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Monthly Meeting - 4th Tuesday of the month  

Af te r  a r e c e s s  of two months ,  the monthly  mee t ing  f o r  F e b r u a r y  
will be a "picnic meeting" ins tead of our. usua l  mee t ing  held 
i n  the Inst i tute of Anatomy. 
Hoping that  m e m b e r - s  with young ch i ld ren  will  be  ab le  t o  at tend our  
f i r s t  mee t ing  f o r  the y e a r ,  we will. ga ther  a t  the sandy  beach o i  
U r i a r r a   C r o s s i n g  f r o m  6 o 'c lock on f o r  a swim,  picnic t e a  and 
"get  together".  L a t e r  i n  the  evening the  St. John ' s  Folk  S ingers  
will e n t e r t a i n  u s  f o r  a s h o r t  t ime.  T h e r e  a r e  f i r e  p laces  a t  
U r i a r r a ,  but. a s  F e b r u a r y  is still i n  the  bush f i r e  s e a s o n  t h e r e  
m a y  b e  a to ta l  ban on f i r e s  s o  that  it would be w i s e r  t o  plan a 
cold m e a l .  If the picnic h a s  t o  be cancelled because  of wet weather 
a n o r m a l  mee t ing  will be held i n  the Inst i tute a t  8 o'clock. 
M e m b e r s h i p  
The  following new m e m b e r s  a r e  welcomed in to  our  assoc ia t ion ,  - 
and we know t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  will he lp  the  Conservat ion Cause  i n  th i s  
country. Dr E. C. F. Bird; M r  & M r s  R. J. M u r r a y ,  M r  & M r s  
N. T. Sexton; Dr  R. Milton Moore;  M r  J. A. Whelen; M r  W. Whelen; 
M r  & M r s  J. H. Johnston;  M r  8! M r s  S. V. Vine. 
Renewals  :- S i r  Harold  and Lady Raggett ;  M r s  E. M. Holt; 
M i s s  J. H e n r y ; M r s  M a r g a r e t  Lake; M r  & M r s  P a i j m a n s ;  
M r  & M r s  M. B. Lowe; Mr. K. J. Green;  Dr & M r s  R. Story: 
M r  W. Reyenga;  M i s s  I. Sherlock;  M i s s  A. C. Swain; 
Dr & M r s  I. Gyorgy; M r  & M r s  D. Hodgkin; M i s s  M. D. Barrow;  
Dr J. A. Carnahan;  M r s  A. P. Dalgarno; M r s  M. M o r r i s ;  
Dr & M r s  F.H. W. Morley;  M r  & M r s  NOH. Speck, M i s s  R. W. 
Davidson; M r  & M r s  R. Schodde; M r  & M r s  K. Crawford;  
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Mr & M r s  R. P. Greenish; Mrs  A. E. Prai t ;  
Dr & M r s  Paterson; Sir  Freder ick  & Lady White; 
Dr & M r s  K. Key; Mr N. Semple; Mr M. P. Hill; 
Commadore & M r s  Stanners; Dr & Mrs  E. M. Frankr! 
Mr & M r s  E. Pook. 
Badges - Your committee is a t  the moment negotiating to  
have a lapel badge made for  our  association. We should be 
able to  announce cost  and when sa le  will commence in the 
next bulletin. 
Conservation Lectures - Here is your chance to l ea rn  what 
"conservation" rea l ly  is. A course of ten lec tures  o rgmised  
by the Department of Adult Education, will be given by 
Dr. E. C.F. Bird commencing on Thursday 10th June a t  
8 p.m. a t  the Australian National University. The coarse 
consis ts  of a study of the conservation of natural resources.  
particularly of soi ls ,  water, fores ts ,  wildlife and scenery in 
Australia and overseas.  After an introduction to the problems 
of conservation i n  Australia the lec turer  will give special  
attention to the role of national parks and wildlife r e se rves  i n  
the conservation programme. 
A weekend field class.  which will be held i n  the Koscuisko 
State Pa rk  will i l lustrate  this role. The course may be 
repeated, o r  continued in  third t e r m ,  according to demand. 
Although the course does not commence until. June, enrolment 
must  be made between 6th - 27th February ,  a s  c lasses  m a y  be 
cancelled if there  a r e  not sufficient enrolments by that date. 
Enrolment ca rds  a r e  obtained f rom the Department of Adult 
Education, P. 0. Box 4 Canberra  o r  Y. W. C.A. Office. 
Alinga St., Civic o r  The Office. Hughes Community Centre. 
The enrolment ca rd  and a cheque o r  postal orderfo r 5 2 
(made out to  The Australian National University) to be sent  
to the Accountant, P. 0. Box 4, Canberra. 
Does this sound fami l ia r?  F r o m  Queensland N. P.A. News 
"20 a c r e s  have been taken f r o m  a National P a r k  Scenic Area  
north of Nambour and given. t o  the exclusive use of the 
Nambour Golf Club. " 

Mallacoota National Pa rk  - (from Victorian N. P. A. News 
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4. 
Letter) .  A deputation f r o m  the V. N. P. A. visited the Victorian 
Minis ter  of Lands to e x p r e s s  their  concern about the proposed 
excis ion of pa r t  of the  Mallacoota National Park .  The Minister  
gave the deputation a good hearing and invited represen ta t ives  
f r o m  the V. N. P. A. t o  accompany him and the  Minister  of State 
Development on a personal  inspection of the  P a r k  i n  February.  
The V. N. P. A. pres ident  warned that  m o r e  than passive support  
m a y  be requi red  f r o m  i t s  1,400 m e m b e r s .  

