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NATIONA L PARKS A OCIATIO 
-- 

O F  THE A. C. T. -- 

' ' A  National P a r k  fo r  Lhe National Capital" 

President : Dr. R. S to ry ,  104 Buxton St. , Deakin 
(Office Phone 90149) 

T r e a s u r e r  : Mr. I. Ba i rd .  9 Can te rbury  C r e s .  Deakin 
S e c r e t a r y  : M i s s  M. Sexton, (Office Phone) 90301 - 37 .  

Monthly Meetings - 4th Tuesday of the month  

Zri l torial  
With o u r  S e c r e t a r y  and Publiclry Off icer  on extended l eave  
and our A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  aut  of c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
I e a s o n s ,  the  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s ~ d e  of Commi t t ee  work has  
been a l i t t le  m o r e  diff icul t  than usual.  We offer  o u r  bes t  
wishes  t o  the t h r e e  who had to re l inquish  t h e i r  du t i e s ,  and a 
welcome t o  the two who have  s ince  joined the Commi t t ee ,  
namely ,  M i s s  M a r i e  Sexton and M i s s  Mered i th  Clark .  

Commi t t ee  Affa i rs  : M a r c h  - Apr i l  
A l e t t e r  of congra tu la t ions  h a s  been  s e n t  t o  Mr. Anthony, 
the new Min i s t e r  f o r  the In te r io r .  

- The Mln i s t e r  f o r  Supply h a s  be-n asked  whether  the  t r ack ing  

- 
s t a t ion  i n  the O r r o r a l  Valley w : l l  be p laced  on a n y  p a r t  of 

- - - the p roposed  National P a r k  a r e a .  
- 

The Associa t ion  is support ing the Ant i - l i t te r  campa ign  - 

which i s  being organized by the  National Council  of Women. - 

- 

C(i:lgratulations have been sen t  t o  M r s .  Temple -Wat t s  on  the  
accep tance  and print ing by the PMG Depar tmen t  of t h r e e  - - 
s t a m p  des igns .  - 
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The National Capital Planning Committee has been asked 
what provision has been made for parks in and around Canberra. 

The Canberra Times has been asked to agree in principle 
to publishing a regular feature on the native fauna and flora 
of the A. C. T. , to be contributed by N. P. A. members and to 
be about half a column in length. 

The Voorhoewe family has written from Holland expressing 
appreciation to the N. P. A. for the interest which i t  
stimulated and the activities organized. 

A letter has been written to the trustees of the Coastal 
Softwood Rain Forest Reserve on the north coast, expressing 
sympathy with their aims to keep the Reserve intact in the 
face of proposed mining activities, and asking how the N. P. A. 
could help. 

General Interest: 
Mr. Myron Sutton, of the Division of International Affairs of 
the U.S.A. National Park Service, visited Canberra on 
May 15th. Several members of our Association were able to 
meet him at the luncheon organized in his honour by the 
Australian- American Association. His mission was to publicize 
the American national parks (which he did extremely well with 
a talk and with slides projected on to a hotel table-cloth) and to 
put the experience of his Department at  the disposal of any 
organisation which may need it. We have his address and 
goodwill. 

We have asked our representative on the anti -litter campaign 
in Canberra to request that attention should be directed to the 
countryside of the A. C. T. as  well a s  the urban area. Will 
you please support the campaign when i t  i s  launched? 

-- 
The A. C. T. Council of Cultural Societies invited us to stage 
an exhibit at the opening of the Hughes Community Centre 
from 9 - 17 May. Mr. E. Slater and his helpers put on a 
display of photographs for the occasion. 
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Mr. R. Ea rp ,  President  of the National P a r k s  Association 
of N. S. W ,  , visited Canberra  i n  May and contacted our 
Association. He was guest a t  one of our Committee 
meetings and spoke on the need for  ultimate Commonwealth 
control  of the  national parks  of Australia. 

