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"A National P a r k  f o r  the National Capital" 

P r e s i d e n t  : Ian  Gran t ,  12 Selwyn St. , Hacket t ,  
(phone 491 427) 

S e c r e t a r y  : M a r i e  Sexton, P. 0. Box 457, C a n b e r r a  City 
T r e a s u r e r  : l a n  Ba i rd ,  9 C a n t e r b u r y  C r e s c e n t ,  Deakin 

(phone 71641) 

Monthly Meeting,  4th Tuesday  of the month ,  Ins t i tu te  of 
Anatomy L e c t u r e  Koom 

We welcome the following new m e m b e r s  to the 
Associa t ion:  - M r s  V. M c F a r l a n e ,  C /  - C a n b e r r a  
Communi ty  Hospital ;  M r  G e r a l d  Hi l l ,  P. 0. Box 1 53, 
Queanbeyan; M r  & M r s  G. J .  Ha l l ,  1 Mi l l e r  St. O'Connor 
M r  5'. Swann, 6 Le ichhard t  St. , Kingston. 
M r  & M r s  Kennedy,  65  Rivett  S t . ,  Hackett .  

Renewals  of Subscr ip t ions  - M r  Ia. Mackay; 
Dr & M r s  B o r n e m i s s z a ;  M r s  N. 'T. Sexton. 

In the f i r s t  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  of the Aus t ra l i an  
Conse rva t ion  Foundation,  Dr F. N. Ratc l i f fe ,  the  Di rec to r  
of the Foundation,  l i s t ed  the p r o g r e s s  tha t  h a s  been  m a d e  
t o  the midd le  of Apr i l  t h i s  y e a r ,  Th i s  i s  s u r n m a r i s e d  
b r i e f ly  h e r e .  

The r e s u l t  of a n  appeal  f o r  f i  n a m e  t o  e s t ab l i sh  
and equip the Foundat ion ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and the  in i t ia l  
e x p e n s e s  involved in  t h i s ,  was disappoint ing.  T h e  r e s u l t  
of the appea l  was  tha t  $16, 500 was donated ,  with only 
$14 ,500  being immedia te ly  avai lable  i n  the c u r r e n t  y e a r ,  
far s h o r t  of the  e s t i m a t e d  t a r g e t  of $90,000. P e r h a p s  one 
m a j o r  r e a s o n  f o r  l a c k  of donations was the Commonweal th  
Government ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  al low t h e s e  a s  Income T a x  
deductions.  
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3. 
The Foundation's most  pressing need i s  judged to be 

personnel for  there i s  a grea t  deal of unobtrusive work 
of the foundation laying kind to be ca r r i ed  out, before the 
Conservation Foundation can stand on i t s  feet  in public, 
and pronounce o r  produce. 

As there  was such a poor financial response, the 
Executive Committee was unable to appoint a full t ime officer, 
but a suitable par t  t ime candidate for  the position i s  being 
sought. Three  sub-committees have been se t  up to  deal 
with (1) Finance and Membership, (2) Headquarters 
Administration, (3) Cape Bar ren  Goose. Others to  follow 
will be (4) Publications and Publicity, (5) Education and 
Training, (6) Relations with other bodies, (7) Targets  (Objectives), 
(8) Public Issues. 

Office accommodation was a problem, .-?ti1 a temporary  
building fo r  this purpose, was offered by the C.S.I.R.O. 
Division of Entomology, A. C. T. 

The Foundation has supported a number of projects.  
One of these i s  t o  sponsor the publication of a book on 
Austral ia 's  sys tem of National P a r k s  and Reserves  i n  the 
next few years.  Together with this the collection of basic  
data on national parks and r e se rves  (which must  cover plans 
and needs i n  addition to  achievements) will be an essential  
and important par t  of the functioning of the Foundation a s  a 
r e fe rence  centre  f o r  conservation information. The Nuffield 
Foundation was approached for a grant to enable 
Dr J. G. Mosley to accept a par t  t ime A. N. U. lecturership 
and continue his studies on our  national parks and reserves.  
It is hoped he will help establish a reference and records  
sys tem i n  the Foundation's Headquarters , and to  complete, 
as a personal study, a section of the Australia-wide survey 
which the Foundation plans to c a r r y  out. 

It was a l so  hoped to  obtain a special  grant that would enable 
Mr Graham Pizzey and Mr Robin Hill to complete the Field 
Guide f o r  Bird Identification within a couple of yea r s  with the 
desired high standard of accuracy in  the text and illustrations. 
This was unsuccessful, but the committee i s  to consider ways and 
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m e a n s  of a s s i s t i n g ,  o r  a t  any r a t e  encourag ins  the 
production of th is  much  needed book. 

