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Monthly Meetings - 4th Tuesday of the month. 

This edition of our  bulletin covers  the end of a year and 
the beginning of a new one. I t  i s  difficult to a s s e s s  the value of 
our  work i n  the conservation field during 1963, but we t rus t  that 
some good has resulted. This association stated i t s  views in  the 
Kosciusko Primitive Area  dispute and the spoilation of Ayres 
Rock controversy. We attempted to educate a small  section of 
the general public i n  conservation by holding a poster competition 
and an  exhibition a t  the wildflower festival. We submitted to the 
Minister for  the Inter ior ,  a National P a r k s  Proposal  and a 
proposal fo r  the Gibraltar Fa l l s  a r e a  to  be reserved .  

Outings have been ve ry  well attended but our monthly 
meetings only interest  a few members .  This i s  very dissappoint- 
ing a s  we have had some excellent speakers ,  talking on subjects 
which should be of in t e r s t  to members  of a National P a r k s  
Association. We a r e  a group with an a im to preserve  a r e a s  of 
Australia i n  the i r  native state for future generations. We need 
instruction in this s o  that we can inform others ,  

Why not make a New Years Resolution to t r y  and attend 
the monthly general meetings a s  well a s  the outings? 

A Reminder 

As m e m b e r s  of a conservation Association, r emen  ; e r  
we mus t  se t  a good example to new members  and outsiders.  

N; P. A. ,>f t h e  11. C ,  7 .  December - January 
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R e m e m b e r  we do not pick wild f lowers  o r  pull up plants .  A d m i r e ,  - 
photograph,  d e s c r i b e  f o r  identif icat ion but l eave  them where they 
belong. - 

T h e r e  will be no mee t ings  o r  outinqs i n  December  - 
J a n u a r v  hut i o r  the spec ia l  outing on 1 s t  - 2nd F e b r u a r y  and the  
ANZAAS  m e e t i n g s ,  s e e  t h e  back page. 

As  this  i s  the t ime of the y e a r  when m a n y  people will be 
~ o i n g  in to  the bcsh a t  weekends xncl holidays to  c a m p ,  h e r e  a r e  a 
f e w  i ,otes which were  ~ i v e n  t o  m e m b e r s  i n  1961. 

Camping and f ield t r i p  et iquette.  

1 .  .\lways l eave  3a tes  a s  you f ind them.  Make s u r e  that a gate 
1s c losed  a f t e r  the  :>arty has  passed through.  Get through,  not 
o v e r ,  fences .  

L .  Don't c a r r y  waxed m a t c h e s  in  f o r e s t  a r e a s  when f i r e  
h a z a r d  i s  h i ~ h .  

3 Don't d e l i b e r a t e l y  dislodge rocks  on, o r  ro l l  them o v e r  
cliff e d s e s ;  someone  m a y  be below. T r e a t  cliff edges  with 
caut ion a t  all t i m e s .  

4 .  Never  cut  a g r e e n  s t i ck  i f  a dead  one will do.  
5. Don't  d r i n k  wa te r  if t h e r e  i s  any doubt about i t .  Boil i t  f i r s t .  
6. Don' t  wash u p s t r e a m  of where  dr inking wa te r  i s  being 

obtained. 
7. Don't use  someone  e l s e ' s  f i r e  without p e r m i s s i o n  o r  

invitation. 
8. Always replenish  the wood supply  if you use  a n y  a t  

recognized camping spo t s ,  
9. Burn ,  bash  and b u r y  a l l  rubbish.  Don't leave  food s c r a p s  

on a dead  f i r e .  
10 .  Where  no to i le t  f ac i l i t i e s  a r e  avai lable ,  c o v e r  a l l  r e f u s e .  
11. C lean  a c a m p s i t e  be fore  you d e p a r t .  Leave i t  a s  t idy as 
you would wish  t o  f ind i t .  
12. Always m a k e  s u r e  your f i r e  is OUT. 
13. Always cons ide r  the fee l ings  and  comfor t  of the o the r  

N. P. A. of the  A. C. T. December  - J a n u a r y  
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people; avoid making undue noise, particularly late at night o r  
early in the morning. 
14. When walking, keep to recognized tracks wherever possible. 
Don't damage made tracks by cutting corners. 