The Department of University Extension of the University 
of New England i s  o r ~ a n i s i n g  a three-day o r  week-end 
res ident ia l  school in  January on wild l i fe  conservation. 
A s imi l a r  one held i n  February  was mos t  successful  i n  
respect  of l ec tu re s ,  d iscussions,  and enthusiasm. We 
shal l  be receiving a copy of t h e  proceedinss f o r  our l ibrary.  

!imendment of Constitution. 
d u r  title i s  now "The National Pd rks  Association of the 
.%ustralian Capital Ter r i to ry ,  incorporated." This means  
that we a r e  a corporate  body ,md not simply a collection of 
m e m b e r s ,  that we have r e c o ~ n i z e d  legal s ta tus ,  that we 
can sue and be sued, and that we can hold property. Our 
sea l  should in future be used for  legalizing important 
documents and for adding weight t o  s ignatures  of Committee 
members .  So that the  sea l  i s  noL used improper ly ,  i t  i s  
necessary  to  add the following clause to  the Constitution:- 

"The sea l  of the Association shall  not be affixed to  
any instrument except by the authority of a resolution 
of the Committee and i n  the presence of two m e m b e r s  of the 
Committee and these two members  of the Committee 
shal l  sign every  inst rument  to  which the sea l  of the 

Association i s  s o  affixed." 

This c lause will be submitted to  you at  the Annual 
General  Meeting. 
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EYES OR NO EYES NO. 8 5. 

If you look i n  the c rev ices  of 
rocks o r  under their  shade 
you will probably find the f e r n  
shown in  the drawing. This i s  
the Necklace F e r n  o r  Asplenium 
f labell ifoium The latin name 
means  "the Asplenium with 
fan-shaped leaves" though it i s  
real ly  the pinnae o r  pa r t s  of 
the frond which a r e  fan-shaped. 
The stalk of the frond i s  bare  
at  the base  and towards the 
end which i s  often hooked and 
may have a smal l  bud capable 
of making a new fe rn  plant. 
You can tell th is  plant is a 
f e rn  because the young par t ly  
developed fronds a r e  coiled 
a t  the tips. This charac te r  is 
found in  a l l  ferns.  

B Turn the frond over and you 
will find thick f u r r y  o r  d r y  da rk  
brown m a s s e s  of spores.  When 
youns these m a s s e s  a r e  par t ly  
covered by a nar row membrane 
(See B. ) but when older the 
spore  m a s s  m a y  cover most  

C of the surface (See C.) 

Necklace F e r n  i s  common 
among rocks i n  gullies and 
along creeks.  Have you 
seen  i t ?  

N. T. B. 
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- 
- 

P l a c e  : Inst i tute of Anatomy a t  8 o ' c lock  - 

F e a t u r e  : Mr. W. Arndt ,  of t h e  Division of Land 
R e s e a r c h  and Regional  Survey,  CSIRO, 
will give a n  i l lus t r a t ed  t a lk  on  
"Arnhem A r t  and Dreamings".  

JULY - 
Date : Tuesday,  28th J u l y  1964 

P l a c e  : Inst i tute of Anatomy a t  8 o 'c lock 

F e a t u r e  : Annual Genera l  Meeting. As the  : u s i n e s s  
usual ly  t a k e s  up  about  a n  hour ,  t h e r e  will  
be ,  ins t ead  of the  usua l  t a lk ,  a n  exhibi t ion 
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a s p e c t s  of na tu ra l  h i s t o r y  in  
t h e  A. C. T. , and t h e  Assoc ia t ion ' s  ac t iv i t ies .  
It  is hoped tha t  m e m b e r s  will take  the  
oppor tuni ty  of examining the  exhibi t s  
in fo rmal ly  and soc ia l ly  over  a c u p  of t e a  
a f t e r  the  b u s i n e s s  s i d e  of the  mee t ing  h a s  
been  dea l t  with. 

