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The Committee of your a s s o c i a t i o n extends the 
compliments of the season to a l l members, and the 
hope that the cause of nature conservat ion i s wel l 
served during 1 9 6 9 . 

Your a t t en t ion i s drawn to the f a c t that there 
are no meetings in December and January, but there 
w i l l be two out ings . For d e t a i l s see the outings page. 

Coming Events: 

Many members have expressed the wish to know the 
proposed programme of the a s s o c i a t i o n f o r the f i r s t 
h a l f of 1 9 6 9 - The programme is as f o l l o w s but events 
may have to be changed i f unforeseen circumstances 
a r i s e . 
Meet ings : February: Dr Nancy Burbidge who was one of 
the o r i g i n a l members of the committee which formulated 
th i s a s s o c i a t i o n ' s Nat iona l Park Proposal and 
presented i t to the Department of the I n t e r i o r  in 1 9 6 3 . 
w i 1 1 speak about the area . 
March: Mr Chris Humphris from the Mi l ton Nat ional 
Parks A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l speak to us about the Upper 
Clyde Area which i s a proposed nat iona l park. 
A p r i 1 : I t i s very p l e a s i n g to announce that the 
Gues t Speaker for 1 9 6 9 w i l l be the famous wr i t er 
and c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t - Jud i th Wright. 
May: F i lms . 
June: Undecided. 

Out ings: February 2 2 n d & 2 3 r d : A weekend at J e r v i s 
Bay which i s part of the A . C . T . The N.S.W. 
Nat ional Parks A s s o c i a t i o n has been i n v i t e d 
to take part in t h i s out ing . 

February 2 3 r d : A day out ing to the C o t t e r 
River area . 
March 3 0 t h : Dingo F l a t s . 



O u t i n g s : 
( c o n t ' d ) 

A p r i l 4 t h , 5 t h & 6 t h & 7 t h ( E a s t e r ) A 
combined outing- with the N . S . W . N . P . A . to 
the Mt. K e l l y area - the proposed n a t i o n a l 
park area in the A . C . T . Base camp and 
walks or overnight camps away from Base. 
May: Tuross F a l l s . 

June: Corin Dam area to hear the L y r e b i r d s . 

C a l l i n g a l l Photographers 

I t has become a custom in the a s s o c i a t i o n to show 
coloured s l i d e s , at the annual meeting, o f scenes 
taken during the y e a r ' s o u t i n g s . Please keep t h i s in 
mind and take a few s l i d e s on each out ing . In a d d i t i o n , 
at the annual meeting of 1 9 6 9 , we would l i k e to show 
any black and white pr in t s taken on o u t i n g s . A p r i z e 
w i l l be presented to the owner of the pr int or s l i d e 
which i s cons idered the best en try . 

The Conservation Foundation's f i r s t s p e c i a l report i s 
now a v a i l a b l e . I t c o n s i s t s of a report on the 
"Conservation of Norfo lk I s land" by Prof. John S. 
Turner of the U n i v e r s i t y of Melbourne Botany D e p a r t . , 
a s s i s t e d by C.N.Smithers of the A u s t r a l i a n Museum and 
R. Hoogland of the C . S . I . R . 0 . D i v i s i o n of Land Research. 
I t i s we l l i l l u s t r a t e d and conta ins u s e f u l l i s t s of 
p l a n t s , b irds and i n s e c t s as wel l as a f u l l report on 
the problem of conserv ing both the endemic p lant s and 
animals of Norfo lk and i t s p leasant scenery and 
environment. I t i s p r i c e d at $ 1 and copies may be 
obta ined on a p p l i c a t i o n to the D i r e c t o r ' s O f f i c e at 
P .O. Box 9 1 , Eastwood, N.S.W, 

The Foundat ion 1 s annual report f o r 1 9 6 7 - 6 8 i s to 
hand and may be borrowed by members. 

