
BURNING ISSUES - April 2015 
(the monthly e-newsletter of the NPA ACT)

1. NPA ACT General Meeting 8pm Thursday 16 April at O'Connor Uniting Church, 
56 Scrivener Street, O'Connor 
Members are encouraged to attend to support NPA and socialize with other members. Over the last 5 
years and more, we have been very well represented by Rod Griffiths and Sonja Lenz as President and 
Secretary, now it is someone else’s turn. Please consider nominating at the August AGM!

Guest Speaker: Gregory Andrews, Commissioner for Threatened Species 
Department of the Environment. Gregory will give brief personal and career details 
and background details on the creation of his position within the federal government. 
Following a review of his role he will talk about projects such as feral cat eradication 
at Christmas Island and possible future projects. He will conclude by commenting on 
the ACT situation and how the NPA ACT might play a role in the threatened species 
program. 

Please stay for supper and an informal chat with other members and committee.

2. Joint NPA/CBC Family walk and camp, Mulloon Creek
This is a special get-together for families with young children as 
requested by members who responded to the recent Member 
Survey. 
When: Tuesday 14 - Wednesday 15 April: 
A chance for families with kids to experience camping with a remote 
feel in beautiful forest beside Mulloon Creek, Tallanganda NP. Only 
500 metres from the cars, but some scrub and a log crossing of the 
creek en route. Yabby catching on Tuesday afternoon. An option on 
Wednesday morning to explore several hundred metres up a tributary 
– thicker scrub and some loose rock and scrambling - to falls and 
cascades. Leaving Canberra around 1 pm Tuesday, back by mid-
afternoon Wednesday. 50 minutes drive from Queanbeyan. 
Map: Bombay. 
Leaders: Graham Scully and Linda Groom CBC lbgroom@gmail.com 
6281 4917 and. Contact Linda to book. Non-members welcome. 
Transport: $48 per car.

NOTE: Check www.npaact.org.au for a range of other interesting /exciting bushwalks and outings.

3. Indian mining giant Adani has lost funding for the Galilee Basin mega-
coalmines from France’s three largest banks but …….
BNP Paribas, Société Générale and Credit Agricole have publicly ruled out involvement in the Galilee 
coal mines and expansion of Abbot Point port on the Great Barrier Reef. Australia’s big banks are not so 
sanguine. The Commonwealth Bank is advising Adani and is considering financing the largest mine in 
the Galilee Basin.
Adani will be pressuring CommBank to fund this climate disaster harder than ever so please pressure 
CommBank to change their minds on this massive new coal expansion in the Galilee Basin and ports on 
the Reef. 
Click here to help us build community pressure on Commonwealth Bank - Australia’s oldest and largest 
Bank - to join them.

4. If you love your cat – keep it at home 
Prominent Australian conservationists and conservation organisations including NPA ACT have co-
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signed a letter from former ACT chief minister Jon Stanhope urging the ACT government to widen cat 
containment beyond the new suburbs to cover all of the territory. The ACT Conservation Council initiated 
the letter after finding strong community support for cat containment.
The initiative to prevent the decline of Australia's native species in Canberra by containing roaming 
domestic cats and removing feral cats just needs the signature of ACT Minister for Territory and 
Municipal Services Shane Rattenbury. 
A well resourced program to remove feral cats is urgently required.
Contact Minister Rattenbury and urge him to sign rattenbury@act.gov.au

5. Australian Government to target charity tax status of Conservation Groups
The House of Representatives Standing Committee on the Environment will inquire into and report on 
the administration and transparency of the Register of Environmental Organisations (the Register) and 
its effectiveness in supporting communities to take practical action to improve the environment, with 
particular regard to:
· the definition of ‘environmental organisation’ under the Income Tax Assessment Act1997, including 

under Subdivision 30-E;
· the requirements to be met by an organisation to be listed on the Register and maintain its listing;
· activities undertaken by organisations currently listed on the Register and the extent to which these 

activities involve on-ground environmental works;
· reporting requirements for organisations to disclose donations and activities funded by donations;
· the administration of the Register and potential efficiency improvements;
· compliance arrangements and the measures available to the Department of the Environment and the 

Australian Taxation Office to investigate breaches of the Act and Ministerial Guidelines by listed 
organisations; and

· relevant governance arrangements in international jurisdictions, and exploring methods to adopt best 
practice in Australia.

6. http://www.npaact.org.au 
 Keep up to date with NPA ACT News, bushwalks, outings and events, and learn how to remove ticks.

7.  2015 World Environment Day Dinner. 7pm. Saturday 30 May, Arboretum.  
Great seasonal and local food. Book now 
The next major Conservation Council event, and one of its important fundraising activities, is the World 
Environment Day dinner to be held May 30 at the Arboretum. Early bookings are appreciated as they 
assist planning and they reduce blood pressure. There will be excellent food, great networking and 
entertainment, so book now and you can keep up to date through the Weekly Wrap with details of 
speakers and entertainment.

The Ginninderra Falls Association has formed a Biological Working Group and needs members with 
biological identification skills to join the group.  Please contact Chris Watson ph: 6278 3079. 

9. To unsubscribe 
Contact us by email or phone if you no longer wish to receive this monthly Newsletter and we will edit 
our database accordingly. 

Editor this edition: Kevin McCue
13 April 2015

8. Riverview development 
The Conservation Council will be looking at the West Belconnen development, Riverview, and various 
associated matters at the next Environment Exchange 23 April 12 noon-2pm. Riverview will have most 
of their consultants available at this discussion so it is probably your best chance to ask questions and 
get answers about the project. Book by email to info@conservationcouncil.org.au 
The Council provides bread and fillings for self-making lunch. Environment Exchanges are held at the	  
Allen	  Barton	  Forum,	  ANU. 
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