Fi res .  - 
A small fire i s  easier to cook on than a large one, so 

keep yours within an approachable size. Apart from scorching 
the cooks, a large fire i s  much more likely to get out of control. 
A few general fire precautions are : - 

1 .  Build in a recosnized fireplace whenever possible. 
2 .  If there i s  no made fireplace choose a clear space, preferably 
against strategically placed rocks. 
3 .  Clear loose leaves and twiss well away from the fire - they 
encourage spreadins. 
4. Never light a fire against a stump or fallen tree. 
5. Don't build under green shrubs or overhanging branches - i t  
doesn't do green plants any good, and besides may lead to the 
fire spreading. 
6 .  Rocks from watercourses are  likely to explode when heated; 
this i s  spectacular but dangerous, so don't use them as  backstops. 
7. Don't pitch tents too near a fire; the sparks can burn holes 
Likewise, don't light a fire too near tents. Keep fires well 
away from parked cars.  
8. Don't leave a f ire burning when out of camp. 
9 .  Never vacate a camp without ensuring that the f i re  i s  
completely dead. 

Extinguish f ires completely with water or earth or  both. 

A happy Christmas and an active and progressive New 
Year to all members, 

~ - ~~ 

N. 7': A, of thL -4. C. T. December - January 
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I, 
EYES OR NO EYES NO. 5 

,.$ , , You will be able  t o  find spec ie  of 
P i m e l e a  i n  m a n y  places .  Some a1 - 

,' s h r u b s  about one to  t h r e e  fee t  high, 
o t h e r s  a r e  low growing and l e s s  than 
one foot high. 

. , In  m o s t  s p e c i e s  the f l o w e r s  a r e  
white. They  a r e  a r r a n g e d  i n  heads  
which a r e  usually su r rounded  by four  
o r  m o r e  b r a c t s .  The b r a c t s  a r e  l ike  
the  l e a v e s  but u s u d l y  l a r g e r  o r  
b roader .  Each f lower  has  four  peta ls  
but t h e r ?  a r e  only two s t a m e n s .  - 
Most s p e c i e s  have opposite  l e a v e s .  
YOU will f ind  t h i s  i s  the c a s e  i n  the 
common s p e c i e s  d rawn i n  the f igure  
( P i m e l e a  l inifol ia)  and i n  the low 
growing s p e c i e s  which you wil l  find 
o n  high s lopes  i n  the mounta ins .  

One mounta in  s p e c i e s  h a s  l a r g e  
b r a c t s  which a r e  longer  than o r  a s  
long as the f l o w e r s  and which comrn-  
only t u r n  redd i sh  a s  they  g row o lde r .  
The plants  of th i s  s p e c i e s  a r e  s h r u b s  
to  four  fee t  ., high. I t  is P i m e l e a  
l igus t r ina .  

A common name f o r  P i m e l e a  is 
"Rice  F lower ' '  poss ib ly  because  the  
s e e d s  ins ide  the b r a c t s  look l ike  
g r a i n s  of unhusked r i ce .  The b a r k  of 
the plants  i s  v e r y  tough. It was used 
by the  abor ig inees  f o r  making c o r d s  
and f ishing nets .  

N. T. B. 

N. P. A. of the A. C. T. D e c c ~ n b r r  - Janu;; r y  



ARE YOU PROUDOF YOURCOUNTRY? 

