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MONTHLY MEETING: 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

A new year has begun for our a s s o c i a t i o n with the 
e l e c t i o n of new o f f i c e bearers at the annual meeting held 
in J u l y . For those members who were unable to attend the 
meeting, the new committee i s as f o l l o w s : -

Pres ident : Mr A . J . B r a n d ; Vice Pres ident : Mr J . Webb. 

Secre tary : Miss I . Dahl; A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  Miss M. 
Ashton. 

Treasurer: Mr J . Schunke; P u b l i c i t y O f f i c e r : Mr Laurie 
Adams 

Committee Members: Dr N. Burbidge; Miss V .Macfar lane ; 
Mrs F. Brand; Mr K. Green; Mrs B. Hammond; Mr T . L o n g s t a f f . 
Thanks are g iven to the outgoing Secre tary and A s s i s t a n t 
Secret ary , Miss M. Sexton  and Mrs P. Hammond for t h e i r hard 
work in the a s soc ia t ion , over the past three y e a r s . 

Subscr ipt i o n s are now due for the per iod 1068-69  and 
i t i s drawn to your a t t e n t i o n that the annual meeting 
acc ep t ed a r i s e in rat es , due to r i s i n g c o s t s , p a r t i c u 1 a r l y 
in the p u b l i c a t i o n o f the b u l l e t i n . Subscr ip t ions are 
now $5 for fami ly memborship , $3 for s i n g l e membership and 
$ 1 . 2 0 f o r j u n i o r membership. 

From Fellow S o c i e t i e s 
This a s s o c i a t i o n exchanges i t s b u l l e t i n with many 

other groups in Queens land, New South Wales , and V i c t o r i a . 
The f o 1 l o w i n g i s an ex trac t from the 1 1 l a w a r r a Natural 
History S o c i e t y C i r c u l a r , May 1 9 6 8 . 
Mr D. Leithhead  in a l e c t u r e e n t i t l e d "Some Thoughts on 
Conservation" mentioned how the spread of the white man 



had pushed back c e r t a i n forms of w i l d l i f e e . g . P la in 
Turkey and Kangaroo, but that the spread of g r a i n , f r u i t 
and r i c e growing had increased in some areas the 
popula t ion of c o c k a t o o s , honeyeaters and duck and a 
balanced view was c a l l e d f o r when viewing the problems 
i n v o l v e d . 

The speaker read e x t r a c t s from e a r l y w r i t i n g s to 
i l l u s t r a t e the wealth of wild l i f e when the a b o r i g i n e s 
r i g i d l y c o n t r o l l e d i t s use and deplored the tragedy of 
how, with the exterminat ion of the t r i b e s , t h e i r profound 
and wise mystery of conservat ion went with them. I t was 
suggested t h a t , even at t h i s l a t e s tage t some part of the 
a b o r i g i n a l s system of the r o t a t i o n a l sanc tuar i e s  f o r 
var ious game could be incorporated in plans f o r conserv ing 
the w i l d l i f e  s t i l l l e f t u s . 

From the Burrendong Arboretum Brigge ( a b o r i g i n a l word 
f o r messenger) i t i s reported that the drought has caused 
a l o t of c a s u a l t i e s amongst the p l a n t i n g s and a t t a c k s by 
mice , hares and r a b b i t s have caused f u r t h e r l o s s e s . 
However, through water ing with buckets from a t r a c t o r or 
t r a i l e r mounted watertank and by p l a c i n g covers over 
young p l a n t s , l o s s e s are not as bad as they could have 
been. At l e a s t 2 9 3 spec i e s of some 6 7 genera of 
A u s t r a l i a n f l o r a have been p lanted so f a r . 

From the New South Wales Nat ional Parks Journa l , 
Ju ly , 1 9 6 8 "The appointment o f the permanent D i r e c t o r of 
the Nat iona l Parks and W i l d l i f e Serv ice has been made. 
I t i s to be Dr Donald F. McMichael, B . S c , P h . D . , at 
present the D i r e c t o r of the A u s t r a l i a n Conservat ion 
foundat ion . 

Mr D.A. Holmes, formal ly a sen ior o f f i c e r of the 
N.S.W. Forestry  commission, has been appointed A s s i s t a n t 
D i r e c t o r (Admin i s t ra t ion ) i s Mr Howard J . S t a n l e y . 
The p o s i t i o n of A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r ( W i l d l i f e ) has as yet 
not been f i l l e d . 



From a recent "SYMPOSIUM ON LAND USE IN THE 
A . C . T . " comes the Summary of paper on W i l d l i f e 
aspects g iven by Ian Rowley. 

