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Monthly Meeting - 4th Tuesday of the month 

-. .. . -. . . . - - - 
'This Bulietin cove r s  both the  end of the 1964 's  actlvlt les and 

- 

the  beginning of a New Year,  As this  i s  a busy t ime  of the 
- - 

year  we hold NO monthly meet ings  i n  December and January.  
However t h e r e i s  t o  be a special  meeting for  a l l ,  people 
in te res ted  i n  conservat ion on F r iday  1 l th December a t  the 
Academy of Science a t  8 p. m, Mr Max Nicholson, Dl rec tor -  
Genera l  of Nature Conservancyy i n  the United Kingdom will 
be the speaker ,  This  meeting will be adver t ised in  the local  
p r e s s  t o  remind you. The re  i s  a n  outing i n  January.  The 
deta i ls  a r e  featured on the l a s t  page. 
A m a t t e r  of i n t e r e s t  to some m e m b e r s  will be a Conservation 
Semlnar  t o  be held during January  a t  the New England 
Universi ty,  Armidale .  The s emina r  will be held f r o m  2211d 
January  t o  25th January ,  1965. P a p e r s  vnll be presented by 
Dr M, Day, Dr H. F r i t h ,  Dr L. Webb, Mr  A,  Strom (Chief 
Guardian of Fauna fo r  N. S. W . ) ,  Miss  J ,  Wright and 
Mr Lionel Bigg. The s emina r  will examine by m e a n s  of 
l e c tu re s  and discussion groups the position of conservation 
in  Austra l ia  in i t s  b roades t  sense.  The l a s t  day, Monday 
25th will be devoted t o  field expeditions. 

Chr i s tmas  Cards  - The N. P. A. Chr i s tmas  Cards  have been 
v e r y  popular th is  year.  The 600 we originally o rdered  were  
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sold within a fortnight. The second of 300 has once 
3.  

again been sold. If we have not been able to fulfil 
your order  you may  wish to  buy the ca rds  f rom N. S. W. 
N. P. A. Send your order  to  Mr T. Moppett, 
48 P a r k  Ave., Roseville. 

Subscriptions - Don't le t  1964 s l ip  away and then discover 
that your subscription for 1964-65 has  not been paid. The 
Treasu re r ' s  work is much e a s i e r  if subs a r e  paid a s  soon 
a s  possible after the annual meeting. 

Conservation Council of N.S.W. This council held i t s  fifth 
Annual Dinner i n  Sydney during October. The subject of a 
s e r i e s  of short  talks was "The Dying Coastline". Two un- 
happy facts  revealed were (1) that most  sh i re  councils whose 
t e r r i to ry  includes the coastline have no plan of organised 
development o r  protection of their  a rea ;  and (2) that almost 
a l l  of the north coast beaches of No S. W. a r e  being ei ther  
mined o r  prospected for  Rutile. As Mr Stanly, the 
Administrator of P a r k s  in N. S. W. pointed out when he 
addressed us, the U. S. A. found to  i t s  cost how necessary  
i t  is to  protect and r e se rve  sections of the shoreline and 
the country behind i t  before i t  i s  completely destroyed or  
becomes freehold land. 

Looking for a New Area  to  Visit? A National P a r k  you 
might visit during your holidays is the Mount Kaputar 
National P a r k  which has  an a r e a  of about 10,000 a c r e s  
which includes the highest peaks of the Nandewar Mountains 
about 30 road miles  eas t  of Narrabri .  Mount Kaputar has  

a n  altitude of over 5,000 ft which gives an  adjacent plateau 
a semi  alpine appearance and flora.  
F o r  l i te ra ture  about Nature Reserves  and National P a r k s  
in  N. S. W. write to the Fauna Protection Panel, Caltex 
House, 167 Kent Street,  Sydney 

