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Monthly mee t ings  - 4th Tuesday  of the month  

Edi tor ia l :  
The  u rgency  for  the set t ing a s i d e  now of l a r g e  a r e a s  a s  - 

National P a r k s  is only fu l ly  r e a l i z e d  when the p r o b l e m  of l ack  of 
- - - - 
c public land i s  s e e n  i n  o the r  countr ies .  
= - - 
= = 
- = - - - In  Br i t a in  t h e r e  i s  no "Crowr; L,~nd" a s  we unders t and  t h e  
= - 
I - - t e r m  - a s  a National P a r k s  1nforn;at ion Off icer  said. i n  
= - 
= = 
- 

M o n m o u t h s h i r e e  " e v e r y  irlcii of la::.; n Br i t a in  i s  owned by s o m e  
- - - 
- - = - = - individual  o r  company". To airer  13: t o  s e t  a s i d e  land of scen ic  
= - - 

- - - beauty under  t h e s e  r o n d : t ; ~ n s  i i  t r e m e l y  diffi.cult. 
= 

The u rge  f o r  prr~p i * .  ? ( I  5-1 o ' . > .  the c i t i e s  and in to  the f r e s h  
a i r  of t he  country  - .-<;m% lo  be . ,., .. : s a l .  It i s  a  pa thet lc  s ight  i n  
England t o  s e e  peop:c p.irr:ichii '.. - ;de the  b u s y  h i $ ~ w a y s  and 
s u n b a k n l ~  on t h e  u r , l s s  \ c r ? e s  'v : .. i e  t h e r e  is jus t  nowhere  e l s e  
t o  so. If by c l i a i ~ r r  (1112 pictn..l, :- s f  .muld come  a c r o s s  a n  inviting 

- 100k11is t r e e - l i n e d  road  01 r i v e r  i t  i s  m o r e  than l ike ly  b a r r e d  with 
- - 
- - - - - - 

one o r  o the r  of the s i g n s  " P r j v a t e  Road", "No Campins" ,  
- 
- = "No Picnickins" ,  "Keep Out". 
- - 
- 

Too m a n y  people think "that won't happen h e r e  - A u s t r a l l a  
i s  too vas t"  - but a s  population g rows  and m o r e  land is cult ivated 
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it will happen h e r e  if land i s  not s e t  as ide  while it i s  s t i l l  
available. 

In Canada. National P a r k s  a r e  pa r t  of the  adver t ised 
t ou r i s t  l i t e r a tu re ,  used t o  ent ice  people t o  holiday i n  th i s  
country,  bringing it financial gain. Surely National P a r k s  
h e r e  could a l s o  be adver t ised a s  pa r t  of Austra l ia ' s  bid t o  
capture  the  tour i s t  t rade.  This argument  would appeal t o  
poli t icians,  who always wish t o  know how the country will 
benefit economically f r o m  any proposal  ! 

As a m e m b e r  of a National P a r k s  Association,  the cause 
you fos te r  i s  a w :thwhile one. Do a l l  within your power t o  
s e e  that  Austra l ia  always will have adequate open land for  its 
ci t izens  and land fo r  i t s  unique f lo ra  and fauna. 

Association News: - -  - ~ ~ - ~  - - ~ ~~ 

1. Deputation t o  the Minister  fo r  the  Inter ior  - On Thursday 
September 25th the Minister  fo r  the  In te r io r  received a 
deputation f r o m  our Committee t o  d i scuss  our  proposal  fo r  a 
national park  i n  the Mt. Kelly a r ea .  The interview was 
mentioned i n  The Austra l ian next day,  with a supporting 
photograph, and repor ted  i n  some detai l  i n  The Canbe r r a  Times.  
The substance of Mr .  Anthony's r e m a r k s  was that  the  a r e a  
would be r e s e r v e d  with t h i s  end i n  view, and would not be 
alienated except under v e r y  exceptional c i rcumstances .  He was 
i n  agreement  with our  views that  a national park  was needed i n  
the  A. C. T. , but fe l t  that  a s  the Government was y&nvolved 
with the Tidbinbilla Faunal  Reserve  and i t s  attendant f inancial  
commitments ,  and a s  the Kelly a r e a  was i n  the meant ime 
secure ,  the proposal  would have t o  be  shelved. He advised us t o  
r a i s e  the  m a t t e r  again a t  some l a t e r  date ,  and to  keep  in t e r e s t  
al ive i n  the public mind meanwhile. 

2. Austra l ian Conservation Foundation - On 21st  August the 
Austra l ian Conservation Foundation was es tabl ished a t  a 
meeting held i n  Canber ra  under the chairmanship of Sir  Warren  
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McDonald. I t s  ob jec t s  a r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  adequate  e x a m p l e s  of 
ou r  fa11n.a and f l o r a  throuyh providing a s s i s t a n c e  t o  approved  
p r o j e c t s  and through stirnularing i n t e r e s t  i n  conservat ion .  
F ~ v e  m e m b e r s  of o u r  Associa t ion  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on the F o u n d a t i o n ' s
' s  P r o v i s i o n a l  Council  - provis ional  because  the 
Constitrition h a s  yet l o  1,e draw71 up and appro\r:cl. The  
F(>, i t ld;~t ion h a s  Lhe s8.1pport of the Co lnn~onwea i th  and  of all 
I S i t e  It m a r k s  a h ~ y  advanc-e 11, A u s t r i h a n  
conservdl ion  policy. 