THE FUTURE OF COLONG 

The o p p o s i t i o n to the mining of l imestone in the 
proposed Kanangra-Boyd Nat ional Park, near the Colong 
Caves , i s s t i l l very voca l and was we l l presented 
r e c e n t l y in "This Day Tonight", an A . B . C . t e l e v i s i o n 
product ion . 



Despi te the fact that the mining company, Commonwealth
 Portland Cement Ltd . has been granted a lease
 of 580 acres to mine the l imes tone , the Colong 
Committee i s planning to s tep up i t s campaign to 
save "the most important wi lderness area of N.S .W." 

I t w i l l be many months before the mining company 
is in a p o s i t i o n to commence mining in the Reserve. 
It has to construct a vas t web of works across very 
d i f f i c u l t country. So f a r l i t t l e has been done because 
of the degree of oppos i t ion to the p r o j e c t . 

FIRES: A danger and a p r i c e 
The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e came from the N . S . W . N . P . A . 

Journal who acknowledge " Fueld Conditions and Fire 
Hazard Reduction Costs in a Giant Sequoia Forest" by 
H . H . B i s w e l l , R.P.Gibbens and Hayle Buchanan. 
Pub 1 i s bed in the February 1968 i s sue of C a l i f orn ia 
A g r i c u l t u r e ; reprinted by permiss ion in August 1968 
i s sue of the Nat ional Parks Magazine U . S . A . 

FIRES: A DANGER AND A PRICE 

The groves of giant sequoia (Sequoia g igantea ) 
and coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) s t i l l 
remaining on the west coast of the United S t a t e s have 
been h e a v i l y protec ted from f i r e  f or about the l a s t 
century. Contrary to many e x p e c t a t i o n s , the program 
has been exceedingly s u c c e s s f u l . There are l arge 
areas tha t have not had a f i r e of' any kind in a l l that 
t ime. Recent ly i t has come to be r e a l i s e d that th i s 
s i tu at ion i s j u s t as unnatura1 as the too frequont 
f i r e s that preceded i t , Sequo i as are well adapted 
for r e s i s t i n g l o w - i n t e n s i t y ground f i r e s , and i t was 
these low f i r e s that d isposed of the heavy l i t t e r  on 
the f o r e s t f l o o r which, i f a l lowed to accumulate , w i l l 
convert a ground f i r e in to a crown ho locaus t ; f a t a l 
to s e q u o i a s . 

The U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a has been conducting 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of ways and means to reduce th i s hazard 
in W h i t a k e r ' s F o r e s t , a 320-acre area owned by the 
U n i v e r s i t y adjo in ing K i n g ' s Canyon Nat ional Park. 
_Whitaker's Forest was logged over in the 1 8 7 0 ' s . The 



o r i g i n a l s equo ia -p ine a s s o c i a t i o n was destroyed by the 
removal of almost a l l of the pine and about h a l f of the 
sequoias - The f o r e s t had, by 1 9 6 4 , when the program 
s t a r t e d , reached a h igh ly inflammable s t a g e , with a 
very th ick second growth of incense cedar , white f i r 
and young sequoia . A tangle of dead wi l low clumps, 
k i l l e d by the i n c r e a s i n g shade, and dead incense c e d a r s , 
k i l l e d by c o m p e t i t i o n , added to the danger. I t might 
be noted here that white f i r , which i s very shade 
t o l e r a n t and o f t e n has th ick f o l i a g e  r i gh t down to 
ground l e v e l , i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c not only of second-
growth f o r e s t , but a l s o of f i r e - p r o t e c t e d f o r e s t . 
I t can form a dangerous fue l br idge between ground 
and upper canopy. 

What i s c a l l e d the 'minimum treatment* has now 
been appl ied to about 6 0 acres of the f o r e s t . This 
c o n s i s t e d of removal of a l l heavy d e b r i s from the 
ground, cu t t ing and removal of a l l dead t r e e s , a l l 
white f i r and a l l incense cedar between one and 
e leven f ee t t a l l . Thi s m a t e r i a l was l a t e r burned 
in smal l p i l e s , in open p l a c e s , at minimum f i r e 
danger seasons . 

