue. Until the great revolution arrives that
is likely to remain the situation. The media company
boards and editorial executives naturally have considerable
influence on the overall emphasis in news selection and
editorial stance. At one extreme there is Rupert Murdoch
who has reputedly written stories and editorials for news-
papers in his stable and given specific directions about the
palitical position a paper should take. At the other end of
the spectrum, The Age remains proud of its alleged inde-
pendence, marked this year by its editorial backing of the
Victarian ALP in the April State election, Despite the con-
flicts of interest and limitations this relationship imposes,
the media generally is able to carry a far more diverse range
of topics and opinions than is usually recognised. Pressure
groups and individuals wishing to publicise their points of
view have a fair chance of getting media coverage if they
first learn the appropriate language, technique and style.
The old saying, '‘a bad workman quarrels with his 1ools,”
could be translated to “'a bad communicator always blames
the proprietors’’ if he/she or they do not get coverage.

You may want to be a total recluse from the media
because you detest what it does and the way it does it, So
be it. But do not complain then if your viewpoint is ignored
in public debate and your opponents grab the limelight.
If you don’t try and work the system the system will not
work for you, or . . . if you don't make the running you
won't get a run. 50 approach the media in a positive man-
ner, no matter what you may think of it. Those who are
too negative, are always desperately pulling up the draw-
bridges in hypersensitive defence, will always come off sec-
ond best. A negative contribution has far less value than a
positive one. Even an effective “'no comment’ can be put
positively . . . “Thank you for contacting me, | am afraid
at the moment all | am able 1o say is. . . | would really,
like to give you a fuller comment but you can understand
that in the present situation that is not possible because
... But in a few weeks/daysfhours | might be able to be of
more help, perhaps | could ‘give you a call . . . “Never,
never say to a journalist: “l don't know why you are
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pursuing this, there is no story in it.” !mmediately the
journalist becomes suspicious: “Why is she/he telling me to
hold off; have they something to hide?'’ That is often found
ta be the case. To give a related real life example: a col-
league of mine had heard about a strike by a group of work-
ers employed by 2 manufacturing company. It is a common
occurrence and there were no wider industrial implications
so it was hardly a great story. But it was a quiet time so he
decided to pursue it and rang the company for comment.
The company spokesman was abrupt: **Yes we have got a
strike; what are you going to do about it?” He continued to
answer questions in a similar tone, My colleague’s ire was
raised to the paint where he determined to write the story
no matter how insignificant it was, just to prove in a sense
that the company’s intimidation had not been successful.

That leads on to another point: people who are good at
media relations are generally good at human relations and
people who have a rough trot with the media are often bad
at human relatians. No matter how you might feel, be nice!
When a journalist returns from a job and is asked how it
went they will almost invariably say: ‘‘Oh, he/she was really
nice/helpful/charming” or, “Oh, he/she was really rude/ab-
ruptfcurt . ., ““The attitude the journalist takes towards a
story will be strongly influenced by the personal approach
of the people with whom they are dealing, and vice versa.
It will often determine whether they write the story at all.
Being pleasant is just part of that all important positive
approach. Journalists, believe it or not, are people. Some
are rude, some untrustworthy, some badly dressed and bad-
ly spoken, a significant but thankfully, declining number,
drink too much. But overall we are a pretty ordinary bunch
of people who out of working hours do much the same as
other ordinary people. When you are dealing with journal-
ists relate to them first and foremost as people.

If you are trying to put across your views or your organi-
sation's views to the media in whatever form, letter, press
release or verbal communication, certain basic criterfa must
be met if your attempis are to be successful. The informa-
tion must be: 1. Interesting; 2. Incisive and well-argued;
3. Substantial, and most importantly 4. New. Fail one or
more of these tests and your chances of getting media
coverage are preity limited. Pass them all and you will at
least stand a fajr chance of “getting a run,”

Let's look at those criteria in more detail.

1. Interesting. A newspaper, radio or television program’s
raison d'etre is to be read, listened to or watched and if it is
not interesting it won’t be. When you are pushing across in-
formation think for a moment: Will a significant number of
people be interested in this or at least become interested.
“What's your lead?”" you will hear a journalist ask a col-
league as he strains over the typewriter. Translated from
newspaper lingo that means: “What have you found that is
new and interesting in the information.” The lead sells the
story to the sub-editors who decide whether it will get in
the paper, and ultimately be read.

2, Incisive and weli-argued. | have come across many press
releases, reports and so on where interesting ideas are bur-
ied in a mass of words. journalists work to deadlines.
Concise, well-argued statements are more likely to stir
interest then long-winded, abstruse ones. When in doubt
about how to write things for the media, scan newspaper
articles, note how the lead comprises the thrust of the
article with the information declining in importance as you
reach the bottom paragraphs. Try to adjust your style to
that of a newspaper, for example: “The ACT branch of the
National Parks Association today called on the Department
of the Capital Territory to stop construction of fire access
tracks in the Gudgenby Nature Reserve. The Association
said the tracks seriously diminished the wilderness quality
of the reserve and increased the risk of erosion on steep
slopes. The NPA president,........, said the continued con-
struction of the tracks highlighted the need for a proper
plan of management for Gudgenby . . . said until guide-
lines were laid down various development works could be
allowed that would permanently damage the area's beauty.




EMERGENCIES IN THE BUSH

Survival in the bush is 80 per cent mental attitude,
10 per cent equipment and 10 per cent skills.

When an emergency arises, don't panic. Sit down,
make a logical plan and stick to it

ILLNESS OR INJURY
Any illness or injury should be reported 4t once to
the leader.

An injured person should never be sent back alone,
and should not be left alome unless absolutely
necessary.

While awaiting help, an injured person and compan-
ions should move only if necessary and then should
leave conspicuous signs or messages of direction and
destination for rescuers.

IF LOST

Scout around for landmarks. Sit down and pool ideas.
Decide on the most probabie position and plan best
route to safety (along ridge, down creek, etc.). Is
retreat to previous landmark possible or worthwhile?

While foilowing planned route, use map and compass
and observe landmarks with a view to fixing position.
Deviate from plan only when position is certain.



Walk steadily, marking route, especially changes in
direction. Break twigs, leave stones on logs, etc. Leave
prominent dated note at any camp or fireplace, indi-
cating plans, names and condition of party.

Pool and ration food.

Don’t travel at night. Find a sheltered campsiie
before dark.

If unable to find a route to safety, find a sheltered
but conspicuous campsite with water. Light a smoke
fire and stay puL

HYPOTHERMIA

Hypothermia, or in its milder form, exposure, is a
serious drop in body temperature. It may be difficult
to detect as those affected do not ordinarily complain
of such a drop.

Anyone who shows signs of iiredness, drowsiness,
stumbling, lagging behind the group, who complains
of numbness or is uncharacteristically difficult to
reason with during a cold weather walk, should be
sheltered from the wind and not be forced or helped
to walk any distance to a more comfortable arca —
such exertion could kill.

Critical areas for heat loss are the head and neck,
sides of chest, groin, hands and feet. Fifty per cent
heat loss is from the head and neck; it is therefore
imperative that this area be adequately covered.

