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National P a r k s  Associa t ion  of the A. C. T. Inc. 

" A  National P a r k  f o r  the  National Capital" 

P r e s i d e n t  : Dr R. S to ry ,  104 B u t o n  St. Deakin 
(off ice phone 9221 7) 

T r e a s u r e r  : M r  I, Ba i rd ,  9  C a n t e r b u r y  C r e s c e n t ,  Dealcin 
(phone 71644) 

S e c r e t a r y  : M i s s  M. Hamilton,  P. 0. Box 457 C a n b e r r a  Ci ty  
(off ice phone 495111 - 2898) 

Monthly meet ing  - 4th Tuesday  of the  month  

O u r  1965 ac t iv i t i e s  have c o m m e n c e d  v e r y  success iu l ly  
with two well a t tended mee t ings  and ou t inss ,  The picnic mee t ing  
was m o s t  enjoyable ,  due  main ly  t o  the folk s i n g e r  Colin 
McJannet t  who en te r t a ined  u s .  

The committee wishes  t o  thank our  p r e s i d e n t  who 
p r e p a r e d  a t  s h o r t  notlce 311 in te res t ing  ta lk  about a1;imals and 
people i n  S-W Afr lca  i o r  the. March  m e e t m y .  Thrs ta lk  r ep laced  
the p r o g r a m m e  about German  National P a r k s  which we hope 
t o  have l a t e r  in the  yea r .  

The  v e r y  well o rgan i sed  ontins t o  Coolamon and Y a r r a n g o b i l l y
 Caves  was held only a  week be fo re  a  t e r r i b l e  
bushfire  f i r e  w e p t  the a r e a .  This  inagnif icent  coun t ry  a p p e a r e d  to 
have  been untouched by f i r e  fo r  a  long t i m e  s o  the d e w s t a t l o n  
now rnust  be v e r y  g rea t .  
Conse rva t ion  News 

It is a  p l e a s u r e  t o  note that  the T<. S. W. Fauna  P r o t e c t i o n  
P a n e l  h a s  appointed a n  Education Of l i ce r ,  Mr. A. Fox. 
Conse rva t ion  of o u r  native f lo ra  and Cauna will only be r e a i l y  
poss ib le  and effect ive i f  the  pubhc  is educated  t o  "think." 
conservat ior .  and l e a r n  to demand tha t  a r e a s  of t h e i r  coun t ry  be 
s e t  a s i d e  a s  12ative r e s e r v e s .  F o r  in fo rmat ion  r e g a r d i n g  
conse rva t ion  ln N. S. W. wr i t e  t o  the Educat ion  Off icer ,  
The  F a u n a  P a n e l ,  Ca l t ex  House ,  167 Kent S t r e e t ;  Sydney. 
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F r o m  the Victorian N. P. A. 3. 

No decision a s  yet has  been made about Mallacoota National 
Park. The proposed inspection mentioned in  our l a s t  bulletin 
has  been held and the V. N. P. A. now await news a s  to what 
recommendation has been made by the Minister of Lands to 
the Victorian Cabinet. 
Conservation Lectures  
In the l a s t  bulletin these lec tures ,  commencing in  June, were - 
advertised. It i s  with r eg re t  that Dr Bird has  had to  cancel 
the lectures .  However, i t  is hoped that they can be held a t  
some l a t e r  time. 
A.C.T.N.P.A. Badges 
These will be on sale  f rom the beginning of April. They will 
be displayed at the April meeting and outing. The cost of this 
fine badge which was designed by Mr E. Slater will cost you 
5 Buy one and wear i t  a s  an advertisement of the National 
P a r k  Movement. 
Membership 
The t r e a s u r e r  r epor t s  that he has  received 151 subscriptions 
for  1965-66 including 49 family subscriptions. This means 
that the association has a membership of over 200. It is 
ve ry  encouraging to see the membership growing a s  we hope 
i t  indicates a growing awareness  in  the community for  the 
need of conservation. We welcome as new members  
Dr & M r s  Bornemessza, Mr & Mrs W. P. Packard,  Dr Hoogland, 
Mr R. L. Want, Mr & Mrs  T. Greaves,  Mrs  P.M. Walker, 
Mr & Mrs  W. Fabricuis ,  Mr & M r s  Scollay, Mrs  D. Gregory, 
Mr & Mrs  W. T. Cramp,  Prof & M r s  D. A. Brown and 
Miss Sheila Green. 
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
ALLEN A. STROM, f r o m  " T h e  Living Earth" 

11 ir d i ~ / i w l r '  to  secure a clear 
picrrrre c,/ the s im  of wildlije popula- 
tions trltrrr early culonwls cnme l o  
this country; brct it is certnin that 
there wrrv natrny u i q i n  forests, wide- 
sweeping grrrsslancls, inhabited b y  cn 
n ~ u r l i  inrgw poprrlalion of nnimals 
thnrr exists totlav. T h e  scaltered 
aboripirrsl trilwr hit1 l i t ~ l e  or  no  eflect 
o n  t h r w  twritinp l..~lrrrlrrtioru. In 
jnrt. they av rp so directly dependen: 
rrl~on the ailrlli/e thtrt they xere  a 
sn~nl l  nrrrl rnthcr insipnifirant part o/ 
the brutr'. 8 oatr?~rrnity. T h e  entry o j  
white atcrn in/,, orcopation itas hnd 
n i ~ s t l ~  rliflrrent rflect upon the 
rorrrrtry'r /rrirnn nnd /lorn and store- 
horrw o f  r~ntrrrnl earironmenla. 