I t was computed from t e s t p l o t r e s u l t s that t h i s 
treatment removed, by hand, 22 short tons of f u e l per 
a c r e , at a labour p lus chain saw c o s t of U S $ 1 1 4 to 
$ 1 4 6 . (This does not inc lude such items as superv i sory 
c o s t , transport of crews, e t c . ) . 

The a r t i c l e from which t h i s informat ion was 
taken c l o s e d with the fo l lowing paragraph: 

"While the c o s t of treatment appears h igh , 
i t should be borne in mind that the manipulat ion 
removed 80 y e a r s ' accumulation of debris and 
lowered the f i r e hazard c o n d i t i o n s f o r many years 
to come. A l s o , there has been an improvement in 
a e s t h e t i c v a l u e s . NO MONETARY VALUE CAN BE 
PLACED ON GIANT SEQUOIAS BECAUSE THEY ARE A 
PRICELESS HERITAGE, TO BE PRESERVED AT ALMOST ANY 
COST." 

One wonders when, of i f , a u t h o r i t i e s in A u s t r a l i a 
w i l l regard any part of our h e r i t a g e as worth p r e s e r v i n g 
"at almost any c o s t " . 



EYES OR NO EYES N O . 2 9 

The common name of t h i s 
p lant i s "Hairy Buttons" 
because of the f r i n g e s on the 
s c a l e - l i k e t i p s of the bracts 
of the f lower-heads . The 
b o t a n i c a l name i s Leptorhynchos 
squamatus and the second part 
means "furnished with s c a l e s " . 

There i s two forms of 
t h i s spec ies occurr ing in the 
A . C . T . The f i r s t one i s common 
in grassy p laces such as 
c l eared pasture or woodland 
and i t can o f t e n be seen on 
roadsides not f a r from 
Canberra. I t has spreading 
ha i r s on the stems and leaves 
and the s c a l e - t i p s of the 
bracts are dark brown.(see 
f i g u r e ) The second form 
grows in shaded damp places 
in f o r e s t e d g u l l i e s or near 
swamps high on mountain 
s l o p e s . I t s l eaves are dark 
green ( turning almost black 
when dry) on the upper s ide 
but the lower s i d e i s 

covered with a web of dense 
white ha irs and the s c a l e - t i p s 
of the bracts are l i g h t brown. 

This s p e c i e s is wide­
spread from south east Queensland 

to Tasmania. Though the two forms 
are d i s t i n c t in the A . C . T . they 
tend to merge when specimens from 
other p laces are examined. For 
t h i s reason they cannot be 
regarded as two s p e c i e s . 

N . T . B . 