Enjoy the Bush

Safety Hints for Walkers

P.0O. Box 457
Canberra City
ACT. 2601



ON THE TRACK

Be o oy Tenteg ey
L L ™ - PSS frave 0
o X3P r) TLETLTE TR ader

EOLIPMENT

Wear proner satkong a0, r sones atth ubber
qigdes gndd vk aocks, Take andpront d water-
prond Lothing ard gonat,

Take plent, ot ol and wabsr F
Take 4 map ared compas, @ forin :ind matches.
Carry hawe Fisl Nd egyu pment. Walkers are re-

sprnsinie tor Thenr car imjurnies.

WALKING

Get thraugh rather than aver fences; but if climbing
dn s6 at & post.

Leave gates as vou hind them; make sure the last
persan knows whether o close the gate or leave it
apen.

In wrub, walk 4 few paces behind the personin front.
It i5 the responsibility ot the follower to avoid the
springing twigs, not the one in front to hold them back.

CONSERVATION
Do not Litter. Carry aut whdat vou carry in.

Da not pick wildflawers, or disturb animals or birds.

Remund your children abnur conservation of the bush.
Do nat allow stinnes Lo be thrown, bushes broken, rocks
distndged, or wildhife habitats disturbed.

Replace aborigingl  artefacts, «nd dn not deface ‘
abonigingl art.

Leave dogs and nther pets at home.

FOR COURTESY AND SAFETY PLEASE MAKE
SURE THE WHOLE PARTY IS BACK BEFORE
LEAVING. YOUR ASSISTANCE MAY BE NEEDED.

LEAVE



IN CAMP

Consider the comfort and feelings of others when
siting your tent.

FIRES

Carry matches in a waterproof container, or use a
disposable cigarette lighter.

Use only dead branches for tent poles and dead wood
for your fire.

Do not burn plastics or foil. Carry them out.

Light your fire at a safe distance from 1ents and trees.
Observe local regulaiions about fires in the open,
especially regarding clearing leaves and grass from the
area. Make sure your fire is out when you leave camp.

Replenish the wood supply if you use any provided at
a camping spot.

A HIGH STANDARD OF CAMP HYGIENE
SHOULD BE MAINTAINED.

Don't drink unboiled water if there is any doubt
about it.

Avoid stepping over uncovered food.

Bathe downstream from where drinking water is
obtained.

Avoid contaminating streams with soap or detergent.
Where no toilet facilities are available, all human

waste should be buried at a reasonable distance from
streamns, camps and tracks.

CLEAN YOUR CAMPSITE BEFORE YOU
DEPART, LEAVING IT AS TiDY AS YOU
WOULD WISH TO FIND IT.

PARK SAFETY

BEFORE YOLU BEGIN

Know the area ask the Rompers tov nonc™ares mans

and advice.

Observe park reguiztions They o tor vos o
a

ment and prolection,

Notity park headguaeriers of yvour plans 1o oapare

Use the bush walking register wher provaded.

Don't tn 11 2lone. Whether .1's 3 short hihe or 2 pack

walk, a companion may save s out [Ie 10 an emeracnis

Know your own limits. Strenuous eserlian, especalisy

in extremes of temperature or 2ltituge. can he danget-
ous if you are unaccustomed 1o sustained £\01CE.

DRESS SENSIBLY

Even in the heat of summer 11 mav be vern cold in the
mountains or in caves. Take vow windproal and
waterproof clothing and a hat.

REPORT TROUBLE - syour own, or somgong
else's.

WATCH YOUR CRILDREN
See thai1 they obsene safeny and consonanon
principles.

DRIVE CAREFULLY

WRITTEN DETAILS OF YOUR WALKS WITH A RESPONSIBLE PERSON




Lot 3o Kl

Members climbing a cleft through the cliffs on the eastern side of Hidden Valley in the Budawangs. Over recent years the valley has become

T e
e wadE

well known and the favourite camp site, near where the creek debouches through a break in the ciiffs, is becoming increasingly worn.

And so on and so on .. ."When sending out any sort of
written communication always leave a name and telephone
number on the bottom for follow-up contact. If you have
a propensity for verbosity remember that many people only
read the first four or five sentences of any article or letter.
If they can’t get an idea of what you are on about in that
space then they are unlikely to keep on reading.

3. Substantial, Don’t bother trying to get attention unless
you have a substantial argument or case to make. Again
apply that question: “How many people will be interested
in this?’' Journalists hate nothing more than to be badgered
by people repeatedly pushing their hobby horses of trivia.
We recognise that the media carries plenty of trivia but that
does not mean we derive any enthusiasm from reporting it.
4. New. The derivation of news, but how many people for-
get that, as they trot out a whole lot of information that
while very interesting is simply not new. You must be able
to advance a new argument or opinion, shed new light on
an existing issue or reach new conclusions, Of all tests the
originality or newness of information is the most crucial.
One of the many justified criticisms of the media is that it
can become intensely interested in an issue one day and
then lose all interest the next, even when the issue deserves
more extended coverage. Because this approach is not likely
to change in the near future, organisations or individuals
that wish to comment on a newly announced policy, deci-
sion, report etc should respond quickly or their comments
will not see the light of day. Press releases of response gen-
erally must be issued on the same day, or at latest the day
after the decision is announced otherwise they are likely to
be consigned to the rubbish bin. This inevitably means the
organisation or individual must do its best to find out when
the decision/policy is to be made public so it can be ready
ta respond promptly.

Having followed these precepts you open the newspaper,
listen to the radio or watch the television and read or hear
your viewpoints being reported, “'But hang on,” you say,
“they've misquoted me;” or “‘they've twisted the whole
thing around, | just knew they’d get it wrong . . . typical
media!l!" | start out with a frank admission that there is
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— From colour negative by Fiona Brand

misquoting and gross misinterpretation in the media, too.
much of it, BUT not anything like the amount that is often-
alleged. Many people in my experience and indeed that of
many others, simply do not remember what they have said.
Using a tape recorder for all interviews, | have sometimes
reluctantly agreed to read back to people what they have
said. “Oh gosh did | say that, oh yes so | did”, is often the
response as they hear repeated some of their more forth-
right statements. A colleague of mine was interviewing a
woman who had developed some original methods of ca-
reers guidance. In the course of the interview she mention-
ed that she had been misquoted in an article in another
newspaper. My colleague returned to the office looked up
the contentious article and there found almost word for
word what the woman had told her in the interview that
day!

yIt is very easy for a person to claim to have been mis-
quoted when comments accurately reported in the media
get them into hot water.

Twisting around a statement in the course of reparting it
does not necessarily mean misreporting. Sometimes the
most new, interesting, concise, well-argued point is buried
near the bottom of the statement or near the end of the
interview. The reporter is only doing his/her job properly if
he/she brings it to the top . . . as long as the whale thing
is kept in the right context.

If you still believe you have been misquoted or misinter-
preted then make a complaint. If you believe the case is
serious, ring the chief of staff or reporter concerned. Com-
plaints that can be supported are in my experience taken
very seriously. My previous employer tended to find you
guilty in such cases and challenged you to prove your
innocence. !f you really want to go the whole hog you can
take the complaint to the Press Council. The problem of
course is that some media companies have refused to be
involved in the Press Council's operations. And that brings
me to my first major criticism of the media, but that's
another story . . .

