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-hopesyou%ke "New Look of OUT News- 
le t te r  a r d  a pprove a bi-rnodh1.y production. The activities for  April 
and May will be found OP the back psge, so  this pagt; m a y  be torn out 
and placed in  a convenient: place for  refexencr.  

You wXL note in this publfzatioa &I-: ar t ic ie  b y  Mr.  Wilson~, 
orLe of our members .  The pubPications cornmattee wculd be ve ry  
pleasad to  receive ar t ic les ,  je t ters  or  i r k r e s l i n g  quoLcs f rom corset-- 
yazioxr publications, f rom m.smber s of the Associat%on. In teres t  ~ 1 . 1 7  
be added i f  members  cootribate a c c o u ~ t s  of their  outings with the 
A s s o c i a t i o ~  r a the r  than tho gerzeral acccunt now given. 

Kosciusko Primative Area .  It, has  been reported to  the A.ssociation 
t m e -  the Trus tPs  decf slon to  stop spoilataon of 
the Primit ive Area were received b y  Mr. Compton, N. S. W. Mffiister 
for  Lands and Chairman of the Kosciusko State P a r k  Trust,  

A p p a ~ e n t l y  the S. Me H. E. A, will ~ o t  take PO for an answer. 
The Trus t  plus th ree  members  of the Academy of Science have been 
invtted by Sir Williarq Hudson to  d e w  the a r e a  again on 19th April, 
and hear  h is  '@on the spot7' case.  

If the Trust &nds f i r m  by i t s  deeisiar,, a s  we hope i t  wi'LT, 
and the S. hrl. H. E . k ,  ins i s t s  on carrying on with i t s  plans, the mat te r  
will. shift t o  a council represcnt i r~g State and Federal G o ~ e r n m e ~ t s .  

If you have not voiced your support fox the Trus ts  decision, 
write immediate1.y to  the chairman of the P a r k  Trust,  Mr. Compton., 
Miriister fo r  Lands, N. S. W. Lands Department, Sydney. 

Remember,  these a r e  the facts of the case  . , . . . 
1. The Summit Area  of the Kosciusko Plateau is unique i n  

Australia.  It i s  extremely beautiful i n  i t s  natural. condition. 
This natural. condition depends upon the shape of the landscape 
and drainage patterns a s  have developed over thousands of 
years  . 



2 .  
2. AIl waters  f rom the Summit Area a r e  utilized i n  their  lower 

reaches for  power generation and for i r r igat ion diversion. 

3.  Value f rom the S. M. A. work wil l  be l e s s  than 5% increase  in  
power and no ext ra  water for  irrigation. Cost wil l  be 
f 15,000,000. 

4. The Snowy Mountains Authority has  commenced ea r ly  stages 
of work that will finally c rea te  new drainage patterns f o r  
the Summit Area. This work will entail aqueducts and 
tunneis. Spoil f rom the work will be tipped into the valleys. 

5 .  The Trus t  adopted the recommenda.tion of the Academy of 
Science i n  December, 1962, that the Summit Area  be le f t  
i n  a primitive condition, a s  i t ' s  an a r e a  of such delicate 
stability that i t  i s  easily destroyed by development. 

As a final word on this mat te r ,  he re  i s  a quote f rom a statement 
of Theodore Roosevelt regarding protection of one of the unique a r e a s  
of the! United States. If only this feeling was widespread amongst 
authorit ies i n  Australia! 

FINER CONSIDERATIONS - Theodore Roosevelt 

Speaking of the Grand Canyon, May 6, 1903 . . "I want you to do one 
thing i n  connection with it i n  your own in teres t  and i n  the in te res t  of 
the country.. . . t o  keep this great  wonder of nature a s  i t  now i s .  I 
was delighted to  l e a r n  of the wisdom of the Santa F e  Railroad people 
i n  deciding not to  build their  hotel on the brink of the canyon. I hope 
you will not have a building of any kind, nor a summ,: r cottage, 
a hotel, o r  anything else ,  t o  m a r  the wonderful grandaur, the sub- 
l imity,  the grea t  loneliness and beauty of the canyon. LEAVE IT AS 
I T  IS. YOU CANNOT IMPROVE IT. The ages have been a t  work 
upon i t ,  and m a n  can only m a r  it. What you can do i s  to keep i t  f o r  
your children, your children's children, and for  all who come af te r  
you, a s  one of the great  sights whichevery American, if he can 
t ravel ,  should see. 
"We have gotten past the stage, m y  fellow citizens, when we a r e  to  
be  pardoned if we t r ea t  any part  of our country a s  something t o  be  
skinned fo r  two o r  three  years  for  the use of the present generation, 