He re  i s  a n  a r t i c le  by one of the associat ion 's  members .  The 
editor would welcome s imi l a r  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  m e m b e r s  on any 
nature  subject  o r  in teres t ing place visi ted which could be 
recommended t o  others.  P l ea se  send t o  11 Dyson St. Lyneham. 

"Garden Visitors" 
by Mr  I. Baird 

When we f i r s t  came to l ive in  the A. C. T. our house was new 
and the t r e e s  and shrubs  i n  the garden were  only small .  A 
couple of ca t s  were  t he re ,  s o  b i rds  were  scarce .  The ca t s  were 
supposed to keep down the r a t s  but they seemed to us  t o  get 
along quite. well together. So soon the  ca t s  went. and we got r i d  of - 
the r a t s ,  and a s  the  t r e e s  2re.w and we planted bushes and 
hedges the  b i r d s  began to come into the garden. 

Among the f i r s t  t o  a r r i v e  were the blue wrens. After a bed 
has  been dug they will searc.h the recent ly  turned e a r t h  f o r  
sma l l  worms  and. grubs  and if you stand s t i l l  they will feed 
a lmos t  up to your fe t. On hot days  they love taking a shower 
under a spr ink les  and somet imes  get s o  wet that  they can 
s c a r c .  'y fly. Their  nests ,  made of g r a s s  and deep with only a. 
s m a l l  en t rance  on the  s ide  near  the top of the nes t ,  a r e  always 
well hidden in  a thick bush. They evidently a r e  ve ry  successful  
i n  r ea r ing  the i r  fami l ies  and the blue wren  population mus t  
outrun the food supply because soon a.fter the  young b i r d s  come 
out i t  is quite common to  find dead wrens  about the garden. We 
have overcome this  t o  a ce r ta in  extent by constantly keeping a 
supply of fat  available. They only take a few pecks a t  i t  a t  one 
t ime ,  but the number  of wrens  s e e m s  to  have increased.  
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The Willy-Wagtail is another friendly little bird. He is 5.  
not as tame as the wrens but if you go near  h is  nest  he will 
f lutter around your head, nearly touching it,  and protesting 
al l  the time. If they a r e  sitting they always leave the nest  
when you come along, but if you s tay working close by they 
gradually pluck up enough courage to  r e tu rn  to the eggs before 
they get cold. Willys build in  the most  exposed places but even 
s o  m o r e  often than not they r e a r  their  young ones, mostly three.  

Goldfinches a r e  shy birds  and like to build i n  the pines and 
i n  the apple t rees .  If you take too much notice of their  nes ts  
they a r e  likely to abandon them. 

A pair  of fantails has  nested in  the garden this year. These 
l i t t le b i rds  a r e  v e r y  tame and a r e  quite likely t o  fly under your 
a r m  if you hold i t  out. 

White-plumed honeyeaters ( A u s t r a l i a n  c a n a r y n  canary) used to visit  
u s  regular ly but a r e  absent this year. One tree-creeper looks 
in  now and again f o r  a peck of fat, and robins come about i n  the 
winter and a t  t imes  f i re ta i l  finches ca l l  fo r  a few days. 

Our best  song bird is certainly the thrush. It was yea r s  
before a thrush came into the garden and then i t  only stopped 
for  the winter, Leaving e a r l y  in  Spring to  find a mate. Then one 
year  it brought a ma te  but it didn't suit he r  and they both left 
quite soon. But this year  they both spent winter and spring in  
the garden. Unfortunately just recent ly they have both departed. 

P a r r o t s  a r e  not v e r y  welcome in  the garden. Ea r ly  i n  spring 
they call  t o  nip off the almond blossom. Later  on they drop in to 
sample the apricots  and other fruit. Finally they revis i t  the 
almonds to  feed on any nuts that develop after their  f i r s t  raid. 

An exception to the general lot of p a r r o t s  a r e  the small ,  
beautiful g ras s  par ro ts  who spend most  of their  t ime hopping 
about amongst the grass and don't bother about fruit. 

These a r e  some of the birds  which give us  s o  much pleasure 
in  our garden in  the country. In town we a r e  not s o  well off for  
birds. 
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6 .  
EYES OR NO EYES NO. 11 

Twining plants a r e  not common 
i n  the Austra l ian Bush. The one 
shown h e r e  i s  Convolvulus 
erubescens .  I t  grows i n  warm sunny 
p l a r e s  and s o  i s  m o r e  common i n  
grass land tha r~  in  the forest .  