STEPHEN fOHNSTON




SALAAM A LAIKUM _(Hello)

When in Pakistan expect the unexpected and it usually
happens, This was the maotto that Den and | adopted whilst
we travelled and trekked for five weeks in June and July of
last year. We were fortunate to live with a warm and caring
family and 1o experience hoth their dally life and special
festivals. This included living with them through the Mustim
month of fasting or Ramazan and participating in the Etd
Festival at the end of that period.

Whilst in Pakistan we were the natlonal dress of Khameez
(tunic) and Shalwar (harem pants) and Dopata {veil). We
also wore this trekking and found it eminently sultable In
the conditions of extreme heat although with my veil wrap-
ped around my Aussic bushwalking hat beekeeper style |
must have looked like a Victorlan memsahib going for a
stroll. During the entire time we ate Pakistani style and en-
joyed a wide variety of foods. Basmatl rice, dhall and deli-
clous bread, cither the fragrant chappatl, the doughler roti
or the superb Afghanistan ‘Nan' cooked Tandoori style In
an earth oven and a dinnerplate sized meal In fiself, Tormed
our staple diet. After one unfortunate experience with meat
we tended to stay with chicken (which was killed and cooked
on the same day). The fresh lychees, and many varlotics of
succulent mangoes and the dellcately spiced cardamon
flavoured green tea were speclal treats, Paklsiant food fs a
delectable mixture of the exolic Arablan and the colourful
and spicy Indlan,

During tho month of Ramazan the bazaars close during
the day and often one cannot even purchase a drink so we
were fortunate to be staying with a famlly or their friends.
Our family ate their main meal at 3.00a.m. Needless to say
we did not Join them for this but ate our main meal at sun-
down whon thoy broke thelr fast with malnly liquld and
frult. Wo did turn our nights inte days and adopted the
afternoon slesta routine along with cveryone clse.

Arriving in Karachl at 1.00a.m. on the hottest night of
the year was our Introduction 1o Pakistan. Here we spent
several days experlencing our first introduction to a com-
pletely new culture. We experienced too the frustration of
Karachl's Irregular water and clectriclty supply, bargaining
in the bazaars and the biggest cockroaches | have ever lald
eyes on, Flying the length of Pakistan to our host's home in
Rawalapindi revealed extensive reclamation of the descrt
areas and heavy agricultural cropplng in watered arcas, With
a population of over 90 mlllion people Pakistan's food re-
quirements arc high. The twin citics of Islamabad {the
planned Government administrated centre — as In Canberra)
and Rawalapindi (the ancient city) almost merge and the
freeways in Islamabad lined with Eucalyptus, Grovillea
robusta and flowering shrubs are surprisingly reminiscont of
Canberra as the climate and surrounding countryside and
hills are of the ACT. Street trees are white painted around
their bases to remind people that these are protectod and
not to be chopped for firewood. On a day trip to Murree {a
¢ool hill country summer resort) we passed through beauti-
fully scented fir forests which sadly had a lollypop appear-
ance duc to every single tree having the majority of its
branches lopped for firewood, such are the pressures of
population. In spite of continuous plintings by the forestry
departments thls problem s increasing in magnlitude and
further up in the Himalavas the decreasing tree line and
severe erosion were statk 1eminders of the consequences of
this practice of tice lopping.

The plane trip to Gilgit {a remote valley near Hunza and
the Chinese barder) was very dependent upon weather con-
ditians, An early morning monsoon doudburst almost
scolched our chances but tortunately we made it in what
must be one of the most spectacular plane lights in the
world. A dress circle panorama of Himalayan peaks with
ethereal worlds of snow and glaciers from horizon to
horizon. Plunging through the gorge of the Indus we pulled
up short under a beetling mountam overlooking the town
of Gilgit. Our Hunza gwide met us at the airport and we
proceeded tu the bazaar to buy our food lor a tive day trek
on the Rupel side of Nanga Parbut (26,000 ft) or ‘Sleeping
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Lady" Muuntain the last flank of the Himalayan Range. A
fapanese Climbing expedition were at the 10,000 fi high
base camp which we were aiming for.

The following day we undertook the 90 mite 9 hour jcep
drive down the Askole River Gorge {a road they told us
when we returned was the most dangerous road in Pakistan)
a lortuous dove hung over a raging glacier fed river, 4 road
of crazy swing bridges, & moving dustslide and glaciers to
negotiate. A road where we had o gather up our shalwar
and run for our lives through the landslide upon our return
journey with houlders bouncing down the mountainside
and a terrified sweating driver who brought the feep through
alone after us and was consoled with Australlan glucose
sweels Lill he regained his composure,

Trekking in Pakistan Is deflnitely not Nepal style trek-
king and for time we soon learnt to multiply all estimates
given 10 us by three, We spent three days climbing from
7,000 to 10,000 feet and returned followlng tralls between
villages of simple subsistence style lving. Lush gardens of
companion planting crops, stone waterwheels, amazing Ir-
rigatlon channels and aquaduct systems, flocks of tinkling
belled goats with thelr cloaked herders, the wedding party
travelling on the glacier between villages, the hospltality
and the crowds of men who gathered to watch as we pitched
our tent In the villages at night are recollections. Not so
good was the constant anxlety over Infection and the very
real problems of dehydration woe experlenced In the flercely
reflected heat of the mountain gorges even with a walking
itinerary from 6.00a.m. until 11.00a.m. The arca belng only
20 km, from Kashmlr was a scnsitive one and near the end
of our trck we were inspected by a large contingent of
soldlers who appeared out of nowhere one morning. Travel-
ling the 14 hour Journey on the Old Silk Road the Korokoram
Highway to Abbottabad and clvilization we also checkod
out through 5 poilce check posts. The highway Is an amaz-.
Ing feat of engincering but travelling too fast on an over-
loaded bus with bald tyres and two unnerving accldents
within the day left us leaving the bus glad to be still alive,

We spent the week at Abbottabad, a beautiful green
valley in the foothills with our family where we celebrated
Eid. On the night of 11th July the whole family gathered
on the lawn to watch for the new moon and upon sighting
it there was much jubilation. We were rushed off to the
bazaar to buy glass bangles and to have our palm hennacd.
The bazaar was packed with crowds of celebrating citizens
very simllar to our pre Christmas shopping rush. There fol-
lowed throe days of visiting friends and eating special dishes.
It was during this time that we expericnced particularly the
warmth and caring of the extended famlly, an experience so
often lacking in our soclety.

We travelled across ta Peshawar not far [from the
Afghanlistan border where we explored the rambling chty
with Its copper bazaars and mudwalled refugee arcas on the
city cdges. Peshawar was known as the wild lrontier town
in carlicr days and remnants of the huge walled fort and the
bandolier and gun carrying men in the street plus the free
availability of certain goods on the shops tend to remind
one of the cities notorious past and its strategic positioning
at the crossreads belween cast and west  the Khyber Pass.