Pwhether it is fores t ,  water o r  scenery." 



MARCH ACTIVITIES 3. 

Meeting - The presence of Mrs.  Stead ( T h i s t l e  H a r r i s l e  ~ a r r i s ) ,  the noted - - 
writer  of books dealing with Australian wildflowers, a t  this meeting 

resul ted i n  many vis i tors  attending. 
Mrs .  Stead gave a his tory of the Wildlife Preservat ion Society 

of N. S. W. and i t s  work since 1909 to safeguard the f lora  and fauna 
of Australia. 

The second half of her  talk dealt wlth the alpine flowers of the 
Kosciusko State Park.  Mr. Ed. Slaters showed Mrs .  Stead's 
excellent d i d e s  of the flowers and the a rea .  

Mrs ,  Stead praised the work of the Superintendent and Rangers  
of the Kosciusko State P a r k  and th.eir effort to  preserve  the a r e a  
while allowing vis i tors  to see  it to  the best  advantage. 

Outire; - A beautiful Auturnr, day  m'ade this a popular outing with - 
6 0  pcople a t~endi r  g. Mr. R. S l im led the group f rom Picadilly 
Circus I~S to Mt. Coree where members  walked up the Jeep  track to  
thc summit  o r  we re  taken irt a land ~ o ~ t . r  by Mr. Murray. 

The view f rom the top was mrtgniftcent, looking into the Cotter 
Valley, then eas t  and south-east to the Canberra  d rea  and the 
Tinderry  Mouxttaf ns,  and south to  the Mt, Kelly region. W h X e  
~ s t u r n i n g  down the mountain severdi members  searched, diligently 
f o r  Co~xoboaee  Frogs  but norle were to  be seen. 

The p a ~ t y  proceeded back to Canberra  ;ria the Two Sticks Road, 
phssing through beaut2fd fores t  couptry. Our thanks to  Mr .  Sl inn  
and MP, Murray  fo r  their  leadership and help. 

L ib ra ry  Additions - The following books a r e  available for  borrowing - " ~ k e  Alpine Flowers  of the Kosciusko State Park i '  
"Natf onal Pa rks  - a World Need" 
"Australian Waterfowlc' 
"Peaks and High Places" -. Cradle Mt. - Lake St. Clair  

National Park,/  Tasmania. 
Several volumes of: - 

'!Australian Wildlifes' - Journal of the Wildlife 
Preserva t ion  Society of Australia. 

Victorian N. P. A. Newsletter. 
Queensland N. P. A. Bulletin. w 

N. S. W. N. P. A. Journal. 



4. 
Two Australian News and Information Bureau publica.tions: - 

"Native Flowers  of Australia" 
"Birds and Animals of Australiat ' .  

AUTUMN BIRD NOTES 
- Prepared  by Mr. S. Wilson. 

Many species of birds  that a r e  found in  the A. C. T. i n  summer  
a r e  either totally migra tory  o r  partly s o  and ornithologists a r e  ve ry  
interested in  a var iety of problems associated with these movements. 
Most of the species concerned leave this a r e a  during la te  March to  
ea r ly  May, but to some degree the season seems to play an 
important role.  Eas t  Autumn and ea r ly  winter were mild afid this 
appeared to cause some species to  l inger longer than usual. 