Rut  it has also been slowly realised 
that  populations of "valuable" wildlife 
can also be too great  fo r  their  own  
zood. Th i s  is because the  carrying 
capacities 01 available lands today are 
a diKcrent story f rom those exist 'iig 
in the  c c ~ ~ l u g y  of  t h e  primitive 
e ~ ~ v i r o n n i e n t s .  

It has taken well over a century  
for authority to realise the  existence 
ui  a need for wildlife management.  
1<vei1 today, \ r e  a re  still belaboured 
I)y the  I concept iha t  the  
Ian11 is su  biz tha t  there is little need 
for such 3 service, despite the  fact 
~ I I : I ~  .cirntific enqlriry tr l ls  u s  tha t  
. $ '  . .  : : i.l.1. cent. of the  marsupial  

1 8 )  ? I  1 1 :  re sh<,*.lr 2.11 a cc,~~:,, ter- ... . . . . 
!,., , , , ,<~ , -  y.v!..; :I,.. I?,>,,! 1,ack tq 

111 ' . I 5 , :  ' 9  :: I;,.:! . ' ; P  dr- r o y e d  
<n 1 1 ,  h I y -  h" in 21 a t  one  
I i n ~ < l r e , !  2nd se . .n :y  year>. 

- 
-- 
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Extremism is a false premise a t  any 
time .and.when.the talk turns to wild 
animals there uayally seems no  limit 
t o  man's capacity to expand his imag- 
ination. Firstly, if this nation of ours 
wants the kangaroo-to be something 
more than a s jmbol on the coat-of- 
arms, then the,animal must live with 
the man-on-the-land and compete . t o  
some extent w i t h  sheep and crops. 
In other words, the economy of the 
coun t~mui t - cT i i t r i bu te  to a fauna 
conservation programme in accord- 
ance with our evaluation of fauna as  
being a cultural necessity. The ques- 
tion really is . . . what can we afford to, 
expend on retaining the kangaroo ( o r  
any other fauna, for that matter) ? 

That  seems t o  be the three-hundred- 
dollar question, as  the various interests 
all have a different answer and some- 
how the fauna management aclthori- 
ties have got to supply a solution to 
satisfy reasoned judgement. Certainly 
this country of ours has sufficient 
in resources to ensure the survival 
of existing species. On the one hand, 
it seems unrealistic to have hundreds 
(or perhaps, thousands) of kangaroos. 
cating us out of house and home, yet  
on  the other hand, to reduce numbers. 
until the sight of a kangaroo is as 
rare as seeing a koala, would be ridi- 
culous. Someday, even from a pure 
tourist angle, we will measure the 
worth of a mob of kangaroos in "full 
flight" across the plain. If we had 
had the foresight to plan another 
Kruger National Park for thp Red 
(or Plains) Kangaroo, then the prob- 
lem would have resolved itself much 
more readily. But the truth of the 
ihatter is that we have nothing left 
W t h e  West for such an enterprise 
and hence we come back to the old 
roundahout . . . sometimes we must 
protect the kangaroo and sometimes 
tli: landholder. I t  looks l i k e  going 

on forever, unless the 'roo gives up  
in despair or the State is bequeathed. 
several holdinas, well-watered and. - .  
well ra dl cost. distprbing feaiure of the 
whole story has b e m ,  the way in 
which ALL the macropods havecome'  
up for criticism and slaughter . . . 
pademelons, wallabies. wallaroo= kan- 
garoos, in fact, afiything thar hdpsl 
Conferences of grazing inwes t s  
want the prolection lifted off "kanga- 
roos and wallabies" regardless of 
species or  district . . . a mild form oY 
"anti-macropod hysteria". No matter. 
where fieldwork has taken the staff' 
of the Fauna Protection Panel, there 
issomeone waiting to label the near- 
est macropod with being in "plague 
proportions". In fact, misguided and 
hopeful folk, young and old, call a t  
or ring the office of the Fauna Protec- 
tion Panel intent upon "lending a 
hand to reduce the plague", and most 
imagine this can be done by firing a 
2 2  rifle just beyond the suburbs of 
Sydney. 