The Council decided that  b e f o r e  a genera l  m e m b e r s h i p  
d r i v e  was c a r r i e d  out ,  i t  would be  wlse to  s e e k  a n  in i t ia l  
m e m b e r s h i p  i n  c i r c l e s  a l r e a d y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  conservat ion.  
The co-opera t ion  of exist ing soc ie t i e s ,  a s soc ia t ions  and 
un ivers i ty  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  i s  being sought i n  drawing to  the 
a t tent ion of t h e l r  m e m b e r s  the  worthwhile need l o  suppor t  
the Foundation. A l i s t  i s  being m a d e  of these  potential  
m e m b e r s  l ike ly  t o  be in te res ted  in  the Foundation. Any help 
that c a n  be given i n  sugges t ins  n a m e s  of people to  be approached 
d i r e c t l y ,  would be apprecia ted .  Names and posta l  a d d r e s s e s  
of the S e c r e t a r i e s  o r  Hon. S e c r e t a r i e s  of i n t e r e s t e d  soc ie t i e s  
would be needed with s o m e  indicat ion of the spec ia l  i n t e r e s t s  
and official posi t ions of individuals  to  be l i s t ed  a s  l ike ly  
s u p p o r t e r s  and m e m b e r s .  

It was decided the Foundation should become a 
Corpora te  Member  of the In ternat ional  Union o i  C o n s e r -  
vation of Nature  and Natura l  R e s o u r c e s ,  which h a s  i t s  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Morges ,  i n  Switzerland.  

The I. U. C. N. h a s  one of i t s  per iodic  Technica.1 
M e e t i q s  i n  June,  a t  Lucerne ,  and i t  i s  hoped 2 m e m b e r s  of 
Commi t tee ,  who will be in  Europe then,  will attend. 

L a s t  November ,  the  I. U. C. N. ( toge the r  with F. A. O., 
UNESCO and National R e s e a r c h  Council of Thailand) 
sponsored  a Conference a t  Bangkok on the Conservat ion of 
Nature  and Natura l  R e s o u r c e s  in t rop ica l  S. E. Asia. With a 
help of a  s m a l l  g ran t  f r o m C . S . I . R . O .  , we were  able  to 
a r r a n g e  f o r  a  council  m e m b e r ,  who was p r i o r  l o  t h i s ,  
a t tendins  a Bird Banding Coilference i n  Kuala L u m p u r ,  t o  
participate as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the  Foundation. T h e r e  w e r e  
f ive  Technical  Sess ions  covering (1) In ternat ional  Biological 
P r o g r a m m e ,  (2 )  Ecology,  (3 )  Education and Training 
(4)  Threa tened  Species ,  (5) National P a r k s  and R e s e r v e s .  

Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  was a s u r v e y  conducted by 
Dr Lo J. Webb, a m e m b e r  of the  Foundat ion 's  Council and 
a C. S.I. K. 0. botanist ,  with s e v e r a l  zoologists  f r o m  
Univers i ty  of Queensland,  on t rop ica l  ra infores t .  I t s  object  



5. 
was to  suggest a r e a s  that should be s e t  aside a s  r e se rves  
i n  a region where a unique vegetation and i t s  associated 
wildlife has  a l ready suffered wholesale reduction (most ly  
by clear ing fo r  sugar  farming),  and i s  now under threat  of 
virtually complete elimination, due t o  technical advances 
that have simplified the problems of clearing, draining, and 
the use of fer t i l isers .  As a resu l t .  of the survey,  the 
selection of twenty specifically defined a r e a s  have been 
recommended for gazetting a s  r e se rves  (o r  National Parks) .  

The rainforest  and i t s  associated plant communities i n  that 
par t  of the world can be classified into a variety of types 
within a f ramework s e t  by differences i n  soi l  fert i l i ty,  
depending on parent rocks,  and soil  mois ture  relations. His 
twenty recommended r e s e r v e s  would safeguard fo r  the future,  
samples  of practically all the distinctive major  vegetation 
types occurring in  the tropical lowland belt, and their  
gazettal would be a very  important s tep in  the conservation 
of the highly specialised tropical ra inforest  fauna. 

Although the initiative fo r  this survey did not come 
f rom the Foundation, it provides a n  example of the approach 
the Foundation would unquestionably adopt in implementing 
i t s  policy of working for  a m o r e  adequate national sys tem of 
reserves .  This i s  a much sounder approach than the m o r e  
usual ones of local p re s su re  for  the reservat ion of an a r e a  
without any ser ious  attempt to  compare it with other possible 
examples of that par t icular  type of country. It i s  hoped 
that Dr Webb's repor t  and recommendations will be published 
in  the nea r  future. 