Typical of the unsolved problems involved a r e  : - 
Where do indi~d.ua.1 birds go to? 
Some species,  e. g, yellow faced and white naped,honeyeaters

ea.ters occur f rom the coa.st t o  the dividing range f rom 
a.bout Ade1aid.e to  Brisbame i n  summer  but except fo r  smal>l 
flocks, move well north. h t o  Queeneland a.nd coastal  N. So W. 
i,n w;nter. Do the southern birds  migra.te to  Quc;ensl.and, 
I.ea.ving coast:a.l. N. S. W. popuEa.tions sta.tior?.ary, or  d.o they a.ll. 
move? 

Do all. bi,rds r e tu rn  to  their  breedir;.g a.rea..s? 
How long do these migration fl.igh.ts t a k e r n o  the birds 

fly d i rec t  o r  drift. to  their dasti~.atiorls over a period 
of many weeks ? 

Do the b i rds  fl,y a s  fl.ocks or  a s   individual.^? 
Do t:hey fly by day o r  by night? 
How do the birds  find their  way? 

Little work has been done in A.ustraEPa on th.ese mat te rs ,  but i n  
America where migrant species,  of. perching b i rds  are m o r e  
numerous th,a.n i n  Australia., some surpris ing i,n.fo~ma.tion h.as been 
revealed. I t  has  beel?, prox~ed that: some species which. d.urin.g the n.m - 
migra tory  season a r e  seen  during the da.y, m i g ~ a . t e  a t  nigh.t. Large 
scale  investigations have beer, car r ied  out in the vicinity of high. 
tel.svision towers  where a s  ma.ny-a.s 1000 b i rds  have been k i l l ed  Eri 
one night by striking th.e m a s t  or the supporting guy wires.  



The major i ty  of local migrant species a r e  not seen to  5. 
f o r m  flocks pr ior  to  leaving and one i s  mere ly  aware of the fact .. 

that the species i s  no longer with us. The dollar-bird,  rufous song- 
l a rk ,  pallid cuckoo, horsefield bronze-cuckoo and rainbow-bird a.re 
typical of those that simply disappear and a r e  not seen leaving. 
The dusky wood-swallow has been noticed i n  flocks i n  autumn and 
could migra te  a s  a group. This species and the noisy f r i a r  bird 
a r e  found only 100 mi les  north of he re  i n  winter. 

The yellow faced and white-naped honeyeaters a r e  common breed-  
ing b i rds  i n  many local a.rea.s, particul-arly -in the Brindabella Ranges. 
Banding of b i rds  under the Australian Bird -ba.nding Scheme(CS1~0) 
has  shown that a considerable proportion of the b i rds  re turn  to  their  
breeding a r e a  each year.  In autumn flocks of these birds congregate 
i n  suitable feeding a r e a s  and a s  the t ime fo r  migration draws m a r  
they can be seen  flying in  excited flocks f r o m  t r e e  to  t r e e  i n  the 
relatively small  feeding a reas .  This has  been. observed a t  Lake 
George, along the Murrumbidgee and along the c reeks  i n  the Ranges. 
These species  migra te  in. flocks i n  daylight and i n  normal seasons 
the flights can be seen in  th.e A. C. T. for  a period of about s ix  week.s 
f rom the beginning of April. It i s  probable that millions of these 
b i rds  pass  through the A. C. T. ea.ch. Autumn. and spring. The migra t -  
ion has beera seen a.t various pS.a.ces between he re  and the coast. 

Th.e flocks moTxe a.t t ree- top h.eigh.t along any suitable l ine and 
a r e  i n  effect channeled by unsuitable t e r r a in  into fair ly  well defined 
routes.  The fl.ocks h.ave been observed in this area. comirig north - . -  

along th.e Murrumbidgee, north-east down the slopes of the Brinda- 
bel1.a Range north i n  the Snowy Mountains a reas ,  n.orth along Bl.a.ck 
Mountair, and the nearby suburbs,  north-east  over Campbell and 
Mount Airaslie, north a.long the western sh.ores of Lakx George and. 
skirting th.e built up a rea  of Gouiburn. The general direction of 
flight i s  north-east. t 

mo&s m a y  be up to  100 birds  a.nd indi.vidual.s o r  whole fl0ek.s may 
pause to  r e s t  i ~ .  suitabie high euca.l.ypts. F%ock,s may form a.n a l l  

but continuous chain in  suft:able a r e a s  on good dayso and i f  a.n indi.vld.uaJ 
pauses for rest: i t  appea-s  to  joiri i n  with.-a. Eater flock s o  tha.t the 
composition of arry flock i s  constantl,y changing. Migration a,ppears 
to  be halted by bad weather. 