Why a r e  Australians s o  c a r e l e s s  of the beauty of their  
country? 
Certainly we a r e  not a s  active a s  we should be to preserve  
o r  conserve the natural  beauty of our  landscape. Many 
people do not even LOOK a t  l e t  alone THINK about what i s  
around them. F o r  them a highway is m e r e l y  a s e r i e s  of 
inter ludes between peh-01 stations. 
You m e a n  they a r e  content t o  live i n  ugly houses in  ugly 
s t r ee t s  so  why worry  about making the countr,tside ugly too? 
That ' s  about i t .  The f i r s t  thing the "developers" dois to  cut 
down al l  the t r ees .  They never consider whether some 
might be left to  beautify the sett lement l a t e r .  The road 
engineers think m o r e  of surface and gradient than of the 
kind of country the road i s  passing throush. Neither group 
seems  to  include enough pebple with sufficient vision t o  
want to make their  work part  of a g rea t e r  one. You have - 
only to  compare a few roads through scenic a r e a s  in  New 
South Wales - or  i n  the A. C. T. - t o  s ee  how i n  cer ta in  
places the road has  become par t  of the scene whereas i n  
o thers  it i s  m e r e l y  a horr ible  s c a r  bordered by ca re l e s s ly  
felled t r e e s ,  ea r th  spill and spoiled views. Yet i n  no case  
is the l a t t e r  type of road ei ther  more  efficient o r  sa fer  fo r  
the t rave l le r  than the former .  
Well I quite agree  that it is a shock to  find m y  favourite 
bush t racks  destroyed by over-enthusiastic d r ive r s  of 
bulldozers. Then again it i s  sad to  dr ive  through fine 
coastal  fores t  only t o  come on horr ible  shambles of beach 
shacks o r  camping grounds poorly sited and surrounded by 
a l i t t e r  of discarded t ins ,  bottles and torn  paper. But what 
can we do about: th i s?  
Surely just  to say  "What can we do" i s  to  admit defeat 
before we be@. Certainly i n  some places the rea l  damage 

N. P. A. ~f the -4. C. 'T. Lecember  - J a n u ~ r y  
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h a s  a l r e a d y  been  done but t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  unspoiled a r e a s  we 
m u s t  f ight  t o  save .  We should p r e s s  f o r  e f f e c n v e  c o n s e r v -  
a t ion  of the b e s t  of the coas t  tha t  r e m a i n s  unspoilt .  Also ,  
and th is  i s  impor tan t ,  we should give ac t ive  suppor t  and 
encouragement  to  a n y  communi ty  o r  local  government  
p ro jec t s  a imed  a t  maintaining high s t a n d a r d s  of development  
o r  c a r e  of the  p laces  opened up f o r  public u s e .  
I s n ' t  p a r t  of the p rob lem due to  the  fac t  tha t  people who 
spoil  beauty spo t s  and coas ta l  r e s o r t s  a r e  p a s s e r s  through? 
They do not f e e l  a n y  s e n s e  of responsibi l i ty?  
Th i s  i s  t r u e  and i t  m e a n s  that i t  is quite wrong to  talk about 
"they".  I t  i s  m o r e  c o r r e c t  to s a y  "we" because  W E  a r e  the 
t ravel l ing  public who v i s ~ t  fo r  long o r  s h o r t  pe r iods  a l l  
these  p laces  we a r e  talking about. In  o the r  words  WE have 
to  main ta in  s t andards  and W E  a r e  responsib! , .  l o r  preventing 
damage  
But th is  b r ings  us back to  where  we s t a r t e d .  Why a r e  we 
s o  c a r e l e s s ?  
P o s s i b l y  one f a c t o r  i s  that  we cannot bel ieve Lhat t h e r e  is 
not "plenty more" .  Another i s  that  we tend to  think i t  i s  a l l  
r igh t  "if we do i t" .  Yet ano ther  is that  we l ive  i n  a n  age 
when t h e r e  i s  a  rea at to le rance  of ugl iness  - i n  g e n e r a l  
behaviour  and i n  the shapes  of things we l ive  by and with - 
and s o  we a r e  indi f ferent  to the d e s t r u c t i o n  of beauty.  

-- 

But s u r e l y  all a s e s  have known both ugliness and  beauty?  
T r u e ,  but the beautiful  things have never  been  s o  c o m m o n  -- 

-- 

that  we c a n  e v e r  af ford  to  lose  any  of t h e m .  Unfortunately -- 
-- 
-- 

ugl iness  wins out o v e r  bttauty all too  often. Think how 
r e a d y  we a r e  t o  l eave  l i t t e r ,  empty  bo t t l e s ,  old p a p e r s  and -- 

-- 

o t h e r  rubbish  n e a r  beauty  spo t s ,  to  throw i t  out of the c a r  
window o r  l e t  i t  l i e  about  when we move  away f r o m  a c a m p -  
ins s i t e ?  Also  we a r e  too ready  to  t o l e r a t e  stich bad beh-  
av iour  i n  o the r  people. How often d o  we use the f o r c e  o i  
public opinion, o r  help  to  develop th is  f o r c e ,  to s top the 

-. 