MEMBERSHIP 

The A s s o c i a t i o n wishes to welcome the fo l lowing new 
members: Mr C.R.Brown; Miss D.Craig; Mr & Mrs L . B . 
Hamiltons Miss M.McDonnell; Mr & Mrs J . M a r t i n ; Mr & 
Mrs D.Wi l son; Miss P.Granby; Mr J . Haskew; Mr & Mrs 
A.K.Henderson; Mrs E.Kinenz; Mr & Mrs M. Lacey; 
Mr & Mrs Vimms. 
Renewal S u b s c r i p t i o n s : 
Mr L.Adams; Mr & Mrs Bambrick; Dr & Mrs K . B a i l e y ; 
Prof. & Mrs A.D.Brown; Mr & Mrs A.R.Brown; Dr N .T . 
Burbidge; Mr & Mrs R.J.Cameron; Mr J .A.Carnahan; 
Mr & Mrs G.Chippendale; Dr & Mrs P.Cooper; Miss I . 
Copley; Dr J . C o s t e l l - B r o w n ; Dr & Mrs A . C o s t i n ; 
Mr & Mrs K.Crawford; Dr & Mrs C leaser ; Mr & Mrs 
Crut twe l l ; Mr & Mrs G.Davidson; Dr M.Day; Mr J .D ick ; 
Miss C M . G i l l i e s ; Mrs K.Gi lmour; Mr K.Green; Mrs M. 
Greenhalgh; Mr M . H a l l ; Mr & Mrs L . G . H a r r i s o n ; Cmndr. 
& Mrs J . Hay; Mr & Mrs D.Hodgkin; Mrs H o l t ; Mr & Mrs 
J .Howlet t ; Mr & Mrs V.King; Prof.E.Koch-Emmery; 
Mrs M.J.Long; Mr & Mrs J .Lane; Miss A.MacDonald; 
Mr & Mrs A.L.G.McDonald; Miss J .MacFarlane; Mr & Mrs 
D.McLean; Mr J.McLeod; Mr & Mrs R.Matthews; Mr & Mrs A. 
Menzies; Miss M.Morris; Dr J . G . M o s l e y ; Dr A .Nicho l son; 
Mr & Mrs K.Paijmans; Dr & Mrs M.Paterson; Mr & Mrs J . F . 
Pinson; Miss N . P r i c e ; Lady Raggatt ; Mr & Mrs A .Rober t s ; 
Mrs N .T .Sex ton; Mr J .L .Schunke , Miss M.Sexton; 
Mr & Mrs D.V.Smith; Miss T . S m i t s ; Mr & Mrs P .Stevens ; 
Mr E.Swann; Mr J . R . T a i t ; Mr & Mrs H.Temple-Watts ; 
Mrs V .Tred inn ick; Mr & Mrs D.Walker; Mr R.Want; 
Mr & Mrs J.Webb; Mr & Mrs J . W e b s t e r ; S i r Freder ick & 
Lady White; Mr & Mrs A.Wood; Mr M.Wrigby. 

A REMINDER: 
The f o l l o w i n g n o t i c e seen in a n a t i o n a l park i s 

f o r a l l to remember when on a s s o c i a t i o n out ings or on 
your own exped i t ions in to the bush; 

"This i s your h e r i t a g e -
Take nothing but photographs 
Leave nothing but f o o t p r i n t s . 



OUTINGS 

DECEMBER; 

DATE: 

PLACE-

FEATURE : 

Saturday, 2 1 s t December 1 9 6 8 

Tharwa. 

A FAMILY' SOCIAL. 

The outing- wi l l commence at 5 o ' c l o c k with a 
swim in the Murrumbidgee River , then cooking 
your meal - Bring your own meat e t c . but 
f a c i l i t i e s f or a barbecue wi11 be provided 
and wine or so f t drink w i l l be served with 
the meal , Games wi11 commence at 7 . 3 0 in the 
ha 11 ioi the chi1dren and l a t e r there wi l l be dancing
 tor the adu11y .adultsk s i n g e r w i l l 
e n t e r t a i n us during the evening . The 
evening will conclude with .supper. A L i q u o r 
1 i cen c e has, been obtained so that members 
can bring (he i r necessary l i q u i d refreshments 
to the s o c i a l , 

cost for each adult is $ 1 but ch i ldren are 
f r e e . It helps the Soc ia l committee if they 
know the numbers a t t end ing . Tickets a r e 
a v a i l a b l e from Fiona Bland, 11 D y s o n S t r e e t , 
Lyneham ( ' phone 4 - 3 5 3 8 ) and wi11 a l so be 
a v a i l a b l e at the soc ia l . 

JANUARY: 

DATE: 

PLACE; 

Long weekend 2 5 t h , 2 6 t h , ,?7th January 1 9 6 9 

Kosciusko S t a t e Park. 

FEATURE; Staying in one of the sk i lodges in the 
park and walking in the area. Bookings 
must be made with the l eader Mr Jim Webb 
( 4 - 3 6 6 l ) between 2nd January and 20th January 
1 9 6 9 . 


