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NPA ACT calls for immediate NSW action on feral horses 

 
On the third anniversary of NSW legislation to protect feral horses in the Kosciuszko 
National Park (KNP), a leading ACT conservation organisation has called on the NSW 
Government and Environment Minister to start immediate action to significantly  reduce 
feral horse numbers by all suitable humane methods. 
 
The President of the National Parks Association of the ACT, Dr Esther Gallant, said  the 
Kosciuszko Wild Horse Heritage Act 2018, passed by the NSW Parliament on 6 June 
2018, has afforded tens of thousands of feral horses in KNP protection at the expense of 
the native plants and animals the park was established to protect. 
 
‘Scientific studies support the need for immediate major reductions in feral horse numbers 
to protect the rare and unique plants and animals of KNP from extinction,’ Dr Gallant said.  
 
‘If the unchecked reproduction continues, the feral horses will also starve due to their 
removal of all edible vegetation. That’s why we are calling on the NSW Government and 
Environment Minister for immediate action,’ she said. 
 
‘Unchecked feral horse numbers across the border are a threat to the ACT’s  Namadgi 
National Park as it struggles to recover from the devastating 2020 bushfires. And the 
continuing unhalted and rapid increase in feral horse numbers just across the border from 
the Cotter Catchment, the source of our drinking water, should be a very real concern for 
citizens of the ACT.’ 
 
Dr Gallant said the ACT Government has acknowledged that feral horses crossed into 
Namadgi National Park from NSW in September and October 2020 but have returned to 
the adjacent KNP. 

‘The incursion highlights the threat posed to Namadgi’s ecosystems by feral horses, 
breeding uncontrolled on the NSW side of the border,’ she said. 

Dr Gallant applauded the ACT Government’s zero-tolerance approach to feral horses, and 
its Namadgi National Park Feral Horse Management Plan, released in September 2020. 

‘It is time the NSW government followed the ACT’s example and took immediate action to 
significantly curb the increase in feral horse numbers in Kosciuszko,’ Dr Gallant said. 
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