N. P. A. of the  A. C. T. D e c c n ~ l ~ e s  - ' , ~ I I u ~ ~ . Y  
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activit ies of the l i t terbugs? 
Q. Why do people do such things? 
A. Why indeed. We hope they do not behave this  way i n  their  

own homes. 
Q. Do you think it i s  a ma t t e r  of education? 
A. Some would s a y  yes but I think i t  i s  not just education not - 

to do these things but something m o r e  positive. In our 
whole community throughout Australia we need a grea te r  
sense  of ownership and hence pride. We a r e  proud of our 
homes, we give them endleqs c a r e  and attention both i n -  
side and out. We love to  own beautiful houses. If v i s i to rs  
come we immediately s t a r t  "tidying up" even if our  f r iends  
can see nothing out of place. Surely we should fee l  the 
s a m e  about our  country? We should feel  deeply ashamed 
when i t  grows shabby and dir ty  and we should never l e t  
ourselves  be grouped with those selfish o r  ca re l e s s  people 
who forget that Australia belongs to  US and that we a r e  
proud of it. 

N. T. B. 

NOTESONANZAASCONFERENCE 

The Conference will take place between 20th and 24th 
January  1964. Any interested m e m b e r  of the public m a y  enrol  
fo r  the Conference a t  a fee  of 22.2 .  0. Enquir ies  about joining 
should be sent to  the Secretary,  ANZAAS, C /  - C. S. I. R. 0. , 
Box 1 09, Canberra  City. Our association will have a display of 
photographs in  the Albert  Hall, dealing with conservation and 
National Pa rks .  

The following notes, based on the prel iminary programme,  
l i s t  the i tems  that might be of special  in te res t  to m e m b e r s  of the 
National P a r k s  -4ssociation. 

N.F. . i .  of the ... C. r. December - January  
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MONDAY (20th) : 

Regis t r a t ion ,  which involves the col lec t ion  of p a p e r s ,  
p r o g r a m m e s  e t c . ,  t a k e s  p lace  dur ing  the morn ing .  

-. p . m .  Section D ( ~ o o l o g ~ )  h a s  a Symposium on "The  - 
Chansing A u s t r a l i a n  Enviromnent"  with t a lks  on 
evidence f o r  c l ima te  chanses .  

8 p . m .  Off ic ia l  Openins and P r e s i d e n t i a l  A d d r e s s  by 
~ x r e d e r i c k  White (Alber t  Hall) .  

TUESDAY !21 s t )  : 

9 a .  m .  Section F (Anthropology) Symposium on 
Abor ig inal  A r t  and Religion (continuing i n  af ternoon)  

Section M (Botany) Symposium on the Eucalyptus  - 
F o r e s t  Habi ta t .  

8 p. m .  Specia l  Lec tu re  by  M r .  J. Mulvaney on 
Archaeo logy  between 1929  and 1964.  ( sec t ion  F) 

WEDNESDAY (22nd) : 

All d a y :  Sect ion D ( ~ o o l o ~ ~ )  Symposium on the Chansing 
A u s t r a l i a n  F a u n a .  Will include l e c t u r e  b y  M r .  E. Riek ,  
11 a . m .  on  the e f fec t s  of the Snowy Mountains Scheme on 
the f r e s h w a t e r  fauna  and one by M e s s r s  F. Ratcl iffe  and 
3 Calaby a t  2 p . m .  on changes  in  s t a t u s  of b i r d s  and 
m a m m a l s  

2 p . m .  Sect ion  J (Educat ion .  Psychology and Philosophy) - 
has  a Symposium on Behavioura l  Studies of A u s t r a l i a n  
Marsup ia l s .  

- 

Sect ions  M (Botany) and P (Geography)  have a 
Symposium on A i m s  and Methods of B ioseoqraphy  

N. P. A,  ~f the A. C. T. D e c e m b e r  - .Tanua r)- 



8 p.m. Special  l e c t u r e s  b y  Dr .  P. Siple (U. S. E m b a s s y )  - 
enti t led "Man ' s  F i r s t  Winter  a t  the  Geographi  c South 
Pole". . 