We returned to Islamabad and completed our stay in
Pakistan by visiting the exquisitely brautitul Moghul palaces
and muscums in Lahore. The muosaic tiling in pink, white,
aqua and mirror glass and the mathematical proper ties of
the archway architecture were fine examples of that period.
We flew fram Lahore to Delhi to return to the West and en
joved the most appreciated cup of cofiee lour firstin niany
weeks) with milk in it

BLACK AND WHITE PRINTS
FROM COLOUR FILM NEGATIVES

It mayv not be generally reghised that reasonable guality
B&W prints may be made direct trom colour Hlm negatives.
Members who bave photographs of interesting wbjects of
Association activities or reguire phutographs o illustrate
an article should sulbimit them o the Editar tor appraisal,

Noeline Denize
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SNAKEBITE IN THE WONNANGATTA
VALLEY, VIC.

Readers will no doubt all be conversant with the
changed procedures developed by CSL (Commonwealth
Serum Laboratories, Melbourne), after intensive research,
for the treatment of snakebite. In the course of my work as
a nursing sister, | had the opportunity to hear Struan
Sutherland (CSL) first hand as he explained the principles
of lymphatic compression which are the basis of this treat-
ment, Little did | know that within six months | would be
making practical application of this knowledge on my
sixteen-year-old son,

My husband persuaded me to attempt the walk into
Wonnangatta Homestead (Australia Day weekend 1981),
and our son Nigel was pressed into service as an '‘extra
pack horse”. One condition made by me before walking
was that the first aid equipment be adequate. However, as
later events proved, one must take into account the height
of walkers in calculating the number of crepe bandages
required to bandage limbs: ours reached to the knee of our
six foot son, therefore were quite inadequate.

The drama commenced on day two in the valley, and re-
sulted from a disregard of cardinal hiking rules: (i) Wander-
ing through a very “snakey’ area (marsh with large grass
tufts), without due care; and (i) Refusal of son to wear
his hiking boots — having thongs on at the time.

When he was bitten, strangely enough, a snake was
not our first thought, As with most crisis situations, | guess
that we all operate under the assumption that the worst
would never happen tous. ..

He walked a short distance to me, complaining loudly
about the pain in his foot. Then we saw the two classic
puncture marks, each surrounded by a small white swelling.
Often there may be one or many puncture marks, or
surrounding bruising from the force of impact. | immediate-
ly placed a dressing over the site and proceeded to bandage
firmly over the area and up the leg using crepe bandages.
He was sitting down at this stage. It was now that we
realised the inadequacy of our bandages, but fortunately
this was remedied by a nursing sister in the area.

The snake had not been sighted; this, according to
Struan Sutherland, is quite a common situation. We knew
that both tiger and black snakes frequented the area, and
judged by the distance between the puncture marks that it
could have been a fairly large one. The problem of not
knowing the actual type of snake invoived means that:
{iy One does not know how soon respiratory or other
symptoms may occur/develop, although this is also depend-
ant on dose of venom, and proximity of large blood vessels;
and (i) Subsequent choice of a specific anti-venene is
complicated. However, in this new treatment the punciure
site is not wiped clean, and samples of venom can be col-
lected from the skin for laboratory analysis in the larger
centres.

Fortunately for us, there was a large number of four-
wheel-drives in the area, and we were taken out by one of
these, CB radic being used to alert the Heyfield hospital
of our imminent arrival. We attempted to keep the victim
as still as possible, (difficult in a short wheel base vehicle
on the Wonnangatta Track with a six foot patient; bandag-
ing the legs together is recommended). Efforts to allay an-
"xiety in him were very successful; however inwardly | was
having anticipatory horrors about coping with a respiratory
arrest under such conditions.

it took five hours from bite to arrival at the hospital,
and we were somewhat nonplussed to be greeted with the
news that the two sisters knew nothing about snakebite
but had been reading up the literature! The local doctor,
however, was quite experienced, and treated Nigel very
carefully. The bandage was released only over the site and
the punctures inspected. The patient stayed in overnight
with the upper bandage still in place, having regular obser-

vations of vital signs and urine tests for blood. An import-.

ant point with this new treatment is that the bandages must
not be released until the patient is under medical super-
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Forty years ago most snakes encountered on bushwalks were killed.
Today snakes are protected and most if encountered, unless provoked
or stood on, will avoid humans. Note the high fashion in shorts.

— Photo Reg Alder

vision, and preferably with an intravenous infusion in posi-
tion, as there can be a sudden surge of venom into the
system. Nigel did well without further treatment though his
leg was very swollen.,

On replacing the thong next day, we found that the
rubber strap exactly covered the punctures. We are assum-
ing that the snake must have hit this and perforated it,
thereby perhaps giving a lower actual dose of venom with
limited penctration of the skin .. . All in all, we were very
lucky!

Tricia Cristofaro
Reprint from ‘Walk 1982'
— Melbourne Bushwalkers

{This incident draws attention to the need for ALL mem-
bers to carry individual first aid kits whereby by the
diversity and quantity of their components most contin-
gencies can be coped with. Elastic bandages are essential
for snake bite treatment and full details of the methods
to be used are contained in the December 1982 and March
1984 issues of this Bulletin. — Editor)



INSECTS — FACTS AND FALLACIES
"I don't rejoice in Insects at all” — Allice in
Wonderland

Insects have been clnsely invalved with mankind from
prehistaric times. In spite of their enormous economic
impact, their potential for spreading disease and their
nuisance value they receive little acknowledgement of their
impact In the literature and languages of the world.

Insects have been an earth for a lung time, The first
{nssil recard of insects is one of springtalls found in rock
some 350 million years old. While the fossil record is
ohviously incomplete we can get some Idea of the rela-
tive ages of the various groups. Amaong the earliest Insects
were the grasshoppers, cockroaches and dragonflies,

Next In the fossll record are groups such as the may-
fltes, silverfish, lacewlings and stick insects, About 185
million years ago the famlliar beetles came on the scene,
It Is not surprising that the beetles are famillar ~ there are
at least 300,000 species. Probably more than any other
group of organisms. Shortly after the beetles appeared in
the fossil record the first Hymenoptera appeared. If the
name Hymenoptera doesn’t mean a great deal then ants,
wasps and bees will probably mean more, Of these three,
the bees have been most Intimately assoclated with man.
Plundering honcy was a prehistoric activity and bees have
been kept in hives since at least Egyptlan times. In spite of
the domestication it was thought that bees had a king, at
least till Shakespeare's time.

At about the same time In the record the flies arrived.
They are distingulshed from other insects by having two
wings only. There are about 85,000 species of {ly, many of
them being clasely tied up with human affafrs.

With a fossll history of some 60 million years, the butter-
flles and moths are refatlve newcomers. In blologlcal terms
they have been expanded rapidly; there is an estimated
200,000 species on carth. They were the last of the large
Insect orders to emerge, the groups which have been pre-
served in more recent rocks are termites, fleas, mantlsos and
lice.

It is worth remembering that the fossil record is frag-
mentary and haphazard as soft bodied Insects will not be
as well preserved as hard bodied ones and so the relative
ages of the variaus groups could well be biased.

In all there are at least 3 million Insect specles in the
world, They are all quite small. Some stick insccts can be
33¢m long and the greatest wingspan of a living insect is
28cm recorded in the birdwing butterflics of Papua New
Guinca. From the fossil record the largest Insect cver was
a dragonfly with i wingspan of 73cm. Most insects are 2em
or less, This limitation in stze Is a function of thelr anatomy
and physiology.