PAST OUTINGS 

The combined outing a t  Bungonia Gorge  with the National 
P a r k s  Associa t ion  of N. S. W. was a t tended b y  20 m e m b e r s  
f r o m  No S. W. and  5 f r o m  the  A. C. T. They spent  Sa tu rday  
on the p la teau ,  viewing the g o r s e  f r o m  v a r i o u s  look-outs  
and visi t ing s o m e  of the l i m e s t o n e  caves .  That  evening 
the  l e a d e r ,  Mr. H. Fairlie-Cunningham,  i m p r o v i s e d  a 
s c r e e n  and put up a f i r s t - c l a s s  show of s l i d e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
a ta lk  on h i s  caving ac t iv i t ies .  On the Sunday the  p a r t y  
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7. 
climbed down t o  the foot of the gorge and followed 
the s t r e a m  for a mi le  o r  s o  - a very  s teep  climb and 
difficult going along a s t r e a m  swollen f rom the recent  
rains. The members  of the N. S. W. Association have 
their  own bus and do m o r e  camping; probablv because 
of this they seem better known t o  one another and to  
have more  informal discussions than we do. Your 
President  took the opportunity of talking t o  a l l  who were 
there  and of discussing the social  and policy aspects  of 
the two associations. 

The F lea  Creek outing was attended by 30 members .  
Cold and threatening weather a t  the rendezvous changed 
to  calm and sunshine at  F l ea  Creek i tself ,  and the 
surroundings,  i n  spite of being m a r r e d  by l i t ter  of a l l  
description, were beautiful enough to  make up'for the 
complete absence of spawning trout. Thanks to  the 
leader ,  Alan Bagnall, fo r  an enjoyable day. 

FUTURE OUTINGS 

(Dogs on a leash  please,  and l a s t  c a r  t o  shut gates. 
Fur ther  information a t  the rendezvous). 

P lace  
Leader : 
Features  : 

Sunday, 28th. June 1964 
Gininderra Fa l l s  and Gorge 
Dr. Nancy Burbidge 
Rendezvous - junction of Weetangera and 
Coppin's Crossing roads,  a t  10 a.m. Before 
lunch the re  will be a n  easy  walk t o  the fal ls  
and back; af ter  lunch we have the choice of 
climbing down into the gorge o r  of walking 
along the top. No f i r e s  please. 

* e m . . .  .. o . . .  
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JULY 

Date 

Place 

Leader 

Fea tures  

FUTURE OUTINGS (Contd) 

: Sunday, 26th. July 1964 

: Hurdle Creek, Mt. Tidbinbilla 

: Mr. S.J. %:!:on 

: Rendezvous - Cotter Kiosk o r  ( to  avoid 
congestion) 100 yards beyond, a t  10 a.m. 
We have the choice of strenuous o r  easy  
walks and should hea r  lyrebirds .  We may  

see  them too if the par t ies  a r e  sma l l  and 
quiet enough. 

LATE NEWS 

The t rus t ees  of the Coastal Softwood Rain Fores t  Reserve 
on the north coast  have sent us details  of the Reserve,  the 
proposed rutile mining, and i t s  possible effects. The 
Reserve has  a r ich  f lo ra  and fauna. Over 160 species  of 
birds  have been recorded, including emus,  and the animals 
include wallabies, brush wallabies and paddymelons, with 
Koalas in the surroundings. Acting on this  information, 
our members  a t  the general  meeting on 26th May 1964 
passed the following reso lu t~on.  

"That this meeting of the National P a r k s  Association 
of the A. C. T. ,  regarding a s  a mat te r  of National 
concern the threatened destruction of wild life and 
of a r e a s  of scenic beauty through beach mining along 
the e a s t  coast  of Australia, i n  par t icular  with respect  
to  the Iluka Reserve  and the Myall Lakes, earnes t ly  
en t rea ts  the authorit ies concerned to  review their  
policy and t o  conserve what remains  of these 
i r replaceable  a r e a s  a s  permanent a s s e t s  to  Australia" 

N. P. A. of the A. C. T. 
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