The f lowers  a r e  pink inside and look 
l i k e  smaPl. Morning Glories.  The 

s t ems  m a y  be prost .rale on the ground 
o r  tws ted  up the s t a lk s  o i  g r a s s e s  o r  

other  plants. As m a y  be s e e n  i n  the 
drawing the leaves  v a r y  in shape. The 

lower ones may be oblong w l d e  the upper 
a r e  split into lobes of whlch the middle 
one i s  the longest. 

Australian. Bindweed i s  ve ry  widespread. 
Not only 1s it. common i n  the A. C. T. but 
i t  grows all over  Austra l ia ,  I t  i s  
common i n  desert .  country of Centra l  
Australia. Under Canberrac onditions 
i t  m a y  pers i s t  a s  a. garden weed with 
new shoots edch season  f r o m  a deep- 
s e t  perennial  root. I t  sho-dd not be 

confused with the t rue  Bindweed 
w h ~ c h  i s  d se r ious  .weed i n  some  

places.  OUI plant di f fers  
in the presence  of 
m~ ,nu te  downy h a i r s  on 
s1:ems , l eaves  and 
fl.owers. 

N. T. B. 



OUTINGS 

March 

Date : Sunday 27th March, 1965 
Place : Bird watching on Lake George 
Leader : Mr S. Wilson 
Feature : Meeting place a t  the swamp on the left hand side about 

2 miles  past the A. C. T. boundary on the 
Bungendorere  Road a t  10 a.m. Bring a packed lunch 
a s  there will be a shor t  walk along the Lake's shore 
to  view waterbirds and to  watch bird banding by the 
Australian Bird Banding Scheme (CSIRO). 
Bring binoculars if possible. 

MEETINGS 

February  - 
Date : Tuesday 23rd February  a t  6 o'clock 
Place : The sandy area ,  Ur ia r ra  Crossing 
Features: Swimming, a "get together" for  a l l  members  young 

and old. After a cold tea, entertainment f rom the 
St. John's Folk Singers. Please note - If i t  i s  
raining at  this t ime,  an ordinary monthly meeting 
will be held a t  8 o'clock i n  the Institute of Anatomy. 

March - - 
Date : Tuesday 23rd March a t  8 o'clock 
Place : Institute of Anatomy 
Feature : We hope Mr Fabricius will speak about "German 

Nature Reserve". W i l l  members  please watch the 
p r e s s  for  the advertisement. 

SIGNS FROM OVERSEAS NATIONAL PARKS. 

1. " Take nothing but pictures. Leave nothing but footprints" 
(from Queensland N. P. A. News) 

2. " Let i t  not be said, And said to  your shame, 
This place was beautiful, Until you came. " 
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OUTINGS 

1. Day Outing 

Date : Sunday 28th F e b r u a r v ,  1965 
P l a c e  : Molonglo Gorge  
L e a d e r  : Dr N. Burbidge 
F e a t u r e  : Meetiuy p lace  i.s t h e  junctiou of Sutton Road 

and Duntroon Road a t  10  o 'clock.  Br ing  a 
packed lunch a s  t h e r e  will  be a n  e a s y  walk 
along the  gorge.  R e m e m b e r ,  t h i s  was your 
; ~ s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  s u c c e s s  i n  gaining a 
r e s e r v e  in the A. C. T. 

2. Weekend Outing 

Date : Sa tu rday  27th F e b r u a r y  and Sunday 28th F e b r u a r y  
P l a c e  : Coolamon P l a i n s ,  Coolamon Homes tead ,  o-ver- 

night a t  Yarrangobi l ly  Caves ,  inspect ion  of 
c a v e s  a t  7. 30 p.m. Sa tu rday  and 9.30 a. m. 
Sunday. Swimming i n  t h e r m a l  pool,  t-eturning 
t o  C a n b e r r a  Sur!day af ternoon via Talbingo ,  
Blowering Valley, Tumut:, Gundagai and  Yass.  

L e a d e r s  : M r  I. Ba i rd  and M r  K. G r e e n  (phone 46223). 
Deta i l s  : Meeting p lace ,  Brindabell-1 Br idge  over  

Goodradigbee R. a t  I, o 'c lock (pm) Saturday.  
Yarrangobl l ly  is 8 0  m i l e s  f r o m  C a n b e r r a  over  
a rough r o a d  and v e r y  s t e e p  h i l l s  s o  tha t  c a r s  
m u s t  be i n  f i r s t  c l a s s  mechan ica l  o r d e r .  - 
Overnight  accommoda t ion  can  b e  a r r a n g e d  a t  
the  C a v e s  House (Dinner ,  Bed & B r e a k f a s t  
.52/5/-;  B & B £ ] / l o / - )  by  in fo rming  M r  G r e e n  
by Tuesday  16th F e b r u a r y .  T h e r e  is a. camping 
a r e a  f iear  the  caves.  Inqu i r i e s  r ega rd ing  
t r a n s p o r t  and m e m b e r s  with space  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  
p lease  contac t  M r  Green.  
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