The bedily support Tor an insect lies in it's hard cuticle,
because this is not able to expand insectls must grow by
moulting and achicve their size increase while the new
exoskeleton is soft and pliant. There are three basic path-
ways insects follow from cgg to adult. The simplest Is to
retain the same body pattern and just get bigger, Very fow
groups, the silverlish is one, actually do this. Some groups
slowly develop wings as they moult until the fully fledged
adult emerges and is capable ot tlight, this path is followed
by groups such as cacktoaches and prasshoppers. The bulk
of insects go through some viariant of the cpg-larva-pupa-
adult sequence. This means that if yau see an adult insect
with wings {inctuding beelles and earwigs where the fore-
wings have cvolved into tough plates ta protect the rear
wingsh it must be an adult and alse ot will not grow am
larger. In other words littde flies do nol grow mta Larget
ones

The blond of insects carrics nutrients to the variogs
parts ol the bady. it does nat act ds an osygen carrien s
antmal blood does This coupled with the impermeability
of the insect skin means thit vss gen must be absarbed by
mechanieme different from our lungs Insects gain then
ovvgen by means of a network of tubes opening out to
the atmosphere This ingctine method s slow and in-
cttivient and thes s the factar determing the size of inseqts.
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[f the hady becomes toe g the axygen diffusion vall be o
much slower and the insect would be too lethargic and easy
prey. Ihus thowe tilms and novels about monster insects
taking over the werld are true fairy tales,

Insects have nonternal contenl over hody tlemperature
but they can contenl their temperature indirectly by adop-
ting resting positions i or nut of direct suplight. Many
insecty have heat gahsorbing colouring and there are o few
which can change colour 4s the cutside temperature changes,
alsn the {furry hodies of maths, butterflics and bees trap
heat next to the body. Aninscet can use one or 4ll of these
strategies to maintain an optimum temperature.
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Insccts must cat, at least in the larval stage, and so they
nced fully developed digestive systems. They can produce
digestive ensymes, their gizzards grind their food and diges-
tion takes place in the mid-intestine where the nuttients are
circulated to the body by the blond. Muscles ste needed Lo
move the mouthparts and to contiol the gizeard Muscies
are also used 1o move the antenmae, ot walking and {or
lying. There we even long muscles inside the legs which
controf the dawson the ends of their leps

Fhght s the most amazing development the msects have
achieved 1 the tossil secand v 1o be believed insed s were
the freslaviatoes and tonk to the aie 200 nadlion vears belare
an oifdioot ot the reptle Tine evolved wings and teathers
and took oft atter them, [xacty how insedts evoldsed wongs
v undlear and sulyect teogreat debate but b one al the
many Lacboos o ensgomg that the inaegts hiine sarnvned and
spredd soowidety on the globe The Lirgest musdes are tsed
for flght and wing beats range Trom about 19 beats per
wecond o butterthies to nearly 60 beats per second
muosguriioes henge the driterence e patch, the ditferent

notses proguced by thomg maedts v a0 imgtren ot the



frequency of wing beat. Observations about the speed of
insect flight vary but it seems that the fastest, hawk moths,
horse flies and some dragonflies, can appraoch 55kph.
Houseflies and bees fly at about 10kph.

A flying organism needs good senses and insects have a
‘good sense of equilibrium and adequate vision. They do not
see the same colour range as we do but many insects can
see into the ultraviolet end of the spectrum and so their
view of the world is markedly different from ours. Because
of their hard cuticle and the other senses of the insects
are located in the hair-like organs scattered over the body,
particularly on the antennae, mouthparts and feet. Touch,
smell, taste, body position and wing stress can all be sensed
by an insect, sometimes in ways quite foreign to any ex-
periences we have. Many insects can ‘taste’ with their feet
and this is quite a good arrangement for an insect walking
over leaves some of which will be palatable and others not.
The senses in a insect can trigger hormonal changes feading
to activities such as mating, egg laying, hibernating, migrating
etc. Adult insects must have the ability to find food and to
find 2 mate. Finding 2 mate can be achieved in many ways.
Many insects swarm and the movement attracts other mem-
bers of the species, Some rely on colour and some on scent
to attract mates. A few use sound while a small number
employ bioluminescence.

Generally mating followed by egg laying is the normal
insect life cycle but many insects have evolved other stra-
tegies to cope with scarce or abundant food supplies. Some
insects, greenfly for instance, will simply bud when condi-
tions are good and in this way they can increase their
population very quickly. When conditions worsen they will
lay eggs which can be dormant till an improvement occurs.

In general most insect populations are affected by food
supply, disease, predators and the weather. To counter
these factors insects rely on their size and senses, their
mobility, their reproductive capacity and their ability to
remain dormant (as epgs or pupae if necessary) when
conditions are bad. Thus a balance is established. Mankind
can upset the balance by growing large areas under only a
few crops. This provides easy feed for large numbers of
pest insects and farmers have to spray constantly against
aphids, locusts, caterpillars etc. Even after harvesting stored
products must be guarded against insect depredations.

Insects also impact on mankind when they act as disease
spreaders, The cost of diseases such as malaria, typhus,
cholera and sleeping sickness is enormous and insects help
to spread them all.

From man’s viewpoint biological control, silk, honey
and some dyes are the only benefits and economic products
gained from insects. However the vast majority of the
thousands of insect species lead their lives quite apart from
human endeavour simply playing their part in the web of
natural ecosystems. When next you visit the bush, don't
simply cast your eye on the large and spectacular. Spare a
glance at the small and insignificant two, quite often you
will be surprised by the colour and beauty you find while
some knowledge of the complexity of life history and be-
haviour of even the smallest insect can fill you with wonder.

Lecture to the Association

21st fuly 1983 Norman Morrison

HERITAGE GRANT

The Heritage Grant of 32000 received from the com-
munity Development Fund for the dissemination of informa-
tion towards the promotion of natural conservation is being
used by the Association to good effect.

One major project has been to increase our already large
free list to distribute the Bulletin to all Public Libraries,
High Schools, Colleges, Scouts, Girl Guides and other
points where it can be seen by the public.

A seminar on the Murrumbidgee Corridor was held and
our Publicity Committee is building up its display and
publicity material. The Association also took an active
part in Heritage Week activities.
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N.P.A. TREE GROWING AT GLENDALE

A report of the planting of native trees at Glendale in
the Gudgenby Nature Reserve appeared on page 5 of the
Bulletin in September 1983 (Vol 21 No.1). Readers may
recall that 465 Eucalypts and 3 Kurrajongs were planted
out on 28 May and 4 June 1983, This is a progress report.

Tree maintenance working parties were advertised in the
Bulletin for September, November, January, February and
March. Attendance varied between 5 and 17 persons. In
addition smaller working parties were arranged for specific
tasks. Lunches were pleasant in sun or shade depending on
temperature. A cool-off in the river was popular on warmer
days. In recent weeks there was a bonus for workers.
Curious? Ask one of those attending!

Much was achieved in sometimes difficult circumstances
and on behalf of the Association | wish to thank all those
involved.

We have had more than adequate rain and the Gudgenby
River flooded on two occasions and has been running gen-
erally at a good level. Three trees were below the flood
level for 2 couple of days.