A l t hough the A . C . T . covers l i t t l e more than 9 0 0 sq . 
m i l e s , the a l t i t u d e ranges over 5 , * 0 0 0 f t . and the r a i n f a l l
f a l l over 2 0 i n . ; cons iderable d i v e r s i t y of h a b i t a t s 
e x i s t s , t h e r e f o r e , and i t i s not s u r p r i s i n g that the 
fauna and f l o r a are v a r i e d . These are catalogued 
broadly in Table I , and are in general r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of a much larger area tban the A . C . T . There are few 
endemic s p e c i e s , but the region i s i n t e r e s t i n g in that 
i t marks the eastward l i m i t of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s e v e r a l 
in1and spec ies and that the a lp ine area supports some 
i n t e r e s t i n g "Antarct ic" forms. 

The value of the w i l d l i f e  of the A . C . T . , t h e r e f o r e , 
l i e s not in any unique b i o l o g i c a l forms, but in the 
v a r i e t y a v a i l a b l e so c l o s e to a c i t y and the unusual 
number of r e s i d e n t s to whom th is resource i s import ant 
e i t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l l y or as a source of enjoyment. 
There are three schoo l s in the U n i v e r s i t y that depend 
to a large extent on w i l d l i f e to provide both the 
environment for student excursions and the s u b j e c t s 
f o r research . Five d i v i s i o n s of CSIRO located in 
Canberra are b i o l o g i c a l l y or i enta ted and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
the e c o l o g i s t s and taxonomists amongst them make ex ten-
s i v e use of the l o c a l "bush". At l e a s t f i v e "learned 
s o c i e t i e s " , three groups of "hardy r e c r e a t i o n a l i s t s " 
and three more of sportsmen a l l make cons iderab le use 
of w i l d l i f e in the broad sense , as do g r a z i e r s and f o r e s t e r s
. Besides these , and c o n s t i t u t i n g probably 
the l a r g e s t group of the l o t , are the p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s , 
u n a f i l i a t e d to any p a r t i c u l a r body, who enjoy a "day in 
the country". On the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s i d e , the Department 
of the I n t e r i o r , N . C . D . C . and the Po l i ce are a l l involved . 

These i n t e r e s t s may be grouped under three headings: 
G i v e r s , Neutra l s and Takers. Givers c o n t r i b u t e some thing 
_to the w i l d l i f e resource e i t h e r p h y s i c a l l y , educa t iona l ly 



or by t h e i r research f inding's . Neutra ls form the vast 
major i ty of u s e r s ; they n e i t h e r harm nor b e n e f i t the 
environment, but they do requ ire c e r t a i n f a c i l i t i e s , he lp 
and even i n s t r u c t i o n  to achieve maximum s a t i s f a c t i o n  
Takers are those who damage, a l t e r or remove part of the 
w i l d l i f e re source ; t h i s group inc ludes f o r e s t r y  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e , f i shermen, hunters , vandals and l i t t e r b u g s , 
and those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the development of Canberra. 

An a p p r e c i a t i o n of w i l d l i f e  i s no longer the p r e r o g a t i v e 
of a wealthy minor i ty nor i s i t ye t a v a i l a b l e t o as many as 
i t should be f o r a number of reasons . We in the A . C . T . are 
in a unique s i t u a t i o n ; not only have we a v a r i e d and 
in teres t ing w i l d l i f e r ight on our door-s tep but the community 
i s an i n t e l l i g e n t  one, with an unusual ly l a r g e arrayof b i o l o g i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
to provide the "know-how" of both 
management and informed usage of t h i s important resource . 

With the amount of l e i s u r e time a v a i l a b l e to the 
ind iv idua l r a p i d l y increas ing as automation proceeds , and 
with the mounting load of s t r e s s  in both our everyday work 
and our urban l i f e , the importance of "recrea t iona l guidance" 
i s becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y obv ious . The A . C . T . i s in an i d e a l 
p o s i t i o n to make f u l l use of w i l d l i f e resources as a form 
of r e c r e a t i o n ; i t i s a l s o very much in the p u b l i c eye so 
that i t behoves us to set a good example both in our 
planning and our usage . 

TABLE I 
W i l d l i f e to be found in the A u s t r a l i a n C a p i t a l 

T e r r i t o r y 
t s 

mospermsGymnosperms2 f a m i l i e s 2 s p e c i e s 
Angiosperms 

Monocotyledons 1 7 ( 1 ) f a m i l i e s 3 3 5 ( 7 5 ) s p e c i e s 
Dicoty ledons 7 1 ( 7 ) f a m i l i e s 6 7 M 2 0 0 ) s p e c i e s 

Animals 
Arthropods ca 5 - 6 , 0 0 0 s p e c i e s 
T u r t l e s 1 f a m i l y 2 s p e c i e s 
Snakes 1 fami ly 9 s p e c i e s 
L izards 6 f a m i l i e s 3 0 spec i e s 
Frogs 2 f a m i l i e s 1 5 s p e c i e s 



EYES OR NO EYES NO. 2 7 

• V • 

hi.' 