THURSDAY (23rd)  : 

9 a . m .  Section D (Zoology) h a s  a Symposium concerned - 
with v a r i o u s  dspec t s  of the  conse rva t ion  of the Aus t ra l i an  
Fauna.  Contr ibutors  t o  the  d i s c u s s i o n s  will include 
Dr .  M. F. Day, M r .  'c. S. C h r i s t i a n  and Dr .  R .  C a r r i c k .  

2 p . m .  Section D (Zoology) will commence  a Symposium 
o n  Animal  Communication with p a p e r s  o n  i n v e r t e b r a t e s  - 
s i g n s  and s igna l s  u s e a  i n  i n s e c t  communicat ion and  song 
d i f fe rences  i n  c r i c k e t s .  T h i s  Symposium will continue 
on F r i d a y  morn ing  with papers  on v e r t e b r a t e  a n i m a l s .  

8 p .m.  M r .  Overa l l  will speak  on Planning the National 
Capital.  

FRIDAY (24th) : 

9 a . m .  Section D S~ytnposium ( s e e  above) 

Section F (Anthropology) Symposium on the 
Stone Age i n  South E a s t  A s i a  and Aus t ra l i a .  

Section K (Agr icu l tu re  and F o r e s t r y )  have J. 
Symposium dur ing  which t h e r e  will be k c t u r e s  o n  the  
use  of f o r e s t e d  wa te r  ca tchments .  

A s  on previous  occas ions  the  p r e s s  will c o v e r  Conference 
and t h e r e  will be dai ly  announcements  r egard ing  s e s s i o n s .  T h e r e  
a r e  plans f o r  the taping of a s e s s i o n  e a c h  d a y  by T V  p e r s o n a e l .  
The  tape wi l l  he e i i t e d  and l ~ s e d  in a dai ly  T V  show. 

N. P. A. ,.a1 ih: A. T. December  - Januar ) .  
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Date 

P l a c e  

F e a t u r e s  

Deta i l s  

to  at tend.  

WEEKEND OUTING 

1 s t  - 2nd F e b r u a r y ,  1964. 

Mt. F r a n k l i n  and  surrounding countrys ide .  
Staying i n  the Alpine Club Hut. 

Viewing alpine vegetat ion,  e spec ia l ly  alpine 
f lowers .  Visiting Ginini F a l l s ,  Mt. Gingera 
and B r u m b y  F l a t s .  Saturday night c a m p f i r e  
d i scuss ion ,  subject  "Nature  Conservat ion - 
Where do we f i t  in"?  

Take the Mt. F r a n k l i n  road  pas t  Uria r raU r i a r r a  
a r r i v i n g  a t  the hut dur ing  Sa tu rday  morn ing  t o  
o rgan ize  c a m p  and have lunch.  T h e r e  a r e  bunks 
f o r  s leeping but b r ing  own sleeping equipment,  
food and cooking and eat ing utens i ls .  T h e r e  will 
be  two walks organized and repea ted  o n  the 
Sunday s o  that  m e m b e r s  m a y  at tend both. 

If poss ib le ,  p lease  notify the  S e c r e t a r y  of intention 
We hope that  as m a n y  m e m b e r s  as poss ib le  w i l l  a t tend 

t h i s  gathering.  

PROPOSED OUTINGS FOR 1964. FEBRUARY T O  MAY. 

F e b r u a r y  23rd  : Day t r i p  t o  Mountain C r e e k  (between Yass  
and Burr in juck.  ) 

M a r c h  7th - 8th  : Walking t r i p  to  Mount Morgan and  Mt. 
M u r r a y .  

M a r c h  22nd : Day t r i p  to  Fishing Gap,  Tidbinbil la .  
Apr i l  25th - 26th : Weekend outing to  Bungonia Gorge i n  

coniunction with the N. S. W. N. P. A. 
~ d ~ - - ~ -  -- - . . .  . . .  

May 3 r d  : Day t r i p  to  F l e a  C r e e k .  
N. P. A. of the  A. C. T.  D e c e m b e r  - J a n u a r y  