We estimate that loss since planting has not exceeded
10%. More trees have been lost from ‘wet feet’ than from
other causes. Some were planted in what have since turned
out to be soaks which ran water for long periods. Unfor-
tunately all 3 Kurrajongs failed to survive the winter and
early spring. There has been some insect damage, but the
Eucalypts are well equipped to recover from this problem.

The tallest tree at the March working party was a
Candlebark about 1.5m high. Most others were a [ittle
under 1.0m, but some are not growing vigorously at all.
An extra heiping of slow release fertiliser was given to
these, but at least some are suffering from rock not far
below.

The good growing conditions brought up grass, clover
and many varieties of weeds in much of the area to over
1.8m high. This growth made location of the young trees
a difficult task and this meant a tractor and slasher ¢ould
not be used to ease the problem. Our workers had to push
through this ‘jungle’ {often with water at the base) to locate
trees, remove the guards and hack out the undergrowth to
give the trees a chance. We learnt not to give up hope if
there appeared to be no tree in a choked tree guard; most
times careful weeding revealed a struggling tree at the
bottom! We extended the weeded circle to 1.2m to let the
trees see a little sun,

The drainage and creek channel area among the willows
at the north end (called ‘chanmel country’) has been a parti-
cular problem. Apart from a very dense grass growth and
water under foot, much effort has been put into draining
water away from individual trees. One Apple Box was nick-
named ‘Neptune' because it seemed to relish growing in a
flowing pool of water!

Although weeds and surplus water made maintenance
difficult, it is heartening to see the regeneration of native
trees around the area. Snow Gums and Candlebarks are two
species that | have specially noted.

Turning to tree guards, it was noticeable that trees
protected by drums or large fruit cans, over-wintered better
than those with only wire netting; however in some cases
the hot metal scorched leaves on the north side in summer.

We found motor tyres are worth while as a general pro-
tection and even tend to inhibit weeds inside the tyre
circle. We have no evidence of rabbits getting over a tyre,
butl in one spot there were 4 rabbit scratchings within a
couple of centimetres of the outside of a tyre. Perhaps the
smell of the tyre is only a deterrent at nibbling distance.

Our homemade wire netting guards varied from 0.6
to 0.9m high, and the high ones are a great help in locating
young trees. The homemade wire pegs worked reasonably
well to pin the guards down if the soil was not too stoney.
In many cases a 0.9m stake was used as well. However when
the grass and weeds grew all through the neiting it was
necessary to remove the guard for weeding; the task of
locating the pegs and then removing them was difficult
and time-consuming. In retrospect it would have been



hetter (bul mare capensive) to use one 1.Em stake 1o seeure
edch guatd and alws provide ¢ gond means of tree tocabion.

Kangaroos  and  probably  wombats, initiglly  caused
damage to many tree guards; presumably they blundered
int them in panic 1n the dark when trightened by road
tratfic, ete. Thes damage has aow reduced markedly and |
presume they have learnt the location of gudrds; certainly
there are stll plenty of fresh dioppings.

A recent prablem with netting tree guards s that the
graving tips ol the trees are hlown through the netting and
remain there so that all the Little branches grovs out and not
up. I. bridgesiang and [, rubida seemed more prone to this
problem. We tried tethering wnside the guard, but growth
rapidly nullificd the tether. We are indebted to staff of the
National Botanical Gardens for advice and 45 4 result have
cut the tethers which inhibit root and trunk development,
and have lowered the height ol many of the guards 1o about
0.45m so that most of the branches are above the guard,
Some netting guards have been removed altogether as an
experiment, retkining the tyre as sole protection.,

I hope that by next summer most of the trees will be
large enough to remave their guards completely,

We plan to take a census of the trees showing specles and
good or poor growth. The results should be avallable by
the time this Bulletin is distributed.

Charles Hill

S0 vears ago crossing Yadboro Croek a strong back was even bette

than a helplng hamd Phato Reg Alder

PROPOSED YAOUK Skl FACILITY

NN member may recollent weemg pross reporfs Tag
year about o proposed koo taalby mothe Yaeuk area had
assumed s amvene el readig the repor b wounld probably
have done too that the proposal referred to the Yanuk
Mountan masad

Thes, howeser, s« not the case The propesal ieolyves the
head vf the Yook waltey Land at the vpper ond of the
valley has been bopght byoa lindd developer and wilby dovended

O one savh Tt ot has been proposed Tooestabhish 3 b
fac bty using 4ot snow
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The lacation of the run would adjon the ACT horder
immediately to the south-cast of Yaouk Gap, Dams on a
small creck south of the Gap wauld hopefully provide the
wrater for artiticral snow making.

1t wems guestionable whether the project will actually
go shead. The area does not receive much natural snovs.
Reconstruction of the present track up the valley 1o provide
an access rodd of acceplable standdrd vrould be very expen-
sive. To this would have to be added the cost of artificial
snow installations, assuming that the water supply is
adequate, And such askifacility could hardly be competitive
with the already well developed facilities at Mount Selwyn
which are now heing extended.

Nevertheless, even if a skl 11ft is not built, the existence
of this private property may posc prablems il the Scabby
and upper Yaouk arcas are to be incorpordted in the
Kosciusko National Park.

Alastalr Morrison

PERISHER SKI TUBE - REVISED E.I5.

The proponenis of the Perisher Ski Tube recently released
for comment a revised E.1.S. following wide spread opposi-
tlon to a number of proposals In the original E.1.S, The
first E.I.S. called for the closure during winter of the
Kosclusko road from the Guthega turn ofl glving the Ski-
tubc a monepoly of the transportatlon modes to the
Perisher Valley. The proponents clalmed thls action was
necessary to ensure an adequate return from the Skitube.

The revised E,1,S, drops thls proposal and scales down
the Skitube capacity. The proponents now claim that thls
lower cosl system can compete with car/bus travel and
remain economic.

In commenting on the revised E.1.5. the NPA made the
following points:—

® General support for the concept of an underground
rallway transport system as previously.

® Opposition to the siting of the lower terminal complex.

e (Concern over the environmental Impact of the upper
terminal.

® Concern over the impact of tunnel construction methods
on the Thredbo River.

¢ Continued support for the eventual extension of the
rallway to )indabync as opposed to the upgrading of the
Alpine Way.
Any interested members can obtain copies of the full

NPA submission from the Sccretary,

Neville Esau

But now 1o vrow Naas Creek, with the new order, it was gither

wel boots ar wore feet From colonr negatine by hanne Thompson



NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION OUTINGS

Please notify the leader by the previous Wednesday of your intention to go on any weekend outing.

The Committee suggests a donation of FOUR cents per kilometre {calculation 1o nearest dollar) be offered to the driver by each passenger
accepting transportation. Drive distances quoted from the meeting point, for one way only, are approximate and for guidance only. Walk dis-
tances shown are total.

All persons joining an outing of the National Parks Association of the A.C.T. do so as velunteers in all respects and as such accept sole respon-
sibility for any injury howsoever Incurred and the National Parks Association of the A.C.T., its officer bearers and appointed leaders are absolved
from any liability in respect of any injury or damage suffered whilst engaged on any such outing,

JUNE 3 SUNDAY WALK
Rendezvous Creek Paintings Ref: Rendezvous Creek 1:25,000 Leader: Dianne Thompson 886084
Meet: Kambah shops 8.30a.m. 12km walk across paddocks, through open country. Mostly undulating with a short climb to
the rock shelter 45km drive.