3 .  h lembers t , i p  - Tlie f o i l o \ b i ~ ~ g  have  p.a~d t h e i r  subsc r ip t ion  
ior 1 9 6 4 - 6 5  s lnce  the A u q u s t  l i s t  : -  Mr & M r s  J, Webb:k. 
Mr  & M r s  A. Lo Cia McDonald,  Miss  M a r i e  Sexton, 
Mr  r lndrew Wood, h l r  .J. Roy 'T'alt, M r  Ian H. E a l r d .  M ~ s s  
B,lrbara McDonouqh , M r s  M. Gre i .nhdgh ,  M r  I .R. Mr Lrod ,  
Mr  S, J u c l ~ t . ,  M i s s  Tatirllld Vshivlcilia, M r  & M r s  B.Hammond,  
14r G M1.s .I. Michel l ,  Mr  S. J .  Wilson, M i s s  K l n n e d y : ~ ,  
MISS H. Whittom, S i r  F r e d e r ~ i k  & Lady White, M r  & M r s  
Tredenni::k, Mr  & M r s  H.  J. C a m e r o n .  Mr  J .  A. C a r n a h a n ,  
Mr  & M r s  B.P. Moore ,  Mics  M.G. N. M o r r i s ,  D r  H. Doiiiq, 
hZiss M. Cox,  Mr br b l r s  Brand ;  Miss  SLella R o s e n g r a v e ,  
Mr  Allan G o u r l a y : ~ .  h l r  I ~ t i  Wilson':' M r s  Joyce  ~onaha*:, 
h4r Xr M r s  W.  R.  Adams, h h s s  M a r , . a ~ l  C, hndley ' : ' ,  
Mr  Xr M r s  P. L. S i l i n '  Mi.=s A,.n E. Todd*. 
! :? NPW members! .  

4. Christmas C a r d s  - N. P.A. c a r d s  a r e  on s a l e  f o r  11- - 
each.  P l e a s e  s e r ~ d  your o r d e r  l r ,  the S e c r e t a r y  (i.nclddinr: 
I / -  f o r  pos tage)  o r  p u r c h a s e  a t  t he  m e e t i n g s ,  T h e s e  
beautiful  c a r d s  a r e  a  zood a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  the  nat ionai  
p a r k s  movement .  

The  shooting of m a g p i e s  - A ~ a i n  ! 
In  J u l y  th i s  y e a r  a  shooting incident  took pl.ace in  which 

t h r e e  m a g p i e s  w e r e  shot  f r o m  the B a r t o n  Highway n e a r  
Gunghalin. The shooting was done f r o m  behind a  pa rked  c a r  
and a t  a low angle a c r o s s  the  road ,  in  f a c t  the  l a s t  shot  which 
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was f i red  narrowly missed  a n  oncoming car .  The shooter 
then drove on leaving two magpies dead and one dying. They 
happened t o  be b i rds  which had been marked for a CSLRO 
r e s e a r c h  project. The shooting was witnessed by members  
of the Association and reported to the CSIRO authorit ies,  who 
called the police and laid a charge leading to  the conviction 
and fining of the person  concerned. 

Our policy i s  t o  conserve wild life, and it i s  our 
unpleasant duty to  report  any violation of the f lora  and fauna 
protection ordinances. This i s  the main point of the case  a s  
f a r  a s  we a s  an Association a r e  officially concerned, but there  
a r e  incidental points a s  well - the endangering of human l ives  
and the ruin of scientific work through unreasoning i r r e spons -  
ibility. At t imes  shooters like these will des t roy  stock a s  
well, a s  p r e s s  repor t s  have shown. 

We feel we should begin to  p r e s s  for  the licensing of a l l  
shotguns and r i f les ,  a i r  o r  otherwise,  and for the thorough 
vetting of all  applicants for  licences. 

Pas t  Outings 

August - Between 2 0  and 30 c a r s  a r r ived  for an outing to  the 
Swamp Creek area .  The walkers s ta r ted  a t  U r i a r r a  Crossing, 
went up the c reek  t o  a waterfall,  and returned over the hil1.s. 
Weather and conditions generally were pleasant, and sma l l  
members  were well represented. 