During the winter when 
there are few f1owers to be seen 
you may f ind the curious l i t t l e 
plant shown in the sketch. I t 
i s u s u a l l y about 3 . 5 inches 
high and grows in dry f o r e s t 
p laces such as the s lopes of 
Black M t . , Mt. A i n s l i e  and the Molonglo
 Gorge. I t s botanic 
name is Pomax umbel lata and it 

only found in A u s t r a l i a . 1 s 

and 
The leaves are oppos i t e 

each stem ends in a c l u s t e r 
of smal l cups Like 
up turned b e l l s which look 
like dry f lowers . These 
are small heads each 
with two f lowers around 
which bracts have fused 
i n t o the cup 
cup i s not a 
shown by the 
t ee th or 
m a r g i n . 

That the 
ca lyx i s 
number of 

lobes on i t s 
I f the c up was 

a ca lyx there would be 
4 or 5 l obes . 

In the young s tage in 
spring or summer, each cup has
 two erect f lowers with 

large anthers . The top of each 
f lower f a l l s away l e a v i n g the 
fused bases ins ide the cup and 
covered by a h o r i z o n t a l p l a t e or 

l i d . In o ld p lants (winter time) 
the l i d and the seeds i t pro tec ted 

have been l o s t l eaving the empty 
cups. N . T . B . 



Date: Tuesday, 1 7 t h September, 1 9 6 8 

P lace : I n s t i t u t e of Anatomy at 8 p.m. 

Feature: A Film Evening. Watch the paper add, 
f o r the f i lm t i t l e s . 

MEMBERSHIP 

The A s s o c i a t i o n welcomes the fo l lowing new members: 
Mr & Mrs K.R. Blackburn; Mr & Mrs K. Dust ing; Mr & Mrs 
G. L a v i s ; Mr & Mrs S. Whi t ford; Prof. & Mrs K.C.Masterman 
Mr & Mrs W. Mart in; Mr & Mrs E . J . Walker; Mr & Mrs R.O. 
Newbury; Mr & Mrs C.R. Samondsett; Mr & Mrs A . P . James; 
Mr & Mrs R. Home; Mr & Mrs L. W h i t f e l d ; Mr & Mrs R.Boden; 
Mr D.R. Smyth; Mr J . Asliman; Mrs C. Davis ; Miss M. Dodds; 
Miss S. Dicker; Mrs F. Hanlin; Mr K. Johnson; Lady rr a n d a l l ; Mr M . C . H a l l ; Mr J . S . H o l t z a p f f e l ; Miss N . T a y l o r , 

enewal S u b s c r i p t i o n s : - L .O. Brown, Hammond; S t o r y ; 
Longs ta f f ; Brand; Miss Clancy; Miss Davidson; Miss 
M o r i a r t y ; Lady Frankel ; Mrs Green; Miss Dunn; Miss Dahl; 
Miss Ashton; Miss I . Fleming; Miss Henry; Miss 
S toemler . 

MEETINGS 

August: 

Date: Tuesday, 2 0 t h August , 1 9 6 8 . 

Place : I n s t i t u t e of Anatomy at 8 p.m. 

Feature: An i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k by Mr Ian Glover who 
inspec ted a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s in Portuguese 
Timor, during 1 9 6 7 • 



AUGUST 

DATE 

PLACE 

SUNDAY, 2 5TH AUGUST, 1 9 6 8 . 

MURRUMBIDGEE GORGE - LEADER: R. STORY. 

MEETING 
PLACE: 

FEATURES: 

ZEBRA MOTEL ON COOMA ROAD AT 9 -30 A.M. 

A drive to Michelago where we turn o f f and 
drive on a road, s teep in p a r t s , through f 
p r i v a t e proper ty . There i s a walk of 2 
miles to the gorge where we w i l l have lunch 
A f t e r exp lor ing the gorge and i t s sandy 
beaches we wi11 walk the 2 mi les back to 
the cars . 

SEPTEMBER 

DATE: 

PLACE: 

FEATURES : 

SUNDAY, 29TH SEPTEMBER, 1968. 

A property that has been dec lared a 
Faunal Sanctuary, in the Wee Jasper area. 

For d e t a i l s of th i s out ing , r ing the leader 
Mr K. Green, 4 8 - 9 2 2 3 -

0CT0BER: 
Members i n t e r e s t e d in a camping t r i p in the 
Budawang M t s . area, over the October 1ong 
weekend (5 th , 6 t h & 7 t h ) contact A. Brand 
( 4 - 3 5 3 8 ) or J . Webb ( 4 - 3 6 6 l ) . 

National Parks A s s o c i a t i o n of the A . C . T . I n c . B u l l e t i n , 
August-September 1968 