JUNE 3 SUNDAY WALK

Mt Gudgenby Ref: Yaouk 1:25,000 Leader: Neville Esau 864176
Meet: Gudgenby bridge beyond Glendale at end of bitumen at 8.30a.m. 20km round trip with 750 metre climb for magnificent
views of Gudgenby Nature Reserve from the summit. 60km drive.

JUNE 6 WEDNESDAY MID WEEK WALK

Molonglo Gorge Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Olive Buckman 488774
Meet: Morshead Drive, first barbeque area east of Duntroon entrance at 10.00a.m. 6km walk on track with some rocks and
short climbs. 10km drive.

JUNE 9/10/11 QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY PACK WALK

Naas River Valley Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Les Pyke 812982
Easy scenic pack walk of some 30km over 3 days mostly along trail in river valley from Mt Clear station to Glencoe area.
Leader would like contact by June 2 to organize transport pickup.

JUNE 9/10/11 QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY PACK WALK
Bogong Peaks Ref: Yarrangobilly 1:100,000 Leader: Philip Gatenby 416284
An exploratory walk, weather permitting. Contact |eader for details. Approx. 240km drive.

JUNE 9/10/11 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CAR CAMP
Bournda State Recreation area near Tathra Leader: lan Currie 958112
Pleasant wooded campsite, lake and ocean swimming — maybe. Good bird area and easy walks.

JUNE 17 SUNDAY WALK

Camel Ridge, Tidbinbilla Peak Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25,000 Leader: Olive Buckman 488774
Meet: Cotter Road and Eucumbene Drive 8.30a.m. 14km walk with a climb up the fire trail, then through bushy scrub and
along rocky ridges. 25km drive.

JUNE 17 SUNDAY WALK
Tharwa area Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Betty Campbell 811771
Meet: 17.00a.m. Tharwa Bridge. Walk of 8§ to 10km through open country with possibly a hill to climb.

JUNE 24 SUNDAY WALK
Billy Range Ref: Michelago 1:25,000 Leader: Hela Lindemann 812322
Meet: Kambah Village shops 8.30a.m. Walk along the ridge of the Biliy Range for 10km. Some tracks but mostly open scrub.

JUNE 24 SUNDAY WALK

McKeahnie Trig Ref: Corin Dam 1:25,000 Leader: Charles Hill 958924
Meet: Kambah Village Shops 8.15a.m. Walk to very good viewpoint over rocky and forested terrain; no tracks. 11km, 300m
climb, steep in parts. 50km drive.

JULY 1 SUNDAY WALK

Gibraltar Peak Ref: Tidbinbilla 1:25,000 Leader: Lyn Richardson 415498

Meet: Eucumbene Drive-Cotter Road 8.30a.m. 8km walk to this fine vantage point overlooking the Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve.
30km drive.

JUNE 30/JULY 1 PACK WALK
Bawley Point Ref: Kioloa and Toubouree 1:25,000 Leader: Reg Alder 542240
One kilometre walk to beach camp near Nuggan Point. 200km drive.

JULY 7 SATURDAY TREE MAINTENANCE
Glendale Crossing Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Charles Hill 958524
Anytime from 9.30a.m. Contact leader for details.

JULY 8 SUNDAY WALK

Tidbinbilla Mt Ref: Corin Dam 1:25,000 Leader: Frank Clements 317005
Meet: Eucumbene Drive,-Cotter Road 8.00a.m. Steep 600 metre climb; mostly scrub, rocks and fallen trees. Possibly snow as
well, 25km drive.

JULY 8 SUNDAY AFTERNOQON WALK

Tuggeranong Railway Line Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leaders: Margaret Aston 887563, Sheila Kruze
Meet: Monaro Highway-Mugga Lane 1.00p.m. Pleasant ramble along the railway line area. Bring afternoon tea.

JULY 11 WEDNESDAY MID WEEK WALK

Farrer Memaorial and Castle Hill Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Charles Hill 958924
Meet: Kambah Village shops 9.45a.m. Walk across Lambrigg to memorial. Drive to foot of Castle Hill and walk up open ridge
for excellent views, Combined distance 6km, vertical rise 230m, walking mainly on grass. 20km drive.
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JULY 15 SUNDAY NATURE RAMBLE

Smokers Flat and Hluebell Creek Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Peter Ormay 512428
Mect: Kamhah Village shops 9.30a.m, Walk about 8km from locked gate off Carin Dam Road through bush in the area south
of Baroomba Station. Unusual plants, some not yet recorded in the A.C.T. Bring binoculars too for hird spotting. Climb of
200m, 40km drive.

JULY 13/14/15 PACK WALK
Pagoda Rock Ref: Budawangs Bushwalkers Map Leader: Dudley Nicol 824371
Ring leader for details, Camp I riday night at Yadbora, then walk to Pagoda Rock via Monolith Valley.

JULY 22 SUNDAY SK} TOUR

Klandra/Selwyn area Ref: Cabramurra 1:25,000 Leader: Charles HIll 958924
Crass country ski tour depending on snow and weather condltions; about 15km, Some experience needed. Please contact
leader carly.

JULY 22 SUNDAY WALK

Hospltal Creek Ref: Yaouk 1:25,000 Leader: Beverley Hammond 886577
Meet: Kambah shops 9.00a.m. approx. 10km walk, mostly easy grades, on firg trails and open scrub, In Gudgenby Nature
Reserve. Suitable for beginners. 50km drive,

JULY 29 SUNDAY WALK
Mt Majura Ref: Canberra UBD Leader: Hansine Hansen 473453
Meet: Canberry Fair car park 17.00a.m, Bring lunch and enjoy an 8-10km walk on tracks,

JULY 28/29 CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

Sawplt Creek Ref: Kosclusko 1:100,000 Leader: Denise Robin 814837
Camp at Sawpit Creek. Touring depending on snow and weather conditions, Sultable for famikies and beginners, Contact
leader early. Lessons available for $12.

AUGUST 5 SUNDAY WALK

Naas Creek Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Los Pyke 812982
Meet: Kambah Village shops 8,30a.m. 15km return walk up the picturesque Naas Creek Valley past Sentry Box. Reasonably
level, mostly on grass, with some side rambles from the creck ftself. 75km drive.

AUGUST 5 SUNDAY WALK
Lake George Ref. A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Betty Campbell 811771
Meet: 10.00a.m, Canberry Falr car park. Walk for 8-10km in open country, mostly undulating but may bo z hill or two,

AUGUST 5 SUNDAY SKI TOUR
Guthega Ref: Kosclusko 1:100,000 Leader: Ann Wallace 810949
A day skling in the Guthega arca. Some exparlence necessary. Contact leader for detalls,

AUGUST 9 THURSDAY MID WEEK WALK

Mt Stromlo Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Gladys Joyce 956959
Mecet: Eucumbene Drive-Cotter Road 10.00a.m. Walk along forest roads and high open arcas of Mt Stromlo; very good views.
Easy walk, 5km, vertical rise 100m. 3km drive,

AUGUST 12 SUNDAY WALK
Cotter Gap Ref: Corin Dam 1:25,000 Leader: Reg Alder 542240
Meet: Kambah Village shops 8.30a.m. Walk from Orroral Tracking Station along fire trafl 16kms. 6G0km drive,

AUGUST 12 SUNDAY WALK
Brandy Flat Ref: Michelago 1:25,000 Leader: lan Curric 958112
Muoet: Kambah Village Shops 9.00a.m. Walk from Glendale Maintenance Depot along fire trall 9kms. 60km drive.