News f r o m  Other National Pa rk  Associations - 
1. Explorer  groups in  N. S. W. - These groups se t  out to 
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4. 
find a r e a s  suitable f o r  propos a1 a s  r e se rves .  The following 
i s  the r epo r t  f r o m  one such group. 
"Area  investigated about 2 0  m i l e s  f r o m  Gulgong around Ulan 
Tr ig  on the  Dividing Range, consisting of 9 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  of 
plateau dissected by Ulan Creek and i t s  t r i bu t a r i e s  and bounded 
on the e a s t  by the Goulburn River. A ve ry  full r epo r t  was 
submitted with a collection of vegetation specimens,  which 
confirm the a r e a  a s  consisting mainiy of heath and wet and 
d r y  schlerophyll.. Numerous sightings made of l y r eb i rd s ,  
white and black cockatoos, rose l las  amongst other. b i rds .  
Kangaroos,  wombats. possums and two spec ies  of gl iders  
were  a l s o  noted. Rock sculpture  was a t e a tu re ,  but because 
of lack of spectacular  s cene ry  and permanent  water  th is  group 
recommended that it be secured  a s  a Faunal Reserve .  The 
Fauna Protect ion Pane l  has  made a submission t o  the Lands 
Department that  i t  be s o  dedicated." 
2. Queensland 
The N. P.A.  of Queensland i n  conjunction with the Wildlife 
Preserva t ion  Society of Queensland and the Noosa P a r k s  
Development Association called a specia l  meet ing t o  enl is t  
public support  against  the granting o l  specia l  m ine ra l  l e a s e s  
in  the Noosa National Park.  
3.  Victoria -- 
The Victorian No P. A. IS  m o s t  concerned about a th rea t  that  
some thousands of a c r e s  of the Mallacoota  National P a r k  i s  
to be excised despite the s ta tement  in the National P a r k s  Act 
1958 that the National P a r k s  Authority would "maintain every  
national park  i n  i t s  na tura l  condition and encourage and 
regulate  the use of national parks  by the public and provide 
fo r  the enjoyment thereof by the people in such a way a s  t o  
ieave parks  unimpaired fo r  the enjoyment of future  generations". 
These two examples  prove the point that  N. P. A. groups mus t  
ac t  a s  "watch-dogs" over  a l l  national parks  and r e s e r v e s  which 
a r e  gained if they a r e  t o  be kept f o r  future  s e n e r a t i o m .  
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5. 
Do you like ca t s?  
The domestic cat  gone wild i s  a grea t  destroyer  of wildlife. 
It can climb t r ees ,  stalk native animals,  s tea l  their  young 
and take eggs f r o m  nests both i n  t r e e s  and on the ground. It 
multiplies a t  a phenomenal ra te ,  I t  is, without doubt, a 
significant factor hindering wildlife conservation i n  some 
places. Think twice when you want t o  dispose of a cat and 
dont choose to  re lease  i t  i n  the bush. 

( F r o m  "Wildlife Service") Fauna 
Protection Panel  Journal. 

Water Birds  of Lake Burley Griffin  - Ian Grant 

Many species of water-loving b i rds  a r e  common a t  Lake 
George but few could be described as plentiful in  the 
A. C. T. Indeed until recent ly some species  seen  frequently 
a t  Lake George had not been recorded for  the terr i tory.  
Except for  par t s  of the Murrumbidgee, Cotter and Molonglo 
r i v e r s  and some dams on r u r a l  propert ies  there is l i t t le 
suitable habitat for  water b i rds  i n  the A. C. T. 
At leas t ,  this was the case  until l a s t  summer.  Then the 
water held back by the Scrivener Dam slowly s tar ted to 
flood the gouged out valley of the Molonglo to  f o r m  Lake 
Burley Griffin . We had a long, d r y  summer  and autumn 
during which much of the lake bed was covered with shallow 
water. 
This provided ideal habitat fo r  duck and severa l  species 
quickly took advantage of it. The central  basin particularly 
became a happy hunting ground for  hundreds of Grey Teal 
and Black Duck. The low mudbanks covered with these 
greyish birds  were brightened on one occasion by the 
beautiful plumage of a male  Chestnut-breasted Shelduck, 
After the  scene was enhanced by the  delicate grey  and 
contrasting black plumage of severa l  hundred Maned Geese 
resting on g ras sy  hillocks. Less  common was the Pink- 
ea red  Duck, sometimes known a s  the Zebra Duck because 
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6 .  
of i t s  prominent b a r r e d  f lanks ,  while a  f ew Blue-winged 
Shove l l e r s  cons t i tu ted  a new r e c o r d  f o r  the A. C. T. On 
open water  Black Swans and White-eyed Ducks w e r e  common 
while s m a l l  g roups  of Musk Duck w e r e  s e e n  r e g u l a r l y ,  
dlvlng f o r  food. A s  the Musk Duck 1s supposedly  a poor 
f l i e r ,  how m o r e  than  5 0  of t h e m  found the new habi ta t  s o  
q u l c k l y  is  something 01 a m y s t e r y .  
P e r h a p s ,  m o s t  common,  wds the Coot ,  d a r k  b i rd  with 
p rominen t  white fo rehead ,  while the  l a t h e r  s i m i l a r  Dusky 
Moorhen was  only s e e n  occas io r~a l ly .  The m u c h  l a r g e r  
Eas te r i ,  Swamphen,  biue b reas ted  with stro1.g r e d  beak,  
o c c u r r e d  r e g u l a i l y  in twos a r d  t h r e e s .  On the water  Li t t le  
G r e b e  were  n u m e r o u s  w h ~ l s t  occasional.ly the white 
be-whiskered  Hoary-headed Grebe  was seen.  Ihd  you s e e  
a lofigish, ruffed neck and talted head s t lc .k i~ ,g  out of the 
w a t e r ?  T h ? s  was  the Great t ;crested G r e b e  r e c o r d e d  for. the  
f i r s t  t i m e  i n  the A. C.  T. 
F l o c k s  o i  ib i s  ( 2  s p e c i e s )  found c o n d i t ~ o n s  t o  t h e i r  l ~ k i n g .  
The Whitee-faced Heron  too,  was c o m m o n  but wr  s a w  the 
much l a r c e r  White-necked H e r o n  only occas ional ly .  In 
autumn eight  Yellow-billed Spoonbil ls and s e v e r a l  Royal  
Spoonbills w e r e  about  but p e r h a p s  the m o s t  regal - looking 
b i r d s  were  the White E g r e t s .  Standing war i ly ,  necks  ful ly 
s t r e t c h e d ?  t h e s e  l a r g e  snow w h t e  b ~ r d s  were  s t r ik ing ly  
handsome.  The s m a l l e r  P lumed  E g r e t  was another  A. C. T. 
" t1rs t  I .  