It is hoped members  have found in te res t  i n  reading this 
summary ,  and it has  clarified their  thoughts on the a ims  
and objects of the Conservation Foundation, and has  answered 
questions that have come up f rom t ime to  t ime a t  meetings 
about the Foundation. 
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6. EYES OR NO EYES No. 18 

Among the plants which flower in  the bush 
nea r  Canberra  during the  winter months 
a r e  a n u n b e r  of heaths.  One of these  i s  
Styphelia t r i f l o r a  which i s  shown in  the 
figure.  The plants a r e  shrubs  up to about 
fou r  feet  high and the flowers a r e  a pale 
yellow. The petals a r e  much longer than 
the sepals  and coil back to show the ha i r s  
inside. The s tamens  and pist i l  protrude 
above the tube of the flower. Though the  
plants began flowering during May they 
can st i l l  be seen  on the s lopes  near  
Queanbeyan and along the  F s d e r a l  Highway. 
Some of you m a y  r e m e m b e r  seeing them 
i n  the Molonglo Gorge where they a r e  
quite common. 

Another spec ies  which i s  flowering 
now i s  a p ros t ra te  plant with r a the r  
prickly leaves  and bright r ed  f lowers  
with a s lender  tube. La t e r  in  the year  
the .-e wilI be sma l l  yellow b e r r i e s  which 
chi ldren pick and eat. They ca l l  them 
"Cranber r ies"  though they a r e  not the 
s a m e  a s  the Cranbe r r i e s  of America .  
This plant i s  called Astrolomahumifusum . 

Yet a th i rd  winter heath has  e r e c t  tufted 
s t ems  which a r e  r a r e l y  m o r e  than one foot 
high. There  a r e  numerous shor t  plump 
whitish f lowers  along the stem. One reason  
why the flower looks s o  fa t  and sho r t  i s  that 

the  pointed petals a r e  not much longer  than the 
stiff sepa ls  and a r e  not coiled back. The leaves  
have sha rp  points and a s  in  many of our  heaths 
the veins s e e m  to  fan out f r o m  the base.  

N. T. B. 
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Notice of Motion to Amend Constitution 7. 

At the Annual General  Meeting on the  26th Ju ly  a motion 
will be put t o  amend the  wording of the Constitution slightly 
t o  conform with our  obligations under the Incorporation 
Ordinance - 

1. Alteration of Honorary Auditor t o  Auditor 
2. A l l  r e fe rences  to 2 .  s. d. to be replaced by 

decimal  currency.  

1966 School Science Awards 

This yea r  we have sponsored a section of the School Science 
Awards. En t r i e s  have been requested a s  e s s a y s  on any aspec t  of 
plants o r  an imals  that  exis t  o r  have existed in  the A. C. T. A 
Selection of the en t r i e s  will be displayed in  the Monaro Shopping 
Mall f r o m  June 20 to  24th. 

MEETINGS 
JUNE - 
Date : Tuesday 28th June,  1966, a t  8 p.m.  
P lace  : Institute of Anatomy 
F e a t u r e  : Dr J. Carnahan of Botany Dept. A. N. U. will 

give a n  i l lus t ra ted address ,  on - . , . .. 
"Some New zealand National Parks".  

JULY 
Date : Tuesday 26th July, 1966 a t  8 p.m. 
P lace  : Insti tute of Anatomy 

Annual General  Meeting : Election of Officers fo r  ensuing year .  
Members  a r e  requested t o  bring along colour s l ides  of any past  
outings for  screening a t  completion of business.  P l ea se  s e e  
Dr Story a t  the meeting if you intend to  bring along sl ides.  

-~ 
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8. 

JUNE - 
Date 
P l a c e  
L e a d e r  
T i m e  
Meeting 
P l a c e  

Deta i l s  

OUTINGS 

Sunday 26th June ,  1966 
Blue Range - C o r e e  
Dr  No Burbidge 
1 0  a . m .  
Junct ion  of Mt. McDonald R U r i a r r a
U r i a r r a  Road. 

and 

L y r e  B i r d s  should be h e a r d  i n  the Blue 
range  a r e a .  T r e e  f e r n  gul l ies  will be 
inspec ted ,  and r e t u r n  via Two Sticks 
Road.  In the event  of unsuitable wea the r  
making roads  unsafe ,  a n  a l t e rna t ive  t r i p  
h a s  been  s e l e c t e d ,  s a m e  mee t ing  place. 

J U L Y  - 
Date 
P l a c e  
L e a d e r  : 
T i m e  

Meeting : 
P l a c e  

Details 

Sunday 31s t  J u l y ,  1966 
Hurd le  Creek  
Mr. WilsonSchodde; .  

1 0  a . m .  

Junct ion  o i  P a d d y ' s  R i v e r  Road a n d  
Tidbinbil la  Road. 

Br ing your b inocu la r s ,  and l e a v e  your  
a n i m a l s  a t  home and you m a y  s e e  s o m e  
L y r e  Bi rds .  
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