AUGUST 18/19 CAR CAMP
Bungonia Gorge Ref: Caoura 1:31680 Leader: lan Curric 958112
Meet: Bungonla Camping arca 10.30a.m. Short walks around the Gorge Arca. 150km drlve.

AUGUST 18/19 PACK WALK
Kybeyan Range Ref: Cobargo 1:100,000 Leader: Philip Gatenby 416284
Waik in Wadbilliga National Park to Kydra Peak and beyond. Contact deader for details, §60km drive,

AUGUST 26 PRESIDENT'S BARBEQUE

Plerce's Creck Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: President
Come to Plerce's Creek beyond Cotter and bring a barbeque lunch, Short watks. Watch for N,P.A. signs,

SEPTEMBER 2

Mt Coree Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Arno Wynd 478542
Meet: Corner Cotter Ruad and Lucumbene Drive 8.00a.m. Steep climb of 600m through scrub from Blundells Tlat Lo the
peak, then return down rough Pabnal Road. 30km drive.

SEPTEMBER 1/2 PACK WALK

Gourock Range Map: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Robert Story 812174
A walk by the headwaters of the Queanbey an River. Meet at the airpurt (on main road, just beyond turn-in} at 7.00am. on
Saturday . Phane leader 1o advise him of vour intention to go please.

SEPTEMBER 9 SUNDAY WALK
Long Flats Ref. Bredbo 1:25,000 Leader Frank Clements 317005
Meet- Kambah shops 8.00a.m. Walk 18km alung fire trail, 300m Jdimb with some steep sections. 65km drive.

SEPTEMBER 15 TREE MAINTENANCE
Glendale Crossing Ref: A.C.T. 1:100,000 Leader: Charles Hitl 958924
Ring teader for details. Anytime after 9. 30a.m.
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NATIONAL PARKS ASSOCIATION OF THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY INC.

President:

Vice-President:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Assistant Secretary:
Publicity Officer:
Committee Members:
Immediate Past President:
Bulletin Editor:
Membership Secretary:

Outings Convenor:

Book Sales {Concessions Prices):

Assaciation Correspondence to:

Telephone:

Annual Subscription Rates

1 July-30 June:

For new members joining between:

T January-31 March:
1 April-30 June:

{inaugurated 1960

lan Currie, 10 Arnhem Place, RED HILL A.CT. 2603
958107 (W) 958112 (H)

Denise Robin, 19 Downes Place, HUGHES A.C.T. 2605
724540 (W) 814837 (H)

Vacant.

Joan Hegarty, 4 Gormanston Cres., DEAKIN A.C.T. 2600
813973 (H)

Lala Reeves, 32 Horsley Cres,, MELBA A.C.T. 2615
582265 (H)

Anne Robertson, P.O. Box 424, DICKSON A.C.T. 2602
724535 (W) 310154 (H)

Reg Alder 542240; Fiona Brand 479538; Ross Carlton 863892;
Beverley Hammond 886577; Charles Hill 958924; Adrienne Nicholson,

Meville Esau, 1T Rymill Place, MAWSON A.C.T. 2607
494554 (W) 864176 (H)

Reg Alder, 45 Starke Street, HIGGINS A.C.T. 2615
542240 ()

Fiona Brand, 11 Dyson Street, LYNEHAM A.C.T. 2602
479538 (H}

Beveriey Hammond, 21 Hyndes Cres.,, HOLDER A.C.T. 2611
886577 (H)

Bernice Anderson, 34 Bamford Street, HUGHES A.C.T. 2605
812082 (H) 497577 (W)

P.0. Box 457, G.P.0. CANBERRA ACT. 2601

813973 {H} (Treasurer), or 643959 (W) 310154 {H) (Publicity Officer)

Family members $15
Single members $12
Pensioners $ 6

Student members  $6
Corporate members $8
Bulletin only $8

Half specified rate
Annual Subscription — 15 month's membership benefit

DEADLINE DATES for NPA Builetin contributions: 15 July, 15 October, 15 December, 15 April

AIMS AND OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Promotion of national parks and of measures for the protection of fauna and flora, scenery and natural features in the
Australian Capital Territory and elsewhere, and the reservation of specific areas.

Interest in the provision of appropriate outdoor recreation areas.

Stimulation of interest in, and appreciation and enjoyment of, such natural phencmena by organized field outings, meetings
or any other means.

Co-operation with organisations and persons having similar interests and ohjectives.

Promotion of, and education for, nature conservation and the planning of land-use 10 achieve conservation,

Articles by contributars may not necessarily reflect Association opinion ar gbjectives.

DESIGN BY REG ALDER
PRINTED BY DEREK KELLY 541226
TYPESET BY BELCONNEN TYPESETTING — 547390
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OUTINGS SUMMARY

Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Long Weckend
Long Weekend
Long Weekend
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Weekend
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Sunday
Weekend
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Weekend
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday
Sunday
Sunday
Weokond
Weokend
Sunday
Sunday
Weckend
Sunday
Saturday
Weekend
Wednesday
Saturday

Rendeavous Creek Paintlngs
Mt Gudgenby
Molonglo Gorge
Maas River Valley
Bogong Peaks
Bournda S.R.A,
Camcl Ridge
Tharwa

Billy Range
McKeahnie Trig
Bawley Point
Glbraltar Peak
Glendale Crossing
Tidblnbilla Mt
Tuggeranang Rallway
Farrer Memorial
Bluebell Creek
Pagoda Rock
Sclwyn

Hospital Creek
Mt Majura

Sawpit Creek
Naas Creek Valley
l.ako George
Guthega

Mt Stromlo
Cotter Gap
Brandy Flat
Bungonla Gorgo
Kybeyan Range
Plerce's Creck

Mt Coree
Gourock Range
Long Fiats
Glendale Crossing
Tantangra Mt
Pierce's Creek
Black Mt

Walk

Walk

Walk

Pack Walk
Pack Walk
Car Camp
Walk

Walk

Walk

Walk

Pack Walk
Walk

Tree Malntenance
Walk

Walk

Walk
Nature Ramble
Pack Walk
Skl Tour
Walk

Walk

Skl, Camp
Walk

Walk

Skl Tour
Walk

Walk

Walk

Car Camp
Pack Walk
Barbeque
Walk

Pack Walk
Walk

Tree Malntonance
Pack Walk
Walk
Nature Walk

JUNE

JuLY

AUGUST

Thursday 21 1984

GENERAL MEETINGS

Joan Staples - Assistant National Liaison Officer, Australian

Conservation Foundation.

Subject: Daintree - Potential World Heritage Under Threat?

Thursday 19 1984
Henry Burmester -

E vecutive member of the Conscrvation Council

of the Canberra and South-cast Region Environment Centre,

Subject: Antartica

Thursday 16 1984

Explaitation or Censervation?

Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers followed by slides

of the year's activities,