The "demon" in the case is of 
course. the Red or Plains Kangaroo 
(Macropus rufuss) and the biggest- con- 
centrations are in the "West Bogan 
country". But the amazing facts of 
the case are that there has been an 
open season for kangaroos in the 
Western Division for seven years. 
Who  is charged with the task of 
taking action? Certainly not the 
Fauna Protectibn Panel. The Panel 
is a conservation body whose function 
it is to  recommend the removal ofi 
protection when it is considered that 
such protection is no longer neces- 
sary. But the Panel is most anxious, 
to solve the riddle of  the ecological 
'problems concerning the kangaroo 
and this involves biological studies. 
The Panel took a forward place in 
seekin:: to have the C.S.I.R.O. under- 
take the work which,.it has now com- 
me&. 
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EYES OR NO EYES NO. 12 

Among the  f e w  f l o w e r s  s t i l l  t o  be s e e n  
t h i s  v e r y  d r y  s u m m e r  a r e  s o m e  
Aus t ra l i an  Bluebells .  T h e s e  belong to  
the genus Wahlenbergia. 

The one shown i n  the plant sketched 
h e r e  is given about half s ize .  It grows 
i n  woodland and d r y  f o r e s t  p laces  such  
a s  Mt Ainsl ie ,  Black Mt and Red Hill 
and f lowers  e a r l i e r  i n  the  season.  
Another one wlth f l o w e r s  about the 
s i z e  of those  i n  the drawing but with 
m a n y  s t e m s  grows i n  open p laces  and 
often p e r s i s t s  i n  C a n b e r r a  gardens .  
It i s  th is  kind that  c a n  s t i l l  be found 
i n  f lower.  

-. . . - - - 
11 you look a t  ;r r lower you wiLl probably 
fa i l  to lind any  an the rs .  T h e s e  open 
I n  the bud and shed t h e i r  pollen on to the 

hairy style.  They soon wi ther  away. 
Only i n  advanced o r  old f l o w e r s  wi l l  
you find the top of the s ty le  spl i t  in to  
two OT t h r e e  s t i g m a s  ready  to  rece ive  
pollen. The I lowers  have developed 
th i s  spec ia l  way of making s u r e  they 
a r e  not pollinated by t h e i r  own pollen. 

Have you e v e r  noticed t h i s ?  
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MEETINGS 

April 
Date : Tuesday, 27th April at 8 o'clock 
Place : Institute of Anatomy 
Fea tu res  : A talk by Prof.  P ryor  entitled "Biological Aspects 

of National P a r k  Management". Prof.  P ryor  has  
visited National P a r k s  whilst overseas  and has  
studied their  methods of management. 

May - A special  general  meeting - 
Date : Monday, 3rd  May a t  8 o'clock 
Place : C. S. I. R. 0. l ec ture  room in  the main  block. 
Fea tures  : Mr A. G. MacArthur will speak on "Meteorological 

and Ecological conditions of the Kosciusko Bushfire". 

May General Meeting 
Date : Tuesday 25th May at  8 o'clock 
Place : Institute of Anatomy 
Fea tures  : Fi lms  - 

1. "The Changing Fores t"  - an account of the ecology 
of a deciduous fores t  a r e a  ( in  colour). The fores t  
is shown a s  a n  intergrated community of living 
things both plant and animal. 

2. "Natural Enemies of Insect Pests"  
3. "Nests i n  the Bush" (an Australian film) 

, 4. "Prehis tor ic  Animals of the Tarpits". Describes 
the ta rp i t s  a t  Rancho La Brea  in the city of 
Los Angeles and shows the skeletons of some 
of the animals  k e n  f rom them. 

National P a r k s  Association of the A C. T. Bulletin April-May 



8. 

OUTINGS 

Apr i l  - 
Date : Sunday, 25th Apr i l  
P l a c e  : S h e a r s b y ' s  Wallpaper and viewing the geological 

f e a t u r e s  of the su r round ing  a r e a .  

L e a d e r  : P r o f e s s o r  Brown. ~ - 
-- 

Detai l s  : T r a v e l  towards  Y a s s  and t u r n  off along the Wee Jasper 
J a s p e r  Road. At the  f i r s t  s ight  of t h e  b a c k w a t e r s  
of Bur r in juck  Dam,  t u r n  i n t o  the  f i r s t  road  on 
the  r igh t  - cal led  Bloomfield Road. Meet  a t  
t h i s  junction a t  10. 30 a . m .  Bring a cut  lunch 
as t h e r e  will  he  s o m e  walking. 

May 

Date : Sunday 30th May 1965 
P l a c e  : G i b r a l t a r  F a l l s  F a l l s ,  Kangaroo  F l a t s ,  C o r i n  D a m .  
L e a d e r s  : Dr S t o r y  and M r  Green.  
Deta i l s  : The mee t ing  p lace  will  be a t  the junction of the 

T h a r w a  Road and Paddy ' s  R i v e r  Road a t  10  a.m. 
As t h e r e  will be s o m e  walking, a packed lunch 
i s  advisable.  

The June  outing will be a v is i t  to the  Wild Life Division of 
C. So I. R. 0. Belconnen dur ing t h e  morn ing  and a walk up 
Mt. M a j u r a  i n  t h e  afternoon.  

R e m e m b e r  : - The wi lde rness  we now have ,  is all tha t  we,  
o r  a n y  m e n ,  will e v e r  have  . . . . . . . . . 
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