Then the re  were  the s m a l l ,  r a r e l y  see.n b i r d s  skilking In the 
d rowned  q r a s s e s .  Steve Wilson and his  b i rd  h a r ~ d e r s  
r e c o r d e d  the Spotted C r a k e  and the  Pa in ted  Snipe as m o r e  
A. C. T. " t i r s t s " .  They  a l s o  banded the M a r s h  C r a k e ,  Banded 
Sandra i l  and J a p a n e s e  Snipe. One of' the l a t t e r ,  a f t e r  
journeying f r o m  J a p a n  t o  enjoy a n  A u s t r a l i a n  s u m m e r ,  
incaut ious ly  got caught  and ended up s t a r r i n g  on C a n b e r r a ' s  
T.V. On the whole the  abundant  b i d l i f e  that  we s a w  dur ing 
the f i l l ing of the l a k e  s e e m s  unlikely t o  he  repea ted ,  but  
keen  o b s e r v e r s ,  occas ional ly  see lng  " r a r i t i e s "  , will r e c a l l  
t h e  p l e a s u r e  of p a s t  encoun te r s  with w a t e r  b l r d s  o n  Lake B u r l e y
y Griffin. 
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EYES OR NO EYES No. 10 

Dr. N. Burbidge 

The flowers of the Fringed Lily 
(Thysanotus tuberosus) have an  
outer s e r i e s  of three  nar row petals 
and an inner  s e r i e s  of three  broad 
ones with beautifully fringed margins.  
Unlike the flowers of the Vanilla 
Lily and the Chocolate Flower those of 
the Fringed Lily a r e  not sweetly 
scented. 

These species  shown occurs  through- 
out southern Australia. Despite the 
delicate flowers which soon wither, 
especially if picked, species of 
Thysanotus can grow in  very  d r y  
places. Some a r e  to  be  found in  
Central Australia and many others 
i n  Western Australia. 

Our Fringed Lily grows among 
g r a s s e s  in woodland and open 
fo res t  places. A second species  
which a lso  grows al l  over 
southern Australia,  may  be found 
in the A.C. T. This i s  twiner 
with smal l  r flowers and i t  often 
twists up the wires  of fences. 

Have you seen  these? 

N. T. B: 
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J a n u a r y  

Date 
P l a c e  
L e a d e r  
F e a t u r e  

OUTlNGS 

: Sunday, 31s t  J a n u a r y  1965 
: Mt. Gingera  
: Dr. K e y  
: Meet  a t  1 0  o 'c lock P iccad i l ly  C i r c u s .  

Bring a packed lunch and d r i n k s  as f i r e s  a r e  
not al lowed a t  th i s  t i m e  of the  y e a r .  The 

a r e a  should have  a f ine  d i s p l a y  of a lp ine  
f l o w e r s  and we m a y  find bogong moths .  

F e b r u a r y  ( P r e l i m i n a r y  Announcement) 

Date : 27th & 28th F e b r u a r y  1965 
and 

28th F e b r u a r y .  
A weekend t r i p  t o  Coolamon P l a i n s  and 
Yerangobil ly.  
A Sunday outing t o  the  Molonglo Gorge  and 
Mt. J e r r a b o m b e r a .  

T h e  Nineteen Sixt ies  and Sevent ies  is O u r  T i m e  

What we d o  with t h e s e  y e a r s  will  be t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e  f o r  the 
people of the  e ight ies  and n inet ies  . . . . and f o r  the next 
cen tu ry .  
T h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  tha t  we c a u s e  today cannot  b e  r e p a i r e d  by 
t o m o r r o w ' s  people. Who a r e  we to s a y  tha t  Man no  l o n g e r  
needs  th i s  a n i m a l  o r  t h a t ,  t h i s  p lant  o r  tha t?  In  o u r  hands 
we hold the  power of su rv iva l  of m a n y  l iving s p e c i e s  . . . . and 
they m a y  only s u r v i v e  by the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of a n  adequate 
amount  of s e l e c t e d  env i ronments .  ( F r o m  "Wildlife Service") .  

T h e  Commi t t ee  wishes  t o  extend t o  all m e m b e r s  the  
Season ' s  G r e e t i n s s  and  a n  Active New Year .  
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