The yel1.0~-faced honeyeater appears  to  move before the white- 
naped honeyeater, but .mixed flocks are often seen. Smal.!, numbers 



6. 
of fuscous honeyesters migrate  through a lso  and during resting t imes  
the migrant  species associate  with sedentary species such a s  the white* 
plumed honeyeater and red wattle -bird. 

PLANT NOTES 

Sirzce we are now in  autumn nearly d1 the wild flowers have 
finished bS ooming . At the higber level s in the mountains, a s  we saw 
on Mt. Coree or? 31st &kirch, a number of the summer  flowers can 

Some people can go into the bush and s e e  
nothing, others find every  r a r e  flower 
there i s .  It is a case  of "Eyesgr and '"0 

Eyes"- Nearly weryooe  s t a r t s  a s  a " N o  
Eyes" but i f  they a r e  intexested they can 
l e a r r ~  enough to join the "EyesY\ To help 
some people here i s  a l i t t le  about a few 
flowers to  be seer, even during the cold 
winter months. 
One of these i s  the common Gumea 
FPower(Hibbertia obtusifolia) which i s  a 
Pow grey-green leaved bush with gofden- 
yellow f lower  about $ inch ac ross .  T t  is 
common i n  woodland and open. fores t  
country near  Canberra  and. occasional 
plants often c a r r y  a flower or  two even 
i n  the winter. A figure i s  given to  help 
you recognise it. 



M E E T I N G S  

APRIL 

Date : 23rd. April at  8 o'clock 

Place : Institute of Anatomy 

Feature : Talk and slides by Dr. D. Walker, Reader in 
Biogeography in the A. N. U. 
Dr. Walker's talk "Five Thousand Years of 
Destruction" will discuss the change of 
vegetation of Europe by human cultural practice 
traced with the study of fossil pollen. 

MAY 

Date 

Place 

Feature 

Remember 

28th May at 8 o'clock 

Institute of Anatomy 

Films - "White Clay and Ochre" - a record of - 
Museum Field Research on Australian 
Aboriginal Cave Paintings in Western 
N. S. W. 

- " The Black Swan" - a film showing swans 
on a nest, defending nest from an intruder, 
cygnets from 2 days old to 6 weeks, nesting 
site flooded, birds flying'off in search of 
a new place. 

- "Escape the City'L Showing national parks 
in  N. S. W. 

- visitors a r e  always welcome. 



8. 

APRIL -- 

Date 

Place 

Meeting 

Fea ture  

****** 

MAY 

Date 

Place 

Meeting 

Fea ture  

OUTINGS 

28th, April - Sunday Strathnairn

Corner Dryandra St, and Weetangera Rd. 
a t  l l  ogclock, 

This i s  a xisit  to tht, property of o re  of our members  
MI., Baird ,  W e  hope this &%l be a day when old 
and nr;w members  get to  know each other. There 
whP3 ha f i r e s  for cooking a meal at midday, Durirkg 
the afternoon these will be w d k s  beside the. 
Nurrumbidgee R , i ~ r e r ,  a ~ d  view the Biology of the 
s t r eam,  Special interest  f a r  chiidxer. 

26th. May - Sunday 

Blue Range 

Road in  front of Ur ia r ra  Homestead, 
U r i a r r a  Crossing Rd. a t  10. 30 a. m. 

Led by Mr. A. G, McArthur, F o r e s t r y  a.nd Timber 
Bureau, to  inspect the Pine Plantation a t  Blue 
Range and nearby bushland. We may  be fortunate 
enough to see  Lyrebirds  and their  mounds, but 
will certainly see other wildlife. 