September - In spite of a rainy morning with the threat  of more  
ra in  to  come (fulfilled, a s  i t  happened), thir teen c a r s  turned 
up for  the outing on 26th September t o  Gundaroo and Lake 
George. It was unusual, tantalising, and enjoyable, with 
rewarding glimpses through the m i s t  of a s t reaming country- 
side and m a s s e s  of busy waterfowl on the lake shore. 
Thirteen species  were represented. 
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Indigofera austral is   I n d i g o i 
s l e n d e r  s h r u b  with f ew 

s a 
spreading 

b ranches .  It usual ly  g rows  among 
the t r e e s  of "dry" f o r e s t  but  m a y  b e  

s e e n  in  woodlands n e a r  C a n b e r r a  and 
i t  i s  common i n  the  f o r e s t s  of the 

mounta:ns. The s t e m s  a r e  d a r k  r e d ,  the 
l e a v e s  dark g r e e n  and the f l o w e r s  p u r p l i s l ~  

pink. I t  is .1 r e l a t ive  of the Indigo P l a n t  
of  Asia w l l l ~ h  used t o  be grown fo r  dye  but 

whic!i has  novJ been l a r g e l y  rep laced  by d y e s  
m a d e  f r o m  c c d  t a r .  
r h i s  plant ilowel.s in  s p r i n g t i m e  n e a r  C a n b e r r a  

but is  l a t e r  i n  the mountains.  Have you s e e n  i t ?  
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Future  Meetings: 

Date : Tuesday 27th October a t  8 o'clock 
Place : Institute of Anatomy 
Fea ture  : Fi lm evening - 

1. "Pa rk  Here" - National Beauty spots in 
Great Britain with the suggestion that 
they should become National Parks .  t 

2. Across  Australia b y  the E y r e  Highway. 

3. "The Lonely Island", Albatross,  penguins 
and sea-lions photographed on Macquarie 
Island. 

4. "About Trees"  - a description of the t r e e s  
of Australia,  with a shor t  account of the 
uses  to  which they a r e  put 

"White Clay & Ochre" - a f i lm showing 
aboriginal ar t .  

Date : Tuesday, 24th November a t  8 o'clock 
Place  : Institute of Anatomy 
Fea ture  : Guest speaker Dr Ross Robbins, Research 

Fellow in  the Department of Pacific Studies, 
A. N. u.' He will speak on " P a r r o t s  and Plants  
- a Biogeographer in  the Tropics". Dr Robbins 

has  been studying the tropical -. ;n fo re s t s  of the 
Pacific islands and the countr ies  bordering 
the Pacific. His talk will be i l lustrated with 
colo .red slides. 
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F u t u r e  Outings 
Date : Sunday, 25th October  
P l a c e  : Botanic G a r d e n s  
L e a d e r  : Dr Nancy Burbidge 
F e a t u r e  : Meet  a t  ga tes  at 10.00. T o u r  of g a r d e n s  fol lowed 

by lunch at l a k e ~ i d t ,  'Tour t o  S t romlo  fo r  those  who 
want i t .  G r ~ i d e s  to c,.:rdens provided by Di rec to r .  

Date : Sunday 29th Novemhzl 
P l a c e  : Bendora  Dam 
F e a t u r e  : Meet at Uriarra  Hnmc s l e a d  a t  10 o'clock. Visi t  t o  

the d a m  and s u r r  o~,ndinq country.  Br ing  a packaged 
lunch - no  f i r e s .  

D e c e m b e r :  T h e r e  i s  a p roposed  wnjk i n  the Mt. Kel ly  r eg ion  
5th - 6th f o r  the weekend. M e m b e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  p lease  

contac t  Mr .  McLean ,  phone 44903. 

Definition of a National P a r k  - The defini t ion approved by 
our  Associa t ion  is "National  p a r k s  a r e  a r e a s  which c o n s e r v e  
f o r  a l l  t i m e  p laces  of na tura i  beauty  containing f l o r a  and fauna 
o r  f e a t u r e s  of geological ,  an:hropological o r  o the r  i n t e r e s t  
dedica ted  i n  pe rpe tu i ty  f o r  tl12 i .csreat ion,  insp i ra t ion ,  and 
benefi t  of p r e s e n t  and f u t ~ ~ r e  i:ei?er.~tion,$' 

Although we have  n o  n : . \ t o r ~  p a r k s  i n  the  A. C. T. a t  the 
m o m e n t ,  we can a t  l e ? s t  I -n ike  ...:, e of the  f ac i l i t i e s  of fered  t o  
u s  i n  the nat ional  p a r k s  of the r - s t  of Aust ra l ia .  Those  
seeking i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h t  NG.W South Wales  na t ional  p a r k s  
(which a r e  p robab ly  the e d s i c s t  iq  r each)  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  the 
booklet Nature R e s e r v e s ,  s,l:ic: gives a fu l l  l i s t ,  with s h o r t  -- 
c o m m e n t s  on  a l l .  dnct m o t e  o r - p r r h e n s i v e  no tes  on  s o m e  of t h e  
m o r e  impor tan t .  T h e r e  i s  a ropy i n  o u r  l i b r a r y .  If you would 
l ike  your own, wr i te  t o  the Fauna  P r o t e c t i o n  Pane l ,  Chief 
S e c r e t a r y ' s  Depar tmen t ,  l l t h  F l o o r ,  Cal tex  House ,  
167 Kent S t ree t ,  Sydney. 
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